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SECRETARY  OP  THE  COMMONWEALTH, 


CONFORMABLT  TO  ACTS 


GENERAL   ASSEMBLY, 


RBBUABT  U,  IWI,  *  UASOH  1,  18U. 


S  A  MUEL    H  A  Z  A  BP. 


OOMMBNdN O  1783. 


VOLUME  X. 


PniLADKLPniA: 

FEINTED  BY  JOSEPH  SEVERNS  &  CO. 

1854. 


PKEFACB. 

With  the  elose  of  the  year  1788,  upon  which  in  this  rolame  we  hare  en- 
tered, wUl  terminate  the  original  limits  assigned  to  the  duties  of  the  Editor  by 
the  act  of  15th  of  Febmaiy,  1861 ; — ^but  inasmuoh  as  the  Colonial  Becords 
hare  been  completed  in  16  rolnmes,  extending  the  date  to  1790, — the  legis- 
lature, at  their  last  session,  introdaoed  into  the  **  appropriation  law" — the 
following  section,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  to  continue 
the  publication  from  1788  to  1790— thus  rendering  the  period  embraced  in 
both  works  the  same. 

Section  87.  "  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  is  hereby  autho- 
rised and  required  to  continue  the  printing,  publication  and  distribution  of 
the  PennsylTania  ArcbiTCS,  from  the  year  one  thousand  scTcn  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  to  the  year  one  thousand  seren  hundred  and  ninety,  in  con- 
formity with  the  requirements  of  an  act  entitled  '*  an  act  for  proriding  for 
the  publication  of  the  Colonial  Becords  and  other  original  papers  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ;"  approTod  the  fifteenth  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  the  supple- 
ment thereto,  except  so  far  as  issuing  proposals  for  the  publication  of  the 
same ;  Provided,  That  the  cost  for  printing  and  publishing  the  same  shall 
not  exoeed  the  price  per  Tolume  contracted  for  the  publication  of  the  said 
ArchiTOS  under  the  abOTO  recited  act ;  and  when  so  published,  shall  be 
distributed  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the  same  persons,  as  prorided  by  the 
seyeral  acts  relating  to  the  distribution  of  said  works." 

ApproTcd  May  9, 1864. 


An  Aot  to  prkvekt  and  btat  Suns  against 
Inhabitants  of  Wyoming  during  the  time 

THEREIN  mentioned,  1783. 

Sect.  I  Whereas  CommissionerSy  duly  authorised  and  appointed 
agreeable  to  the  ninth  Article  of  the  Confederation  of  the  United 
States,  to  hear  and  determine  the  GontroTersj  between  the  Common- 
wealth of  Fenn^lvania  and  the  State  of  ConnectiaUy  have  adjudged 
and  decreed,  ''  That  the  Jurisdiction  and  Pre-emption  of  all  the 
''  Territory^  lying  within  the  Charter  Boundary  of  Fenn$ylvanxaj 
''  and  olaimed  by  the  State  of  Chnnecticut^  do  of  Eight  belong  to 
*•  the  State  of  Penntylvania,** 

Sect.  II.  And  Whereas  this  House,  taking  into  Consideration  the 
Situation  of  the  present  Settlers  under  the  late  Claim  of  the  State 
of  ConnecUcutj  at  that  Part  of  Wyoming  eastward  and  northward  of 
Ne$copech  Falls,  on  the  East  Branch  of  Suiqiiehanna,  have  agreed 
to  send  Commissioners  to  make  Enquiry  into  the  Cases  of  the  said 
Settlersi  and  to  encourage  as  much  as  possible  reasonable  and 
friendly  Compromises  between  the  Parties  claiming,  and  therefore  it 
is  highly  improper  that  any  Proceedings  at  Law  should  be  had  for 
the  Kecovery  of  any  Lands  or  Tenements  during  the  said  Enquiry. 

Sect.  IIL  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and  it  u  hereby  enacted  by  the 
R^resentativcio/the  Freemen  of  the  CommontoeaUIi  o/'Pennsylvania, 
in  General  Assembly  met^  and  by  the  Authority  of  same,  That'every 
Writ  and  Process  wbateyer  granted  or  issued,  or  which  may  hereaftet 
be  granted  or  issued,  for  any  Owner  or  Owners,  Claimant  or  Claim- 
ants, against  any  Person  being  now  an  Inhabitant  on  said  Lands  at 
Wyoming,  in  order  to  dispossess  any  of  the  said  Inhabitants  or 
Settlers  of  the  Lands  or  Tenements  in  his,  her  or  their  Occupancy, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  stayed ;  and  on 
Motion,  all  farther  Proceedings  thereon  shall  be  quashed  by  the 
Court  to  which  such  Writ  shall  be  returnable,  untU  the  Beport  of 
the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  laid  before  this  House,  and  Order 
shall  be  taken  thereupon. 

Sect.  IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  (he-  Authority  aforesaid^ 
That  this  Aot  shall  be  and  continue  in  Force  until  the  End  of  the 
next  Sitting  of  Qeneral  Assembly,  and  no  longer. 
Signed,  by  Order  of  the  House, 

Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg,  Speaker 

Enacted  into  a  law,  at  Philadelphia,  on  Thursday,  the  Thirteen 
Bay  of  March,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hun- 
dred Eighty  and  Three. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Indorsed— MtxTch  13, 1783* 
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John  Nicholson  to  Council,  1783. 

Compt.  Generals  Office,  Philada.  March  li5tb,  1783. 
Sir, 

1  beg  leave  to  request  That  an  order  be  drawn  upon  the  Treasurer 
in  my  favor  for  five  hundred  pound  state  money  for  pajing  depre- 
ciation Certificates  agreeable  to  act  of  Assembly,  the  money  rec'd. 
vpon  last  order  is  entirely  Expended. 

I  am  Sir,  with  very  Great  Bespect, 

your  Excellency's  most  Obed.  Humble  Servant. 

JNO.  NICHOLSON, 
(public  Service.) 
Directed^    To  His  Excelly.  John  Dickinson  Esq.,  President. 
Compt.  Gen.  Office. 

BBTUBN   OB*    DeFIOBNCTS   of    ClOATHINOS    &C.,    BKL0N6ING 

TO  THE  Hessian  Troops,  1783. 
Betum  of  Deffioencys  of  Cloathing.   &c,  Necessary's  Missing  by 
Being  Detained  in  Chester  County,  belonging  to  the  Hessian 
Troops. 

Lancaster,  March  15th,  1783. 


35  Large  Begimental  Blankets  belonging 
to  Prince  Hereditary  Begiment,  @  pr. 
Blanket.  .... 

0  Shirts  of  the  yagers,  @  pr.  Shirt. 

1  Pair  Stoeking,  @. 


7  Packs  from  Europe  containing. 


7  Dozen  mettle  Buttons  i 
1  Piece  of  Nan  Kiny 
6  Shirts 

5}  Yard  Fustian 
5  Yard  Drilling 
SiYardblewCloath 
5  Yard  red  Shallong 
5  Slick    Hanckevcluffts  i 

kerchiffts. 
1  Cap 
9  Yard  Linen 


I  pr.  Dos. 


Total, 


PeDsilvft.  Gnrrenc;. 

£ 

«. 

d. 

£ 

«. 

1 

10 

52 

10 

12 
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8 

8 

8 
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1 
1 

8 
15 

15 

4 

10 

8 

6 

19 

8 

4 

1 

1 

10 

6 

5 

7 

6 

1 

17 

6' 

15 

3 

15 

8 

6 

2 

14 

81 

17 

9 

Lewis  Flaehshaar,  Pay  Quart.  Mr. 
Major  of  Regt.  de  Bose. 
Wm.  Armstrong  Gapt  64th  &  D.  Q.  M.  Oen. 
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Deficibncies   in  the  British  and  German  CiOATHiNa. 

Total  AinoQDt  of  Deficienoies  in  the  British  &  German  CIoathiDg, 
with  all  Extraordinary  Charges  inonrred  by  the  Stopping  of  it  in 
Chester  County. 

Philadelphia,  19th  Maroh,  1783. 


Amoant  of  Deficiencies  in  ye  British  Cloathing,  fto., 
as  ^  Retnm,        .... 

Ditto,                   Hessian  Cloathing,  do., 

Ditto,                   Anspach     Ditto,     do., 

Extra  Charges  paid  for  Waggons  when  prevented 

receiving  the  Cloathing,     . 
Expences  of  French  Guards  f"  Wilmington  to  Phila- 
delphia &  Lancaster, 

Ditto        for  four  Expresses  from  do.  to  do., 
Capt.  Armstrong's  Expenees  ftrom  Ist  Jan.,  the  day" 
the  Cloathiug  was  stopped,  to  11th  March,  the   > 
day  he  received  what  was  not  embezzled, 
Qr.  Mr.  Titt,  his  assistant,  from  ditto  to  ditto, 
Qr.  Mr.  Flackarsha  of  the  Hessians,  from  do.  to  do., 
Qr.  Mr.  Daig  of  the  Anspachs  from    do.     to    do.. 
Exchange  ai  £6  *$  Cent  on  £515, 10,  which  Capt. ' 
Armstrong  was  obliged  to  draw  for  on  New  York  • 
to  pay  the  above  Expenees,            .            . 

£2539 

81 

2906 

96 

31 
21 

245 

122 
61 
61 

30 

I   5 

17  9 

511 

17  6 

10 
5 

18  7 

Amount  of  Cap.  Armstrong's  Charges. 
Charges  given  into  Capt.  Armstrong  by  Wm.  Davis  "j 
&  Wm.  Sharpie;,  Conduetors  of  Waggons,  for 
they,  with  Twenty-three  Waggons  were  detained  [ 
by  the  Seizors,     '     .            .            .            .J 

£6197 
102 

1 

2 

Total. 

^£6299 

r  2 

Errors  Excepted. 


Prks. 


WM.  ARMSTRONG, 

Cap.  64th  H.  D.,  Q.  M.  Gen. 


TO  Delegates  of  Congress,  178S. 

March  19, 1783. 
Gentlemen, 

I  The  Coopcil  having  observed  that  by  the  fourth  of  the  provisional 
articles  agreed  upon  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  and 
of  his  Britannic  Majjssty,  it  is  declared  <<  that  Creditors  on  either 
side  shall  meet  with  no  lawful  Impediment  to  the  Recovery  of  tho 
full  Value  in  Sterling  Money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts  heretofore  con- 
tracted," are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  these  Expressions  have  an 
Extent  &  force,  that  unless  properly  regulated,  may  be  attended  by 
Consequences  inconsistent  with  Justice,  Humanity  or  Equity. 
There   may  be  no  particular   Hardship  in  calling  upon  British 
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Debtors  for  payment^  that  Kingdom  not  having  been  the  seat  of 
War.  The  Case  is  totally  different  with  Respect  to  Citizens  of  these 
Btates  who  are  Debtors.  It  is  needless  to  repeat  to  Gentlemen  of 
your  Information  the  varioas  and  severe  Calamities  with  which  this 
Country  has  been  overwhelmed  in  the  Course  of  the  unprovoked 
War.  You  are  sensible  not  only  how  general  and  grievous  these 
afflictions  have  been,  but  that  the  Effects  must  continue  in  very  con- 
siderable operation  for  some  time. 

We  therefore  desire  that  You  will  use  your  best  Exertions  in 
Congress  to  have  Instructions  immediately  sent  to  our  Commissioners^ 
requiring  them  to  take  Care  that  in  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace, 
or  by  some  Convention  with  Great  Britain,  citizens  of  the  United 
States  may  be  allowed  a  reasonable  Time  for  the  payment  of  their 
Debts  to  British  Creditors. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Congress. 

BbSOLUTIOH  of  AsSBMBLT.     BotJNDARr  LiKB,  1783. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  March  22,  1783,  A.  M. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Message  from  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  relative  to  the  line  run  between  this  Common- 
wealth and  the  State^of  Virginia,  read  March  6,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  adopted,  as  follows,  (viz,) 

Your  committee  who  were  airected  to  confer  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  on  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  for  running 
the  line  between  this  State  and  that  of  Virginia,  having  performed 
that  duty,  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  taking  into  consideration  the  resolve  of  this  House,  dated 
March  2,  1782,  It  appears  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State  that  a  temporary  line,  which  might  be  run 
at  a  moderate  expenoe,  would  answer  the  present  purposes,  and  serve 
as  a  boundary  to  the  end  of  the  War,  or  until  the  States  might  be 
in  more  tranquillity,  and  better  able  to  encounter  the  expence  that 
would  atEend  the  final  settlement  thereof.  And  we  find  that  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  by  their  resolve,  dated 
the  first  day  of  June  last,  have  agreed  thereto. 

We  also  find  that  in  pursuance  of  said  resolves,  and  in  conjunction 
with  the  State  of  Virginia,  Council  have  caused  the  said  line  to  be 
run  and  marked  agreeably  to  the  plan  laid  before  the  House. 

Resolved,  that  this  House  do  approve  the  said  report,  and  con- 
firm the  said  line  run  by  Messieurs  Nevil  and  McCIean,  as  the 
boundary  line  between  this  State  and  that  of  Virginia,  until  the 
final  settlement  thereof  be  obtained. 

That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  thb  State  communicate 
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Ae  resolution  of  ibis  Hotise  to  the  Legislature  of  Virginiai  as  soon 
to  conveniently  may  be^  and  in  the  mean  time  issue  their  proclama- 
tion signifying  the  same ;  and  requiring  (he  inhabitants  included 
within  said  boundary  to  pay  due  obedience  unto  the  Laws  of  this 
State.  Extract  from  the  Mmntes. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Lidorudy 

'     1788,  March  22d.    Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly ;  their 
approbation  of  the  line  lately  run  between  this  State  and  Virginia. 
Read  in  Council  the  2  Jth,  and  Proclamation  issued  for  quieting 
the  minds  af  the  Inhabitants.'*' 


Report  ov  a  Committbb  of  Assembly,  1788. 

Your  Committee  appointed  on  the  Message  of  the  Supremo  ex- 
ecutive Council,  with  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Comp- 
iroller  Generalj  concerning  the  settlement  of  the  Accounts  of 
Timothy  Matlack,  Esq*",  Secretary  to  said  Council,  Beg  leave  to 
report  That  they  have  taken  into  cotisideration  the  proceedings  of 
the  Comptroller  General,  by  whioh  it  appears  the  said  Secretary  has 
charged  the  State  with  a  very  considerable  sum,  and  which  the  said 
Comptroller  declares  is  altogether  inadmissable  and  pniys  to  be  in- 
structed by  the  Honorable  the  Council  or  Assembly,  it  is  therefore 
the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  most  eligable  mode  of  bring- 
ing this  business  to  a  final  settlement,  is  for  the  Comptroller  Gene- 
ral to  prosecute  the  said  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  Order  to  try  the  contested  points  by  a  Jury,  &  therefore 
recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  that  the  Comptroller  General  of  this  State  proceed  to 
the  tryal  of  the  contested  points,  in  the  Accounts  of  Timothy 
Matlack,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Supreme  executive  Council,  by  a 
Jury  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  he  be  hereby  authorized  to 
employ  Counsel  for  that  purpose. 
Indorsed, 

Read  1  time,  Mar.  22, 1783,  and  on  motion,  and  by  special  order 
read  2  times,  and  adopted.f 

Sec'y  op  Fobkign  affairs  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1788. 

(Ciroukr)  Office  for  foreign  affiiirs,  Philadelphiftf 

24th  March,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  tcr  eoolofle  to  abstract  of  the  prelilntnary  Arti- 
cles for  a  general  peace,  Signed  the  20th  of  January,  1788.  ^  Tbey 
were  brought  by  a  vessel  that  arrived  last  night  from  Cadis,  di^ 
patched  by  Oounfi  d'  Estaing  to  recall  the  bruisers  and  privateers  of 

•  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  540. 

t  8e«  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  Xin.,p.  638,  540.  Jolin  Armstrong  Jr.,  was  ap- 
pdiated^^cy.,  March  26. 

1* 
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his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  his  Subjects.    Tho'  not  official,  thej 
leave  no  room  to  doubt  this  happy  event  on  which  I  sincerely  con- 

§ratulate  Your  Excellency.  When  the  wisdom  of  the  United 
tates  shall  have  re-established  their  credit  &  streugthened  their  bond 
of  Union,  which  will  doubtless  be  the  first  work  of  peace,  we  shall 
have  every  reason  to  hope  that  this  will  be  a  happy  &  a  flourishing 
Country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  With  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  &  most  humble  servant, 

ROB.  R.  LIVINGSTON. 
Directed f    Bis  Excellency^  President  Dickinson. 


Preliminaries  of  Peace,  1783. 

Philadelphia,  March  24th,  1783. 
His  Most  Christian  Majesty's  Cutter  the  Triumph,  commanded  by 

the  Chevalier  DUQUESNE,  arrived  this  Mornthg,  in  36  days 

from  Cadiz.     By  her  we  have  the  following  very  agreeable  and 

important  Intelligence. 
(jThe  Principal  Articles  of  the  Preliminaries  of  the  Peace  of  the  20th 
of  January,  1783. 

France  to  retain  Tobago  and  Senegal. 

France  to  restore  to  Great  Britain  Grenada,  St.  Vincents,  Domi« 
nique  and  St.  Christophers. 

St.  Eustatia,  Demerara,  Berbice,  and  Issequibo  shall  bo  restored 
to  the  Dutch.  '      ^ 

Great  Britain  to  restore  to  France,  Goree,  St.  Lucia,  St.  Pierrei 
and  Miquelon. 

The  fiishery  of  France  and  England  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland 
to  remain  on  the  same  footing  on  which  they  were  left  by  the  treaty 
of  1763,  except  that  part  of  the  coast  from  Cape  Bonavista  to  Cape 
St.  John's,  which  shall  belong  to  the  English. 

France  to  be  re-established  in  the  East  Indies,  as  well  in  Bengal 
as  on  the  east  and  west  coast  of  the  Peninsula,  as  regulated  by  the 
treaty  of  1763. 

The  articles  of  the  preceding  treaties,  conoerning  the  demolition 
of  Dunkirk,  to  be  suppressed. 

Spain  to  retain  Minorca  and  west  Florida. 

Great  Britain  cedes  East  Florida  to  Spain. 

An  agreement  is  to  be  entered  into  between  Spain  and  Great 
Britain,  about  the  cutting  of  wood  in  the  bay  of  Honduran. 

Great  Britain  to  retain  the  Dutch  settlement  of  Ncgapatam  in  the 
East  Indies. 

Oreat  Britain  to  restore  Trinqemale  to  the'^Dutob,  if  not  re-taken. 

St.  Eustatia,  Demarara  and  lifequtbo,  to  be^reetored  by  the  French 
to  the  united  provinces. 

Great  Britain  aoknowledges  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of 
the  thirteen  united  states  of  America. 

The  limits  of  the  united  states  to  be  as  agreed  upon  in  the  provis- 
ional articles  between  them  and  Great  Britain,  except  that  they  shall 
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not  extend  farther  down  the  river  Mississippi  th^n  the  d2d  degree 
of  north  latitude,  from  whence  a  line  is  to  be  drawn  to  the  head  of 
the  river  St.  Mary,  and  along  thQ^middle  of  that  river  to  its  month. 
Copy  of  the  heads  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  signed  the  20th  of 

January,  and  transmitted  by  express  on  the  22d  by  the  marquis 

de  Caffries.  *  ("Signed,) 

Cadia,  February  11, 1783.  ESTAING. 

We  Csesar  Anne  de  la  Luzerne,  Chevalier  of  the  Order  of  St.  John 
of  Jerusalem,  Marechal  des  Camps  and  Armies  of  (he  King,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  His  Most  Christain  Majesty  to  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  &o. 

Make  known  to  ail  those  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  Chevalier 
Duquesne,  lieutenant  commanding  his  Majesty's  cutter  ^he  Triumph, 
who  arrived  this  day  at  this  port,  has  communicated  to  us  Orders,  in 
form  of  a  Passport,  which  he  received  from  Couut  d'Estaing,  Vice- 
Admiral  of  France ;  of  which  the  following  is  a  Copy. 

"CHARLES  HENRY  COUNT  D'ESTAING.  Vice  Admiral  of 

France,  Lieu  tenant-General  of  his  Majesty's  Forces,  Knight  of  his 

Orders,  &o. 

It  is  ordered,  that  monsieur  the  chevalier  Duquesne,  lieutenant 
commanding  his  majesty's  cutter,  Triumph,  do  sail  as  soon  as  possible 
from  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  and  inform  all  vessels  that  he  may  meet  of 
the  happy  re-union  of  the  belligerent  powers.  It  is  ordered,  in  the 
name  of  bis  majesty,  and  by  me,  to  all  ships  of  the  line,  frigates,  and 
other  vessels  belonging  to  his  majesty,  that  he  may  meet,  that  they 
abstain  from  all  hostilities  against  the  ships  of  war  and  merchant 
vessels  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they 
give  them  all  necessary  aid  and  succour,  and  every  testimony  of  a 
nnion  re-established  under  the  most  happy  auspices,  by  the  prelimi* 
nariea  which  were  signed  the  20tb  of  this  month,  of  Jan.  in  the 
present  year,  it  is  ordered  also,  in  his  majesty's  name,  that  all  vessels 
armed  for  war  and  on  a  cruise,  do  return  into  port.  After  having 
given  them  a  copy  of  this  order,  he  shall  take  their  namos,  likewise 
the  date  of  the  day  that  he  shall  have  furnished  it,  and  shall  notify 
to  them  that  they  shall  answer  personally  for  every  deed  which  they 
may  commit  contrary  thereto. 

Monsieur  the  chevalier  Duquesne,  in  virtue  of  the  present  order, 
which  serves  him  for  a  passport,  shall  carry  a  flag  of  truce,  he  shall 
particularly  cruize  in  those  latitudes  where  he  presumes  he  may 
meet  the  greatest  number  of  French  privateer9,  and  shall  endeavour 
to  overtake  them.  If  the  events  of  the  sea  shall  conduct  him  to  any 
of  the  French  colonies,  or  upon  the  coasts  of  the  united  states  of 
America,  he  shall  eommunicate  the  present  orders,  to  the  governor 
of  the  place,  and  t6  the  armed  vessels  of  the  different  nations  that 
may  be  then  there,  he  will  likewise  shew  the  present  passport  to  all 
vessels  of  war  belongiog  to  his  Britannic  majesty  with  whom  he 
shall  speak,  and  give  them  a  copy  signed  by  him,  if  they  should 
desire  it.     Ho  shall  likewise  pay  them  every  respect,  which  the  first 
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moments  of  a  te-nnion  demands ;  tbe  objedt  of  his  misdidn,  (for  the 
good  of  fanmanity,  and  dd  much  as  is  in  vn^  power)  being  tb  hasten 
its  happy  e'flfects.  ^ 

Cadiz,  the  10th  Pehruary,  1788. 

Signed,  I^ESTAINa. 

By  Order,  Maettn/' 

And  desiriog  to  give  all  necessary  Authenticity  and  Notoriety  to 
these  orders,  We  certify  by  these  Presents,  that  the  above  is  a  true 
Copy. 

We  likewise  certify,  that  Bf .  le  Chevalier  DuQuesne  has  informed 
us,  that  M.  le  Comte  d'Estaing  directed  him  to  desire  all  vessels  that 
he  should  find  ready  to  sail  in  the  different  ports  where  he  should  have 
occasion  to  go,  to  delay  their  departure  from  said  ports,  until  the 
arrival  of  official  accounts  of  the  signing  the  Preliminaries,  the  news 
l)f  which  cannot  fail  to  arrive  soon  on  this  continent. 

Given  at  Philadelphia,  in  our  Hotel,  this  24th  of  March,  1783. 
LE  CHEVALIER  CE  LA  LUZERNE.* 


Capt.  Wm.  Armstrong  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1783. 
Sir,  . 

Inclosed  I  send  you  a  List  of  the  Waggoners'  Names  who  wer^ 
stopped  in  Chester  County,  when  on  their  way  with  British  Cloath* 
hig  from  Wilmington  to  Lancaster. 

As  Sheriff  Qardner  says  Four  of  the  Waggons  were  not  stopped 
along  with  the  other  thirty-four,  he  will  now  he  ahle  to  ascertain 
their  names;  But  as  it  certainly  was  owing  to  the  others  being  stopped 
that  they  did  not  proceed  to  Lancaster,  I  must  expect  that  he  will 
find  them  out,  &  see  that  they  do  proceed  accordingly,  where  a  receipt 
will  be  given  for  every  article  delivered,  &  the  amount  deducted 
from  the  return  of  Deficiencies  that  I  gave  in  on  the  19^  Instant ; 
But  as  there  is  now  a  prospect  that  our  Prisoners  will  floon  be  sent 
to  New  York,  it  will  be  necessary  to  Limit  the  time  of  Delivery  to  a 
short  period. 

As  I  have  Business  of  Consequenoe  which  obliges  me  to  return  to 
New  York  &  prevents  my  being  able  to  wait  for  the  Completion  of 
this  Business,  I  am  to  request  your  Exeellenoy^s  Answer  to  my 
requisitions  of  the  19^  Instant,  in  order  that  I  may  lay  it  before  His 
Excellency  S'  Ouy  Carleton.  If  thought  necessary,  I  don't  suppose 
there  will  be  any  Objections  made  to  my  returning  here  some  time 
hence  to  finish  it. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  Most  Obed»  Humble  Serv*, 
W-  ARMSTRONG, 

Cap*  ei*"*  &  D.  Q.  M.  Oen. 

Philadelphia,  25»»'  March,  1783. 
'  The  Houorablo  President  Dickinson. 

*  From  B  hand  bill  printed  by  David  C  Clnypoole  in  Mar!<et  street 
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Philadelphia,  25**  March,  1783. 
List  of  kho  Waggoners'  Names  who  did  not  arrive  at  Lanooster 
with  the  British  Cloathiog  with  which  they  were  loaded  at  Wil- 
miDgtoni  from  the  Flag  of  Trace  Ship  Amazon,  John  Floyd,  Master. 

Thomas  Tally,  Elisha  Baldwin, 

Phillip  Jackson,  Wm.  Sharpely, 

Jasper  Basson,  Wm.  Tally, 

Wm.  McClintook,  Wm.  Reid, 

Wm.  Long,  David  Cochran, 

Isaac  Johnson,  Jas.  Adams, 

Thos.  Bird,  Andw.  Gibson, 

Wm.  Elliott,  Thos.  Gibson, 

Jno.  Frame,  James  Robertson, 

Geo.  Waddle,  Joseph  Boggs, 

Isaac  Miller,  Joho  Price, 

Thomas  Cloud,  Charles  Springer, 

Wm.  Cloud,  Solomon  Price, 

John  Forward,  John  Miller, 

Thos.  Bird,  Maj'  Dan»  Adams,  drove  by  a  Negro. 

Elisha  Tally,  John  Crosby, 

George  Davis,  Andw.  Reed, 

Joseph  Loyd,  Jeremiah  Wilson, 

John  Booth,  Adam  Glendinning. 

ToUl,  38— W-  ARMSTRONG,  Capt.  64«. 


Sib  Gut  Carlbton  to  B.  R.  Livingston,  Esq.,  1783. 

New  York,  March  26th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  rec'd  yonr  letter  of  the  24th  Inst,  enclosing  a  resolution 
of  Congress  of  y*  same  date  taken  in  consequence  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Cutter  Triumphe,  commaoded  by  Lieut.  Du  Quesne,  with  orders 
of  the  lOth'of  Feb'y  last,  given  at  Cadiz,  by  Vice  Admiral  D'Estaiug 
for  him  to  put  to  sea  &  cruise  on  such  stations  as  he  shall  judge 
most  likely  to  ^eet  with  ships  of  his  nation,  &  inform  them  of  the 
happy  reconciliation  of  the  beUigerent  powers,  &  to  order  all  their 
ships  of  war  to  cease  hostilities  against  those  of  Great  Britain,  the 
preliminary  articles  of  a  general  peace  being  signed  the  20th  of 
Jan'y,  you  thereupon  are  pleased  to  express  your  expectation  that 
I  would  think  the  information  thus  conveyed  <<  sufficiently  authentic 
"to  justify  my  taking  immediate  measures  to  stop  the  further 
effusion  of  blood.'' 

For  my  own. part  I  have  hitherto  abstained  from  all  hostilities,  & 
this  conduct.  I  mean  to  continue,  so  far  as  our  own  security  would 
permit,  but  now  great  soever  my  desire  is  to  put  an  entire  stop  to 
the  calamities  of  war  &  whatever  respect  this  information  may 
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deserre,  yet  I  do  not  find  myself  thereby  juitified  in  recommending 
measures  which  might  give  facility  to  Che  fleets  &  armies  menacing 
any  part  of  the  King's  possessions,  to  carry  their  hostilities  into 
ezecation. 

To  adopt  a  measure  of  this  importance  it  is  necessary  I  shonld 
receive  orders  from  home,  which  I  may  reasonably  expect  every 
hour,  as  a  cruizer  sent  out  on  other  purposes  is  already  arrived  at 
Philadelphia,  k  I  assure  Sir,  I  only  wait  the  official  certainty  of  this 
great  Event,  to  assume  the  language  and  the  spirit  too,  of  the  most 
perfect  conciliation  &  peace. 

I  perceive  Sir,  by  the  resolution  enclosed  in  your  letter,  that 
Congress  has  thought  fit  to  consider  this  information  as  authentic  & 
thereupon  has  taken  one  considerable  Step  towards  carrying  the 
terms  of  peace  into  immediate  execution.  Another  not  less  important 
I  presume  has  been  taken,  or  is  taking.  With  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  I  perceive,  is  connected  in  the  7th  Article  of  the  provi- 
sional treaty  an  engagement  that ''  All  prisoners  on  both  sides  shall 
be  set  at  liberty,"  of  this  event  therefore  I  hope  likewise  speedily  to 
receive  the  very  necessary  &  welcome  notice,  as  I  shall  find  the 
highest  satisfaction  in  seeing  released  on  all  sides,  men,  upon  whom 
the  evils  &  calamities  of  war,  have  more  peculiarly  fallen. 
I  am  Sir 

your  most  obt.  &  most  hum.^ervant, 

GUY  CARLETON,   ^ 

Copy. 
Direetedf    . 
Robert  R.  laviagston,  Esqr. 


Capt.  Thos.  Robinson  to  Pbes,  Dickinson,  1788. 

Wyoming,  26th  March,  1783. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellencies  Orders,  and  Instructions  to  me  of  the  fourth 
Instant  I  Received  on  13th  But  Such  was  the  State  of  the  Weather, 
the  Roads  and  the  Freshes  in  the  Greeks  and  Rivers  as  Rendred  it 
Impracticable  for  mo  to  march  before  the  19th  and  on  the  23d  I 
Arived  here,  with  much  difficulty,  (where  I  met  Captain  Philip 
Shrawder,)  I  Imediatly  Took  posession  of  the  garrison  with  Every 
thing  belonging  thereunto.  I  Also  met  at  the  same  place  Capt. 
Peter  Sumers,  Late  of  the  4  Pennsa  Rcgt.,  who  had  been  sent. here 
to  Collect  and  Carry  away  the  Remainder  of  the  (Continantal) 
Military  and  other  stores  from  this  post.  As  I  Had  Carried  no  military 
stores  to  this  post  I  therefore  Judged  it  Improper  to  Let  the  garrison 
be  Intirely  destitute  of  Amunition,  I  therefore  retained^  some  part 
of  the  Military  stores  (for  which  I  gave  Captain  Sumers >  Recept,) 
and  herein  Inclose  your  Escellencie  a  Return  of  the  sameV 
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PrevioaB  to  mj  arrlYal  here  the  Indians  had  Either  Killed  or 
Gaptared  two  men  at  some  Distance  from  this  plaee,  I  Have  also 
received  Authantick  Inteligence  of  one  man  being  Captared  in 
Baffalo  and  of  parties  being  aboat  That  neighbonrnood,  and  Munoy. 
I  also  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Exoellencie  that  a  strict  Attention 
and  Regard  shall  be  paid  to  every  part  of  your  Instruotions  to  me. 

I  am  Sir  with  Every  sentiment 

of  Esteem  &  Respect 

your  Excellencies 

most  obedt.  Humble  servant. 

TH03.  ROBINSON,  Capt'n  of  P.  Rangers. 


Return  of  Gontinaniel  Militia  Stores  Retained  by  Captain  Thomas 
Robinson  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rangers,  For  the  use  of  the  Qar- 
nson  at  Wyoming,  26  Mareh,  1788. 

No.  Boxes,  No.  Rounds. 

4  Rounds  Shot,    ...      21 

7  Do.,      ....        11 

6  Oannister,  ....  81 
4  Do 18 

2  Grape, 24 

3  Do., 18 

7  Swivel  Case,  ...  40 
6  Round  swivel,  .  .  106 
9  Swivel  Case,       ...      88 

12         Case 7    . 


Total, 


814 


6  papers  Tubes, 
8  pairs  Drag  Ropes, 
10  Sticks  port  flijBs, 
1  Dark  Lantron, 
8  Spongesi 
4  Scoops, 
6  Worms, 
4  Oil  Cloths, 

Direetedj 

His  Excelleneie,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Snpreame  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
Per  Capt.  Peter  Sumers. 


8  lbs.  Lead, 
2  lbs.  powder, 
18  Bayonets, 
5  Old  Shovels, 
1  Old  Pine  Chest  &  Desk^ 
a  Quantity  of  Rotton  Slow- 
match  not  fit  for  use. 
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John  Nicholson  to  PrbS.  .Dickinson,  1783. 

Gomptr.  Generars  Office, 

Pbilada.,  March  26th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Pennit  me  to  request  that  an  Order  may  be  drawn  upon  the 
Treasurer  in  my  favor  for  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  specie  for  payin; 
sundry  Contingent  expenses  of  this  office  for  which  sum  I  w 
account. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  respect  your  ExcelFy  most  obedt.  servant, 
JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Penna. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1789. 

Gomptr.  General's  office, 

Philada.,  March  26th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  request  that  an  Order  may  be  drawn  in  my  (fivor 
for  the  further  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  state  money  for  paying 
depreeiation  Certificates  agreeable  to  directions  of  Assembly.  The  sum 
last  rec'd  is  expended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  Obedt 

very  Humble  servant, 
JNO.  NICHOLSON.* 

Directed, 
His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  of  Penna. 


Answebs  op  Hon.  Geo.  Brtan,  1783. 

The  answer  of  George  Bryan,  fourth  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Peunsilvania,  to  certain  questions  proposed  by  his  Excel- 
lency the  president  &  the  honorable  the  Council.     March,  1783. 

First, 

Whether  Commissions  of  oyer  &  terminer,  as  they  have  been 
usnally  issued  in  this  State  since  the  revolution,  in  general;  and 

»  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XIU,,  p.  Ml. 
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partienlarly  whether  a  GonnDiflfflon  of  oyer  &  torminer  lately  iBsaed 
for  Westmoreland  &  WaahiDgton  OoantieB|  are  agreeable  to  the  Con* 
•titnlion  &  laws  of  this  State. 

Answer, 

The  Act  of  Assembly  of  1722,  for  establishing  Courts  of  Jna- 
tioe,  appcHnts,  that  the  Jastioes  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  tiien 
held  at  the  pleasure  of  the  governor,  should  be  justices  of  oyer  & 
terminer.  This  Law  especially,  if  taken  into  oonsideraUon  with  the 
Act  of  1718,  for  the  advancement  of  Justice,  dotb  not  make  the 
Jttd^  the  only  Commissioners  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  in  capital  cases. 
And  if  such  construction  might  have  been  taken  on  the  passing, 
yet  long  contrary  usage  &  acting  seems  to  have  decided  the  point. 
The  standing  Judges  at  Westminster  are  not  the  only  Commia* 
sioners  of  oyer  &  termmer  in  England,  &  even  since  the  act  of  Wil* 
Ijam  the  3',  by  which  independent  Commissions  &  salaries  were 
established  for  them,  no  such  idea  has  been  entertained.  Nothing 
has  passed  in  Pennsilvauia,  as  I  know  of,  at  or  since  the  American 
revolution  to  introduce  any  alteration  upon  this  point.  It  may, 
perhaps  be  suggested,  that  this  authority  in  the  Council,  may  be 
abused,  as  it  enables  that  board  to  select  Judges  in  a  particular  case, 
to  hear  &  try  with  design  to  prevent  a  fair  &  equal  heariog.  But 
such  doings  ought  not  to  be  presumed.  They  would  be  too  odious. 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  there  may  be  cases  of  atrocious  offence  in 
which  such  Commissions  would  not  only  be  legal,  but  proper.  As 
to  the  Commission  issued  lately  to  Westmoreland  snd  Wasbington 
Counties,  with  Blanks  in  it  for  the  names  of  the  accused ;  1  should 
think  it  void  for  that  circumstance.  But  the  uncertain  description 
of  these  persons  leaves  the  matter  without  all  doubt.  Such  a  writing 
could  give  no  authority  whatever  to  the  Commissioners.  The  whole 
proceedings  under  it  must  be  null,  in  my  opinion. 

Second, 

Whether  the  modes  directed  by  the  Acts  of  Assembly  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  by  the  Council,  without 
Elections  by  the  people,  are  warranted  by  the  Constitution. 

Answer, 

By  the  30th  section  of  the  Constitution,  if  the  freeholders  of  any 
district,  incline  to  have  a  justice  of  the  peace  appointed  in  such 
district  in  a  manner  different  from  the  mode  therein  directed,  the 
Legislature  may  gratify  them;  but  that  the  Assembly  upon  the 
neglect  or  refusal  of  the  freeholders  to  choose,  may  authorize  the 
executire  branch  to  appoint  is  not  clear  to  me.  Perhaps  the  Council 
upon  such  neglect  might  Commission  Justices  of  the  peace,  till  the 
proper  Electors  resume  their  rights  under  the  general  power  given 
in  the  20  Section  to  supply  all  vacancies.  However,  this  is  not  a 
case  like  that  of  vacancies  in  the  places  of  Sheriffs  ft  Coroners,  offi- 
cers, essentially  necessary  to  the  compleat  organization  of  justice  & 
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whieb  Connoil  most  immmediately  fill ;  whereas  the  neglect  of  two 
or  three  dietriets  in  a  County  to  exercise  their  priviledge  of  electing 
Justices  of  the  peace^  would  not  be  attended  with  anj  gr^at  incon* 
Tenieucj. 

Upon  starting  this  auestion  another  idea  has  arisen.  It  has  been 
asked  whether  the  authoritj  by  the  ninth  Section  given  to  the  leg- 
islatnre,  to  incorporate  Towns,  Burroughs,  Cities  &  Conntiee,  in« 
dudes,  not  that  of  constitutiug  Mayors,  Aldermen  &  Burgesses  of  a 
different  appointment  from  the  Constitution,  with  the  powers  ft 
jurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace? — I  think  not,  unless  the 
major  number  of  the  freeholders  be  desirous  of  it ;  and  this  be  pro- 
perly manifested  to  the  Legislature.  For  such  communities  were  at 
common  Law  long  before  the  institution  of  Justice  of  the  peaeC; 
who  came  in  by  statute.  Many  corporations  of  this  kind  subsist  in 
England,  which  have  no  such  Magistracy  in  them,  under  their  Char- 
ters. The  City  of  Westminster^  for  instance,  is  governed  by  a  high 
Steward  &  Burgesses,  who  nominate  a  bailliff,  which  acts  as  a  Sher- 
rif.  The  justices  for  the  Liberty  of  Westminster,  who  are  specially 
commissioned  by  the  Crown,  have  the  care  of  the  peace,  &  hold  a 
quarterly  sessions  to  hear  and  try  offenders.  Yet  the  Corporation 
of  this  City  holds  Courts  of  common  pleas  and  a  conrtr  similar  to 
the  Courts  Lcet,  which  determines  upon  nuisances  &  other  offences. 
'^  By  Holt  chief  justice,  tho'  a  man  be  a  mayor,  it  doth  not  follow,' 
<'  that  he  is  a  justice  of  the  peace;  for  that  must  be  a  special  grant 
in  the  Charter.^'  Raymond  183Q.  The  Legislature  may  therefore 
erect  Corporations  of  Towns,  without  thereby  constituting  Justices  of 
the  peace  within  such  Communities,  &  the  Constitution  upon  both 
these  heads  is  very  consistent,  especially,  as  the  very  mode  of  the 
30  Section  may  be  established  in  such  Towns.  But  if  any  yariation 
be  designed,  it  should  seem,  that  the  freeholders  be  called  together,  & 
that  they  request  it  in  a  special  manner  pointing  out  the  perman- 
ancy  &  manner  of  choice. 

If  tho  authority  to  incorporate  Cities,  Towns  &  Counties  could 
be  supposed  necessarily  to  include  a  right  to  give  the  jurisdiction 
of  a  Justice  of  the  peace  to  a  Mayor,  Alderman  or  Burgess*  the 
SOth  Section  of  the  Constitution  might  be  easily  evaded,  altogether 
by  incorporating  every  County  for  certain  purposes.  Nay  I  tho 
priviledge  of  electing  the  Sherriff  by  the  freemen  might  be  wrested 
out  of  their  hands  by  a  like  artifice.  For  a  Bailliff  might  be  con- 
stituted to  do  the  duties  of  the  Sherriff  withm  such  County,  Town 
or  City.  And  the  argument  would  be  strengthened  by  this  circnm- 
stance,  that  Baylififo  of  Corporations  are  as  early  as  the  introduction 
of  municipal  governments  borrowed  from  France  &  Italy  soon  after 
the  Conquest.  The  Communities  of  Cities  were  an  assuagement  to 
the  rigor  of  the  feodal  Government,  whereby  the  Inhabitants  of  Towna 
were  protected  &  supported  in  their  independency  of  the  neighbour- 

*  See  the  case  of  Kew  Sarum  Strange,  1154. 
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iog  Lords,  &  therefore  vnA  priviledges  were  oooe  of  great  eonse- 
qaenoe  to  the  traders  and  artisans.  Hence  they  were  eagerly  sought 
for  in  England.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  old  barroushs  are  all 
within  the  Lands  of  royal  demesne,  k  therefore  it  most  be  inferred 
that  the  King  alone  favonred  these  franchises.  The  great  freeholders 
without  doubt,  were  anxious  to  hold  the  people  down  under  the 
aerrile  oondition  of  Villeinage ;  a  species  of  Slavery,  which  yet  ob- 
tains in  Russia,  Poland  &  divers  other  Countries. 

How  far  the  authority  of  the  Assembly,  in  constituting  Magis« 
trates,  with  jurisdiction  equal  to  Justices  of  the  peaoe,  has  been  ex- 
ercised constitutionally  in  reviving  the  Charters  of  Chester  and 
Lancaster,' or  in  framing  a  municipal  police  for  the  Town  of  Carlile, 
I  am  not  fully  informed.  But  if  the  consent  of  the  major  part  of 
the  freeholders  in  these  Burroughs,  has  not  been  expressed  so  as  to 
justify  the  innovations  made  by  giving  power  to  the  freemen  an- 
nually to  choose  justices  of  the  peace;  I  can  hardly  think  the  Bur- 
gesses under  these  incorporating  Acts,  however,  improved  the  man- 
ner of  doing  the  business  may  be,  possess  any  more  jurisdiction 
than  that  of  conservators  of  the  peace.  These  Magistrates  will  do 
well  to  enquire  into  this. 

There  was  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  in  1777,  authorising  the 
Council  to  appoint  Judges  of  the  City  Court.  As  these  magistrates 
exercise  power  to  hear  &  determine  conoerniog  the  peace  the 
Council  has  heretofore  carefully  Commissioned  Justices  of  the 
peace  to  sit  there. 

But  as  to  the  Law  of  81st  August,  1778,  whereby  the  Council 
was  directed  to  appoint  justices  of  the  peace  upon  the  neglect  of  tho 
freeholders  to  elect,  I  do  not  think  it  will  warrant  tho  Council  to 
proceed  aooordingly.  The  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  in  1777, 1  shall 
Ive  like  answer  to.  These  last  I  always  considered  as  temporary, 
b  unconstitutional  use,  as  I  remember,  was  made  of  them. 

Northern  Liberties;  24th  March,  1783. 

GEO.  BRYAN.* 


i 


Answbbs  of  C.  J.  McKean,  1783. 

Queries  proposed  to  Honourable  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  to  which,  Counoil  request  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  give 
answers. 

1.  Whether  Commissions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  as  they  have 
been  usually  issued  in  this  State  since  the  Revolution,  in  general,  and . 
particularly  whether  a  Commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  lately 
issued  for  Westmoreland  and  Washington  Counties,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon,  are  agreeable  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this 
State? 

»  See  CoL  Eec.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  648. 
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2.  Whether  the  modes  directed  by  Aots  of  Assembly  for  the 
appointmeDt  of  Jaatioes  of  the  peace  by  the  Govncil,  without  Bleo* 
tioDs  of  the  People,  sre  warrantai  by  the  Gonstitation  ? 
Oonncil  Ohambery 

Philadelphia,  March  20th;  1783. 
Answers. 

1.  It  rather  appears  to  as,  that  Commissions  of  Oj/er  df  Terminer 
as  they  have  been  usually  issued  in  this  State  since  the  Revolution, 
if  they  are  all  conformable  to  the  precedent  shown  to  us  are  warranted 
by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  State.  These  commissions  are 
by  the  common  law,  and  are  not  restrained  by  any  Statute,  Act  of 
Assembly  or  the  Gonstitation,  and  have  the  sanction  of  long  and 
constant  usage  prior  to  the  Revolution.  But  we  humbly  conceive, 
they  should  be  granted  with  great  caution,  and  only  upon  very 
urgent  occasions,  when  the  offences  are  of  a  very  heinous  nature  and 
require  immediate  punishment ;  and  after  they  are  executed,  they, 
together  with  the  proceedings  thereon,  ought  to  be  returned  into  the 
Supreme  Court.  Special  commissions,  granted  on  the  complaint  of 
particular  persons,  are  prohibited  by  divers  statutes  and  void. . 

The  commission  lately  issued  for  Westmoreland  and  Washington 
Counties  and  sent  to  us,  in  which  the  names  of  the  persons  to  be 
tried  were  not  inserted  by  the  Council,  but  by  another  hand  after 
it  had  passed  the  seal,  &c.,  and  after  it  arrived  in  those  counties,  and 
in  which  one  of  the  offences  is  insufficiently  described,  is  in  our 
opinion  bad.  A  Warrant  for  felony,  signed  and  sealed  by  a  Justice 
of  the  peace,  having  a  blank  for  the  names  of  the  party  to  be  arres- 
ted and  afterwards  fiUed  up  by  another  person,  has  been  adjudged 
void  in  law. 

2.  We  are  of  Opinion,  that  no  appointment  of  a  Justice  of  the 
peace  for  any  city  or  county  can  be  valid,  unless  he  has  been  pre* 
viously  elected  by  a  majority  of  the /reeholdert  of  some  ward,  town- 
ship or  district,  or  unless  this  mode  is  desired  by  a  majority  of  the 
freeholders  to  be  altered,  before  an  Act  of  Assembly  is  made  for  the 
j>urpose. 

TOO.  M'KEAN* 

Philadelphia, 

March  27**  1783. 
Indor$edy 

From  Judges,  March  28th,  1788.  Answers  of  the  Hon.  Chief 
Justice  Thos.  M^'Kean  &  George  Bryan,  Esquires,  to  certain  ques- 
tions put  to  them,  upon  the  subject  of  Wm.  Hank's  trial  &  oonvio- 
tion,  and  the  laws  respecting  Justices  of  the  peace. 

Read  in  Council  the  28  th  of  March.  Entered,  (does  not  appear 
to  be.) 

*  See  Col.  R0C.,  Vol.  Zin.,  p.  543. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1783;  21 

IlB60LUTK>N  OP  .GbNBRAIi  AsSKMBtY,  17«8.     • 

State  pf  I^Qin8}(lv:aoi!%'lD  G^ftieral  Assembly. 

Thursday,  March  11, 1783,  A.  M; 
The  Petition  of  Divers  Owners  of  Land  within  the  btfuiids  of  the 
Bettlement  at  Wyoibipg  elaiming  under  Pennsylvania,  read  Marok 
8th  was  read  the  second  Time. 
Whereupon  Ordered, 

Thai  the  CommisAioners,  appointed  FeVy  Sdth^  to  fnlfiU  the 
Duties  enjoin'd  in  the  reporf  of  the  Oommittee  adopted  Feb'y  20th, 
respecting  the  settlers  at  Wioming,  attend  at  Wioming  on  that 
aenrioe  on  the  fifteenth  Day  of  April  next. 
Ordeted, 

That  the  Surveyor  General  or  a  Deputy  under  hitn  be  Directed 
to  attend  the  Commissioners  with  the  Necessary  Papers  on  the  Day 
above  Mentioned. 
Ordered, 
That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  Published  in  tbe  News  Papers. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

fiign'd    PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
A  True  Copy. 
Certified  this  5th  Day  of  April,  1788. 

Jno.  Lvkbnb,  S.  G., 


Rear  AdmiralDigby  to  R.  R*  Livingston,  1783. 

New  York,  27th  March,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  reoeived  your  letter  enclosing  me  the  resolve  of  Congress 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  his  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  but  as  I 
have  as  yet  received  no  Official  accounts  from  England,  I  must  wait 
till  you  on  your  side  relieve  our  Prisoners  before  I  give  that  general 
relief  to  yours  I  so  mnch  wifth. 

There  can  be-noireasou  for  detaining  our  prisoners  one  moment, 
as  Congress  must  suppose  the  peaqe  signed — 1  shall  take  every  pre- 
caution in  my  power  consistent  with  my  duty  to  stop  any  further 
mischief  upon  the  Seas,  But  should  recommend  the  preventing  any 
Vessels  sailing  as  I  have  not  yet  reccfved' sufficient  authority  to  ena- 
ble mo  to  withdraw  my  Cruizers. 

;  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  Obedient 

Hnmble  Servant.  .  , 

ROB*  DIGBY.  ^ 
Direcfedf 
To  Robert  Livingston,  Esqr..  &c.  &c. 
Vol  X.— 2 
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Lt.  John  Oumkings  to  Prbs.  Dickikson,  1788. 

Hanna'g  Town,  Maroh  29ih,  1783. 
Sir, 

J  had  the  honour  of  le^mng  toot  Ezoellenej's  Instmctiond'  of 
tbe  11th  of  Dooemher  last  in  parsaance  of  which  I  indoee  a  Retura 
of  the  state  of  the  Company  for  thia  Present  Month.  1  hare  not 
had  it  in  my  Power  to  send  any  Earlier.  I  could  wish  to  have  had 
jonr  Ezoellency's  Inatmctions  in  what  manner  to  have  made  these 
Beporta,  aa  I  may  perhaps  be  deficient  in  matter  of  form.  That 
part  of  the  Company  which  is  now  present  were  on  furlow  the 
Months  of  January  and  Febmary  last  on  accoant  of  the  aeareity  of 
Provisionsi  &o.  The  Savages  had  already  began  their  cruel  Incur* 
sions  on  the  Frontiers ;  last  Week  they  kill^  two  and  took  two 
prisoners  about  ten  Miles  from  this  Place  near  Brushy  Run.  I 
could  not  learn  what  number  there  was  of  the  Enemy.  I  only  hear 
of  four  that  were  discovered.  They  were  so  bold  as  to  Endeavour 
to  break  open  the  House,  but  were  bravely  repulsed  by  one  Man 
and  one  Woman  who  were  within,  but  without  any  arms  or  weapons 
of  Defence.  One  of  the  Indians  attempted  to  push  his  Oun  in  at 
the  Door,  which  those  on  the  inside  of  the  Room  seized  and  broke, 
upon  which  the  Indians  left  them.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Fron- 
tiers seem  more  discouraged  this  Spring  than  they  have  been,  having 
flattered  themselves  with  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  peace,  which 
hop6s  they  now  think  are  Frustrated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 
and  very  humble  Servant, 
JOHN  CUMMINS, 

Lieut.  Westmoreland  Bangers, 


A  Return  of  Captain  Thomas  Stokely's  Company  of  Rangers  fay 
Westmoreland  County  for  the  Month  of  March,  A.  D.,  1783. 

Captain  on  Parole.    Lieutenant  Present.  Ensign  Present. 

Present  fit  for  Duty,    -  15 

Prisoners  of  War,        -  15 

Deserted,    -        -        -  11 

Total,        41 
JOHN  CUMMINS, 

Lieut.  WestmoreFd  Rangers. 
Direciedf 

fiis  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania 
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Capt,  Philip  Shbawdbr  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Wyoming,  March  29,  1783. 
Sir, 

Id  Obedience  to  jonr  Ezoellenojr's  Orders  I  took  Possession  of 
this  Fort  the.  21st  inst.  and  Cnptn.  Robinson  arrived  the  2ltb. 
From  Captn.  Summers  wbo  bad  been  scot  here  bj  Mr.  Hodgden  for 
the  military  stores  belonging  to  the  United  States  we  received  some 
necessary  Ammunition  for  the  Artillery  at  this  Post  hoping  to  meet 
with  your  Excellency's  Approbation  as  the  Ordnance  otherwise 
would  have  been  entirely  useless.  Powder,  Lead  and  Flints  for 
Rifles  and  Muskets  we  stand  very  much  in  Need,  neither  is  there 
any  at  Northumberland.  The  Conduct  and  Behaviour  of  the 
Inhabitants  resembles  that  of  a  conquered  Nation  very  much.  Thpy 
bad  several  Meetings  concerning  their  public  affairs  this  Week, 
Keeping  the  Result  thereof  a  secret.  Yesterday  Morning  they  sent 
one  Mr.  Ilarvev  to  Connecticut  to  a  Recording  Office  for  Copies  of 
the  Names  of  the  first  settlers  on  Susquahannah  and  when  they  took 
Possession  of  the  Land.  By  another  Gentleman  I  was  informed 
they  had  wrote  to  the  state  of  Connecticut  to  bring  on  another  Trial. 
Last  Tuesday  they  held  Court  but  adjourned  again  the  same  Day. 
As  the  Law  of  Pennsylvania  is  not  established  yet  and  that  of 
Connecticut  abolished,  i^e  Body  of  the  People  a  Concourse  from 
different  states  among  whom  there  is  a  Number  of  the  bad  Kind,  who 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  Times,  would  be  willing  to  defraud  the 
better  sort;  I  would  therefore  entreat  your  Excellency  and  the 
Bon'ble  Council  for  Instructions  how  to  conduct  in  Case  People 
come  of  their  own  accord  or  are  brought  before.  I  would  further 
beg  your  Excellency's  Orders,  what  to  do  when  some  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Claimants  should  come  up  to  plant  a  little  summer  Grain 
as  those  new  i^cquired  People  say,  they  will  not  suffer  the  Pcnns'a 
Landholders  to  plant  any  Thing,  neither  will  they  permit  some  oC 
those  Connecticut  Pennsylvanians  to  raise  any  Grain  on  the  Ground^ 
who  had  done  so  last  year  under  Connecticut  Claim.  Mr.  Gore 
of  this  Place,  who  had  been  sent  some  time  ago  to  the  Assembly  of 
the  state  of  New  York  with  a  Petition  for  a  Grant  of  Land  thirty 
Miles  Square  at  Aghquague  oh  this  Side  of  the  Lake  near  the  Head 
of  the  River  Susquahannah,  returned  last  Night  and  brought  the 
News  that  the  Petition  of  the  Wyoming  Settlers  had  been  granted 
and  that  he  was  to  go  up  &  chuse  the  Place.  ^ 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  Excellency's  Most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant,  . 
PBILIP  SHRAWDER, 
Directed,  .  ^ 

His  iSxcellenoy,  John  Dickinson,  President,  Philadelphia^ 
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Cap.  Shrawdbr  to  John  Van  Campbn,  1783. 

*  Wyomiiig,30  March,  1783. 

Dear  Sir, 

(Copy.)  ^  ^ 

At  and  since  my  nrriTal  at  this  Place  the  Inhabitants  are  ez« 
ceeding  reserved  and  to  judge  by  appearances  the  generality  of  them 
does  not  like  the  Pennsylvanians  to  an  Excess — last  Monday  they  had 
a  Town  meeting  to  sound  their  Parses  whether  they  can  muster  as 
much  as  would  pay  for  a  Tryal,  but  not  coming  to  a  determination 
they  adjourned  till  Wednesday  for  it  seems  some  is  for  Pennsylvania 
&  others  not — on  Tuesday  they  had  Court,  as  far  as  I  could  hear 
nothing  was  done  at  that  so  they  adjourned  again  for  the  Defendants 
will  call  their  authority  in  Question,  and  the  Court  cannot  suppori 
their  authority  by  force.  ^Mr.  Justice  from  below  the  mountain 
near  Delaware  (whom  you  know  &  I  not)  continues  to  issue  warrants, 
or  precepts,  but  Mr.  Yarrington  the  Constable  swears  he'll  not  serve 
any  more  warrants,  as  the  Justices,  can  do  nothing  after  a  man  is 
taken.  On  Monday  Col.  Butler  arrived  here,  and  the  day  following 
be  and  several  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  was  over  .  the  River  to 
Shaweney,  but  whether  on  private  (as  they  wou'd  fain  make  me 
believe)  or  on  Public  I  cannot  tell.  On  Thursday  they  had  a  Town 
meeting  here,  when  they  agreed  according  to  Capt  Spaldings  Infor- 
mation to  me,  to  send  Mr.  Harvey  to  a  certain  Place  in  Connecticut 
for  a  Copy  of  Records  to  see  what  time  the  first  Settlers  came  here 
and  who  were  they  ',  accordingly  Mr.  Harvey  set  off  yesterday  morn- 
ning.  But  by  the  way  of  another  information  I  heard  they  had 
wrote  to  the  Oovemor  and  Assembly  of  Connecticut  about  having 
another  Tryal  for  the  soil,  if  not  for  Jurisdiction  ;  for  the  People 
are  divided,  some  for  one  some  for  the  other,  and  some  for  both. 
They  have  also  appointed  a  Committee  last  Thursday  to  confer  with 
tlie  Committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Assembly.  Cap'  Spalding 
is  one  of  those  for  Wyoming,  he  is  the  truest  of  any  which  I  have 
seen  yet,  h]e  Interest  doth  not  lay  here  at  all,  he  claiming  only  a 
certain  place  near  the  Standing  Stqne,  on  which  he  formerly  lived. 
Other  Gentn.  pretend  ignorance  of  Court  and  Town  Meetings  to 
me^  although. I  am  very  certain  of  the  contrary  &  iVls  very  likely 
they  are  absent  in  Person  but  present  by  Proxy  at  those  MeetingS| 
for  some  particular  reasons  give  me  leave  to  tell  yon  my  opinion  in 
the  matter;  notwithstanding  the  Assurances  you  have  had,  the  Con- 
dact  &  deportment  of  the  People  indicates  a  great  dissatisfaction  for 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Before  I  could  be  up,  I  had  wrote  a 
Letter  to  Col.  Dennison  &  Cap'  Shott)  setting  forth  the  sentiments 
of  both  Branches  of  the  Government  concerning  the  dispntei  but 
during  the  whole  time  of  my  presence  here,  I  have  not  seen  Mr. 
Dennison  yet.  Cap'  Robinson  who  came  up  on  Monday  last  and 
went  off  again  on  Tuesday  last;  informed  mo  there  was  no  Knap- 
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Backs  at  all  at  North'- 1  herewith  send  you  a  Letter  which  I  had 
wrote  some  time  a^,  but  for  want  of  an  Opportunity  conld  not  for- 
ward it^  inclosing  both  pay  and  muster  Roll,  if  yon  have  notreoeiv'd 
any  Money  for  me  on  that  account  please  to  send  them  down.  The 
other  Clothing  is  exceedingly  necessary — ^To  have  provisions  trans- 
ported up  here, 'I  made  applicatioti  for  Waggons,  but  could  not  get 
on  the  "States  Acoount^I  was  therefore  under  the  disagreeable  no- 
oessity  to  engage  them'  myself,  but  when*  Logan  and  Myself  came 
within  about  15  miles  of  Wyoming,  we  met  8  Men,  who^  when  they 
met  the  WaggonetSi  told  them  that  Logan  had  desired  them  to  order 
the  Waggons  battk  to  Zawits'i  Knd  lAiere  to  unload.  As  this  was  en- 
tirely against  my  Orders  &  kuo^wledge  &  encreasing  the  ExpenseSi 
(besides  the  Detention  of  Provisions  Irbich  might  have  occasioned  my 
leaving  the  ground  again)  for  the  cost  Days,  which  Vandermark  in- 
sists to  draw  pay  for,  I.  would  therefore  Kequest  the  fkvor  of  you  to 
settle  this  matter  with  Logan,  for  Vandermark  says  it  is  his  real 
opinion  that  Logan  desired  these  TravelleKS  to  order  the  Waggons  to 
the  above  mentioned  place. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be   ' 

With  due  Respect,  Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servanti 

(Signed) 

PHILIP  SHRAWDER. 
Directed^ 
The  Hon^^  John  Van  Gampeui  Esq';  Lower  Smithfield. 


F&ss.  Dickinson  to  Dklegates  in  CongresS;  1783. 

In  Council,  April  4th,  1788. 
Genilenen; 

The  particular  Circumstances  of  this  state  render  an  attrition  to 
Indian  afiairs  indispensably  necessary ;  and  as  the  present  time 
seems  is  several  Baspects  favorable,  for  obtaining  a  final  and 
advantageous  settlement  of  an  Differences,  We  earnestly  denre  that 
you  will  use  your  utmost  Exertions  in  CoBgveis,  to  prevail  on  that 
Honorable  Body  to  adopt  witfabut  Loss  of  Time  ihef  most  effectual 
measoitMy  for  miaking  Peace  irith  all  the  Indian;  nations^ 
I  am  with- great  Esteem 

Gentlemen,  ' 

your  very  h'ble  servt., 

J,  D. 
fuijfirtedf 

To  Hon^ble  tbe  Delegates  of  Penn^a  in  Congress.     1783,  April 
4th. 
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GOMMISSIOKEBS  FOE  DjKFEKCB  OF  THB  DELA.WAEE,   1783, 

To  the  IIoDorable  the  Sapreme  Ezieoative  OoancU  of  the  Sute  of 

PeniiBylvaaia. 

We  the  CommissionerB  appomiad  to  procure  and  eqaip  m  arei*- 
juent  for  gaarding  and  defieoding  the  nayigatioa  of  the  Bay  &  River 
Delawarei  voet  respectfully  beg  leave  to  repreeent.  That  as  bo  doubt 
sow  appears  to  remain  that  Hostilities  are  eeaaedi  eonoeiire  it.  our 
I>utj  to  request  joot  permisaion  for  us  to  dispose«of  the.  armed 
Vessels  under  our  dir^ctioQ  belonging  to  the  State,  io  order  to  enable 
us  to  elose  our  aooouuts  with  the  Public.  We  also  wish  to  know 
whether  your  Honors  would  not  approve  of  having .  the  military 
Stores  belonging  to  those  Vessek  that  are  not  penshablci  deposited 
in  the  State  Magaainei  as  at  thiB  time  we  apprehend  they  wou'd  sell 
for  very  little  money. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  every  respect 

your  Honors  H'bte  Servts., 

JNO.  PATTON,  -) 

FRAN'S.  GURNEY.      [  Oomr's. 
WILUM.ALLIBONE,) 
Indorsed, 

Read  &  ordered  y*  they  be  directed  to  sell  the  armed  vessels  under 
their  direction  &  deposit  the  military  stores  in  the  public  magazine. 


EzEEiEL  Robins  to  Hon.  James  Ieyinb,  178S. 

New  York,  April  6th,  1783. 
Dear  Shr, 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  long  expected  Packett  has  this 
morning  arrived,  she  sailed  the  24th  February,  and  brings  us  the 
official  accounts  of  a  Peace,  we  understand  by  private  Letters  therd 
Ss  great  commotions  amongst  the  Ministry  respecting  the  matter,  to 
morrow,  its  said  a  proclamation  will  be  uued  by  the  commander  in 
Chief.  David  Sproat  informs  me  that  he  had  received  his  orders  from 
the  Admiral  to  discharge  all  the  Marine  Prisonerd  to  Morrow,  a 
happy  deliverance  Indeml,  he  likewise  waited  on  me  yesterday  and 
acquainted  me  that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from  the  Gouncill  for 
me  to  make  up  my  accounts  and  pay  what  monies  remained  into  his 
hands,  that  the  Councill  Expected  it  had  been  done  before  this,  I  did 
not  ask  him  to  produce  his  Letter  as  I  believed  it  not  to  be  the  case, 
I  think  there  b  no  reason  that  the  State  of  Pensilvania  should  pay 
for  what  they  never  received;  ^  they  never  received  any  supplies  from 

*  Bee  ArohireB,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  652. 
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lliin»  AwM  wish  to  know  yoar  seDtimeHtfly  woald  luive  wrote  CSoanoill 
respeotiDg  the  matter  but  tboaght  it  ts  well  to  meataon  the  matter 
to  youy  iSioald  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  by  aome  aafe  oonveyance 
wiahing  yom  erery  happiaeaa. 

I  am  with  Reapeot  &  Eateem, 

D'  SuTi  Yoora  Affeotionately. 

BZBKIELBOdlMS. 
Directed  J  Honb'  Jamea  Irvinei  Esq'i  Philadelphia. 
Lkdormdf 

"  April  11, 1788.  Letter  from  Esekiel  Kobins  to  Oen.  Iryine  rec'd, 
ft  ordered  that  Mr.  Robbina  be  informed  that  Mr.  Sproat'a  demand 
waa  not  authoriied  by  any  aot  of  theiray^'  fto.* 


War  Officb  to  Prss.  DiOEnrsoK,  1788. 

War  Ofliee^  April  8, 1783. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  to  enoloae  to  your  BsoeUeney  a  tale  teaolve  of 
CoBgreia. 

I  am  with  perfeet  reapeot, 
Fomr  Bxeellency's 

moat  obedient  servant 

W.  JACKSON. 
Aanat't  Seo^  at  War. 
Directed^ 
Hia  Exoellenoyy  the  Pread't  of  PennaylTania. 


Bbsolvk  of  Congbbss,  lYSS. 

By  the  United  States  in  Oongreasasaembledy  April  4, 1788. 

ReacHvedj  That  the  several  States  be  required  to  snapend  all 
enlbtments  for  any  Begiment  or  Corps  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States  until  the  farther  order  pf  Congress. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


P&ss.  Dickinson  to  Dkleqates  in  Congress,  1783. 

April  11, 1783. 
Gentlemen, 

As  a  oonaiderable  number  of  negroes  belonging  to  Citiaens  of  this 
State  are  now  in  New  York,  we  should  be  gkd  that  the  most  effeotual 
Meaaurea  may  be  immediately  taken  by  Consress,  if  it  is  not  already 
done  for  securing  such  property,  conformably  to  the  seventh  article 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIII.»  p.  653. 
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.  of  the  prdvisional  ariiele,  betwaen  the  United  States  &  Great  Britain 
'  signed  the  80th  of  November  last. 

I  am.OenUemen  with  great  Esteem  ft  regard, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  senrant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 
Honble  the  Delegates  of  Penn'a  in  Congress. 


Thos.  Fitzsxmons  to  P&es.  DicKiNSoif,  1783« 

Sir, 

The  Proclamation  for  a  suspension  of  Hostilitys  being  now  pub- 
lished, the  Commercial  people,  ojf  this  City  are  aozioas  to  know 
whether  Vessels  or  goods  coming  into  this  state  from  Great  Britain, 
or  any  of  her. ports,  or  Colon js  can  be  admitted  to  entry  at  the 
Custom  house. 

I  have  been  requested  to  ask  the  opinion  of  your  Excellency  &  the 
Honble  Councill  upon  this  point  and  as  it  may  be  of  Considerable 
Conscquenoe  to  the  commeroe  of  the  stale,  I  hope  your  Exeellenoy 
will  be  pleased  to  take  it  into  Consideration,  &  favor  me  with  your 
answer  or  Publish  it/ if  that  shall  bethought  most  Expedient. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
Your  Excellcncys 

Most  Obed't  H'ble  Serv't. 
.  THOS.  FITZSIMONS. 

Directed^ 

His  Exciry,  The  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Councill. 
Indonedf 
April  12, 1783.    From  Honble  Thomas  Fitzsimons. 


John  NtcaoLSON  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 

The  State  of  Penn'a. 

To  John  Nicholson,  Dr. 
To  one  Quarters  Salary  as  Gomptr.  Oenl.,  due  the 
13^h  iost.  jei25  0  0 

Sir, 

Permit  me  to  request  that  an  order  may  Issue  upon  the  Treasurer 
in  my  favor  for  the  above  sum. 
I  am  with  due  respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedt.  Humble  servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Comptr.  Qenerars  Office,  April  14th,  1788. 
Directed^ 
His  Exccll'y,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President. 

*  Sec  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  655. 
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CBRTrFICATBS  OF   JOHN    NiCHOLSON,   1783.  " 

The  foDowiDg  persons  have  applied  and  made  oath  agreeable  to 
law  that  their  Gertifioates  respectively  have  never  been  alienated, 
Thej  are  therefore  entitled  to  receive  one  year's. Interest  due  there- 
npon  The  10th  of  April^  lt82^  agreeable  to  the  following  fiohedvde, 
via: 


Abraham  Gordon,  a  flfer  3d  regiment, 
Gaptn.  John  Nice,  late  of  the  6th  reg. 

2.  Gertif., 
Captn.  Bcrnaid  Wai-d,  of  Attlee's  regfc., 
Doctr.  Wm/  Smith,  latei  senr.  Surgeon 

Gettl.  Hospl. 
Ensign  John  Qreei),  late  of  the  Militia, 
Jeremiah  Hornhethe,  a  Matros  Artilleryi 


Principal. 
£46    6  11 

Interest. 
£215   6) 

37911    8 
202    0    0 

22  15    5 
12    2   4 

1029    3    3 
6615 
63  13    ($ 

61 14  10 
4    0    0 
8  16    4 

JNO.  NICHOLSON, 


Comptr.  Oeneral^a  Offiee,  April  17th|  1783. 


The  blowing  persons  have  applied  and  made  oath  agreeable  to 
hw  that  their  respective  Certificates  have  never  been  alienated  they 
are  therefore  In  titled  to  receive  One  year's  Interest  due  thereon  to 
the  10th  of  April,  1782,  Conformably  to  the  following  schedule, 
via: 


Lieutenant  Samuel  .McClellan,  Late 

Lieut.  Pg.  Gamp^  '. 
Captain  Ebeneser  Uarson,  late  of  the 

10th  reg. 
Timothy  Bums,  late  private Bd  reg., 
Matthew  Hagnire,  Captn.  Lt.  ft  P. 

Mr.  Artillery  reg. 
Lientent.  John    Strieker,  of  the 

Second  reg., 
Dennis  McCarthy,  administrator  to 

the  Estate  (ff  Morgan  Connor, 

lale  Colo.  7th  reg.,  Dee'd, 


Principal. 

Interest. 

£467  18    8 

£16    1    6 

297  IS  10 
69    3    7 

17  17    1 
8  10  10 

895  14    0        23  14    9 
201    2    6        12    1    8 


2        27  15    1 


462  18 
JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Comptr.  General'B  Office,  April  lYtb,  17831 


2* 
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CORBBSPONBKNCS  BBLATIVB  TO  WYOMING,   1783. 

WyomiDgi  17th  April,  1788. 
GeatlemeD, 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Represent  the  Claimants  under  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  beg  leave  to  address  you  and  bid  yon  wel- 
come to  Wyoming,  as  the  Representatives  of  the  Honorably  Assembly 
of  this  State.  Year  appointment  and  appearance  here  will  we 
hope  answer  the  good  Purposes  intended  in  the  attainment  whereof 
we  assure  that  every  proper  Indeavour  shall  be  on  oar  part  so  far  as 
otir  Interest  or  personal  inflaence  extends,  we  wish  as  much  as  Pos^ 
sible  to  bary  In  Oblivion,  the  Treatment  oar  Associates  and  fellow 
Citizens  have  recdved  on  those  Lands,  on  which  we  first  entered 
peaceably  and  quietly  under  the  Lawful  Authority  of  this  Govern* 
ment.  But  cannot  help  Observing  that  some  of  the  fairest  Charac- 
ters and  most  worthy  (>itizetts  have  lost  their  lives,  by  men  who 
forced  w  and  others  from  our  Possessions,  even  without  the  pre- 
tention of  authority  fron  any  Government  Whatever.  And  for 
yean  have  bid  defyance  to  the  laws  &  Powers  of  Pennsylvania,  we 
find  by  the  list  of  injured  Purchasers,  that  we  are  Called  to  Repp- 
sent  the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Many  brave  men  who  have  fallen 
in  the  Common  cause  of  their  Country  as  well  aa  ourselves  and 
fthers,  Who  have  impowered  us  to  Appear  for  them.  Our  Grait  and 
only  aim  is  to  set  forth  facts  that  are  incontestably,  True.  To  Wit, 
that  we  were  in  quiet  and  Peacable  Possession  of  those  Lands .  be* 
fore  the  intruders  from  Connecticut  came  here;  that  they  took  Pos- 
session by  force.  Plundered  us  of  our  property  and  Effects,'  aad 
Compelled. us  to  abandon  our  Settlement  fairly  Purchased  fr^m  the 
lawful  owners. 

But  we  trust  the  day  is  now  Come  or  near  at  hand,  when  civil 
Government  will  be  restored  and  the  laws  Executed,  so  as  to  protect 
us  and  our  Associates  from  any  further  insults;  That  the  State  of 
which  we  deem  it  an  Honour  to  be  called  Citizens,  will  extend  its 
Wholesome  Laws  to  this  quarter,  and  that  in  future  we  shall  enjoy 
the  Blessings  of  Civil  Government,  and  Re-possess  the  Property 
Wrested  from  us  by  lawless  Foroo.  ' 

The  unanamous  and  impartial  decbion  of  the  Court  which  lately 
decided  upon  the  Jurisdiction  and  Preemption  of  this  Couotry 
Opens  the  way  for  a  fair  and  full  enquiry  into  the  Justice  of  our 
Claims  as  individuals,  the  foundation  of  which  will  doubtless  be  laid 
before  you  by  the  Ptoper  Officers.  We  have  only  to  assure  you 
that  we  shall  patiently  wate  your  deliberations,  and  pursue  the  steps 
that  your  prudence  shall  point  out  for  Recoverin/i^  of  our  Rights,  as 
we  deem  it  our  duty  to  be  directed  by  your  Opinions,  and  to  Recom- 
mend them  as  a  present  Law  here.  We  must  beg  your  Honours 
will  be  Patient  in  hearing  the  Complaints  of  our  Constituents, 
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which  we  shall  lay  before  joa  from  time  to  time.  By  thia  mode  we 
aball  fully  inform  you  of  the  Situation  of  the  Sufiferers,  and  your 
Wisdom  will  lead  to  the  moat  Effectual  Measures  of  Certain  Re- 
dress. 

We  are  in  behalf  of  the  Claimants  under  Pennsylvaniay  now  As- 
sembled at  Wyoming^  and  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

ALEXR.  PATTERSON, 

Chairman. 
Directed  J 

To  the  Honorable  the  Commtssioncrs  appointed  by  the  General 
AsseiAbiy  of  Penns'  for  Certain  Purposes.    Now  at  Wyoming. 


No.  2. 
Answeb  of  thx  Commissioners. 

Sir,  ..:/."'      '   '    *     ' 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Honble  the  General  As^em- 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  endeavour  to  Compromise  the  dis- 
pute subsisting  between  the  Citizens  of  said  State  and  those  formerly 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  Report  a  mode  of  introducing  CivU 
Government  into  this  part  of  the  state,  beg  leave  to  Return  you 
their  sincere  thanks,  for  the  Polite  Welcome  you  give  them,  as  the 
Representatives  of  this  State,  to  Wyoming. 

The  Sentiments  you  express  of  using  your  endeavours  and  Per- 
sonal Itfluence  to  promote  the  ends  of  our  Mission  in  this  County, 
Viz.,  the  Peace  and  Happiness  of  its  Inhabitants  by  buryine  in 
Oblivion  the  former  ill  Treatment  you,  your  Associates  or  fellow 
Citizens  might  have  received  are  perfectly  Agreeable  to  us. 

Allow  us  to  assure  you  that  as  our  duty  dictates,  so  our  inclination 
will  prompt  us  to  hear  with  Patience  a  pleasure  what  you  may 
think  proper  to  offer  on  this  subject,  and  afterwards  to  determine 
with  Candour  and  Impartiality  on  such  Measures  as  may  have  a 
tendency  to  Establish  Justice,  Peace,  and  the  Regular  exerciso  of 
Good  Government  in  this  part  of  Pennsjlvania. 

With  Sentiments  of  Respect  for  the 
Gentlemen  who  you  Represent,  we  are 

Sir,  your  most  Obt.  and     , 
Very  humble  Ser<", 
JOS.  MONTGOMERY, 
Chairm*. 
Wyoming,  April  18, 1783. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Commissioners. 

Directed^ 

To  Capt.  Alexander  P^ttersoD,  Chairman  of  the  Claimants  under 
Pennsylvania. 
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No.8* 
A.  Pattebsqn  (Chairman)  to  thk  CoMMisoiONiBa. 

Wyoming,  Ap>  22»*,  178a. 
Gent., 

The  Committee  are  hononiefl  by  your  answer  to  their  address,  the 
Assprance  you  are  pleased  to  give  them  of  attention  to  the  rights  of 
the  Citizens  of  this  State,  calls  for  their  Grateful  Acknowledgemente 
and  so  perfectly  harmopizes  with  the  Sentiments  of  the  Committee 
That  we  are  iostructcd  to  Commit  ourselves  wholly  to  your  Direo- 
tion  in  future,  and  in  doing  this  are  Confident,  that  our  rights  are 
in  the  Hands  of  those  who  will  iiave  a  watchful  eye  over  them. 
We  are  Sorry  to  Observe  so  much  of  the  Old  leaven  Remaining  in 
the  Sentiments  of  the  People  of  Connecticut  &  Expressed  in  their 
last  Conference  with  your  Honours,  their  Humanity  would  it  seems 
permit  us  and  our  Assosiates  to  Gow  any  where  over  the  wide  world, 
DO  matter  where,  Provided  they  may  enjoy  our  Lapds,  they  Cannot 
ConvenientYy  spaV^'us  one  foot  for  the  Support  of  our  Families,  We 
think  this  an  ungrateful  return  to  the  good  People  of  this  State, 
and  BO  far  short  of  the  Expectations  of  the  Legislature  whose  Hu*' 
manity  and  Pity  Consigned  to  Oblivion  all  Past  Offences  by  a  Lifw  for 
the  Purpose ;  And  whose  wisdom  pointed  out  the  only  way  of  inferma- 
tion  to  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Real  dispositions  of  the  Con- 
tendiQg  Parties.  Wo  beg  leave  only  to  Suggest  to  your  honputii 
that  we  have  reason  to  think  the  Obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  state 
by  many  of  those  people,  will  not  be  durable — ^Unless  such  Pledge^ 
are  taken  by  your  Honours  tfs  cannot  admit  of  any  evasion  or  denial 
bereafter,  if  that  Assurance  be  once  given,  and  the  Pretended  Claim 
under  Connecticut  Relinquished  in  writing  Publickly,  Planelj  and 
unequivically,  we  wish  them  Afterwards  ever/  Indulgei^($^  that  jrour 
Honours  may  Judge  Gsnerous  in  us,  and  worthy  of  the  Approba- 
tion of  the  Assembly  of  .Pennsylvania,  and  all  the  World. 

We  propose  to  give  them  leave  with  Covenants  of  Warrant  for 
holding  their  Possessions  one  year  fVom  the  first  day  of  March  next, 
at  the  end  of  which  they  shall  deliver  up  full  Possession  of  the  whole ; 
They  shall  occupy  half  the  Lands,  Mow  half  the  Meadows,  Dwell  in 
the  Houses  they  now  Possess,  and  Cultivate  their  present  Gardens, 
and  if  they  have  any  opportunity  of  disposing  of  their  Hutts,  Barns 
or  other  Buildings,  they  shall  to  do  it  and  to  remove  them  off  at  any 
time  between  the  present  day,  and  the  first  of  May,  1784.  The 
other  Mjoiety  or  half  of  the  Cleared  Lands  and  Meadows  to  be  pos- 
sessed by  us  and  our  Assosiates  and  no  Impediment  be  thrown  in  our 
way  to  enjoy.  The  Rev'  Mr.  Johnson  to  have  the  full  use  of  all 
the  grounds  he  Tilled  for  two  years,  ending  the  first  of  May,  1785. 
The  Widows  of  all  those  whose  Husbands  were  killed  by  the  Sava- 
ges  to  have  a  further  indulgence  of  one  year,  iifier  1*<  May,  1784, 
for  half  their  possessions  &  a  square  in  the  Town  to  be  set  apart  for 
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tbeir  use,  to  which  tfaej  maj  remove  their  Houses,  and  at  the  Eod 
of  the  term  sell  them  to  the  best  advantngo  for  their  own  nse ;  We 
think  a  Refusal  of  those  terms  hardly  Possible,  bat  if  Stnbbornesa 
tind  disaffecdon  to  the  laws  of  this  State  are  jet  to  Continue,  We 
Trust  jour  honours  will  be  Continced  that  on  our  parts,  we  have 
not  had  in  View  tberelj  our  own  pHvate  Interest,  but  t*hat  our  offer 
will  hppear  Just  and  CbaritaMd  before  God  and  man. 

With  everj  dentiment  of  Resbect^  w  are  Gentlemen, 
jour  most  obedient,  in  behalf  of  the  Co  nmittee  &  by  order, 
.    „    ; ;      A,  PATTERSON,  Chairman. 

Directed,  To  Honble  J'os.  ^ontgojoaerj;  Esq',  Chairman  jo/  the 
Commissioners. 


■    "      No.  4.    .         ' 
John  Jenkins  to  ths  Co;tf|(iS8ioNXBa. 

Gentlemen, 

We  duly  Rcc*  jours  of  the  22^*  Ins*,  inclosing  the  address  and 
Proposals  of  the  Landholders  of  this  State  bj  their  Committee,  and 
altho  we  must  Confess  that  tbeir  Elegant  manner  of  Address  is  far 
beyond  ns,  jet  we  hope  our  Plain  Countrj  waj  of  Communicating 
our  Ideas  ^11  be  forgiven,  but  we  cannot  help  taking  Notice,  that 
in  their  Address  thej  Complain  of- a  proposal  that  was  made  bj  us 
before  jour  Honora  be/iug  Y-cry  wngrateful,  which  to  the  best  of  our 
Remetnbrance  was,  thit  it  had  been  iotiinated  by  some,  that  it  was 
Probable  this  State  would  out  of  Courtesy  bestow  some  thing,  in 
the  land  way  on  the  Settlers  and  Glaimers  of  the  Lands  here  under 
Connecticut,  they  were  only  Ask'd  that  if  tbat  was  Granted  out  of 
Courtesy,  whether  they  would  not  Exchange  and  Suffer  us  to  enjoy 
our  Peaceable  Possession  here  by  way  of  Compromise;  their  answer 
waa  that  they  were  able  to  Apply  for  Lands  as  well  as  we.  We^are 
Extreamly  sorry  to  entertain  the  Idea  that  in  a  Compromise  we  or 
they  should  instead  of  looking  at  the  designed  and  desired  Object, 
be  forming  Mountains  out  of  Mole  Hills,  we  do  not  think  in  the 
lawful  defence  of  what  ytQ  Esteem  to  be  Oar  own  "can  with  any  Jus- 
tice be  Termed  a  disaffection  to  Government^  we  would  add  the 
Petition  we  laid  in  before  the  Legislative  body  of  this  State,  we  was 
In  hopes  would  be  Considered  of  as  we  llnd  it  is,  and  ff  that  is 
Granted,'or  any  other  Satisfactory  Measure  Can  be  come  into  by 
way  of  Compromise,  as  we  would  first  take  all  Lenitive  Measures, 
and  if  nothing  is  Effected  by  this  Method  of  Treating.  We  must 
have  recourse  to  the  Ninth  Article  of  confederation,  as  that  is  th^ 
only  way  Pointed  out  for  the  Try al  of  those  Lands  Claimed  und^ir 
different  States,  and  all^o  we  mean  to  pay  due  Obedience  to  the 
Constitutional  laws  of  Pennsyl%  yet  we  do  not  mean  to  become  Ab- 
ject Slaves  as  the  Committee  of  Landholders  Su22;rt't  in  their  Ad- 
dress to  your  Honord. 
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Tho  proposals  made  by  the  landholders  under  Pennsylv^  bj  their 
Gommitteei  through  you  as  Mediaters  between  us  seem  to  Appear 
to  our  View  to  be  far  from  even  retaining  their  own  Ideas  or  rather 
Contracted  from  those  presented  before  your  Honors,  and  on  no 
other  Conditions  than  a  total  disclaim  and  Imediate  Surrender  of  all 
Claims  will  Satisfy  them ;  what  their  Claims  are  we  know  no^  only 
they  say  they  are  under  Pennsylvania ;  we  Expect  they  are  made 
Ac<|uainted  with  ours,  and  from  that  Possibly  would  wish  to  have 
it  given  up,  for  fear  it  should  Overballanoe  theirs.  But  we  cannot 
as  we  are  Joint  tenants  with  a  much  Greater  body  of  Joint  Propria- 
tors  than  is  here,  without  their  Joint  Consent  give  up  our  Claims  to 
those  Lands  in  dispute,  nor  yet  do  we  thibk  that  the  proposals  by 
them  made  would  tend  to  peace,  and  as  they  are  so  far  from  what  we 
should  Call  Reasonable,  that  in  abort  we  Cannot  Comply  with  any 

Sart  of  their  Proposals — without  doing  the  Greatest  Injustice  to  our 
oint  Claimants,  ourselves  the  Widows  and  Orphans,  and  as  we  seem 
to  be  verry  far  devided  in  our  Ideas,  are  sorry  to  say  we  have  no 
Expectation  of  Coming  to  any  Amicable  Compromise,  yet  we  would 
wish  for  their  Patience  to  see  if  the  Legislative  body  of  this  State 
cannot  devise  some  Measures. in  their  Wisdom,  for  the  Mutual  Bene- 
fit of  the  Whole,  if  they  shall  not  be  able  we  would  on  our  part 
wish  that  a  Happy  End  might  be  put  to  the  dispute  by  a  Speedy 
Trjal  Agreeable  to  the  Ninth  Article  of  Confederation  which  will 
fully  Satisfy  us^  and  we  will  fully  Comply  with. 

With  Esteem  &  Respect,  we  are 
your  Honors  most  Obd*  Humble 
Ser«  Signed  behalf  of  the  Con^  by 
JOHN  JENKINS. 
Wioming,  28  Ap',  1788. 
Directed, 
.    To  the  Hon^'*  Board  of  Commissioners. 


No.  5. 
Jaoob  Johnson  To  the  Com**  of  the  Pennsylvania  Landholders,  &o. 
Gentlemen,  , 

I  thank  you  for  your  distinguished  Favor  shewed  to  me  the 
widows,  &c.»  in  a  proposal  of  Indulgence,  Permitting  us  to  reside  in 
our  present  Possessions  and  Improvements  for  the  present  &  suc- 
ceeding Year.  Altho  I  cannot  Consistly  accept  the  offer,  having 
Chosen  a  Com*'  for  that  porpoae,  who  are  not  disposed  to  accept  of 
or  Comply  with  your  proposals.  However,  I  will  for  myself  ^as  an 
Individual)  make  you  a  proposal  agreable  to  that  Royal  President, 
Sam^  9"^,  16'»,  &  lO^^^  Chapter,  if  that  dont  suit  you  and  no  Com- 
promise can  b(B  made,  or  Tryal  be  had,  according  to  tho  law  of  the 
States,  I  will  say  as  Mephcboseth,  Jonathan's  son  (who  was  lame 
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OB  both  his  feet)  said  to  King  David,  Sam>  19,  80,  yea  let  him  take 
all.  So  I  saj  to  you  Gentlemen  if  there  be  no  resource,  Neither  by 
our  Petition  to  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsyvania  or  otber- 
nise,  Let  the  Landholders  take  all.    I  have  only  this  to  add  for 
my  Consolation  and  you  Gentlemen's  serious  Consideration,  Vis : 
that  however  the  Cause  may  be  determined  for  or  against  mo  (in 
this  present  uncertain  State  of  things,)  there  is  an  Inheritance  in 
the  Heavens,  snre  &  Certain  that  fadeth  not  a  way  reserved  for  me, 
and  all  that  love  the  Saviour  Jesus  Christ's  appearing. 
I  am  Gentlemen,  with  all  due 
Bespect,  &  good  Will  your 
Most  Obd«  Humble  Serv*, 

JACOB  JOHNSON. 
Wioming,  Ap«  24**,  1788.         * 
To  the  Gentlemen  Com**,  &o. 

N.B.  it  is  my  Serious  Opinion  if  we  proceed  to  a  Compromise  ao^ 
cording  tq  the  Will  of  heaven  that  the  lands  (as  to  the  Bight  of 
soil)  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  Parties  Claiming,  and  I 
am  fully  Satisfied  this  Opinion  of  mine  may  be  proved  even  to 
a  demonstration  out  of  the  Sacred  Oracles.  I  would  wish  you  Gen- 
tlemen would  turn  your  thoughts  and  enquiries  to  those  3  Chapters 
above  rcfered  to  and  see  if  my  Opinion  is  not  well  Grounded  &  if 
so,  I  doubt  not  but  we  Can  Compromise  in  love  and  Peace — and 
save  the  Cost  and  Trouble  of  a  Tryal  at  Law* 

Na6. 
Alex.  Patterson  (Chairman)  to  Commissionees. 
Gentlemen, 

By  the  Reply  of  the  Committe  of  Connecticut  to  our  Proposals 
a  Copy  of  which  we  were  favoured  with  by  you,)  we  find  those 
jentlcmen  have  thrown  off  the  Ma^k  at  lust,  and  in  their  own 
J^lam  Country  tcay  tell  you  they  are  Sorry  to  My  they  have  no  Ex- 
pectation of  Comintf  to  any  Amicable  Compromise  ;  they  might  have 
added  with  equal  Truth  that  they  never  Intended  to  do  any  thing, 
but  what  dire  Necessity  obliged  them,  the  forming  mountains  out  of 
Mole  Hills  never  Originated  in. the  mind  of  the  Peaceable  Citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  unhappy  for  our  quiet,  that  it  entered  into  the 
Bcstless  imagination  of  the  Susquehannah  Adventurers,  their  de- 
signed &  desired  Object  is  to  hold  by  force  the  Lands  which  we  have 
fairly  purchased  and  possessed  in  quiet,  under  the  lawful  Authority 
of  this  State )  It  Cannot  be  Possible  that  Ideas  of  holding  our  Pro- 
perty otherways  than  by  force,  could  enter  the  minds  of  even  the 
least  informed  of  them,  petitions  may  be  wrote  and  Committees  Ap- 
pointed to  talk  with  you  and  us,  to  Lull  the  State,  but  actions  speak 
louder  than  words  and  proofs  as  Clear  as  demonstrations  is  in  our 
power  to  Shew  their  insults  to  this  State  and  Contempt  of  its  Laws 
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— Hxej  try  to  pervert  the  meaning  of  words,  and  to  offer  generous 
to  an  Eztreeme,  they  Reply  that  they  mean  not  to  become  Abject 
Slaves  as  the  Committee  of  Landholders  Suggest  in  their  address  to 
your  Honours — ^to  Refute  "this  we  only  have  to  appeal  to  yon  for 
the  Rectitade  of  our  measures  and  endeavours  to  do  good.  Tbat 
we  required  a  full  ezplisite  and  nneqnivocal  disclaim  of  their  Right 
to  our  Lands  is  True,  for  we  can  relv  no  longer  on  Promises  made 
only  to  amuse  us,  fatal  Experience  has  Convinced  us  that  we  have 
been  too  Credulous,  whether  they  know  our  Claim  or  not  is  of  little 
Avail,  your  Honors  know  them  well,  they  have  been  laid  before 
you,  we  are  not  acquainted  with  theirs  and  the  Judgement  of  the 
Greatest  Court  in  the  United  States  assures  us  that  their  rights  are 
not  to  be  understood  any  mori  than .  the  Application  of  the 
Ninth  Article  of  the  Consideration  in  the  Case  between  them  and 
us. 

We  leave  the  Explanation  of  "Joint  Tenants  and  Joint. Proprie- 
tors to  those  QehtTemen  learned  in  the  L(iw  Jointly  and  Severally 
to  form  then:  Ides^  from,  and  Parcell  it  out  amongst  tho  Joint 
Claimants  in  G^nts  of  six  miles  Square  to  the  South  seas,  we  shall, 
however,  follow  the  adVice  of  those  Gentlemen  in  every  Prudent 
Act  and  patiently  wait  for  the  dccfision  of  our  Assembly,  and  have 
to  lament  that  the  Generosity  of  this  State,  and  your  Zealous  En- 
deavours to  Accomplish  the  laudable  ends  of  your  Mission  have 
been  fruitless  in  tub  Instance.  Be  Assured  Gentlemen  that  our 
Constituents  and  ourselvieraro  Impressed  with  the  Highest  sense  of 
your  good  intentions  to  Promote*  Peace,  Order  and  good  Govern- 
ment in  this  Country,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  through  your  means 
&  Just  representations  of  our  Situation8,>e  shall  <^ti|in  ^uob  Speedy 
Redress  as  the  Wisdom  of  the  Legislature  shall  think  adequate  to  our 
wants,  and  the  laws  of  the  State  be  extended  and  Supported  eo  as  to 
Protect  the  innocent  and  Punish  the  Transgressor  of  every  Denomiina- 
tion  in  the  Ready  Execution,  of  which  we  beg  your  honors  will 
assure  the  Legislature  that  we  shall  behave  like  faithful  Citizens. 

Please  to  accept  our  warmest  Wishes  for  a  Safe  Journey  home  to 
each  of  you,  &  believe  us  to  be  with  Sentiments  of  the  Highest 
Esteem  and  Regard.  /  ' 

your  most  Obd^,  and         .     . 
Very  hum*  Serv**. 
ALEX.  PATTERSON. 
Chairman. 
Wioming,  April  24, 1783. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Committee. 
Directed, 

To  the  Honourable  Joseph  Montgomery,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 
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No.  7. 

A  List  of  tfie  Hoosehoidera  of  the  Different  Settlements 
Wjombg  who  wish  to  Support  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania. 


at 


Samuel  Hoover^ 
Thomas  Hissam, 
Helmes  Chambm,! 
Joseph  Yanormany 
Eph*  Yanormaiiy 
Nicholas  Brink, 
John  Lanterman, 
Nioodemns  TraviS| 
John  Borelini 
Low  Kenney, 
Pilitiah  Pieroe» 
Ebenezer  Taylor^ 
James  Brink, 
Thomas  Brink| 
Peter  Chambers^ 
Peter  Taylor, 
Samuel  Drake, 
William  Brink, 
Thomas  Parks, 
Benjamen  Baser, 
Elisha  Courtright, 
Nath'  Devenport, 
William  Beatle, 
Petbr  Devenport, 
Conrad  Lyons, 
Peter  Y"  houten. 


James  Spraig, 
Benj*  Bailey, 
Tho»  Bolum, 
John  Hide, 

Donty, 

Stephen  Tuller, 

^  Harris, 

West, 

Tho»  Brown, 

Abitt, 

Jos.  Ellott, 
Jabias  Sells, 
Paul  D.  Shott, 
Henry  Tonsman, 
Isaac  Bennett, 


John  PtUbury, 
John  Miller, 
Jamiea  Brinks 
Elisher  Decker, 
Benj"  RosseU, 
John  Jacobs, 

Woodwwth, 

Dariaa  Parks, 
Riah  Steaphens, 
Thomas  Bennet, 
John  Nobles, 
Diah.  Nobles, 
Elisha  Lipenwell, 
James  Nobles, 
.  Lebias  Stubs, 
.  Sam«  Tubs, 
Nathan  Barlow, 
John  Heway, 

Galp, 

Benj»  Gamer, 

Church, 

Jon"  Church,  . 
John  Roberts, 
—  Harry, 
Henry  Decker, 


Billings, 

Jacob  Woodcock, 
Deritb  Woodcock, 
George  Charles, 
David  Brewster, 
Joseph  Huserman, 
John  O'Neal, 
James  Johnston, 

-  William  Fish, 
John  HoUaback, 

Johnson, 

Drake, 

James  Grimes, 

Terrell, 

AUenton, 

.  Hoses  Brown, 
Wardner, 

',Sam>  Sheppard, 
Jesse  Drake,. 
Persevere.  Cooly,  . 
Jer*  Y"  C^Prdan, 
Henry  Johnson, 
Tho-  M'Clnre, 

Jones,  Junior, 

M'Stanbury, 


Under  Connecticut. 

Willtam  Ivory, 
William  Ross, 
Lord  Buttler,  * 
Robert  Young, 
Jabas  Fish, 
Justis  Jones, 
Abel  Perington, 
John  Hagerman, 
Matt^  Hollaback, 
Nathan  Deonison, 
W-  Hooker  Smith, 

Fitzgirl, 

Jilis  Slocom, 
Simon  Spalding, 
James  Sutton, 


Obediah  Gorcf, 
Lieu*  Mdyers, 
Samuel  Gore, 

Jauslin, 

WiMiam  Slocom, 

Evans, 

— —  Buck, 
——  Trucks, 
— —  Sandford, 
Jacob  Johnston, 

Johnston, 

Reuben  Herrington, 
John  Fitch, 
Ah.  WcBtbrook, 
Ephriam  Tylor, 
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Thomas  Reed, 
William  Jacknon, 
Leonard  Weatbrook, 
Daniel  OorOi 
— —  Jewell, 
Fred.  JaoksoU; 
Prioe  Cooper,' 
Joseph  Randell| 
Alsa  Bumom, 
Charles  Annest, 
Robert  Jemmison, 
Nathan  Northoop, 
Raasell  Franklin^ 
John  Habberl^ 
Samuel  Coe^ 

Trip, 

Nathan  Bnllock^  ~ 
Joseph  Cory, 
Samael  Ayres, 

Alldon, 

Reuben  Ooob, 
Nannaasa  Cody^ 
Jonah  Rogeirs, 
Benjamin  Coley 
Roben  Jon^y 
Isaac  Benjamins^ 


Daniel  Ingison^ 

Nesbit, 

Samael  Ransomi 
Phinias  Nash, 
— —  Badlock, 
Benjamin  Harvyi 
Nathan  Kinsley, 
Frederick  Eveliaait; 

Heth, 

Nathan  Cook, 
Nathan  Cary, 
John  Cafy, 
Ishmail  B^nnet^ 

Walder, 

Teal, 

Elijah  Innman, 
Richard  Innman, 
Thomas  Kenney, 
Daniel  Shenrod, 
William  Hibbard, 
Edw*  Spinoer, 
Caleb  8i»neer, 
John  Durrings, 

Baledingy 

Daniel  Pierooi 


Abel  Pierce, 
James  Adderton, 
Assial  AddertOB; 
Sam'HalUott, 
Benjamin  Jenkins, 
Old  JankiDs, 

Windshipi 

Jon*  Foreaight, 
John  Blandier, 
Rob«  M^^DoweU, 
Phinias  Pierce, 
Partial  Terfy, 
Jonathan  T«rry, 
Solomon  Bennet, 
Thomas  Tpdder, 
Richard  Brook, 

.Biogdami 

Leb  Hammon, 
John  Hammon, 
Josiab  Hammoni 
John  Jenkins, 
Stephen  Oairdner, 
And^  Biancher, 
Frederick  Smith, 
Joseph  Hammon, 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Dklbgatbs  in  Conqrbss,  1788. 

Qentlemen, 

By  a  Law  of  this  state  the  Introdaotion  of  British  goods  is  forbid 
during  the  war.  Many  respectable  Merchants  of  this  City  ha^e 
applied  to  Council  desiring  to  be  informed,*"  if  British  Tessels  may 
in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  be  admitted  to  Entry.  We  there- 
fore earnestly  wish  to  know  the  sense  of  Congress  on  this  pointy 
whether  the  United  States  are  now  at  Peace  with  Qreat  Britain. 
The  Decision  of  this  Question  belongs  to  the  national  Council,  & 
will  when  made  clearly  produce  uniformity  of  proceedings  throughout 
the  States :  But  without  it,  there  may  be  contradictory  sentiments 
&  measures  among  them. 

I  am  gentlemen  with  great  Esteem 

your  very  h'ble  sorvt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

April  18th,  1783. 
Directed^ 

The  Delegates  of  PennsylTania. 

♦  See  page  566. 
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Pbtition  Robert  Turner — State  Flag,  1783. 

To  the  honoundble  the  President  ft  Eiieeati?e  Coancil  of  the  State 

of  Pennsjlvaiiia. 

Greetaog  That  jour  Petitioner  haa  taken  Care  of  taoiatiog  On 
pnhlie  OocAsione  the  State  Flag  on  Market  Street  Wharf  &  bMn  at 
an  ezpenoe  in  the  same  hambl]^  praja  that  joar  honours  would  be 
pleased  to  take  the  Same  into  Consideration  k  allow  him  sneh  pay 
as  jou  in  your  Wisdom  seem  meet. 

ROBT,  TURNER. 

Thursday  mom,  1783,  April  24th. 
Directed, 

The  Honourable  The  President  &  Th6  liieentive  Council  of  the 
State  of  Pensylvania,  Present. 


Samubii  Hobodon  to  CotJNciL,  1783. 

Return  of  Military  Stores  forward  to  Harris's  on  the  Susquehanna 
for  the  use  of  the  Troops  to  be  >employed  on  the  North  Western 
expedition. 

12  Arm  Chests  q«  800  New  French  Muskets  &  Bayoneta. 
2      ditto.      &  1  Box  q'  40  Riflea. 

40  Screws  &  WiperS| 
40  Bullet  Moulds. 
100  Shot  pouch  with  HornSj 
28  Boxes  q«  40,248  Musket  Cartridges, 

4    do.  q«  869  lbs.  Musket  Ball, 

2    do.  qt  2000  Musket  Flints, 

1000  Pistol      do. 
366  Brushes  &  Wires, 
400  Screw  drivers. 

Philadelphia,  20th  April,  1783. 
Sir, 

The  above  mentioned  Arms  and  Stores  were  delivered  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  destined  for  an  incursion 
into  the  savages'  Country  in  the  month  of  September  last,  none  of 
which  have  been  returned. 

with  esteem 

I  am  yours, 

SAM.  HODODON,  Com.  M.  S. 

Directed y 
John  Armstrong,  Jnnr.,  Bsq  ,  Secretary. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  588. 
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No.  1— OORBESFOHSKBCB    OF    BeV.    JaUJ^    FiNLST,,  1783. 
GeolCoanty,  Maryland,  Apnl  28, 1788. 

Afl  y  Hon'bler  Goancil  over  wbioh  your  Ezcelleticj  presides  was 
pleased  to  appoint  me  to  fulfil  y*  Intentions  of  y  Legislatore  by 
endeavouring  to  bring  those  deluded  OitiBens  In  j"  western  oonnties 
to  a  proper  Sense  of  tbeir  duty)  who  seemed'  disposed  to  sepsrato 
from  y*  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  &  erect  a  New  &  Inde* 
pendent  state  &. left. it  with  me  to  act  as  prudence  might  direct,  &o. 
And,  as  I  undertoook  this  business,  they  donbtlesif  had  a  right  to 
demand,  &  therefore  may  justly  expect  me  to  give  an  account  of  my 
conduct  hereip  j  which^  ma^y  it  please  your  Exeellencjr^  was  as 
follows: 

Immediately  upon  y«  receipt  of  y«  appointment,  &  your  Excel- 
lency's Instructions,  which  were  of  lingular  use  to  me,  I  set  off;  & 
endeavoured  to  gain  all  y«  knowledge  I  could  of  y«  sentiments  & 
conduct  of  y*  people  in  y*  different  parts  of  those  Settlements. 
And,  as  I  found  y*  y*  Inhabitants  on  y*  east  side  of  y«  River 
Youghioganni  were  mostly  opposite  to  a  New  State,  I  passed  them 
by.  A  considerable  number  of  those  between  s'  River  &  y* 
Monoungehela,  as  well  as  a  great  part  of  Washington  County,  I 
found  to  be  fond  of  it ;  being  misled  'Iky  a  few  aspiring,  &  I  suspect 
ill  designing  men,  or  by  men  who  had  not  thorowly  considered  y* 
whole  matter;  Which  later  was  y«  case  of  some  of  y*  Clergy..  I 
also  found  y^  y*  Act  to  prevent  y*  erecting  any  New  &  Independent 
States,  &e. ;  &  likewise  yf  Act  for  y*  sale  of  certain  lands  therein 
mentioned,  &e.i  of  y"  8d  of  December  iast,  ouite  intimidafed  & 
discouraged  y«  populace,  who  had  been  buoyea  up  with  y«  hopes 
of  easily  obtaining,  k  prospects  of  great  advantage  by  a  New  State ; 
&  y*  even  y*  Ringleaders  were  for  eating  in  their  words  &  putting 
a  new  face  upon  their  conduct ;  so  y^  y*  design  of  y*  Legislature 
was  partly  effected,  yet  y*  people  seemed  rather  hushed  than  con- 
vinced :  Therefore  I  called  upon,  a  number  of  y*  Ministers  &  other 
Gentlemen,  conversed  with  some  &  wrote  to  others,  as  well  aa 
cautioned  y"  people  after  Sermon  against  having  any  hand'  in  such 
Schemes. 

The  Substance  of  my  conversation,  cautions,  &  letters  is  to  be 
found  in  y«  copy  of  a  letter  I  herewith  send  your  Excellency ;  & 
which  is  nearely  y*  same  with  many  I  wrote  on  y«  occasion;  k 
which,  in  a  leasure  hour  your  Excellency  may  give  a  glance  to,  if  it 
may  be  thought  worth  while. 

I  oafefttlly  concealed  my  appcnntment  from  every  one ;  nor  did 
any  appear  to  suspect  it.  But  while  some  approved  of  my  conduot| 
others^  viz,  y*  New  Statesmen  alledged  I  was  too  officious :  yet  I 

*  SeepoBtea. 
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Bnspect  fippeariDg  in  a  pnblic  Charactcir  in  y*  affair  'would  not  have 
answered  any  better  end.  I  concluded  however  that  having  j* 
letters  in  their  hands  &  readiug  them  one  to  another,  as  I  found 
was  the  case,  they  would  be  obliged  to  attend  to  y"  arguments;  I 
hope  some  good  is  done;  &  cannot  but  believe  y^  y«  New  State 
affair  is  over  at  present.  I  was  six  weeks  in  y*  country ;  ft  would 
have  tarried  longer  had  it  appeared  requisite  for  y^  good  of  y*  State, 
But,  I  must  tell  your  Excellency  y*  I  fear  much  opposition  will  be 
made,  especially  by  those  disappoiirted  in  their  expectations  about  a 
New  State,  &  artifice  used  to  evade  a  tar,  I  wais  greatly  opposed  in 
this;  &  could  not  answer  y*  objections  against  a  tax  in  cash,  other- 
wise than  by  alledging  y^  y«  Assembly  would  surely  adopt  some 
easy  measure  which  y«  people  could  comply  with ;  •&  I  hope  this 
will  be  done,  as  those  Settlements  are  nearly  destitute  of  cash. 

If  a  Campaign  should  be  carried  on  to  y  westward  this  summer 
or  fall  in  order  to  check  y*  insolence  of  y*  savages,  who  have  already 
killed  ft  captivated  many;  y*  people,  I  doubt  not,  will  readily 
contribute  in  min  or  wheat,  each  man  his  share  of  y«  tax;  ft  by 
this  means  will  be  brought  into  y«  custom  without  either  force  or 
disputation.  And  if  it  should  seem  good  to  y*  legislature  until 
money  shall  circulate  more  ettet^sively,  to  appoint  active  ft  honesti 
men  to  receive  y*  publick  dues  iti  flour  &  convey  it  to  New  Orleans 
to  market,  y*  people  would  this  way  not  only  pay  y*  public  tax,  but 
also  take  out  patents  for  their  lands,  So  that  in  a  short  time  many 
thousands  would  come  into  y  treasury,  which  otherwise  need  not 
be  expected.  With  an  ardent  wish  for  y«  peace  ft  prosperity  of 
your  Government  this  comes  from  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  &  humble  Servant, 
'  JAMES  FINLEY. 

Dirededf 

To  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson^  President  of  the  Snpream 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


No.  2 — CoRRSSPONDENCB  OF  Kbyi   Jambs  Fiklby,  1788. 

Dunlaps  Creek,  March  y«  l8|  1788. 

s^      .... 

I  have  long  had  a  desire  of  settling  in  this  country^  but  havo 
been  disoouraged  by  y^'  Spirit  of .  opposition  to  Government,  y* 
appeared  among  manyj  And  theirjate  motion  ikra  New  State  seems 
to  me  even  more  nnreasimable  ft  daiige;rpu0  than  any  former  attempt 
especially  y*  of  erecting  themselves;  wiuch.  it  i^  said  has  been  pro- 
posed by  some. 

That  this  motion  for  a  New  State  is  not  only  premature,  &  unjust, 
but  also  dangerous  to  y*  Settlementj  will  appear  by  a  few  considera- 

♦  Sec  Col.  Bcc,  Vol.  XIH.,  p  617. 
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lion. — If  you  considor  y  Borthana  would  Qecessarilj  eosQO  yoa 
canDot  tbink  y^  for  yesrs  to  come  yon  would  be  equal  to  tbeoi. 
You  would  bo  obliged  to  support  a  GonventioD  in  franiiDg  a  Con- 
stitution :  &  afterwards  a  greater  number  of  Counselors  &  Assembly- 
men than  you  now  have:  Also  a  President^  Judges  of  y*  Supream 
Court,  with  Delegates  in  Congress.  Ypu  would  likewise  have  to 
contribute  for  supporting  Ambassadors  abroad  &  an  Army  at  home, 
which,  more  or  less,  must  still  be  kept  up;  &  also  for  discharging 
y*  national  debt  contracted  in  y«  present  war.  Paper  money  you 
Kcow,  would  not  do :  Gold  &  silver  would  be  required  for  all  these 
purposes. — But  could  they  be  expected  from  a  people  always  & 
justly  pleading  their  want  of  such  cash  f  I  fear  they  would  find  y*> 
New  State's  little  finger  thicker  than  y  Old  State's  loyns;  &y<they 
would  soon  complain,  as  y«  members  of  some  weak  States  begin  to 
do  that,  ''The  support  of  Government  is  too  heavy  for  them.'' 
Whereas  continuing  as  you  now  are  mucli  of  y'  above  ezpencea 
would  be  cut  off. 

I  must  also  tell  yon  y*  y  motion  for  a  New  State  seems  unjust ; 
For,  consider  yS  Pennsylvania  has  as  good  a  title  to  all  y  landa 
within  her  lines  aa  any  State  in  y  Confederacy ;  or,  as  any  of  yoa 
have  for  your  phintations :  And,  I  may  say,  guaranteed  to  her  by 
y""  other  States,  The  lands  in  this  settlement  y*  were  claimed  by 
Virginia  are  now  acknowledged  by  y^  state  to  be  y  right  of  Penn- 
aylvania ;  &y*  lands  claimed  by  Connecticut  on  y  other  side  are 
now  by  a  Decree  of  Coqgress  confirmed  to  Pennsylvania  also ;  to 
which  .y  Inhabitants  of  said  lands  have  submitted — Consider  like- 
wise that  there  has  been  a  great  expenditure  of  both  blood  & 
treasure  in  part  for  your  defenee.|  &  a  large  sum  (I  am  told  av 
hundred  &  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling)  promised  to  y  late  Pro- 
prietor to  enable  him  to  discharge  debts  probably  contracted  with  a 
dependence  on  his  claim  to  Pennsylvania.  This  heavy  debt  to  him 
had  been  contracted  in  order  to  have  you  as  well  aa  others  exempted 
from  future  propriatory  demands,  i  on  know  S^,  y*  part  of  y*  un- 
located  lands  has  been  allotted,  to  y*  officers  &  soldiers  in  y  Penn- 
sylvania line  for  their  encouragement  in  y  defence  of  your  civil  & 
religious  rights ;  &  y*  y  remninder  is  eonsidered  aa  a  fund  for 
disharging  y  aforesaid  debts. 

These  thraga  eonsidered,  can  your  people  think  it  just  to  attempt 
being  erected  into  |i  New  Sti^te  within  y«  claim  of  Pennsylvania 
without  her  consent,  ft  without  hating  made  any  proper  compensa- 
tion to  her  f  Would  they  desire  to  defraud  y  men  who  fought  for 
them  out  of  their  lands  ?  Or  can  they  think  those  brave  meat 
would  not  resent  y"  ungrateful  treatment,  ft  defend  their  property 
sword  in  hand  1  Or  can  your  people  desire  to  shift  pAying  y*  debts 
which  honour  ft  confidence  both  urge  to  see  discharged  T  Can  they 
attempt  to  lay  y*  foundation  of  a  State  in  iniquity  ft  deceit,  ft  yet 
expect  y  blessing  of  y*  righteous  Governour  of  y  World  ?  Have 
y*  subjects  of  any  nation  attempted,  especially  by  violence,  to  dia- 
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nember  y  Bute,  nxAen  on  aecomit  of  infolon^ie  Ijrranpy  praotifiod 
agaiiut  them  ?  But,  I  suppose,  y  warmest  ooDteDderB  for  y  point 
among  you,  alledge  nothing  of  that  nature.  Ibis  Ne^  Settlement 
baa  rather  been  noised  like  a  child  by  y*  old.  The  Council,  Presi* 
dent,  Judges,  Assembly^  DelegaleS' jo  Congress,  &  y  Aroiy  have 
all  hitherto  been  supported  out  of  th^  Treasury  into  which  you  have 
yet  put  nothing,  &  some  otoq  refuse  to  do  it.  And  why  should 
anch  a  Nursling  attempt  to  desert  y*  parent  before  it  can  stand 
alone ;  &  while,  if  it  were  a  State  must  appear  oontemptible  &  with- 
out weight  in  the  scale  of  Empire  t  This  is  sorely  ridiculous  I  In 
mn  are  y  first  Colonies  of  America  urged  aa  n  Precedent  They 
bad  no  other  refuge  in  their  first  settlement^  but  were  constrained 
by  hard  necessity  to  begin  their  GU>vemment  with  a  few  families  or 
be  without  laws.  Yet  they  had  y*  advantage  ^f  being  without 
debt,  which  is  not  your  case. 

If  any  alledge  great  ineonTenieQce  in  being  oonneeted  with  y* 
other  part^of  y  State,  I  answer  y^  y*  difficulty  is  not  greater  than 
in  some  other  States,  &  far  from  being  insuperable.  The  usual 
business  of  each  county  can  be  transacted  in  itself  without  difficulty ; 
ft  if  tryal  of  canaes  in  y'  Supream  Court  can  be  had  without  much 
expence  by  y*  Circuits  of  y«  Judges ;  while  y"  atteodance  of  mem- 
bers of  Assembly  is  defrayed  by  y*  State  in  general.  Should  y* 
distance  from  y*  present  Seat  of  Government  be  thought  a  griev- 
ance, petitbning  for  removal  to  a  place  more  central  could  not  be 
bkimed,  ft  no  doubt  would  be  granted  as  soon  as  y*  arguments  for 
anch  a  removal  should  appear  to  your  Representatives  weightier 
than  those  against  it.  The  same  measure  might  be  taken  for  having 
a  land  office  established  among  you,  y*  want  of  which  many  com- 
plain of. 

All  these  things  considered,  I  t^ink  it  no  wonder  y*  Congress  (as 
I  am  told,)  treated  a  late  application  for  a  New  State  with  disregard 
ft  I  doubt  not  ever  will  while  matters  contioue  as  they  are.  And 
if  yon  should  without  y«  consent  of  Congress  erect  yourselves  iotq 
a  State,  ft  by  faction  ft  violence  dismem&r  y*  oldy  you  would  cer* 
tainly  incur  y*  Displeasure  ft  bring  y  force,  not  only  of  Penn- 
sylvania, but  of  all  y"  States  upon  you,  since  they  are  bound  to 
assist  ft  defend  each  other  in  y'  possession  of  their  rights.  I 
tremble  to  think  y*  before  we  are*  well  emergsd  from  a  war  with 
for^ignen  we  might  be  called  to  stain  our  hands  in  each  others 
blood  I  There  are  many  who  considering  these  tfaioga  think  ft  even 
'  aay,  y*  y*  motion  for  a  New  State  must  ft  does  originate  with  ill- 
'  designing  men,  who  desire  to  save  their  Estates  at  present,  ft 
'  make  opportunities  for  advancing  themselves  to  posts  of  honour  ft 
'profit  hereafter;  but  cover  their  designs  with  pretences  of  public 
'good.  And, say  they,  we  know  y'  by  such  pretences,  ft  by  y*  same 
'class  of  men  y*  Settlement  has  been  kept  in  coldfusion  year  after 
'year  to  y*  detriment  of  y*  Publick  ft  hurt  of  Individuals;  ft  y 
'  when  one  Scheme  fails  another  is  invented."     Hence  they  alledg  e 
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y*  wben  y*  motion  for  a  New  SUto  has  h«d  its  operation  some  other 
affair  will  be  brought  on  y*  earpet.  If  this  be  trae,  I  may  say,  how 
long  will  yon  suffer  yonrselves  to  be  imposed  upon  1  However,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  there  are  several  Gkntlemen  who  are  far  from  any 
ill  design,  but  thro-  mistake  or  (simplicity  are  led  in.  I  wish  them 
to  consider  &  retreat  before  it  be  too  late* 

Ton  are  all  professors  of  Christianity,  It  surely  requires  men  to 
be  honest,  peaceable  &  submbsive,  attending  to  y*  one  thing  needful. 
But  y"  measures  pursued  by  some  have  a  different  effect.  They 
gender  animosities,  contentions,  &  many  evil  works;  &  may^eadin 
confiscations,  banishment,  &  blood.  There  are  different  Denominap 
tions  of  Professors  among  you ;  strict  notice  will  be  taken  of  all ;  & 
observations  made  on  such  of  these  as  appear  most  refractory  & 
ungovernable.  I  wish  all  may  tivoid  confirming  y"  opinion  of  some 
Gentlemen  at  y«  commencement  of  y*  war.  They  argued  against 
it,  alledging  y*,  ^^  if  we  were  independent,  our  back  Settlements 
especially  thro'  y*  avarice  &  am'hition  of  petty  Statesmen  would 
become  a  New  Germany,  a  Seat  of  Contention  &  field  of  blood. 
Upon  y«  whole  I  would  recommend  to  all  what  I  design  to  do 
myself,  viz.,  cheerfully  to  pay  y*  annual  tax,  which  I  doubt  not  y* 
Assembly  will  make  as  easy  as  cireumstanoes  will  admit,  &  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  get  their  lands  patented ;  which  may  now  be  done  on 
perhaps  y*  easiest  terms  will  ever  be  had.  By  thi^  means  you 
might  in  some  years  be  pretty  clear  of  y*  debts  mentioned;  ft 
might,  if  it  shoidd  then  be  thought  necessary,  with  a  bettor  face 
supplicate  for  a  New  State ;  which  to  attempt  at  present  «eeni8  both 
foolish  &  unjust. 

I  have  been  labouring  for  y*  good  of  this  Settlement  these 
thirteen  yean ;  &  my  constant  wish  for  this,  &  y*  I  &  my  Children 
may  be  allowed  to  live  with  you  in  peace  &  in  y*  fear  &  love  of 
God  prompt  me  to  be  thus  large  on  this  Bubjeot.  Aod  I  am  sure 
my  Character  requires  me  to  endeavour  to  prevent  especially  publick 
evils,  &  to  promote  Righteousness  &  Peace  in  y«  land*  In  y 
meantime  I  am,  with  all  due  respect,  S% 

yours  Sincerely 

JAMES  FINLET. 

P.  S.  As  I  wish  y«  thoughts  I  have  suggested  may  be  duely 
considered  by  y*  people,  so  it  cannot  be  disagreeable  to  mo  y*  you 
shew  this  letter  to  as  many  as  yoa  think  fit 


PbB8.  DiCKIKSOH  to  DBLBGAI^SS  IK  OoiRFCHUBSd)  1788. 

In  GoQiicil;  P^,  Apl.  29th,  '8fc 
CreothfBieily 

Covneil  wrote  lo  yoa  ioiii«  time  tgo,  deriring  tlutt  ycm  wmild 
eadeftTMii^  lo  irtive  the  inoet  effectual  meMuree  speedihrMoptad  hgr 
Gongrees  A>r  neUttg  Peeee  with  the  Indian  nations.  Having  lately 
receiyed  adTices  that  about  forty  Inhabitants  of  this  Sdite  have  been 
killed  and  taken  by  them,  ft  having  good  Reason  to  be  assured,  that 
these  Hostilities  will  be  eontinned  abng  the  Frontiers,  we  think  it 
our  Duty  earnestly  to  yepeatour  Request 

Perh^M  the  United  States  might  appear  more  respectable  to  those 
nations  at  a  Treaty  to  be  held  with  them  after  the  Delivery  ^f 
Niagara  ft  Detroit  tolls  by  the  British;  but,  in  the  meantime,  wo 
hope  such  steps  may  be  taken,  as  may  be  the  means  of  saving 
many  lives,  and  preventiif|^  great  Calamities.  We  wish  Congress 
would  be  pleased  to  consider,  whether  it  might  not  have  a  good 
effect  upon  the  Indians,  to  inform  them  by  auttiority,  that  Peace 
has  been  made  with  Great  Britain,  the  articles  of  which  are  now 
canriBg  into  Execution;  that  the  Back  Suntir  with  all  the  Forta 
is  thereby  ceded  to  us;  that  they  must  now  aepend  upon  us  for 
their  Preservation  and,  that  unless  they  immediately  cease  flrom 
their  outrages,  ft  remain  ^uiet  till  we  can  hold  a  Treaty  with  thtftn 
at  Niagara  or  Detroit,  we  will  instantly  turn  upon  them  our  armies 
that  have  conquered  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  now  have  us 
other  Enemies  to  employ  their  Taldur,  and  extirpate  them  firom 
the  Land  where  they  were  bom  and  now  live:  But,  that  {f  they 
behave  as  they  ought  to  do,  they  shall  be  treated  not  only  justly^ 
but  friendly.  Such  Intelligence  as  this  ^!th  the  advance  of  m 
prooer  Bdnforoement  to  Gent  Irvine  at  nttri[>urg,  ft  the  Exertions 
of  the  Troops  under  his  Command,  might  put  a  stop  to  the  cruelties 
of  the  savages,  or  at  least  prevent  their  becoming  mote  extensile.  ' 
.      I  am  GenUemcn 

with  gveat  Esite^ii  »od  Begard 

Your  Ao9«, 

J.  D  * 

1788,  AprQ  29th.  To  H<m'ble  The  Delegates  of  Penn'a  in 
Congress. 

*8«epiigs4e. 
Vol.  X.— 8 
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lOBX   KXOHOLPON  TO   PbB8.    DIQKIM6ON9  1788.     ; 

Biiv-  ''..!•• 

I  beg  leave  to  reqniest  that  an  Order  may  be  drawii-  a|poD  Tbe 
Treaaiicer  in  my  favor  foi:.fiYe  hundred  pounds  ^tate  ucobj  forahe 
imipaae  of  pajing  the  one  thkd  part  of  PepremiUiQq  C^UficAUea 
jigreeable  to  Lawy  Thesum  iaat  rec'd  ia  intirdy  BX^/iifA/9^  . . 
i,     '  .  I  hare  the  Honor  to  be  : 

t  niib.theQxeatest  reapect.  ,a 

7*^  •  jour  KiLfl^lenqy'a  ,.  ,      .:  •    N   .  ..i: 

mjMt  obed^  Qiwble  nenn^Qti  ,- 
*         .  JNO:  WIOHOiiSON. 

Direct^?,  ■  .    ^    •   * 

Hia  Excciry,  The  Presid't  of  Penn\  present. 


;;    /  Rbsqltks  IN  Cok(jk'kss,  1788.    ' 

•  .. ..  In  Confess,  May  18^,1783. '•. 
.^  Besolvedf  That  t^ifi  Seo^  at  War,  take  the  most  effeotqal  measures 
to, inform  the  several  tndifin  Nations,  on  the  frontiers  of  the  tJoited 
St«^tea»  that  Preluninary  ai^tides  of  peaoe  have  been  .agfeeid,  pn\aQd 
Hostility^  have  ceased  with  Great  fifituD,  and  to  communipale  to 
them  that  the  forts .,^i( bin  the  United  States  and  in.poesessiop  of  the 
Briti^i  troops  ^11  speedily  be  evacuatedi  jintimatiug  also  that  the 
tJnit^  Stateaare  disponed  to  enter  into  firiendly  treatys  with  the 
SiSerent  t2:ibes  ai^ci  to  inform  the  hostile  Indian  nationa.  that  unless 
tb^y  Immed'^  cease  all  kestnitys,  against  ^e  Citrzens  of  these  stales 
and  accept  of  these  friendly  proffers  of  pea9e^  Copgress  will  take  the 
most  decided  measures  to  coinpel  them  thereto^  . 

Ordered,  That  the  Sec^  at  Warr,  transmit  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress herein  with  copvs  of  President  Dickiiison  ft'Gen*  Irwine's  letter 
to  the  Gomm'  in  Chief 'ft  the  Ooimn'^  for  Indian  affairs  in  the 
NorthemApaxtm^ 


*    '  '  '  feaU^Y  ARMSTEONii  TO  Wm.  Maolay;  itfeS.       .   . 

In  Gouneily  2d  May,  1783,  Philada. 
Sir,  '    ...7 

The  late  Indian  outrages  upon  our  frontier,  have  induced  Council 
to  direct,  that  an  immediate  supply  of'amnnition  be  forwarded  for 
their  defence.    I  have  it  therefore  in  command  to  express  their 


PHfNSTLKANIA  ABCHITXB/mi  4t 

wishes,  thaft  two  boxes  of  HoMvet  Cartridge  k  800  flints  fit  for 
rifles  >e  (bTw^ed  froai  the  IButsrf  stocetaittd^  you^^trecAion  to 
Capt.  RobiDson  now  at  Wjomiog. 

CoDTejaDoe  is  supposed  to  be  easy  and  frequent — ^the  propriety  tf 
peizing  the  eariiest,  wUlsngBestitselfe*  [rilcl-. 

I  awSitf,  i^Uh  ihb  highestimipfeol^         ' 
' .  '■  r    Yoar'moBtf  Obed*  k  v^rjr  bnm.  Serr*. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  SecJ^. 
Gen..P9llor  or  OoI.>  Honter  w^  take  oharffe  of  it  at  Sunsbnry. 
The  eaelosod  letter^  whieh*!  .beg  you  to  forward  with  the  amnnition, 
is  to  that  purpose.  '  '  /     •  ^' 

J.  A.  '^ 
Direciedf  -      •     .  i'J "     t  i     ^    v    ' 

publick  servioe. 

William  M^'Glayi  Esq.,  or  ia.hia  absenee  to  M'  John  HanriSj 
Harris's  Ferry. 


§xo'y:  Abmstron^  to  Qsjbl'ii  Poktsb,  1788. 

jP'Sir,  '  ,\  ............ 

With  this  letter,  you  will  receive  two  boxes  of  laiisket  oartridgM 
and  two  hundred  rifle. ^ints,  which  Qouncil  has  thought  proper  to 
forward  to  your  frontier.  It,  is  their  intention,  that  it  be  sent  from 
Snnbnry  by  the  first  safe  conveyance  to  Wyoming.  The  letter 
addressed  to  Cap*  Robinson  may  go  with  it  Oooncill  think  it 
unneoessaiy  to  surest  the  slightest  motive  to  interest  your  attention 
to  ^is  biian^e«|./    /  . 

lam,  Sir,  *^ 

Wnh  ilf^  highest  ei^teem. 

Your  most  obed^  Hum.  Serv^ 
:  ,      .    . JOPN  AftMSTROJSG^  ft.,*tao^i 
In  Council,  Philad%  2d  May,  1783. 

Pablio  service.  ''• 

.^on*  Major  Ofin)  Jamfff.Potlsri  Dt  in  hte  absetM-toSaoiliel 

JHuoter,  Esq-i^S^i^ry.  • ;  '.».-••     ^'    ■    .i  v.t/  •  ■  '  j 
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Thomas  Fctshiom  to  Pbis.  Dioximois  1788. 

Sir, 

I  havo  the  honor  to  hand  the  Oonncnll  ftn  act  of  Congress  paaaei 
the  1*<  Inst.*  ft.  I  hep6  in  a  few  days,  other  neaanres  will  be  adopted 
to  give  fimber  satiafaotion  to  the  atale  tpon  ladian  affura. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Y'  Szd^lk*  moat  obed«  h'ble  §mn^. 

THOMAS  FITZSIMONS. 
May  4, 1783. 

Hia  Bzoell'j  the  Prerid't  of  the  Supreme  Bzeondve  Gounoill. 

John  Nioholbon  to  P&bs.  Diokihson,  1788. 

Gompt'  Generala  Offioe,  May  6th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  begleav^  to  reqneat  that  an  order  issae  on  the  Treaanrer  in  my 
fiiTor  for  five  Handled  ponnda  state  money  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
one>third  part  of  Depreoiation  Gertifioatea.  The  sum  last  ree*  is 
nearly  diaboiaed. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  1)0, 
With  much  respect. 

Your  BxoelleDcy'a  obed. 
Bumble  aernmi. 

JN- NICHOLSON.  ' 
Dtreeiedf 
Hia  Ezeelleney,  the  Preaidenii  of  PennifyWania. 


CAPf «  Thomas  Bobiksoh  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Northumberland,  May  8th,  1786. 
Sir, 
The  Inatmelloiii  of  (JoanciO  DaMd  inaf  Stfr,  I  Bee'  this  4th  Juue, 
"]  InsS  on  my  way  from  Wyoming  to  thia  to^,  the  Amunitiok 
ientioned  waa  then  on  ita  way  to  Wyoming.  Hitherto,  Every 
Measure  has  been  Taken  to  preaerve  a  friendly  Interoourae  Betweea 
the  Soldiery  &  the  Inhabitants,  &  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  Inform 
your  Bzcellencie  that  the  Meaaurea  I  Have  Made  Use  of  Haa  had 
the  Desired  Effect. 

*  See  page  46. 
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Witb  Baipeet  to  ihelnfaaliitmla^  tlMn  ire  •  gMtl  Mmj  WiMg- 
fiiig  Diapdea  Okieij  owing  to  a  pelfaiiiig  ti  w<U  aa  Letedooa 
Sfuit  whiBh  SaaM  vary  Natiml  taaooM  of  tkam. 

In  ail  wuth  Oaaea  tliaj  Lava  laiadaila  Mooviaa  to  «  aa  thare  ara 
BO  Cital  QOcar  in  iha  plaoa,  and  vanyof  thaoi  tkooglii  To  ayail 
fthaiaaalvaa  o€  Iho  Oppartnity;  Imajini^g  no  Law  waa  to  take  HaM 
of  ftkana;  thagr  Proaaoded  to  taba  and  MaloaiQa  af  tMr  Naigh- 
bonra  Property  at  Plaaaora  Aa4  even  «to  Oiaposesi  othera. 

Upon  which  I  Imediatel^  Interposed,  Choosing  snoh  aa  I  thonght 
freeiat  of  that  Letigous  Imposition  &  who  beat  knew  the  affairs  of 
tfaePlaoefor  Information,  and  haveao  Far  PreTailed  in  thatRe- 
apeal  aa  to  praserye  (by  their  own  Aooonnta)  a  beter  Regulation 
than  baa  ever  been  Among  them  befcnre. 


But  liTotwithataiidiag  tiieir  Saemtng  GampliaMa  Tksvo  ia  Still 
n  refactoxy  Spirit  among  them,  tkongh  they  WiBk  to  keep  np  a  good 
appearance — of  these  a&ire  I  am  well  aware  and  am  Vary  Gamnl 


to  keep  them  at  A  proper  Distance* 

And  Tour  Exoelleneey  may  be  assured  that  no  findayonr  Shall 
be  wanting  on  my  part  to  keep  Good  order  Among  them  Till  CitsI 
Authority  takes  plaeOi  and  I  hate  no  Doubt  of  proceeding  therein. 
From  Some  Encouragement  they  Ha^e  Received  from  the  Assembly 
of  York  State,  a  party  have  been  Ghooaen  to  View  some  Land  As* 
signed  them  for  a  settlement;  Which  Party  is  now  Returned,  But 
I  am  not  able  to  Learn  the  Intentiona  of  the  people  on  Uie  Bieport 
of  their  Commiasionera. 

I  am  with  Evexy  Sentiment 
of  Esteem  &  Respect, 
Your  BxceUenoies  Moat 
Obedient  Humble  Senrant, 

TH08.  ROBINSOir. 
Capts 

His  Excellence,  John  Dickinaon,  Bsq%  Praaidant  of  SnpP  .Ez4 
aeutiye  Council,  Penna*  Pbila. 


Gjm.  St.  CLiSB  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Phil-,  May  9%  1788, 

Oentlemen, 

Oolonel  Porter  has  called  upon  me  to  certify^to  Goundl  the  Rank 
he  was  entitled  to  in  the  Pennsylvania  Regiment  of  Artillery 
proTious  to  the  Reduction  that  took  place  on  the  first  of  January 
last.  He  had  been  a  loni^  time  the  eldest  Oaptain  of  the  Regiment 
roee  to  the  Majority,  and  by  the  Besignationa  of  Colonel  Proctor 
and  lieut.  Col.  Forrest  became  entitied  to  the  Rank  of  Lieut.  Cd. 


so  PSKySTLVAimW  AfBGHFREB  178S. 


Coa>wndMiVlm»/  frtm  wkei  C«iife,  I  khxhr  not, 'the  CovimWoii 

did  not  bsoe*    0«  tko^mft  of  Janoarj  lut^^  tiie  Oofpt  im  redoeed 

to  foar  Componiefli  to  be  eomoMiided  by  two  field  OfioBtsy'a;  Lieatett^ 

ttttGolonel  end  Major..   Oolonet  Pocter  wayedntiiraed  the  Lkuten- 

mt  Colonolt  beoevaai  (lie  brivgia^  Jiim  lonnird  wosld  hdte:obBgeft 

him  to  iBtmfirom  Setvioe,  to  wtnofa  be  wee  wve|»e—>*'bafc  there  ii  no 

doubt  he  wee  oiearly  entitled  to.'tha  Bank  of  Ooloael  fiommudtLuU. 

-      I  fa»?e  the  hoftor'to  be  with ' 

•    •  •  great  Respfecl  Greotlemen,      .  '    . 

,  jrour  moat  obedient  Senran^, 

,**'.'.  1.     :'/^/':./    ■•  ',       A'&OLAIE,,/ 

Directedf  .  j   :       ♦  .       i'  '     ..:J 

Bis  •  Breelleney,  John  DiekiAMni  Esqaiife,  Pr^ent  and  ^he 
hoDorablo  the  eut^reme  ezeoative  €aanoil;  of 'Ptonsylvania. 
indfhtedr  -•  '  —    -^^      '     -  •  '"'  -\^  '1>'/'    7 :'''.'     '"' 

17j82.  Hay  9jth,  Jroi)  general  Sinclair.  Jaxle  SOth^ltS^  Ord« 
^bat  a  ouster  be  written'  By  the  SeoroXarr  to  the  Secretary  at  Wari 
observiogthat'in  the  Commission. to  Cqf  Porter,  the  Word  <<  Conn 
mapdanty  is  .omitt^.  &  desiring  that  it  may  be  added,  as  be^.wae 
entitled  to  the  Rai^  of  Lieut^  CoV  Coqimandanty  at  the  W9  of 
issuing  the  s^aid  Commission. 


Jomr  Nicholson  ^0  PaBS'.  Dickinson,  1788. 

i      '  Oompi  General's  Office,  Hay  20th,  1783. 

Sir,     . 

Tjut  sums  of  State  mofney  I  haye  hitherto  reo'd  have  been  applied 
for  the  purposes  they  were  advanced,  and  further  applications  require 
further  advances.  Shall  be  much  Obliged  by  an  Order  fjom  th^ 
Treasurer  in  my  favor  for  the  further  Sum  of  five  hundred  pound^^ 
loripqing  Id  part'  Depreciation  Certifioiites.  '  '        ' 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  With  much  respect,  ^ 

Your  Hoiioc^»  most  Obed.  Humble  ser., 
JNOt  NICHOLSON. 
The  Hon'ble  James  Ewing,  Esq ,  Vice  President 
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COMliCBS'oS'  TAXtB  VOR  ^ PHILADELPHIA  Oo.,  «0  PliBfilDBKT 

Dickinson,  1788. 

To  His  Exoellenojy  John  DickinBonj^  Esq.,  President^  and  ifa« 
S^ooorftble,  the  Supreme  Szeciltlive  OottnoiloFthe  Commonwesltb 
of  Pendaylyania:  .  .  j        u 

GeDtleraen, 

*  When  we  seni  oat  ihe  l)opnc:ite9  for  the  St^te  ^o'nej  iaj(V  it  did 
not  Appeiir  to  this  Board  that  the  holders  of  the  Continental  State 
Money  had  a  right  to  ezpeot  an  ^llowanoe.  of  Interest  due  on  that 
money  in  payment  of  their  taxes,  as  Ihe  Law  seemed  to  point  oat 
another  mode  by  which  t\\e  InteMst  iras  to  be  paid.  The  Coanty 
Treasuret  said  kA  QDuld  not  |:eeeive.tbd;  money  with  snoh  an  allow- 
ance^ for  that  the  State  Treasurer  would  not  take  it  from  him  in  that 
wa/;'  WV  therefore  directed  the  Colleotors  to  receive  and  pay  it  iqto 
the  Treasury  as  the  other  State  Money  made  payable  bylaw,  for 
this  tax,  and  they  1hiv6  accordingly  paid  into  ibe  IVeasnty  about 
2400  Dollars,  without  abating  the  Interest.  It  seems  a  number  of 
Oentlemen  have  refused  to  pay  tiiis  tax  in  any  other  money  than 
that  in  question^  nor  in  this  without  an  abatement  of  the  Interest, 
which  retards  the  obneotof  of  thetax^  and  has  oooastoned  the  State 
Treasurer's  application  to  the  Attorney  General,  for  his  opinion  on 
the  subject^  on  the  reeei|>t  of  wkieh  he  had  agreed  to  receive  into 
the  Treasory  the  Oonthieatal  State  Money,  abating  the  Interest^  and 
Ihe  Ommty  Treasarer  in  like  manner.  Before  we  gwe  any  further 
effders  to  the  Collectors  an  this  business,  shall  be  mtMh  obliged  to 
the  honorable  Ooai^cil  for  their  advioe  and  direction  in  Khe  premises.' 
We  submit  it  whether  sotne  other  oonsisteni  mode^  may  iiot  bor 
adopted  for  discharging  this  Interest  liian  for  theOo(.leotor8  allowing^ 
the^moin  reeciving.of  taxesj  which  we  apprehend  would  lay  open 
to  bundry  abuses! 

We  are.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  very  fanmble  Servants, 

GUNNING  BEDFORD, 
JOHN  BAKER. 

PUUs.,  May  21st^  1783. 
biTteUd, 
■  Hia  Bzoellencj,  John  Diekinton,  Bsq.,  FMd^nt,  fte.,  k.,  &«. 
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JoHJff  Njegholbon  70  Y.  Vny  Jamss  EwxKa^  1783.  ' 

Comptroller  Qeneral'B  Office,  May  24ih,  1783. 
Sir,  , 

I  beg  leaye  to  request  tbut  ordei»  nuij  Issae  open  tba  TieMwrpr 
in  favor  of  William  Bradford,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Attorney  General  of  tha 
State,  and  James  Willson,  Esquire,  for  forty  pounds  ei^,  tke  fe^ 
eharged  by  tbem  in  tbe  cauae  depending  between  tbb  Coo&monwealtii 
ft  Timothy  Matlack,  Esqnirei  late  Secretary  of  tbe  SupremQ  lUeottr 
tiye  Coundl. 

I  haye  tbe  Honor  to  be, 

Witb  the  higbeat  respect, 

Your  Honor's  most  Obed.  Servl., 

JNO.  NICHOLSON.    • 
JOireciedf 
Tbe  Bon'ble  Jamea  Bwingi  Esq.,  Yioe  President 


Bbpai&b  ov  Fbbt  Hovaifl,  1788. 

At  the  Rsqnesl  of  tbe  Haoourable,  tbe  BzeentiYe  Oonn^lla^  we 
bave  Examined  tbe  peat  bonaes  on  Stata  Idsnd,  alMl  baya  esthnaled 
tbo  Expenoe  of  putting  tbe  whole  in  the  same  iiapaie  tibat  Sone  off 
tbem  are  in  at  preaeni,  and  are  of  opinion  that  it  may  be  done  ffot 
four  bnndred  pounds.  If  Connovll  shall  think  proper  we  will  pro* 
eve  Materials  and  Oett  tbe  wbola  Compkated  on  the  usual  Tema 
and  without  any  unnewwaary  deky. 

GUNNING  BEDFORD, 
THOS.  NEYBLL. 
26tb  May,  1783. 


BSLEGATSS  Ot  FeNKSTLYAKIA  TO  COUNCIL,  1788. 

Tbe  Delegates  of  Pennsylyania  present  their  respeetful  Oonpli- 
ments  to  the  Hon'ble  Council  &  inform  them  that  the  Seoretary  al 
War  is  auth<wixed  by  Oongiess  to  repair  &  deliver  tbe  New  Prison 
to  such  Person  as  Council  shall  please  to  appoint  to  receiTe  Posses- 
sion thereof. 

2  June^  1788. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency;  Tbe  President  ft  The  Hon'ble  Council  of  Penn< 
silvania. 
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John  Nicholson  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Compt  Genentrs  OffioOi  Jane  5th|  1788. 
M ftj  it  Please  jtmr  Ezoellenoyj 

The  State  money  I  haye  reeeiv^  is  all  expended,  I  therefore  beg 
leave  to  i^qneat  an  Order  for  the  further  anm  of  fi?e  hundred  pounda 
for  paying  a  third  of  Depreoiatioo  Certificates. 
I  am  with  mueh  respecti 

Tour  Excellency's  most  Obed.  servanty. 

JNO.  NIOnOLSON. 

Hie  Sxedleney,  John  Dkkinaoni  Esquire,  l^resident. 


Sbor't.  Arhst&ong  to  Rob.  Morris,  1788. 

PhU%  ^ttte  7th,  1788. 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  i^Ieasure  to  inform 
you  that  this  Board  have  ali^ady  gone  into  your  wishes  on  the  Sub* 
ject  of  the  collection  and  payment  of  taxes.  A  late  pressing  letter 
has  been  written  to  the  different  County  Commissioners,  and  among 
other  considerations  more  partial  in  their  application,  the  necestttiei^ 
of  the  army — the  justice  of  their  claim  and  the  foreign  engagements 
Of  CoQi^eas  have  oeen  powerfully  Urged. 

I  am,  8ir,  &a,  &a, 

JOHN  ABMSIBONO,* 
jun*  Scc^. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Btjryetor  Gsn.,  1788. 

(tu  Council,  P».) 
Sir, 

The  Intelligence  received  by  us  of  Hostilities  committed  on  the 
Frontiers  of  this  $tate  by  Inmans,  induced  us  to  deferr  giving  Yoi^ 
directions  for  surveying  and  laying  out  in  Lots,  the  Tract  o( 
Land  first  described  inth^  Law,  entitled  <<  An  Act  fqr  the  Sale  of 
certain  Lands,  &c.,  passed  on  the  twelfth  Day  of  last  Uareh,  until  we 
had  taken  some  previous  Steps  for  Facilitating  the  Executba  of 
that  Measure,  and  had  Reason  to  hope  that  Circumstances  were  so 
far  matured  as  to  be  more  ftv^ourable  to  the  Design  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. '       / 

*  ;8«e  C41.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  694. 
8*. 
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We  now  would  have  you  to  proceed  immediately  in  that  Ba8|^ 
neas,  cqn&rmioff  Yooraelf  therein  to  the  aud  Aot 

We  apprehend  that  jon  ahoald  begin' with  the  anrveya  of  the  two 
Traetey  each  of  thiee  thouaatid  aoreareserTed  for  the  nae  of  the  State. 
Ton  will  then  go  on  to  aurvey  the  reat  of  the  Land,  &  to  lay  omi 
&  nnmber  the  Lota,  ao  that  the  Lota  being  contiguoaa  one  to  an- 
other,  the  Plot  of  them  may  form  an  aoeurate  Dnnght  or  Map  of 
the  Country. 

In  thia  Map  we  deaire  you  to  insert  the  Couraea  of  the  Several 
Watera,  and  their  general  Depth  with  all  Poaaible  ezactneaSi  and 
to  note  the  Plaeea  of  minea,  if  any.  Proper  Situationa  for  Towna 
Mitt  aeata  k  any  other  remarkable  Advantaeea. 

We  alao  earnestly  wish  that  the  partioiuar  Quality  of  eaeh  Lot 
may  be  aaoertained  iif  the  Draught  or  in  a  Sehedi^e  annexed  to  it, 
&  auoh  a  precise  Description  be  given  as  may  be  pnctioable. 

It  will  be  a  Matter  of  great  Consequence  to  have  the  Couraea  Dia* 
tanoe,  &  Botindariaa  of  eagh  lot  determined  with  the  utmoat  preci- 
aton,  for  encouraging  the  Salea  &  for  preaenting  future  Dispute ;  ft 
We  should  l)e  gjbid  that  you  may  avail  vouraelf  of  Natural  Bounda- 
ries aa  much  aa  may  bo  consistently  with  the  Description  of  the  Lot, 
&  a  proper  Form  of  the  Lota,  &  that  the  Water  may  be  divided  aa 
the  nature  of  the  ground  will  admit  to  the  several  Lots  where  suoh 
natural  Boundaries  do  not  occurr.  Boundaries  ahould  be  distinctly  ft 
thoroughly  marked. 

We  confide  much  in  your  Integrity  ft  Ability  for  the  perfbrmance 
of  this  Work  so  important  to  the  State;  and  as  we  are  assured  that 
yoti  will  employ  no  person  under  you,  but  such  as  are  in  eveiy 
Aeapect  wortny  of  ao  high  a  Trust,  it  will  be  needless  to  aay  more 
on  that  aubjeat,  but  thia  that  we  expect  the  aurveya  of  every  Lot 
to  be  made  with  aa  much  Care  ft  nicety  aa  can  be  practiced,  and  that 
evecy  peraon  employed  be  bound  not  to  give  to  any  person  or  per- 
aona  whatever,  any  advice  or  Information  concerning  the  Quality  or 
advantage  of  any  Lot  or  Lota,  except  the  Return  to  be  made  to 
Council  aa  ia  herein  before  mentioned. 

If  any  Indians  converse  with  you  on  this  Business,  you  may  aa- 
sure  them  that  thoae  Lands  are  within  the  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  thoush  the  king  of  Great  Britain  haa  ceded  and  finally  relin-i 
quished  tnem,  and  we  have  full  power  to  maintain  our  title  by  force 
of  arms.  Tet  we  sincerely  intend  to  treat  them,  aa  our  aneeatora 
treated  their  Forefathers,  and  to  deal  friendly  with  them,  if  they 
will  suffer  us  to  do  so. 

We  sjtall  write  to  (General  Irvine  to  ailbrd  you  all  the  aaststsnee 
ft  protection  in  his  power.  We  th'ink  his  advice  may  abo  be  very 
uaeAiL 

I  am,  Sir,  Tour,  obedient 
and  very  humble  aervant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
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Btbbbt  Conmss'RS.  to  C1o:Uhoii.,  1788. 

His  EzeelleDoy,  John  Dickinaon^  Esq',  and  the  honorable  the  Snp- 
Teme  EzeontiYe  Geancil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsjlvania. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Street  Commisrioners  are  abont  regulating  Fifth  Street,  !>%- 
tween  Chestnut  ft  Walnut  Streets,  in  order  to  carry  off  the  Water, 
make  the  Street  a  more  conveDient  Passage,  and  that  it  may  appear 
decent  to  the  many  Strangers  ft  others  who  pass  that  way  to  the 
State  House,  fto. 

Altho'  it  is  not  in  the  Commissioners  power  to  pave  this  Street  at 
present,  and  therefore  cannot  legally  call  on  those  who  own  Estates 
fronting  on  the  street,  to  pave  the  Gutters  ft  Footways  vet  we  beg 
leave  to  mention  to  the  Elonorable  Council  that  if  this  is  done  be- 
fore the  east  nJe  of  the  State  House  square,  the  Passage* would  bo 
much  mere  oonvenient^  and  perhaps  much  more  reputable  to  the 
State. 

GUNNING  BEDFOBD, 
SAMUEL  M^LANE, 
JOS.  CAUFFMAN, 
FREDERICK  KUHL, 
CHARLES  MARSHALL .♦ 
Philadelphia,  June  10th,  1788. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq'i  ftc.^  &c.  /  ^ 


Pais.  DiCKINBON  TO    DbLBOATIS  QT  COMGRSSS,  178& 

Gentlemen :  .  .   , 

We  observe  in  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  26|^  of  last  Months 
that  Furlougbs  are  to  be  granted  to  non-commissioned  Officers  $ 
privates  inlbted  to  serve  daring  the  War. 

We  earnestly  desire  that  you  may  prevail  with  Confess  to  have 
this  Resolution  executed  in  such  a  Manner,  that  a  suftoient  garrison 
may  still  be  maintained  by  the  United  States  at  Fort  Pitt*  We  are 
informed  by  the  Secretarj^  at  War,  that  some  of  the  Maryland  Line^ 
if  not  of  the  Pennsylvania  I^ne  alsp,  are  inlisted  to  serve  for  three 
Years. 

We  also  wish  you  to  represent  to  Congress,  that  the  Troops  of 
this  State  are  expected  to  arrive  in  a  few  Weeks  from  Sopth  Caro- 
lina, ft  in  a  sickly  Condition ;  and  Wo  hope  that  proper  nrovisioov 
will  be  made  lor  their  Dismission  in  as  comfortable  Circmstancos 
as  the  situation  of  Affairs  will  admit* 

I  ain,. Gentlemen,  ftc*.       ,  '.      .   ! 

.  J. »,; 

iwforferfy— June.  11, 1783. 

*  See  Col.  Kec.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  597,' 0«. 
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Seo*t  A&MSTBOira  to  Gbn.  Wm.  Irvxhb,  1788. 

Bec^  Offioe,  P^,  June  19th,  1783. 
Sir, 

'M  OottneB  have  oome  to  a  deienniDation  to  make  sale  of  tbe 
lands  appropriated  by  law  for  tbe  redemption  of  the  depreeiatioa 
certificates,  tney  have  aooordinglj  instmoted  tbe  Sarvejor  Qen.  of 
the  State  to  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  in  the  first  steps  of 
that  business.  He  has  our  directions  to  call  upon  you  for  advice, 
and  Bueh  Other  Assistance  as  it  may  bo  proper  and  convenient  to 

five.    We  flstter  ourselves  that  many  advantages  to  the  State  may 
e  derived  from  both. 

I  iimi  Sir,  with  much  tespecti 

your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JNO.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 
//t^forsacf,— June  12, 1788. 


Gov.  HAERisolfy  OP  Ya.,  to  Prb8«  Dickinson,  1788. 

In  Council,  June  12^^  1783. 
Sir, 

A  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Tract  of  Country  whicb 
fells  by  the  temporary  Line  between  the  two  States,  within  the 
Bounds  of  Pennsylvania,  complain  that  the  Conditions  upon  which 
it  firas  acceded  to  on  ^her  Side  have  been  daperted  from,  and 
Measures  adopted  by  your  State  which  deprive  them  of  those  rishta 
they  held,  and  subject  them  to  Censure  for  (heir  Conduct  wniU 
in  Office,  and  in  performance  of  the  Duties  they  ^owed  to  this 
Government. 

The  Titles  to  XAnds  acquired  under  this  State,  which  wers  8t!p!»- 
tated  to  be  confirm^  to  the  Proprietors  if  they  should  iiiH  into  that, 
are  stilted  to  be  laid  aside,  and  they  put  on  the  same  footing  with 
those  originally  within  the  Bounds  of  Pennsylvania,  by  which  they 
are  subjected  either  to  the  loss  of  the  Land,  or  to  the  payment  of  an 
additional  Sum  of  Money  for  a  Confirmation  of  their  righta,  a  Con- 
dition in  either  alternative  contrary  to  the  express  engagements  of 
thcKtwo  States. 

Tpey  further  complain  tlat  the  Officers  of  Militia  who  obey'd  th6 
Orders  (jjf  the  Executive  of  this  Sttfte  in  repelling  the  Enemy  i^nd 
defending  the  frontier  previous  to  the  temporary  Boundary  lAae^ 
are  subjected  to  Suits  before  the  Counts,  whose  decisions  have  been 
against  them,  by  which  means  Punishments  are  affix'd  to' Actions 
wbieh  are  not  criminal,  and  the  late  Citizens  of.  this  State  barrass'd 
and  oppress'd  with  Expence  for  performing  the  Services  which  they 
owed  to  their  Country. 
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ThM  is  the  Siibje<ft  of  the  HemoriAl  of  thesoXyithpeni/'wbo  mioghi| 
also,  BttspioioDS  tliat  thoie  MoMoria  haie  been  adopted,  md  they 
rabjeoted  to  injaty^  more  from  a  S|Mrii  of  resenimeDt  and  di8plew> 
rare  to  them  from  ibeir  Aliaebment  to  tbie  State,  tban  from  any 
otber  Cause. 

Notbing  fnrtber  of  tbe  prooeedings  of  year  State  npon  ibis  Sobt- 
jeot  tban  wbal  I  bave  from  tbeee  MetnoriallstH,  wbidb  I  am  inelin'd 
to  pay  tbe  move  Attention  to  fimn  tbe  Oonsideratioki  ef  tbe  Cbaraotet 
of  tbe  Gentlemen  irbo  sign  it  It  is  with  pain  I  have  beaid  ibeir 
Oomplaints,  beinc  eonvinMd  it  batb  been  tbe  Intentioa  of  yonr  Gov* 
emnent  te  oomp^  witb  its  engagements  and  do  them  Jnstiee.  But 
as  Gititens  wbo  olaim  rigbts  mider  tbis  Oovemmenty  Ibey  ase entitled 
to  Attention ;  and  I  therefore  give  yon  tbe  Oontents  of  tbeir  Memo^^ 
rial.  I  donbt  not  if  persenai  resentment  batb  mingled  itself  in  tbe 
proeeedizigs  of  yonr  StatOi  it  balh  ta^en  Plaee  mere  in  the  ezeention 
than  in  tbe  Object  of  the  Laws,  more  in  the  personal  resentment  and 
party  Spirit  of  those  to  whom  tbis  Doty  is  eommitted,  Uian  in  a  de- 
sign of  the  Legislature  or  fixecniife  to  do  them  Injury.  At  tbe 
same  time,  therefore,  dwt  I  desire  the  favor  of  your  Exoellency  to 
eommnnieate  to  me  what  hadi  been  done  on  this  Subjeety  I  doubt 
not  but  yOtt  will  take  suob  Measures,  rftber  with  the  Legislatore  if 
tbe  Evil  originates  there,  or  the  Officers  of  GoTemment  in  that 
quarter,  if  they  bare  transoended  tbeir  Duty,  as  will  remove  the 
Cause  of  Gomj^nt  wbioh  aggrieves  these  people. 

The  difficulties  under  which  these  States  have  for  some  Time  sipee 
gr^tly  kbored,  are  nearly  at  an  Sad.  Those  internal  arrangements 
which  more  immediately  demand  the  attention  of  each  respective 
State  upon  the  olose  of  the  War,  will  soon  be  aooomplished,  and  we 
shall,  I  doubt  ncrt,  find  it  equally  convenient  to  either  Stat^  to  xan 
and  establish  a  regular  &  final  Boundary  between  them,  an  Event 
not  among  the  most  inconsiderable  of  the  Blessings  of  Ptoaee. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  Sentiments  of  perfect  Esteem  and 
respect, 

your  Exeelleneys  most  obedient 

and  most  Hum.  Servant, 

BENJ.  HARRISON. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson. 


Pbi8.  DicKpTBOir   TO  TmuAB  Shot,  1783. 

June  U,J7St  ' 
Sir,    ^ 

In  Compliance  with  your  Request  by  Letter  on  the  24'^  of  laat 
Month,  Council  will  ^now  give  their  Opinion  on  the  Questions 
proposed. 

As  to  tbe  first)  tbe  Ganenl  Assembly  having,  by  an  Act  for  tbe 
Setdement  of  pirf>lio  AeoountS;  passed  the  Day  before  the  Law 
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nuntioned  bj  jfin,  ^rested  ^'fnll  Powem  in  a  Gommiteiokieri  for 
HqmdatiBg  &  aellisg  in  tpeoie  Yalae,  all  Oertifioatea  giyea  tot  aap* 

flite  by  pablio  Offioen  to  lodividualty  and  otbex  Oiaims  ag«inat  iha 
Fmted  States  of  Amerioa  bj  Indi? Idmb  fOr  snppUas  furnished  to 
tbe  army,  the  Transportation  thereof  &  contiogent  Ezpenoea  thereon 
within  this  Btete."  We  apprehend  that  the  Oerlafieates  alluded  to, 
would  be  thns  liquidated  A  settled  by  the  said  OotnmisBioner  before 
they  are  presented  to  you  for  payment  of  a  year's  Inteiest 

As  to  the  second — ^We  think  that  the  persons  olaiyning  payment 
of  Interest  under  the  Act,  should  give  the  necessary  pvoof  of  these 
Facts — for  it's  that  the  Oertificates  were  originally  issued  from  the 
Loan  Ofioe  of  this  State  to  persons  who  then  were  or  since  become 
Gitis^na.  of  this  State,  or  were  given  or  granted  tot  Articles 
furnished,  of  aervice  done  and  performed  by  persons  who  then  wtfe 
Citiiens  of  this  State— -eecondly,  that  the  persons  claiming  are  now 
"  actually  resident  within  the  same/' 

-  By  <f  nasonaUe  proof/'  may  reasonably  be  understood  such  proof 
aain  your  Judgement  is  satisfiactory  Evidence  of  Troth.  Ton  will 
call  for  evm^  Voucher  &  Document  that.eao  assist  you. to  make  a 
Determination,  &  which  can  be  obtained.  If  Doubts  Mmain,  the 
Claimant  must  produce,  if  he  ceHi  safiloient  Testimony  to  remove 
them,  or  fail  in  his  Demand. 

As  to  the  tiiird**It  seems  to  xm  that  the  Interest  on  the  Gertifi-* 
cates  therein  referred  to,  should  be  computed  acoording  to  the 


Depredation. 


Jjidortedf 
U^  June,  1783. 


I  am,  sir,  with  much  respeot, 

Tour  obedient  and  very  bamUe  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 


Fka's  Hopkinson  to  Pkes.  Dickinson,  1783. 

To  His  Bxo^Uenoy  the  President  &  Honourable  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council. 

Gentlemen : 

Agreeable  to  Law  &  Usage,  I  enclose  my  Account  of  Fees  received 

as  Judge  of  tih&  Gour^  of  Admiralty  for  the  Quarter  ending  the  13^ 

Inst.,  &  amounting  to  £73  4,  duly  certified  by  the  Register. 

Praying 'your  Honours  to  grant  me  a  Warrant  on  the  Treasurv 

for  £50  on  acpount  of  Salary,  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  all 

Resprct, 

Gentlemen,  Tour  most  obedient 
a&d  very  htimUe  servant, 

FRAS.  H0PKIN80N. 
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SaHUEL  HODaDON  TO  OoVNOILy  1783. 

.     Philadelphki  18ih  Joiitt,  17€8.    i 
GenOemeD, 

SooD  after  the  lednctioD  of  7ork,  Congress Heaolved — that  two 
Pieced  of  Ordnaoce,  eix  Pounders  properly  insoribedi  should  he 
presented  to  Count  de  Orass ;  two  pieces  were  accordingly  left  here 
for  that  purpoae,  hut  through  mistake  in  •March  last  they  were 
delivered  the  State  of  Penna.  in  lieu  of  two  received  from  them  at 
the  commencement  of  the  War.  A  favourable  opportunity  now 
presents  for  sending  them  to  France,  and  as  others  oanaoC  b6  had 
timely,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  at  War  to  request  your 
honorable  board  would  give  an  Order  for  the  return  of  those  men- 
tioned upon  an  assurance  of  fheir  being  replaced  aa  soon  as  two 
others  can  be  brought  on  from  the  Army ;  the  Carriages  belonging 
to  the  pieces  are  not  wanted,  as  we  have  those  on  board  that  are 
more  suitable.  Should  be  much  obliged  by  an  early  answer. 
With  profound  respect,  ^  \ 

I  am^  Qentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant, 
SAM.  HODODON, 

Corny  Mil  Stores, 

Hon'ble  The  Supreme  Executive  CounciL 

IndorweAy 

18th  June,  1788.  From  Sam.  Hogdon,  Esq.,  Com'y  M.  Stores. 
28th  June— Ordered  that  Mr.  Stiles  l^  directed  to  deliver  the  two 
pieces  of  Ordinance,  Sis  poundeffs,  which  became  the  property  of 
this  State  upon  the  reduction  of  York  in  Yirga.,  to  Sam.  Hodgdon, 
Esq.,  upon  nis  receipt  k  engagement  to  replace  them  99  soon  as 
poesible. 


PkBS.'  DlCKINSOK   TO  COL.  HuMPTON,  1788. 

.       .  \  Copy.  .  ^ 

Sir, 

If  the  Soldienr  from  Lanoapter  do  not  vsolniitarily  submit  &  put 
themselves  upon  their  march  for  that  place,  I  think.it  abaolvtely 
neoaasary  thai  they  should  he  disanudd  Jk  sent  uhder.  &  i}mx^,     . 

If  you.viU:  have  oooasion  lot  the  Assiataace  of .  the.  Militia  ye« 
will  j^MQ.to  give  the  intelligenoe.  ff 
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I  am  informed  that  aboot  forty  men  have  joined  the  othera  aince 
Saturday.  I  deaire  that  th^ae  Men  may  be  inaUntly  diaarmedi  ft 
ordered  instantly  to  quit  the  City  ft  its  neighbourhood|  ft  to  repair 
to  their  respective  flooiea« 

I  am  with  the 

groateat  Esteemi  8ir|  U 

•   your  moat  obed't  serv'ly 

;rOHN  DIGKINSON. 

Jnne  26thy  1783. 

ColL  Hwnpton. 
Indoned, 

On  Toeaday,  the  24th  of  June,  I  leo'd  a  note  from  the  President 
of  Congress  between  3  ft  4  o'Clook — that  note  adjourned  the  Con-r 
gress  to  meet  at  Prineetoo  on  the  Thursday  following. 

Tuesday  night  we  kept  Roard  at  the  Bank  on  InteUij;ence  rec'd  that 
it  was  to  be  attaoked  by  the  soldiers.  Oenl.  Irvioo  ft  myself  up  all 
night ;  GenL  Ewing  indisposed. 

jOn  Wedn'y  Evenins  the  soldiers  paraded  before  my  House — 
were  addressed  in  obedienoe  to  otden,  put  themselves  under  the 
command  of  their  oflifiersj  ft  retired  peaceably  to  their  Quarters  in 
the  Barracks. 

OaThuifdday,'atl2  o'Clock,  the  soldiers  from  Lancaster  submitted 
to  Command,  ft  that  Evening  began  their  March  to  Lanoasbsr  nndel 
their  officers. 

M.  L. 


Pass.  DlCI^IKfiON   TO  P&B8.  OF   Oo^aRESS,  178S. 

Sir, 

The  Minister  of  France,  who  has  been  a  witness  of  the  last 
transactions  of  this  Day,  has  obliginely  offered  to  convey  to  Con« 
gress  my  account  of  their  happy  ooncTusion.  He  is  now  waiting  to 
receive  it  in  mv  House,  and  that  Circumstance  with  the  great 
Fatigues  I  have  late(^  under^ne^  h&vinjg  been  up  all  the  last  night, 
will,  I  hope,  apologize  to  Congress  for  this  short  ft  imperfect 
Dispatch. 

,  This  Day,  about  twelve  o'Clock,  Council  received  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  officers  appointed  by  the  Soldiers  in  the  Barracks,  theit 
requests,  attended  witi^  a  Petition  of  pardon  from  Council  lor  their 
niabehavionr. 

As  their  proposals  contained  no  submission  to  Congress,  Council 
jnnanimously  informed  theee  of  theoGommtltee  wfaa  attended/ tliat 
we  should  not  take  their  proposals. into  consideratiQn|)aBlesB  thej 
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flhoald  fint  make  a  fall  and  aaiisfactoiy  submissioii  to  GoogTMa,  and 
we  directed  the  attending  members  of  their  Committee  to  oom- 
mnnicate  this  nnalterable  Aesolation  of  Oouneil  to  them. 

This  nas  immediately  done,  and  ^  tiM  eiime  moment  Orders 
were  issued  bj  Coanoil  for  a  Qoard  of  five  handred  men  to  be  im- 
mediately assembled,  and  for  the  Militia  of  the  City  and  Meigb^ 
|>oarbood  to  hold  themaellYee  in  readiness  for  action  oq  the  shortest 
notioe,  hsT^ig  received  intelligenoe  that  an  ^taok  upon  u$  wa^ 
intended  this  afternoon. 

The  negooiation  for  the  desired  sabmissiop  was  caqtinoedt  snd 
with  the  prudent  and  highlv  commendable  management  of  Cokmel 
Hmnptott  so  well  conducted  that  six  of  tho  leading  Seiieaats  amoqg 
the  &>Idien  first  attended  mcy  submitted  and  impMofaed  twooffioeps^ 
a  Mr.  Carbeny,  denmged,  and  »  Mr.  Sullivav.  Oofamel  JQumpton 
and  a  number  of  Gitisens  then  repaired  to  the  Aunrscksi  a^d  this 
aftemoottt  just  at  Dark,  all  the  SoldierS|  exoent  some  of  those  lately 
from  Lancaster,  appeared  without  their  arms  before  my  House. 

I  then  addseat  Aem^  reminded  them  of  their  unprecedented  and 
heoioqa  &nlt»— epproved  the  Evidence  given  of  their  dutiful  dispo- 
rition — ^insisted  on  their  instantly  putting  themsdvea  under  -the 
command  of  their  officers,  and  yielding  to  them  a  proner  obedience 
— that  as  a  stronger  proof  of  the  Disposition  mentioneo,  they  should 
at  the  end  of  twenty-four  Hours  use  their  arms  to  reduce  the  Sol- 
dien  who  lately  came  from  Lancaster  to  obedience,  unless  in  that 
time  they  should  of  themselves  return  to  obedience  and  put  them- 
selves on  their  march  for  that  Town  under  the  command  of  such  of 
their  Officers  as  should  be  in  this  City,  in  which  service  the  Militia 
should  co-operate  with  them* 

The  Solaiers  being  dismissed  were  ordered  to  retire  to  their  quar^ 
ten  in  the  Barracks  under  the  Command  of  their  Officers,  &  they 
instantly  obeyed.  I  am  informed  by  Officers  in  whom  I  am  per- 
suaded 1  may  confide,  that  the  Mutiny  is  supprest,  except  among 
some  of  tbe  Lancaster  Soldiers. 

I  told  the  oAarB,  that  in  Consequence  o^  their  good  Behaviour  1 
should  reeomtnend  them  to  Congress  finr  pardon — and  I  hope  that 
they  will  act  in  sneh  a  manner  as  to  obtain  a  Eestoration  to  the 
&vor  of  Congress. — ^I  shall  give  orders  for  die  apprehending  Qf  the' 
two  Officers. 

I  am  Sir^  &o.|  &c., 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Phihida.,Juae2eih,  1788. 
Directed^ 
Mis  Excellency  The  President  of  Congress. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIU.,  p.  6 12. 
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PftBB.  Dictfmsoir  TO  ;Na§.  w  <!Joiri!r)kS,  XT88 

^  •  ■! 

'  Testerdflij  Eveimg  tbe  Boldien  from  I^nesster  l>eg«h  Aetr  Madtsn 
fftf'tliiit  Plaoe,  trndeir  file  Omiimtnd  of  i&eir  Offitiera.  Tho$e^hi  tire 
Barracks  behave  Teiy  quietly,  &  fire  desirous  t^f  behi^  di^T&ht:  .  '' 
^  Coioi^l  -HuniptOQ  Informs  me  ^hat  Letters  were  setit  ^  the  pyin- 
eS|Mirat^i^  of  ibelafe  JDistarhanoe,  to  excite  Genenir  Arnititid'l 
Legion -aM  Oofonel  Mojhm's  Regi;fieiit,-to  join  in  theMmHiy.  Tbd 
pneeeot  Disposition  <A  those  Tr^iM  I  leoow  not  ^  Bat  I  expect  t6 
feoeive  immediate  adttee  of  any  niotrement  of  Iibpol'tanoe  amon^ 
them^  whiol^  I  ehMl  oomnmnieaits  lo  <70Dgres8. '  ;  ^  , 
-    '     I  am  Sir,  your  very  h*ble  servt.,  ,  .'  '/*'*  *  ;  ff^.' 

I.:...    "  ,  /       JOHN  MQKINSON,  i 

Phflfidelphia,  Jnly^27«li,^1798i   ' 

Mr.  Thomson,  irho  does  the  Htinor  of  oharging  himseirwifh  the 
^tter,  iHII  deKver  to  Congress  a  Copy  of  the  last  proposals  of  the 
soldiers  to  Council;  k  of  the  Act  of  Coancil  thereon. 

His  Excellenoy,  the  priBsident  of  C9ngre88. 


liVfjjXi  Coil.  A.  3*  DspsxsxxB  ^o  Major  Dojdgu^s^  1733. 

Detroit,  June  29  th,  1783. 

Sir,.  .  ... 

Your  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Elliot  ^been.broughtt  in  here  open 
]^y  an  Indian,  &.deUvef»4  to.  me.  I  tberefqrediapatoh  Mr;  Elliott 
into  the  Inc^an  country  to  meet  you  &  oon^uc^  you.  to  this  place* 
I  desifo  therefore  for  your  own  aafety  that  jou  may  not  enter  jnto 
axiy  neffotiatioos  with  the  lodians  till  your  arrival  here,  whoTo  H 
OenU  CouDcil  with  the  Chiefs  of  the  several  Nations  ia  At  present 
called,  therefore  any  deviation  from.the  measures  already  taken  may 
be  detrimental  to  the  whole;  '  * 

.  I  Am,  Sir  your  most  obed.  Servt, 

A.  S;  DfiPETSTER,       < 
Lieut.  Col.,  Commanding  Detroit 


Major  Douglass. 


(Copy.) 


.  ^  SEcY'AiMSiEONa  TO  xna  Shbriffs,  jlTfiS.         ..•» 

.     Philadeliaul^.Jal7SQil|,X788.    ; 

?*!fc  ...  /;.'■>'.'•..... 

r have  the  direotiona  of  CoaAcil  to  deiire  youlortHwitb  ,t9  t«k4 
effectual  measor^a  fbr  apprehendio^  axid  ^f^ojiriDg  i^ oMitaia  ■  ■■  •  ■  .» 
Ifaaelf  late  Serjeant  of  tbe  third  Pf^j;l;raiH|L  jB^uoeai,;  wl^o,  it  ia 
Baid|  is  i^oDe  from  whence  to  thei  Qionntj  of  Berks.;  ,  H^  if  ^barge^ 
with  having  excited  the  late  disturbances  amon^.tbd  Soldiarj  iikSiia 
Git  J.  Coulioil  depend  maob  oo  jpv^r  exertiona  m  ibis  Bosineasi  and 
ifequest  jou  to  conduct  it  with  as  much  secrecy  aa  possibly  ^sbould 
he  be  60  foriuDato  as  tofieaiire  niin^  you.  wil)  wiBedifttplyiaoforiii 
Council  thereof^  when  tbey  will;  take  f^r^ber  cider  xeapeoti^  him^ 
I.  am.  Sir,  yoQK /obmiioAt  &  Tcry  hamUe 

-  '  JOHN  ARMSTRONO,  Jr.,  Sfeo'y. 

.  To  the  aieriff  of  Ae  Coufl[tj  of  Berks.  - 

A  similar  LetCBr  writtei  to  the  Sbeinff  of  ih«  County  of  Berks  to 
•fipvalwnd  Captains  Henry  Carben^  and  Jalnes  ShUitan  of  iho 
Penos.  line.  ';»*-<•  .    J.-    . 


COI^FBRENOE  WITH   IXBlAmS,   1783. 

A  Council  held  with  the  Chiefs  A  Warriore  of  the  Six  Nations  ft 
theis  OoMederates  atth^  Council  Fire  kindled  aithe  Ooondago  Set- 
Uement.    losioha,  July  2d,  17S8.    ' 

Present^.' 
Lieut.  Coll.  Butler. 

•        "i  Boweoy  .  1 

lieutenantfi,    >  Dooksted^r, 
,   ,  J     )  Jaoob  Servois.. 

Mt.  Wilkinson,  Se^y-    .. 
\     Mr.  N.  Stephe&f,  Jtnteirpreter; ' 
.  Abeel,  a  Seneca  Cbie^  spoke  as  foU^wS;:     , 

Brothers,  Two  of  our  young  men  (Oneidas,)  w^ot  from  their  ViU 
lage  without  the  adyice  of  any  of' pur  Cbie&i  to  Canawafobare  (4 
yiil^l^  settled  by  some  QaeicUa  who  l»ve  acted  in  i^vor.  of.  the 
Ani^enoans  during  this  war)  ^  a  visit  to  their  relations  &  aoqui$|iti 
ancca.^  Shortly  after  their  arrival  -JlQ  of  the  Americans  cafne  to  the 
saine  Village  &  informed' thej  woro  on  thqir  way  to.  view  the  Q 
Nation  Indian's  Country.^  to  build  a  House  at  Onopdago  for  Geoi 
Scfaujier.  Next  looming  the  Chiefs  pame  and  saluted  the  two  young 
men  iu  the  usual  manner,  after  wbiob  they  expressed  their  sorron; 
that  the  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  did  not  attend  |i  Council  with 
Gen.  Schuyler  last  spring,  agreeable  to  hb  reauest.  They  thea 
reported  Gen.  Scbuylcr^s  speech  in  Council  as  follows : 
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Brothers^ ''  I  um  directed  bj  Gongren  to  call  yon  iogeUier  A  in- 
form ^on  fthftt  Peace  is  at  last  agreed  on  between  tlie  Kings  of  Great 
Britaitti  France,  Spain  and  the  Americans.  The  great  spirit  above 
has  helped  &  given  us  sneceas,  ft  with  the  assistance  of  France  have 
conquered  the  King  of  England.  We  are  now  Masters  of  tjiis 
Island  ft  can  dispose  of  the  lands  as  we  think  proper  of  most  odn- 
Tenient  toonrsehes.  That  the  King  of  Englvid  can  never  hereafter 
make  the  least  claim  to  any  part  of  it  At  tl^  commencement  of 
this  war  many  of  our  People  left  us,  some  went  to  Niagara  ft  others 
to  diffsrent  places  where  the  Kindts  troops  lay ;  these  people  have 
forfeited  eve>y  part  of  their  lands  ft  property  to  us  for  so  domg, 
which  must  be  a  convincing  proof  that  we  are  the  conquerors.  At 
that  time  I  lequested  the  mx  Nations  to  lay  still  ft  not  interfere  in 
this  war ;  but  no  atfeentiott  was  paid  to  my  advice,  they  therefore  are 
now  in  the  same  sitnation  with  those  people  who  left  us,  tteir  lands 
forfeited  in  the  same  manner.  As  we  are  the  Oonquerors  we  claim 
the  lands  ft  property  of  all  the  white  People  aa  wen  as  the  Indians 
who  have  left  ft  fought  agioQSt  na.  We  enquired  of  the  ^ng 
what  he  intended  to  do  for  the  Indiana,  aa  we  expected  Aai  he 
would  have  been  very  particular  about  them.  He  being  the  penon 
who  should  have  considered  their  sitiiation;  but  the  King  answered| 
What  can  Idot  Jioihing  I  Ton  have  conquered  me  tkere/are  do 
ioiih  them  whai  you  pleauJ^ 

<<  However,  it  is  not  yet  so  bad  with  the  Indians,  as  they  oan 
move  acroag  the  Lakes,  thoee  parts  still  belong  to  the  King.  I 
desire  you  (the  Oneidas)  to  acquaint  the  Ohim,  fteai,  of  the  aiz  ^ 
Nations  with  what  I  have  now  said,  and  that  they  have  no  aasiat-i 
ance  to  expect  from  either  the  King  or  Oongress  in  future.  All 
the  upper  Posts  are  now  our  property,  and  I  expect  to  go  in  a  short 
time  to  speak  to  the  six  Nation  Indians,  ft  should  they  not  meet  ft 
give  me  full  satisfaction  between  this  place  ft  Fort  Stanwix  on  my 
wajjT  up  I  shall  then  prepare  myself  as  a  Warrior,  proceed  thrcr 
their  Country  to  humble  their  pride,  ft  make  them  my  prisoners,  ftea. 
I  ahall  look  upon  the  Oneidas  ft  Oayagas  in  a  more  fiivorable  light 
than  the  other  Nations,  aa  two  of  the  Gayans  have  been  with  ipp 
during  the  war.  The  Six  Nations  must  not  by  any  means  whatever, 
be  stopt  by  Od'  Butler,  ft  should  he  at  any  time  Ikll  into  our  hands^ 
he  undoubtedly  will  be  hanged." 

When  this  speech  was  delivered  to  Brig*  (Jen^  McLean,  he  con- 
tradicted it  flatly  ft  declared  to  the  Six  Nations,  that  it  was  fklse  ft 
fabricated  by  some  designing  bad  people^— That  he  could  assure 
them,  such  a  speech  never  hM  been  made  by  Oen*  Sehnyler,  ft  that 
he  never  authorised  any  other  penon  to  make  it  fbr  Urn ;  and  he 
(Brigadier  Oen*  M«Lean)  could  assure  the  Six  Nations^  the  he  did 
not  believe  the  United  States  had  any  intention  of  driving  the  In- 
dians  out  of  their  Oountry,  that  being  a  measure  contrary  to  their  own 
interesti  ft  that  they  were  not  to  believe  such  idle  stories,  but  shut 
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tbeir  ey«s  agtinat  stidi.derigBlag  b*d  pnpk;  T»4klMi  Miy  to 
what  he  wmld  tell  IImib,  ft  in  skottld  always  tell  tbeatiM  krath. 

Traaamitted  Oen>  Sobnyler,  a  eopy  of  this  Ctom  Alhaay  of  the  9*  • 
pi  Angnat,  1788. 


B.  DOtrdLASB. 


(Copy.) 


Bkok't.  AaxfliBORa  to  TfloMAS  Scott,  1788. 

Seo^  Office,  Piu 
Sir, 

By  order  of  Oonnoilj  I  •nclose  a  Copy  of  a  letter  lately  rcoeived 
from  the  Oovemor  of  Virginia  j  as  the  trustees  of  the  peaoe  of 
PennsylTaniay  &  the  rights  of  its  OitiseBS,  Council  feel  themselves 
obliged  to  attend  to  every  oomplatnt  whkh  may  be  oflered  against 
those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  Her  laws,  however 
immper  the  ehaneter  of  complaint  may  be.  It  is  the  object 
therefore  of  this  letter  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  of  the  charges 
exhibited  by  Mr.  Harrisson,  &  to  request  your  report  upon  the  Sub- 
ject as  soon  ss  possible. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  much  Bespeot,  iTours^  &e. 

jr.A.,    ' 

j'Sec'^- 
lndor$ed, 

1783,  July  2nd. 


Sbcb'y.  ARMSTBom  Ik)  JoHir  LtrKtirSy  S*  0.,  1783. 

In  Council,  July  2*,  1783. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  some  late  information  that  combinations  have 
been  formes  in  this  OUy,  &  elsewhere  to  en jiross  large  tracts  of  the 
best  part  of  that  land  which  has  been  assigned  by  law  for  the  re^ 
demption  of  the  depreciation  certificates  and  plans  have  been  laid  to 
conceal  the  relative  value  of  the  lot&&o.  to  be  laid  out  by  yon,&tf.| 
&c.  I  ha;ve  the  directions  of  Council  to  express  at  once  their  orders 
ft  desire  that  in  the  execution  of  your  business  all  abuse  of  tnMl 
may  be  guarded^  against  with  the  utmost  care  &  aasiduhy,  k  that 
the  late  instructions  of  Council  upon  this  subject  be  strictly  adher'd 
to.  I  need  not  suggest  how  much  the  hopes,  wishes  &  intentions  of 
government  would.be  defeated  by  a  successful  combina^ii  of  thia 
kind. 
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'  There  ifl  a-lseoDnd  ]kihit  upon  wbiohCoaiJoil  h^ve  tk)6ir  apprebeflt- 
sioos. '  Tbeir-  informaiioD  od  ibis  betd  k  derived  frottr'the  ssnie 
•  aoaroe^  |feia'Uiia,  tbaisome  afto  will  certainly  be  tried  lo  klid' the 
people  whom  yoa  may  employ  in  laying  out  this  Gounlry^-^tof^reii: 
in  ttpontl^afii  tract,!  which  has  been  set  apart  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  l^roops.  Should  this  be  (Iodo,  much  uneasiness  to  the  State 
&  great  injury  to  the  Soldiery  will  follow — to  prevent  both  it  be» 
comes  'an  object  of  much  concern  tp  Council,  &  a  very  important 
part  of  your  business  that  the  boundary  as  pointed  out  by  law — 
should  be  defined  with  i^%  i^tiBest  Care  &  preoisi^n.. . 
With  much  respecti  Your 

Most  Obd<  Hum.  Servant, 

JNO.  ARMSTRONG,  jr.,  Jr.,  . 
Seiretaiy. 


I. 


Pres.  DicKnmoN  to  Gra^.  Hovri,  1788. 

IriCound!,  Julyfi',  1788:  ■ 

,Sir,  ••    •       •  -•     ■.  "■'■     •••";'••    ^  •   '•  •  •    ^  '■;■     . 

I  am  oMiged  to  you  for  the  politeness  witt  which  you  have  con^- 
municated  the  order  you  have  received,  by  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
Your  Character  inducestOouncii  to  rely  upon  the  assitrance  given  aa 
to  the  Rule  of  your  Conduct  &  of  those  under  your  Command. 
^  I  am  with  the  greatest  & 

sincerest  Esteem  Sir,  your 

most  obedient  &  viosH  .     *  ' 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Indor9ed)—T9  Major  Qea.  iHtme.  In.  fhikda.  .   '     / .  . 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Brig.  Gbn.  Irvine,  1788 

-  '    :InCotracil,  Julys*  1788. 

Sir,  •  •.'•'' 

^  We  are'obng^d  to  ypu  for  the  communication  iq  your  Letter  of 
4he  3«  Ust ;  and  have  riven  stitefc  Instructions  to  the  Surveyor  Gene- 
Tal)  as  we  hope,  will  be  of  use,  fn  pteventing  the  Mischief  appre- 
bettded,  '    ,    " 

We  wish  to  do  evdry  thing  w^  can  for  the  Benefit  of  the  State,  & 
for  rendering  Justice  to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers;  and,  therefore 
lihould  certainly  appoint  some  Militj^ry  gentlemen  to  act  in  Con- 
junctien'with  the  surveyor,  if  wc  had  the  power. 
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The  Measare  would  in  all  probability  be  advanUgeoafl ;  and  we 
thoold  be  pleased  ifyoivt  nmdeiioe  would  avail  iteelf-^  ybur  situa- 
Btooi  to  seeare  the  PeDDBjlvania  Lioe  against  the  Schemea  of  those 
projeetor^^  wl^f^fex^Uieir  own  gain  to  more  generous  Considera- 
tion. 

.  We.ahouM  alaQ  be.  g^d.ifjoiVt  would  pro^sure  due  Care  to  be 
\9iitn,  of  the  two  Tracts  ^ppropr^ted  to  the  State^  and  prevent  the 
ttlmber  from  being  destroyrcd. ;  if' 

.  Iam>fiin  withtbegreateet  >. 

•'   A  Knoe^eet  Esteem,  year  ' 
'     '     •     '      \'     •  most  obd*  hble.  Serv*, 

;    ;'  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Indonedy   . 

1788,  July  3f^.    Ta  Brig.  Gen.  Inrine^  Com.  a6  Feii  Pitt. 
<3eit.  Irriie.  ■  ^ 


.  Shebiff  6i''Buck^^Cq.  to  Seor't.  ARMsxRONa^  1783. 

Beadjpg  July  3, 1783- 

BhmP  KremmT'  being  abeent  at  a  Oonsideiiable  distance  from 
Tomm  irfieftillie  BispaAches  from  you  arrived ;  I  judged  it  neeeesary 
»  Deputy  fiheriff  to  open  them,  and-  on  hia  behalf  acquaint  you 
that  Sergeaut  Nagle  havinj^  beed -commiHled  te4he'Oaolof  this 
Coutityy  eooiedays  ago,  by  Joaiioe  Levan  for  boasting  of  bis  mmcin- 
ons  and  8e£iiou8,  betttvioiiv  towards  his  Eaooellensy  ifae  i^eeMeiit 
and  tbe  honorabla  Congroas,  waai^this  di^y  deliveiM-to'Ser^aUt 
Beetle,  who  was  sent  for  him  by 'Col.  Butler,  w4ia  4as  taken  blm 
strongly  lnad<onied  and  iindef  a  6«ard  to  Laneaat)»r« 

•  '    *'•        l! 8b>,  with  great  respect,    •       '"     :  *    ^J 
,     ,     .  Your  obedient  hum.  Serv«,  .  V*         » 

, ,.  ;      :.  '        jpErEii  :Pt|iBERT.. ' 

Dti-&a&dy^(Ofi  publieeervioe.) 

John  Armstrong,  Jttn*',  Esq.,  Secretary  tq  the  Sapr*"?  Execqtive 
Council,  Philad*.    •  ;..',.  !   /   .  ' 


B8  PENK8TLVANIA  A&GHIVBS  17%. 

Datid  Sphoat  to  Pbes.  DtcKiRsoir,  1788. 

New  Yotk,  Ally  6tii,  1783. 
Sir,  .   . 

Bine^  my  apporaiment  to ,  be  .'Cbmininary  of  Priaonen  your 
Eitcdilctiey  may  easily  be  informed;  thai  I  have  at  all  times  eoDtd- 
bated  as  macb  as  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  roliere  their  distress 
and  make  confinement  as  eomlortable  to  ihetn  as  possible. 

No  fund  being  appropriated  to  famish  diem  with  clothing,  bedingi 
&o«|  which  they  stood  veiy  maoh  in  need  of;  eveiy  FiUl  of  the 
yesTi  after  tnucbg  a  requisition  to  the  American  commissary  to 
supply  them,  Z  set  a  Subscription  on  foot  to  raiae  money  for  thai 
purpose  and  never  failed  in  procuring  the  sum  wanted,  untill  last 
year  CSroumsianpea  joined  to  prevent  it  As  no  public  charge  was 
ever  intended  to  be  made,  no  particular  account  was  ever  kept  of  the 
individuab  to  whom  the  different  articles  were  issued,  some  of  the 
prisoners  got  more  and  others  less  according  as  their  wants  required, 
without  reeard  to  the  Country  or  State  they  came  from. 

In  the  Month  of  January  last,  after  the  prtsoiiers  had  been  chiefly 
supplied  with  their  winter  CloUiing  ft  bedin^  a  Shallop  arrived  here 
from  nikddphia  with  about  180  Bb.  of  Flour  and  some  potatoes, 
addressed  to  a  M'  Robins  of  this  place,  with  instructions  to  him  to 
apply  the  proceeds  in  purehasidg  neoessaries -.  €bv  the  itnrisoners 


belonging,  »  he  sidd  to  that  Stote  only. .  I  SKpe^ted  that  be  mmM 
have  gone  hand  in  hand  with  me  in  the  bosiness,  however  he  has 
never  paid  me^any  JNurt  of  that  monigr  which  amounted  to  at  kant 
£&W^  the  pK)fita  on  #hieh  waa  sufficient  to  siipplr  the^wholn  of  the 
PsMaylraAla  nrisenen  herd  at  thai  time,  hot  be  olijeebed  to  the 
gfBcatest  part  of  thena,  in  particular  to  the  whote  of  thoM  takeai  in  tiie 
&•  Carolina  who  mnrt  have  perished  had  I  noianpplied  theai,  and 

they  were  chiety  belenging  to  your  Saaie,  a  M i\m^k\n  which 

perhaps  M'  Bobiny  constitnenta  did  not  know  when  they  gave  him 
those  orders. 

Inclosed  I  tend  a  Copy  of  the  account  by  M'  Francis  Qumey  who 
has  seen  the  vouchers  and  will  explain  the  matter  more  Mly  to  your 
Bxcellency  who's  known  Character  leaves  no  doubt  with  n»y  thAt 
you  will  be  pleased  to  take  such  steps  for  my  reimbufsementi  of  the 
part  you  think  equitable  to  pay,  tot  the  honor  of  the  State  over 
which  you  presided.  With  every  sentiment  of  esteem  ahd  most 
perfect  regard, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedienti 
humble  Servanty 

DAVID  8PB0AT. 
Dtreetedf 
His  Excellency  Gov'  Dickinson. 
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DSLEaATBS  IN   COKGRESS  TO  PrES.  DICKINSON,  1783, 

Princetoto,  July  7, 1788. 
We  have  the  honor  to  Aokoow1ed|e  the  reoeit  of  your  Excel- 
lenc/e  letter  of  the  5*^,  and  to  transmitt  herewith,  the  papers  you 
require. 

The  paragraph  you  are  pleased  to  partienlariie  in  the  Report  of 
the  Oommittee  appears  to  want  prooision,  &  to  be  Capable,  of  a 
constmctioni  which  we  really  belieye  was  not  Intended.  We  will 
moTO  snch  an  amendment  as  will  better  Express  the  fact,  &  what 
we  oonoeive  to  be  the  Intention  of  Uie  Committee ;  &  we  have  not 
the  Smallest  doubt  but  Congress  will  agree  it.  If  there  are  any 
other  papers,  that  Council  may  think  necessary,  they  will  please  to 
Signify  their  pleasure  to  us,  &  we  shall  think  it  our  duty  to  propi&re 
them,  &  to  Communicate  every  material  transaction  that  Occurs 
during  our  attendance  here. 

We  are-wtth  Great  Respect, 
y  Exoell»«  m«*  hble.  Serv*% 

THOS.  F1TZ8IM0NS, 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY. 


Coil,  Rich.  Butler  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Lancaster,  July  9%  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  rec'  a  letter  of  the  3'  Inst,  from  Major  General  Howe 
directing  returns  of  the  troops  here,  those  furlough*^  provisions  & 
since  the  mutiny  with  orders  to  re-call  those  who  were  concerned  in 
the  troubles  &  to  take  back  their  furloughs;  This  I  apprehend  will 
be  difficult,  they  being  Scatter'  into  so  many  different  parts  of  the 
country  but  as  it  is  an  order  from  a  Superior,  however  impolitick  it 
may  be,  I  shall  endeavour  to  execute  it. 

I  have  had  Sergeant  Nagle  bro't  from  Reading  by  three  of  the 
Active  mutineers,  who  I  sent  for  him^  two  others  of  the  princples  & 
one  Abettor,  are  in  this  town  saol  iu  Irons,  another  capital  fellow 
one  Smith,  who  assumes  the  title  of  a  Serjeant,  a  british  deserter,  is 
still  about  the  city.  I  think  him  a  very  proper  object  for  punish- 
ment and  refer  to  your  Excellency s  opinion  the  propriety  of  ad* 
vertising  him,  inclo^  is  his  description  &  the  deposition  against  Serj* 
Nagle.     I  have  wrote  Gen^  S*  Glair  respecting  a  tryal. 

I  have  felt  a  little  uneasy  at  the  Congressional  reflections  on  the 
State,  hope  when  they  cool  they  will  think  better  of  the  State  of 
Penns^. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  with 
the  greatest  respect  k  Friendship, 
your  Eicellencys  most  Obd<  Hub.  St., 
R.  BUTLER,  Col»,«*, 

P.  B.  Comdg. 
His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President. 
Vol.  X.— 4 
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Brio.  Gen.  McLean  to  M.  Douglass,  1783. 

(Copy.) 

Brigadier  Qen^  McCean  presents  his  oompliments  to  Mr.  Dong- 
lasSy  and  Cap  ^Maonllj,  &  requests  the  favor  of  tbeir  company  to 
dinner  to-morrow  at  three  O'Clock.  A  verbal  mcsaage  by  the 
Servant  will  be  suffident. 

The  Brigadier  will  be  mnch  obliged  to  Mr.  Donglass,  if  he  will 
be  so  good  as  to  send  him  to-morrow  a  copy  of  his  instmctions,  & 
of  the  resolve  of  Congress  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  in  Canada  to  facilitate  business. 

Sunday  Evening,  IS^^  Jnlj,  8  O'Clock. 


EpHRAiM^DouaLASS,  TO  Gen.  McLeak,  1788. 

(Copy.) 

Niagara,  16«*  July,  1783. 
Sir, 

After  having  already  so  fully  oommunioated  to  you  my  iostruo- 
tions  from  the  See'  at  War.  The  resolve  of  Congress  whereon  they 
are  founded — my  wishes  in  obedience  to  these  instructioDs  &  my 
earnest  desire  of  having  an  opportunity  of  communicating  them  to 
the  Chiefs  of  the  Indian  Nations,  a  repetition  of  any  part  thereof 
would  now  be  as  useless  as  improper ;  bat  that  my  character  may 
be  defended  from  the  imputation  of  irresolution,  negligence  or 
want  of  alacrity  in  the  execution  of  my  duty,  I  take  the  liberty 
to  request  that  you  would  favor  me  in  writing  with  your  reasons  for 
declining  to  suffer  me  to  assemble  the  Chiefs,  and  to  make  known 
to  them  the  message  I  am  charged  with  by  the  United  States:  And 
from  the  personal  civilities  I  have  already  received,  as  well  as  from  my 
opinion  of  your  character,  I  flatter  myself  you  will  readily  grant 
mo  this  request. 

I  am,  with  all  possible  respect 
Sir,  Your  most  Obed.  Servant, 

EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS.  ' 
Hon'ble  Brig'  Qeti^  M'Lean,  Command*  at  Niagara. 
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Gen.  McLean  to  .Major  Douglass,  1783. 

Niagara,  16tb  July  1783. 
Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  your  letter  of  this  date,  in  answer  to  which, 
I  am  to  inform  yoa  that  it  is  my  wish,  &  ought  to  ho  that  of  every 
honest  man  to  promote  friendship,  cordiality  and  reconciliation 
between  the  subjects  of  great  ]3ntaiil  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  that  I  shall  for  my  part  always  follow  that  rule — Yoa  Sir, 
have  been  so  obliging  as  to  deliver  me  a  copy  of  your  Instructions 
together  with  the  resolve  of  Congress,  upon  which  they  are  founded 
&  I  should  have  been  happy  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  comply 
with  your  wishes  but  circumstanced  as  I  am  in  a  subaltern  statlou 
it  was  out  of  my  power,  until  I  had  received  the  orders  of  the 
Commander  in  chief.  My  sentiments  on  that  head,  I  had  the 
honour  to  communicate  to  General  Lincoln  Secretary  at  War  to  the 
United  States,  by  a  letter  dated  16th  of  May,  last.  An  additional 
reason  that  weighed  greatly  with  me,  and  rendered  it  impossible  for 
me  to  admit  the  publication  of  your  instructions,  was,  that  part  of 
them  were  conceived  in  terms  that  I  judged  to  be  unnecessary,  if  not 
improper,  and  must  have  been  a  reflection  on  any  British  Officer 
that  would  give  his  consent  to  their  being  published.  I  apprehend 
Congress  to  be  unacquainted  with  the  situation  in  which  I  stand 
with  respect  to  Indians,  there  are  3,000  of  them  victualled  here 
daily ;  these,  in  fact,  are  a  part  of  this  Garrison,  as  to  provision  & 
cloathing — and  the  impression  that  the  communicating  your  instruc- 
tions to  them  i  would  (in  my  opinion)  bring  on  disputes  that  might 
be  disagreeable  to  the  service  &  the  troops  under  my  command,  & 
for  which  I  should  be  justly  blamed,  till  I  had  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  pacific  disposition  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Indian  Nations,  I  communicated  to  them,  when  I 
received  Gen'l  Lincoln's  letter,  &  I  shall  repeat  it  by  the  Super- 
intendant  immediately — you  are  now  acquainted  with  the  pacific 
disposition  of  the  Indians  &  I  can  assure  you,  there  is  nothing  they 
wish  for  with  greater  anxiety,  than  peace  and  friendship  with  the 
United  States.  They  have  fore. some  time  past  been  greatly  alarmed 
at  the  several  severe  messages  said  to  be  sent  them  from  Albany, 
but  I  have  endeavored  to  quiet  their  apprehensions  on  that  score. 
I  cannot  conclude  without  declaring,  that  in  my  humble  opinion  Con« 
gress  could  not  have  employed  any  Man  better  qualified  than  your« 
self  for  carrying  on  a  negotiation  with  the  Indian  Nations  &  I  greatly 
lament  for  the  reasons  1  have  mentioned,  that  it  is  out  of  my  powei; 
to  act  otherwise  than  I  have  done,  until  I  have  the  authority 
of  my  superiors,  which  I  shall  transmit  by  a  flag  of  Truce  to  the 
State  of  New  York,  the  moment  I  receive  them.    . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &"*, 

ALLAN  MACLEAN. 
Directed^ — ^To  Ephraim  Douglass,  Esqr. 

(Copy.) 
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Delbqatss  in  Congrbbs  to  P&bs.  Dickiksok,  1783. 

Priooeton,  Jnlj  16;  1783. 
Sir, 

The  Letters  with  which  the  Delegates  were  honored  reapectiog  the 
farther  Proceedings  relative  to  the  Matineers  were  dolj  receiyed  & 
the  Enclosures  commanioated  to  Congress.  Tour  Ezoellenoy's 
Explanation  of  your  Condu(st  in  oppodtion  to  the  Misrepresentations 
contained  in  Seijeant  Nagle's  Deposition  has  also  been  laid  before 
Congress.  The  Papers  your  Excellency  wishes  to  have  furnished 
cannot  be  found  at  present  in  the  Secretary's  Office.  A  further 
Search  will  be  made  &  if  more  successful  the  Papers  shall  be  sent. 
It  is  presumed  Council  have  the  originals  of  which  it  is  conceived 
only  copiefi  were  transmitted. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect  &  Esteem 

your  very  obd.  Servant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  President  Dickinson. 


EXTRACTS  I'ROM  A  LbTTBR;   1783. 

Pittsburgh,  July  18th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informing  you  &  Council  of 
some  designing  People  in  this  Quarter,  in  raising  disturbances 
amongst  the  Ignorant  People,  viss.  ****** 
I  am  inform^  that  they  have  Reported,  that  there  is  a  Remon- 
strance laid  before  the  Assembly  of  Virginia,  to  have  an  appeal  to 
Congress  in  regard  to  the  boundary  lately  agreed  on  Between  this 
State  and  that  of  Virginia,  &  to  have  commissioners  reappointed  to 
Run  a  Line  agreeable  to  the  Meanders  of  the  Delaware,  that  the 
Line  is  not  finally  settled  k  that  by  taking  the  Line  in  the  manner 
mentioned  it  would  be  much  in  favour  of  the  State  of  Virginia  &  the 
People  who  would  wish  to  live  out  of  the  State,  by  spreading  these 
Reports  it  creiites  an  uneasiness  amongst  those  People  who  would 
be  fond  to  take  hold  of  any  thing  that  would  offer  to  Screen  them* 
selves  from  the  Law  of  this  State,  Cbuncil  well  knows  that  these 
People  have  always  been  dissaffected  to  this  Government,  some 
effectual  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  fix  the  boundary  finally,  other- 
wise, we  shall  always  be  troubled  with  these  kind  of  People,  if  you 
should  think  that  the  hint  I  have  given  will  be  off  service,  you'll 
excuse  roe  for  troubling  you  with  this  Letter,  &  I  shall  be  happy  in 
having  it  in  my  power  to  serve  the  State.        *        *        *        * 
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Cr£OB0JB  Bbyan  to  Pbb8.  Dickiksok,  1788. 

22d  July,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  attended  ORrefullj.  to  the  enquiry  which  joor  ezoellency  wm 
pleaaed  to  reccommend  to  me  yesterday.  Upon  going  to  the  Cor- 
roner'a  honae,  which  is  nigh  to  mine,  I  learned  from  Mrs.  Kosh,  that 
he  had  held  an  inquiBitioii  jon  the  body  of  Molineauz,  lately  killed 
in  a  violent  manner. 

This  morning  Mr.  Rush  himself  was  with  me.  He  represents  the 
affair  as  follows;  that  about  ten  in  the  Evening,  two  persons  were 
passing  thro  Cedar  Street  near  the  wharf,  when  one  of  them  heard  a 
cry,  near  by  *'  I  am  stabbed;''  that  be  immagined  that  it  was  Ae 
voice  of  his  companion,  &  interfering,  lajed  hold  of  a  man,  two 
others  running  off  at  same  Ume  clad  in  short  cloatbes  like  seamen ; 
that  his  Companion  asked  bim  '*  what  are  you  about  J"  To  which 
the  other  said,  ''  I  thought  you  were  stabbed"  ''  No,  was  the  reply, 
I  am  safe,''  Upon  which  the  prisoner  was  let  go.  The  ssylors  as 
they  seemed  to  be,  went  down  street  towards  the  wharf.  Molineauz 
never  spoke  afterwards,  but  died  in  5  or  6  minutes. 

The  Coroner  further  tells  me,  that  he  introduced  the  Evidence  to 
the  Chief  Justice,  lest  he  might  be  blamed  for  the  darkness  of  this 
homicide,  which  perhaps  will  never  be  explained. 

Shall  I  presume  to  hint  to  vour  Excellency,  that  in  such  cases 
rewards  have  sOmetimes  brought  forth  witnesses.  In  this  case,  it 
might  shew  a  laudable  exertion  in  the  Executive  power  to  protect 
foreigners  of  whatever  nation ;  for  I  presume  the  deceased  was  a 
British  Subject,  besides  the  de^d  is  in  its  nature  highly  mena- 
cing. But  this  Idea,  I  submit  to  ^our  Excellency's  better  judgment, 
hoping  you  will  excuse  my  mentioning  it. 
lam 

may  it  please  your  Excellency 
your  Excellencies, 

most  obed't  hum  Servt, 

GEO.  BRYAN. 

P.  a.     I  should  have  done  myself  the  honour  of  waiting  on  you 
io  person  this  morning,  had  I  not  taken  medicine  for  my  cold. 
Directed 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.  Pres.  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

*  See  ProolamatioD  in  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  629. 
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Elias  Boddinot  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 

"^  Princeton,  26  July,  1788. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  (he  honor  of  inclosing  yonr  Excellency  the  copy  of  a  pri- 
vate letter  I  lately  received  from  a  Member  of  Gonsreaa,  while  in 
your  City,  I  inclose  it  for  your  information,  as  I  think  *  *  * 
being  the  oonfidcntial  friend  of  Carberry  &- Sullivan,  may  be  likely 
to  know  more  of  their  Schemes  than  any  other  person. 
I  havtf  the  honor  t6  be, 

with  great  respect, 

your  Ezceuency's 
Obed'  ft  very  humb.  Serv*, 

EL1A8  BOUDINOT. 
Plrtcteflj — His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Presid.  &e.,  of 
Pennsylvania. 
Elias  Bottdinot 


Phfladelphia,  17  Ju^,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  dined  yesterday  at  Bristol  in  company  with  a  Mr.  *  *  *  of 
Chester,  who  informed  me  that  it  was  to  his  house  Cfarheny  and 
Sullivan  came  when  they  fled  from  the  City,  Carberry  being  an  old 
acquaintance  of  his.  That  they  made  him  acquainted  with  their 
situation,  and  told  him  they  put  their  lives  in  his  hands,  and  that 
he  must  shelter  them  till  they  could  make  their  escape.  That  he 
informed  them  of  a  British  Ship,  outward  bound  then  lying  in  the 
Biver,  and,  at  their  desire,  went  on  board  and  applied  for  a  pas- 
sage for  them.'  That  the  Captain  informed  him  that  the  Births  were 
taken  up,  and  he  could  not  receive  them  unless  the  passengers  con- 
sented. That  no  objections  being  made,  the  two  men  left  his  house 
&  went  on  board  about  12  o'clock  in  the  night  of  the  same  day  they 
came  down.  He  informed  mo  they  came  on  Horse  back,  and 
brought  a  black  boy  with  them  to  take  the  horses  back. 

*  *  *  gives  Carberry  a  verv  good  name,  but  says  Sullivan  talked 
in  a  strange  way — that  he  took  him  to  be  in  liquor — that  he  had  a 
pair*  of  loaded  pistols  with  him  and  swore  he  never  would  be  taken 
alive — that  if  it  was  attempted  he  would  shoot  somebody  with  one 
of  the  pistols  and  with  the  other  blow  his  own  brains  out. 

This  is  the  best  aocount  I  have  heard  of  the  escape  of  these  men, 
and  I  communicate  it  to  your  Excellency,  rather  with  a  desire  of 
satisfying  you,  as  to  the  manner  of  it,  than  from  an  expectation  that 
such  information  will  be  of  use  to  the  Public.  ^  *  *  who  assisted 
them,  does  not  seem  conscious  of  having  done  wrong.  How  far  he 
is  culpable  by  the  laws  of  the  State^  I  cannot  undertake  to  say. 

I  am,  &c., 
E.  M-  ♦  *  * 
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Pkoyinob  Islakd  Hospital,  1788. 

Sir, 

The  Trustees  of  the  ProviDce  Islaad,  otherwise  State  Island,  have 
appointed  Nicholas  Fitzsimons  to  be  keeper  of  the  Hospital  there. — 
Colonel  Bayard,  who  is  gone  out  of  Town,  has  good  recommenda- 
tions of  him.  It  is  hoped  be  will  execute  tbe  trust  with  satisfaction 
to  the  honorable  Board. 

We  are  Sir, 

Your  most  obd.  Servants, 
GEO.  BRYAN, 
EGBERT  KNOX. 
Philadelphia,  26**  July,  1783. 
Direciedf 
To  Mr.  Secretary  Armstrong. 

Com.  op  Tazbs  of  Bucks  Go.  to  Pbes.  Diceinsok,  1783. 

Bucks  County,  July  81-S  1788. 
Sir, 

This  acknowledges  tbe  Receipt  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary, 
dated  the  24tfa  Instant,  together  with  the  Duplicate  of  another  of 
the  20tb  of  May  last,  respecting  the  arrearages  of  Taxes  in  this 
County,  particularly  those  of  the  class  and  effective  Supplies.  In 
answer  thereto  we  would  wish  to  assune  the.  Honorable  Council,  that 
we  bave  not  been  inattentive  to  their  Notices  on  this  Subject; 
knowing  also  the  Demands  of  the  Law  therein,  as  well  as  the  public 
Necessities,  we  have  constantly  endeavoured  to  fulfil  our  Duty ;  And 
though  our  Exertions  have  not  bad  the  desired  Effect  in  its  fullest 
Extent,  we  yet  trust,  &  have  good  Reason  to  believe,  that,  generally 
through  the  County  our  Success  has  been  equal  to  the  Abilities  of 
the  People.  The  War  left  them  poor  and  since  its  Conclusion  they 
have  not  bad  Time  nor  wherewith  to  enrich  themselves.  In  this  Sense 
we  humbly  conceive  its  Effects  do  still  operate.  Notwithstanding 
these  Considerations  wo  have  urged  them  hard ;  the  Collectors  have 
been  notified  often,  threatened  and  summoned  to  answer  for  Delin- 
quency— ^their  Plea  constantly  is  an  absolute  scarcity  of  Money ;  in- 
somuch that  when  they  distrain  for  Tax,  they  cannot  sell,  especially 
where  the  Goods  belong  to  the  Persons  who  used  to  pay  freely  when 
they  could ;  and  in  Case  of  Sale,  that  the  Purchasers  themselves 
are  often  unable  to  make  immediate  Payment,  though  Owners  of 
considerable  Estates.  Knowing,  or  at  least  believing  from  our  own 
Observations  and  Experience,  that  these  Pleas  were  just,  we  have 
indeed  thought  it  hard  and  impolitic  to  execute  the  Rigours  of  the 
Law  upon  tbe  Collectors;  and  though  some  of  them  may  have 
possibly  abused  the  Lenity  shown  them,  either  by  Remisness,  or  an 
appropriation  of  the  public  Monies  to  their  own  Purposes,  we  do  not 
know  it;  &  hope  there  are  but  few  such. 
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Having  given  yonr  Ezcellenoy  and  Council  tb«  Causea  which 
retard  the  Collection  of  the  Taxes,  in  this  County,  which  proceed 
from  the  Scarcity  of  money  '^  we  beg  leave  to  inention  another  very 
disagreeable  one,  and  that  is  a  Difficulty  of  procuring  CoUectonii 
owin|(  principally  to  th^  Insnlts  and  Abuses  of  a  Band  of  BobberSy 
who  infest  the  Middle  and  upper  Parts  of  the  County,  and  who 
have  robbed  us  of  large  Sums,  which  by  the  Way  makes  our  arrears 
much  greater  than  otherwise  they  would  appear.  Men  think  an 
Appointment  of  this  kind  hard  in  those  Parts,  as  it  exposes  their 
Persons  and  Properties  to  certain  Danger,  against  which  they  have 
it  not  in  their  Power  to  guard.  They  consider  the  Latter,  in  some- 
Sort  as  doubly  at  Stake — liable  to  be  carried  off  or  destroyed  br  the 
Hand  of  Violence  in  Part,  and  to  make  good  out  of  what  shall  re- 
main, the  Loss  of  any  public  Money  of  which  at  the  same  Time 
they  may  be  deprived.  These  with  other  obvious  Considerations, 
arising  from  the  Poverty  of  the  People,  induce  many  to  choose  a 
'  Fine  rather  than  the  Office.  New  Appointtnents  are  made,  but 
Time  lost. 

But  not  to  trouble  your  Excellency  and  Council  too  much,  we 
would  just  represent  further,  that  from  the  Information  of  our 
County  Treasurer,  he  has  paid  into  the  State  Treasury,  what  he 
'  thinks  our  full  Quoftas  of  the  Class  Taxes  and  Supplies  for  the  Year 
17ol,  taking  into  the  Account  the  Sums  lost  by  Bobbery  as  afore- 
said, and  those  paid  by  him  to  Pensioners  within  the  County.  With 
Bespect.to  the  Supplies  for  1782,  we  must  acknowledge  the  County 
largely  in  Arrear,  having  yet  paid  on  Account  thereof,  but  about 
£9024,  and  of  the  Supplies  for  1788,  nothing  is  yet  collected. 
Nevertheless  Justice  to  ourselves  induces  us  to  repeat  that  as  Com- 
missioners, we  have  not  been  wanting  in  our  Exertions  to  obtain 
speedy  Collections,  and  Bespect  to  the  Supreme  Executive  of  the 
State,  superadded  to  every  other  just  Consideration,  directs  us  to 
assure  the  Honorable  Council  that  these  Exertions  shall  be  con- 
tinued. 

For  the  further  Information  and  Order  of  Council  therein,  there 
will  be  delivered  herewith,  the  examination  of  sundry  Persons 
respecting  some  late  Bobberies. 

We  are  Sir,  with  the  greatest 
Bespect,  your  Excellency's, 
and  the  Hon*'*  Councils, 
humble  Servants, 
8AML.  SMITH, 
FBANCIS  MUBBAY. 
JDirectedf 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  Council. 
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Jacob  Smyser  to  Pebs.  Diokibson,  1783. 

YorktowQi  Adgost  Sth^  1783. 
Sir, 

4.  Letter  from  Counml  dated  Haj  the  20^,  very  lately  came  to 
our  hands,  which  urged  ub  to  sue  a  Namber  of  Collectors^  but  am 
made  sensible  of  the  Distreses  of  oar  Inhabitants. 

Upwards  of  two  hundred  Head  of  Cattle  hate  perished  last 
Spring  in  this  County,  the  Crops  failed  and  the  Inhabitants  dis- 
tressed to  no  little  purpose. 

T^e  Letter  of  July  the  24th  seems  very  feeling  and  threaininoi 
and  if  closely  parsuedrmiBOtts  to  our  County,  few  ladividiiab  oould 
Bscape  the  Goal,  money  has  no  Oirenktion  with  our  InUbitantSy  as 
it  can  have  in  oUier  more  Populous  Plaoes. 

We  hare  taken  every  Neosesary  Step  to  Discharge  the  Supplies  in 
Arrear,  and  find  it  Tory  distressing,  and  still  not  oitisfaotory  to  our 
Expectations.  The  Mildew  and  bail  hath  destroyed  many  fields 
of  Chain  in  this  County  this  Year,  which  is  still  more  threatning  to 
us ;  and  Collectors  have  already  brought  Goods  to  town,  upward  of 
twenty  miles,  on  which  they  have  distrained  for  the  discharge  of  the 
Taxes,  and  met  with  little  encouragement  of  the  Sale. 

Our  Treasurer  intends  going  to  Philadelphia  in  a  very  short  time, 
who  will  give  a  very  Satisfactory  Ace*. 

I  am  with  Respect  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most 
Obedieat  &  Hble,  Serv^ 

JACOB  SMYSER. 
Directed^ 

So  His  Exoelleney  John  DiokiOBon,  Esqr.,  Presd<  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Philadelphia. 

PbW,   DiCk)[B801I  10  COUKCIL,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  am  not  able  to  attend  Council  to-day,  being  a  good  Peal  india- 
posed. 

May  it  not  be  proper  to  send  a  Copy  of  Governor  Harrisons  last 
Letter  ftlnoloeure,  to  theprothoi|otary  of  Washington  County,  with 
Directions  to  communicate  it  immediately  to  all  the  fudges,  Justices 
ft  QCcera  of  Dis^inotioa  in  that  County,  and  to  report  to  Council 
with  all  poasible  Sispatohi.Mie  particular  Circumstances  relating  to 
the  Oases  of  Campbell,  Cox,  ft  the  Militia  Officers,  nientioned  in  the 
proceedings  of  tim  Virginia  Assembly. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obd^  serv^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON.  . 
Thursday  Morning. 
Directed^ — Gen*  Ewing. 
iniforwci.— Aug.  7,  1788. 

*  An  extnust  was  seot^  the  letter  not  found,  nor  is  it  priDtod,  See  Col. 
Bee.  Vol.  XIII.  p.  689. 

4* 


78  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1788. 

Sbcr*y.  Abmstrong  to  Prothonotary  of  Washivgton. 
County,  17b8. 

7th  AagS  1783,  SecrcUr/s  Office. 
Sir, 

EnoloMd  is  an  extnet  from  a  seoond  letter  lately  received  from 
the  Gk>venior  of  Virginia,:  upon  the  rabject  of  onr  lawfi&  their  Ez- 
ecution  in  that  tract  of  Country,  which  has  been  eeded  to  ns  by  the 
agreement  of  ihe  Slst  of  August,  1779.  It  came  accompanied  by 
a  resolntion  of  their  last  Assembly— »a  copy  of  which  is  also  eii- 
•closed*  It  IS  the  desire  of  Connoilthat  you  will  communicate  these 
papers  to  the  Magistracy  of  your  Connty  &  report  to  me  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  the  particnlar  oircnmstances  which  attended  the 
I  of  John  Campbell,  Col.  &c.,&o. 

I  am  Sir,  Ac., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 
jr.  Secretary. 
Prothonotary  of  Washington  County. 


SrC*Y  ARHSTRONa  HO  TflOS.  ScOTT,  &0.,  1788. 

Secretary's  Office,  , 

Philadelphia,  Angnsi  7«^  1783. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  an  Extract  of  a  second  lictter  lately  receiyed  from  the 
OoYcmor  of  Virginia,  upon  the  subject  of  our  LawA  &  their  Execu- 
tion, in  that  disputed  Tract  of  Country  wlych  has  been  relinquished 
to  us  by  the  agreement  of  the  31*<  of  August  177&.  It  came  accom- 
panied by  a  Resolution  of  their  Assembly,  a  copy  of  which,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  Ratification  of  the  agreement  aforesaid  by  onr 
Assembly,  on  the  2d«  of  Sept',  1780,  is  inclosed.  It  is  the  Diree- 
tion  of  Council,  that  you  will  immediately  communicate  idl  tfaetfe 
Papers  to  the  whole  Magistracy  of  your  County,  informing  them, 
that  it  is  the  firm  &  nnanimous  Resolution  of  Council,  as  tliey  are 
conyinced  it  is  of  our  Qen^  Assembly,  to  adhere  inyiolably  to  the 
Stipulations  contained  in  the  agreement  between  the  two  States,  that 
they  expect  the  Magistracy  and  all  well  disposed  persons  who  regard 
the  Honor  or  peace  of  the  State  will  also  punctually  obserye  the  said 
Stipulations,  k  strictly  require  the  same  attention  to  them  from 
others. 

Council  are  of  opinion,  that  no  persons  holding  Ciyil  or  Militaiy 
offices  under  the  State  of  Virginia,  should  be  in  any  manner  molested 
for  regular  acts  done  by  them  in  either  of  those  capacities  in  pursn- 
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anoe  of  the  Laws  of  that  State  prior  to  the  agreement  before  itien- 
tiooed. 

You  will  please  to  report  to  Me  with  all  poseible  Dispatch  the 
particnlar  Gireomstancea  altonding  the  oases  of  John  CampbeU, 
Lieut.  Coll.  Ooxoi  &  others  alluded  to  si  the  ineloeed  Besolution. 

I  ami  fto., 

J^  A.,  Jr.,  Seo^*. 
Indonedf 

August  9%  1783.     To  Thomas  Seott  and  Michael  Haffnagle, 

E8(|". 


GOVEEKOB  OF  SoUTH  CAROLINA  TO  PbSS.  DiCKIKSON,  1783. 

.    (Cirottlar.) 
Oovemment  House, 

Gharleston/S«  Carolina,  18<^  August^  1783. 
Sir, 

The  Legislature  of  this  State,  haying  desired  me  to  write  tO  the 
several  Oovemors  of  the  United  States,  requesting  that  they  would 
he  pleased  to  famish  me  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  Persons, 
who,  have  heen  proscribed  or  banished  from  their  respective  States; 
I  thilefore  to  that  end,  now  do  myself  the  ^onour  of  addressing  this 
my  circular  to  you,  and  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  An- 
swer of  Compliance  with  the  said  Request,  as  soon  as  may  be  conve- 
nient, that  I  might  lay  the  same  before  them  at  their  next  sitting. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 
Shr,  your  most  Obedient, 

and  very  Hbble  Serv*, 

BEN.  GUERARD. 
Directed^ 

Bis  Ezeelleney  the  President  of  the  JBzeouti^Ceuncil  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


C0MHISS810NERS  OF  Cumberland  Countt  to  Pbss. 
Dickinson,  1783. 

Carlble,  August  14%  1783. 
Sir,  . 

We  rec'  your  late  letter  with  a  former  one  inclosed  urging  the  Pay- 
ment of  Public  Taxes  of  our  county,  previous  to  which  we  have  wrote 

*  Boagli  draft  ia  writing  of  Pres.  Dickinson,  see  answer,  page  80. 
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-undoUierwise  pressed  the  Goll.ectof8 of  Aedifiennt  Townehifmio 
their  datj  and  have  saed  eeyeral  of  them.  We  an  oonvineed  ci  the 
Beoessitj  of  rainag  ihei  pablio  taxes  and  beg  leave  to  assnre  joor 
JSzcelleDCj  thait  it  is  neither  inattention  in  ns  or  want  of  xefleetion 
ou  the-  important  sabjeot  tiat  makes  an  apology  for  oar  Condnet 
neoessary.  With  ns  tho  arguments  derived  from  the  effects  of  the 
Wit  doth  net  altogether  cease  to  operate  altho  of  late  labonr  hath 
its  price.  The  Farmer  (who  hath  been  frequently  called  from  his 
Family  to  Military  Service  and  unable  to  obtain  Labourers  to  onlti- 
vale  his  Farm)  cannot  consistent  with  his  labour  make  money  of  his 
present  Crop  before  he  hath  put  in  his  Seed.  We  believe  the  Peo* 
pie  in  our  County  in  General  have  a  disposition  to  pay  the  Taxes  as 
Car  as  in  their  power  could  they  be  indulged  with  time  to  ruse  it  out 
of  their  produce  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  they  labor  under  for 
want  of  circulating  Cash — Collectors  have  Distrained  and  Could  not 
sell  any  property  for  want  of  Buyers,  some  persons  indeed  who  have 
demands  on  the  Public  think  it  very  hard  .to  pay  taxes  while  large 
sums  are  due  thepi.  We  Humbly  submit  these  remarks  to  your 
Excellency's  Consideration  and  Hopefor  indulgence  from  the  Honora- 
Ue  Gouncily  untiU  the  people  have  time  to  oarvy  wbi^  they  can  spare 
.of  their  produce  to  Market  and  in  the  mean  time  we  will  not  fail  to 
use  our  Liflaanee  in  raising  the  taxes  of  our  Cquntj. 
We  have  the  honor  to  he 

with  all  due  respect^  ^ 

your  Excellences 

Most  obed«  &  H"«  Serv% 
JOHN  AGNEW,)  p^^„ 
SAM.  LAIRD,     J  ^^"^  • 
Directed f 

His  Excelleney  John  DickiasoBU  Bsquire,  President  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Cdnncil,  Philadelphia. 

Favf  by  Stephen  Duncan,  Esq'. 
Indor9edj 

August  18%  1788.    Letter  from  Gomm'rs  of  Ttitk  Oounty. 


Thos.  Scott  to  Pkes.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Waishington  County,  August  15%  1783. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency : 

I  have  received  Councils  Sundry  letters  indonng  copys  of  papers 
lately  received  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia*,  and  in  obedienoe  to 
the  orders  of  Council,  beg  leave  thereupon  to  report  :^ 

*  See  page  79,  also  CeL  Bec.^  Yel.  Xm.;  p.  672. 
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That  I  know  of  no  deparinre  from  the  Oampaot  between  ike  two 
Slates,  and  belieye  there  has  been  none  on  the  part  of  die  Court  of 
this  County. 

Tlukt  I  know  of  no  measure  adopted  by  this  state,  or  any  of  its 
offioersi  whereby  the  rights  of  the  late  Citisens  of  Virginia  are  in 
any  degree  InCnnaed  upon ;  were  those  rights  which  they  are  said 
to  have  held,  ana  whereof,  they  are  said  now  to  be  deprived,  ex- 
plioitly  mentioned,  perhaps  I  would  be  able  to  give  some  satisfaction. 

That  I  conceive  the  infringment  on  landed  propertv  stated  in  the 
memorial,  oould  not  possiblv  happen  without  act  of  the  Legislature ; 
if  the  ease  of  M'  Campbell  be  meant  by  this  suggestiou,  I  know 
nothing  of  it  further  than  that  he  hath  been  prisoner  with  the 
Indians  for  some  years  past,  and  may  have  missed  of  Inffrossing 
large  quantities  of  land  at  a  low  price,  by  CommissioDer  Certificates ; 
'some  other  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Washington  County  have  likewise 
missed  of  that  opportunity,  bv  means  as  little  Criminal,  and  I  could 
wish  to  see  the  whole  relievea,  and  put  on  an  equal  footing. 

The  case  of  Col^  Coz  is  shortly  thus,  prosecutions  were  Instituted 
against  him  for  assaults  and  batteries  in  useing  compulsory  measures 
to  draw  forth  the  Militia  of  Washington  County,  By  Virtue  of 
orders  issued  by  CoU  Penticost  in  Character  of  Lieutenant  of 
Tougbagsnia  eouuty,  for  the  Service  of  Oen^  Clerks  expedition 
down  tl^  Ohio  in  1781.  Which  orders,  as  well  the  people  who  were 
thus  compelled  to  service,  as  the  Oenerality  of  the  people  of  this 
eoanty  could  not  eonceive  to  have  proceeded  fremi  the  authority  of 
Virginiih;  not  only  because  of  the  previous  agreement  of  the  Several 
Le^slatures,  but  from  the  orders  Qiven  by  that  state  on  that  occa- 
sion, to  the  Lieutenant  of  Monangohok  county:  Vii.  that  he 
should  confine  his  authority  to  the  South  side  of  Dixon's  &  Measons 
Line  Extended,  although  the  Greater  part  of  that  county  lay  North 
of  that  line;  on  this  Ground  as  well  as  on  full  conviction  of  the 
Legal  extention  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  Btat%  the  people  very 
Generally  disobeyed  those  orders,  and  these  prosecutions  were  oom- 
menoedi 

This  being  the  true  State  of  this  Ckn'  Case,  and  although  his 
conduct  on  the  ooasion  was  exceeding  disrespectful  to  the  court. 
He  coming  at  the  head  of  a  party  in  a  Tumultious  k  contemptuous 
Manner,  continuing  about  the  Streets  in  that  manner  until  evening, 
and  the  same  night  an  attempt  was  made  upon  the  house  in  which 
the  court  was  held,  and  part  of  it  Thrown  down ;  yet  so  far  was 
personal  resentment  and  party  Spirit  from  mingling  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court,  that  a  disposition  to  soften  the  prosecu- 
tions was  observable  in  most  of  the  officers,  and  CoP  Cox  was  ac- 
tually acquited.  How  ibis  Can  be  termed  a  Judgement  against  him 
for  a  ConsideraMe  sum,  &c.,  I  cannot  understand.  It  is  true  that 
on  account  of  his  behaviour  alr^uly  mentioned,  I  charge  him  Clarke 
fees.  There  was  Indictments  against  one  other  Gen*  who  was  also 
acquited  and  discharged  with  out  fees ;  and  there  is  a  Suit  depend* 
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iog  agtinsl  two  others  for  things  of  the  same  natoie,  done  «t  the 
same  time ;  But  there  never  was  a  deoision  of  Court  against  anj 
Virginia  officer^  as  such,  for  any  cause  whatever. 
I  Have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Tour  Ezcellenc'y 
Very  Humble  Servant, 

THOSw  SCOTT, 
Protr  of  Washington  Ccuinty. 
Directed  J 

His  Excellency;  John  Dickinson,  Esq';  President,  &o. 


Commis'rs  of  Taxes  of  Lancaster,  Co.  to  Council,  1783. 

Iiancaster,  August  16th,  1788. 
Oentlemen, 

>Vo  received  your  Letters  of  the  24th  July  last,  settbg  forth  the 
necessity  of  collecting  the  several  Taxes .  the  Demands  we  are  per- 
swaded  are  pressingly  great,  Siud  previous  to  yoiir  Letter  we  have 
done  every  thing  in  our  power  {excepting  puttipg  the  Law  in  force,) 
to  have  the  out  standing  Taxes .  oollected.  But  there  ia  a  difficulty 
arrisingin  collecting  that  we  are  at  a  loss  how  to  advise  in— Some 
People  have  the  money  by  them  apd  those  for  ttie  mopt  part  have 
never  give  themselves  much  concern  about  the  Time  of  payment. 
Others  have  it  not  and  has  appropriated  a  great  part  of  their  Time 
in  serving  the  public  and  have  little^or  nothing  left  but  public 
Certificates  or  unsettled  accounts,  and  appear  but  just  beginning  the 
World  anew.  This  latter  Class  I^umanity  yfovld  advise  forbearance, 
and  how  to  discriminato  is  difficult  and  periutps  dangerous.  If  People 
oould  be  BO  goo^  natnred  as  to  lend  Money  to  those  that  wanted. 
The  Taxee  might  soon  be  paid.  But  those  who  can  spare  Money  do 
not  like  to  ri^  it  especialy  to  those  who  have  been  most  active  in 
the  service  of  their  Country. 

.  However  we  still  hope  thai  as  a  Bemarkable  Providence  has  ear- 
ned us  through  a  greater  Difficulty  than  this,  we  are  in  the  greatost 
hopes  that  er'e  lung  we  will  be  able  to  comply  with  what  is  required 

We  are  Gentlemen 

with  much  respect 

.   your  obedient  ^nd 

very  bumble  Servants, 

SAM.  BOYD, 
WILLIAM  SMITH. 
Directed^ 

To  John  Armstrong,  Ssq^  Sec^  to  the  Ezeeutive  Council, 
Philadelphia. 
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Copt  of  Report  of  Ephraim  Douolass  to  Seoy.  at  Wab, 

1788. 

Prinoetony  18th  Atignst^  1788. 
Sir, 

In  obedienoe  to  the  ioBtniotions  jovl  honored  me  with  on  the  6th 
of  May  last,  I  have  used  every  endeavour  in  my  power  to  ezecnte 
in  the  fnllest  manner  your  orders,  and  give  effect  to  ^dur  wishes ; 
and  though  I  have  not  had  all  the  snocess  I  at  first  hoped,  I  flattefr 
myself  the  following  report  will  not  onl  v  shew  that  I  have  attempted 
all  in  my  power,  but  that  essential  good  consequences  may  justly  be 
hoped  from  my  endeavours  to  obey  your  Commands, 
.  On  the  7th  of  June,  I  left  Fort  Pitt  and  travelling  about  two 
hundred  miles  by  the  old  trading  path,  arrived  on  the  16th  at  the 
J)elaware  &  Huron  settlements  on  the  Sandusky  River,  but  before 
I  reached  the  Villages  I  fell  in  with  two  young  Delawers  who  had 
known  me  formerly,  appeared  rejoiced  to  see  me,  and  eonduoted  me 
to  the  principal  Town  of  that  Tribe.  Captain  Pipe  who  is  the 
prinoipal  man  of  the  Nation,  received  me  with  every  demonstration 
of  joy,  welcomed  me  in  the  most  friendly  manner  and  treated  me 
with  greater  Civility  than  is  ipsual  with  them  in  time  of  profound 
Peaoe.  In  a  speech  of  gratulation  which  he  delivered  on  my  arrival, 
he  felicitated  me  and  my  Companions  on  our  safety  through  a  long 
&  dangerous  wilderness,  and  himself,  on  seeing  his  brethren  of  the 
United  States  once  more  enter  his  door  in  a  peaesble  and  friendly 
manner }  but  told  me^  as  his  Nation  was  not  the  principal  one,  nor 
had  voluntarily  engased  in  the  War,  it  would  be  proper  for  me  first 
to  communicate  my  business  to  the  Hurons  and  Shauneae,  and 
afterwards  to  the  Selawares.  That  he  had  announced  my  arrival  to 
the  Hurons,  and  expected  such  of  them  as  were  at  home  would 
very  shortly  be  over  to  see  and  welcom  me.  This  soon  happened  as 
he  had  ezpeoted,  bat  as  none  of  their  Uhie£s  were  present,  I  declined 
speaking  publiokly  to  them,  knowiog  that  I  could  receive  no  authenr 
tic  answer,  and  unwilling  to  expend  unnecessarily  the  Wampum  I 
had  prepared  for  this  occasion.  I  informed  them  for  their  satisfaction 
of  the  peace  with  £ngland,  and  told  them  that  the  United  States 
were  disposed  to.  be  in  friendship  with  the  Indians  also^desired  them 
to  send  for  their  head  men,  particularly  for  the  B^lf  King  who  was 
gone  to  Detroit ;  to  send  also  to  the  Shauneze  and  such  of  the  Six 
Nations  and  Delawares  as  live  on  the  Miami  Biver,  and  that  when 
these  were  all  present,  I  would  deliver  to  them  publiokly  the  par<- 
ticulars  of  the  business  I  was  charged  with. 

They  all  readily  agreed  to  this  proposal,  and  returned  to  their 
homes  apparently  very  well  satisfied  :  but^the  Hurons  nevertheless 
failed  sending  to  Detroit,  partly  thro'  the  want  of  authority  in  the 
old  men  present,  and  partly  through  the  assurances  of  the  Wife  of 


84  PBNNSTLYANIA  ARGHITBS  1783. 

the  half  King  who  was  oonfident  her  Hoabaad  would  be  home  in 
two  Daysi  and  therefore  a  journej  which  woaU  require  aiz  or 
Beven  was  altogether  nnneoeaeigry. 

The  Pipe  eent  away  for  those  on  the  Miami  agreeable  to  his 

fromise,  and  learning  thi|t  Mr.  Elliot,  one  of  the  agents  in  the 
ndian  Department  resided  with  the  Shawnese^  and  mnst  neoe»- 
sarilj  be  acquainted  with  my  coming,  I  wrote  to  him  by  the  Pipe's 
tlxpresSi'Teqaesdng  him  to  concur  with  our  Messenger  in  communi- 
cating to  the  Sbawnese,  that  I  was  charged  with  a  Message  from 
the  United  IStates  and  desired  them  to  attend  as  soon  as  possible-— 
I  also  gave  him  an  invitation  to  be  present  if  he  could  make  it  con- 
Tedent.  Though  I  promised  to  myself  Tcry  little  from  this  Letteri 
I  knew  it  could  do  no  possible  harm— and  though  I  did  not  hope 
he  would  give  himself  any  trouble  to  serve  me,  I  thought  the  possi- 
bility that  the  compliment  of  it  might  prevent  his  opposition  worth 
the  trouble  of  writing  it. 

On  the  evening  of  the  ISth,  a  runner  arrived  from  the  Miami 
with  intelligence  that  Mr.  Elliot  had  received  dispatches  from 
Detroit  announcing  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Johnson  at  that  place — 
that  in  Consequence,  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  were  desired  to  repair 
thither  in  a  few  Days,  where  a  Council  would  be  held  with  them« 
They  were  also  directed  to  take  with  them  the  War  or  Tomahawk 
Belts,  which  had  been  delivered  to  them  by  the  King  to  strike  the 
Americans  with.  This  was  an  intimation  which  had  been  long  e^r 
l^ected  but  never  till  now  received;  fbr  tihough  they  had  been 
repeatedly  forbid  to  continue  at  War  against  the  Americans  the 
Tomahawk  had  still  remained  in  their  hands,  which  is  a  deviation 
from  the  ancient  Ctistoms  of  the  Indians^  and  therefore  the  more 
astonishing  to  them. 

I  perceived  that  this  invitation  would  necessarily  drew  off  a 
numto*  of  the  principal  men,  but  determined  to  wait  the  return  of 
our  Messenger  before  I  would  take  any  further  resolution,  and  in 
this  suspenoe  I  continued  till  the  evening  of  the  22d,  when  he  re- 
turned with  speeches  frem  the  Chiefs  in  that  Quarter,  imparting 
that  they  had  made  every  preparetion  for  coming  agreeable  to  our 
requests  to  hear  what  I  had  to  say  to  them,  but  just  when  they 
Were  ready  to  mount  their  Horses,  they  were  stopped  by  the  arrival 
of  ten  men  who  preceded  a  body  of  sixty  other  Southern  Itidians 
coming  upon  business  from  the  Nations  North  and  Bast  of  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi'  Rivers.  That  in  cotisequence  of  their  coming  they 
would  be  obliged  to  delay  their  visit  to  us  for  a  few  Days,  but  would 
not  fail  to  come  so  soon  as  they  heard  the  business  of  these  people^ 
could  not  however  determine  how  soon. 

The  intervention  of  this  unexpected  delay;  the  uncertainty  where 
it  would  fend — the  anxiety  of  the  Sandusky  Indians  to  obey  the 
summons  from  Detroit,  the  absence  of  the  Half  Kins  who  was  now 
no  longer  expected  till  after  the  Treaty  there,  and  the  certainty  of 
receiving  no  answer  when  he  was  not  in  Council^  induces  me  to 
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'  yield  to  the  importnnitj  of  tba  Pipe,  tnd  attend  to  his  representa- 
tions.  He  pressed  me  to  accompapj  him  to  Detroil,  assuring  me 
that  it  woala  be  useless  to  wait  the  coming  of  the  Indians  from  the 
Miamiy  that  thej  would  spend  their  time  in  useless  Counseling  there 
till  the  Treaty  at  Detroit  would  oome  on,  and  that  if  I  even  eould  as- 
semble them  I  could  obtain  nothing  from  the  Interriew — ^That  if  the 
Half  King  was  present  he  would  not  undertake  to  give  me  an  answer 
without  oonsultiuff  the  Chieft  of  the  Huron  Tribe  at  Detroit,  and 
tfiat  these  would  determine  another  without  first  asking  the  advice 
of  their  Father  the  Commandant. 

Eluding  that  I  had  little  to  hops  from  continuing  at  Sandusky, 
and  likely  to  efieot  as  little  by  visiting  the  Miami  if  my  Horses  had 
even  been  able  to  have  performed  the  Journey  I  determined  to  pro- 
ceed to  Detroit  by  the  nearest  route,  though  I  began  to  be  doubtful 
I  should  not  rsuooeed  in  my  wishes  there ;  determined  however  to 
leave  nothing  unattempted  which  promised  even  a  probability  of 
suooesB. — I  concurred  with  the  Pipe  in  a  messsge  to  the  Miami  IiT- 
dians,  desiring  that  rather  than  wait  to  hear  the  dispatches  of 
these  Southern  Indians,  they  should  advise  them  to  continue  their 
Journey  to  Detroit  where  they  would  certainly  meet  the  Six  Nations, 
to  whom  their  business  must  be  ultimately  delivered,  as  the  Deputa- 
tion in  consequence  of  which  they  had  performed  so  long  and  diffi- 
.  cult  a  journey,  had  originally  proceeded  from  them— We  desired 
them  to  send  us  an  answer  in  three  days  what  Resolution  they  would 
•  take  and  when  we  should  meet  them  where  the  roads  unite,  that  we 
might  go  together  to  Detroit. 

We  waited  till  the  29^  in_hopes  of  receiving  an  answer  but  none 
came,  Hho  we  had  several  Messages,  some  intimating  that  they 
could  not  come  over  to  us,  and  desiring  the  Hurons  &  Delawares  to 
attend  at  the  Shawnese  Townih— other  accounts  said  the  Chiefs  of 
that  Nation  were  gone  to  Detroit. 

We  now  made  every  preparation  for  our  departure,  but  fearing  I 
might  not  a^in  have  so  good  an  opportunity,  I  made  use  of  this  to 
give  the  Pipe  every  information  respecting  my  business,  and  to 
explain  to  him  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  peace,  which  I  found 
had  not  only  never  been  communicated  to  them  by  authority,  but 
that  the  accidental  information  they  had  occasionally  received  had 
been  in  some  respects  contradicted  by  the  Officers  of  the  Crown ; 
particularly  that  part  which  related  to  the  evacuation  of  the  posts 
on  the  Lakes. 

I  left  Sandusky  on  the  80'^  accompanied  by  the  Pipe  and  two 
other  Indians  in  addition  to  my  former  Companions,  and  travelled 
onwards  to  Detroit  till  the  afternoon  of  the  1*^  of  July  when  we  were 
met  by  M'  Blliot  and  three  other  persons  from  that  place,  whom  the 
Commandant  bad  dispatched  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  us  thither. 

The  Indians  who  had  left  the  Towns  after  my  arrival,  had  given 
the  intelligence  at  Detroit,  and  the  Letter  I  had  written  to  M'  Elliot 
had  also  been  carried  there  by  some  of  those  from  the  Miami.    In 
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conseqaenoe  of  this  Col.  Depejster  had  seat  M'  Elliot  to  mo  with  a 
Letter  No.  1.* 

I  was  sow  nearly  half  way  from  Sandosky  to  Detroit,  and  could 
nether  take  or  alter  a  resolution  in  opnsequenoe  of  this  Letter,  hat 
oontinued  my  jonmey  with  my  n^ew  Companions— till  the  4""  whan 
I  arrived  at  Detroit,  where  I  was  reoeiyed  with  much  politeness  and 
treated  with  great  Civility  by  the  Commandant,  to  whom  I  delivered 
your  Letter,  shewed  your  instructions,  and  pressed  for  an  opportu- 
nity of  oommunicathog  them  to  the  Indians  as  soon  as  might  be. 
He  professed  the  strongest  desire  of  bringin/s  itbout  a  reconciliation 
between  the  United  States  and  the  several  Indian  Nations, — declared 
that  he  would  willingly  promote  it  all  in  his  power ;  but  that  until 
he  was  authorised  by  bis  Superiors  in  Command,  he  could  not  con- 
sent that  any  thing  should  be  said  to  the  Indians  relative  to  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States;  for  though  he  knew  from  the  King's 
Proclamation  that  the  war  with  America  was  at  an  end,  he  had  had 
no  official  information  to  justify  his  supposing  the  States  extended 
to  this  plac^,  and  therefore  could  not  consent  to  the  Indians  being 
told  so ;  especially  as  he  had  uniformly  dedaxed  to  them,  that  he 
did  not  know  these  Posts  were  to  be  evacuated  by  the  English. 
He  had  no  objection,  be  said,  to  my  communicating  the  friendly 
offers  of  the  United  States, — and  would  -ohearfullyij^e  known  to 
them  the  substance  of  your  Letter  to  him. 

In  the  morning  of  the  5*^,  I  received  an  intimation  from  Colonel 
Depeyster,  through  Captain  M'^Kce,  that  it  was  his  wish  I  would  go  on 
to  Niagara,  so  soon  as  I  had  recovered  from  the  faUgue  of  my  journey. 
In  consequence  of  this  I  waited  on  him  in  the  afternoon,  and  pressed 
with  greater  warmth  than  yesterday,  the  necessity  of  my  speaking 
to  the  Indians  and  receiving  an  answer  from  them.  I  pressed  him 
to  suffer  me  to  proceed  on  my  business  without  his  interference, 
and  offered  him  my  word  that  I  would  say  nothing  to  them  respect- 
ing the  limits  of  the  States,  but  confine  myself  to  the  offer  of  Peace, 
or  choice  of  War,  and  the  Invitation  to  Treaty.  He  would  not 
retract  his  resolution  without  further  orders  from  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  and  I  was  obliged  to  submit  however  unwillingly  :  But  must 
do  him  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that  he  made  every  offer  of  civility 
and  service,  except  that  which  he  considered  inconsistent  with  bis  Duty. 

On  the  6^^  I  attended  the  Council  which  Colonel  Depeyster  held 
with  the  Indians,  to  which  he  had  yesterday  invited  me.  After 
delivering  his  business  of  calling  them  together,  be  published  to 
them  your  Letter  and  pressed  them  to  continue  in  the  strictest  amity 
with  the  Subjects  of  the  United  States, — ^represented  to  them  the 
folly  of  continuing  hostilities,  and  assured  them  that  he  could  by  no 
means  give  them  any  future  assistance  against  the  people  of  Ameria. 

At  this  meeting  were  the  Chiefs  of  Eleven  Indian  Nations,  com- 
prehending all  the  Tribes  as  far  South  as  the  Wabash.  They  were 
Cbipewas,  Otawas,  Wyandots  or  Hurons,  Shawneze,  DelawareS| 
*  The  papers  referred  to  by  Nos.  have  not  been  foaiid. 
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Eiokaboosy  Oveochtanoosi  Miamia,  Pootawotamiea  and  Pienkishas 
with  a  part  of  the  Senecas;  moat  of  whom  gave  evident  marks  of 
their  Satisfaction  at  seeing  a  subject  of  the  United  States  in  that 
Country.  Tfaej  carried  their  civilities  so  far  that  mj  lodging  was 
all  day  surrounded  with  crowds  of  them  when  at  home,  and  the 
:  Streets  lined  with  them  to  attend  my  going  abroad ;  that  they  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  saluting  me,  which  they  did  not 
fail  to  do  in  their  best  manner,  with  every  demonstrajjion  of  joy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  took  my  leave  of  Colonel  De  Peyster, 
after  having  received  more  civilities  from  him  than  the  limits  of 
this  report  will  suffer  me  to  enumerate ;  but  not  'till  I  had  the 
honor  of  writing  to  you  by  my  Guide,  whom  I  directed  to  return  to 
Fort  Pitt  so  soon  as  the  Pipe  should  be  ready  to  return  to  San- 
duskey  on  whom  I  depended  for  his  safe  conduct  thither,  and  to 
provide  one  to  accompany  hiim  to,Fjort  Pitt 

I  arrived  at  Niagara  on  the  11th,  was  introduced  to  General 
Maclean  who  was  prepared  for  my  coming,  delivered  him  Colol. 
De  Peyster's  Letter  and  was  received  with  every  mark  of  attention 
but  he  declined  entering  upon  any  business  this  Day. 
if  In  the  morning  I  waited  again  on  the  General  at  his  request. 
He  asked  for  my  Instructions  which  I  produced,  and  afterwards,  at 
his  request,  the  Resolve  of  Congress  alluded  to.  He  expressed  an 
earnest  desire  that  the  Indians  should  live  in  peace  with  the  United 
States,  declared  that  he  had  most  effectually  put  a  stop  to  all 
hostilities,  and  had  already  given  you  this  Information,— that  he 
would  be  answerable  for  their  future  good  conduct  provided  they 
were  not  molested  by  us — regretted  that  he  had  not  at  present  sucn 
information  from  below  as  would  justify  hie  concurring  with  me,  or 
even  permiting  mo  to  call  the  Indians  together — ^that  he  had  eyerj 
reason  to  expect  Sir  John  Johnson  very  soon,  who  he  supposed 
would  bring  such  instructions  as  would  remove  every  difficulty, — 
that  however  he  considered  the  purport  of  my  mepsage  anticipated 
by  the  pains  which  had  been  taken  to  dispose  the  Indians  to  peacC| 
which  appeared  to  be  the  grand  object  of  Congress. 

In  case  Sir  John  did  not  arrive  in  two  or  three  days  as  he  ex- 
pected he  proposed  to  me  the  alternative  of  continuing  downward  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief  or  of  furnishing  him  with  Copies  of  my 
Instructions  and  the  Eesolve  of  Congress  which  he  would  transnut 
to  him  for  his  orders  thereon.  He  lamented  that  mischevious 
people  amon^  us  took  too  much  pains  to  alarm  the  minds  of  the 
Indians  in  this  quarter,  by  inventing  and  propapating  speeches, 
which  the  Indians  were  taught  to  believe  came  from  persons  in 
power  among  the  Americans.  In  proof  of  this  he  produced  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  Council  lately  held  with  the  Indians,  which  contains 
an  alarming  Hpeech  said  to  have  been  sent  to  them  by  General 
Schuyler.  At  my  request  he  gave  me  a  Copy  of  it  with  his  own 
remarks  at  the  bottom  No  2. 

In  consequence  of  this  speech  and  his  assurances  to  the  Indiansi 
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the  six  nations  had  sent  to  that  part  of  the  Oneida  Tribe  which  had 
remained  in  the  interest  of  the  States,  forbidding  them  to  bring  anj 
future  messages,  but  such  as  were  written  or  otherwise  yisible  in 
Belts  or  Strings.  That  thej  would  be  glad  to  hear  in  this  manner 
whatever  the  United  States  had  to  saj  to  them. 

Colonel  Butler  the  Snperintendant  at  the  post  was  sent  tor  and 
corroborated  eTerr  thing  that  the  Oeneral  sdd  of  the  peacable  dis- 
position of  .the  Indians,  unless  thej  were  compelled  to  a  contrary 
conduct  by  the  Americans  seicing  on  their  Lands  which  both  asserted 
the  Six  Nations  would  never  quietly  submit  to.  They  recommended 
the  measure  of  Oongress  sendin]g  some  person  to  give  them  assurances 
respecting  their  Lands,  if  it  was  their  intention  to  leave  them  to  the 
natives,  and  the  Oeneral  offered  to  promote  it  with  all  his  Interest, 
to  be  answerable  for  the  safety  of  the  Oommissioners  and  also  engage 
for  the  Indians  good  behjiviour  and  willingness  to  meet  the  Oom- 
missioners of  Oongress  at  any  place  after  receiving  such  assurance. 

Captain  Brant  came  from  the  Mohawk  Village  to  see  me  and  was 
introauced  by  the  General,  in  whose  presence  we  had  a  conversation 
on  the  subject  of  the  Indian's  Lands — Brant  insisted  that  they  would 
make  a  point  of  having  them  secured  before  they  would  enter  into 
any  further  or  other  Treaty.  In  the  evening  I  had  a  private  con- 
ference with  him  at  his  own  request  in  which  I  explained  to  him  in 
the  most  circumstantial  manner  everv  thing  relating  to  my  business 
with  the  Indians  and  had  a  good  deal  of  friendly  argument  with  him 
on  the  subject,  too  long  to  insert  here. 

On  the  evening  of  the  I8th,  I  received  a  note  from  the  General  re- 
questing a  Copy  of  my  Instructions  &c.,  to  send  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  facilitate  business,  No.  3.  I  sent  him  word  that  he 
should  be  obeyed,  and  early  in  the  momine  began  to  execute  my 
promise,  but  before  I  had  finished  copying  them,  I  received  a  verbal 
message  ihat  he  wished  to  see  me  at  his  quarters.  I  finished  the 
Copies  and  waited  on  him  with  them. 

He  informed  me  that  he  had  sent  for  me  to  show  me  the  Copy  of 
a  Letter  he  was  writing  to  Colonel  De  Peyster.  It  contained  instruo- 
tions  jto  that  Gentleman  in  consequence  of  my  representations  of  the 
murders  committed  by  the  Western  Indians  in  the  course  of  the 
last  spring,  and  since  by  his  account,  they  had  been  positively  forbid 
to  be  guilty  of  any  such  outrage.  He  pressed  Colonel  Depeyster 
very  earnestly  to  examine  minutely  into  this  affair, — to  forbid  the 
Indians  in  the  most  positive  manner  to  be  guilty  of  such  future  mis- 
conduct,— to  order  them  to  deliver  up  immediately  such  prisoners 
as  they  had  captured  throueh  the  spring  into  the  hands  of  him- 
self or  his  officers,'-and  further  to  tell  them  that  if  they  did  not 
desist  from  these  practices  the  British  Troops  would  join  the  Ameri- 
cans to  punish  them. 

He  afterward  read  me  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  which  he  had  written 
you  in  answer  to  yours  by  Mr.  Bull  Not  doubting  that  this  Letter 
is  in  your  possession,  I  only  mention  it  as  it  was  the  introduction 
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to  an  address  to  me  oontaiQing  the  same  sentiments,  which  ended  in 
an  intimation  that  I  might  return  home  as  soon  as  I  thought  proper, 
that  whenever  I  pleased  he  would  furnish  me  with  a  Boat  &  men 
to  carry  me  to  Oswego,  would  afford  me  every  other  assistance  in 
his  power  and  write  to  Major  Ross  the  Commandant  at  that  place 
to  eive  me  every  assistance  I  should  require. 

I  soon  concluded  that  this  invitation  to  leave  the  place  arose  from 
the  importunacy  of  the  Indians  to  hear  publickly  the  message  which 
my  oomiDg  had  promised  them,  and  his  refusing  permission  to 
Captun  Brant  to  take  me  on  a  visit  to  the  Mohawk  Castle  convinced 
me  of  the  justice  of  this  condusioni 

I  employed  such  arguments  as  I  expected  would  be  most  likely  to 
prevail  on  him  to  permit  me  to  speak  to  the  Chiefs  publickly  before 
my  departure,  and  answered  (as  I  thoiigbt)  all  his  objections,  one  of 
which  was  to  that  part  of  my  instructions  which  said  the  King  had 
been  compelled  ta  make  peace,  which  he  said  would  convey  to  the 
Indians  the  Idea  of  his  being  conquered,  and  might  induce  them  to 
an  insolence  of  behaviour  that  would  become  disagreeable  to  him  and 
perhaps  injurious  to  ^e  service.  To  remove  every  exception  on  this 
head  I  offered  to  suppress  the  word  compelled  but  he  avoided  giving 
me  any  direct  answer  to  this  proposal, — insisted  much  on  the  pacific 
disposition  of  the  Indians,  again  pledged  himself  for  their  behaviour ; 
assured  me  of  their  desire  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  declared  that  he  was  authorized  by  the  Chiefs  to  tell  me 
so.  He  then  informed  me  that  previous  to  my  arrival  the  Chiefs 
had  applied  to  him  to  write  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington 
on  their  behalf  with  offers  of  friendship,  and  re^tted  that  he  had 
not  such  orders  as  would  justify  him  in  doing  it,  especially  before 
the  Superintendant  Oeneral  had  made  the  proper  communications  to 
the  Indians  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 

Frustrated  in  every  attempt  to  obtain  a  public  audienee  of  the 
Indians  and  receive  their  answer  to  your  mesaage.   I  wrote  to  Seneral 


Maclean  on  the  16th  for  his  refusal  in  writing  TNo.  4)  which  he 
immediately  gave  me  (No.  5)  and  on  the  same  day  I  set  off  for 
Oswego,  after  having  experienced  from  General  Maclean  every 
species  of  polite  attention,  except  that  which  duty  as  well  as  incli- 
nation bid  me  most  wish  for  and  every  civility  from  his  Officers,  and 
from  the  Officers  in  general  at  all  the  Posts  I  had  occasion  to  visit. 

Sensible  how  difficult  it  is  to  say  just  enough  on  any  subject,  I 
am  afraid  I  have  protracted  this  report  to  too  great  a  length  and  yet  I 
suppressed  so  many  remarks  and  conversations  which  were  interesting 
at  the  time,  that  I  am  also  afraid  I  have  not  been  sufficiently  explicit. 
I  have  confined  myself  to  bare  recital,  without  any  commentary  of 
m^  own,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  obtruding  opinion  where  it 
might  be  considered  my  duty  to  relate  facts  existing  abstractedly. 
But  I  will  hope  your  forgiveness  for  saying  that  the  assiduity  of  the 
British  Commanders  to  restrain  the  Indians  from  hostilities  still 
wanted  the  visit  which  by  your  command  I  have  made  them,  to  satisfy 


90  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  178S. 

the  IndianR  tbat  thej  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  enmity  of  the 
States.  They  are  now  convinced  from  my  risquing  such  a  journey 
through  their  Country  and  from  the  ciommunications  I  have  made 
to  them  individually  on  my  way,  not  only  of  our  friendly  Sentiments 
toward  them,  but  also  of  our  confidence  in  theirs,  which  must  in 
some  degree  beget  a  similar  confidence  in  them.  And  though  I 
bring  no  public  answer  from  the  Chiefs,  owing  to  the  motives  of  duty 
or  policy  which  opposed  it.  I  think  myself  sufficiently  authorizea 
from  the  many  opportunities  I  had  of  learning  their  Sentiments, 
both  from  themselves  and  the  Whites  who  are  in  their  confidence,  to 
assert  that  I  know  them  to  be  heartily  tired  of  the  war  and  sincerely 
disposed  to  Peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  highest  respect  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS. 
The  Honble.  Major  Oenen^l  Lincoln,  Secretary  at  War. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1783. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled, 

August  21st,  1783. 

Whereas  it  is  stipulated  in  the  7th  article  of  the  preliminaries 
agreed  upon  the  80th  Day  of  November,  1782,  between  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries of  his  Britanic  Majesty  &  of  the  United  States,  **  that  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  shall  order  and  cause  all  Archives,  records, 
Deeds  and  papers  belonging  to  any  of  the  said  States  or  their  Citicens 
which  in  the  course  of  the  War  may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his 
Officers  to  be  forthwith  restored  and  delivered  to  the  proper  States 
and  persons  to  whom  they  belong/' 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander  in  Chief  be  directed  to  make  ap« 
plication  to  his  Britanic  Majesty's  Generals  commanding  at  New 
York  and  Quebec  for  the  immediate  delivery  to  persons  authorised 
to  receive  them,  of  all  Archives,  records,  Deeds  and  papers  belong- 
ing to  any  of  the  United  States  or  to  any  of  their  Citizens  which 
msy  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  any  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
Officers  during  the  course  of  the  War. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 
Indor9ed^ 

1783  Pensylvania,  August  2lst.  Resoluticm  of  Congress  respec- 
ting delivery  of  Archives,  Deeds,  Papers  &Gt*,  by  the  British 
Generals. 

*  See  CoL  Eeo.,  Vol.  XIH.,  p.  68L 
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County  Town  op  Westmoreland  Co.,  1788. 

HannoB  Town,  Angast  28d;  1783. 
Sir, 

We  BeceiTed  your  kind  favour  of  the  24th,  April  last  &  are 
jnnch  Obliged  to  yon  for  year  kind  Instrnotions  Respecting  the 
Purchase  of  a  Piece  of  Ground  to  build  a  Court  House  &  Goal  for 
the  utility  of  the  County.  We  the  Subscribers  Trustees  for  the 
County  of  Westmoreland,  having  met  &  upon  the  reconsidering  the 
situation 'off  the  County,  &  having  a  due  regard  to  those  counties  to  be 
laid  off,  we  do  certify  Hannas  Town  is  the  most  Central  &  Conve- 
nient place  for  the  holding  the  Courts  of  Judicature  in  the  said 
County. 

Witness  oar  Hands  the  day  &  year  above  Written. 

JOHN  CAVET, 
JOSEPH  ERWIN, 
ROB'T.  HANNA,  Trustees. 
Dirededf 

To  his  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  Pres'dt  and  the  Su- 
preame  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia. 


Memorial  of  Major  Michael  Ryan,  1783. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

In  January  1776,  I  received  recruiting  orders  from  Col.  Wayne 
having  had  the  appointment  of  Lieu't  in  Cap't  Lacys  company  and 
Adjutant  to  the  Reg't,  The  recruits  I  had  raised  I  marched  to 
Chester  delivered  them  to  the  Commanding  officer  who  ordered  them 
to  be  bilitted  on  the  Inhabitants,  as  we  were  not  then  furnished  with 
Tents  or  Camp  equipage.  My  duty  as  Adjutant  engrossed  my  whole 
time  and  attention,  consequently  the  Oapt.  lat  Lieu't  and  Ensign 
commanded  and  regulated  the  Company;  notwithstanding  this  I 
was  served  last  Thursday  at  Chester  with  a  Ca.  Sa.,  oblig'd  to  pay 
£40  specie  for  the  Soldiers  Board  or  go  to  Goal.  My  situation  was 
peculiar,  on  business  of  consequence  from  Alex*  (where  I  now  reside) 
to  this  City, one  day's  delay  would  have  injured  me  capitally,  I  there- 
fore gave  my  note  for  that  sum  payable  in  one  Month.  I  hope  your 
Excellency  will  take  this  aflEisdr  into  consideration  and  not  let  me 
suffer  unjustly  as  I  can  assure  your  Excellency  that  all  the  Money 
I  received  for  4  years  service  would  not  am'  to  that  sum  in  specie 
altho'  I  was  a  slave  to  the  Army  from  the  commencement  of  the 
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War  till  I  resignedi  hayiDS  served  as  Adjutant^  Brigade  Major, 
Inspector  of  a  Brigade,  and  Division  &o. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  ExcellonovB  oVt  Sorv'fr, 

MICHAEL.  RYAN. 
PhiPa  Ang't  24th  1782. 
Dtrectedf 
To  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq**, 


GoMMissiONEBS  OP  Taxbs  NorthamptoK|  Co.  1788. 

Easton,  Angnst  25th,  1783. 
Sir, 

Years  of  July  24th,  1783,  inolosing  a  dnplicate  of  yonr  Letter 
of  May  20th,  has  been  received — permit  us  to  assure  you  that  we 
received  the  Representations  of  Council  on  the  Subject  of  the  coi- 
'  lection  of  taxes  in  this  County  with  every  mark  of  Respect,  and 
paid  every  attention  to  them,  that  is  due  to  that  honorable  Body. — 
No  Exertions  on  our  parts  have  been  wanting ;  But  the  Argamentir 
derived  from  the  Effects  of  War,  which  you  are  pleased  to  say  have 
hitherto  been  urged  with  ^eat  plausibility,  do  not  yet  cease  to 
operate.  We  sincerely  rejoice  at  the  prospect  we  now  have  of  soon' 
enjoying  the  Blessings  of  peace,  &  we  should  be  ungrateful  indeed, 
if  we  did  not  cheerfully  contribute  all  in  our  power  to  reward  the 
brave  &  deserving  Men  who  have  contributed  Kight  years  military 
Services  to  the  Defence  of  their  Country ;  but  Money  has  not  yet 
began  to  circulate  at  this  distance  from  the  Capital,  &  it  is  yet  too 
early  for  the  I  nhabitants  to  have  received  any  Profit  from  their  late 
Harvest.  It  is  loability  alone,  &  not  a  backwardness  of  Disposition 
that  has  prevented  the  payment  of  all  we  are  in  arrear.  It  is  in 
vain  to  expose  the  Goods  of  the  Inhabitanta  for  Sale,  for  there  are 
none  to  be  purchasers.  We  know  the  Demand  Government  must 
at  this  Juncture  have  for  Money,  &  we  are  anxious  that  the  honor 
of  Council  &  the  State  should  be  supported.  Please  to  assure 
Council,  we  will  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  to  have  their  Wish>  s 
&  Commands  oomply'd  with,  &  we  remain  Sir, 

With  much  respect, 
Your  obedient  H*'*  Servants, 

HENRY  BANNETT, 
HENRY  LAWALL, 
Commissioners  North.  County. 
Directed^  (On  Public  Service.) 

John  Armstrong,  Jun',  Est)',  Sec'y  to  the  Sup.  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvania;  Philadelphia. 


TWfVSTlhYAJify^'  IMSBIVVB  1789.. 


Joqv  SwMOUW  w  Pbbs.  Dwsxsumj  1788. 

Atig»a*%lT88-    » 
Sr, 

I  beg  leftTe  to  Bequest  that  nn  Ord«  may  be  dra^  tipon  tbe 
!hre88ilrer  in  sbj  fkvor  for  tbe  sum  of  Mbeen  ponncb  specie  to  defby. 
tke  OooCiagent  Sxpenaeff  of  tke  Offiooi  fbr  which  sam  I  will  ac- " 


I  have  ^e  Honor  fo  be, 
WithReroect  Sir. 
'     Tour  Meat  Obed. 
Humble  Seryant, 

JNO.  NICHOMON. 
DirteUd^ 
His  JBxoell',  The  Prnwi.^  in  Goonoil. 


B.  Rwrniixn  TO  Wm.  Moob%  1788. 

I  oommnDieated  jour  request  to  my  Fiillmr  roi^ieotiog  the  Govfo- 
ration  papers,  &e.y  Ac,  early  afler  mv  arrival  m  this  City,  who 
▼ery  cheurfuBy  oonsented  to  deliver  them  to  any  person  properly 
authorised -to  reodve  them,  and  the  more  so,  as  having  oome  to  the 
resolntio|t  efembarfekg  for  Singed.  Heisiutetf  sftclr  this  deiermiaa- 
tion  be  attributed  to  those  unw<vthy  motives  woh.  his  many  kind 
'  olBoes  to'Ameriesa  naval  pfiasners  and  others  during  the  last  five 
yeais  df  tba.War^  has  been  ungenerously  imputed. 
I  am  with  great  Esteem, 
and  Respect}  &e. 

B.  SHOEMiLKBB- 
NewTorlr,  Aug^26,178S.     ..... 

WilCam  Mooria  Esq',  Xn  Philadelphia.    .^ 


Wardens  of  Philadelphia'  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1783* 

To  His  Ezoellenoy  tie  Treridetit^  And  the  Honourable  Supreme 
Bzeeative  Gonn^  of  the  State  Pennsylvania.       ^ 

The  Wttpclens'  tn  the  Port  of  Philaddpfaia  beg  leave  to  Inform 
that  in  Obedienoe  to  the  Order  of  Gounoil  of  the  10th  Juaoyt 
they  Advertised  in  the  several  l(e^  T^^^V^  9f  H^  Cfi^  for  all 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  VoL  XTTT^  p.  671.    f  8ee  CeL  fieo.^  ToL  xm.,  p.  695. 
Vol.  X 6. 
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penons  wiUiog  to  UDdertake  the  Bemoral  of  the  Chey«iiiz  De 
jPreiie  from  Hl^  Chanel  of  the  Sirer  Delaware;  to  Bend  in  their  pro- 
poBitioDS  by  the  first  day  of  July  last ;  we  are  sorry  to  aay  this 
mode  bad  Boi  the  dedred  efl^,  as  no  proposals  have  been  made. 
One  19911  Indeed .  oflFered  to  Superintend  the  business  for  One 
Oninea  ^  Day,  bat  as  this  was  foreign  t^  oar  Idea,  of  oonsequei^^; 
1^0  Notiea  wa«  taken  of  it. . 

We  farther  beg  lea?e  to  inform  that  in  Obedienee  to  Seqnest  aft 
Couneil  of  the  5th  Inst.  *we  have  emploved  MessF*  JJailewooA  &  Joy  • 
to  Make  Oat  sn  £x8ot  Snrvey  of  the  bed  of  the  River  Delaware, 
from  this  City  to  the  lowermost  Part  *of  PiUiogv  Port,  so  as  to 
Include  the  Situation  of  the  whole  of  the  Cheveauz  De  Freixe. 

This  Business  we  Expect  will  be  oompjeated  early  in  the  next 
week. 

We  are  His  Excellency's 

and  the  Councils  Most 
^  Ob»  Hvm»  S0rr*% . 

FRANS.  GURNET,* 
JOSEPH  BLEWKR, 
JOB.  DEAN. 

Wardens  of  P.  Philad. 
PhiladS  Aug*  26th,  1783. 


...      JOHK  NiOHOUKW  TO  PbM.  DiOKIlffiON,   1788| 

Oomptroller  Qenerala  Offioe. 

Aug*,  2e»»,  1788.     . 
Sir, 

There .  ere  Applications  Made  to  me  by  the  Artillery  Artificers 
vnder  the  Command  of  Capt*""  Wylie  and  Joidan  for  the  ^ratnity 
of  Nine  pounds  allowed  by  the  Assembly  to  Retain  soldiers  per 
Resolution  of    the  8>^  March,  1781— a  doubt  arises  with  me 
whether  they  are  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  Said  Resolution,  as 
they  were  not  Adopted  by  the  state,  as  nart  of  our  Line  nntill  some 
tin^e  in  1782, 1  pray  the  Instructions  of  the  Honble  the  Gouncil.  - 
And  Have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  great  respeot.  Tour 
BkceUy*  Obed.  Serv«. 
I  JNO.  NJCBOMON. 

H&  Ebccellency,  The  President  of  Ponna. 

♦  See  CoL  Bee,  ToL  Xm.,  p.  687. 
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JOHK  LtKHNS  SkC*Y  TO  PbBS.   DICKIK8OK,  1788, 

Barr  Gen""  Office, 

28'*  August,  1783. 
Sir, 

Agrecabk  to  jour. Order  of  the.  10**  of  June  last,  a  Number  ot 
Surveyors  bav.e  been  Appointed,  and  Beceived  tbeir  OrdeiB  lor 
Surveying  the  knd  that  is  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  Certifioatea 
of  Depreciation,  and  are  gone  forward  on  that  Service,  and  tb^ 
others  are  ready  to  follow,  so  as  to  be  there  the  10**  of  next  MLonth, 
They  have  Requested  that  I  wou'd  apply  to  Coonoil  for  Orders  to 
General  Irvine  at  Fort  Pitt,  to  afford  them  ^  Guard  while  in  that 
servioe,  (or  »t  least  while  they  run  the  West  &  North  Boundjsaes  of 
s*  Tract,)  as  thev  look  on  it  not  very  safe  toTprooeed  without,  and  it 
will  be  a  gre^t  bsirdsl^ip  on  them  to  go  th^e  &  not  be  able  to  nro 
oe»d  to  business  so  as  to  do  all,  or  the  greatest  part  of  it  this  ValL  • 
«  I  Bemain  Toaii|  lo  Serve. 

JNO.  LUKEN8,    ' 
Sw'y* 
Dxrtctedj 
To  BiiiiStoelleneyy  John  Diskinson,  Bb»,  Praid*.)  presenl.    « 


BSPOB!^  eV  OOMMITTBB  09  A88BlfBI.T-^GoV«  HA&BmO«'« 
LSTTBBS,  1788* 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Thursday,  August  29,  1.783.    . 

The  report  of  the  committee,  read  August  27  instant,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Governor  Harrisons  letters;  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
adopted  as  firflows,  vii. , 

Tour  eommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideratioQ  of 
Governor  Harrisons  lettera  of  the  12th  of  June,  and  28d  of  J«ly 
last,  wherein  it  sppeam  that^  complaint  hath  ^been  made  to  the  ex* 
ecutiye  of  Virginia  by  a  number  oif  the  inhabitants  of  that  tract  of 
country  which  falls  Toy  the  extention  of  the  temporary  line  betwixt 
the  two  States)  withm  the  bounds  <^  ^his  state,  that  the  conditions 
upon  which  said  line  was  acceded  to,  have  been  departed  firom,  by 
this  State,  and  measures  adopted  w^ich  deprive  them  of  those  rights 
which  they  held  under  Virginia,  and  fully  confirmed  in  the  Agree- 
ment entered  into  by  both  Sates  previous  to  the  running  the  iSbro- 
said  temporary  line,  also  that  prosecutions  were  commenced,  and 
judgment  awarded  against  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  for  ob^^g 
the  orders  of  tl^it  State,  previous  to  the  running  ssid  liQe^  whokby 

«  BseCoL  Bse.,  Vol.  ZUL,  p.  «W. 
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the  late  oitisens  of  that  Btate  are  harassed  and  oppressed  with  expenoe 
for  perfonpiDg  the  service  whidi  thejowed  to  their  ooantry;  duly 
oonsideriog  the  substance  of  the  foregoing  oomplaints,  together  with 
the  renort  of  tiie  protlioiiotary  of  Washington  oonntj,  who  was 
directed  bj  ihe  Executive  of  this  State,  to  enquire  fiiilj  into  the 
aforesaid  premises. — ^Beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  foregoins  eom« 
nlaints  are  groundless,  with  respect  to  aiij  infringements  having 
seen  made  on  the  title  of  any  lands  aoquirsd  under  the  Stale  of 
Virginia,  and  that  any  snits  that  were  instituted  agafnst  Ueutenant 
Colonel  Ooz  and  others,  were  owing  to  their  imprudent  conduct  in 
exeoulSng  orders,  that  were  issued  by  that  State  subsequent  to  the 
agreement  entered  into  by  this  &  the  State  of  Yirsinia,  notwith* 
standing  in  the  trial  of  the  said  suit,  the  said  Cotonel  Cox  was 
aeouiHMl  (with)  paying  the  Clerks  fees  only. 

Your  eommittee  rorther  considering  that  part  of  Governor 
Httfitons  letter,  wherein  he  proposes  running  the  botindary  line 
hwtween  this  and  the  State  of  Virginia,  as  agre^  upon  by  the  Com- 
missioners  at  Bahimore  in  the  year  1779,  and  taking  into  view  the 
unhappy  situation  of  the  gocd  eiftlfens  of  this  State  settled  in  Wash- 
ington ao«Di^  &0F,  and  the  evil  consequences  that  may  attend  delay 
in  matters  of  such  importance,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution. 

Besdved,  that  the  S^prtme  fittfentive  dowoafte/^sMted)  to 
correspond  with  the  Executive  of  Virginia,  upon  the  suDJect  of  fix- 
ing the  mode  and  the  most  convenient  time  for  establishing  finally  the 
boundary  Hne  betwixt  that,  and  this  State,  and  that  they  be 
antlMiiaad  immediately  to.  appoint  Commissioners  on  thipafC  of  this 
Statc^  who,  in  conjonctioa  with  tboaa  to  be  appointed  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  shall  run  thasaid  linc^tbis  House  being  sincerely  disposed 
finally  to  asoertain  the  boundary  between  the  two  States  as  speedily 
aspoasible. 

Extract  from  the  minates, 

J.  SHALLUS,  An'  Clerk  • 

of  the  Oenend  AasemUy. 

'  !!9th  Aug.  1788,  Report  of  a  committee  of  the  House,  upon  the 
subject  of  Gov.  Harrison's  letters  read  ft  adopted  by  the  house. 


John  1Nxcho;30k  to  Pais.  Dickisson^  1783* 

Gomp^  <Hn.  Office^ 

Ser  2d,  1788. 

8ii^^ 

Api^Hoalkm  batii  been  tnade  to  me  in  behalf  of  some  of  thoee 
Traitors  whose  Estates  ba?B  faeem  Oonfioiated  and  aold,  for  a  Certified 
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\  ot  the  tmomit  of  lie  S«Ifl»~-^TIiifl  po  doobl  ft  dooa  In  ofder 

io  solicit  tlie  Brilish  Oonrt  for  some  oompenntion  oa  aooomit  of 

Iheir  losses — I  beg  lesve  to  ask  the  adfioe  tad  direodon  of  your  £x- 

oellency  and  Goanoil  whether  there  be  aaj  improprietj  in  giTing  it. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

joor  Bzoj's  most  obediend 

and  yery  Humble  Sery't| 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directedf 
To  His  Bxo'y  the  Piesident  in  Ooimoil. 


Shabp  Belany  TO  Sbo'y  Abmbtrong,  1788. 

Tuesday  Moningi  9efp*t  M,  1788/ 
DsarBir^ 

Among  the  business  transmitted  bj  Couneil,  a  Petition  or  Memo* 
rial  of  Cap'n  Dane  of  the  ship  De  IJstabg  is  mentioned,  &  referred 
tp  a  Committee— The  Clerk  of  our  House  says  he  never  saw  it— 
The  Capf  n  is  uifent  te  some  ])0|erminalion,  as  he  lyes  at  a  great 
daily  expenoe.'  1  would, therefore  request  you  may  trahsmitt  the 
said  Mem*  to  your  humble 

&  Obed«  Serraot 

-         SHARP  DELANr. 
BineUd, 
To  Major  Armstrong. 


JoHK  Ni»oL0OK  M  Prm.  Diokiksok^-  1788. 

Gomp.  aen'l  Office, ' 

Philad.  SeprM/l^M-  '' 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  Inclose  a  Letter  from  James  Seaile^  Ei9q[. 
late  Gommissibner  for  Negociating  a  foreign  Loan  for  the  use  of  this 
Stato,  in  amwer  to  one  I  had  wrote  requesting  him  to  aooonnt  for 
monies  adtanoed  him,  before  he  sat  out  for  Europe— your  EzoeUenoy 
and  Council  wilLperoeive,  that  be  wishes  your  Honorable  Board  to 
^  bim  to  a  settlement  of  his  aooonnts,  by  refering  them  to  the 
decision  of  Indifferent  persons.  The  part  whidh  I  conceiye  he  wishes 
to  have  determined  in  that  way  is  the  Compensation  for  his  services, 
otherwise  I  suppose  he  would  have  no  objection  against  having  his 
account  settled  in  the  common  and  Legal  manner-^As  the  allowance 
for  his  Services  is  smaller  ef  too  meeh  Magnilade  for  me  to  deter- 
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pi)i»---I  b«gle|iTtf  to  raqiMiftl  tlitft  the  HoaoflAlellhe  Od&nMi  mvf 
Uk«  Bttok  ovder  theMifi  •«  lo  dkair  ptadeiiot  ttaj  aeekti  beet. 

I  have  Um  Honof  to  be 
't;  with  t^e -Higliest  respect 

^  joar  Ezoellencj's 

Most  Ob't  Serv't, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

To  His  Exoeir  J  The  Presid't  in  Cotfncil. 


PbBS.   07  OOKQRBSS  TO  PrBS.   DICKINSON,   1783. 

Princto^  S^pt'r  Sd,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  hffvp  liie  hcAOr  of  vetoing  to  jioar  Exeellencj  the  Copy  of  an 
Aot  of  doogress  of  the  21st  nitimOy  in  which  your  St^t*  s^ 
possibly  be  interested^  .    ' 

*"  I  am  with  very  great  re«f>eet 

your  SzoeUeneyf  a  - 

nmfr  Ob4H  &  t«ry  ff  ble  S^^^, 

BUAS  BOnpINOT.* 
Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency  John  Dioktnson,  Esq'r. 


C!oMMi88ioNBB8  OF  Wbstmorbland  TO  Prss.  Diokimow^ 

1783. 

Westmoreland  Gannty,  September  4%  1783. 
Hononred  Sir, 

Eeceivsd'ypar  Oinmlar  latter  pf  this  24^  of  J«lj  liSft  yesterday, 
and  beggs  leave  to  inform  your  Honour  that  we  have  done  all  in 
our  Power  to  raide.  the  Bupplies  i^f  wat  County  for  the  last  Tear — 
but  the  iNtltbii  of^  Yifl^Pi^  affected  the  People  of  one  Township  so 
much  as  to  cause  them  to  pursue  the  Assessor  with  arms  and  Fira 
after  him  so  that  ^e  could  not  obtain  the  Property  of  that  Towxvhipt 
for  w^ich  Reason  we  could  w%  proceed  to  Qaota  the  County.  Tho 
time  for  this.^ear  was  Car  elapsed  befpre  Ihe  Supply  Iiaw  eame  to 
hand;  imtpediately  after  we  proceeded  to  our  duties,  an4  is  likeljf 
io  meet  with  bad  Success,  many  of  the  Assessors  not  making  any 
Beturps^  which  pats  back  BnqineaSj  ^d  expects  that  matters  wfll  ^ 
much  as  they  were  last  Tear,  .^eggs  Tour  directions  how  to  pron 
ceed  if  they  should — Hostilities  has  c^ised  on  Our  Frouiier  sioco 
the  Springy  bi;t  the  Inhabitants  dare  not  Vemturey  as  y^t,  to  their 
rilaceS|  near  one  Half  of  the  Coi;nty  being  )i!vacuated|  and  it  will 
*  fie  was  eiest^A  VresMiBt  of  C«B9MB»  Mev.  4^  178a 
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mdHh^mmut  Pcnrir  to  g«t »  Jatt  B«ft«ni  of  iba  Latrf9--fibaII  db 
every  tbinff  we  Poesiblj  can  in  Ezetiioii  of  oar  duties  as  OoBim»ii> 
flloneiB,  EM  kopifi  yoifll  overlook  the  failures  ihat  we  eanAot  possi- 
bly perfefm; 

Ve  ate^  Honored  Sir,  witli  tbe  greatest  Bespeot, 
jQur  Bpnox^s  most  Obedient 

and  mo6tHiwb)«i  S«r?aat» 

W-  TODD,  1 

JOSKPJl  M'OARRAUGH,  >  OomoHhsioaers. 

W^JAOK.  y 

To  bis  Bxcellency  John  Pickiosbni  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylyania. 


£b«.  BimoMwm    to  Johk  Wbh^zbl,  1783. 

It  is  ^e  ^nse  of  Gpui^bil  that  a  s^oek  of  eight  treek?'  frsTisioii 
for  the  Comppiete  Companies  of  60  privates  eaob,  be  immediate)^ 
laid  in  at  Wyoming  for  tbe  subsistehee  of  that  Garrison*  f£o  tbf 
(nrposoj  Connpil  have  written  to  Captains  Bobinson  &  Shrawdec^-p 
With  direotions  to  oonsolt  you  upon  the  subject  ;-^inquiring  into  ^ 
guantitv  ^ou  may  now  have  on  band^  &  whether  you  will  engage  to 
eontraol  for  tbe  supply  of  the  rest.  They  have  tbe  orders  of  ibii 
iKMU'dj  to  opofirm  the  contract^  &  their  aasuranees  that  money  shall 
hot  be  wantiD|;  todjsehiarge  it.  To  tbb  preference  Counoil  conceiv^^ 
you  to  be  entitled)  %  from  your  general  Acquaintance  w^  tbcbu^r 

;&»y  &  the  fidelity  w^  w^  you  have  fulfilled  your  late  engagsnayiits* 
^ou  will  see  ^e  necessity  of  deciding  at  once,  as  tbe  Instruetiona' 
of  Council  direct  that  Captains  Robinspn  &  Shrawder  shall  commit 
it  to  some  other  person,  should  it  be  inconvenient  for  you  to  perform 
it  kmoS$»]y. 

Indorsedf^nSS,  September  5th. 


lN9TBUgTI0irS  TO  MESSRS.   RoBINSdH  AKP  ShIUITPEE, 

1783. 

In  Council, 

Philadel^a,Sept6mbei<£tii/ 17681 
Gentlemen : 

In  consequence  of  a  Conference  wiA  a  commtttee  of  the  General 
Assembly,  it  is  judged  proper  that  you  should  be  reminded  in  a  particu- 
lar manner  constantly  to  employ  the  utmost  vigilance  and  alertness 


ior  the  aee^riiyof  the  F<Nrft  «!  Wiomingi  and  for  ttaiaiuiiisg  Am 

poflt  Fhf  re  jou  are  now  atatioiied* 

.  It  10  expected  that  yoa  will  be  in  perfect  preparatioD  at  evevj 
moment  to  resiet  any  hostile  attempt|  whether  openly  or  nodioDBiy 
made.  Among  other  attentions,  it  will  be  ipdispeasablj  necessary 
for  this  purpose,  that  great  care  should  be  taken  not  to  sufier  the 
Soldiers^  on  any  pretence  whatever,  to  absent  themselves  from  the 
Oarrisoni  either  in  an  indefensible  sitnationi  or  beyond  the  reaeh  of 
yonr  immediate  recall. 

.     It  is  thooghi  absolutely  neoessuy  by  Councili  that  a  supply  of 
two  Months'  provisions  for  both  companies,  calculating  upon  the . 
compleat  establidiment  of  sixty  privates  to  each  company,  be  imme- 
diately conveyed  into  the  Fort;  so  that  the  Garrison  may  not  in  any 
]ii(anner  depend  upon  provisions  from  without  during  that  period.   , 

That  a  siuj^le  moment  may  not  be  lost — ^the  important  charge  of 
procuring  this  supply  is  principally  committed  to  ^on — ^for  tho',  to 
guurd  against  the  expence  of  a  double  purchase,  it  may  be  highly 
necessary  to.oonsolt  M'  Weitale,  and  learn  from  him  what  stodk  of 
provisions  he  has  now  on  hand,  and  what  additional  quantity  he 
may  engage  to  procure, — ^yet  it  is  intirely  the  sense  of  Council,  that 
iffaould'lie  discover  the  least  indifference  in  accepting  the  business^ 
oir  delay  in  the  execution  of  it,  you  will  yourselves  proceed  to  com- 
^fie^t  his  purchases,  should  they  be  deficient,  and  contract  fo^  their 
transportations.  Money  shall  not  be  wanting  to  fulfill  these 
euffagements. 

It  is  also  our  desire,  that  as  long  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep 
up  the  Oarrison,  after  the  expiration  of  the  two  Months  provided  for 
by  this  order,  it  sball  at  no  future  time  be  left  without  a  supply  of 
otre  Mbnthfl^  provision  in.  ^ock.  This  you  will  regard  as  a  standing 
lirdcr. 

-  WHh  the  most  entire  reliance  upon  your  fidelity^  prudence,  and 
tictivity^-*l  am,  Oentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DICKW80N.* 

P.  8. — On  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  immediately  transmit  a 
return  of  the  present  efficient  force  of  the  Cobpauies  under  your 
command,  with  a  state  of  your  ammunition  and  arms. 

The  inclosed  letter  to  be  sealed  and  forwarded  to  M'  Weitzle. 

Directed, — On  public  service. 
CefRiins  Bobinaon  and  Shraw&r,  of  the  Bangers  at  Wyoming. 
*    •  See  CoL  Bee,  VeL  XIII.,  p.  678. 
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Delbqatbs  IK  OoKaftBfis  TO  Prba,  DiCKiNSoir,  1788. 

^inoQton,  Sep^  5, 1783. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  Honour  to  laj  before  the  Honble  CSoanoU,  Copi^  ^f 
aiindrj  Papers  relative  to  the  ntaatioo  of  Affidrs  ^ith  the  Hoitile 
Indians  &  respecting  the  Posts  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Northern  &  Western  Frontiers  possessed  by  the  Troops  of 
His  Brittanniq  Majesty.  These  Papers,  are  referred  to  Committees 
who  have  not  jet  reported.  When  any  prooeedings  are  had  in  Con- 
gress we  shall  duly  lay  them  before  the  Council  to  whom  we  shall 
transmit  any  further  Information  which  may  be  received  op  this 
Subject 

We  have  the  Honour  to  he, 

with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem 

your  very  obed.  Servants, 
JAMES  WIU30N, 
RICHARD  PETERS, 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY. 

We  also  tintnsmit  a  Copy  of  the  Financier's  Statement  of  the  Fay^ 
SEientB^  made  by  the  several  States  fai  Oonsequidaoe  of  the  BequiskkNii 
ef  Congress  for  Ih0  year  1782. 

Directed, 

His  Bzcellenoy  The  President  ft  The  Honble  S.  E.  Council  of 
Fhikdelphia. 


.  TtLBs.  DxGKXKSQN  TQ  GsKL.  Cablsxon,  1783. 

U  Oovneil,  Sjept^mber  5<^  1783.  , 
Sir, 

Perfectly  eoiiviQeed,  that  a  Regard. foi^.  Justice  has  Place  in  |incli 
a  Character  as  you  hold,  I  am  iadi}ced  to  make  a  Requ^t.  in  Bahalf 
of  this  Statci  Whjpb,  1  hopp,  wiU  mcfit  with  your  entire  approbation, 
&  of  cojorse  be  attended  with  the  d^ired  success. 

Several  parts  of  this  State  have  been  lately  infested  by  a  sett  of 
Robbers,  &  particularly  by  some  of  them  within  these  last  five 
months  w)ia  have  ebmmitted  ikiany  enormous  crimes,  &  in  a  very 
cruel  manner.  Information  has  been  received,  that  some  of  these 
offenders  are  now  in  New  York.  Their  natnes  are  mentioned  in  the 
inclosed  proclamations  &  Certificates'^  Indictments  &  Outlawry. 

It  is  my  Duty,  to  endeavour  that  the  laws  should  be  vindicated, 
&  protection  afforded  to  the  good  People  of  Pennsylvania,  by  a  mer- 
ited punishment  of  such  atrocious  &  dangerous  Criminals.    Since 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol  Xin.,  p.  687. 
5* 
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they  haT6  at  preaeiit  avoided  it  by  fli^hti  I  am  haj^,  that  yoa  it  is  . 
who  moBt  detenhine  whether  that  sig^  of  gfilt  shall  aerre  them 
instead  of  Innocence. 

Permit  me  then,  earnestly  to  desirSi  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
give  proper  oiders  for  seooring  those  of  the  offenders  who  are  within 
yonr  linesy  &  for  th^  Delivery  of  them  to  the  person  who  will  have 
she  Honor  of  presenting  this  Letter^  in  such  manner  that  they  may 
be  safely  brought  to  this  Oity. 

I  am  with  Sentimeata  of  very  sincere  Beq>eoty         .  . 
Sir^  yonr  Exeelleney's  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  Servant) 

JOHN  DICKfiJSON- 
Direciedf 
His  Excellency  General  Garleton. 


LsrsTBucnoKS  for  Oaptain  Eluah  Wsbb,  1783. 

To  you  Sir,  Council  have  committed  the  delivery  of  the  letters 
faMlosed.  That  to  Oovemi^r  livln^ton  is  expreasive  of  onSr  wishes 
that  the  State  of  .New  Jersey  may  render  aoob  assistances  to*  yon  ui 
the  farther  execution  of  this  business^  as  he  may  think  neoeasary. 
The  letter  to  General  Garleton  is  aooomnanied  by  such  proclamationa 
and  eertifioates  of  indictment  and  outiawrj  under  the  Seal  of  the 
State  as  will  determine  the  justice  of  our  request)  and  we  flattef 
ourselves  the  aquiescenee  of  the  QeneraL 

If  these  hopes  be  well  founded.  He  will  issue  an  order  for  the 
'  apprehension  of  ihe  several  personfl  mentioned  in  the  inclosed  list, 
and  probably  commit  some  part  of  the  management  to  you.  It  will 
therefore  be  proper  before  you  leave  this  City  to  possess  yourself  of 
as  correct  a  description  of  the  Men  as  possible  and  it  may  not  be  aniiss 
tipon  yonr  arrival  at  New  tuA  to  attach  yowself  to  some  one 
aoepiftinted  with  their  persons  and  places  of  aliode. 
•  We  need  scarcely  suggest  that  next  to  the  most  inviolable  seorecy 
the  conduct  of  this  business  will  require  the  utmost  di^Mteh. 

lam  Sir) 

Tour  most  obedient  humble  Servant) 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 


mnonxvAMU  Aficmvis  itm.        im 

Pass*  Dickinson  to  Gov.  Livingston,  1788. 

In  Ooanoil;  September  5<»,  1788. 

I  \Kn^  ihis  Dsj  ivrittes  to  Oenenl  C«lBtof^  to  Mtoert  tiii 
Delivenr  of  Boine  reiy  atrocious  ft  dangeroufl  offenders  sniiisi  the 
Iawb  of  this  State,  who  acoordiDg  to  Information  received  are  pon 
In  Nev  Toifk.  AH'.  Weede  wbo  will  haye  the  Hon^r  ^  DeliT«ring 
this  Iic^tter,  is  eharced  with  the  Dispatches  for  the  Genera^  4i^  is  ti 
jW^%  the  CrimWls  if  dfli?efed. 

As  it  msj  be  absohitely  naoessary,  in  ord^r  to  oondnpt  thsni 
safely  ^  this  City«  that  some  wistanoe  should  be  gifenr  by  your 
Slate  fip  this  oaoi#ioQ,  \  shaU,  an^  I  am  peasaaded  tbip  C«piBOi^ 
wealth  will  atiPD^y  feal  the  obli|^ioQ|  if  yon,  fiir,  vtfl  iNi  «aiaq4 
as  t^  give  the  prpp^r  orders  for  thjs  Pnrpos^. . 

It  may  also  pa  as  neoeasarjs  ^M  th^  QeDeral  shoidd  ba  ip£9r#a4 
fiiy^w  IimntioQ%  so  tbajt  the  Mewires  he  nay  be  disy^^ed  to  taljpf 
fnay  09ia^d«  with  them^  ft  lef^ve  no  <^poictnnity  to  the  ^fEend^oi  of 


Anv  eypannca  infiirre4  in  Conseqntnes  of  yowc  Qrdmi  wiU  b# 
^eer&^y  ft  gratefully  defrayed  by  tnis  3tate. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem; 

Sir,  yonr  BiLcellenqy's 

mat  dh^  ft  most  Hble  8ai«; 

JOHN  DIOKINSON. 
Direciedj  .        : 

HialjiPKieilenoy  QoTemor  Uvingston. 


Oath  of  Edward  Fox,  as  ComAissionbr,  1788. 

Bute  of  Pemiflyltania;  Sc*,   -  '  ^      ^ 

I  Bdward  ^oz  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  tmly  and  faithfnlly 
ezetote  ib^  Offlea  of  Gbmsussionec  far  adjusting  the  Aoednnia  of  ^the 
General  Hgspital  to  which  I  am  appointed,  and  the  Powers  in  me 
Tested  by  ba  Act,  entitled  *'  An  Act  for  the  Settlement  of  the  Pnb- 
Ho  Aooonntp  of  the  United  States/'  &c.^  withont  faTor,  affectiO&> 
bairred,  or  malioe,  according  to  the  best  of  my  Jtidgment  and 
abilities. 

EDWARD  FOX. 
8«  of  Sep.,  1788. 


IM  PBIINSTKTAjnA  ABCEDnnS  1788. 


.'  r  . 

COMMIBBIOMBBS  OF  PHILADELPHIA  TO   COUNCIL — OlD  JaIL, 

1788. 
To  His  Exoellenej  Jobn  DiokinBon  Esq.,  Prasidenty  and  iha 
HoDomble  the  SopnoM  ExMulive  Ooaaoii  of  tho  CoaJdomiealllt  of 
Pennsylfania. 
Qentlemen, 

'  W«  Bee  by  a  ptragraph  in  Coaoeila  Message  to  the  House  of 
AssemUj,  that  a  preferenoe  seems  to  be  given  t6  tbe  tppropriatioa 
of  the  Oroand  on  which  the  old  Gaol  and  work  House  stands  Ao.^ 
fat  an  Ezohange,  and  by  a  resohre  of  the  Honorable  Hbnse  of 
Assembly,  that  ft  committee  is  appointed  to  eonfer  with  your  Honop- 
^le  Board|  dn  that  badness ;  We  hope  it  is  tiot  meant  that  the 
appiopriation  ahonU  be  made  without  a  saffieient  eampensation  to 
this  City  and  County ;  the  Estate  in  question  wili  neat  at  leest  sill 
fcoMredPoun^  per  annum,  ezolufflye  of  the  Material  nOwonChe 
premises,  whieh  we  suppose  will  sell  for  one  thousand  Pounds. 
iliW  we  baye  some  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Sxeontiye 
Council  for  the  state  at  large  having  the  disponl  of  the  proper^ 
belonging  to  a  partioular  County,  except  in  extraordinary  cases/yet 
in  the  present  instance  had  Council  sufficient  leasure  from  the  other 
and  in  general  more  important  concerns  of  the  State,  we  could  haye 
no  doubt,  but  this  business  would  be  effected  Ailly,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  in  accomplishing  of  which 
this  Board  will  be  happy  to  afford  eyery  assistance  in  their  power. 

We  are  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedt  and  yery  humb.  Servants. 

GUNNING  BEDFORD, 
.    JOHN  BAKER, 
NATHAN  GIBSON. 
Phikda.  Sept.  15,  1783. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  &c. 


Gapt;  Pflitip  Shrawdkr  to  Prbs.  Diokihson,  178ft. 

Wyoming,  Septr.  17, 1783. 
;3ir, 

:  In  .obedience  to  your  Sxeellenoy's  Orders  I  haye  the  Bonor  to 
transmit  a  Return  of  the*  Companies,  arms  and  ammunition.  Your 
Excellency^  Letter  to  Mr.  Weitsel  I  haye  forwarded  to  Capt. 
Robinson  who  is  at  present  in  Northumberland  to  be  delivered  by 
him,  but  as  we  receiyed  no  supply  since  June  la^,  it  is  not  probable 
Mr.  Weitsel  can  haye  a  stock  on  Hand. 

I  would  beg  Leaye  to  inform  jour  Excellency  that  to  maintain 


fsinnKriiYAmA  abohiys^  ne? . 


m 


this  FoBly  I  havB  for  bettothaii  two  Hontbs  pMt  extettded  my 
Ciedit  fts&r  la.poenble  ia  poxohMUU^  Pn^Tiii^oas  for  the  Oarrison 
and  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  see  the  Troops  snpplied.  I  would  beg 
yonr  Excelienoy  and  the  Honble.  Board  would'be  pleased  to  order 
£800  to  be  forwarded  to  me  by  lieat  Erbj  w^om  the  utmost 
Neoesaity  oblige^  me  to  send. 

With  the  greatest  Bespeety 
I  hure  the  Honor  to  be  Sir,      . 
Yonr  Bx^eUeney's  Most  obedient, 

Jind  most,  humble  Senran^  .    . 

PHIL.  SHBAWDBB  Captn.  P.  B. 
Dtreded, 
His  Bxoellency  John  Biekinsoni  Esqr.,  President^  PhiliMlelphia. 


Betnrn  of  Captiltns  Bobinson  and  Shrawders  Companies  of  Penn- 
sylva^'Jtangers  stationed  at  Wyoming,  Septr.  17,  1783. 


Gapt'n  9oJl>inson's  Gomp'y  Kt  for  Duty, 

•  Sick, 

Capt'n  Schrawder's  Comp'y  Fit  for  Duty^ 

Sick,        I 

Total,  I 


b\  61  2  57 


One  Box  of  Cartridges, 
66  Uuskets. 


'I 

> 


PHIL.  SHBAWDBB,  Oaplii.  P.  B. 

RBSOmTION  01  CONGEBSS — INDIAN vATFAIRS,  1783, 
The  United  States  in  Cbngress  Assembled  September  20th,  1783. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  Committee  oour 
pisting  of  Mr.  Buane,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Mr, 
A-  Lee,  to  whom  were  referred  instructions  to  the  Delegates  of  Pei^> 
sylvania,  and  the  same  being  read  as  follows  : 

^^That  the  legislature  of  Pensylvania  be  informed  in  answer  to 
the  request  of  the  Delegates  of  that  State  in  consequence  of  In* 
ptructioQs  from  tlie  said  legislature  of  the  13'^  Instant 

That  Congress  have  no  objection  to  a  oox^erence  bein^  held  on 
behalf  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania  with  the  Indians  on  their  .borders, 
rr>«pnptin^  a  purchase  to  ^  made  by  &  at  the  expense  of  the  said 
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Btato,  of  hndu  wltlihi  tMe  litnftB  ChereOfT  pnmded  no  engft^eiqeDts 
relatiTd  to  peaoe  or  War  with  th^  iraid  Ipdiftis  bo  etttered  tnto  by 
the  said  State,  the  power  of  holding  trei|tie9  on  this  jnibjeet  being 
Tested  bj  the  Oonfe^eration  solely  in  the  tJnited  States  ip  Oongress 
Assembled,  ted  idso  provided  that  dtke  notiee  6f  such  meeting  be 
given  to  the  Exeeatives  of  Virginia  k  Kew  Torit  who  shall  hate  II 
in  their  option  to  send  Commisnpatts  lo  the  said  ooftfc'rence/'. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Oetty  secoaded  by  Mr.  Blleiy  that 
the  further  eonsideralSon  df  the  report  be  postponed  until  Thursday 
nezty  and  on  the  question  llsr  postponing,  the  yeas  k  nays  being  r»- 
quinad  by  Mr.  Qmy. 


Newhampshire. 
Massaohosetts. 


Rhode  Island. 
Gonneotiout 
New  York. 
New  Jersey* 

Penaylvania. 
Yirginia. 

North  Oaroliba. 


Mr.  Foster, 

Mr.  Oe»ry> 

Mx.  Holten, 

Mr.  Higgwsoui 

Mr,  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  8.  Huntington,  no. 

Mr.  B.  Huntingtotti  ay. 

Mr.  Duanoj  no. 

Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  ay. 

Mr.  Boudinot| 

Mr.  Clarke, 

MLr.  v/ondiet, 

Mr.  Rtanannons, 

Mr.  Montgomery,* 

Mr.  Jopesi 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Mercer, 

Mr.  Hawkins^ 

Mr.  Williaoiaim. 

Mr.  Bead, 


no. 
no. 

•7- 

a^ 

no. 

no. 

no. 

no.^ 

no. 

Ba 

lUK 


D* 


no 


no 


no 


no 


^X 


South  Carolina. 

So  the  qu^jstion  was  loet 
The  report  having  been  then  amended  so  as  to  read, 

'<  lliat  Congress  hi^Te  no  ohjeotion  to  a  eonfbreaee  bmg  held  on 
behalf  of  tiie  State  of  Pdsnsylyania  with  fthp  Indiana  on  their  ber> 
ders  for  the  sole  purpose  of  mjikinff  a  purchase  by  &  at  the  exponee 
of  the  said  State  of  lands  witUn  tne  limits  thereof;  provided  liiat 
due  notice  of  such  meeting  be  efven  to  the  Executives  of  Virginia 
ft  !f ew  York,  who  iftiall  have  it  in  their  option  to  send  Commis* 
sioners  to  the  said  CoQfieroQce." 

A  motion  was  madv  by  Mr.  Higgenson  seconded  by  Mr.  Horten, 
fiirther  to  amend  the  report  by  adding  after  the  word  "  thereof,'^  the 
following  words,  '^  after  terms  of  accomodation  shall  have  been 
agreed  on  between  the  United  States  k  those  Indians;"  and  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  this  amendment  the  yeas  &  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Gerry.  • 
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W 


Newbampahire 
Miuifmtrlrtiiwitii. 


Bhode  IdnBd.     . 

CoiUMOfeiMt 

NewYo^ 
Heir  J«iW7« 

PensjlfaafaL 
Yiqpiiik 

KoHh  ChioUna. 

South  Gavolina. 
So  the  qnetiion  was  lost. 


Mr.  FoeUiv 
Mr.  Ocfiy, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  HifgtnpoD^ 
Mr.  ElSiy, 
Mr.  Howell, 
M«.  B.  Hnvlingioai 
Mr.  B.  HmtiAgtofii 
.  Mr.  JhtMUdf 
Mr.  L'HoflNBodiiQy 
Mr.  bondiiMity 
Mr.  Olarke, 
Mr.  Condlot, 
Mn  Fiiuiaiiioiiiy 
Mr.  MoBtgoneryi 
Mr.  JonoB, 
Mr.  Madisoiiy 
Mr.  MevoBTy 
Mr.  HawkioBi 
Mr.  WiIIia«i80ii| 
Mr.  Bead, 


ay. 
V- 
•J- 

»y- 

aj- 

•y- 
•y- 
•y-) 

ay.^ 

BO. 

ao4 

BO, 
BO. 
BO. 


•J 


•y 
:*y 


QQ 


A  Bi^tsion  of  tlig  qoestioa  on  the  report  was  tben  called  for,  & 
on  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the  report  as  amended,  so  (ar  M  tb9  fvo- 
Tiso,  the  jean  and  nays  imng  repaired  by  Mr.  Fitasimmons. 


Newbampshira. 
Masacjinaatta. 


Rhod#  Island. 
Gonnoetiont 
New  JqA. 
New  •Teraay. 

Pensylvava. 

Maryland. 
Virginia. 

North  Carolina. 
Sonth  Carolina. 


Mr.  Foster. 

Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Higgenson, 

Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Howell, 

Mr.  S.  Huntington,  ay. 

Mr.  6.  Huntington,  ay.. 

Mr.  Duane,  ay. 

Mr.  L'Hommedien,  ajr. 


no. 


no. 


no. 


f 


Mr.  Boudinot, 
Mr.  Clarke, 
Mr.  Condict, 
Mr.  Fit2simmon% 
Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr.  Bead, 


ay- 
ay. 
ay. 
ay.l 

ay- 
no. 
ay. 

•y 


no 


ay 


ay 
X 

ay 


m 
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So  the  qaMlion  wiB  lost  a 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Dome  aeoonded  bj  Mr.  Ellorj, 
in  the  words  following : 

Whereas,  the  Dele(Ea(es  of  the  State  of  Pensjlvania,  have  laid 
before  Congress  a  resdntion  of  the  legislatore  of  PensylYanin  in  the 
words  following  :> 
rHere  the  resolntion  of  the  12th  September,  1788.,  is  inserted.)* 
And  the  said  JkhiaAM  hsTing  also  laid  before  Congress  an  in- 
stmction  from  the  said  legislatnre  in  the  words  following,  Yis : 
(Here  the  inslmotion,  same  date  with  resolution,  is  inserted.) 
Besolfed*  That  the  legislatnre  of  PensjlTania  be  informed-  in 
answeir  to  the  said  repressntation  that  as  soon  as  an  agreement  shall 
have  taken  place  for  the  eessation  of  hostilities  between  the  United 
States  &  the  Indians  engi^ed  on  the  side  of  the  British  in  the 
proseioation  of  the  war,  (&  which  measures  are  now  under  delibera- 
tion,) Conipess  will  chaeifoll j  oonsent  to  the  negooiation  proposed 
by  thfi  legiblature  for  the  purchase  of  the  Indian  Claim,  to  lands 
within  the  limits  of  that  State. 

On  the  question  to  ame  to  the  foregoing  motion  the  yeas  and 
nays  beiag  lequir^  by  Mr.  Doane. 


Newhampshire. 

Mr.  Foster, 

V' 

l^x 

Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Gerry, 

ay.:, 

Mr.  Hqlten,      . 

ay.Uy 

Mr.  Higgensott, 

•y.J 

'   Bbode  Island. 

Mr.  Ellery, 

•7' 

Mr.  Howell, 

«y- 

%y 

Conaectieut. 

Mr.  S.  Huntington, 

•y' 

Mr.  B.  Huntington 

»»7- 

ay 

Naw.Tork. 

Mr.  Duane, 

•y- 

Mr.  yHommedieu, 

*y- 

ay 

New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Boudinot, 

»J.^ 

»y 

Mr.  Clarke, 

V.| 

Mr.  Gondict, 

••y- 

Pensytvania. 

Mr.  Fitssimmons, 

no. 

Maryland. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Carroll; 

no. 

no. 

1^0 

*no 

Virginia. 

Mr.  Jones, 

no.' 

Mr.  Madison, 

no. 

\  •■• 

Mr.  Mercer, 

no. 

) 

Nojrth  Carolion. 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

•y- 

.D* 

Mr.  Williamson, 

no. 

South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Read, 

ay.  j:X 

So  the  question  was  lost. 

•     Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

GEO 

.  BOND. 

Dep 

^Sec^: 

*  Not  inserted  in  this  Copj. 


Jotfir  WraiftftL  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  17fi8. 

Bunburj,  Sept^  28*,  1783. 
Hay  it  please  jour  Excellenoj : 

Your  favor  of  the  5^  Ina^"^  did  not  oome  to  mky  hands  till  the  17^| 
at  which  time  I  had  no  provisioo  oa  hand;  however,  I  aetl  to  th^ 
bnaineaw  inmediatelji  and  shall  have  about  half  the  qnanti^  ready 
in  the  Coarse  of  Four  or  Five  days.  '  The  lest  I  will  eompleata  ill 
a  few  days  after. — I  thank  the  Hononrabte  Council  for  tha  prefenmee 
they  were  pleased  to  give  me,  and  they  may  rest  assufea  that  no 
pains  slydl  be  wanting,  to  compleat  the  business,  which  I  conceive  I 
shall  be  ^bjle  to  do  as  soon  as  any  other  person  whatsoiever. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

your  Bxoellenoy's  most  Obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

JN*  WBITZBIi. 
Directed f 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  Pennsylvania,  j^hiladelphia. 


Instbuoiions    fob  Wm.  Lbb  Sbbjbantb  and  John 
McClure,  1788. 

Instructions  far  W"  Lee  Serjeants  &  John: MeClnre. 

^  Ten  are  to  take  immidiate  ohar^  of  the  Tort,  buildings  &  pub- 
lick  property  now  remaining  at  the  rest  of  Molntoch  for  &  in  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  (Except  two  pieces  of  Iron  Cannon  & 
some  water  Casks,  the  property  of  the  United  States)  and  three 
thousand  acres  of  land  reserved  for  the  use  of  said  State :  when  the 
tract  is  Surveyed,  you  will  attend  &  make  yourselves  acquainted  with 
the  lines ;  in  &e  meso  time,  you  will  consider  it  extending  two  miles 
up  and  down  the  river,  and  two  miles  back ;  you  will  take  care  that  no 
waste  is*  committed,  or  Umber  cut  down  or  carried  off  the  premises, 
and  prohibit  buildings  to  be  made,  or  any  Persons  making  Settlements 
or  to  reside  thereon,  or  from  even  Hunting  Encampments,  nor  are  any 
more  families  to  be  permitted  than  your  own  to  live  in  the  Bamioks 
or  any  part  of  the  Tract  In  case  of  necessity  for  rebccupying  the 
poet  for  the  United  States,  you  are  to  give  up  the  Fort  to  the 
Orders  of  the  Commanding  Continental  Officer  at  this  place,  retain- 
ing pnly  such  part  of  the  buildiogs  as  may  be  necessary  for  you  to 
^  liveln^But  if  the  Troops  should  be  so  numerous  as  not  to  afford 
loom  for  yoo^^you  will  in  that  case  occupy  the  Buildings  without  the 

*  See  page  115. 


114         nmtcnsTAmA  AieimrBs  itbs^ 

Works,  or  build  for  yourseWeB  on  some  conTenient  place ;  but  jon 
will  on  no  ^Mount  wjb&tever  quit  the  place  withov^  o^ni  from  tbe 
ExecaUve  Codncil  of  Pennsjlvania  or  their  Agent  so  to  do-— Whoee 
duections  joa  will  hereafter.  Obey  in  all  matters  relatiTe  to  said  Poet 
&  tract  of  land.  In  ease  of  lawleaa  Violence,  or  persons  attempting 
to  settle  by  forcet^  or  presuming  to  destroy  a^y  thing  on  the  premi^esl^ 

Con  will  spply  to  IflAael  Hoofnagle,  Esqnre,  or  some  Other  justice 
y  tbe  peace  for  Westmbreland  Oonnty. 

Fdr  your  Qare  and  trouble  jn  performing  in  the  several  matter$ 
herdn  vequired,  you  may  put  in  Grain  ft  hbor  any  (juantity  of 
ground  not  eioeediag  one  hundred  acres,  apd  kebn  or  raise-fttock  to 
tbe  Bumbw  of  €lty  head  of  homed  Oattle  &  Eignt  Horses,  Ton 
^ill  govem  yourselves  by  these  instructions  until  the  pleasure  of  the 
Hon^^«  Gooneil  is  signified  to  you-r-and  you  will  give  up  peaoeaUe 
possession  to  them  or  their  Order  whenever  they  tbink.proper. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  Pitt,  Sept'  i2i%  1783, 

W-  IRVINE,  B.  Gen«. 
We  Mven^ly  engage  to  conform  to  the  foregoing  instructionB  to 
us  by  General  Irvine. 

H.  LlBBi 

Witness, 

John  Bosi. 


Dkpositioks  BESPECTiKa  Abbbst  ov  Joseph  Doan,  1783. 

Bedford,  25%  1788. 
This  Day,  I,  Mary  Hay,  Wife  of  TboDdas  Hay,  Under  Sheriff  and 
Gaoler  in  and  for  the  County  of  Bedford,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania! Do  ackoowledge  to  have  received  firam  Joseph  Wilaon,  of  th# 
State  of  Maryland,  tbe  Body  of  Joseph  Doan,  mentioned  in  the  Apt 
of  Assembly  entitled  ^'  An  Act  to  encourage  the  speedy  apprehending 
pind  bringing  to  Justice  divers  Bobbenr  Burglars  and  Fdoos^y  hi 
the  Gaol  of  the  County  a&reeaid,  agreeably  to  the  md  Act 
Certified  the  Day  &  Tear  afonsatd  by 

her 
MAHtxHAT, 

Mark. 
Wife  of  the  said  Tbomasi  Hay. 
Witnesses  present, 

Tho'  Bubd, 
James  Fbenoh. 

Bedford  County^  Ss. 
We,  the  Subscribers,  two  of  the  Jqstieoi  of  tbe  Peace  in  and  for 
the  County  of  Bedford  aforesaid,  Do  hereby  certify  to  all  whom  it 
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may  ooDoera,  i^t  We  were  ^eeent  end  imp  tbe  wbt^e  itbaiUi-iih. 
fteph  Wilj^a^tJi^.  !Qearer  ^ere^f,  Mi^er  ibe  fioMstid  Joseph  Dotal 
to  the  above  Dam^  Merj  H«j,  Wife  of  Ihe  Mil  Tbotato  Hey,  («2iO 
IS  Uo^er  Sheriff  aed  G«o^r  ia  a»d  for.  ^  Ooonty  aAmeeaidi  and 
now  abroad  upon  pnbljel^  QuisMiesa)  in  the  Goal  afoseeaid ;  at  wbieh 
l^me  he  eopfemdlff.iv  th|tt  jiii  Name  was  Joseph  Boan,  and  that 
he  la  Father  of  Aaron  D^an  \&  Mahlon  Doan^  mentioned  in  the 
aforesaid  Act  of  ^ipemblj. 

In  Testi^ongr  w^eriot  Wp  have  herennto  set  our  Hands  the  said 
twenty-fiftbuDay  of  September,  Anno  Domini,  1788. 

'       BARNARD  DOUGHERTY, 
DAVID  ESPY. 


RsSOLUtlONS   OF  ASSBMBLT — ^PUROHASB  07  IlTDUIT.  IiAKD^ 

1788- 

Thnpiday,  Septemi)^  25, 1783|  A.  U. 
State  of  PeoQi\ylvaniay 
In  Qe^eral  Assembly, 

.  The  eanmiliaB  t^pointed  September  12,  made  report,  whieh  wii 
nad,  and  on  motkon,  and  by  .special  onier,  the  Mme  waa  read  the 
aseond  tittO)  and  adopted,  w  foUows,  m : 

The  eeaMnitHee  appointed  la  digest  sneh  plana  as  they  mi^  eoa^ 
«BiYe  aeeoDoary  to  f soilstate  and  ^pedite  the  uying  eff  and  anrreyiag 
the  lands  appropriated  for  the  redemption  ef  th^  miiitarf  de^ceeiar 
tioi^  oertaficmtes,  h^  leave  affc^  the  fHllest  ipfprgiatien  and  eaifairy, 
to  report  the  folio wmg  resolution  for  the' cQnsiderfitian  of  the.bonatt 
Resdved  niwnimfwy, '£Fh|^t  the  supreme  execntive  oonnoil  he, 
and  they  are  hereby  aathorixed  and  empowered  to  appoint  Commis- 
sionera  to  hold  a  meeting  with  the  Indians  claiming  the  unpurohased 
territory  within  the  acknowledged  limits  of  th^  'State,  for  th^pofpos^ 
of  porchasing  the  same,  ajpreeable  to  ancient  naage,  and  that  all 
ezpences  accrfiing ,  from  the  said  meeting  and  purchase  be  deff^ye4 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  State  ^ 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 
PBTBR  2.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  Geoeral  Assembly.  . 
Directed^ 
The  Hon'ble  tb^  Supreme  Sxecutive  Oouncil. 


Dbpositioks  bbspecxikg  a&rbst  of  Mahlon  Boj^y  1788. 

Bedford  County  in  the  State  of  Peensylvania, 

I,  Mary  Hay,  Wife  of  Thomas  Hay,  Under  Sheriff  and  Keeper  of 
the  Qaol  in  and  for  the  Gpi^nty  of  Bedford  aforesaid,  Do  hereby 
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aoknowMgo  ibai  I  have  this  Bay  noeived  tlie  Body  of  MaUon 
Doaiiy*  in  the  Oaol  of  the  County  aforesaid  from  John  Solonuui 
IfUler,  who  deliv«red  the  eame  to  me  ajgreeably  to  the  Act  of  AsBem* 
bly  eialatled  *^  An  Aot  to  enoonnige  the  speedy  apprehending  and 
Mnginff  to  jnatioe  diten  Riobben  Bnrgkre  and  Fdons.''| 
OertifiBd  the  27*^  Day  of  September,  Amio  Domini;  1783. 

By  me 

her 
MABTM   HAY. 
mark     - 
Wife  of  the  aud  Thomas  Hay. 
Ts8T.  Samitel  MsABBLEN; 

SABfUEL  Skinner.  ^ 


Bedford  Cbimty  ae.. 

We  the  Slubflcriben  two  of  the  Joatioea  of  the  Peaee  in  and  for 
the  Coonty  of  Bedford  aforesaid  Do  hereby  certify  to  all  whom  it 
may  concern,  That  we  were  present  and  saw  the  al^ye  named  John 
Solomon  Miller  deliver  the  said  Mahlon  Doan  to  Mary  Hay  wife  of 
the  said  :Thomaa  Hay^  who  is  mnder  Sheriff  and  Qaobf  in  the  Ooon^ 
of  Bedford  aforesaid  ai^  now  abroad  upon  .the  Bnaness  of  faai 
Office,  in  the  GkiaLof  the  Coimty  aforesaid  agioeafale  to  tfae  Divsa^ 
lioBS  ef  the  said  Act  of  Assembly;  at  whieh  Time  he  OMfosaed  to 
us  that  Jiis Kame  was  Mahlon  Douii  and  Qai  to  JoaqphDoan maM* 
tkmed  in  the  said  Aet  ef  Asseynhly. . 

'    Orireh  under  our  Hands  at  Bedford  the  twen^  seyenth  Day  of 
September  Anno  Domini.  1788. 

BARNARD  DOUGHERTr. 

DAVID  BSPT. 

Bedford,  October  2»^,  1788. 

I  acknowledge  that  the  within  Named  Mahlon  Doan  was  Deliv- 
ered into  the  Goal  of  the  County  of  Bedford  whereof  I  am  Ooalor. 

THOMAS  HAY. 

The  within  Nan^e4  Mahlon  Doan  has  a  Blemish  on  one  of  his 
Eyes  and  a  sort  of  a  Scar  under  it,  has  black  hair,  thin  visaged. 
Slender  made,  down  lookiog  and  about  five  feet  seven  or  eight  inches 
high.   As  far  as  I  remember  the  above  is  Mahlon  Doans  deBcription. 

BARNARD  DOUGHERTY. 

PhUtf  %  December  17^  178S.      . 

*  The  Goaler's  receipts  and  Justices  Certificate  for  Mahlon  Doan  to 
John  S.  Miller,  December  17^  1788. 

*  See  page  110. 
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MoNTnLT  Pat  or  thb  Omoxits  ahb  Soloiebs  ot  ihb 
A.iiBaTq»K  Abkt,  1788i. 

Major  Qeneral;  166  Dollars.  Qaarter,  Master, 

Brigadier,  125,  [additional  pay.] 

Aids  da  Gunp,  50,  SnrgeoB, 

[inolading  their  pay  as  Offioers    Surgeon  Mates, 

in  the  Line,]  °  - — 

Brigade  Majors,  50, 

[ineittding  their  pay  as  Offioers 

in  the  Line,] 


Chaplain,  75, 

Colonel,  75, 

Lieut  Colonel,  60, 

Major,  50, 

Gaptun,  40, 

Lieutenants,  26} 

Ensigns,  20, 

Pay  master,  80, 

[additional  pay.] 
Adjutant) 
ridilitioBal  pay  J 
Q«arler  Mastec, 
[additietial  pay.] 
omrgson, 
NMe, 

Serjeant  Major, 
Qtaitaf  MastsrSeiik  1<^ 
Se^etnts,  », 

DtfuiaMi^&Fiftdo9, 
Drome  nod  Fififs^  7i 
Corporals,  7i 

PriTates,  6} 

Artillery. 

100  DL 


13, 

48, 
10, 


16, 

16, 

69, 

Seijean t  Major,  ^  ^yf  } 
Quarter  Master  Seqt.  11,^* 

Fife  Major,  10  »  8 

Drum  Major,  10  »  8 

Serjeant,  10, 

Bombardiers, .  9, 

Corporals,  9, 

Ounners,  8'* 

Drums  and  fifes,  8«o 

M#lrowes>  8»o 

GaTalry, 

Colonel,  93} 

Lieut,  Colonel,  75, 

Afajor,  s  60, 

CaptniqSy  My 

Lieutenant,  33} 

Comets,  26} 

Biding  MasCer,  33} 

Pay  master^  30, 

additionaL 

Adjutant,.  15^ 

additional.  . 

Quarter  Master,  15, 

additional. 

Surgeon, 

Surgeona  Male, 

Sadler, 

Trumpet  Major, 

Farriers, 

Quarter  Master  Seey.  15, 

Trumpeters,  10, 

Serjeants,  15, 

Corporak,  10» 

Dragoons,  8} 


42, 
10, 

11, 
10, 


Colonel, 

Lieut  Colonel,  75, 

Major,  63} 

Captains,  50, 

Captain  Ueutenant,  33} 
First  Lieutenant)  33} 
Seooud  Lieutenant^  BSi 
Paymaster,  80, 

[additional  pay.] 

Pay  of  the  artifioers  is  the  same  as  artillery. 

The  abore  is  the  established  pay  of  the  American  army. 

War  office,  Sept  27th,  1788.  JOS.  CABLTON,  Seey. 
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Bbturit  of  Naval  Officbrs,  1788, 

Paid  to  the  Commisnonen  for  the  defence' of  *)  ^oci\oA  tt  o 
the  river  Delaware.  J  435024,  6,  2, 

Paid  to  Mr.  David  Rittenhouse,  4482, 1,  2, 

do.  <<  Mr.  James  Smith,  2333, 9, 2, 


.    £41839,16,6. 
22d  of  Sept.  last. 
Indorsed^ 
Betom  from  Naval  Officers,  Septr.  30th  1783. 


Mess.  Doughbrtt  and  Espt  to  Prss.  Dickinson — thb 
DoANS,  1783. 

Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  yonr  Excellency  that  on  the  twenty  Mk 
Day  of  this  Instant  Septemher  a  certain  Joseph  Ddm  (the  elder) 
was  bronffht  to  the  Oaol  of  this  Oounty  by  one  Joseph  Wilbon  of 
Maryland  and  that  on  last  Saturday  Mahlon  Doan  Son  to  the  sd. 
Joseph  was  brought  by  John  Sallamon  Miller  of  this  Goanty  in  tifce 
manner  to  ptison. 

We  are  greatly  uneasy  on  account  of  these  prlionem,  beeatse  we 
apprehend  from  the  mahy  threatnings  thBOWn  out  in  the  lower 
Counties  there  may  be  an  attempt  made  on  the  prison  here  to  take 
them  out  and  therefore  pray  to  be  directed  aa  soon  «i  possible,  what's 
best  to  be  done. 

We  are  Sir, 
with  YBTf  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  Obedt.  Hbbl.  Servtki. 

BARNARD  DOUGHBRTT, 

DAVID  ESPr.* 
Directed, 

On  i^ublie  Service. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Saprem.q 
Bxeoutiye  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia.    .. 

Favored  by  Mr.  Wm.  Henry  Jones. 

Bedford,  September  29th,  1788. 

*  See  Ooi  9 
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Instructions  fkoh  bRia.  Gunbral  Irvhtb  to  James  Boggs, 

1783. 

Fort  Pitt,  Sept'r  80th,  1783. 

Ton  are  to  take  Charge  of  the  Tract  of  Land  opposite  Fort  Pitt 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the  State  of  Pennsvlyania,  and  not  suffer 
aay  waste  or  Distniotio&  to  be  clone  of  Timber,  or  Oat  or  Carried 
off  the  Premises  Bxeept  what  is  herein  mentioned.  You  will  on  no 
aeeonnt  allow  Roads  to  be  made  Throvgh  The  Traot,  or  landing 
Places  other  than  the  old  one  formerly  viS&i  by  the  Indian  Traders, 
A  lately  by  the  garrison-^yon  will  C^ntionsly  avoid  giving  offence 
to  the  6ommandant  at  tbie  Post,  and  if  any  trespasses  are  Commit- 
ted or  violence  need  yon  will  lodge  Begnlar  Complaint  to  Michael 
Hoolbagle  Esq.,  or  sonie  ether  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Westmore- 
land County. 

•You  hie  fbr  your  Trouble  &  Care,  allowed  to  Clear  Land  k  Raise. 
Otops  80  as  not  to  Exceed  one  Hundred  acres,  &  you  may  keep 
stoclr,  not  to  Exceed  Twenty  Homed  Cattle  ft  8ix  Horses,  you  are 
not  to  Permit  any  buildings  whatsoever  to  be  Erected,  Except  for 
the  nee  ft  Convetiienoe  of  your  own  Families,  you  may  however  alow 
the  TrooM  of  this  Garrison  to  Cut  ft  Garry  off  1&  wood,  if  the 
Commanaioff  officer  fioda  it  Expedient  to  take  from  them,  but  you 
must  Keep  ft  Render  an  ace*  to  Council  of  the  Quantity  so  taken«> 
you  will  also  hereafter  govern  yourself  bv  such  orders  or  InstmoUons 
as  you  may  Receive  From  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the 
state — and  you  will  Render  Peaceable  Possession  when  Required  by 
Him,  or  the  Lawfull  Asent  of  the  Honorable  tho  Council :  or  take 
Bosh  Lease  as  tliey  ahaU  think  Proper.  '  - 

I  engage  to  act  oonformaUy  to  the  above  iiiatructiOM  fi'om 
(General  bvine. 

JAMES  BOGGS.     . 
Witness,  Dayip  Ddnoan, 

N.  B. — Untill  the  Tract  is  surveyed  it  is  considered  to  extend 
tiro  Miles  down  the  Ohio  River  ft  two  miles  up  the  Aligany  ft  two 
mile^back.* 

Indanedf 

1788,  September  SOth.  Instructions  to  James  Boggsy  for  oeeu* 
pying  land  opposite  Fort  Pitt. 

♦  See  page,  109. 
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1783. 

At  a  G«Benl  AssemUj  of  the  Qovernor  and  GompaiiT  of  the  State 
of  Conneeticut,  holden  at  New  Hayea  on  theeeeond  Thursday  of 
Obtob'p],  1788. 

Whet eaa  tbia  State  faaa  the  undoubted  and  ezelusiTe  Bight  of 
Jnriadiotion  &  Pre-emption  to  all  the  Lands  lying  West  of  the 
Western  limits  of  the  Sta^  of  Pennirylvltniai  i  Btsi  of  tha  Wi^ 
sissipi  River,  and  eictending  thionghout  from  the  Latitude  41^  to 
Latitude  42""  2  north,  by  Tirtue  of  the  Charter  granted  by  Bang 
Ghsrles  the  seoond  to  the  fete  Colony  no#  State  el  Oonneotien^ 
faring  date  the  23«  day  of  April,  A-  D^  1632^  Whieh  Claim  and 
Title  to  make  knovn  for  the  infonnatioa  of  aU|  to  the  Bad  thafc 
they  may  conform  themselves  thereto. 

,  Besi^id^  That  His  Sxeellenoy  the  Odi^nMr  be  deaired^io  isine 
bis  PFoelamlitio%  deolaring  and  asserting  the  Bight  of  this  State* 
to  all  the  Landa  within  the  Limits  aforwnd  ft  strietly  forbidduu^ 
a)l  Persona  to  entef  or  settle  thereon,  without  apecial  Lidenee  &> 
Authority  first  obtained  from  the  Gkneral  Aasembly  of  this  Stale; 
A  true  Copy  of  Beoord, 

Ex*  by  George  Wyllis,  Btecr. 
A  True  Copy  of  a  Copy, 

£x«  By  Jno.  l^rumbull|  Gov* 


At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Qownbr  inA  Oempaay  of  tha  State 
of  Conneotioaty  holdta  at  New  Haven  on  the  2*  Thnnday  of 
October,  A.  D.,  1788. 

This  Assembly  being  informed,  since  the  Trial  had  in  December 
last  between  this  State  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  of  some 
Evidence  material  to  sud  Cause,  then  concealed  and  suppressed 
from  the  knowledge  of  this  State  or  its  agonts,  and  that  there  is  a 
probability  of  asacertaining  other  facta  on  which  to  ground  a  revision: 
of  said  Cau^. 

Besolved,  that  Eliphalet  Dyer,  William  Sam*  Johnson,  &  Jesse 
Boot,  Esquires,  heretofore  appointed,  be  &  they  are  hereby  continneA 
Agents  n>r  this  State  in  the  matter  aforesaid  &  ths*  they  pursue 
their  Enquiries  after  Evidence  ft  make  report  to  this  or 
future  Assembly. 

A  true  Copy  of  Beoord, 

£x«  by  Geo.  Wyllis,  Sec^ 
A  true  Copy  of  a  Copy, 

Ex*  by  Jno.  Trumbull,  Govt. 


At  a  GtoenI  Aflsembly  of  ibe  Gknrernor  and  Company  of  the  State 

of  Gonneetieot,  holden  at  New  Haven  on  the  seoond  Tfanndaj  of 

October,  A.  D.,  1783. 

On  the  Bq}ort  of  a  Oommittee  respeotiag  the  Tnhabitantl  aettled* 
under  the  Claim  of  this  State  West  of  Delaware  River,  accepted 
and  approved. 

Whereas  *  large  nnjnber  of  Inhabitants  West  of  Dokware  Biver, 
and  within  the  Charter  limits  of  this  State,  settled  there  nnder  the 
Claim  asd  Jvrisdiotion*  ot  the  said  State  having  first,  with  the 
approbaUon  of  the  Oeoenl  Assembly  thereof,  purchased  the  native 
right  of  soil  &  for  many  years  past  have  been  incorporated,  and  in 
the  exercise  of  Govemtnent  under  the  Laws  of  this  State.  And 
wteeaa  by  a  late  decree  of  Commissioners  appointed  for  settling  a 
dispute  rektive.t6  Jurisdiction  between  this  State  and  the  State  of 
Eennaylvaaia,  the  tract  of  Land  possessed  by  the  s'  settlers  is  unejt- 
peotedly  declared  to  be  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Latter :  smce 
whioh  the  said  settlers  a^  it  is  represented,  notwithstanding  their 
having  acquired  the  native  Jt  possessing  right  as  aforesaid,  and, 
corrol^rated  their  title  by  vast  Labor  ft  ezpence  in  reducing  the 
said  Lands  from  a  wilderness  state,  and  stood  as  a  Barrier  to  Penn- 
aylvasta  and  other  interior  settlements,  thro'  a  long  distresnng  war. 
in  wfaiefa  most  of  their  males,  capable  of  labor  or'deffence  have  been 
alain,  Cireumstauces  whioh  entitled  them  to  expect  as  well  from  the 
Justice  ss  clemency  of  that  great  and  opulent  Staite  the  fullest 
Protection  for  their  Persons,  &  to  be  forever  qniet  in  their  Posses- 
sions ;  and  for  whxA  they  lost  no  time  in  applying  to  its  legislature 
by  hi^imble  Petitions ;  yet  notwithstanding  to  their  great  astonish- 
ment and  distress,  they  find  themselves  left  to  the  mercy  of  men, 
who  claiming  under  the  Proprietory  Title  of- that  State,  are 
prosecuting  against  them  suits  of  Ejectment,  and  in  some  Cases 
entering  into  Uieir  Possessions  &  Labors  by  Force,  Wherenpon 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  it  will  in  their  opinioni  be 
expedient  for  the  said  settlers,  as  the  only  Remedy  left  them,  to 
apply  to  the  Hon'ble  the  Coogtess  of  the  United  States,  for  a  Court 
to-be  institu^d  to  try  their  right  pf  soil  and  possession,  parduan^  td 
the  9th  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation.  That  it  will  be  the  Duty 
of  this  State  to  countenance  and  patronize  them  in  such  application ; 
and  that  the  Deleeate&of  the  State,  that  shall  be  in  Congress,  be 
directed  to  give  them  all  necessary  aid  therein — And  that  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  be  desired  to  address  a  full  State  of  their 
Claims  ft  sufferings  to  Congress,  and  solicit  the  Protection  of  th* 
Hon'  Body,  in  their  Behalf,  untill  a  final  adjudication  of  the  s*^ 
Cause  shall  be  had. 

A  true  Copy  o^  Record 

Ex*  by  G.  Wyllis,  Sec^, 
A  true  Copy  of  a  Copy, 

Ex'  by  Jon.  Trumbull,  Oovr. 
Vol.  X.— 6 
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Memobial  of  Ephbaih  Douglass,  1783. 

To  ibe  Hononble  the  Sapreme  Exeoative  Goanoil  of  the  Gommon 
WealHi'  of  PennsylTania. 

The  Memorial  of  Ephraim  Douglass  hembl j  she'weCh, 

That  hayiog  to  bis  principles  made  an  early  saorifioe  of  his 
iDtesesti  he  entered  into,  and  continued  in  tJbe  serrice  of  bia  conntry 
till  tbe  loss  of  health  oonspiriog  with  other  misfortunes  obliged  him 
to  retire  at  a  time  when  his  return  to  civil  life  offered  him  no 
prospect  of  a  return  to  his  former  pursuits  in  it.  That  he  has  sHice 
earned  a  precarious  subsiatence  by  the  accidental  services  ho  has 
been  occasionally  employed  to  perform ;  but  being  now  altogether 
without  busiaess  and  strongly  desirous  of  obtaining  some  permanent 
independent  employment  he  looks  up  io  your  Honorable  Body  for 
the  accomplishment  of  that  desire  with  all  the  confidence  which  m 
knowledge  of  your  justice  and  readiness  in  rewarding  your  faithful- 
servants  can  inspire. 

'  That  your  Memorialist  having  heard  of  a  new  county  being  created 
from  a  part  of  Westmorelandi  oegs  leave  bumbly  to  offer  himself  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Prothonotary  in  the  County  of  JB^yette 
and  prays  your  acoeptanoe  of  his  services. 

Tour  Memorialist  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray, 

EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS.* 
Philadelphia,  2  October,  1783. 


PioWSALS    FOR    SUPPLTmO    THE  TrOOPS  WITH  PROVISION 

AT  Wyqming,  1783. 

Proposals  for  supplying  the  Troops  with  Provision  at  Wyoming  by 
Cspt.  Wm.  Wilson. 

for  1  lb  of  Bread  or  Flower,        8i 
1  lb  of  Beef  or}  16  Pork,      6 
1  Gill  Liquor,  &c.,  2} 

11 
♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XUT.,  p.  706. 
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Pninov  John  Rbtholds,  Oaolbr,  178S. 

Hifl  Exoelleiicy,  John  Dioblnsotii  Esqatre^  president  of  the  Slate  of 
Penn8jiTaoiar&  the  Sapreme  Executive  Cottncil. 

Whereas,  William  Tri  :ket  &  Samuel  Crandle  Received  Sentence 
on  Monday  Last,  to  stand  in  the  Pillory  one  hour  this  day  for 
Counterfeiting  Coppers  of  Base  Mettle;  &  Ann  Pembroke  Alao 
Receive  Sentence  on  Monday  last^  To  be  publickly  Whiped,  twenty- 
one  Lashes  for  a  Grand  Laceny  by  her  Committed,  this  punishment 
to  be  Inflicted  this  day,  as  the  Weather  is  so  bad  it  may  Indanger 
the  healths  of  the  Criminals  and  they  not  so  publickly  Exposed,  I 
therefore  pray  his  Excellency  and  the  Supreme  Executive  CouUoil 
would  be  pleased  to  remit  their  punishments  Untill  Saturday  Next 
I  am  with  Great  Respect  his  Excellency's  and  the  Supreme  Exocuf* 
tive  Councirs  Most  Obedient  &  Humble  Serv% 

JOHN  REYNOLDS, 
Gaoler. 
October  8*»,  1783. 


Council  to  Dougherty  &  Espy,  1788. 

In  Oouncil;  Philad%  October  9th;  1783. 
Gentlemen : 

Council  has  received  your  Letter  of  the  29th  of  last  Month.* 
The  Board  desires  that  the  SberiiT  of  Bedford  County  may  im- 
mediately convey  the  Prisoners  with  the  ntmost  Dispatch  &  all  pos- 
sible privacy  under  a  guard  of  six  or  seven  men  well  armed  to 
Lancaster  Gaol,  &  there  deliver  them  to  the  Sheriff  of  that  County, 
to  be  by  him  safely  kept.  The  State  will  pay  the  charges  of  re- 
moving them. 

In  passing  thro  Cumberland  County,  the  Sheriff  of  Bedford,  will 
if  it  is  convenient  obtain  the  authority,  &  if  necessary  the  assistanof 
of  the  Sheriff  of  Cumberland. 

Messieum  BARNARD  DOUGHERTY  and 
DAVID  ESPY,  Bedford. 


Kbport  on  Indian  aftairs,  1783. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled 

Wednesday,  October  15th,  1788. 
The  Committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Car- 
roll, Mr.  Hawkins  &  Mr.  A  Lee,  to  whom  were  referred  Sundry 

*  See  page  114. 
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letters  and  papers^  relative  to  Indian  affairs,  report  that  they  bave 
attentively  oontidered  the  eeferal  paj^ers  raftrrad  to  them  &  have 
conferred  thereon  with  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  their  report 
^iU  be  oonfined  to  Indian  affiirs  in  ibe  Northeiln  &  Middle  depait^ 
ments,  as  they  are  defined  by  the  Aote  of  Congress  of  the  l£th  of 
July,  1775,  and  to  the  settlement  of  the  Western  Country ;  ihe 
sabjects  being  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  inseparably  con- 
nected, and  rae  committee  not  being  possessed  of  materials  wbioii 
enable  them  to  extend  their  vievs  to  the  southern  district,  that  it  is 
represented,  and  the  committee  believe  with  truth,  that  although 
the  hostile  Tribes  of  Indians  in  the  Northern  &  Middle  departments 
•erionsly  disposed  to  a  pacification,  yet  they  are  not  in  a  temper  to 
reKnqnish  their  territorial  claims  without  further  struggles.  That 
if  an  Indian  war  should  be  re-kindled,  repeated  victories  might  pror 
dnce  the  retreat  of  the  Indians,  but  could  not  prevent  them  from 
regaining  possession  of  some  part  of  the  distant  and  extensive 
territories,  which  appertain  to  the  United  States,  that  while  such 
temporary  ezpnkions  eould  only  be  effected  at  a  great  charge,  they 
could  not  be  improved  to  the  smallest  advantage,  but  by  maintain- 
ing numerous  garrisons  and  an  extensive  peace  establishment ;  That 
even  if  all  the  Northern  &  Western  Tribes  of  Indians  Inhabiting 
the  territories  of  the  United  States,  could  be  totally  expelled,  the 
|K>licy  of  reducing  them  to  such  an  extremity  is  deemed  to  be  ques- 
tionable, for  in  Bueh  an  event,  it  is  obvious  that  they  would  find  a 
welcome  reception  from  the  British  Government  in  Canada  whiob  by 
ao  great  an  accession  of  strength  would  become  formidable  in  case 
of  any  future  rupture,  &  in  peace  by  keeping  alive  the  resentment 
of  the  Indians  for  loss  of  their  country,  would  secure  to  its  own 
subjects  the  entire  benefit  of  the  Fur-Trade. 

That  although  motives  of  policy  as  well  as  clemency  ought  to 
Incline  Congress  to  listen  to  the  prayers  of  the  hostile  Indians  for 
peace  yet  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  just  &  necessary  that 

*  These  are  enamerated  in  a  printed  sheet  and  a  portion  of  the  foregoingg 
Ihe  introdaetory  paragraph  being  as  foTIows,  to  wit :  The  committee,  copaiat- 
ing  of  Mr.  Dnane,  Mr.  Peters,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr.  Hawkins  and  Mr.  Lee,  to 
whom  wvre  refeired  a  report  on  Indian  aflfairs,  read  in  Congress  on  the  2l8t 
of  April  last ;  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  one  of  the  commissioners  of 
Indian  affairs  for  the  northern  district  dated  the  11th  of  Augoat  last,  with 
meaaages  to  and  from  certain  hostile  Indians  on  the  8ul:iiect  of  peace ;  a  let- 
ter dated  the  same  day,  from  Ebenezer  Allen,  employed  to  assist  Mr.  Bull,  a 
messenger  sent  by  the  board  of  war  by  order  of  Congress,  to  announce  the 
cessation  of  hostilities  to  ihe  Indians  in  the  western  country ;  a  report  from 
the  board  of  war,  dated  the  19th  of  August,  accompanying  i^narratiTC  «f 
Ephraim  Donglaas,  another  messenger  to  the  Indian  tribes  with  sundry 
•nclosuns ;  a  letter  from  the  oomaajodier  in  chief,  with  instructions  accom- 
panying the  same ;  extract  of  jt  letter  to  the  commander  in  ohief  ftom 
general  Haldiman,  commanding  for  his  Britannic  majesty  !n  Canada,  dated 
the  17th  of  August;  a  letter  fh>m  the  oommander  in  chief,  dated  the  26th 
of  August,  and  its  enclosures,  and  a  letter  from  brigadier  general  Irwine, 
dated  the  8d  of  September  inalant. 


PBErNSTLVANIA  ABGHIVBS  1T88.  HI 

Imes  of  property  afaoald  be  nMertetned  and^MUblish^d  between  the 
Vaited  Stetoe  usd  theiDj  wbitfh  will  be  eonveniettt  to  the  reepeotive 
tribes  &  commensurate  to  the  public  wants^  beeanse  the  faith  of  the^ 
United  Stetee  stands  pledged  to  grant  portions  of  the  uncultivated 
knds  as  m  bounty  to  their  army,  k  in  reward  of  their  courage  and 
fidelity :  &  the-  publiok  financee  do  not  admit  of  any  considerable 
expenditure  to  extinguish  the  Indian  Claims  upon  such  lands :  be^ 
eausc:  it  is  become  necessary  by  the  increase  of  domestic  population 
&  emigrations  from  abroad,  to  make  Speedy  proyision  for  extending 
the  settlement  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States;  ft  because^ 
Che  public  Creditors  have  been  led  to  believe,  ft  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect thait  those  territories  will  be  speedily  improved  into  a  fund 
towmrds  the  seoarity  ft  payment  of  the  nattonal  debt;  nor  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  Committee  can  the  Indians  themselTes  have  any 
nasonable  objeetaon  agnnet  the  establishment  recommended.  They 
were  aa  some  of  them  acknowledge,  aggressorsin  the  war,  wiUhout 
even  a  pretence  of  provoeation,  they  viok^  the  convention  neutrality 
made  with  Congress  in  Albany,  1775;  ft  in  ntum  fbr  preferred  pro* 
teotion  and  liberal  snppUes;  ft  to  the  utter  ruin  and  impoverishment 
of  thousands  of  Families  they  wantonly  desolated  our  .villages  and 
Kttlements,  and  destroyed  our  Oitisens.  To  stop  the  progress  of 
their  ontnges,  the  was,  at  a  vast  expence  to  the  United  States,  wae 
earned  into  their  own  oonntsy,  which  they  abandoned,  weavine  then 
the  right  of  conquest,  and  the  various  prseedants  which  mignt  be 
quoted  in  similar  ihstanOes,  a^bave  recollection  of  the  facte  is  suffi- 
cient to  manifest  the  oUigation  they  are  under  to  make  atonement 
for  the  enormities  which  tbey  have  perpetvuted,  ft  a  reasonable  com* 
pensatioB  for  the  expence^  wbich  the  United  States  have  incurred 
.  by  their  wanton  barbarity,  ft  they  possess  no  other  means  to  do  this 
act  of  justice  than  by  a  oomplianee  with  the  proposed  boundaries ; 
the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  in  the  negooiation  which  they  re- 
commend; care  ought  to  be  taken  neither  to  yield  nor  require  too* 
much,  to  accommodate  the  Indians  as  far  as  the  publie  good  will 
admit,  and  if  they  should  appear  dissatisfled  at  the  lines,  which  may 
be  found  necessary  to  establish  rather  to  give  them  some  compensa* 
tion  for  their  Claims,  than  to  hazard  a  war,  which  will  be  much  more 
expensive;  but  it  is  supposed,  that  when  they  dhall  be  informed  ot 
the  estimates  of  the  damages  whteh  our  Citiiens  have  sustained  by 
their  irmptians,  ft  of  the  expenses  whi(4i  the  United  States  have 
inenned  to  check  their  career,  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  mipprese 
any  extravagant  demands/'     Whereupon, 

Besolved,  that,  ai  convention  be  held  with  the  Indians  residing'  in 
the  Nonhem  and  Middle  departments,  who  have  taken  up  ame 
against  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  them  into 
the  favour  ft  protection  of  the  United  States  and  of  establish  boun- 
dary lines  of  property  for  seperacittg  ft  dividing  the  setttements  of 
the  Cidaens  front  the  Indian  ViUages  and  hunting  grounds ;  ft  here-  * 
by  extinguishing  as  £tt  aa.  pooUde  aU^  ocoasion-fof  Aiture  Anintoai* 
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ti60|  duK|iiiet  &  ooni^BlioQ ;  .ihat  fimt^  A  as  a  praiiiBiniirf^  it  sball  be 
Inquired  thai  all  fcbe  priaoaera  of  whaleTor  aga  or  aex  amoogi  thsio 
Indiaos  shall  be  delivered  up. 

Seoondly,  that  the  ladiaas  /be  informed  that  aUter  a  eoateat  of 
dght  years  for  the  SoTereignitj  of  this  Goaatry.  Qieat  BritiaQ  hag 
lelioqaiahed  to  the  Uaited  States  all  obim  to  the  Oeaotry  within 
the  limits  desoribed  by  the  seoood  article  of  the  provisional  tnatj 
between  the  United  States  &  the  King  of  Great  Britiaa  on  the- 
thirteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1782,  that  is  to  say,  from 
the  north-west  angle  of  Neva  Scotia,  &ca. 

Thirdly,  that  as  the  Indians  ncttwifehstanding  a  solemn  treaty  of 
neutrality  with  Congress  at  the  commeneement  of  the  war,  iKotwith- 
standing  all  the  adviee  ^nd  admonition  given  them  dnring4ts  prose* 
ontioii  oonld  not  be  restrained  from  sets  of  hostility  &  wanton 
devastation,  bi^t  were  determined  to  join  their,  arms  to  those  of 
Qreat  Britain,'^  to.  share  their  fortunes,  so  oonaeqiiently  with  a  less 
generous  people  than  Americans,  they  might  be  compelled  to  retire 
beyond  the  Lakee^  but  as  we  prefer  clemency  to  rigor,  as  we*  pnr« 
suade  ourselves  that  their  Eyes  are  open  to  their  error  A  that  they 
have  found  by  fatal  experience  that  their  true  intwest  &  safety  depend 
upon  our  friendship;  as  the  country  is  large  enough  to.^ontain  & 
support  us  all,  &  as  we  are  disposed  to  be  kind  to  them,  to  supply 
their  wants  and  partake  of  their  trade ;  we  from  these  considerations 
&  from  motives  of  compassion  draw  a  veil  over  what  is  passed,  and 
will  establish  a  boundary  line  between  them  and  us,  beyond  which 
we  will  restrain  our  Citiaens  from  hunting  and  setting  &  within 
which  tbfi  Indians  shall  not  come,  but  for  the  purposes  of  trading, 
treating  or  other  business  equally  unexceptionable.  Fourthly,  that* 
the  following  lines  shall  be  proposed  to  be  mutually  agreed  npon  A 
established  between  the  United  States  and  the  several  tribes  of 
Indians  who  shall  be  efiected  thereby^  Beginning  at  the  mouth 
of  the  great  Miami  River,  which  empties  into  the  Ohio,  thence 
along  the  said  Biver  Miamis  to  its  confluence  with  the  Mad  River, 
thence  by  a  direct  line  to  the  Miamis  Fort  at  the  Village  of  that 
name  on  the  other  Miamis  River,  which  empties  4nto  Lake  Erie, 
thence  along  the  last  mentioned  river  to  Lake  Erie,  comprehending 
all  the  lands  between  the  above  mentioned  lines,  &  the  State  cS 
Pennsylvania  on  the  £ast^  Lake  Erie  on  the  ^orth,  and  the  river 
Ohio  on  the  Soulh«Bast.  Fifthly,  that  the  commissionevB  for  the 
Northern  &  middle  d^artments,  or  such  other  persons  as  may  bo 
appointed  by  Congress,  unite  t<^ther  in  holding  one  eonvention 
with  the  Indians  inhabiting  Ihe  dbtricts  aforesaid  &  their  Allies  & 
dependants  for  the  purposes  aforesa^  &  only  yield  to  separate  con- 
ventions in  case  of  inevitable  necessity.  Sixthly,  and  whereas  the 
Oneidas  and  Tusqarora  tribes  have  adhered  to  the  cause  of  America  and 
joined  her  arms  in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  &  Congress  had  fre* 
quentiy  assured  them  of  peculiar  marks  of  favour  &  friendship,  the  ' 
said  oommismoeni  nro  therefore  itutaieted  to  M-aasnzn  the  said 
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tdbes  of  the  friendsSiip  of  the  Uoited  States,  that  tEey  may  relf 
that  the  lands  which  they  olaim  aa  their  iaheritanee  will  he  reserved 
lor  their  sole  use  and  benefit  aotil  they  may  think  it  for  their  own 
advantage  to  dispoae  of  the  same.  Seventhly,  that  the  said  oom* 
■kissioners  ^,  and  they  are  hereby  instraoted  to  obtain  a  partiotflar 
aooonnt  of  the  French  Inhabitants  at*  Detroit,  Illinois  and  other 
Tillages  within  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  &  that  they  giv# 
assnranoes  in  the  name  of  the  United  Skates,  to  those  Inhabitants 
who  shall  profess  their  allegeande  to  the  United  States  that  they 
-  dhall  be  protected  in  the  fall  enjoyments  of  their  liberty,  ib  their 
jnst  &  lawfall  property.  Bightly,  that  the  said  Oommissionera  be,  A 
they  an  hereby  instmoted  not  to  admit  into  m  treaty  with  the  said 
Indians  or  suffer  to  be  in  any  manner  connected  with  it  any  article 
stipnlaftion  or  condition  whatsoever  making  or  conforming  or  tend« 
log  to  SMke  or  confirm  to  any  individual  or  individuals  any  Grant 
or  Orants  of  land  whether  real  or  pretended  within  the  beiind»-of 
the  United  States  as  before  described. 

Ninthly,. tfaait  the  said  Gomssissioners  be,  b  they  are  hereby  also 
instnuted  to  obtain  Information  of  the  numbers  &  place  of  rest'' 
denoe  of  the  Gitisens  of.  the  Uoited  States,  who  have  seated  them- 
aehres  on  the  North-west  side  of  the  Ohio ;  to  signify  to  them  the 
displaaaure  of  Gongress^  that  they  have  taken  this  step  with  which 
the  public  Interest  and  repose  are  so  intimately  connected  without 
permissiou  or  authority,  and  to  discourage  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  all  intmsion^iiito  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
witMa  their  respective  departments.   - 

And,  whereas  the  trade  with  the  Indians  ought  to  be  regulated  & 
security  be  given  by  the  trader  £»r  the  panctoal  observance  of  each 
regulations,  so  that  violence,  fraud  and  injustice  towards  the  Indiana 
may  be  guarded  against  &  prevented,  &  the  honor  of  the  federal 
government  &  the  public  tranquility  thereby  promoted.  Resolved, 
Uiat  a  committee  oe  a|>pointed,  with  instructions  to  prepare  ajid 
report  an  Ordioanoe  for  regalatinjor  the  Indian  Trade,  with  a  clausa 
therein,  Strictly  prohibiting  all  Civil  &  Military  Officers,  particu- 
larly all  Commissioners  &  Agents  for  Indian  affairs,  from  trading 
with  the  Indians  or  purchasing  or  being  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
cerned in  purchasing  lands  from  the  Indians,  except  only  by  the  ex- 
press licence  &  authority  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  Assem- 
bled. 

The  Members  chosen  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Carroll  k  Mr.  Montgomery. 
Resolved,  that  the  preceeding  measures  of  Congress  relative  to 
Indian  affairs,  shall  not  he  construed  to  affect  the  territorial  claims  of 
any  of  the  States,  or  their  legislative  rights  within  their  respective 
limits. 

The  committee  in  their  report  observe  further  that  they  do  not 
Offer  the  measures  which  they  hare  suggested  as  a  sufficient  security 
asainst  the  increase  of  feeble,  disorderly  &  dispersed  settlements  in 
those  remote  &  wide-extended  territories;  against  the  depravity  of 
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Biliiiiieni^  whioh  they  have  a  lendenoy  to  prodtaee ;  ihe  endleai  pev- 
plexitiea  in  which  thej  maBt  invdve  the  adminiatralion  of  the  ti&m 
of  the  Utttted  States^  or  aflainst  the  caiamitieB  of  frequent  and 
destraotiTe  wan  with  the  Indiana^  which  reoiprocal  aaioHMitiea 
wuBBtrained  bj  the  inierpoeitioii  of  legal  authority  moat  Baftnrally 
excite,  &  that  in  their  opinion,  nothing  can  avert  Uioae  oompUeafted 
b  impendintf  nuBohiefiii  or  aecare  to  the  United  St&tea  the  jnat  and 
important  aarantagee  whioh  they  ought  to  derive  from  those  territo* 
ries ;  bat  the  speedy  establiahment  of  Government  ft  the  regnlav 
adminiatration  of  joatioe  in  sneh  dietriet  thereof  aa  shall  be  judged  « 
most  convenient  for  immediate  Settlement  &  Cultivation. 

Wheienpon  Besolved,  Uiat  it  will  be  wise  and  neoessary  as  aooo 
aa  eireumatances  shall  permit,  to  ereet  a  district  of  the  western 
territory  into  a  district  Government  aa  well  for  doing  jnstiee  to 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  who  are  entitled  to  lands  aa  a 
bonaty  or  in  reward  of  tlieir  servieea,  as  for  the  aooommodBtion  of 
anoh  as  may  incline  to  become  .parehaaera  and  inhabitants,  A  in  the 
interim  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  a  planeooaialent 
with  the  principles  of  the  Confederation  for  connecting  with  the 
Union  by  a  temporary  Govemm^.  The  pnrBhaaers  &  inhabitanta  of 
the  said  district  nntiU  their  number  &  circumatancea  shall  entitb 
them  to  fosma  permanent  constitution  for  themselves  k  aa  Citiiens 
of  a  free  sovereien  &  independent  State  to  be  admitted  to  a  repra- 
sentation  in  the  Union  provided  dways  that  aneh  constitution  ahalt 
not  bo  inoompatable  with  the  republican  principles,  which  ace  the 
basis  of  the  constitutions  of  the  respective  States  in  the  Union«— «^ 
Ihe  Members  Chosen, 

Mr.  PaaBei  Mr.  Madison  &  Mr.  S.  Huntington. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled 

Thursday,  October  80th,  1788. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  application  of  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  relative  to  a  treaty  of  the  purchase  of  the  Indian; 
Claim  to  lands  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  State,  proceeded  from 
a  respectful  attachment  to  the  foederal  Government,  &  a  desire  to. 
guard  against  prejudices,  which  might  arise  from  the  interference  of 
their  own  particular  views  with  the  authority  of  the  United  States; 
that  the  public  interest  might  have  been  deeply  affected  by  ne- 
gotiation for  such  purchase,  independent  of  &  unconnected  with  the 
General  treaty,  to  be  holden  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

Besolved,  that  the  commissioners  for  bolJing  the  convention  with  ' 
the  Indians  under  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  instant, 
give  notice  to  the  Supreme  executive  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
of  the  time  &  place  of  holding  such  treaty  to  the  end  that  the  per- 
sons to  be  appointed  by  that  State  for  purchasing  lands  within  the 
limits  thereof,  at  the  expence  of  the  said  state,  may  attend  for  the 
Sole  purpose  of  making  such  purchase  at  the  time  &  plaoe  appointed 
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Sr  kddhg  ibe  md  (itatj,  &  tha  G^mmtfriooen  on  the  h^I  of  the 
oited  States,  are  iDstruoted  to  give  every  lusistanoe  iq  their  power 
to  the  commiaaiooerB  who  maj  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Pennayl- 
^anv^  towarda  promoting  the  intereat  of  that  State  aa  far  as  the. 
flame  raaj  oonaiat  with  the  (reneral  intereat  of  the  Union. 

Indorsed^ — 1783,  rec*  January  24th^  Report  of  a  Committee 
of  CoDgreas  of  the  25th  September,  1783,  digest^  into  a  Keaoln^ 
tion  ft  Tranamitted  to  the  Qen.  Assembly  on  the  29th  of  Jan. 
J.  A.  Read  1  time  Jan^  29,  1784. 

MiCHABL  HUFFNAOLK  TO  MaJ.  JoHN  ArIISTEOKO,   1788. 

Pittsburg,  September  25th,  1788 
Dear  Sir, 

Incloeed  I  send  you  Col.  Coxe's  answer  to  the  Questions  I  put  to 
biffi,  whioh  you'll  please  to  oommunioate  to  Gonnoil,  from  thennawer* 
of  Mr.  Campbell  and  Col.  Cos  they  both  mention  that  they  look  upon 
me  aa  an  interested  person.  (I  shall  always  think  myself  happy 
and  shall  always  be  ready  to  comply  with  any  reqoeat  that  Council 
may  demand  of  me  Consistent  with  my  duty)  for  whioh  reason  I 
eould  wish  that  some  other  person  might  be  mentioned,  although 
at  the  same  time  if  Council  think  proper  that  I  should  finish  tho 
Business,  I  shall  with  pleasure  do  it. 
1  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  most  obt.  Hbble.  Servt. 

MICH.  HUEFNAOLE. 
Major  John  Armstrong. 

I  would  mention  that  if  I  did  not  before  that  what  Cos  was 
Indicted  for  was  for  acting  after  the  agreement. 

M.  N» 
Z>£^'«:/«<Z,— Major  John  Armstrong, 

Qabribl  Cox  to  Michael  IIcffnaglB)  1788* 

Sir, 

I  am  not  so  much  of  a  Lawyer  aa  tc  be  able  perfectly  to  comprehend 
the  drift  or  meaning  of  the  several  Questions  you  were  pleased  to  put 
to  me,  in  your  fiivour  without  date,  but  if  I  was  to  siye  my  opinion^ 
would  dedare  they  seem  rather  calculated  to  perplex  rather  thaa 
inveatigate  the  matter.  I  heartily  and  sincerely  wish  the  EzecutiTe 
Council  to  be  truly  informed  of  every  thing  relative  to  the  prosor 
cntions,  or  what  might  be  now  properly  called  persecutions  against 
me  in  this  County  for  executing  my  duty  as  an  officer  of  Virginia 
&  shall  be  very  ready  to  answer  thetn  or  any  person  disinterested, 
every  Question  that  oan  lead  to  information  on  the  subject,  you  or 
any  person  can  by  recurrring  to  the  ClerPs  offices  of  Washington 
County  have,  if  you  choose  to  be  at  the  ^zpenoe,  Copies  of  all  the 
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ndor^B  ttefe,  my  eosts  already  iiave  been  ao  cbnaidcmilile^  I  wisb  lo 
have  Ho  mote.  ' 

If  jou  obooBo  to  report  this  aaswer  of  mine  to  tbe  Execntite 
Ooanoil  of  Penn.  by  wbose'orders  yon  aay  you  act  you  will  be  pleased 
to  oommunieate  it  eiitire^  and  bope  tbey  will  be  pleased  to  aooept  df 
it  ae  Stiffioieat  apoligy  for  my  not  being  more  |tart$pular  at  tbia  time 
andamj 

Bit,  your  most  Obdt.  Hble.  Servt. 

OABfiI£L  OOX. 
Directed^    Micbael  Huflfhagle,  Ewpr.,  Pittsburg. 


DbLEGATES  in    COKGRBSS    to  AsSElfBLT,  1788. 

Princeton,  Sept.  25tb,  1783. 
Sir, 

We  bare  tbe  Honor  to  transmit  tbe  Proceedings  of  Congress  on' 
tbe  Subject  of  tbe  Instructions  of  tbe  Honble.  House  relative  to  tbe 

Sroposed  Pnrcbase  of  the  Indians  inhabitiog  or  claiming  Part  of  the 
'erritory  of  Pennsylvania.  By  tbose  Proeeeding  the  House  will 
perceive  the  obstacles  to  a  Oompltanee  with  tberr  Wishes.  Tbe 
tlommittee  on  Indian  Afi^irs  have  made  a  Report  which  is  now  before 
Congress  &  this  Day  is  appointed  for  its  Disoassioo.  The  Prinoipals 
of  that  Report  militate  against  tbe  Ideas  of  the  House  with  Respect 
to  the  proposed  Purchase.  It  is  intended  to  insist  as  Part  of  the 
Forms  of  Peace  that  the  Savages  shall  without  Compensation 
abandon  Part  of  their  Country  to  the  United  States  wbo^claim  it  by 
Conquest  &  as  a  Retribution  for  the  Ezpence  &  Damages  incurred 
by  the  hostile  k  cruel  Conduct  of  the  Savages  contrary  to  the 
Advice  &  Injunctions  of  the  United  States.  A  Bonndary  Line  ttf 
proposed  to  be  establbhed  between  the  Indians  &  the  Citizens  of 
these  States  ft  it  was  believed  that  if  any  particular'  State  made  a 
Purchase  it  would  obstruct  the  general  Measures,  as  the  Indians 
would  dot  a|;re0  to  the  DereCction  of  any  Part  of  their  Country  as 
a  Compensation  for  the  Ezpences  &  Ravages  occasioned  by  the  War 
when  thev  find  that  tho'  the  general  Council  refuse  it  they  can 
Obtain 'JAbney  ibr  it  from  the  Individual  States.  Whether  these 
Principles  be  just  or  the  Policy  adviscable  we  do  not  pretend  to 
determine.  We  held  it  our  Doty  to  state  the  Impediment  preventing 
Congress  from  agreeing  to  the  Propositions  of  the  States  &  leave  the 
Honble.  House  to  determine  as  they  in  their  Wisd6m  shall  think 
proper. 

We  have  tbe  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect  your  very  obedt.  Servants, 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY, 
RICHARD  PETERS. 
Pirectedf    On  public  Service, 

Honble.  P.  A«  Muhlenberg  Speaker  of  tbe  Honble  House  of 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


ttmgihVAmiL  iOuaiivBB  im.        n* 


TLnctLVvtma  Iii8TK0CTioir»  foe  Majob  Moorx^  178&. 

BeonutingloAtraction  &r  Major  Mopre,  1783, 

In  Council  Philadelphia,  September  dMi^  178a.    ' 
Sir,  . 

Agreeably  to  our  Commnnioatioiis  of  yesterday,  yon  will  proceed' 
immediately  to  inKdt  and  embody  two  Companies  of  Infantry  eon* 
BistiDg  of  one  Serjeant  Major,  one  Quarter  Master  Seijeant,  eight 
Serjeants,  eight  Corporals,  Two  Drummers,  Two  Fifers,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  six  privates. 

In  performing  this  serrice  you  will  please  to  conform  strictly  to 
the  following  rules. 

Firsi,  To  guard  against  tmpeeition^-every  Beerait^  before  hia 
attestation  be  signed  is  to  be  carfully  examined,  least  he  should 
haye  a  rupture,  fits  or  some  other  disease  which  may  render  him 
incapable  of  performing  the  more  active  duties  of  the  Soldier.  All 
such  are  to  be  absolutely  rejected,  and  those  of  the  best  Character, 
both  a«  Soldiers  and  Men  to  be  aeleQte4. 

^  3pcQndly,  When  an  unexceptiqnable  Recruit  shall  be  engaged,, 
you  are  to  take  or  send  him  to  aoma  Justice  of  the  Peace  who, 
nnding  him  to  b€  sober,  and  having  read  tohipi  the  f(ym  of  the, 
iulistment  receipt  and  attestation  is  to  cause  such  Recruit  to  sign 
fhe  said  iDlistment  and  receipt  and.  then  to  administer  to  him  the 
oath  herewith  inclosed ;  duplicates  of  which  attestation  inlistment 
and  receipt,  the  Justice  shall  witness.  Of  these  one  copy  is  to  be- 
transmitted  to  this  Board ;  The  other  you  will  retain  in  your  own 
hiidds. 

Thirdly,  The  inclosed  form  of  Enlistment  receipt  and  attestation' 
n  to  be  invariably  observed. 

Fourthly,  As  an  encouragement  to  such  Recruit  immediately  to* 
inlist  you  are  authorized  to  offer  on  the  part  of  the  State  the  fol- 
lowing Ration,  one  pound  of  flour,  one   pound  of  beef,  or  three 
<|uarterB  of  a  pound  of  Pork  k  one  gill  of  whiskey  per  man  per  Day," 
one  quart  of  Salt  &  two  quarts  of  Vinegar  to  everv  hundred  rations. 
Eight  pounds  of  Soap  &  three  pounds  of  CandYes  to  every  seven' 
hundred  rations,  one  suit  of  Regimental  Cloaths  annually  consisting 
of  one  Regimental  Coat,  one  woollen  Vest,  one  pair  of  woollen  Over- 
alls, one  blanket,  two  Shirts,  two  pair  of  Shoes  two  pair  of  Socks, 
one  Hat,  and  ten  Watch  Coats  to  eacfi  Company,  and  the  following, 
Mtmthly  pay  to  wit.  ^ 

Serjeant  Major  &  Quarter  Master  Serjeant,  each,  eight  dollars  per 

Month, 

Serjeants,         •••'...        seven  dollars,  do. 

Corporals, five  dollars,    do. 

Drums  and  Fifes  and  >  -  -  ,^  j^ii.«,   An. 

Privates,  }      .        .        r        •        f<^  dolM,  do. 


isa 
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Ilftbly,  As  ftik  additional  enooaragement  to  the  aerrioe,  yon  ara 
at  liberty  to  give  a^y  aam  Qot  ei^eediog  four  doUata  for  every 
•uffioient  stand  of  arms  and  aoooatiements  famished  by  the  Beoroit 
whom  ypu  may  ensag^. 

Sixthly,  No  furloaghs  to  be  given  to  any  Recruit  tiir  the  farther 
order  of  GooaoiL 

Seventbty,  Council  expect  a  weekly"  report  of  your  progress  hi 
this  bosinesi^  till'  it  be  oondnded. 

I  am  &c.. 

J.  D. 


Acknowledgement  and  AUeUatum  of 


Mam*.       Agtt.     HsIfhLf  Coinpl*alon.      iflaoe  Born. .  Tiad*  or  OoeupAtton. 


I  do  acknowledge  myself  to  be  fairly  and  truly  inlisted  in  the 
service  or  tne  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  corps  of  foot 
commanded  by  Major  James  MoorCy  for  the  space  of  two  years^ 
unless  sooner  discharged ;  and  that  I  have  received  the  sum  of 

in  advance  of  pay.    In 
witnesss  whereof,  T  have  set  my  hand,  this  day  of 

Anno  Domini,  178 
'  Witness 

I  do  swear  to  be  true  and  faithfal  to  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  that  I  anil  faithfully  serve  it  in  the  corps  of  foot  comman<' 
ded  by  Major  James  Moore,  for  the  space  of  two  years  from  the 
dale  of  this  attestation,  unless  sooner  discharged;  and  that  I  will 
be  obedient  to  the  orders  of  the  Supreme  ^ecutive  Council,  the 
Legislature  of  the  state,  and  the  Officers  by  them  set  over  me, 
aoorading  to  the  continental  articles  of  war,  or  soch  other  articles  as 
some  future  assembly  of  the  state  may  establish  for  the  government 
of  the  corps  to  which  I  belong.  So  help  me  Qod. 
Sworn  before  me  this  ^ 

day  of  178  ' 

Directed, — (on  pubic  service)  To  Major  James  Moore  present, 

P&oc£EDiKas  ov  Abskmblt  on  Internal  Commerce,  1783. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Monday,  September  15|  1788,  A.  M., 
The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  hold  conferences  with 
the  city  merchants,  read  September  10,  wa/i  read  the  second  time, 
vaA  adopted  as  follows/  viz ; 


•  That  the;  hsve:  bad  suiiclry  eonferencfs  with.a  oommifctee  of  the^ 
merohaola  of  Philadelphia  toaQbing  the  inland  commerce  of  thia 
State,  Vbal  tbej  are  aorrj  to  find  l£e  Bame  aiibjected  to  so  manj^ 
qbetraciipns  owing  to  the  ruinons  condition  of  the  public  roadir 
thronghoc^t  tbis  8tat» — ^no  object  however  strikes  your  committee  in. 
so  forcible  a  manner,  as  that  of  conducting  the  streams  of  commerce 
from  the  river  Susquehanna  to  the  port  of  Pbiladelphia;  Tbis  jour 
committee  are  fullj  satisfied,  can  be  done  in  no  other  mode  ao  oaaj 
1^  by  improving  the  navigation  of  the  SohnylkiU  up  to  Reading, 
and  maung  durabjo.and  lasting  roads  from  thence  to  such  part  oi^. 
parts  of  tbe  Susquehanna  ^&  offer  the  most  easy  communicatipn  with 
the  fDrtile  lands  westward  thereof— A  town  or  towns  laid  out  and 
encouraged  bj  government,  in  such  situation  or  situations  pn  the 
east  side  of  the  aai4  river,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee^ 
be  attended  with  capital  advantages  to  the  trade  of  Philadelphia,  as 
every  inhabitant  of  such  town  or  towns  would  in  some  degree  be  a[ 
&ctor  for  the  Phibvi^lphia  market. 

Your  Committee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolutions  to  the 
honorable  House. 

First, — ^To  view  the  different  roads  leading  from  Susquehanna  to' 
Beading  and  Philadelphia,  and  point  out  tbe  most  pracUqable  mode* 
of  improving  a^d  repairing  the  same,  and  to  consider  of  the  most 

Srobable  ythj  of  opening  a  communication  between  tbe  rivers, 
usquebanna  and  Schuylkill — to  form  estimates  of  the  expences  to 
^carry  tbe  above  designs  into  execution  and  to  report  their  pro- 
ceedings with  all  possible  expedition  to  the  next  House  of  Assembly. 

Second,-^To  receive  the  proposals  of  such  person  or  persons  as 
may  offer  lands  lo  the  public  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  town  or 
towns  on  tbe  east  bank  of  the  Susquehanna. 

Third, — To*  eaitmine  the  navigation  of  the  Susquehanna  to  the 
souroes  of  the  same,  and  ascertain  as  near  as  conveniently  may  .be, 
where  the  northern  boundary  of' this  state  will  fall,  particulsrly 
whether  any  part  of  lake  Erie  .is  within  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
taking  particular  notes  of  the  nature  and  geography  of  the  county 
as  to  the  practicability  of  roads,  water  carriage,  air,  soil,  natAral 
produotions,  &ca. 

On  motion, 

Kesolved,  that  the  same  Commissioners  view  the  river  Delaware, 
and  report  to 'the  next  Assembly,  the  most  probable  mode  of  re- 
moving every  obstruction,  and  improving  the  navigation  thereof^ 
with  an  estimate  of  the  expence.  '^ 

Ordered,  that  this  house  will  on  Saturday  next  proceed  to  elect 
six  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  contained  in  the  foregoing 
resolutions. 

'  Saturday,  September  20,  1783,  A.  M., 

A^eable  to  the  order  for  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to 
elect  six  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  Expressed  in  the  resolutions 
adopted  September  15,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  it  appeared. 
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tli&t  David  RittenBonse/ThomM  HntcliiiiB,  and  Natkafi  Sell^n, 
Ksquiresy  were  daly  elected  for  performing  the  datiee  menlioiied  in 
t^e  first  and  second  of  tbe  aforesaid  reflations — and  that  William 
Maclaj,  James  Wilkinson  and  Williani  Mont^f(Mn«t7,  Eaqniresi 
were  also  dnly  elected  for  the  performing  the  dnties  tnendeded  in 
the  third  and  in  the  last  of  those  resolutions. 

On  motioni 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Belanej,  Mr.  Gt,  Gray  and  Mr.  Slongb  be  m 
oommittee  to  report  instmetions  to  tbe  Gntnmisstoners  above  named, 
ctonfbrmable  to  the  resolutions  adopted  September  15. 

Friday/September  26,  1788;  A.  H. 

ThoTeport  of  the  committee,  appointed  to  report  instruotions  to 
tbe  Commissioners  nominated  to  view  the  different  rtiads  leading 
A'om  Susquehanna  to  Reading  and  Philadelphia,  and  to  eonflider  <^ 
,  the  most  probable  mode  of  opening  a  communication  betweea  tho 
rivers  Susquehanna  and  Schuylkill,  and  of  improving  tbe  navigatiMr 
of  the  river  Delaware  *,  read  September  23^  was  read  the  second 
time  and  adopted  as  follows^  (viz.)  g 

Oentlemeny 

The  intentions  of  the  Assembly  to  promote  the  welfare  and  hap- 
piness of  the  State,  are  so  fully  explained  in  the  resolutions  pointing 
out  your  duty,  lliat  it  would  be  needless  and  unnecessary  to  be 
more  particular,  it  remains  therefore  only  to 'inform  you,  it  is  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  House,  that  you  proceed  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition on  the  business  of  your  appointment,  and  thut  every  neces- 
ary  expence  attending  the  prosecution  nf  your  duty,  will  be  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State  on  orders  drawn  by  the  president  in 
Council,  to  whom  you  are  to  apply,  and  report  to  them  an  estimate 
of  such  Instruments  aod  other  necessaries  as  jbn  may  want. 
Inclosed  you  have  a  cop^  of  tbe  resolutions,  to  which  you  will  give 
particular  attention. 

'  Ob  motion, 

Resolved,  that  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  view  tbe  obstruo* 
tions  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Delaware,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  appointed  Commissioners  in  behalf  of  this  State  in  oonjuno- 
tion  with  Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to 
itscertain  and  determine  what  Islands  in  the  river  Delaware  above  the 
falls  of  Trenton  belong  to  each  state,  agreeable  to  the  Law  in  thatf 
case  made  and  provide(^  passed  SeptemJ^rj  20  instant 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
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Sir  Guy  G^bi^ston  to  Pres.  DicEi|rsoK,  178S. 

New  York;  27th  September^  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  delayed  answeiiDg  Tour  Exoellenoy's  letter  of  the  6th 
lastant*  untill  noW|  in  hopes  that  some  of  tkie  ofieuden  caned  in 
the  Proclamations  and  certiflcate^  you  enelosed,  might  hate  be«ii> 
feUDi)  and  apprehended  here.  But  although  diligent  enquiry  has 
been  mado,  it  has  hitherto  been  without  suooeas. 

Should  any  of  those  Aiettives  from  Justioe  be  discotersd  here 
while  I  reinain,  they  shall  be  apprehended  and  I  will  inform  yoaf 
BMoeUenoy  thereof. 

I  am  Sir,  your  Szeellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  sernmt 

GUY  CARLBTON- 
JDireei^,    To  His  Bxcelleney  John  Diokinsosi  Ef>q'. 


Council  to  Caff*  P.  Shsawpbr^  1788. 

In  Council, 

Philadclph:a,  September  27th|  178JL 
Sir, 

Couiicil  direct,  thai  an  accurate  retoru  of  all  public  stores  at 
WyoauBg,  may  be  immediately  made  for  their  information.  I  have 
also  to  inform  you  that  in  a  late  Election  by  this  Board  you  ^re 
appointed  to  the  command  of  one  of  tho  two  companies  to  be  raised 
fortbe&rther  de^ce  of  this  Commonwealth,  The  recruitiug  of 
this  Corps  is  specially  committed  to  the  Commafiding  Offioef 
Major  James  Hoove  of  the  Peansylvaoia  Idaa  whose  orders  you 
will  hereafter  obey.  Council  coDceive  it  necessary  that  you. should 
continue  at  the  post  and  proceed  to  aot  in  that  line  of  deUgenee  and/ 
iftidoBlry  ^wbich  has  already  so  well  deserTed  their  approbation. 
Many  reasons  make  it  prudent,  if  not  necessary,  that  this  fifpamtr. 
ment  should  be  concealed  from  the  Garrison.  Among  others  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  if  they  were  acquainted  with  it  they  might  relax 
in  their  obedience.  You  will  be  pleased  to  make  immediate  report 
whether  Mn  Weitzle  has  closed  with  the  proposals  of  Council,  and 
what  quantity  of  provisions  you  have  on  hand. 
lam 
•  with  much  respect 

your  most  obedient 

and  ?ery  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jr.,5eo'y. 
Directed,     On  public  Service, 
To  Captain  Philip  Schrawder,  of  the  Rangers,  at  Wyoming. 

*  Seepage  101. 


Pbeb.  Dickinson,  to  Maj.  J.  Moore. 

In  Counoil,  October  18»,  1783. 
Sir, 

Ooaoeil  iuUy  confiding  in  your  Integrity,  Ability  &  lodostxy^' 
Qominits  to  yoa  the  important  obarge«  the  Fort  and  Poat  at  Wyom- 
ingi  and  wiahea  you  &  the  other  offcera  aow  in  Town,  to  repair  to 
that  place  aa  soon  aa  poeeible  with  the  Men  thafe  are  inliatad. 

We  do  not  doubt  hot  the  otaioat  care  will  be  taken  that  the 
Troopa  behave  themselves  regularlyy  &  that  not  the  least  injury  ba 
done  to  any  of  the  Citizens  of  the  State.  Upon  your  arrival  there^ 
yon  will  endeavonr  to  complete  the  Companies  by  ^listing  such  of 
the  soldiers  in  the  Garrison  as  may  be  approved  of  agreeably  to  the 
Instructions  we  have  giyen»  ft  who  have  no  improper  Connection  in  the 
neighbonrbogd.  If  a  sufficient  number  of  such  Men  cannot  be  pro» 
ourod  in  the  Garrison,  we  would  desire,  that  an  officer  may  be  sen^ 
down  to  this  City  to  make  up  the  Complement 

As  you  go  by  Harris's  Ferry  you  will  take  with  you  such  of  the 
Military  stores  tk  Mutt  place  as  may  be  necessary. 

Peculiar  Circumstances  strongly  point  out  the  propriety  of  desir- 
ing you  in  a  very  particular  Manner  constantly  to  employ  the 
utmost  Vigilance  a  Alertness  for  the  security  of  the  Fort^  &  the 
Maintenance  of  the  Station. 

It  is  expected  (as  in  the  Instructions  to  Captains,  R.  &  S^)* 

It  is  our  desire  that  as  long  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep  uf  the 
garrisony  it  shall  at  no  time  be  left  without  a  sapply  of  one  Month's 
provisions  in  stock  for  the  oompleat  Establuhment  of  the  two  com- 
panies; and  that  for  this  purpose  you  will  correspond  with  Jobn' 
Weitael  £8quire. 

.  We  ahould  be  glad  to  have  a  retvm  of  all  the  millitary  stores,  and 
early,  frequent  &  exact  Intelligence  of  your  proceedings  t  of  ever/ 
oinmmstanoe  that  may  concern  the  Interest  of  the  State. 
-     With  the  most  entire  Relmnce  upon  your  Fidelity  Pnideace  aadl 
Aettvity, 

I  am  Sir,  your 

most  obdt.  &  hble.  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

P.  S. — On  your  arrival  at  Wyoming  you  will  please  to  mutter  and 
inspect  the  troops  now  there,  making  exact  returns  to  ua.  You  will 
then  express  to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers,  the  gmtnful  sense  we  enter- 
tain of  their  services  and  discharge  them. 
Directed, 

To  Major  James  Moore. 

*  See  page  100.    Uohinson  and  Sliraiftlex*. 
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Thb  Petitiok  of  thb  Inhabitants  of  Yobk  Town,  1788* 

To  His*  Exeellenojy  John  DickiDson,  EsauirOy  Preaident,  and  the 

Hononrable    Ezeen^tive    Couneil    of    the    Common-Wealth    o( 

Pennsylvania,  now  ritting  at  Philadelphia^  October^  1788. 
Most  hoaibty  Bbew^ 

That  a  Number  ofTroops  (commonly  called  Armand's  Legion,)  hare 
been  Quartered  among  Tour  FeHtioners  about  ten  Months  ago;  and! 
thatjmaoy  of  said  Troops  are  very  mischievous  and  troublesome  to  Tour 
Petitioners,  but  they  contrive  it  so  Crafty  that  it  is  a  hard  matter  to 
discover  the  Fact,  and  have  them  brought  to  Justice,  aud  which 
they  conceive  would  be  equally  dangerous; 

And  that  Tour  Petitioners  have  been  very  Subtilly  deceived  at 
first,  being  onIy|equired  to  keep  them  for  a  few  Days,  but  have  been 
here  ever  since,  and  no  likelihood  of  being  yet  removed. 

And  that  many  of  Tour  Petitioners  might  have  had  the  Benefit 
of  Letting  some  Apartments  of  their  Dwelling,  was  it  not,  that  some 
of  said  ^oops  were  Quartered  therein. 

And  that  Tour  Petitioners  presume  to  be  highly  injured  in  their 
Property  and  deprived  of  their  Liberty,  (which  they  conceive  to  be 
equally  intitled  to  ^njov  the  same,  as  other  faithful  Citizens  of  this 
Common- Wealth,)  if  the  said  Troops  are  not  immediately  removed 
from  this  Place. 

And  that  Tour  Petitioners  would  be*  willing  to  bear  the  Burthen 
with  patience,  were  it  General  throughout  this  Common* Wealth. 

Tour  Petitioners  therefore  most  earnestly  solicit  Tour  Excellency 
and  the  Honourable  Couneil,  to  lend  an  Ear  to  their  Excessive  Bur^ 
tiben  some  Grievances,  and  Order  that  the  said  Troops  may  be  Quar-. 
tered  in  Barracks,  which  your  Petitioners  presume  would  be  more 
eonvenient  and  agreeable  to  the  Troops,  and  less  Injurious  to  Indi- 
viduals, and'  would  Relievo  Tour  Petitioners  of  a  very  heavy  and' 
disagreeable  Burthen,  in  which  they  most  humbly  Pray  Redress. 
And  Tour  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound,  &c.,  will  pray. 


Joseph  Welshonoe,      Philip  Rothrock, 
Samuel  Leedy,  John  Jonesy 

Frederick  Lowmaster,  Andrew  Weyer, 


Jacob  Garuet» 
Jacob  Updegraff, 
Joseph  U  pdegraff, 
Jacoo  Luther, 
John  Hyer, 
Adam  Orover, 
Francis  Worley, 
John  Rothrock, 
Benjamin  6or^, 
Samuel  Gorgias^ 


Anth  Weyer, 
Henry  Cuniughami 
John  Haller, 
Martin  Ragb, 
George  Finck, 
John  <  an, 
Martin  Bound,    ^ 
Joaua  Purit, 
Alexander  Brau, 
John  Molatire^. 


John  Moore, 
George  Miles, 
Henry  Wolff,  junior^ 
Reraid  Harr, 
Jacob  Geartner, 
William  Welch, 
Caleb  Kirk, 
Samuel  Fisheri 
Jacob  Worlyi 
John  Lieut, 
Martin  Cronmilloni 
John  Sbeafer, 
Sam^  Updergraff, 

and  others. 
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A.  PjlOCLAMATION  FOR  THANKSaiVINQ  BY  CONaRESS^  1788. 

.By  The  Unjted  Sutes  m  Congress  Agsembled. 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  fautaan  Eventtf 
to  dispose  the  hearts  of  the  late  belligerent  power  to  put  a  period  to 
the  Effosioo  of  human  blood,  bj  proclaiming  a  Cessation  of  M 
hostilities  by  sea  &  land,  and  these  United  States  are  not  only  hap^ 
pily  rescued  from  the  dangers  &  calamities  to  which  they  have  been 
Sp  long  Exposed,  but  their  freedom  sovereignity  ft  Independence 
ultimately  acknowledged :  An3,  Whereas  in  the  progress  of  a  con- 
lefst  on  which  the  most  essential  rights  of  human  nature  depended, 
the  interposition  of  divine  providence  in  our  favor  ^ath  been  Most 
abundantly  &  most  graciously  manifested,  and  the  Citizens  of  these 
United  States  have  every  reason  for  praise  &  gratitude  to  the  Ood 
of  their  salvation.  Impressed  therefore  with  an  exalted  sense  of  the 
blessings  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  &  of  our  entire  dependence  oa 
that  Almighty  being,  from  whose  Goodness  and  bounty  they  are  de- 
rived. The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  do  recommend  it  to 
the  the  several  States  to  set  a  part  the  second  Thursday  in  December 
i^ezt,  as  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving,  that  ail  the  people  may  then  as- 
semble to  celebrate  with  grateful  hearts  and  united  voices  the  praises 
of  their  supreme  &  all  bountiful  Benefactor,  for  his  numberless 
favours  A  mercies — ^That  he  hath  been  pleased  to  Conduct  us  vx 
safety  through  all  the  perils  &  vicissitudes  of  the  war;  that 
be  hath  given  us  unanimity  and  resolution  to  adhere  to  our 
jHst  rights ;  that  he  hath  raised  up  a  powerful  ally  to  assist  us  in 
supporting  them,  &  hath  so  far  erowned  our  United  Efforts  with 
success,  that  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  hostilities  have, 
oeased  and  we  are  left  in  the  undisputed  possession  of  our.  liberties 
and  Independence,  and  of  the  fruits  of  our  own  lands,  and  in  the 
free  participation  of  the  Treasures  of  the  Sea ;  that  he  hath  pros- 
pered the  labour  of  our  husbandmen  with  plentiful  harvests ;  and 
above  all,  that  he  hath  been  pleased  to  continue  to  us  the  light  ot 
the  blessed  Gospel  &  secured  to  us  in  the  fullest  extent,  the  rights 
of  conscience  in  faith  and  Worship ;  And  while  our  hearts  oversow 
with  gratitude,  and  our  lips  set  forth  the  praises. of  our  Great 
Creator,  that  we  also  offer  up  fervent  supplications,  that  it  may 
please  him  to  pardon  all  our  offences,  to  give  wisdom  and  unani- 
mity to  our  public  Councils,  to  Cement  all  our  Citsens  in  the  bonds 
of  affection  and  to  inspire  them  with  an  Earnest  regard  for  the 
National  honor  and  interest,  to  enable  them  to  improve  the  days  of 
prosperity  by  every  good  «ork  and  to  be  loTcrs  of  peace  &  tran- 
quility ;  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  bless  us  in  our  husbandry,  our 
commerce  and  navigation ;  ta  smile  upon  our  seminaries  &  means 
of  Education,  to  cause  pure  x«ligion  &  virtue  to  flourish,  to  give 
peacd  to  all  nations  and  to  fill  the  world  with  his  Glory. 


Done  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  AsBembled — ^Witness  his 
Ezcellencj,  Elias  Boadioot,  our  President,  this  Eighteenth  Day 
of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
ag^  Eighty-three,  and  of  the  Sovereignty  and  Independence  of 
ihe  United  States  of  America,  the  Eighth. 

,  Cha.  Tbomson,  Sio't. 

^  ELIAS  BOUDINOT  * 


Capt.  Ja.  Chrtstib  to  Pubs.  Dickissgk,  1788. 

Easton,  October  22d.  1783. 
Sir  . 

I  bav0  arrived  here  this  morning  at  9  o'Glock,  the  Detachment 
in  good  order,  only  two  of  the  soldiers  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  discharge  as  unfit  for  service,  The  one  has  fits  &  the  other  is  in 
such  a  sitnatiott  from  his  own  faults  that  he  will  be  on  the  Doctor's 
list  during  thetefm  of  his  inlistment 

Your  Excellency  will  see  the  reason  for  the  waggons  being  allowed 
for  six  days.  The  two  first  days  owins  to  the  badness  of  the  weather 
we  got  no  farther  than  Flower  Town  about  twelve  miles  from  Phila* 
&  he  is  allowed  two  days  to  return.  I  expect  to  have  everything 
ready  to  march  this  evening  &  will  set  out  to  morrow  morning. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant, 

JA.  CHRYSTIE,  Capt. 
Directed f 

'  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State 
Penna. 


Pres.  07  CoNQBBSS  TO  Pres.  Dioeinson,  1788. 

(Circular.) 

.    Princston,  22«  October,  1783. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed  herewith  a  Proclamation  of 
Congress  of  the  10th  instant,!  recommending  to  the  several  States,^ 
to  set  apart  the  second  Thursday  in  December  next^  as  a  day  of 
public  Thanksgivibg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect. 
Your  Excellency's 
^     Most  obd*  and    . 

▼ery  humb.  Serrt., 
ELIAS  BOUDINOT.. 
DittcUiy  .    His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

,  .'  •  fiWe  Col.  Rec.  Vol.,  XIII.,  p.  746, 

f  J3«e  |age  186.  • 
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COtf  MI86I0KBBS  09  WASHtNGTON  CO.,  tO  PRBS.  DlCKIKBOK, 

1788. 

^Washington  County,  Oct»  25, 1788, 
Sir, 

By  order  of  Gonnoil  we  receiv'd  a  letter  the  20th  of  September, 
bearing  Date  the  24th  of  July,  inforroiDg  that  the  Execative  of 
this  State  are  astonished  at  the  Inattention  with  which  their  Bepre- 
eentation  on  that  aubjeet  have  been  BeceiTed.  ^     J 

Permit  os  to  say  that  every  thing  in  oar  power  has  been  adopted 
to  further  your  Honors  wish ;  onr  County  Tax  has  been  laid  and 
will  soon  be  ftdjnstod.  And  before  this  time  might  been  completed,, 
bat  for  the  lateness  of  reoeiving  the  tax  Bill,  which  was  near,  the 
latter  end  of  Jane,  and  then  so  few,  that  they  in  no  wise  antweved 
the  Bemand  of  the  County ;  so  that  Bnsines  was.*  dene  with  tha- 
greatest  Biflioalty,  but  is  asarly  sormoimted.  Altho'  we  are  oertaia 
every  twentieth  person  cannot  comply  with  the  lami  Bequirement. 
Sir,  we  Bemain  yoar  Honors 
Obed«  Hble.  Servts. 

JOHN  MCDOWELL, 
THOS.  CBOOKS, 
OBOBGB.  M«>COBMICK, 

Commiasionera. 
Dtreetedj 

^  His  BxcelloAoy,  John  Diddnson,  Bsq.j^  Pxesideiit  of  the  EzMn- 
tive  Gonncil  of  Pennsylvania. 


Bbbolution  of  Cokqbbbs,  Bbmoval,  1783. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congrcas  Assembled 

October  30th,  1788. 

That  in  case  a  president  shall  not  be  chosen  on  or  before  the  12*^ 
Bay  of  November  next,  the  Secretary  adjourn  Congress  on  that  day 
to  meet  at  Annapolis  on  the  26th  of  said  Month,  according  to  the 
Besoltttion  of  the  20th  Idstant 

On  the  Question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  &  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Peters. 

MassachoMtts.  Mr,  Holten,  ay. 

Mr.  Osgood,  ay. 

Bhode  Island.  Mr.  Eliery,  ay. 

Mr.  Howell,  ay. 

Connecticut.  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  ay. 

•  Mr«  B«  Hontii^ton,  ay. 


•y 


PEHNSYIiyANIA  ▲BGHIYSe  1789. 


»T 


N4ir  Xork. 


Mr.  yHominedi«a,  no. 

BO. 

no. 

DO. 
DO. 

•y- 
»y 

ay. 

ay- 
ay. 
ay. 

ay- 


no 


no 


*no 


aj 

«y 

ay 


ay 


New  Jersey.  Mr.  Boudinot, 

Mr.  Gondict, 
Penaylvania.  Mr.  Montgomeryi 

Mr.  Peters, 
Maryland.  Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  M^Heory, 
Virginia.         ]  Mr.  Lee, 

Mr.  Meroer, 
N^'OaroUna.  Mr.  Hawkins, 

Mr.  Williamsoni 
South  Carolina.  Mr.  Read, 

Mr.  Berresford, 
So  it  was  Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
A  Motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee  seconded  by  Mr.  Holtmi, 
That  a  Committee  be  ]4>|K)inted  to  repair  to  the  lower  falls  of 
Patomaok  to  view  the  situation  of  the  country  In  the  vicinil^  of  the 
samej  and  report  a  proper  Distrjot  for  carrying  into  effect  the  reso- 
lution of  the  21**  of  October.     Whereupon, 

A  motion  inras  made  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carroll,  to 
amend  the  foregoing  motion  by  adding. 

Aud  thai  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  7*^  day  of  October, 
Instant,  to  report  the  most  suitable  plaee  for  erecting  Buildings  for 
the  acconniodations  of  Congress  near  the  falls  of  ihe  Delawar/^,  be 
directed  to  report  i^  soon  as  may  be. 

On  the  Question  to  a^ree  to  this  amendment  the  yeas  &  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Howell. 


Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Holten, 

ay. 

Mr.  Osgood, 

ay- 

Rhode  Liland. 

Mr.  EUery, 

ay. 

Mr.  Howell, 

ay* 

OonnecUooL 

Mr.  8.  Huntington, 

ay. 

Mr.  B.  Huntingtan 

1  ay- 

Hew  York. 

Mr.  Dnane, 

no. 

" 

Mr.  L'Hammedicu, 

no. 

New  Jeracy, 

Mr.  Boodinot, 

no. 

Mr.  Condiot, 

no. 

Penn^lvania, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 

no. 

Mr.  Peters, 

no. 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Carroll, 

»y- 

Mr.  McHenry, 

ay. 

Virgiiria, 

Mr.  Lee, 

»y. 

Mr.  Mercer, 

ay. 

No.  Carolina, 

Mr.  Hawkins, 

ay. 

' 

Mr.  WtlliamsoB. 

^' 

Sa.  OatoHna,  ^ 

Mr.  Read, 

ay. 

' 

Mr.  Berresfwd, 

ay. 

So  it  was  resoloved  in  the  affirmative 

i 


«7 


no 


no 


no 


ay 

»J 

ay 
Jay 
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'Ob  the  Question  toftgree  to'^e  motioii  of  Mr.  Lee^wliifA  was 
divided  from  tbd  amendment  at  the  request  of  a  Member  the  yeas  & 
nays  beine  required  by  Mr.  Peters. 


Massaohassetts, 
Rhode  Uatad, 
Gonnectiont, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey^ 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
Yirginia, 
No.  Carolina, 
So.  Carolina, 


Mr.  Holton,  ay 

Mr.  Osgood,  ay 

Mr.  Ellery,  ay 

Mr.  Howell,  ay.  < ' 

Mr.  8.  Huntington,  ay. 
Mr.  B.  Huntington,  ay 
Mr.  Daane,  no 

Mr.  L'  Hommedieu,  no. 


; 


^Jv 


ayw 
no 


no. 


no. 


ay. 

ay. 

ray- 


Mr.  Boudinot,  no. 

Mr.  Gondict,        ,    no. 

Mr.  Montgomery,    no. 

Mr.  Peters,  no. 

Mr.  Carroll,  ay. 

Mr.  McHenry,         ay. 

Mr.  Lee,  ay. 

Mr  Meroer,  ay. 

Mr.  Hawkms,       '    ay. 

Mr.  Williamson,   '  sy. 

Mr.  Read,  ay. 

Mr.  Berresford,         ay.  i 

^0  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.  ' 

The  second  part  was  agreed  to  and  the  whole  was  as  fotlows,  » 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  lower 

hWs  of  Potomack  to  view  the  situation  of  the  Country  in  the  viointty 

of  the  same  and  report  a  proper  District  for  carrying  into  effect  the 

resolution  of  2l8t  of  October  and  that  the  Committee  appointed  on 

the  7  th  of  October  to  report  the  most  suitable  place  for  erecting 

Buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress  near  t&e  fkHs  of  the 

Delaware  be  directed  to  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  Members  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Carroll^  Mr.  Meroer, 
&  Mr.  Williamson. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Howell  seconded  by  Mr. 
Meroer. 

That  the  President  transmit  to  the  Executives  of  New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  &  Virginia,  Copies  of  the  acts  of  Consress 
of  the  7th  Instant  respecting  Buildings  to  be  erected  for  a  federal 
Town  on  the  Banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  of  the  act  of  the  21st  In- 
stant respecting  Buildings  to  be  erected  on  the  Banks  of  Potomack 
for  a  second  federal  town,  and  the  adjournment  of  Congress  to 
Annapolis  and  that  Copies  be  also  transmitted  to  the  seyeraL  other 
States  in  the  Union. 

A  Division  was  called  for  and  a  question  taken  on  .the  first  clause 
as  far  as  *^  Delaware"  indasive  passed  in  the  affiirmative.  On  the 
Question  to  agree  to  the}aeeond  clause  from  Delaware  to  the  end, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  roqmred  by  Mr.  Peters. 
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i8d 


UmmckumiU, 
Bhode  lahod, 
GoDneolicBt, 
New  York, 
New  Jeney^ 
PennsjlTMiia, 
Maryland, 
YtrgiQiai 
Now  GaroliDa, 
So.  Carolina, 


Mt.  Holfen,  ay» 

Mr.  OagoOd,  my. 

Mr.  EUerj,  aj. 

Mr.  Howell,  aj. 
Mr.  S.  HuDtiDgtoD,  aj. 
Mr.  B.  HaotiagtoD,  ay. 

Mr.  Doano,  ay.  1 
Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  ay.  |   ^ 

Mr.  Boudioot,  ay. 

Mr.  Condicl,  no. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  no. 

Mr  Peters,  no. 

Mr.  Carroll,  ay. 

Mr.  MoHenry,  ay. 

Mr.  Lee,  ay. 

Mr.  Meroer,  ay. 

Mr.  Hawkina,  ay. 

Mr.  Williamson,  ay. 

Mr.  Read,  ay. 

Mr.  Berresford,  ay. 


ay. 
ay 


V 


Im 


no 


ay 
[ay 

«y 


Bo  it  was  Resolved  in  the  affinnati?e 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sccj, 


Repobt  akd  Resolution  of  Congrbss,  1788. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

November  1, 1783. 

The  oommittee  consisting  of  Mr.  Carroll,  l^r.  Pnane  and.  Mr.  S. 
Huntington,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  to 
devise  means  for  procuring  a  full  representation  in  Congress  having 
reported, 

*^  That  whether  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  some  of  the 
states  have  been  under  during  the  war,  or  that  the  states  in  general 
were  not  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  importance  of  keeping  up 
a  constant  representation  in  Congress,  the  committee  cannot  find  on 
examining  the  journals,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  earnest  recom- 
mendations for  that  purpose,  that  all  the  states  have  been  repre- 
sented at  the  same  time :  it  appears  that  frequently  there  have  not 
been  more  than  nine  states,  and  too  generally  not  more  than  a  com- 
petent representation  for  the  lesser  objects  of  the  confederation.  As 
the  articles  of  confederation  are  silent  upon  this  subject,  any  further 
than  by  fixing  the  number  of  delegates  for  each  state,  and  by  de- 
claring how  many  shall  constitute  a  representation,  the  committee 
presume. such  silence  was  in  consequence  of  a  firm  reliance  that  the 
States  could  not  be  inattentive  to  a  duty  not  only  essential  to  the 


140  PENNTLTANUl  A&OHITIS  178S. 

interests  of  each  state,  but  likewise  to  a  prindple  on  wUoh  Uie 
federal  govenimeiit  itself  fests. 

The  attieles  of  oonfederation  reqairingy  for  oertafii  pmposes,  the 
agreememt  of  nine  states,  and  as  it  has  seldom  happened  more  than 
that  number  baTQ  attended,  the  committee  conoeive,  that  not  only 
the  injury  the  public  and  individuals  haye  suffered  thereby,  have 
been  oocasioned  in  many  instanoes  by  the  absence  of  the  detegates 
of  some  of  the  states,  but  likewise  that  the  spirit  of  the  articles  of 
oonfederation  have  been  defeated,  by  making  an  unttmnity  neoes- 
sary,  whereas  nine  only  out  of  thirteen  are  required.  And  the 
oommittee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  unless  the  slates  punue 
effectual  measures  for  keepiAg  up  a  constant  representation  another 
material  object  of  the  oonfedemtion  will  be  frustrated.  The  delays 
unsvoiddble "  for  want  of  a  full  representation,  will  they  conceive, 
oblige  Congress  to  remain  sitting  the  whole  year,  whemas  by  the 
articles  of  efonfederation  it  appears,  that  it  was  expected  part  of  the 
business  of  the  United  Stales,  would  be  transacted  hy  a  committee 
of  the  states. 

The  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion,  that-  it  should  be 
earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective  states,  to  take  the  most 
effectual  measures  to  maintain  at  ail  tim^  while  Congress  are  sit- 
ting, a  full  representation,  that  the  delay  of  business,  which  has 
proved  so  injurious  to  the  public,  and  grievous  to  individuals,  may 
no  longer  be  a  subject  of  complaint. 

Besolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report 

CBAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


M.   HUFFKAQLB  TO  PRESIBSm  OF  COUNCIL,   1783. 

By  Colonel  Hays,  I  Received  the  Instructions  from  Council  for 
the  preserv.  tion  of  the  Timber  upon  the  reserved  tract  opposite  to 
Pittsburg  &  have  accordingly  Notified  the  People  of  the  same.  At 
the  same  time  Mr.  Boggs  produced  to  me  an  agreement  made  with 
him  by  General  Irwin,  a  Copy  of  which  I  have  inclosed,  &  Council 
will  be  judges  of  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  same  in  the 
mean  time  he  is  to  remain  on  the  Land  until  you  shall  give  mo 
further  instructions  on  that  Subject. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Council  for  the  appointment  they  have 
sent  me,  at  the  same  time,  I  could  wish  to  have  an  associate.  I 
can  assure  you  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  attention  &  care  to.  bring 
these  People  int6  Order,  &  it  would  require  one  constantly  to  be 
present  here. 

The  Judges  left  this  yesterday  on  their  way  to  Washington  & 
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Ihey  iilteDd  lo  nttm  hem  on  SattihlBy  ft  I  think  tfaey  will  "W  uhU 
to  gire  Coancil  a  true  State  of  the  stoatioD  of  this  Goantiy. 
'~  I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  very  H'ble  Serv*, 

MICH.  HUFFNAGLB. 
Directed^ 

. '   To  Major  John  Armstrongs  Jr.;  Beoretaiy  Sapream  Bzeccttire 
Connolly  Philaddphia. 
Hon*  by  Mr.  MoKain. 


M.  HpFroAQLB  TO  Sflc'r  AEMSTBOifa,  1788; 

»'  S', 

.  Sinee  I  wrote  yon  the  .offioers  ft  Soldiers  of  the  Garrison  are 
eatting  their  Wood  within  the  Reserred  Traot  which  will  take  off  a 
great  deal.  I  would  likewise  Mention  if  Oouneil  should  ineUne  to 
Iisase  out  the  Laad  it  might  be  done  to  very  good  hands. 

MIOH.  HUFFNAQLE. 
JHreded^    . 
Major  John  Armstrong. 


MbMOBIAL  against  TjIBATRBS  in  PfilLADSL^HlA)  17S3. 

To  the  President  and  Sxeoutive  Couneil  of  Pennsylfania. 

The  Memorial  and  Remonstrance  of  the  Subscribers;  Inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  sheweth — 

That,  understanding  with  equal  apprehensions  and  regret^  a  der 
sign  is  in  agitation  and  preparations  are  making  to  open  a  Theatce 
an^the  Suburbs  of  this  City  for  the  exhibitions  of  Stage  plays  or 
otner  pemioianB  amusements  pf  the  like  kin4>  we  oonoeive  i^  our 
duty  to  represent  to  you  some  general  observations  on  the  ooeasion 
^n  which  the  Virtue  &  Morals  of  the  People  are  immediately  inter 
rested. 

Previously  remaining  as  a  real  subject  of  peculiar  thankfulness 
that  it  hath  pleased  the  Sovereign  Bulcr  of  all  human  event}  to 
dispose  the  hearts  of  the  powers  lately  <'  at  War  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
effusion  of  human  blood''  by  the  restoration  of  peace  whereby  the 
people  of  this  Oity  and  of  the  Oontinent'h  general  are  happily  i*e- 
lieved  from  tiie  dangers  ft  Calamities  to  which  they  were  so  long 
exposed^  and  the  interposition  of  divine  Providence  hath  been  re- 
markably conspicuous  for  our  preservation  in  times  of  great  ex- 
tremity,  a  serious  recollection  whereof  ouzht  to  impress  every  Hind 
Vol.  X~7. 
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^  irith  lunnble  gratitndd  to  that  Almigbty  Being  from  wboso  bouiHy 
&  goodness  all  our  blesaiiigs  are  derived/'  bat  an  attempt  to  intro^ 
duce  those  scenes  of  Vsnitj,  licentiousness  and  dissipation,  is  an 
instance  of  great  inoonsideration  and  depravity  in  those  who  are 
concerned  in  promoting  them^  as  it  is  also  a  contemptuous  violatioii 
of  the  Laws. 

The  nature  and  tendency  of  those  exhibitions  unhappily  inCrtv 
dooing  a  variety  of  intemperano^,  dissoluteness  and  debauchery, 
must  necessarily  affect  every  pious  judicious  mind  with  real  oonoer^ 
and  excite  a  tender  compassion  towards  unwary  Youth|  whose  Minds 
becoming  vitiated  by  a  taste  of  delusive  pleasures  grow  indisposed  to 
the  regular  laudable  &  virtuous  satisfection  of  domestic  and  social 
life,  and  are  often  ^dually  drawn  into  infidelity  &  corrupt  princi- 
ples, of  which  experience  hath  given  abundant  proof  in  those  plaoesi 
where  such  ensnaring  amusements  are  allowed  and  encouraged. 

We  also  take  the-  liberty  to  remonstrate  on  this  subject  as  !l 
affects  the  respect  and  honour  of  magistracy,  which  Oflke  is  always 
fendered  more  difficult  &  perplexed  by  a  greater  variety  of  diaordet 
k  irvegularity,  and  its  power  and  authority  must  be  weakened  by  K 
growing  corruption  of  manners  among  the  people ;  these  diversie&a 
manifestly  tending  to  such  consequences,  we  request  yon  would  oon- 
sidcr  them  in  these  points  of  view. 

And  as  the  good  order  and  subordination  in  Civil  Society  as  well 
as  the  exercise  of  the  divine  and  social  Virtues  proceed  from  an 
attachment  to  the  doctrine  k  precepts  of  the  Christian  Religions-can 
a  design  so  evidently  repugnant  thereto,  and  experimentally  mischie- 
vous in  praoUca  deserve  the  least  encoluragemfent  f-^aad  ahouid  ^it 
not  be  discountenanced  and  suppressed  in  the  most  effectual  manner? 
agreeable  to  the  provision  made  by  the  Law  in  irhieh  the  dittippro- 
bation  of  such  irreligious  &  impolitic  amusements  is  declared  by  the 
Legislature. 

A  consideration  of  the  vicious  impressions'  which  a  taste  for  these 
divorsiooB  must  stamp  on  the  Youth  &  others,  the  prejudice  that 
must  accrue  to  Industry  &  frugality  thereby — the  increase'  of  dis- 
orders weakening  the  authority  of  magistrates — and  above  all  4^e 
open  and  visible  detriment  to  true  R^igion— We  hope  and  desire 
may  prevail  with  yon  so  effectually  to  interpose  your  authority  and 
power  as  to  put  an^  entire  stop  to  the  nndertaking,  however  plausibly 
disguised  to  elude  the  penalties  of  the  Law. 

John  Beynelly  John  Guest,  Saml.  Lewis, 

Isaac  Zane,  Willium  Norton,  Riohard  Jones, 

Anthony  Beneseti  Joseph  Briogharst,  Saml.  Clark, 

Jam's  Pemberton,  James  Bringburst,  James  Starr, 

Charles  West,  Paa'l  Drinker,  William  Cliffton, 

David  Bacon,  Jno.  Lynn,  John  Townsend, 

llezekiah  Williams,  Ebeneaer  Rebinson,  Jno.  Bircbal^ 

Tbo's  Hallo  well,  James  Whiteall,  Owen  Jones, 

David  Evans,  Thomas  Rogers,  Sam.  Hopkins, 

'    Baml.  fimlen,  James  Truman,  Hugh  Roberts, 
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Paniel  Offley,  jaor., 
Ghaa  Jervis, 
Caleb  Carmalty 
Caleb  Attmore, 
Chrisropher  White, 
Joseph  Drinker. 
Bobert  E^na, 
Jesae  Williama, 
Joaboa  Yarnall, 
Thomaa  Rogers,  janr.. 
John  Payne^ 
Kioh'd  liamphreysy 
John  Elliott, 
D.  Lawson, 
Edward  Jones, 
Jos.  Hilbom, 
Wm.  Pusejt 
Jooathao  Pawes^ 
George  Guest, ' 
Danl.  Offley, 
Thos.  Masterman, 
Abraham  Liddon, 
Beajl  Hoofcoii, 
Jerem'h  GressoD, 
William  Brewer, 
Joseph  Budd, 
Joseph  Richardson^ 
Sami.  Pleasants, 
Owen  Biddle, 
John  Elliott,  jvnr., 
John  Teddi 
Joseph  James, 
Kich'd  Adams, 
Edward  Qarrigaes, 
Isaac  Paxson, 
Joseph  Mooro, 
Jns.  Sbarpless, 
John  Evans, 
Jon'a  Evans,  janior, 
Joseph  Baoon, 
Joseph  Clark, 
Sam.  Emlen, 
Benj*n  Hiokman, 
CftM)  Cnsson, 
James  Todd, 


JoD'a  Poaey,  junr., 
Thos.  Attmore, 
Joshua  Cresson, 
Solomon  White, 
Job  Bacon, 
Joshua  R.  Smith, 
Thos.  Parke, 
Samuel  Jones, 
Ellis  Yarnall, 
John  Drinker, 
Jacob  Shoemaker, 
William  Sykes, 
Arthur  Howell, 
Robt.  Wood, 
Richard  Humphreys, 
TowDsend  Speakaan, 
James  Cresson, 
Joseph  Shoemaker, 
Thomas  Packer, 
John  Hawortb, 
Samuel  Hampton, 
Eran  Truman, 
Charles  Williams, 
Georfce  WtlliaoM, 
John  Fields 
Israel  Jones, 
Alezr.  Elmslie, 
Isaac  Pblpps, 
Edw'd  PeniDgton^ 
John  Thomson, 
Jos.  Saunders, 
Samuel  Taylor, 
Samuel  Bettla, 
Tho.  Ross, 
John  Tudd,  Junr., 
Isaac  Lewis, 
James  Bettle, 
Jos.  Richardson,  jr., 
John  Poultney, 
Benj.Hornor, 
Tho.  W.  Smith, 
John  Duneau, 
Robt.  Lewis, 
Saml.  On|tes, 
Thomas  Trotter, 
William  Jackao% 


Robert  Worrill, 
Jonathan  Worrill, 
Thos.  Shoemakeij^ 
Israel  Whelen, 
Rich'd  Thomas, 
Thomas  Follett, 
Robert  Coe, 
Charles  Marshal^ 
Thomas  Hough, 
Hugh  Roberts, 
John  Morton, 
Thomas  Fisher, 
Chris.  Marshall,  jr., 
Benj*n  Oldden, 
Abijah  Dawes, 
BenJ.  Humphreyfly 
John  Starr, 
Thos.  Poultney, 
John  Bissell,.    .. 
George  Dillbam, 
John  Forster,   * 
Hugh  Howell, 
John  Burden, 
Thos.  Howard, 
William  SarerT, 
Joshua  Howell, 
Thomas  Williams, 
Miers  Fii?her, 
Daniel  Trottet,     ' 
William  Savery,  jr., 
The.  Frankltn, 
Samuel  Story, 
Saml.  LobdeU, 
James  Birohall, 
Samuel  Briggn, 
Robt.  Haydock,     ' 
John  Oldden, 
Thos.  Harrison, 
Wm.  Browik. 
Samuel  Noble,  junr., 
Everard  Bolton, 
J(  seph  Russell, 
Kichard  Hopkiniy 
John  Parrish, 
Saml.  Rhoadi, 
BamnelRiioadi,jr^ 


Philadelphia,  the  eighth  day  of  llth  month,  1783. 

Jndanedf 

Tb«  Memorial  of  some  of  the  People  commonly  called  Quakers. 
Bead  lOtk  Nov.,  1783. 
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Philada.  Novcmbr.  10th,  1783, 
Mr.  N.  Garrfson, 
Sir, 

I  am  dkreoted  by  Goancil  to  know  wbat  will  be  the  loireat  terms 
jou  will  take  to  efeet  the  whole  of  the  Buaioess  on  the  prineipal  of 
your  first  propoeitioB  as  that  seems  to  be  the  line  in  whieh  they 
wouM  choose  to  hav^  it  done.  « 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Humble  servt. 

FRAN.  GURNEF, 


No.  1. 


Mbbors.  Da  Brtjssihb  &  Garrison. — Chevaitx-db-frkb, 

1788. 

We  would  desire  to  know  previously,  whether  it  is  to  be  under- 
stood that  the  Chevaux  De  Frise  are  iutirely  to  be  removed. 

Or  if  it  will  suffice  to  take  them  doi^n  as  far  as  the  Ballast 
Untill  that  is  known  it  is  difficult  to  fix  the  Sum, 

But  in  the  latter  Case,  to  take  them  down  as  far  as  the  Ballast 
only,  will  suffice.  In  that  Case  We  require  the  Sum  of  Four 
Thousand  Pounds,  to  defray  all  Szpences,  and  run  all  risques, 
agreeable  to  our  proposition. 

In  Cade  the  above  Sum  is  concddered  too  large,  We  propose  an- 
other, less  expensive — ^namely.  We  will  take  Twelre  Hundred 
pounds,  which  shall  be  first  paid  after  the  Experiment  is  made  and 
aproved  of.  As  the  whole  may  be  done  for  £2000,  including  the 
£  1200  above.  Seeing  every  Article  that  is  wanted  to  the  operation  is 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  publiok,  and  need  not  first  be  purchased. 

We  will  agree  to  either  of  the  proposals.* 

DE  ^RUSSINB. 
N.  aABBISOiV. 

Novr.  4, 1783. 

No.  2. 

The  Second  proposition  is  to  ba  understood  in  this  manner.  We 
require  Ihe  Sum  of  £1200  to  be  paid  us  after  the  Experiment  with 
One  Ohevaux  De  Frize  is  OHMJe  &  approved  of. 

We  will  not  charge  ourselves  with  the  whole  operation  then.  The 
whole  may  afterwards  be  done  with  facility  &  (Economy.  - 

Our  Experiment  it  is  expeotei  will  not  cost  more  than  2S 
Guineas,  and  will  be  made  in  half  a  Day. 

DEBRU8SINE. 
N.  GARRISON. 
'   Nov.  1783. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIII.;  p.  745. 
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-       No.  8. 

By  our  finitpMfxitttion  w«  raquirad  tk»  aoin  of  £4000  payable  tt 
-^xmUei  in  iho  same. 

^y  the  second  we  required  £1200  payable  after  the  Expenmettt 
with  One  Obevanz  de  Frize  was  made  and  approve^  of  aooording 
to  which  we  are  confident  the  whole  Ezpenoe  would  not  l^  abovo 
£2000.  • 

The  diffisraiea  beMoea  Ihe  first  ft  2bdpropoaaI  iieoDsiderabley  for 
this  reaaoB.  The  first  is  in  proportion  to  the  Ezpenoe  /isque  and 
Trouble,  which  would  be  considerable  having  all  to-purohase  ourselves. 

By  the  2d  we  have  no  Ezpenoe,  risque,  &  but  little  Trouble  n 
the  Ezperiment  would  soon  be  made,  aiid  tfaeii  oootinned  aaGpn^dl 
might  direct  which  with  a  proper  oeconomy,  we  aire  confident  will 
not  cost  above  £2000.    Including  the  £1200  we  required, 

For  the  above  reasons  we  cannot  deviate  from  the  first  proposals 
of  £4000. 

But  to  satisfy  Council  of  our  eoufidenoe  &  Integrity,  as  we  are 
convinced.  That  it  is  the  only  In&lible  plan  that  ^aa  be  adc^ied,  & 
the  least  JSzpensive,  We  will  engage  to  make  the  Ezperiment  for 
y20  Guineas,  and  to  conclude  if  Council  think  proper  and  give  nam 
wridng  we  will  divulge  our  plan,  If  they  disaprove  it,  it  is  void/Iif 
they  approve  it  the  Money  snail  nevertheless  not  be  paid  till  after 
the  Szperiment  b  made  and  approved  of.  And  one  of  the  2  persons 
will  agree  to  continue  the  operations  till  it  is  finished  which  the  other 
cannot  do  so  convenicBtly  perhaps  on  aocouut  of  his  situation. 


DE  BRUSSINB, 
N,  GARRISON. 


The  Honbl.  the  presidents  Council. 
Not.  11th  1788. 


Gov.   Harrisoh,  of  Virgikia,  to   Prbs.   Diokikso*.-^ 
Boundary,  1783. 

Yirginia,  Richmond, 

In  Council,  November  lOtb,  1783. 
Bir, 

I  have  not  been  able  to  answer  your  i^xeelleney's  favor  enclosing 
Hie  MKAfM&DB&l  your  assembly  respecting  the  bodudair  line  be- 
tween the  the  two  States,  for  want  of  the  determination  of  the  Conri- 
missionen  appointBd  pn  behalf  of  this  State,  who  all  live  at  a 
distance  from  me.  I  have  at  last  obtained  their  promise  to  under- 
take  the  work,  and  to  cuter  into  a.  correspondence  with  your  Com- 
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miflsioners,  and  with  them  to  fix  od  the  time  and  plaoes  of  meeting. 
The  gentlemen  appointed  are  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  Madieoni  the 
Beverend  Mr.  Rohert  Andrews,  the  hononrahle  John  Page,  and 
.Mr.  Thomas  Lewis*  Yonr  ezeellency  will  pleaae^to  notify  their 
appointment  to  joor  Commissionersi  and  give  them  raulaer  insti^a^ 
tiona. 

I  am^  with  sentiments  of  the 

most  perfect  respect  and  esteeiP;  Sir^ 
•f '  '  XoQt  most  obedient  and  moat  hnlbbl^  servatiti 

'  •        ^  BENJ.  HARRISON. 

JOirecUdf 

Hia 'Excellency,  President  BiekinsDil. 


(Copy.) 
PROCLAMATIOK  OF    GOVBRNOK  OF  COKmsCTICUT,  1788. 

By  His  Bxoellency  Jonathan  Trnmhall,  Esq**,  Gov  and  Com'- 
mander  in  Chief  in  and  oyer  the  State  of  Gonneoticnt. 

Whereas^  the  Lenslatore  of  this  State,  by  their  Resolation  passed 
M  thdir  sessions  hoTden  at  New  Haven,  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
'October  last,*  have  declared  that  this  State  has  the  nndoabted  and 
exclusive  Right  of  Jurisdiction  &  preemption  to  all  the  Lands  West 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  &  east  of  the  River  Mississipi,  &  ex- 
tending throughont  from  y«  Latitude  41^  to  Latitude  42^  2  north, 
by  virtue  of  the  Charter  granted  by  King  Charles  the  2^  to  the  late 
Colony,  now  State  of  Connecticut,  bearing  date  the  23'  day  of 
April,  Anno  Domini,  1662,  which  Claim  and  right  they  are  deter* 
mined  to  assert  &  maintain.  — 

I  do  therefore  at  the  desire  &  Request  of  the  s*  Legislature,  here- 
J)y  pabUshf  proclaim  aad  makeknowo,  thia  tbetr  Resolutftpn, , asser- 
tion &  declaration,  to  all. people  whomsoever  it  may  concern — And 
I  do  also,  by  this  my  Proclamation,  strictly  forbid,  all  persons  what- 
ever from  entering  upon,  or  settling  within  the  Territories  so 
claimed  &  asserted,  without  especial  License  &  Authority  therefor 
first  obtained  from  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  this  State — as  they 
would  wish  to  avoid  the  pains,  penalties  &  forfeitures  to  which  they 
onay  in  such  Casis  expect  to  be  exposed. 

.    Giyen  under  my  band  and  Seal,  at  Lebanon  in  the  State  of  Coii^ 
Jb^tiottt;  this  15th  day  of  Nov',  A.  D.,  178^. 

'  (signed,)        JON.  TRUMBULL. 

*  Seepage,  116. 
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Gov.   JoK.   Tauhbull  of   Oonn.  to  Pbbs*  .Dickivsov, 

1783. 

Lebanon.  15th  Novemberi  1783. 
Sir, 

The  enoloscd  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  passed  in  their 
Sessions  holden  at  New  Haten  In  Ootr.  last,  wbioh  I  have  the 
Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ezoellency,  will  shew  the  disposition  of 
this  State  towards  their  friendr&  Brethren  who  are  settled  on  the 
Territory  of  the  Susquehanna,  so  long  disputed  between  this  State 
&  that,  of  Pennsylvania;  whose  suffierings  &  Condition  under  your 
State,  siboe  the  Deoree  -of  the  late  Board  of  Commissioners,  for 
defeniiiQiug  the  said  disputed  claim,  appear,  if  truly  represented  to 
us,  to  be  very  singular  &  extraordinary,  and  have  tended  to  exeife 
the  Commiaseration  of  their  friends,  as  well  as  to  produce  a  deter- 
mination in  the  Legislature  to  give  them  all  the  aid  &  Support  in 
their  power. 

Mr.  Sherman,  who  does  me  the  favor  of  conveying  this  to  your 
'Excellency ;  and  who  is  going  on  to  Congress,  with  whom  he  is 
instructed  to  give  to  these  unhappy  People,  all  the  aid  in  his  power, 
being  fully  posessed  of  the  Subject,  as  well  as  of  the  views  &  Deter- 
minations of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  respecting  the  same 
will,  if  you  please,  confer  with  you  fully  on  the  matter;  and  prevonta 
the  Trouble  of  a  particular  Detail  from  me. 

.  I  beg  leave  therefore,  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  Mr.  Sherman 
for  any  fiirther  Information  which  you  may  be  disposed  to  xeceivb 
.relative  to  this  subject. 

With  much  jELespect  &  Esteem 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Sir,  Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JON-  TRUMBULL. 
JHrededf 
His  Excellency,  Jno.  Dickinson,  Esqr. 


Sbc'y  Armstrong  to  Michabl  Huffkaolb,  1788. 

P-,  Nov' 15^  1783.    ' 
D'Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  }6^  Ult.,  has  been  received. 

The  licentious  disposition  jiseovered  in  Manellan  Township  is 
not.  a  Uttle  alarming;  &  in  the  Opinion  of  Council  requires  an 
oarly  and  vigorons  correction. 


1 
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Upon  the  receipt  of  this,  you  will  therefore  assemble  the  Magis- 
.traoy  of  th^t  part  of  the  County  &  with  them,  adopt  the  most  eft- 
oient  measures  to  inyestigate  the  business  &  enforce  the  laws. 

J.  ABM8TB0N0, 
jr.  8eo^. 
,J)irected, 

Mich>  Hu&agle;  Esq',  Tj*f  of  Westmorland  Gountj. 


Gov.  T&UHBULL  TO  PrS6.  DlCKJ^BOS^  1783. 

LeBanon,  U^  Noy'y  1783. 
'8ir, 

I  faaye  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  several  Acts 
'and  Bflfiolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  together  witd 
my  Proclamation  in  Consequence  thereof,  respecting  their  Claim  to 
the  Wecrtem  Lands,  comprized  under  the  Uharter  of  this  State, 
granted  by  King  Charles  the  second,  as  well  those  comprehended 
under  the  Susquehanna  purchase  as  those  still  further  West,  as  fa^ 
as  the  Biver  Missippipf. 

The  Decision  in  the  Case  of  the  disputed  Territory  between  thi^ 
'State  and  that  of  Pennsylvania,  was  not  only  very  unexpected  tp 
the  LegisUtare  of  this  State,  but  from  some  Circumstances  appears 
to  them  very  sin^lar  indeed,  ai)d  such  as  calb  for  their  fhrlher 
prosecution,  and  in  which  they  hope  to  produce  such  Documents,  as 
shall  obtain  the  further  interposition  of  Congress.  But  singulaib 
and  unexpected  as  the  decision  has  been,  the  subsequent  sufferings 
&  Condition  of  the  People  who  have  been  settled  under  the  Claim  & 
purchase  of  Connecticut,  whose  circumstances  entitled  them  to  the 
Commisiration  &  patronage,  rather  tban  the  Bigor  of  the  State  of 
Pemlsylvania,  appears,  if  truly  represented,  to  have  been  still  more 
extraordinary,  and  have  excited  the  Pity  of  their  friends  in  this 
State,  as  well  as  the  determination  of  the  Legislature  to  a£^id  them 
all  the  aid,  support  and  proteotion  in  their  roWer.  The  Delates 
from  this  State,  who  will  attend  in  Congress  this  Winter,  having 
been  present  in  our  Oeneral  Assembly  when  the  inclosed  Besoln^ 
tions  were  passed,  and  therefore  fully  possessed  of  the  Subjeotj  and 
as  they  are  directed  to  agitate  the  Matter  in  Congress,  it  u  un- 
necessary for  me  to  enter  into  the  detail;  leaving  the  snbjeet 
therefore  to  their  management  and  submitting  it  to  the  wise  & 
judicious  determination  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be^&e.| 
•        (Signed) 

JOIT*.  TBUMBULL.    ' 
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Bbsolutiov  of  Coxtkcil  of  Ceksoks,  1783. 

la  the  Coancil  of  Cenaoni, 

Nov  21'*,  1783. 

That  the  Supreme  Ezeeative  Cotiiicil  be  reanested  to  famish  the 
t/oancil  of  Censors  with  their  Minutes  since  their  Revolution. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  BOa^  . 


BxsouTTiOK  OF  AssEHBLT—PuBLio  Rsjoiomed,  1783. 

State  of  PetiajltttniEy  In  Oeneral  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  December  2, 1788.— A.  M. 
,   The  report  of  the  committee  read  November  29,  relative  to  the 
preparations  to  be  made  for  public  demonstrations  of  joy;  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  adoptea  as  follows,  (via. :) 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Council  conoerninff  the 
public  demonstrations  <^  joy,  it  may  now  be  proper  to  authonae  in 
this  State  upon  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Unitei 
States  and  Great  Britain,  beg  leave  to  report  as  the  joint  opinion  of 
the  boud  and  your  committee. 

That  a  triumphal  Arch  be  erected  at  the  upper  end  of  High  or 
Hairket  street,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh  streets,  to  be  embeuished 
with  illuminated  paintings  and  suitable  inscriptions;  and  that  some 
fire  works  be  prepared  for  the  oooasion. 

That  such  an  exhibition  in  point  of  elegance  as  well  as  in  regard 
to  the  oonvenienoe  and  safety  of  the  spectaton  will  prove  most 
eenenliy  acceptable;  it  being  intended  there  should  be  no  other 
ulaminations  in  the  oUy  That  these  preparations  may  be  com- 
pleted in  three  or  four  weeks,  and  will  require  by  the  most  exact 
computation  thev  could  at  present  make,  at  five  or  at  most  six  hun- 
ched pounds.    And  therefore, 

Resolved,  that  a  si^m  not  exceeding  six  hundred  pounds,  be,  and  ii 
bereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  ^he  Supreme  Ex- 
eoutive  Council  to  make  public  demonstrations  of  joy  upon  the 
defioitivB  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD,   . 
Okrk  of  the  General  Assemblyi 

For  the  Honorable  the  Soprome  Executive  Council. 

7* 
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Petition  of  Daniel  Drais,  1788. 

To  His  Excellenoji  John  BickiDsoD,  Esqr.y  Presideiiti  and  the 
Honorablei  the  Supreme  Executive  OouAoil  of  the  State  of  Penn- 

The  Memorial  of  Daniel  Drais,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Humbly  sheweth, 

That  your  memorialist  in  the  year  1780,  was  appointed  Collector 
of  the  Taxes  in  Mulberry  &  Upper  Delaware  Wards— That  among 
others  in  his  Duplicate  there  was  the  Estates  of  Abraham  Carlisle 
&  John  Parrook,  Confiscated,  the  Assessments  on  which,  no  one 
wov^d  pay  to  your  Memorialist,  and  as  he  was  obliged  to  account  for 
and  pay  the  Amount  to  the  Wardens,  he  thinks  it  hard  that  he 
should  be  out  of  his  Money  because  the  Estates  are  Confiscated 
And  humbly  Prayeth  to  grant  an  Order  that  he  may  receive  hia 
Money  so  assessed  on  s*  Estates. 

And  as  in  duty,  &c., 

DANIEL  DRAIS  * 

PhUad.,  Oct.  9th,  1783. 
Indarsedf  1783,  December  9th,  Memorial  Daniel  Drais,  Befened 
to  the  Comp^  who  b  requested  to  report. 

J.  ARMSTRONG,  J'.,  S'. 

It  has  been  customary  for  the  agents  of  forfeited  Estates  to  pay 
Ib^  taxes  accrueing  thereupon  where  they  have  not  contracted  with  thai 
the  persons  who  have  leased  the  Estates  of  them  should  pay  the 
taxes  in  addition  to  the  Rent.    The  Agent  could  give  Information  , 
berein. 

De<f  lOUi,  1788.  J.  N. 

r 

Pubs.  Dickinson  to  Gkn,  Washington. — Oongratttla- 
TORY,  1788. 

In  Council,  December  9th,  1783. 
Sir,  . 

.  Your  Return  in  Safety  and  Health  to  this  City,  from  which  you 
first  set  out.oommissioned  to  defend  the  Liberties  of  your  Country, 
and  after  so  successful  a  performance  of  that  High  Trusty  affords  ui 
the  most  sincere  Joy. 

We  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  late  honorable  Peace,  bj 
which  the  Freedom,  Spvereigntv,  &  Independence  of  the  United 
States  are  fully  acknowledged,  their  Territorial  Rights  sustained,  & 
the  Calamities  of  War  terminated. 

When  we  contemplate  your  Conduct  in  every  period  of  the  event- 
ful Contest,  and  the  various  proofs  you  have  exhibited  of  your  Love 
fop  yoUr  Fellow  Citisens,  our  Minds  are  filled  with  sentiments,  which| 
we  are  convinced  you  would  xather  deserve,  than  have  expressed — ^if 
they  could  be  expressed. 

•  B«e  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XHI.,  p.  704. 
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Tbey  are  Sentiments;  sir,  representing  jon  in  sooh  a  Light  to  ns; 
that,  ardently  wishing  yon  every  Hsppiness  of  this  Life^  we  feel 
ofarseWee  equally  moved  by  Daty  &  Affeetion  to  beseech  the  Best 
and  Greatest  of  Beings  in  his  good  time  to  bestow  npon  yon  all  the 
Felioittes  of  that  to  come. 

When  I  thus  eommanicate  the  sense  of  Oonnoil,  I  rejoice  in  the 
opportunity  of  testifying  with  how  perfect  an  Bsteem 
I  am.  Sir, 

your  Ezoellenoy's 

most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON* 
Directed^    His  Excellency,  General  Washington. 


General  Washington's  replt  to  Council,  1788. 

To  His  Ezcellencyi  the  President;  and  the  Honorable  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensilvania. 
Oentlemeni 

I  am  duly  affected  by  the  vrelcame  reception  I  have  met  with  on 
my  zetum  to  this  City,  and  accept  with  unnsnal  pleasure  your  oblige 
ingcongratulation. 

But  1  feel  myself  partkularly  indebted  to  yon,  Gentlemen^  for 
that  delicate  sensibilityi  which  hath  spared  my  feelingSi  and  by 
■uppressiog  your  sentiments  of  my  conduct,  placed  it  in  but  too  fair  a 
point  of  light. 

It  is  from  a  heart  overflowing  with  gratitude  for  your  past  assist- 
ance and  present  politeness,  that  I  reciprocate  all  your  beneyoleni 
wishes. 

While  my  fiirewell  blessing  thus  attends  you,  permit  me  to  give 
this  last  public  testimony  of  the  great  respect  and  esteem  with 
which 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient' 
humble  servant, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
Philadelphia,  lOOi  JW,  1788. 


^&w.  Dickinson  to  Delegates  in  Conoress,  1783. 

In  Council,  December  16, 17138.  *  * 
GTentlemen, 

Tho*  his  Excellency  General  Washington  proposes  in  a  short  time 
to  retire,  yet  his  illustrious  actions  &  Virtues  render  his  Character,  so 
splendid  and  venerable  that  it  is  highly  probable,  the  admiratiQil 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vel.  XIIL,  p.  766. 
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&  Estefiin  of  the  woiU  auij  mike  his  Lifo  in  a  very  ooaeUorabMDe- 

Sae  pvblio,  aa  numbers  will  be  detirons  of  seeing  the  gresil  A^  gfod 
an  who  has  so  eminently  oontiibnted  to  the  Hq)piQe8sof  a  NlUion. 
Bis  venr  senrioes  to  liis  Ooontcy  may  therefore  sabjeot  him  te  Son* 
proper  Expenoes,  unless  he  permits  her  Oratitade  to  Interpol 
.  We  are  perfeotly  aoqaainted  vith  the  DtaiAtorestediiess  k  Gene- 
rosity of  his  sonl.  He  thinks  himself  amply  rewarded  for  aJll  hia 
Labors  &  Cares  by  the  Love  and  prosperity  of  his .  Fellow  Citizens ; 
it  is  tmS;  no  Rewards  they  can  beiitow  can  be  eqnal  to  his  merits. 
But  they  onght  not  to  suflPer  those  Merits  to  be  burthensome  to 
Him^  We  are  eonyinced^  4he  People  of  Pennsylvania  would  regret 
such  a  oonsequenoQ. 

We  are  aware  of  the  Delioaoy  witl)  whieh  this  subject  must  be 
treated ;  But  relying  upon  the  Qood  sense  of  Congress^  We  wish  it 
may  engage  their  early  attention. 

We  also  earnestly  desire  that  Congress  may  as  soon  as  i>DS8i]i>le 
^deliberate  on  the  Measures  to  be  adopted  for  remedying  the  Mischiefs 
that  may  arise  from  the  late  British  (>Dmmercial  arrangements. 

Anotner  Point  of  vast  Importance,  we  are  anxious  to  have  speedily 
ft  finalhr  concluded :  and  thai  is  the  Oesston  of  the  Western  Lands 
&the  Disposition  of  them  for  the  Common  Benefit  of  the  United 
States. 

We  apprehend  very  unhappy  Effects  from  any  Delay  attending 
the  adjustment  of  that  Business. 

'    It  is  the  peeuliar  Interest  of  this  State  to  have  all  the  Steps  takea 
as  soon  as  possible  for  the  proposed  Treaty  with  the  Indians. 
'    On  these  Heads,  &  on  treitj  other,  of  which  it  may  be  for  the 
Benefit  (^  this  Commonwealth  to  bb^ad vised,  we^hoald  be  gkd  to 
reoeive  regular  &  full  Intelligence. 

lam  with  great  Esteem, 

Oentlemen,  your  most  obedient  sewt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Directed f 
The  Honorable  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvaniajn  Congress. 


JosBPH  Wilson  to  ConNCiL^i-rJod.  Doajtb,  178& 

Frederick,  County,  Maryland. 
15fli  December,  1780. 
Oeatleeieni  . 

Please  to  pay  John  Eleinhoff  the  Ballance  of  the  Cerftifioate  for  | 

taking  Joseph  Doane  if  so  tanoh  money  has  come  Into  ihitt  Tteaanry 
{f  so  much  is  not  come  in  please  to  deUyer  the  Certificate  to  him  fiial  . 

deducting  the  One  Hundred  pounds  I  have  reoeiyedol  tk    Ibt 

*  8ee  answer  oo  page  196^ 
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Certificate  I  leflbin  the  Hands  of  the  Hon.  Vice  president  ontill 
Joseph  Poa&e  shoatd  Im  brooght  to.  Philadelphia. 

am  Gentlemen  your  Honble.  Serrt. 

JOSEPH  WILSON. 
Direeiedj 

To  the  Honble.  the  Supreme  EzcQative  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

I  hereby  Certify  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  John  KKne- 
boof  and  Believe  that  he  is  Properly  authorized  to  Receive  the 
money  for  Joseph  Wibon  and  I  will  be  security  for  the  same. 
'    Philad.  7th  January  1784. 

JAMES  BARR. 

I  hereby  Certify  that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Mr^  John  Kleni- 
hof  and  beleieve  be  is  properly  autboriaed  to  Receive  the  Money  for 
Joseph  Wilson  as  Mentioned  in  this  order,  and  will  be  security  for 
the  same. 

Janr.  7th.  1783. 

R.  McALESTER. 


Bbsolution  of  Council  of  CiENdoES,  1783. 

In  the  Council  of  CensorSi 
Deer.  18th  1783. 
Resolved; 

That  in  order  to  defray  the  Contingent  Expeneee  of  Council,  the 
PreMent  request  the  honorable  the  Sapreme  Executive  Council,  to 
draw  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds, 
in  favor  of  the  Secretary  of  this  Council,  he  to  be  accountable. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

JOHN  ROSB^  Asst.  Secry. 


FrBB.  a.   MXTHLfiNBSRa  TO  PbES.   DICKINSON,  1763. 

Coundl  Chamber^  Dec.  18th,  1788. 
Sir, 

Pursuant  to  the  inclosed  Resolution  I  am  to  request  your  Excels 
lenoy  &  the  supreme  executive  Council  to  draw  an  Order  on  the 
^^essurer,  for  the  sum  of  £1W^  in  favor  of  the  Secretary  of  this 
Council. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  k  very  humble  Servt., 

FRED'K  A.  MUHLBNBBRO. 
Diredtdf 
His  Excellencyi  the  Preside 
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Council  to  Agents  of  Confiscatsd  Estatbs,  178S. 

fieoretarj'8  Office,  PhiladelphiA^  December  2l8t|  1788. 

Gkntlemen, 

I  bave  tbe  directions  of  Council  to  oommnnicate  tbe  following 
order.  Vis :  tbat  the  different  Agents  of  confiscated  property  be 
called  npon  to  make  an  immediate  &  correct  report  of  all  the  estates 
confiscated  in  their  respective  Ooanties : — ^specifying  such  as  have 
been  sold  $  the  other  proceedings  which  have  been  taken  npon 
them. 

I  am  Oentlemeni 

with  much  Respect^ 
your  obed.  serv*, 

JOHN  AEMSTRONQ,  Jr.,  Secy. 


Pros.  Dickinson  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

As  the  Peace  Establishment  will  probably  be  very  small,  we 
should  be  glad,  that  Measures  might  speedily  be  adopted  for  having 
Care  taken  of  the  aitillery,  arms,  &  ammunition  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  no  better  mode  can  be  devised,  than  to  have 
them  divided  in  just  proportions  among  the  several  States.  If  that 
shall  be  the  Determination  of  Congress,  we  doubt  not,  but  you  will 
require  an  account  of  those  articles  that  have  been  deposited  in  any 
particular  States. 

General. Washington  in  his  Circular  Letter,  reconUnended,  that 
the  same  arms  should  be  established  throughout  the  States.  We 
shcmld  be  glad,  if  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  take  that  Point  into 
Consideration. 

.    These  subjects  seem  to  be  enforced  by  the  first  Cirenmstanoes  we 
have  mentioned. 

We  wish  soon  to  receive  authentic  Intelligence  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty,  and  of  the  Ratification  when  made. 
I  am  with  great  Esteem  Gentlemen, 

yoor  most  obedt  h'ble  servH, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Philadelphia,  December  29th,  1783. 
Directed, 

The  Honorable,  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Dex^sgatss  in  Congress  to  Council,  1788. 

GenUemeiii 

We  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  yonr  instnio- 
iions  dated  the  16th*  Decemberi  1783,  to  which  we  shall  pay  par- 
ticular attention.  The  first  part  of  the  instructions  which  relates  to 
his  Excellency  General  Washingtoni  *'  whose  illustrious  actions  and 
Virtues  render  his  Character  so  splendid  &  venerable''  will  engage 
our  earUetft  notiqe;  but  we  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  the  Desire  of 
Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council,  that  the  Delegates  of 
Pennsylvania  should  propose  in  Congress,  that  an  allowance  be 
made  to  The  General,  k  what  that  allowance  should  be.  Whether 
the  Grant  of  a  Sum  of  Boney  as  a  compensation  for  the  ^eat  per- 
sonal Sacrifices  he  has  made  to  the  Public  or  whether  an  annual  sum 
to  indemnify  him  for  Ezpenoes  which  may  arise  in  future  from 
the  particular  Situation  he  must  be  in.  Whatever  your  Excellency 
&  Honors  may  direct  on  this  Head  shall  be  most  punctually  com- 
plied with. 

Congress  consisting  of  only  Seven  States,  cannot  take  up  at  this 
time  any  of  the  important  Subjects  which  are  contained  in  your 
Instractions ;  so  soon  as  Nine  States  appear,  we  will  press  for  the 
Discussion  of  them,  and  give  you  every  material  information  relate 
ing  to  them: 

The  inclosed  paper.  No.  1^  is  a  tranioript  of  the  Journal  of  Con- 
gresSj  commencing  the  13th,  and  ending  the  27th  of  December. 

No.  2,  is  a  copy  of  a  Report  from  the  Snperintcndant  of  Finance, 
on  an  Extract  from  the  Votes  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania 
relative  to  the  mode  fixed  by  the  House  for  the  settlement  of  Publio 
Accounts.    The  Report  is  in  the  Hands  of  a  Committee. 

No.  8,  is  a  copy  of  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  Assem^ 
bly  of  Maryland  in  Consequence  of  the  Restrictions  lately  imposed 
on  the  American  Commerce  by  Great  Britain.  Virginia  has  passed 
an  Act  similar  to  the  Maryland  Act. 

'  Congress  have  received  many  Letters  from  their  Ministers  in 
Earope,  but  as  they  consist  principally  of  steps  taken  by  our  Minis- 
ters in  their  Negociations  for  Peace,  &  of  conversations  of  a  secret 
Nature,  which  they  have  had  with  the  Ministers  of  some  European 
Courts,  we  are  not  at  Liberty  to  copy  them  for  your  Inspection. 

We  do  not  recollect  any  thing  of  Importance  before  Congress  at 
this  dme  except  what  we  have  inclosed.  Colonel  Franks  has  been 
employed  by  us  to  copy  the  papers  sent  herewith,  if  we  are  to  per- 
Bue  the  plan  of  sending  to  you  Copies  of  all  papers  which  we  may 
believe  necessary  for  your  inspection,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  engsge 

*  See  page  151. 
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him  or  some  other  person  to  do  that  Business.  But  as  we  have  no 
Authority  to  promise  an  allowance  for  this  servioa,  we  request  Your 
Exoellency  and  Honors  to  give  ns  an  Instruction  on  this  Suhjeot. 

^e  are  with  the  highest  Respect^ 

ft  Ibteeol,  Your  Bzoelleaoy'^B 
ft  Oounoila  Obedient  humble  Serrts., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 


EDW.  HAND, 
CAD.  M0RBI8. 


Annapolis,  30  Deoember,  1783. 


DSLBOATBS  IN   OONGRVSS  TO  PRBS.  T>lOKTBBOVj  1788. 

Annapolis^  30  Deceinberi  1783. 
Sir, 

A  Question  of  sreat  Importance  has  been  debated  in  Congress; 
and  will  probably  be  renewd  in  a  Day  or  two.  It  is  Whether  Seven 
'States  in  Congrea  assembled  are  competent  td  a  RatiftccUion  of  the 
Definitive  Treaty, 

On  this  Point  we  request  a  positive  Instmction  Arom  Council. 

It  may1>e  proper  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Qentlemeft 
who  made  &  seconded  the  motion  for  a  Battfication  by  Seven  States, 
alleged  <'  That  Congress  consisting  of  Nine  States,  viz. :  Massa- 
^'chusets,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
*'  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia  ft  N*  Carolina,  did  on  the  29tli 
^'of  October  last,  at  Princeton  suthorise  and  instruct  their  Minia- 
/'  ters  at  Paris,  to  make  the  Preliminary  Articlas  a  Definitive  Treaty 
f'  of  Peace.  That  Nine  States  having  declared  what  Articles  ahoold 
ff  constitute  the  D^nitive  Treaty ;  and  the  Treaty  being  framed  aor 
'<<  cording  to  their  Declaration  ft  InstmotioBs,  It  may  now  be  rati* 
f^fied  by  Seven  SUtes.  That  there  is  no  Probability  that  Nine 
/^States  will  assemble  in  time  to  ratify.  That  admitting  the  Qaet- 
"  tion  to  be  doubtful  it  would  be  the  Bzeess  of  bad  policy  to  risque 
f^  a  Renewal  of  the  War,  by  delaying  the  Batifioation  of  it.  That 
V(  the  last  article  of  the  Treaty  declares  it  shall  be  ratified  and^  ex* 
f^  changed  in  Six  Months,  or  sooner  if  possible.  That  only  suty 
^^  Days  now  remain  for  the  Ratification  ft  Exchange  |  whioh  last 
i^  must  be  made  in  Paris  or  Lond(Mi. 

.    These  are  the  principal  Argomenta,  whioh  have  been  advanced  bj 
the  Gentlemen  who  press  for  an  immediate  Ratification. 

We  need  not  inform  your  Excellency  how  necessary  the  Instmo« 
tions  of  Councik  on  this  Qaestion  are  to  us.    We  shall  endeavour 
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to  deky'the  DetefmlDatkm  of  Congress  utitill  we  ret^vean  MSirar 
to  tbjB  Letter  &  are  with  the  highest  Respeot. 
Your  Ezcellenoy  &  Coaofiils 
most  obedient  h^^*  Servaiits, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
CAD.  MORRIS, 
BDW.  HAND. 
The  States  at  present  represented  in  Congress  are  Massaohnsetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  &  No. 
Carolina.    Mr.  Foster  of  Newhampshiie,  &,  Mr.  Reed  of.  South 
Carolina. 
J)irectedj 
His  Excell'y,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.^  Philadelphia. 


(This  and  the  following  papers  having  heen  disoovered  since  the 
preceding  were  published,  and  belonging  to  the  Revolutionary  period, 
It  js  deeped  best  to  introduce  them  here  before  enterinr  upon  those 
for  1781] 

Coimcu.  xo  Joseph  Bjeed,  1777* 

PhUad.  23d  July,  1777.t 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  of  your  Letter  of  the  28rd  of  June,*  last  from 
Burlington. 

This  I  communicated  to  the  President  &  Council  without  delay. 
Vhey  have  been  for  two  weeks  past  in  expectation  of  reoeiving  your 
determination  concerning  the  office  of  Chief  Justice,  to  which  they  . 
had  appointed  you;  and  being  at  length  become  anxious  fer  it  they 
order  me  to  remind  you  pn  the  subject. 

It  appears  extraordinary  to  the  Council,  that*  the  Speaker  of 
Assembly  ft  Oentlemen  of  distinction  should  intimate  to  you,  that 
delay  in  your  answar  would  be  acceptable.  When  the  House  wfti 
last  sittbg,  and  especially  about  the  time  of  recess,  many  of  the 
members  at  different  times  pressed  the  propriety  &  need  of  fiUint 
the  Supreme  Bench  of  Juaicature,  upon  the  members  of  Counou 
seperately.  They  spoke  in  the  name  of  their  Constituents.  The 
Council  feel  the  want  of  it  weekly.  Criminals  confined  for  Capital 
Charges  press  for  Ti-ial  or  bailment,  in  many  of  the  Counties,  the 
inferiour  Courts  of  Common  pleas^  cannot  well  proceed  without  the 
tipper  Court,  with  wch.  they  are  systematically  connected  ;  nor  can 
the  benefit  of  habeas  Corpus  be  properly  enjoyed.  Besides  the 
damage  done  to  the  administration  by  the  present  deeripid  condition 
of  the  body  politic  is  extensive  &  mischievous.    The  wishes  of  good 

t  lir*  Beed  attended  ia  GeaopU  on  the  same  day  and  declined  the  office 
mviag  his  veaaoiis  in  writing,  See  GoL  Bee  ,  Vol  XI.,  p.  249,  w,i  ArchiTes 
Vol.  v.  p.  379. 
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X^tisend-iihereforey  the  pnblie  utility,  the  undent  jdesire  of  Oocniml  to 
gratify  the  one  &  promote  the  other,  join  in  asking  yonr  aeoeptanoe 
of  the  important  office  to  which  you  are  oalIed|  without  delay. 
I  am  Sir^ 
^  your  most  obedient, 

and  very  humble  Seryt. 


Remonstrance  op  Israel  Pehbbrton,  &c,,  1777. 

To  the  President  &  Counoil  of  Pensilvania. 
The  Remonstrance  of  Israel  Pemherton  John  Hunt  and  Samuel 
Pleasants. 
.Shewethy  - 

That  Lewis  Nicola  is  about  to  deprive  us  of  our  Liberty  by  aa 
order  from  yoU;  of  which  the  following  is  a  Copy  viz. 

"  In  Council  Sepr.  8, 1777.'' 
'^  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Nicola,  Town  major,  do  take  a  proper 
*^  guard  &  sieze  Israel  Pemberton,  John  Hunt  &  Samuel  Pleasants  ft 
'''Conduct  them  to  the  Freemason's  Lodge  ft  there  confine  them 
''  under  proper  guard  'till  farther  orders." 

''  Bztracts  from  the  minutes.   .    . 

T.  MATLACB:,  Seey."  . 

•  That  We  are  advised  ft  from  our  own  knowledge  of  our  Bights  ft 
,  Privileges  are  assured  that  your  issuing  that  order  is  arbitrary!  un- 
just^ ft  illegal  ft  we  therefore  believe  it  is  our  duty  in  clear  and 
express  terms  to  remonstrate  against  it. 

The  Older  appears  to  be  arbitrary,  as  you  have  assum'd  an  authority 
not  grounded  in  Law  or  Reason  to  deprive  us,  who  are  peacable 
men  ft  have  never  bore  arms,  of  our  Liberty  by  a  military  foxoo, 
when  you  might  have  directed  a  Legal  Course  of  Proceeding ;  un*- 
just  as  we  have  not  attempted  nor  are  chareed  with  any  act  inconsis* 
tent  with  the  Character  we  have  steadily  maintained  of  good  Citiseng 
iBollicitous  to  prompte  the  real  interest  ft  welfare  of  our  Country  ft 
that  it  is  illegal  is  evident  from  the  perusal  ft  Consideration  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Oovernmeut  from  which  you  derive  all  your 
authority  ft  Power. 

We  therefore  claim  our  undoubted  rights  as  Freemen  having  a 
just  sense  of  the  inestimable  value  of  Religious  ft  Civil  Liberty  to  be 
lieard  before  we  are  confined  in  the  manner  directed,  by  the  said 
order  ft  we  have  the  more  urgent  reason  for  insisting  on  this  ou^ 
Right  as  several  of  our  Fellow  Citizens  have  been  some'  Days  ft  now 
kre  confined  by  your  order  ft  no  opportunity  is  given  them  to  be 
beard  ft  we  are  informed  that  it  id  your  purpose  to  send  them  ft  us 
to  a  dbtant  part  of  the  Country^  even  beyond  the  limitr  of  th6 
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'  JarisdioUoii  you  elaim  &  where  the  reeoime  we  are  jostly  ft  legally 
entitled  to,  of  being  heard  &  of  clearing  ourselves  from  any  Charge 
or  saspioion  you  may  entertain  respecting  us  will  be  imptaotieable. 

We  fenrently  desire  yon  may  be  so  wise  as  to  attend  to  the  Die- 
taie  of  Truth  &  Justice  in  your  own  minds  ft  observe  the  precept 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  whom  you  profess  to  believe  in  **  all  things 
^'  whateoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you  Do  ye  even  so  to 
J^  them  Maltw.  7  :  12/'  ft  then  we  have  no  doubt  you  will  Comply 
with  this  just  Claim  we  make,  which  will^be  duly  acknowledged  by 
your  Real  Friends  ft  well  wishers^ 

ISR.  PEMBERTON, 
JOHN  HUNT, 

SAM.  PLEASANTS  * 
Pbilada.  4  9mol777.  ' 


OsN.  Jambs  Pottbb  to  Pabs.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Penns  Valley,  May  3d,  1779.t 
Dear  Sir, 

!  I  have  Just  Received  your  Kind  fiivour  of  the  fourteenth  of  April 
jrou  recommend  the  posting  of  Troops  at  Munoey — there  has  allwa^ 
been  a  number  of  Hartleys  Regt.  posted  at  MuDcey  since  they 
came  to  this  Country  that  pleace,  Jenkinses,  Wioming,  and  Sun- 
bury  are. the  post^  they  have  occupejed.  I  would  be  fond  to  carrey 
on  a  Cornspondance  with  ^nl.  Hand  but  it  will  be  attended  with 
DijSequalty.  I  am  much  obledged  to  your  for  you  good  services  and 
harty  enclination  you  express  too  serve  us  on  the  frunteers  and  for 
your  care  in  sending  me  the  papers.  You  are  pleased  to  inform  me 
i^fjou^  Endeavours  to  get  the  Militia  in  good  order.  I  am  sorry 
my  situation  is  such  that  I  can  be  of  little  use  to  my  Country  at 
present  being  almost  separated  from  the  Rest  of  the  World,  it  is  a 
pity  the  endulgance  shope  too  the  Torreys  has  not  had  a  better 
effect  on  them,  but  endulgence  is  frequently  abused  Except  where 
there  is  some  Generosety  or  Sperrit  and  t|^at  we  must  not  look  for  in 
a  Torrey  as  the  Rdvarse  of  that  was  the  very  cause  of  there  bein|( 
Torreys. 

'  Our  County  has  been  severly  sourged  these  days  past  by  the 
Indians,  by  the  best  accounts  I  can  receive  we  have  had  killed  "and 
taken  Prisnora  about  forty  persons,  the  perticqtcUers  I  expect  you 
will  Receve  befbre  this  comes  to  hand,  the  Militia  of  Col.  Buchan- 
acs  Battalion  of  Cumberland  County  were  ordered  to  march  to  Isrt 
Roberdeau  they  Refused  to  march  aledging  it  was  unreasonable  to 
order  them  out  and  to  have  no  guards  on  there  own  frunteers,  but 
at  the  same  time  Declared  there  willingness  to  guard  the  frunteers 
oposite  to  themselves,  on  my  eonfering  with  Col.  Stewart,  one  of  the 

*  See  CoL  Eeo.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  290.  f  See  VoL  m,  p.  865. 
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of  the  eoiiii)any  to  this  Valley  and  tbe  dther  balf  to  Btonding  ttote 
Vallej  in  Bedford  County^  those  that  weve  for  this  pleaoo  came  hear 
on  the  twenty^ninth  of  April,  and  the  day  before  Ool.  Hunter  aeol 
to  this  Valley  one  officer  and  £fteen  ncn^  of  tboae  thai  weve  ndaed 
in  the  Oonnty  by  BopperacripAionSy  and  yestmUty  uneicpeoCed  eaaie 
Gaptn.  Cerbey  with  hja  Troop  of  Li|;ht  Horn  that  was  ordered  by 
•  the  Board  of  war  in  Feby.  last  to  this  pleaoe.  GoL  Harily  fo  wbift 
Beaaon  I  kno#  not,  got  the  Board  to  Gonntetmand  tb^  Ordera, 
on  Gaplf  Gerbeya  ariyel  hear^  I  aent  tbe  Gnmberland  militia  to 
Standing  Stone  Valley  in  Bedf(9d  Gonnty,  thna  we.  Gol  aapptied 
with  men  after  I  had  the  pleasure  of  keeping  Oarriaon  with  my  family 
alone  for  six  weeks  in  one  of  the  frunteer  Garrisons  of  the  Gonnty, 
and  not  a  man  stationed  on  any  part  of  the  frunteers  of  the  two 
Gonntys  from  Mancey  westwardy  nntill  the  twenty-eight  of  April.  I 
must  confess  I  think  the  Militia  of  Col.  Buchanan's  Batt.  was  not  to 
Bleame  for  Befosing  to  march toafoct  Boberdcan  when  there  was  no 
Guards  on  their  own  frunteers  but  a  few  Inhabitance  shut  up  in  forts, 
and  every  day  liekley  to  OTequate  them,  and  altho'  I  have  always  been 
for  Obedience  to  Orders,  the  Lieutenant's  Orders  to  that  Companey 
Gonndrmg  there  sircumstanoea  were  too  Hard  to  be  compleyed 
with.  Our  people  on  the  frunteers  of  this  County  showea  a  mntcb 
Better  spirrit  and  makes  a  better  atand  than  I  expected.  I  troat  in 
God,  through  his  Bleaaing,  the  ensuing  Gampain  will  giaiit  Beleft^ 
I  am,  dr.  sir,  with  the  most 
nncef  Begard  and  Esteem, 

Your  most  obediant  Humble  servant^ 

JAS.  POTTER. 
'  Directed^ 
'    On  public  aeryice. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  State  of  Pena^ 
aylvania.  In  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Bbodheab  to  Pass.  Bebd,  1779. 

Pittburgh,  May  22",  1779.*  \ 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Enemy  has  done  little  or  no  Dami^e  Ibr  upwards  oi  a  fort- 
liight  past,  except  taking  two  lada  prisoners  in  Salt  lick  Valley. 

My  son  baa  frequently  wrote  me  that  you  assured  him  he  was  to 
retain  his  rank  in  the  army,  which  wmi  my  wish ;  but  having  wrote 
hit  Excellency  to  permit  h^m  to  visit  me ;  I  received  tbe  foUowing 
answer.  It  has  been  the  misfortune  of  many  Officers  in  captivity 
to  have  been  overlooked  by  their  States,  who  had  the  power  of  all 
Begimental  appointments,  which  seem  to  have  been  the  case  with 
Mr.  Brpdhe^.    Had  .l\e  been  appointed  in  the  line  after  so  long 

*  See  YoL  VIL  (age  4Bi. 
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Mib-neiiteiiailiB  of  tliftt  Ooantj,  he  aHowed  thett  to  mftroh  ODe-faalf 
in  absence  from  yon,  I  shoold  not  have  refused  him  the  oppor- 
lonitT  of  paying  yon  a  tkit;  but  as  he  has  not,  ^re  eanitot  be  a 
posflibtlity  of  objection  on  my  part. 

I  freely  oonfesB  that  i  have  not  met  any  thing  of  late,  that  has  so 
mneb  hnrt  my  feelings,  as  the  neglect  shown  to  the  brave  officers^ 
irho,  by  the  want  of  Judgment  !n  some,  nnfortonately  fell  in  to  thtf 
hands  of  the  Bn^my.  And  I  wish  the  president  may  not  be 
ibjanons  to  the  Service. 

Had  any  improper  Gotidnet  on  their  part  been  mafnifested,  it 
wonld  have  justified  a  codnese,  but  I  trust  that  was  not  the  case^ 
and  have  always  understood  that  the  number  of  the  Bneiny,  was  wf 
much  superior  to  theirs,  that  it  would  have  been  imprudent  to  havd 
contended  longer  than  thev  did. 

Oive  me  leave  to  thank  you  in  the  name  of  my  Reg*,  for  the 
ample  supplies,  which,  I  am  informed  are  on  the  road,  for  Uie  officers 
&  Men* 

Inolos^  are  Copies  of  a  Letter  received  from  Major  Yemon,  & 
two  Speeches  from  the  Indians;  I  believe  the  Western  Indians. 
paL9ept  the  Shawneae,  ate  quiet,  ft  that  we  shaU  soon  give  a  floed 
acoount  of  the  Northerns.  The  scarcity  of  provisions  at  Fort 
Lawrens  was  owing  to  repeated  false  returns  of  the  asssist*  Commy. 
there ;  but  I  hope  a  small  supply  which  I  had  sent  them  by  a  ^enf 
!h>uAe,  will  reach  thikt  post  before  it  ig  quite  evacuated.  Wj^en  I 
ahall  raoeive  more  salt  provisions  to  anbaist  the  Gk^rrisons  at  the 
di£Fereitt  advanced  posta^  I  know  not,  bat  every  atep  haa  been  taken 
to  procure  it,  that  appeared  promasing. 

With  the  most  sinoere  regard  ft  Esteem, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  your 
EzooUencies  most 

Obed*  Serv*. 

DANIEL  BRODHBAD, 

Col*  commandg., 
West"  Departm*. 
Directed,    His  Excellency,  Governor  Read. 


DEPOSiTioif  OF  Jambb  ObIiLBbs. — ^Brig  Activb,  1780. 

Jaipe^  Oellers.of  full  agef  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  ft  sailh 
Ihat  Gapt.  tFaequ^len  de^  Bay,  late  Oaptain  of  the  Brig  Active. 
came  to  this  Port,  ft  applied  to  this  Depon^  as  bis  Factor,  thai 
Saving  consulted  this  Deponent  about  his  outward  Cargo,  it  was 
concluded  to  export  Flour  if  they  could  do  it.  That  the  Oaptaia 
applied  to  the  Minister  of  France,  who  recommended  him  to  Mr. 
Hoikcr;  that  he  applied  to  Mr.  fiolker  for  a  Freight,  who  excused 
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hiiiiBelf  as  Hot  banng  Money  to  purtshase  Flour;  that  die  a*  Gaptido: 
aooo  after  observing  a  Schooner  loading  Flour  under  Mr.  Holker'0- 
direotioa,  thougbA  it  hard  that  he  oonld  not  have  a  like  Pritidge  ; 
he  then  applied  again,  offering  Mr.  Holker  to  purchase  Flour  wilk 
his  oWn  Monej  if  be  would  assist  him  to  export  it,  which  Mr. 
Holker  agreed  to,  provided  his  Agent  should  do  the  Business,  & 
the  Captain  to  allow  him  5  ^  0^  on  the  Cargo  of  flour;  that  iW 
Flour  was  to  be  offered  to  the  Agent  of  the  Frenoh  Manne  in  the 
West  Indies  at  the  Market  Price,  but  if  he  did  not  want  it>  theq 
to  be  sold  for  the  Beiiefit  of  the^  Owner,  Mr.  De  Rej;  that  this 
Peponent  was  informed  by  Mona^  Florentia,  Captain  of  the  Polaooa^ 
tliat  he  had  been  adopted  to  submit  to  the  like  Term  on  a  Gaigo  o( 
Flour. 
And  further  Deponent  saith  not,  &o. 

JAMES  OELLERS.* 

Sworn  before  me  this  18  day  of  Nov.  1780. 

PLUNKET  FLE5S0N. 


Chas.  W.  Pbalb,  &o.,  to  Presidbnt  of  Council,  17T9. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  State. 
Hay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

'  We  have  the  honor  to  waft  upon  you  in  behalf  of  a  number  of 
citizens,  with  our  request,  that  your  excellency,  with  the  honorable 
the  council  of  the  state,  will  favor  with  your  presence  on  Monday 
the  fifth  of  July,  the  delivering  an  eulogium  in  honor  of  the  brave 
men  who  have  faUen  in  the  contest ;  as  also  that  you  will  invite,  if 
it  shall  seem  proper  to  you,  his  exeellenov  the  Minister  of  France,  and 
Don  Juan  de  Merailles,  a  Spanish  gentleman  a  resident  in  this  state. 
If  it  may  be  agreeable  to  your  Excellency  and  the  council,  a  band 
of  military  instruments  of  music  shall  wait  upon  your  excellency 
the  council,  and  congress  if  they  shall  attend,  froq^the  state  house, 
and  it  is  submitted  to  your  excellency,  whether  a  company  of  the 
Militia  under  arms,  may  not  be  admitted  to  accompany  the  band. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  in  behalf  of  a  number  of  citiiens,  • 
your  excellency's  most  devoted  and  very  humble  servants, 
.      CHARLES  WILSON  PEALB, 
FRANCIS  BAILEY, 
EDWARD  POLE. 

July  1,  1779. 
Jk/orsecf,  t 

.  1779,  rec^  July  2-«,  From  Charles  Wilson  Pcale,  Fmnds  BailegF 
J^Edward  Pole. 

An  invitation  to  the  President  &  Council  to  attend  at  the  Qermaii 
Cbnroh  to  hear  an  eulogium,  to  be  d'  by  Mr.  Breckenridgcf 

t  See  Vol.  IX.,  p.  10,  88,  180.         f  '^^^  Ealogiam  was  afterwards  printed. 
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CflABUW  W.  PsA^js  TO  Pass.  Bbsd,  1780, 

JuDe  12th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Ever  fond  of  perpetnatio^  the  Kememl)rance  of  the  Worthies  of 
my  timey  as  I  conoeive  it  will  be  a  meatiB  of  ezoitiDg  an  Emnlation 
in  our  Poateritj  to  deserve  the  like  attentioo,  and  mankind  will' 
receive  an  advantage  thereby ;  the  Likeness  being  added  to  th^ 
Bistoric  page,  giving  it  more  force  and  the  Header  more  pleasure; 
with  this  View  I  wish  to  transmit  to  after  ages  the  likeness  of  our 
late  Worthy  President,  The  Bonble  Thomas  Wharton  Esq';  and 
for  that  purpose  would  beg  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble  the 
Executive  Council  to  give  the  portrait  of  that  good  man,  which  I 
herewith  send,  a  place  in  the  Counsel  Chamber.  And 
you  will  oblige  your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  WILSON  PEALE.f 
Dtrecled, — His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Instructions  to  Rev.  James  Finlby,  1783, 

•  ^^ 

The  Oeneral  ABsembly  of  this  State  by;  their  Resolution  of  the 
19ibjofia8t  November  empowered  Council  to  select  &  appoint  one 
er  two  pn)per  persons  to  travel  through  &  reside  some  time  in  the 
Ck>«]iiieB  of  Westmoreland  &  Washington  in  order  by  necessary  Ib< 
foHBatioo  to  bring  overour  deluded  fellow  Citizens  to  a  proper  sense 
of  ihefr  Duty  &  resolved  to  defray  the  necessary  Expenoes.  Thi 
xesokition  relates  to  the  unjust  &  dangerous  Designs  of  soine  persons 
ia  the  Counties  to  separaCe  from  &  ereot  a  new  and  Independant 
State  witluB  the  Charter  boundaries  of  this  Commonwealth. 

We  taking  this  Business  into  our  most  seriousConeideration  unanf- 
BKmsly  agreed  to  appoint  you  to  fulfill  the  Intentions,  of  the  Legist 
iature,  and  are  happy  to  fiad  that  you  consent  to  accept  the  impor* 
taut  Employment. 

We  apprehend  it  to  be  their  sense,  that  you  should  not  on  this 
oceasion  appear  with  any  public  Character ;  and  we  doubt  not  but 
your  Prudence  will  suggest  to  you  the  Reasons,  upon  which  such  a 
Caution  is  founded. 

We  i^ce  great  Relianoe  in  your  wisdom  &  Integrity  but  judge  it 
nay  be  expedient  especially  as  we  understand  it  is  desired  by  you, 
to  express  such  sentiments  as  occur  to  us  upon  as  the  subject. 

The  sot  of  Assembly^  the  Bill  published  for  Consideration  &  our 
pfodaaftBiftionooDtaining  the  late  decree  in  our  &vor;  all  of  them  here- 
with delivered,  niay  hf^  i9se4,  without  exciting  any  notipn  that  yon 
are  employed  by  the  state.  In  like  manner  may  be  urged  the  final 
acceptance  of  the  Decree  by  Congress  without  the  least  £xception  th6 

t  See  YoL  ¥111,  p.  819.  Where  is  this  portrait?  It  is  not  to  be  found 
atpreaBnit. 
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BobmissioB  of  the  Tnhabitaiite  settled  under  IheCoBiiMlGovlCIum  ft 
the  AokaowledcemeBt  of  oar  Right  by  the  State  of  Virginia. 
From  these  Facts  &  from  &e  undispated  Judgement  of  the 
United  States  the  Right  of  Penasjivonia.  to  all  the  Lands  witfiinf 
her  Charter  BoandarieSj  &  her  Jurisdiction  over  them  may  ft 
earnestly  be  insisted  on  as  universally  confcst. 

From  hence  arises  a  strong  argument  araiinst  the  Injnstiee  and 
Wickedness  of  an  attempt  to  dismember  a  State  bv  Faction,  Sedition 
4r  violence,  an  offenoe  of  a  deep  Dye,  ft  highly  displeasing  not  only 
to  all  good  men,  but  unqnestionably  so  in  the  sight  of  out  righteous 
Creator.  The  Contempt  with  which  their  late  appUcation  to  Con- 
gress has  been  treated  by  that  Honorable  Body,  is  a  strong  Evidence 
now  wild  ft  iniquitous  such  a  project  appears  to  be. 

This  offence  is  rendered  the  more  heinous  when  it  is  remembered 
with  what  Carefulness  ft  at  what  a  great  Ezpence  Pennsylvania 
bath  attended  to  the  protection  ft  Comfort  of  our  Fellow  Citiiena 
on  the  Western  frontier,  so  that  she  now  labours  under  a  heavy  Debt 
incurred  for  their  Defence,  as  also  for  freeing  them  from  the  Burthen 
of  proprietary  Demands.  The  People  to  be  thus  addressed  niust  be- 
eonsoious  how  slight  their  Contributions  have  ever  been  to  the  pob- 
lic  expenditures. 

There  is  no  Reason  to  doubt  but  that  this  l^rotherlj  affeettoD  ft 
kindness  on  our  part  Will  be  continued  ft  encreased }  and  meaaorea 
be  devised  for  conveying  to  them  all  the  Kessings  of  a  regular 
Civil  government,  in  the  manner  easiest  ft  efaea^st  that  on  be 
possible  for  them.  The  usual  Business  of  each  Oonnlj  <mi  b4 
transacted  within  itaelf,  without  inoontenienee  and  the  TfM  ef 
Causes  in  the  Supreme  Court^  a  Resort  so  very  useftil,  can  be  had 
irithout  great  trouble  or  Expenee,  by  the  Cirouil  of  the  Judges. 
Attendance  of  members  in  assembly  is  defrayed  by  the  stsrte. 

The  Benefits  that  must  be  derived  to  all  the  OitiBena  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  her  continuing  to  hold  her  just  Charter  extent,  ft  by  thna 
Sundering  her  as  respectable  and  powerfol  as  mn  be,  are  nany  ft 
^  very  valuable,  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Dangers  ft  misohiefe  that 
bust  result  from  oontraeting  her  Bounds,  ft  lemoning  her  Respecta- 
bility ft  Power,  are  vastly  alarming.  This  observation  wiUreoeive  tha 
more  force,  by  reflecting,  that  we  shall  be  neighbours  to  States  of 
prodigious  S<xtent  and  Influence.  Attempts  of  this  last  kind  must 
DC  foolish  &  criminal  in  Extreme ;  ft  never  can  soeeeed,  nnleas  the 
innocent  ft  unwary  suffer  themselves  to  be  cheated  ft  Imposed  xgpm 
by  a  few  bold,  ambitious,  artful^  a^fisfa,  ft  wicked  men.  Soeh  met 
there  are  in  all  societies,  ft  their  constant  Method  of  proeeeding  is  to 
cover  over  Designs  calculated  to  promote  their  own  Intara*  bj 
Jlimzy  Pretences  of  public  good.  Suoh  teen  who  want  to  make  op- 
portunities for  promoting  themselves  to  Poets  tyf  Honor  ft  profit^ 
must  be  watched  ft  guaHed  against  by  their  honest  FeMow  Citizens. 
Bttoh  men  by  talking  about  a  new  State  mean  new  Offices  to  aoquire 
Power  and  Wealth  for  themselves.    These  Men  are  so  ketto.aU 
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oease  of  ahikme  ft  bo  void  of  every  Prinoiple  of  JiiiBtioey*tImt  they 
aim  to  disliDgQifih  the  westem  frontieis  of  PeniieyWaDia  by  an  in« 
ftmy  of  GoDduot>  of  which  the  world  has  not  yet  afforded  an  in« 
0|aooe«  When  Parts  of  an  Empire  or  State  have  separated  from 
tjle  resty  Si  has  allways  been  on  aoeonnt  of  some  intolerable  Tyrany 
fffaotised  against  them.  Bat  the  Inhabitants  of  our  Westem  Fron- 
tiers have  been  so  far  from  feeling  snoh  Tyranny,  that  they  have 
constantly  been  oherished  &  protected  with  parental  tenderness  by 
the  state.  The  most  ingenious  Innovators  in  that  Gonntiy  cannot 
jnention  a  single  Qrievanoe  canaed  by  the  State,  If  any  Incon- 
venienee  arises  from  their  setdeing  on  the  Frontiers  at  a  Distance 
bouk  the  other  settlementsi  it  was  their  own  voluntary  act — done 
under  public  authority'-*-the  OonsenI  A  protection  of  which  publid 
anthority  was  an  obligation  npon  them  }  and  every  such  Inconve^ 
nience  admits  of  ft  proper  Besiedy  of  which  some  Hint  has  Already 
been  given. 

If  arguments  of  this  sort  are  not  duly  regarded,  it  may  be  added 
with  the  utmost  Calmness  and  Firmness,  that  Pennsylvania  knows 
her  Rights,  the  world  ackuowledges  them,  and  she  is  resolved  at 
every  Hazard  to  maintain  them. 

'  In  the  Coarse  of  the  Measures  she  is  pursuing  a  naoaber  ef  fanve 
men  whose  Courage  &  Virtue  have  been  proved  in  their  Goiintrys 
Cause,  will  become  interested  in  the  Lands  which  are  desuprad  for 
part  of  the  new  State,  who  will  not  suffer  their  dearly  earnea  property 
to  be  torn  from  them  by  chimerical- Pretenders  to  Patriotism. 
I  am  Sir^  with  great  Esteem  and  Eegard, 

Tour  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 

Feby.  6, 1783.  •    '     . 

Directed^  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Finl^  of  Chester  County  his  instructions. 


Inst&uctioks  to  Oapi.  Shbawpsb,  1783. 

Feb.  28, 1783.     ^ 
Oentlemen, 

As  the  OoBtlnental  Troops  have  lately  been  withdr&i^  flrom. 
Wioming,  it  is  by  the  General  Assembly  thought  necessary  for  the 
pretcoiioii  of  the  settlement  against  the  Bavages,  to  replace  the 
Chiaiid  immediately  with- the  two  Companies  of  Angers  commanded 
by  you. 

Yon  will  therefore  eaoh  of  you  directly  march  with  your  respec- 
tive Companies  to  that  Post  &  take  every  proper  Measure  for  main- 
taining the  Post  there,  and  for  protecting  the  settlements.  We  have 
wrote  to  John  Weitsel,  Esquire,  directing  him  to  deliver  the  pro- 
visions contracted  for,  at  Wioming,  instead  of  delivering  them  at 
Fort  Rice  or  al  Captain  Qrays  in  Bnffaloe  Valley  as  was  at  first 

«  See  page  40. 
Vol.  X.— 8 
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iatended.  We  would  have  yoa  to  give  sach  asriBtanee  to  Mr. 
Wietoel  as  may  render  this  alteratioQ  agreeable  to  him.  As  we  con- 
fide  very  much  in  your  Prodeuoe^  we  trust  that  your  Condnot  will 
eufoToe  our  wishes  on  a  Point  of  great  importanee.  It  is  our 
earnest  Desire^  that  the  Inhabitants  settled  at  or  near  Wioming, 
should  he  in  all  fiespeets  treated  with  kindness.  This  we  know 
to  be  the  Desire,  also  of  the  Legislature,  it  being  the  unanimoua 
sense  of  both  Branehcs,  of  the  government,  that  all  Differenoes 
should  be  equitably  &  finally  adjusted. 

We  therefore  expeet  that  you  will  separately  and  together  employ  • 
your  best  Exertions  to  prevent  any  injury  being  done  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants before  mentioned,  &  even  any  Qnarreb  being  entered  into  with 
them  by  the  officers  or  soldiers  under  your  Command ;  and  that  you 
may  oonvince  them  by  your  Care  &  attention  to  them,  that  they 
are  regarded  as  Fellow^Oitixens,  whose  Welfare  &  Happiness  yoa 
sincerely  and  affectionately  desire  to  promote. 

I  am,  &0. 
hdartedj 

1783,  Feb'y  28th.     Message  from  Council  to  Oen*  Assembly 
respecting  the  running  the  line  between  tbb  State  and  Virginia.^ 

And  Instructions  to  Captains  Robeson  and  Shrawder  to  proceed  to 
Wyoming  with  their  Companies  of  Rangers. 


Bbsolutiok  of  Genebal  Assembly,  1783. 

State  of  Pennsylvania^  In  General  Assembly, 

Friday  March  21, 1783— A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  February  17,  on  the  letter  from  his 
Excellency  the  President  of  this  State,  made  report,  which  was  read, 
and  on  motion  and  by  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  second 
^me:  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  President  oi  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
be  authorised  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred  pounds  to  be  applied  towards  the  payment  of  tke 
necessary  repairs  made  and  to  be  made  to  the  government  mansioa 
house. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD. 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 

«  flee  Col.  Bec^  Vol.  Xin.,  p.  619.  522. 
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WMj  Parkbr  to  Pkbs.  DicexksoKi  1783. 

Wa«hington  County,  April  6th,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  ezpectatioD  of  Peace  gave  the  lobahitaDts  of  the  Westera 
Frontiers  hopes  of  being  eased  of  the  calamities  of  war,  at  least  for 
some  time;  out  it  is  our  great  mortification  the  savages  have  began 
anew  their  depredations.  They  took  one  Mrs.  Walker  Prisoner  on 
the  27th  alt.,  on  Bufiblo  Creek,  but  she  happily  made  her  escape. 
This  woman  says  that  two  parties  of  Indians  are  gone  against  the 
Inhabitants.  Two  days  after  there  were  two  men  taken  prisoners 
at  Weeling — the  day  following,  a  man  was  wounded  on  Short  Creek. 
The  1st  of  April  tbey  took  the  Wison  Boioe  and  Family  consisting 
of  eight  persons,  and  a  Man  waa  killed  the  day  following,  near 
Washington  County,  Court  house.  Same  time  two  Indian  Bafts 
were  seen  on  the  Ohio,  between  Weeling  and  Grave  Creek.  In 
short  the  Inhabitants  are  in  the  utmost  consternation  especially  on 
the  Frontiers,  and  unless  timely  relieved^  their  case  must  be  truly 
deplorable. 

The  Commandant  of  Fort  Pitt,  (Col.  Bayard,)  has  generously 
supplied  us  with  amunition,  and  is  ready  to  give  every  assistance 
in  his  power. 

We  are  with  the  great  respect 

Sir,  your  most 

obed*  hum'«  Servants, 

WM.  PARKER, 
JAMES  ALLISON. 

Sub.  L.  W.  C. 


Dorset  Pentecost  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Washington  County,  May  4th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  General  Irwino  has  informed  Your 
Excellency  and  Council  of  the  Early  inrodes  of  the  Savages  this 
Spring,  and  with  what  uncommon  Inhumanity  thev  marked  their 
horrid  murders,  as  also  the  great  success  they  met  with  owing  to  the 
unexpectedness  of  the  stroke.  I  think  in  one  week  they  killed  and 
captured  seventeen  persons,  two  of  which  (vizt.,  a  Woman  and  a  Boy) 
have  since  made  their  Escape.  The  people  ware  so  intirely  easy  umfar 
tibe  Expectation  of  a  (General  Peace  that  these  Butchers  of  mankkid 
met  with  no  kind  of  Obstructioq  in  their  progress,  for  it  is  said,  and 
I  believe  with  truth,  that  tbey  continued  about  the  frontiers  of  this 
County  for  several  days  without  a  single  aeout  persuing  them.. 
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However  they  have  at  Length  left  the  CouDtrj  of  their  own  aooord, 
and  I  have  the  Pleasoie  of  Informing  yonr  Ezoellenov  that  I  have 
not  heard  of  anj  disinrhance  from  them  for  severffl  weeks  past. 
I  am  inelined  to  think  that  those  who  were  amongst  us  was  a  hunt- 
ing party  that  had  heen  out  all  winter,  and  knew  nothing  of  the 
Late  pablick  Transaotions,  or  else  they  are  an  ungovernable  Ban- 
dity  who  came  out  to  rob  &  plunder,  and  intend  to  remove  out  of 
our  wa^,  for  it's  Certain  the  different  Tribes  doth  not  Intend  to 
Prosecute  the  War,  or  the  stroke  would  have  been  more  general. 
How  true  my  oonjectures  are,  and  how  they  may  Correspond  with  the 
sentiments  of  those  who  Pretend  to  understand  more  about  Indian 
Politicks  I  wont  pretend  to  say. 

I  hear  that  Last  Thursday  a  party  of  upwards  of  sixty  men  went 
from  Wheeling  to  take  possession  and  form  a  settlement  on  the 
Indian  side  of  Ohio,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingom^  I  believe  the 
report  is  a  fact. 

I  Expected  to  see  your  Excellency  some  Time  in  June,  but  the 
Indian  rupture  this  Spring  has  heretofore  Prevented  me  from  doing 
a  Job  of  surveying  which  I  came  home  to  attend.  I  have  two 
Surveyors  now  out,  and,  if  they  met  with  no  accident,  wilt  return 
in  about  Six  or  Eight  Weeks.  Soon  after  that  happens  I  shall  set 
out  for  Philadelphia. 

I  will  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  news,  and  to  offer  my 
respects  to  the  Gentlemen  of  your  Honrable  Board,  and  permit  me 
to  assurejour  Excellency  that  I  am  with  sincere  Esteem 
Your  Excellency's  moat 

Obd't  Humb,  Servt., 

DORSEY  PENTECOST. 

P.  S.  This  will  be  handed  your  Excelk  by  the  Rev'  John 
MoMillin,  a  Gentleman  that  doth  honor  to  his  profession,  and  who 
called  on  me  on  his  way  down.  I  prevailed  on  him  to  wait  until  I 
hurried  up  this  scrawl,  being  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  since 
my  return  home. 
♦  D.  P. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Hon'd  by  the  fievd.  Jno.  MoMillin. 


Thomas  Smith  to  Pbss.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Phikda.,  May  24tb,  1783. 
Sir, 

:  By  an  act  of  the  Legislatuie  of  Peftntylvania,  passed  the  Slat  ol 
March  last,  entitled  <<  An  act  for  providnig  the  Quota  of  federal 
Bopplies  for  the  vear  1783,  A  for  the  relief  of  the  Citiiena  of  this 
Stftte  who  have  b^eome  Creditora  ef  the  United  States  of  Ameiiea 
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by  Loans  of  Money  or  other  Modes  of  furnishing  pnblie  supplies/' 
Provision  is  made  for  issoeing  oertain  Notes  whioh  ai^  to  be  put 
into  my  hands  for  the  pnrpose  of  paying  one  yearns  Interest  on  eer^ 
tain  Loan  Offioe  ft  other  Gertifioates  therein  described,  under  certaiu 
limitations  &  jisstiiitions,  of  whioh  your  Ezoellenoy.ft  t)k»  Gouneil 
ftre  eonstiintdd  the  Jndges.  The  pnblio  Oreditors  are  anxious  ts 
avail  themselves  of  the  relief  intended  by  thb  Law,  k  I  wouU 
gkdly  diseharge  my  duty  in  administering  it  in  suoh  manner  as 
will  give  as  iittle  Irouble  to  your  Ezoellenoy  &  the  X/onnoil  aa  the 
nature  and  circuoistaBcee  of  the  business  wUl  admit.  In  order  to 
whioh  I  bes  leave  to  solieit  your  instruetions  on  some  poiuls  oa 
whieh  the  determination  of  your  Ezoelleney  &  the  Cooneil  seem  to 
be  requisite;  &  by  which  instruotions  I  may  be  enabled  to  avoid 
giving  you  the  Trouble  of  frequent  referenoes  of  pardbahr  Oase& 

The  act  direots  that  one  year's  Interest  shall  be  paid  on ''  all 
such  Gertifioates  of  money  loaned  to  the  United  Stetes  or  other 
Certificates  of  Bebte  due  from  the  United  Stetes  liquidated,  asoer- 
tained  &  Certified  aooording  to  the  directions  of  the  United  Stetes 
in  Congress  assembled/'  other  than  for  pay  of  Officersi  &C",  with  a 
proviso,  among  other,  things,  that  sneh  Gertifioates  were  originally 
Issued  '<in  the  name  &  for  the  use  of  any  Person  or  Persons  who  li 
the  time  of  such  issuing  who  or  were,  or  since  have  been  a  Gitiiea 
or  Citizens  of  this  Stete,  &  actually  resident  within  the  same/'  &  if 
any  difficulty  shall  arise  respecting  the  right  of  the  Claimant  to  the 
benefit  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  iDcumbent  on  him  to  produce  the  proof 
necessary  to  esteblish  it ;  &  if  suoh  proof  be  not  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  Loan  Officer,  the  same  shall  he  referred  to  the  President  k 
Council  whose  dhBtermination  &  order  thereon  shall  be  oondusive. 
On  this  Clause  of  the  Act  it  seems  to  be  reouisito  that  general  rules 
should  be  esteblished  &  made  known  that  the  applicante  may  eome 
properly  prepared  in  the  first  instanoe  to  support  their  just  claimS| 
&  avoid  the  trouble,  dissppointment,  &  Vexation  whioh  would  pro- 
9bably  happen  in  numerous  instances  for  want  of  such  information. 

1st.  As  to  the  Certificates  other  than  the  Loan  Office  CertificatoSy 
what  marks  of  authenticity  they  should  bear,  by  whom  they  should 
be  signed,  k  in  what  manner  attested,  to  inUtle  the  bearer  to  receive 
the  In'. 

2dly.  Supporing  this  description  ascertained,  so  as  to  put  these 
Certificates  on  a  footing  with  Loan  Office  Certificates,  then,  as  to 
both^  what  proof  will  oe  necessary;  k  in  what  mode  must  it  be 
ascertained  that  they,  originally  were  issued  to  suoh  persons,  k  in 
such  manner  as  the  Act  requires  to  intitle  them  to  draw  Interest.  . 

By  a  resolution  of  Googress  of  the  10th  Sep',  1777,  it  is  deolared 
that  Interest  at  the  rate  of  6  ^  Ot.  ^  ann'm  should  be  paid  on  all 
monies  which  had  been  loaned,  or  sh^  be  loaned  before  the  first  of 
March,  1778,  k  that  the  Interest  sh«  be  paid  annually  in  Bills  of 
Exchange  at  the  rate  of  Five  Livres  toumois  for  every  Dollar  so  due 
for  Interest.    By  a  subsequent  Act  of  Congress  of  the  28th  Junci 
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1780,  establishing  a  scale  of  depreciation  for  Loan  Office  Certificates, 
the  prinoipsS  of  such  as  are  dated  after  the  1st  Sep%  1777,  &  before 
the  1st  March,  1778,  is  sabject  to  a  certain  depreciation :  <'  Pro> 
vided  nevertheless  that  the  same  Interest  &  mode  of  payment  on 
Certificates  taken  ont  before  the  1st  March,  177di  shall  be  contin- 
ued as  at  present,  nntill  the  principal,  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  ready  to  be  discharged."  The  Act  of  Assembly  in  contempla- 
tion, refers  to  the  Act  of  Congress  as  to  the  value  in  specie  of  the 
Loan  Office  Certificates,  &  as  no  Interest  has  been  paid  on  those 
bearing  date  between  the  first  of  Sep%  1777,  &  the  1st  March,  1778, 
othetme  than  in  Bills  of  Exchange.  I  request  instmotions  whether 
I  am  now  to  pay  the  full  Interest  on  such  Certificates  as  usual^ 
without  computing  any  depreciation  or  not 

I  am  informed  by  the  Treasurer  that  the  Notes  are  ready  for 
delivery,  but  as  it  will  require  time  on  my  part  to  sign  &  prepare 
them  for  payment,  I  request  the  Warrant  of  your  Excellency  to  the 
Treasurer  to  deliver  me  One  hundred  thousand  IXiUars,  that  I  may 
be  enabled  as  early  as  possible  to  pay  the  Interest  due  to  such  of 
the  public  Creditors  as  shall  produce  proper  Vouches,  there  being 
many  on  whose  Certificates  no  doubt  can  arise,  whose  neoessitys 
render  them  impatient  to  receive  such  relief  as  this  payment  may 
affi)rd  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  &  most  hbl.  Serv*, 

THOS.  SMITH,  Com'Contf  Lo.  Office 

for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  ^ 


TflOMAS  Smith  to  Pres.  Dickikson,  1783. 

Philada.,  June  20th,  1783. 
S' 

Certificates  are  presented  for  the  payment  of  Interest,  Issued  iu 
the  names  of  Jer^"  Wadsworth,  Com^^  Gen>^  &  John  Cox,  Q'  M' 
Oenl.,  which  they  received  from  the  Loan  Office  of  this  State  in 
l^y  for  Warrants  of  Congress  in  their  fav',  &  with  which  they  paid 
lor  services  done,  &  for  things  purchased  of  the  Citixens  of  this 
State ;  but  as  those  Oen'n  were  not  Citizens  of  this  State,  ought  it 
to  preclude  the  possessors,  Citizens  of  this  State,  from  receiving 
their  Interest. 

Is  not  Interest  on  Loan  Office  Certificates  Issued  for  the  pay- 
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ment  of  priies  drawn  in  the  Lottery  to  the  Citizens  of  this  State  to 
be  paid  as  on  others. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respeeti 

T"  Bzcellenoj's  most  obed*  serv*, 
THOS.  SMITH,  C  C.  L.  Office 

for  the  State  of  Pennsylvmnia. 
DirtcUdy 

His  Ezcellenoy,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Statb 
of  Pennsylvania. 


BbSOLUTION  of  HoUSB  op  DbLBGATBS  to  YlRQIKIAy  1783. 

In  the  House  of  Delegates, 

Friday,  June  27th,  1788. 

Mr.  Maun  Paffe  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Propositions 
and  Grievanoies  that  the  Committee  had  acoordinff  to  order  had  un- 
der their  consideration  the  Memorial  of  John  Campbell  to  them 
referred  and  had  agreed  to  a  report  and  oame  to  several  resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place  and  afterwards  delivered  in 
at  the  Clerks  Table  when  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  amended 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House  as  followeth  : 

''It  appears  to  your  Committee  by  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Assembly  on  the  twenty-third  of  June,  1780,  that  the  agreement 
made  on  the  31*'  day  of  Augugt,  1779,  between  James  Madison 
and  Robert  Andrews,  Commissioners  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Yir- 

glnia,  and  Oeorge  Bryan,  John  Ewing  and  David  Writtenhouse 
ommissioners  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  be  ratified 
and  finally  confirmed  to  wit. :  that  the  line  commonly  called  Masons 
and  Dixons  line  be  extended  due  West  five  Degrees  of  longitude  to 
be  computed  from  the  River  Delaware  for  the  Southern  Boundary 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  a  Meredian  drawn  from  the  Western  ex- 
tremity thereof,  to  the  Northern  limits  of  the  said  ^States  respec- 
tively be  the  Western  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania  for  Qver  On  con- 
dition that  the  private  property  &  rights  of  all  persons  acquired 
under,  founded  on,  or  required  by  the  laws  of  either  County  rrevi- 
oua  to  the  date  hereof,  be  saved  and  confirmed  to  them,  altho'  they 
should  be  found  to  fall  within  the  other,  and  that  in  the  Decision  of 
disputes  thereupon,  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  elder  or  prior 
right  which  ever  of  the  said  States,  the  same  shall  have  been  ac- 

Jnired  under  such  persons  paying  to  that  State  within  whose  boun- 
ary  their  lands  shall  be  included,  the  same  purchase  or  considera- 
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tion  money  irhieh  wourld  have  been  due  from  them  to  the  States 
nnder  which  they  claimed,  the  right  and  where  any  aneh  paro|iaM 
or  ooneideration  money  hath  since  the  declaration  of  American 
Independence  been  received  by  either  state  for  lands  which  accord- 
ing to  the  before  recited  agreement  shall  fall  within  the  territory  of 
the  other,  the  pame  shall  hd  reciprocally  reftinded  and  repaid.'' 

It  also  appears  that  the  said  John  Campbell  hath  lately  returned 
from  a  captivity  of  three  years,  and  that  from  his  confinement  he 
waa  nuaible  to  aeeare  his  title  to  lands  taken  up  under  the  laws  of 
and  supposed  to  lie  in  this  State,  but  are  said  to  be  within  the 
Territory  ceded  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  which  means  there 
-is  Danger  of  his  title,  to  the  said  lands  not  being  confirmed  without 
the  payment  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  as  that  State  it  is  suggested 
makes  no  distinction  between  the  settlers  on  the  lands  within  their 
Chartered  limits,  &  those  ceded  by  this  State,  That  the  Militia  Offi- 
cers labour  under  Difficulties  from  the  appreheusion  of  suita  being 
commenced  against  them  by  the  Individuals  who  were  called  into 
Militia  service  under  the  laws  of  this  State;  that  a  Judgment  hath 
already  been  obtained  agdnst  L^  Col*  Coz,  for  a  considerable  sum 
on  that  account,  and  that  suits  are  now  depending  against  two 
others  for  the  same  Cause. 

*  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the 
Governor  ought  to  be  desired  to  write  to  the  Executive  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  reminding  them  of  the  terms  of  the  Cession,  as 
contained  in  the  said  Resolution,  of  the  twenty-third  of  June^  1780, 
and  requesting  that  the  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judiciary  Depart- 
ments of  that  state  will  in  all  their  proceeding?  conform  to  the 
spirit  and  intention  thereof: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive ought  to  appoint  a  Surveyor  or  Surveyors  in  conjunction 
with  others  to  be  appointed  bv  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  run 
the  boundary  lines  as  agreed  to  by  the  Commissioners  from  each  state 
at  Baltimore,  in  the  vear  1779,  to  be  binding  on  this  state  in  caae 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall  conform  to  the  Conditions  of  tiie 
8ud  Cession 

Teste,  JOHN  BECELET, 

C.  H.  D. 

1783;  June  27th.    Agrewl  to  by  the  Senate,  Will  Drew,  0.  8. 
A  Copy. 
Teste,  JOHN  BEOKLET, 

0.  H.  D. 
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BioHAED  Hbney  Lbb  TO  P&X8.  DioKorsoir,  1780. 
Biohmond  in  Virgiway  June  Aa  80»,  1789. 

Your  ftyor  of  April  tke  1&*^  did  not  roaoh  me  nniil  abomt  twelve 
days  agOy  at  this  piaoe,  where  I  have  been  attea^ng  the  general 
assemblj  for  two  monthjB  past 

I  should  e'er  this  have  paid  my  lespeets  to  yon,  had  I  not  Waited 
to  see  the  progress  of  the  business  ooneeming  the  unhappy  terrttortal 
dispute  between  our  states.  I  have  now  the  happiness  to  inform 
yon  that  our  LegisUture  hath  oonaented  toeonfirm  the  agreement  of 
the  oommissionersy  interposing  a  few  eonditions  relating  chiefly  to 
quietinff  the  possessions  of  the  inhabitants,  whioh  I  think  your  sUte 
will  find  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to.  The  instrument  of  coi&rmation 
will|  I  suppose,  be  sent  to  you  shortly.  I  must  here  observe,  that 
the  act  of  our  assembly  on  whioh  the  commissioneis  for  adjustinff 
land  claims  exercised  jurisdiction  in  the  disputed  territory,  I  am  weU 
informed,  was  not  the  effect  of  design — ^in  a  general  system,  it  was, 
thro'  inattention,  omitted  to  except  the  country  in  dispute.  It  ten- 
not  surely  be  wondered  at  that  the  Assembly  took  some  time  to  con- 
sider about  confirming  a  measure  of  magnitude,  by  no  means  made 
final  by  the  consent  of  the  commissioner.  I  am  not,  sir,  unac- 
quainted with  the  jealousy  that  you  mention  has  been  entertained 
against  this  state,  nor  am  I  uninformed  that  it  is  without  jast  founda- 
tion and  it  is  surely  the  business  of  every  good  citiien  of  the  United 
States  to  compose  and  extirpate  a  principle  so  malign,  and  which 
nay  produce  such  fiital  consequenees  to  our  union.  VirgjiQia  is  not 
without  its  faults,  bat  where  is  the  State  or  the  Man  that  is  so  ?  I 
hope,  however,  that  our  sister  oommonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  will 
be  satisfied  that  the  pursst  principles  of  amity  and  union  govern  us* 
\  This  assembly  had  once  rejected  the  finance  plan  of  Congress  qt 
the  18^  of  March,  but  the  question  has  been  since  revive^  and  a  , 
bill  ordered  in  for  ita  adoption.  The^bill  is  now  on  its  passagej  and 
we  hope  will  be  finally  consented  to. 

Our  latest  accounts  from  the  southward  inform  us,  that  Lord 
Cornwallis,  with  3,000  men,  was  posted  at  Camden  in  South  Caro* 
line,  with  outposts  above  and  below  him,  having  600  men  at  one 
and,  and  400  at  the  other — that  he  is  collecting  magaaines  of  pre* 
visions  and  oUling  on  the  eoantir  people  of  whom  he  had  taken 
paroles  to  come  in,  [to]  swear  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  bear  arms  against  their  country.  Baron  Kalo  and  Gen. 
Casewell,  when  joined  bv  2,500  of  our  Militisi  now  on  their  March 
to  North  Carolina,  will  have  a  body  of  between  seven  and  eiffht 
thousand  men — at  presont  the  operations  there  are  greatly  retarded 
by  the  want  of  nrovisions,  but  we  expect  to  remove  this  difficulty  by 
the  power  of  a  law  just  passed  for  collecting  the  surplus  provisions 
of  every  family,  grain,  salt,  rum,  &c.,  &o. 

8* 
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The  Bay  of  Chespeake  has  at  this  time  3  frigates  and  six  or  seyea 
miv&teen  in  it^-Uiey  oame  in  pursaing  a  fleet  of  Merchantmen  from 
JBaltimore  and  this  State,  that  had  collected  for  defence  and  were 
goftg  o^t — it  would  seem  that  the  enemy  had  been  adyertised  of 
the  saiUng  of  this  fleet. 

'  liie  generous  exertions  of  your  State  at  the  present  neat  crisisi 
does  honor  to  the  commonwealth  and  its  conneilfl — I  wish  the  exam- 
ple may  inspire^  as  it  onght,  the  rest  of  this  sleeping  union. 

I  beg  my  respeotAil  compliments  may  be  presented  to  the  Ladies 
iof  yoor  Ikmilyi  and  that  yon  will  be  assured  1  am,  with  much  esteem 
imd  regard,  Sir, 

yoor  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  serrant, 

RICHARD  HENRY  LEB. 
'    P.  8.*— I  have  said  that  our  Legislature  hath  consented.  &c. ;  the 
Benate  have  passed  our  instrument  of  confirmation  wiw  a  small 
amendment  that  will  create  no  difference  between  the  houses. 

DtVec^e^*— His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Ifacecntive  Ck)uncil  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia. 

Thomas  Smith  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Phihid%  July  1st,  1788. 

In  the  Letter*  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  Excel- 
lency in  answer  to  my  application  for  instructions  in  executing  the 
duties  required  of  me  by  Act  of  Assembly  respecting  the  payment  of 
Interest  on  Loan  Office  Certificates,  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
say,  respecting  Certificates  bearing  date  the  1st  Sep',  1777,  ft  the 
1st  March,  1778,  that  it  seemed  to  the  Council  that  the  Interest  on 
such  Certificates  should  be  computed  according  to  the  depreciation. 
In  consequence  of  which  I  have  tendered  that  mode  of  computation, 
to  such  holders  of  those  certificates  as  have  applied  ibr  the  payment 
ef  Interest  on  them ;  but  they  are  not  willing  to  acquiesce  in  it 
Some  seem  disposed  to  wait  patiently  till  the  matter  shall  be  more 
niUy  decided  on ;  but  others  are  difiTcrently  inclined,  and  are  rather 
peremptory  in  their  demands  of  the  fall  Interests-Clamours  are 
likely  to  arise.  And  as  I  wish  to  save  your  Excellency  &  the  Council 
l3ie  trouble  of  numerous  applications  on  this  point  from  individuals 
^^I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  more  particular  instructions  con- 
cerning it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Y'  Excellency's  most  obed*  B}  8*, 

TflO.  SMITH,  C.  Lo.  Office 
for  the  state  of  Penns*. 
His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq'. 

*  See  page  168. 
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Moirs.  Mabbois  to  Fhes.  Diceinsok,  1788. 

t 

Fhilftdelphia^  the  19th  Joly^  178S. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  ioform  your  Exqellenoy  that  yesterday 
between  three  and  four  o'clock  a  veasel  arrived  in  this  harbour 
having  French  flag.  She  were  ordered  by  the  Commander  of  the 
King's  Ship  now  in  this  River  (the  Pintado)  to  oome  and  give 
information  according  to  our  naval  laws :  the  Captain  having  not 
Complied  with  the  Order  given,  a  French  Midshipman  went  on 
board,  was  very  insolently  answer'd  and  threatened  to  be  thrown  over 
board;  he  withdrew  &  it  was  not  untill  this  morning  that  I  was  in- 
fonned  the  Vessel  is  an  English  who  took  the  advantage  of  French 
colours  to  be  admitted  here  for  fear  she  would  not  be  received  under 
English  she  has  still  the  French  flag  &  asserts  no  body  will  be  abl^ 
to  oblige  him  to  strike  it.  I  desire  your  Excellency  will  be  so 
obliging  as  to  order  what  you  &  Council  shall  think  fit  in  such  a 
ease  for  this  breach  of  public  faith  and  the  imposition  upon  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania.  For  our  part  we  request  also  the  English 
Captain  be  obliged  to  go  on  board  the  Pintode,  there  to  beg  pardon 
for  the  insult  offered  to  the  French  officers  under  a  false  fliLg  &  that 
he  be  obliged  according  to  the  Laws  of  Nation,  immediately  to 
strike  the  French  flag  be  had  deoeptiously  hoisted.  I  desire  you 
will  be  so  obliging  as  to  let  me  know  what  measures  will  be  adopted 
in  the  case,  that  1  may  give  proper  information  to  Mr.  Prevot  de  la 
Croix,  the  Captain  of  the  King's  Ship. 
I  am  with  respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  humble  & 

obedient  Servant, 

HARBOI3. 


Gov.  Harrison,  of  Virq'a,  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Virginia  Council  Chamber, 

July  28d,  1783. 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  8d  Instant,  came  to  hand  by  the  last  post.  I 
never  had  a  doubt  of  the  rectitude  of  the  l^ensylVania  Government 
or  suspected  their  Intentions  of  infringing  the  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  two  States,  notwithstanding  wlwsh  the  people  who  have 
been  given  up  to  yon  may  be  aggrievd  by  your  Mjajpstrafces  and 
subordinate  Officers,  partiouhir  Instances  of  which  have  been  pointed 
oat  where  Officers  of  MiUtia  have  been  prosoeated  in  your  Courts 
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and  severe  Damages  given  against  them  for  acting  in  conformity  to 
the  Laws  of  this  State  and  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Govern- 
ment, and  1  make  no  doubt  bat  your  Excellency  will  on  enqairy 
find  the  facts  to  be  so.  You  will  excuse  me  for  not  agreeing  with 
vou  that  the  application  here  was  improper,  the  complainants  have 
been  ^iven  up  by  this  State  on  certain  ConditionSi  if  those  Oon- 
ditions  are  not  performed  to  whom  are  the  Sufferers  to  apply  for 
redress  but  to  those  who  gave  them  up,  it  being  altogether  a  pnbKo 
concern  and  not  an  Individual  one,  however  it  is  now  unneeessaiy 
for  me  to  enter  farther  into  the  subject  as  your  Excellency  will  see 
by  the  enclosed  that  the  Assembly  have  laken  np  the  snbjeot  and  I 
beg  the  favor  of  you  to  lay  their  Resolution  before  your  Assembly. 

As  the  happy  period^  for  which  the  running  the  aslrotiomioal 
Line  between  the  two  States  was  postponed  is  now  arrived,  and  it  is 
highly  necessary  there  should  be  a  final  end  put  to  this  BnsinesB 
that  the  minds  of  the  people  may  be  quieted  and  every  man  know 
with  certainty  to  which  State  he  belongs.  I  hope  yon  can  have  no 
objection  to  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  on  your  part  to  do 
the  work  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  with  propriety,  when  yon  favor 
me  with  your  Determination  I  will  take  care  to  have  them  appointed 
on  our  part  and  to  see  that  they  be  provided  with  every  thing  n^oea- 
sary  for  completing  the  Business. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 

perfect  eateem  and  respect 

your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servant^ 

BENJ.  HARRISON". 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson. 


Thos.  McEban,  C.  J.J  TO  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Sir, 

.  Doctor  William  Moland  the  son  of  John  Moland  Esquire  deceased 
was  attainted  of  treason  in  virtue  of  a  Proclamation  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  dated  in  June,  1778.  He  surrendered  himself 
in  August  following,  andjby  the  Advice  of  the  then  Council,  I  admitted 
him  to  Bail  on  the  4th  September,  1778,  with  a  view  to  a  pardon, 
which  hat  not  yet  issued,  owing  (I  believe)  to  his  ease  having  been 
forgotten,  and  to  hia  own  inattention  to  it. 

His  case  was  represented  to  stend  thns;  be  went  into  Phila- 
delphia without  the  permission  or  knowledge  of  Govemnent  in  the 
of  1778,  when  in  possession  of  the  British  Army,   and 


immediately  took  a  passage  for  Antigua  or  St  Ohristopbeva  from 
whence  he  returned  in  the  August  following.    For  this  e<«diiet 
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he  alleged,  that  he  was  redaoed  in  his  circnmstanoes,  and  had 
a  hrothet  hi  the  Weet  Indies  from  whom  he  had  some  expeo- 
tations  of  assistance,  and  therefore  i\ndertook  the  voyage.  He  had 
befbn  this  taken  the  oath  of  allegianee  to  the  State,  and  acted  in 
the  Militia  &o.,  on  the  side  of  his  country,  and  has  done  so  ever 
since,  tho'  he  appears  to  be  rather  an  imprudent  young  man^  and 
perhaps  cared  little  'about  the  event  of  contest 

These  are  all  the  droumstances  I  now  recollect,  relating  to  this 
affair :  he  has  begged  of  me  to  mention  them  to  your  Excellenoey 
and  the  Council,  boping  that  upon  due  consideration  of  all  circum- 
stances, he  may  now  obtain  a  parden. 

I  know  of  no  weighty  objections  to  his  wishes  being  gratified  and, 
from  the  length  of  time  since  the  transaction,  and  the  other  pnblio 
occurrences,  I  am  induced  to  recommend  him  to  the  mercy  &  pardon 
of  Oovernment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

with  great  regard  your  Excellency's, 
&  the  Councirs  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

TPO.  McKEAN. 

Philadelphia,  July  28th  1783. 
Directed^ 

Hie  Exoellenqr  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President,  &c.,of  Penn-  ^ 
sylvania. 


Resolution  of  Assembly,  1783. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly. 
Friday,  August  22d,  1783,  A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  August  19,  on  the  message  from  Council 
dated  August  18  instant,  made  a  further  report  in  part,  which  was 
i^ad,  and  on  motion  and  by  special  order  the  same  was  read  the 
second  time,  whereupon, 

Resolved,  secondly  that  Mr.  Stein roctz,  Mr.  Penrose  and  Mr.  J. 
Morris  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  Council  on  the  subject  of  remov- 
ing the  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the  river  Delaware,  and  report 
thereon. 

Extract  from  the  minuteS| 

J.  SHALLUS,  Assl.  Oierk 
of  the  Qeneral  Assembly. 
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Resolution  op  Genbral  Assembly,  1783. 

State  of  Pennsjlyania  In  Qeneral  Assembly 
Tharsday  September  1783,  A.  M. 
The  report  of  the  oommittee,  read  yesterday,,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  adopted  as  follows,  viz. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Backs;  on  the  subject  of  the  death  of  the  late  Major 
Kennedy,  was  referred,  beg  leave  to  report.  That  in  consideration 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  said  Major  Kennedy  in  a  - 
successful  attempt  upon  a  party  of  robbers,  felons  and  burglars,  in 
which  he  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  the  misfortune,  which  a  wife 
and  tender  offspring  must  naturally  experience  in  his  death^  they 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be 
required  to  pay  by  draught  on  the  treasury  of  this  State,  into  the 
hands  of  the  Executors  or  administrators  of  the  before  mentioned 
Major  Kennedy  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  to  be  divided  in 
six  equal  shares  fbr  the  use  of  his  widow  and  five  children. 
Extracts  from  the  minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Directed^ 
To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Dr.  Hutchinson  to  Pres.  Dickinson — ^HosprrAL, 
1788. 

DrT  Hutchinson  begs  leave  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Presr- 
dent  and  Council  that  the  Hospital  on  State  Island  is  now  in  a  situ- 
ation to  accommodate  the  sick  comfortably,  the  rooms  are  fitted  up 
and  bunks  are  made,  the  Steward  &  matron  are  careful  and  attentive, 
but  bedding  is  much  wanted  and  the  sick  suffer  on  that  account,  the 
expence  for  two  or  three  bolts  of  osnabriffs  would  be  but  trifling,  and 
the  matron  would  make  them  up  into  bed  covers  herself  provided 
they  were  purchased;  16  sick  are  now  at  the  Hospital  &  Dr.  Hutch* 
inson  has  ordered  11  more  down  this  morning. 

Sept.  22d  1783. 
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Ebsolutions  of  Assembly,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylvania^  In  Gkneral  Assembly; 

Monday,  September  22, 1783,  A.M. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of 
the  Pennsylyania  line,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows,  (viz.  :) 

The  committee  from  whom  the  Message  from  the  Supreme  Execa- 
.tive  Oonnoil,  dated  September  9, 1783,*  together  with  the  memorial 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  were  referred,  beg  leave  to 
report: 

That  having  duly  considered  the  Bfessago  and  Memorial  they 
offer  the  following  resolutions  to  the  House. 

Ist.  That  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  the  State,  and  the  Officers, 
to  accept  the  proposed  commutation  in  lieu  of  half  pay — this  House 
does  accordingly  adopt  the  ordinance  of  Congress  as  follows : 
"  By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

«  March  23,  1783. 

''  On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion 
"  of  Mr.  Dyer,  together  with  the  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the 
**  Army,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  thereon,  Congress  came  to 
<'  the  following  resolutions : 

<<  Whereas  the  officers  of  the  several  lines  under  tne  immediate 
"  command  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  did  by  their 
^*  late  memorial  transmitted  by  their  committee,  represent  to  Con- 
^  gress,  that  the  half  pay  granted  by  sundry  resolutions,  was  re* 
'*  garded  in  an  unfavorable  light  by  the  citizens  of  some  of  these 
'<  states,  who  would  prefer  a  compensation  for  a  limited  term  of 
"years,  or  by  a  sum  m  gross  to  an  establishment  for  life,  and  did, 
''  on  that  account,  solicit  a  commutation  of  their  half  pay  for  an 
*<  equivalent  in  one  of  the  two  modes  above  mentioned,  in  order  to 
^  remove  all  subject  of  dissatisfaction  from  the  minds  of  their  fel- 
''low  subjects. 

"  And  whereas.  Congress  are  desirous,  as  well  of  gratifying  the 
"  reasonable  expectations  of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  as  of  remov- 
'Mng  all  objections  which  may  exist  in  any  part  of  the  United 
"  States,  to  the  principles  of  the  half  pay  establishment,  for  which 
"  the  foith  of  the  United  States  hath  been  pledged,  persuaded  that 
''those  objections  can  only  arise  from  the  nature  of  the  compensa- 
"  tion,  not  from  any  indisposition  to  compensate  those  whose  ser- 
"  vices,  sacrifices  and  sufferings  have  so  just  a  title  to  the  approba- 
"  tion  and  rewards  of  their  country. 

"  Therefore  Resolved,  That  such  officers  as  are  now  in  the  service 
"  and  shall  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  the  war  shall  be  entitled 
"  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  years  full  pay  in  money,  or  secun- 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  682. 
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''ties  on  interest  at  six  ^  cent,  per  annum,  as  Congress  shall  find 
''  most  convenient^  instead  of  the  half  pay  promiseafor  life  by  the 
''  resolation  of  the  twenty  day  of  October,  1780  j  the  said  seonritieB 
''  to  be  snob  as  shall  be  given  to  other  creditors  of  the  United  States, 
, ''  provided  it  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  of  the  respective  States, 
''and  not  of  officers  individually  in  the  lines,  to  accept  or  refuse  the 
"same,  and  provided  also,  that  their  election  shall  be  signified  to 
"  Confess  through  the  Commander  in  chief,  from  the  lines  under 
"  his  immediate  command,  within  two  months,  and  through  the 
"  commanding  officer  of  the  Southern  Army,  of  those  under  his  com- 
"  mand,  within  six  months  from  the  date  of  this  resolution. 

"  That  the  same  commutations  shall  extend  to  the  corps  not  be- 
"  longing  to  the  lines  of  particular  states,  and  who  are  entitled  to 
"  half  pay  for  life,  as  aforesaid ;  the  acceptance  or  refusal  to  be 
"  determined  by  corps  and  to  be  signified  in  the  same  manner,  and 
"  within  the  same  time  as  above  mentioned.  That  all  officers  be- 
"  longing  to  the  hospital  department ;  who  are  entitled  to  half  pay 
"  by  the  resolution  of  the  seventeenth  day  of  January,  1781,  may 
.  '^  collectively  agree  to  accept  or  refuse  the  aforesaid  commutation, 
"  signifying  the  same  through  the  Oommander  in  chief  within  six 
'<  months  from  this  time.  That  such  officers  as  have  retired  a* 
'  diflFerent  periods,  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  may  collectively  ia 
"  each  state  of  which  they  are  inhabitants,  accept  or  refuse  the 
"  same ;  their  acceptation  or  refusal  to  be  signified  by  agents,  au- 
"  thoria»d  for  that  purpose,  within  six  months  from  this  period ; 
V  that  with  respect  to  such  retiring  officers,  the  commutation  if  ae- 
"  cepted  by  them,  shall  be  in  lieu  of  whatever  may  be  now  due  te 
"  them  since  the  time  of  their  retiring  from  service,  as  well  as  of 
'<  what  might  hereafter  become  due ;  and  that  so  soon  as  their  ao- 
"  ceptance  shall  be  siffuified,  the  Superintendant  of  finance  be,  and 
''  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  take  measures  for  the  settlement  of  their 
^*  accounts  accordingly,  and  to  issue  to  them  certificates  bearing 
"  interest  at  six  per  cent.  That  all  officers  entitled  to  half  pay  for 
."life,  not  incladed  in  the  preceding  resolutions  may  also  collet 
"  tively  agree  to  accept  or  refuse  the  aforesiud  commutation  signify- 
"  ing  the  same  within  six  months  from  this  time. 

2.  Resolved,  that  it  be  recommended,  most  earnestly  to  the  sue* 
oeeding  Assembly  to  provide  adequate  funds,  for  the  purpose  of 
insuring  the  commutation  as  above  set  forth. 

3.  That  one  half  the  sum  in  the  hands  of  the  naval  officer,  or 
that  may  come  into  his  hands,  being  now  actually  due,  under  the 
Acts  of  Assembly  for  raising  an  import  passed  the  23'  of  day  Decern'* 
bdr,  1780,  and  the  '^  Act  for  guarding  and  defending  the  navigation 
"in  the  bay  and  river  Delaware,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
"  mentioned,''  passed  the  Ninth  day  of  April,  1782,  and  the  '*  Aol 
"-for  raising  an  impost  on  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  imported 
"  or  brought  into  this  state  by  land,"  passed  the  22'  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1782,  and  the  "  Act  for  raising  and  collecting  of  money  on  the 
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'''  spaeified  ariielea  therein  mentioned^  for  the  rapport  of  goT«ni- 
'^  menty  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned/'  paased  the  20*^ 
daj  of  March  kst,  he,  and  the  same  is  herehy  appropriated  for  the 
uae  of  the  offieers,  deranged  on  the  first  daj  of  January  last,  and 
now  to  he  deranged  in  proportion  to  their  pay  and  rank ;  they  to  bft 
jMwnuitable,  and  that  the  Supreme  Ezeoative  Gonndl,  be  hereby 
empowered  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  and  draw  on  the 
naral  officer  for  the  snm  above  appropriated. 

Your  committee  further  obeerTC  that  such  parts  of  the  memorial, 
as  respect  certificates  for  pay  are  already  provided  for  by  bills  before 
the  House ;  and  that  part  whioh  requests  the  House  to  assume  aft 
their  debts,  and  to  allow  interest  on  commutation  to  the  deranged 
oflioers,  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  take  up  too  much  time  in  this  pre- 
aeat  sitting,  and  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the  bu<i- 
oeeding  House. 

Extract  from  the  Miautes. 

J.  SHALLUS, 
Asst  Clerk, 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

F6r  the  honorable  the  Supreme  EzecutiTe  Council. 


DOBSB?  PbOTBOOST   to  PbBS.  DlOEINfiOK,    1783. 

Phikdelphia,  October  6th,  1783. 
Sir, 

For  several  years  previous  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Territorial 
dispute  between  this  State  and  Virginia,  and  at  the  time  that  Wash- 
ington County  was  laid  out  by  this  State,  I  enjoyed  the  Office  of 
Clerk  of  the  Court  for  Tohogania  County  in  Virginia,  whidi  office 
included  that  of  Prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Clerk 
of  the  Quarter  Sessions,  and  Clerk  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  with  other 
Offices,  by  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  made  Seperate  and  Inde- 
pendent Offices.  The  County  of  Tohogania  is  almost  entirely  taken 
into  this  State  by  the  Settlement^  and  line  run  between  the  two 
Stetes. 

Those  offices  that  I  enjoyed  under  thb  other  Government  were 
Wrested  from  me,  and  Given  to  Thomas  Scott,  Esquire,  a  person 
who  then  was  not  nor  yet  is  an  Inhabitant  of  the  County,  bnt  a 
Gentleman  well  Qualified  for  that  office« 

How  consistent  this  Treatment  to  me  was  with  the  Solemn  agree- 
ment between  the  two  States,  I  leave  your  Honorable  Board  to 
determine,  which  says,  '<  That  the  psivate  property  and  rights  of  all 
^<  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  or  rocogni^  by  the  Laws  of 
''  either  Country,  previous  to  the  date  (of  that  agreement)  Shall  be 
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'^  saved  and  confirmed  nnto  them^  aUhoagh  they  afaoald  be  found-  to 
''  fall  within  the  other. 

The  perticuliar  Sitaation  of  afiairs  at  that  time  made  it  pradent 
as  well  as  Necessary  for  me  to  Submit  to  the  Injury  done  me  without 
a  murmur. 

But  as  there  is  now  a  new  County-laid  out  by  the  name  of  Fayette^ 
in  which  Mr.  Scott  resides,  and  who  Certainly  is  the  most  Capable 
person  in  that  County  to  fill  that  Office,  Justice  can  be  done  with 
ease  and  propriety.  I  therefore  humbly  hope  your  Honorable  Board 
will  be  pleas'd  to  appoint  Mr.  Soott  Prothonotary,  with  the  otnri 
Offices  annexed,  in  the  County  of  Fayette.  And  that  your  Honor, 
able  Board  will  be  pleased  to  do  me  Justiee  in  restoring  of  me  to 
the  Offices  in  your  gift,  which  I  held  in  the  County  of  Washington 
4>revious  to  Mr.  Scott's  appointment,  and  which  I  Uisoharged  for  a 
Series  of  years  with  unimpeached  Integrity. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  Council  that  this  mode 
of  proceeding  will  not  only  give  Satisfaction  to  the  Public,  but  be 
perfectly  consistent  with  the  wish  of  Mr.  Scott,  as  far  as  this  busi- 
nees  relates  to  him,  I  have  his  declared  acquiesence. 

Knowing  the  Justice  as  well  as  Humanity  of  the  Gentlemen 
Composing  your  Honble  Board,  and  Conscious  of  the  uprightDees  of 
my  own  Heart,  and  the  rectitude  of  my  Intentions,  and  Viewing,  I 
hope,  with  an  Impartial  Eye  the  Circumstances  attending  this  busi- 
ness, I  look  up  to  your  Honorable  Board  for  redress  in  this  par- 
ticular. * 

I  shall  not  say  one  word  respecting  the  Oentlemen  Candidates  for 
the  Offices  of  Fayette,  although  unanswerable  reasons  oould  be 
assigned  of  the  Impropriety  of  appointing  either  of  them  to  the  offices 
aforesaid. 

■  Having  had  the  honor  of  Serving  as  a  member  of  your  Honorable 
Board  for  almost  two  years^  I  can  but  feel  the  greatest  anxiety  ot 
now  retiring  from  amongst  you,  which  I  would  not  do  under  any 
Consideration,  did  not  the  time  of  my  Election  Expire  in  a  few  days, 
and  which  I  must  anticipate  by  a  voluntary  resignation,  and  whieh 
this  Letter  serves  to  announce.  Indeed  a  personal  Declaration 
would  be  very  painful,  for  be  assured  that  I  have  the  most  perflsot 
Esteem  for  your  Exoellenoy  and  the  Gentlemen  oomposing  yomr 
.Honorable  Board,  and  here  permit  me  to  Express  my  hearty  and 
Sincere  wishes  that  your  Excellency  may  have  a  Happy  administra- 
tion, and  that  you  and  your  associates  may  live  in  perfect  Harmony, 
while  you  continue   together  in  your  Country's  Service. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect  Esteem  and  Sincere  regard| 
Your  Excellencies  most  Devoted 
and  Very  Humble  Servant, 

DORSEY  PENTECOST. 
His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson. 
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Thomas  Mipflin  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Annapolis,  Deoem.  23rd,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  jou  that  this  day  at  twelve  o'clock 
His  Excellency  General  Washington  had  a  public  audience  of  Con- 
gress, resigned  his  Commission  and  took  his  leave  of  all  the  employ- 
ments of  public  life.  The  General's  address  &  the  answer  of 
Congress  I  enclose  for  the  satisfaction  of  year  Excellency  ft  the 
Honorable  Council.  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  will  write  to 
your  Excellency  by  the  next  post  &  give  you  a  detail  of  the  business 
which  has  been  acted  upon  in  Congress  since  their  arrival  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
wi:  h  the  highest  respect, 
your  Excellency's  &  Council's  obed.  Servt. 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN 
Dtrededy  • 
His  Excellency  President  Dickinson. 


J.  MooBE  TO  Pkes.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Sir, 

'  By  Mr.  Shepard  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  write  your  Ex- 
eellenoy,  and  as  he  has  for  some  time  Past,  been  an  inhabitant  of 
this  Place,  and  Possesed  of  a  great  share  of  the  Confidence  of 
Connecticut  otaimants,  we  will  be  able  to  give  your  Excellency 
just  information  of  their  Proceedings  and  intentions. 

He  is  charged  with  the  Petition  I  Hinted  to  you,  was  in  hands 
for  the  Honble  Assembly,  it  is  signed  by  a  few  of  the  claimants, 
who  disaprove  of  the  measures  laterly  adopted  by  many  of  the 
People  here.  They  are  anxious  to  have  the  Benefits  of  former 
Resolves  of  the  GTonble  House  extended  to  them.  How  far  they 
have  complied  with  the  intentions  of  the  Assembly,  (altho  at  a 
late  Hour)  their  Petition  will  evince. 

The  committee  of  Assembly  appointed  to  Enquire  into  the 
Unconstitutional  Proceedings  of  the  judicial  officers  of  this  Place 
are  arrived;  and  will  Proceed  to  business  this  day.  I  trust  their 
conduct  will  appear  very  different  from  what  it  has  been  Repre- 
sented. 
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How  fsLT  the  Military  force  may  be  Necessary  to  support  the 
authority  of  the  state  in  this  PlacCi  Mr.  Shepard  will  be  able  to 
inform  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  &  very  Hble.  senrt.j 

J.  MOOKE. 
Fort  Dickinson,  December  29, 1788. 
J)irecied^ 

His  Excellency;  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylyania. 
Jndcnedf 

1784,  January  20th.    From  Major  James  Moore. 


BbSOLUTION  of   GsmBRAL  A88SMBLY,  1784. 

In  Oeneral  Assembly, 

Monday,  January  5, 1784. 
The  papers  transmitted  with  the  foregoine  message,  were  also 
read,  and  on  motion,  and  by  special  order  ue  said  message  and 
papers  were  read  the  second  time.'*' 

Ordered,  that  they  be  referred  to  Mr.  Delany,  Mr.  Long,  Mr. 
Hubley,  Mr.  McPherson  and  Mr.  Carothers  to  report  thereon :  and 
that  they  be  instructed  to  confer  with  Council  thereon  if  they  deem 
it  necessary. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
PETER  Z.  LLOYD. 

Clerk  of  the 
General  Assembly, 


Pub.  Biokinbon  to  Dblbgatbs  in  GoRaxfesB,  1784* 

In  Council, 

January  7th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  30th  of  last  Month,! 
and  are  sorry  sucb^  Difficulty  as  you  mentioned  concerning  the 
Batification  of  the  Definitive  treaty  should  have  arisen.  We  hope 
it  will  be  removed  in  a  few  days,  by  the  attendance  of  several 
Members  of  Congress.  If  it  should  not  be  removed  in  time,  we 
are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  on  all  the  Circumstances  of  the  case^ 
the  Batification  ought  to  be  agreed  to,  by  seven  States. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  11. 
t  See  p.  166,  166. 
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With  Bespeot  to  the  Generars  futiue  situation,  our  meaning 
only  is,  that  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  suffer  by  the  eminent 
services  he  had  rendered  to  his  Country.  <<  A  Grant  of  a  supi  of 
Honey/'  wo  apprehend,  he  would  not  accept;  perhaps  he  may 
reject  the  offer  of  '^  an  annual  sum  to  indemnify  him  for  expenses, 
which  may  arise  from  the  particular  situation  he  must  be  in.''  This 
is  our  Idea;  and  after  such  previous  Consultations  as  your  Pru- 
dence will  suggest,  we  should  be  glad,  if  the  proposition  in  some 
feneral  Form  might  be  brought  into  the  Consideration  of  Congress, 
'he  Mode  must  be  left  to  their  politeness,  &  the  substance  to  their 
generosity  to  determine.  There  appears  to  us  no  Impropriety,  ia 
the  general's  table  being  kept  up  during  his  LifOi  as  Commander  in 
Chief. 

We  will  lay  before  The  General   Assembly  your  observatioui 
fespecting  the  expense  of  copying  public  papers. 
I  am,  Gent., 

xoux  Moat  obt  servt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 
The  Honorable  the  Delegates  of  Pennsyvania. 

Samubl  Caxj>wbll  to  Pbbs.  Dioeibtson,  1788. 

Philada.,  Jany.,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  would  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Excellency  and  through  your 
fiivoor  to  sollicit  the  attention  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
to  a  matter  that  seems  to  require  their  interposition  in  order  to 
dbtain  Jvstioe,  which  tho*  often  demanded  oould  not  be  proeuved 
from  your  Predecessors  in  offioe. 

The  affair  is  in  short  this.  On  the  2l8i  Jane  1780, 1  bought  al 
s  public  auetbn  held  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  sale  of  Omifis- 
ested  Estates  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  a  Tract  of  Land  on 
Hog  Island*  oa  being  late  the  property  of  Joseph  Galloway,  and 
having  puactoally  paid  them  the  parehase  money  agreeeble  to  the 
terms  of  sale.  I  appl/d  for  a  Deed,  but  in  obtaining  this,  I  met 
with  unexpected  delays  &  diffieulfcieB  which  perhaps  it  may  be  un- 
necessary to  trouble  you  with  a  reoital  of,  I  will  only  inform  your 
fixoeDenoy  &  the  Honorable  Council,  that  I  did  not  obtain  a  Deed 
till'  the  9th  day  of  May  1782  and  that  tho'  this  Deed  did  not  grant 
aw  all  the  property  I  purdiased  &  paid  for,  yet  I  was  then  content 
.  to  receive  it,  rather  than  suffer  a  longer  delay  ft  be  engaged  in  a 
dispute  or  litigation  for  a  just  right,  in  full  expectation  however, 
tiiat  I  shoiild  receive  immodiate  possession  of  the  premises,  &  that  a 
jast  compensation  would  be  made  me,  for  the  Injury  I  sustained  by 
tlie  delay,  which  it  cannot  be  alledged  was  oecasioned  by  any  failure 
on  my  part. 

*  Col.  Bee  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  414. 
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The  Deed  being  at  length  obtained  and  also  an  order  from  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  issued  to  the  Commissioners  &,  the 
Sheriff  of  the  County  to  give  me  possession, — I  attended  them  for 
that  purpose,  but  as  we  were  not  suffered  to  to  land  upon  the  Islandj 
the  order  was  not  executed  and  I  am  still  deprived  of  mj  Right. 

At  the  time  I  made  this  purchase  I  was  entirely  ignorant  of  any 
Claim  or  Incumberanoe  being  on  the  Premises,  and  the  Commissioner 
declared  it  to  be  sold  in  Fee  Simple  &  clear  of  any.  I  made  fre- 
quent applications  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  during  the 
Presidency  of  Mr.  Moore,  but  without  Effect  tho'  he  often  gave  me 
to  understand  that  Justice  should  be  done  and  as  all  I  ever  wished 
or  now  BolHcit  is  Justice,  I  have  no  doubt^  your  Excellency  &  the 
Honorable  Council  will  take  this  matter  into  consideration  &  grant 
Redress. 

The  Records  of  Counml  will  no  doubt  furnish  you  with  more 
information  on  this  Subject,  but  if  my  attendance  should  be  thought 
necessary  I  will  immediately  attend  upon  notice. 
I  am  with  great  Respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  Obd.  Servt. 

SAM.  CALDWELL. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 
Indortedj    Jany.  8, 1782. 


MiCHABL  HUFFNAQLB  TO   MaJOB  ARMSTRONa^   1784. 

January  8th,  1784. 
Dr.  Sir, 

I  mentioned  to  you  some  time  ago  about  the  reserved  Traot 
opposite  Pittsburg  &  lately  wrote  you  concerning  the  appointDMot 
of  agents  for  confiscated  Estates  for  this  County. 

I  Aow  take  the  Liberty  to  mention  to  Council  that  at  last  Ootobe? 
Term,  three  Indietmonte  where  Brought  against  three  persons  for 
Keeping  Tipling  House  in  Reasons  Town,  upon  which  Prooesa 
issued  to  bring  them  to  answer  to  the  Indictments,  when  the  Sheriff 
wenjb  to  toke  them,  they  were  advised  by  Mr.  Thomas  Soott  thdr 
attorney  to  resist  the  Sheriff  k  not  to  appear,  the  reasons  he  gave 
for  his  doing  so  was,  that  the  New  County  was  fixed  by  Assembly  ia 
September,  that  the  Courts  of  Westmoreland  had  no  jorisdictioa 
there  after  that  date.  Now  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  the 
opinien  of  Council  what  steps  should  have  been  taken ;  the  Conrtt 
in  Fayette  could  not  teke  place  by  Law  untill  the  twenty  third  daj 
of  December  following  &  we  had  no  notice  of  the  County  untifi 
some  time  after  OctoSsr  Court.  If  this  Court  could  not  have  the 
Jurisdiction  those  People  must  have  lived  in  a  state  of  confusiea 
for  they  could  not  have  any  Jurisdiction  untill  the  day  I  mentioned 
Before,  although  Mr.  Scott  about  three  weeks  Before,  got  some  of  the 

*  3ee  Col.  Bee.,  XIV.  p.  4. 
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Majestrates  to  meet,  opened  a  Court,  appointed  their  jodge  &  issued 
Writs  ref  ble.  the  day  appointed  by  Law  for  opening  the  Court,  if 
proceedings  of  this  kind  should  be  countenanced  the  state  will  loose 
her  fines,  &  anarchy  &  confusion  must  take  place,  you  will  pie 
to  write  me  aa  soon  as  possible. 

yoor  most  obt.  Hble.  Servt. 


Major  Armstrong. 
Directed 


MICH.  HUFFNAGLE. 


(On  Public  Service.) 

Major  John  Armstrong,  jr.,  Secretary  to  Council,  Philadelphia. 


J.  MooBB  TO  Pbbb.  Diokinbok,  1784. 

Sir, 

The  Committee  directed  by  the  Hon'ble  Assembly  to  enquire  into 
tbe  Charges  Set  forth  in  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming, 
have  gone  thro'  the  investigation,  and  have  this  morning  left  this 
place.  How  far  the  testimony  adduced  in  support  of  the  charges 
may  appear  to  criminate  the  Civil  and  Military  officers,  in  takeing 
decisive  Measures  to  diffuse  &  support  the  laws,  we  must  leave  the 
Hon'ble  House  to  judge ;  but  when  they  duly  Consider  the  Testi- 
mony on  Our  part,  evidently  tondiBg  to  discover  that  a  dangerous^ 
insurrection  was  intended,  I  trust  their  Conduct  will  merit  some' 
applause. 

As  I  am  not  charged  with  even  the  shadow  of  an  offence,  (the 
measures  complained  of  being  done  Previous  to  my  arrival,)  I  con* 
ceive  myself  the  more  at  liberty  to  appear  in  their  Behalf. 

By  what  lean  learn  from  the  Committee  that  was  here,  it  aj^ears 
to  be  the  intention  of  the  House  to  dismiss  the  Troops  at  this 
place;  it  is  observed  by  those  who  wish  the  dissolution  of  the 
Corps,  ''  that  the  ezpence  is  great,  and  that  there  is  no  Necessity 
''  for  keeping  it  np,  as  tbe  People  claiming  under  Connecticut  dis- 
^<  claim  a  conduct  ioconsistont  with  the  true  interests  of  the  Stato.'' 
-^The  expenoe  in  keeping  up  the  corps  for  a  few  months,  must  be 
small,  the  men  being  already  raised,  clothed,  and  Provisions,  agreea- 
bly to  Contract,  laid  in  for  some  months  to  Come — and  should  it  be 
the  intention  of  the  Hon'able  the  Assembly  to  invest  the  Proprietors 
under  Penn*  with  the  lands  they  have  long  since  purchased ;  I  must 
beg  leave  to  Represent  the  Imediate  Necessity  of  Troops  being  kept 
here  to  support  the  civil  Jurisdiction,  untill  the  Owners  Can  be 
put  in  Possession  of  their  property — and  to  prevent  Insurrections  and 
Quarrels,  which  are  much  to  be  dreaded  in  the  Spring,  about  who 
shall  Cultivate  the  land. 

Since  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  at  Trenton,  and  since  the 
Ganrisoa  has  been  here,  all  the  Pennsylvania  landholders  have  been 
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looking  forward  to  tbe  Happj  Period  that  now  offers  of  Giving  them 
Quiet  Posflession  of  that  Property  which  has,  with  equal  injnatice, 
been  taken  and  kept  from  them  this  many  yean ;— 4hey  wish  to 
avail  themselveB  of  the  support  of  thb  Garrison^  uotill  they  get  Pos* 
session  and  Grow  numerous — should  it  be  deemed  too  ezpenslTe  to 
support  the  present  number  of  offiders  and  men  allotted  for  this 
Garrison,  let  it  be  reduced  to  a  Capt^  2  Subs.^  and  75  men,  that 
will  bo  a  force,  if  not  sufficient  to  supress  Insurrections,  (should  they 
be  attempted,)  it  will,  at  least,  be  sufficient  to  snpport  the  Garrison 
untill  succor  can  be  Had ;  It  will  also  Give  the  Highest  Confidence 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Land  holders,  who  will  generally  take  Measiires 
for  Obtaining  Possesion  of  their  Property  in  the  spring,  (While 
they  Otherways  Would  Not,)  and  remove  the  Great  object  of  Con- 
troversy, and  Put  the  land  under  such  Cultivation  as  would  add 
much  to  the  advantage  of  the  State.  \ 

To  facilitate  the  Improvement  of  this  Country,  and  to  alleviate  the  { 

sufferings  of  Hundreds  already  bom  down  with  the  oppression  of  I 

libose  people.  Might  it  Not  be  proper  to  recommend  a  Law  making  I 

it  Justifyable  in  the  sheriff  of  the  county  where  an  ample  Title  is 
produoed,  to  put  the  Owner  in  Possesion  of  bis  land  without  the 
slow  and  Expensive  Process  of  the  laws  now  in  foree,  which  many 
Good  Citizens,  from  being  so  long  debared  the  nse  of  their  land^ 
are  Unable  to  support  A  Measure  of  this  Kind  wonld  most  amply 
settle  all  disputes  early  in  the  Spring,  when  the  Troops  might  be 
dismissed,  and  the  country  [put]. under  such  Improvement  and  Cul- 
tivation as  would  enable  the  Possesors  to  bear  a  Proportion  of  the 
Public  debts. 

Alexander  Patterson,  Eisq',  made  me  acquainted  with  a  Petition 
presented  to  your  Excellencv  and  Council,  by  Abel  Yarrington, 
respecting  a  House  he  formerly  possesed  in  this  Garrison,  altho'  he 
was  Ordered  to  remove  to  a  house  Provided  and  put  in  repair  by  the 
Troops  for  his  Reception  before  I  arrived  at  this  place.  1  most 
acknowledge  it  Met  with  my  Wannest  approbation-— and  I  trust  it 
will  appear  consistent  with  the  Verbal  instructions,  not  only  delivered 
to  me  by  Council,  but  those  which  Capt.  Shrawder  had  previously 
received — those  officers  who  directed  his  Eemovali  has  made  Esq' 
Patterson  fully  acquainted  with  their  Beasons — I  must  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  his  Eeport 

Inclosed  your  Excellency  will  find  a  Monthly  Return  of  the  GorpS| 
the  muster  &  Payrolls,  and  the  Inspection  Betnm  for  the  Month  of 
December  I  shall  have  finished  and  forwarded  as  early  as  possible. 

The  situation  of  the  sick  has  oblidged  me  to  apply  to  a  Physician  ; 
the  Inclosed  list  of  Medicines,  he  saysy  is  neoessaiy  and  Imediately 
wanted.  I 

^     I  have  the  Honor  to  be  I 

*^  your  Excellency's  Most   and  very  Hble.  serVt 

J.  MOORB. 
Fort  Dickison,  Jan'y  9,  17W. 

Bis  £xcclloncy  John  Dickinson^  £sq.|  Protddent  of  the  State. 
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The  siioatioD  of  the  siok  hag  made  it  neoessary  for  me  to  apply  to 
a  Phymoan  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and  as  it  Will  be  attended  with 
lees  expenee  to  the  State  to  furnish  the  Medicine  necessary  in  the 
Cases  that  may  appear.  I  have  procured  the  aboye  list,  which  I 
wish  may  be  forwarded  as  Early  as  possible.* 

J.  MOORE. 


Vol.  X.— j9. 


*  Not  inserted. 
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Wh«  Smith  to  Pass.  Dickikson,  1784. 

Phih,  Jan' 12ib,  1784. 
Sir, 

CSertifieates  which  have  nndergotie  a  final  settlement  k  Liquida- 
tion by  Joseph  Nonne,  JSsq',  Register  Gen*,  are  presented  for  the 
payment  of  Interest,  they  seem  to  oome  within  the  intention  of  the 
act  of  Assembly,  I  trust  your  Exe^  &  the  Hon^**  Coanoiis  opinion, 
whether  I  am  to  pay  the  Interest  on  them. 

I  have  nearly  paid  the  amount  of  the  last  Wanranl,  beg  another 
<m  the  Treas*  for  the  like  sum. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be^ 
with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

y  most  obed.  Hble.  Serrt., 

THO.  SMITH^ 
Cr.  CI.  L.  office, 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylrania.* 
Directed, 

His  Ezeellency;  John  Dickinson,  Esq*,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylyania. 


Statb  Of  Bebks  Countt,  Milttu,  1784. 

January  13, 1784. 
1783 •    Apointment,  April  the  19th,  Meger,  January  the  3, 
1784 ;  aU  the  fiest  the  21  of  AprU,  1788. 

First  Battauoii . 
Nicholas  Luti,  Esq',  L'Col.  apointed  tffe  19  Ap.,  1783. 
Jacob  Bower,  Esq',  Major,  Jan.  3;  1784. 
Heildxbkro.  Cubibu. 

1  Compy.         N*  of  Men.  3  Comp^. 

Adam  Hain,    '      Capt. ")  John  Weidner,      Capt ') 

Peter  Kole,  Lt.     ^115      Christian  Bechtel^  Lt.     C 10* 

John  Hain,  En*    )  DaTid  Pnniius,     En.    ) 

RSADING.  KeADINO. 

2  Comp^.  4  Comp^. 

Peter  Nagel,  Capt.)  Conrad  Geist,        Capt.) 

Christian  Madery,  Lt.      v  Henry  Brown,       Lt.     1 101 

Ernst  Gross,  En.    J  Jacob  Leitheuser,  En.    } 

*  See  CoL  Beo.  Tol.  XIY.  p.  6. 
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HsnOELBEKG. 

6  Comy'. 

Seb^ian  MiUei,   Oapt.')   * 
Adsm  Rolh,  Lt.     [•  81 

John  Gernand,       En.    j 

Alsacs. 

aCompr. 
Henry  Wax,         Capt^ 
JohnEe«n,  Lt.     U29 

Ladwig  BaDfllOTy   EnJ    ) 


GuMRmB  k  Bascknoo. 
7  Comp'. 
Peter  Qower,         Capt.  ^ 
Adam  Spoon,        Lt.     (- 102 
Daniel  F^nebecker,  En.  j 

BSADINO. 

8 
John  Stroheeker,  Oapt.  *) 
John  Kendal,        Lt.      ( 103 
Hartman  LeitheuserEn.  j 


Seoond  Battalion. 


Baber  Oeehr,  Kfq%  L'Col. 
Brunswig. 
1  Compr.        No.  of  Men. 
Conrad  Minich,      Capt ' 
Nicholas  Holler,    Lt. 
Martin  Dreibelbis^  En. 

BSRN. 

2  Comp^. 
Jacob  Shertly,        Capt. 
George  Albrecht,   Lt. 
ChfifitF  Albreobt,  En. 

Windsor. 

3  Compy. 
Ck)dfry  Seidle,       Capt. 
Simon  Krensher,  Lt 
Anthony  Billich,  En. 

Bern. 

4  Comp''. 

'    Francis.  Umbehacker,  Capt. 
Jacob  Runkel^  Lt 

Jacob  Heck,  En. 


1 


upt) 


Martin  Eercher,  Esq'i  Major. 

Windsor. 

5  Compy. 
Jacob  ChappilL      Capt. ' 
George  Reber, 
Andrew  Smith, 

BRTJNSWIGi 

6  Compr. 
Jacob  Wetstone,     Capt ' 
Michael  Moser,      Lt 
George  Orwig,       En. 

Albany. 

7  Comp»^. 
Michael  Brobst,     Capt ' 
George  Poh,  Lt 
Philip  Glick,         En. 

Bern. 

8  Compy. 
Jacob  Eppler,  ju',  Capt ' 
Valentine  Moser,  Lt 
Nicholas  Lieb,      En. 


Capt^ 
Lt  I 
En.    J 

1 


,Oaptl 
Lt.  I 
En.    J 


Third  Battalion. 
Bamnel  Ely,  Esq',  L'CoL  Stephen  Baldy,  Esq',  Major. 


LONQSWAMP. 

1  Comp^.  I 
Charles  Kranse,     Capt.  "1 
Jacob  Miller,         Lt.      > 
JoUn  Fenstermaker,  En.  J 


LONGSWAMP. 

.    2*  Compy. 
Vakntine  Hanpt,  Capt. 
Peter  Klein,  Lt 

Henry  Christ,       En 


pt| 
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Maxatant. 

3  Comp^. 
Mich'  Hinterleiter,  Gapt  ^ 
Jacob  Sigfriedj  ju%  Lt.    y 

En,  J 

Richmond. 

4  Comp'. 
Ghristimo  Merklei  Gapt. 
Philip  Eleia^  Lt 
Gonrad  Stengor,     Eo. 

Maxatant. 

5  GompJ^. 
Jaoob  Sweyer,        Gapt. 
Henry  Sweyer,      Lt. 
Jacob  Ghrist,         En. 


1 


Gbeenwioh. 

jSGorap^. 
Peter  Smith,        Gapt 
Jost  Sader,  Lt. 

Henry  Fisher,      En. 

BiCHMOND. 

7  Gompy. 
Jacob  Baldy,         Gapt.*| 
John  King,  Lt      > 

Leonard  Snyder.  En.     ) 

Maidenobkek. 


8  Gomp»^. 


Gapt") 
Lt  [ 
En.    ) 


FuTH  Battalion. 
Henry  Spyker,  Esq',  L'Gol.   Ghristian  Lower,  jun',  Esq',  Major. 


tl 


Lt, 
En. 


1 


107 


BCTHSL. 

1  Gompy.  N»  of  Men, 

Miohael  Wolf,        Gapt 
Frederick  Seybert,  Lt 
Ghrifl'n  Walbumj',En 

TULPEHOOOON. 

2  Gomp^. 
John  Anapach,      Gapt 
Nicholas  Seybert,  Lt. 
John  Lesher,  jan',  En. 

Heidelberg  • 
8  Gompy. 
Philip  Filbert,       Gapt. 
George  Knopp,     Lt. 
'John  Klingler,      En 

Heidelbebq 
4  Gomp'. 
Daniel  Greaff,        Gapt 
Joseph  Deppy, 
J^pas  Eckert, 


70 


lapt) 

t      [ 
In.    3 


TULPEHOCOON. 

5  Gomp^. 
John  Biegel,         Gapt. 
Ghristopher  Kern,  Lt 
John  Waher,         En. 

PlNEGBOVE. 

6  Gompy. 
Philip  Hedrich,     Gapt 
Peter  Bressler,      Lt. 
Jacob. Steia,  En. 

TULPEHOOCON. 

7  Compy. 
Henry  Spang,         Gapt  ^ 
Jacob  Smith,  Lt      V 
Jacob  Sheffer,        En.     ) 

Bethel. 

8  Comp'. 
John  Folmcr, 
Daniel  Kromer. 
Andrew  Daniel 


[l27 


Capt.-) 

•.    Lt.    y 

I,     En.     ) 
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Sixth  Battalion. 


70 


44 


Joba  CannioBy  Esq^  L'Col. 
Olet. 
!■*  Comp^        N»  of  Men 
Daniel  Leinbach|  Capt.  "^ 
John  Kirlin,  Lt.      (- 

^  John  Hunter,        En.    ) 

RuSOOBfBMANNEB* 

2  Gornp''. 
Jacob  Rodarmek,  C^pt.  "^ 
Jacob  Prioe,  Lt.      v 

Fred^  Bepgeman,  En.    ) 

BOCKLAND. 

8  Compy. 
George  Beebery 
Adam  Zwejer, 
Jacob  Sejberty 

GOI-EBROOKDALX. 

4  Comp^. 

Adam  E.4)ad8,        Cm^^-I 

j    George  Q-ilbert,  Lt.  (• 

George  Fronbooser,  En.  J 


Capt.") 
Lt.  [ 
En.    3 


103 


92 


Nicholas  Hnnter^  Esq',  Major. 
Earl. 

5  Comp3^. 
David  Sbally  Gapt^ 
Jacob  Keen,          Lt.      v  51 
Balser  Bebm.        En.    ) 

Olbt.  ' 

6  Compy 
Jacob  Hilly  Gapt.  *) 
John  Lesher,         Lt.     V .  70 
Abraham  Lesher^  En.   ) 

Hereford. 

7  Gompy. 
John  Miller,  Gapt."^ 
John  Goodman,     Lt.     y  109 
Henry  Gibson,      En.    j 

East  District. 

8  Gompy. 
Peter  Eieffer,        Gapt. ") 
Ghris'  Frey,  Lt.      {■  104 
Matbias  Bechert,  En.     ) 

64a 


I  do  bereby  Gertify  that  all  the  Fitt  officer  are  apointed  the  19 
of  April,  1783,  Except  Magor  Jacob  Bower,  who  wose  apointed  on 
the  3  of  January,  17^4,  and  all  the  Best  of  the  officers  on  the  21 
of  April,  1783,  By  the  Returns  delivered  to  me. 

VALENTINE  ECKBRT. 
Lt.  of  Berks  Gounty. 


Prbs,  op  Congress  to  Prbs.  Dickinbon,  1784. 

Sir, 

This  day  nine  States  being  represented  in  Gonmss,  Yiz*,  Massa- 
chnssetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  South  Garolina,  together 
with  one  member  from  New  Hampshire  and  one  member  from  New 
Jersey,  The  Treaty  of  Peace  was  ratified  by  the  Unanimous  Vote 
of  the  members  present.* 


•See  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  11-19. 
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Thifl  being  done,  Congress,  by  an  namiimoiis  Vote,  ordered  a 
Prool&matioD  to  be  issued,  enjoiDing  the  strict  and  faithful  observ- 
anoe  tiiereof ;  and  issued  an  earnest  reoommendation  to  the  several 
States  in  the  very  words  of  the  5th  Article — ^Tbe  Secretary  is 
directed  to  forward  authenticated  G<^es  of  those  Acts  aa  soon  aa 
possible  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States. 

As  Mr.  Morris  proposes  to  sett  off  for  Philadelphia  on  Fridayi 
he  will  give  your  Excellency  the  fullest  Information  on  the  several 
Points  which  have  been  agitated  in  Congress  since  they  met  here.  • 
^  r  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  Excellency's  obed.  hie.  servant, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Annapolis,  14th  Jan'y,  1784. 

His  Excelleney,  President  Dickinson,  Philadelphia. 
T.  Mifflin. 


Resolution  op  Congbess,  1784. 

To  the  Claimants  of  the  private  right  of  Soil  within  the  territory 
westward  of  the  Delaware,  heretofore  in  controversy  between  the 
States  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  and  adjudged  by  the 
sentence  of  a  Court  constituted  and  appointed  agreeably  to  the  ninth 
of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  perpetual  union,  to  be  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  PennsylvaQia ;  it  is  hereby  made 
known, 

That  sundry  Individuals  claiming  private  right  of  Soil  under  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  within  the  said  territory,  have  made  applica- 
tion to  Congress,  stating  that  they  have  been  disturbed  in  their  said 
right  of  Soil  by  others  claiming  under  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  praying  for  the  institution  of  a  Court  for  determining  the  said 
private  right  of  Soil,  in  pursuance  of  the  ninth  article  of  Confedera- 
tion ;  and  that  the  fourth  Monday*  in  June  next,  is  assigned  for  the 
appearaoee  of  the  parties  by  their  Lawful  agents  before  Congress,  or 
a  Committee  of  the  States,  wheresoever  they  shall  be  then  sitting  to 
proceed  in  the  premises  as  by  the  Confederation  is  directed. 
By  order  of  Congress. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

Annapolis,  26th  of  January,  1784. 
IndifTHdy — 1784,  January  26.     Resolution  of  Congsess  institating 

a  new  trial  for  the  private  right  of  soil.-«-Wyoming  lands. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XIY.,  p.  31. 
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,   RbBOLUTIOK  of  GbNBBAL  A68BMBLT,   1784. 

Stftte  of  PetmsylvaDui, 

In  Qeneral  ABsembly, 

Saturday,  January  24,  1784. 
On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  by  letter,  request  hiformatioir  from 
tlie  Sapreme  Exeentive  Ooancil,  respecting  the  allotment  of  EB.atei 
appropriated  to  the  nse  of  the  University. 

Bztraet  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS^AsBt.  Clerk 

of  the  General  Assembly.* 


Spsakbb  of  Assembly  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Assembly  Chamber,  January  26th,  1784. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  a  vote  of  Uie  Honorable,  the  House  of  Assembly,  a 
copy  whereof  is  inolosed,  I  must  request  the  information  therein 
mentioned,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  Generol 
Assembly. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  real  respect, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEOROE  GRAT,  Speaker.f 
Directed,     His  Excelleney,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President 


Pbbs.  Dickinson  to  Mons.  Cbevboeub,  1784. 

In  Council,  January,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  the  Letter  you  honored  us  with,  and  very 
"gratefolly  acknowledge  the  polite  &  obliging  Manner  in  which  the 
Oommnnications  it  oontaios  have  been  made  to  us. 

Bong  perfectly  sensible  of  the  great  goodness  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian Majesty,  &  the  happy  consequences  that  may  be  derived  from 
kis  generous  Intentions,  we  have  laid  the  Information  you  have  been 
plemd  to  give,  before  The  General  Assembly  who  are  now  sitting. 
With  the  most  respectful  Consideration, 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

&  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON^ 
indortedf    Jan'y  27, 1784.    M'  de  Oreveoeur,  New  York. 

♦  See  Col.  Beo.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  26.       f  ^-        t  ^m  P-  ^^- 
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Bbsolutions  or  General  Assbmblt,  1784. 

Stote  of  Pennsjlvania, 

In  General  Assembly. 

Thursday,  January  29,  1784. 
Tbe  oommittee  to  whom  the  Messages  of  the  19^  and  21«*  instant,^ 
Here  xeferredi  made  report  in  part,  which  was  read,  and  on  motioni 
and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time,  debated  by 
paraijrraphs,  and  in  parj;  adopted,  as  follows,  vis : 

1*^.  That  it  appears  the  government  of  our  sister  State  of  Gonnee- 
tiout,  has  not  been  duly  informed  of  tbe  intentions  and  acts  of  this 
Commonwealth,  respecting  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  whereupon 

Besolyed,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  President  or  Yioe 
President  in  Council  to  furnish  the  Governor  and  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  and  Assem- 
bly of  this  Commonwealth,  respecting  Uke  settlers  at  Wyoming  since 
the  judgment  at  Trenton. 

Extract  from  the  Mmutes, 

J.  8HALLUS,  Ass' Clerk 

of  the  General  Assembly. 


Deposition  Martin  Tidb,  1784. 

North'  County,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  Subscriber  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  peace  for  s'  County,  Martin  Tidd  and  made  oath  as  follows : 

About  the  eighth  instant  when  the  Committee  of  the  Assembly 
was  at  this  phice  inquiring  into  the  Charges  set  forth  in  a  Petition 
from  the  people  at  Wyoming  against  the  Proceediuffs  of  the  Civil 
and  MilHtary  officers,  I  heard  Colo.  Strowd,  one  of  the  Committee, 
tell  Edward  Spencer  that  all  the  people  settling  under  Conneotioat 
claims  were  fools  for  taking  Leases  from  the  Pennsylvania  Landhol* 
ders,  as  that  was  relinquishing  their  claims,  that  those  that  had  not 
taken  Leases  should  hold  their  possessions  and  not  give  it  by  any 
means.  The  Pennsylvania  Landholders  may  try  to  alarm  yon  wita 
Ejectments  but  says  he  (Col.  Strowd)  they  cannot  bring  any  Ejeoi* 
ments  against  you  or  dispossess  you  on  any  terms  until!  yon  have  a 
Continental  Court  eallM  for  the  trial  of  the  right  of  Soil,  Edward  ^ 
Spencer  said  he  was  afraid  they  (meaning  the  Connecticut  Claim- ' 
ants)  would  not  obtain  that  Court.  What,  says  Colonel  Strowd  do 
you  think  I  don't  know  better  who  helped  to  make  ft  repeal  the 
Laws  of  this  State  ?    Yes  you  wil^  have  a  tryal  and  no  one  can 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  11,  16. 
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disposseas  yon  mitill  that  happens  and  says  (Ool.  Strowd)  thatoonrl 
cannot  be  call'd  for  this  long  time,  yon  may  therefore  oontinne  in 
poeaeenon  of  this  Conntey^  as  you  can  neither  be  injured  or  dispoa- 
aeesed.    And  fiuiher  the  deponent  saith  net* 

MARTIN  TIDD. 
8wom  ft  Subscribed  before  me, 
Jany  30%  1784. 

DAVID  MEAD. 
Coppy  J.  Moore. 


J.  MooBB  TO  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Sir, 

The  Snew  is  so  d^ep  in  this  Country  that  our  CommunicaUon 
with  the  Oity  has  been  totaly  stop'd  this  sometime.  Lieut.  Arm- 
strong is  now  willing  to  attempt  the  journey.  Should  he  be  able  to 
perform  it,  he  will  deliver  your  Ezcellenoy  this  Letter  with  the 
several  Inolosnres,  he  is  also  charged  with  my  aoconnts,  which  he 
wiU  lay  before  M'  Nicholson  for  settlement :  as  Liout  Armstrong 
goes  to  Phiiad*  on  Public  Bosiness,  he  wishes  to  know  if  he  eaiH 
not  obtain  Pay  for  his  expenoes. 

In  my  accounts  I  have  charged  the  State  with  22  Oommissions, 
on  all  the  moneys  I  have  Laid  ont,  deducting  moy  Months  Pay  and 
Subsistence,  which  I  trust  your  Excellency  k  Cottncill  will  not  dis- 
approve; it  is  a  small  compensation  for  the  trouble  I  have  had; 
wood  is  now  the  only  article  of  expence  I  shall  be  exposed  to  during 
the  Winter, — ^the  severity  of  the  weather,  will  require  200  oord| 
that  quantil^  is  alrc«dy  cut  and  sent  up  by  the  troops,  but  so  remote 
from  the  Garrison,  that  I  am  oblidged  to  allow  four  shillings  a  covd 
for  cartage.  Inclosed  your  Excellency  will  find  a  Ooppy  of  Martin 
Tiddsf  deposition,  respecting  the  oppinion  and  advice  of  Col*  Strowd 
to  those  people,  When  here  on  the  Committee, — this  testimony  is 
corroborated  daily  by  Information  from  the  Pen*  Settlers.  Since 
the  Committee  left  this,  those  who  had  relinquished  their  Claims  in 
&vour  of  the  Pen*  Landholders,  are  now  attempting  to  regain  pos- 
session— others  who  had  engaged  to  deliver  Quiet  Possession  in  the 
Spring  have  determined  otherwise, — and  from  what  I  can  learn,  every 
Person  who  has  the  least  Pretentions  to  lands  in  this  Country  undet 
the  Connecticut  claim,  are  expected  with  all  their  Connections  in 
the  Spring.  Many  of  the  Pen*  Settlers  who  has  some  time  ago ' 
obtained  Possession  by  consent,  are  now  forbid  cutting  fire  wo  »d  on 
their  Land,  these  and  many  other  Reasons  which  L'  Armstrong  will 
be  able  to  Inform  you.  Point  out  the  necessity  of  Continuing  a  Mil- 
itary foroe  in  this  plaoe-;  should  the  Garrison  be  Dismissed  in  the 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  82. 
t  See  page  196. 
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Present  Situation  of  affidrs,  dangercms  oonseqnenoes  ue  to  be 
dreaded. 

Should  Major  Christie  be  in  Philaddphia,  Lieut  Armatrosg  will 
return  Immediately  to  this  plaoe,  but  ahonld  1/  Armstrong  find 
Major  Ohuster  out  of  town,  I  have  directed  him'  to  wait  on  Gonnoil 
for  the  two  months  pay  agreeably  to  the  Inclosed  Muster  &  Pay 
rolls. 

I  am  nith  the  Highest  Sentiments  of  Esteem 

Your  Ezcellencys  most  Obd.  Seryt, 

J.  MOOBB. 
J)treeied,—Vort  Dickinson,  Feb'y  1, 1784. 
Indorsed, — His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq'. 
February  6^^  1784.    From  Major  Moore.    Kead  i  approved. 


Seo'T  A&HBTBONa  TO  ASBEHBLT,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  Feb'y  2, 1784. 
8ir» 

In  oomplybg  with  the  Besolution  of  your  Honorable  House  of 
the  29th  Ult,*  It  becomes  necessary  that  Council  be  furnished  with 
the  following  papers,  via.,  The  Beport  of  the  CommisBioners  sent  to 
Wyoming  *^  to  effect  a  compromise  with  the  settlers  at  that  place  & 
<^  the  owners  of  the  Wyoming  lands.'' 

The  Beport  of  the  Northampton  members  delegated  '^  to  enquire 
^^into  the  charges  exhibited  in  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Wyoming,"  &  the  proceedings  of  the  House  upon  it 
lam  sir 

your  most  obed.  serrant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 
JDtrectedf 

The  Honorable  George  Gray,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  Gkneral 
Assembly. 


Memobial  of  Timotht  MatIiACk,  17S4. 

To  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met. 
The  Memorial  and  remonstrance  of  Timothy  Matlack  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  Sheweth, 
That  by  the  printed  Journals  of  this  Honorable  house  it  appears 
that,  on  the  5tn  day  of  March  last,!  the  house  passed  a  vote  of 
censure  against  him,  on  a  report  of  a  ^'Committee  appointed  to 
^<  confer  with  the  Comptroller  General,  on  the  subject  of  his  letter 
^'  dated  December  8, 1782,  and,  also,  to  examine  the  laws  respecting 

*  See  page  106. 

t  See  Vol.  IX.,  p.  762. 
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Ihe  dnites  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Sapreme  Ezeoaiive  Connoil.  A 
lefcter  and  report  the  contents  of  whieh  have  not  been  made  known 
to  yonr  remonstoant,  eilber  bj  this  honorable  honsei  or  by  any 
eommittee  of  the  honse ;  neither  has  he  ever  received  any  notiee 
whatever  to  appear  and  answer  to  any  charge  npott  which  dial 
eensnie  can  poesibly  be  founded ;  and  thns  a  heavy  and  exceedingly 
grievons  censure  has  been  passed  upon  him  for  a  supposed  neglect| 
not  only  without  due  enquiry  and  an  open  fair  trial  by  hia  peers, 
but  even  without  any  specific  charge  made  against  him,  or  even  the 
shadow  of  a  trial  of  any  kind.  A  proceeding  unheard  of  in  any 
free  country  1 

Your  remonstrant  conceives  it  to  be  a  fnndamental  and  declared 
right  of  every  eitisen  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  every  charge  against 
him  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  his  council,  to  demand  the  cause 
and  nature  of  his  accusation,  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses,  to 
call  for  evidence  in  his  favour,  and  a  speedy  public  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  his  country,  without  the  unanimous  consent  of 
which  jury  he  cannot  be  found  guilty.  That  he  is  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  of  a  Citizen,  not  only  by  the  adventitious  circumstances 
of  birUi  and  residence ;  but  by  an  active,  early,  decisive  and  uniform 
opposition,  thro'  every  danger  and  difficulty,  to  that  system  of 
tyranny  which  had  been  set  up  against  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  good  people  of  America,  and  a  full  exertion  of  his  utmost 
endeavours  to  obtain  the  independence  of  these  United  States,  and 
the  establishment  of  our  free  constitution.  He  engaged  in  this 
cause  the  next  day  after  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  and 
he  continued  in  office  until  the  day  next  after  the  news  of  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  being  sigued.j 

'His  services  were  always  most  freely  offered  in  times  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  and  dangers,  when  some  others  retired  in  despair; 
He  has  not  onlv  staked  his  Ufe  on  the  success  of  America,  and 
repeatedly  met  the  enemy  in  the  field;  but  he  has  also,  seen  the 
blood  of  a  brother  and  of  a  beloved  son  shed  in  her  sacred  cause, 
and  he  thinks  that  the  man  who  has  paid  such  a  price  for  his  civil 
rights,  and  will  part  with  them  but  with  the  last  drop  of  his  own 
blood,  and  the  last  gasp  of- life,  is  not  only  <^  unworthy  of  public 
^  trust  and  confidence,''  but  is  utterly  unworthy  to  breathe  the 
vital  air;  and  if  there  be  a  member  of  this  honorable  bouse  who  has 
paid  an  equal  price  for  them,  to  his  heart  your  remonstrant  appeals 
'  for  the  justice  of  the  sentiment. 

These  rights,  purchased  at  this  price  by  your  remonstrant,  he 
conoeives  has  been  violated  by  this  honorable  house,  and  jt  is  a  duty 
which  he  owes  to  the  memory  of  his^on,  to  himself,  his  family  and 
country  thus  solemnly  to  remonstrate  against  the  proceedings  of  th^ 
house. 

Had  this  honorable  house  called  on  your  remonstrant  to  answer 
to  an  explicit  and  spedfied  charge  at  the  bar  of  the  house,  he  might 
weB  have  questumed,  and  most  certainly  iltould  have  questioned 
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iiieir  anAmty  in  the  OMe,  the  9th  saotioD  of  the  ecmstittttkrti 
ezfyresBly  oonfining  it  to  impeaohment  only.  Had  he  been  legally 
ealled  to  answer  at  any  bar,  the  charges  against  him  wouid  certainly 
have  been  specified ;  bnt  the  honse  hilTe  not  either  by  theoiselTet  or 
their  committee  commnnicatod  to  him  the  partionlar  sapposed  fiuil 
on  which  the  charge  against  him  is  fonnded,  or  the  eridettoe  on 
which  it  has  been  asoertnined  to  them.  His  imagination  can  only 
famish  him  with  two,  upon  which  he  can  coBceiTc  it  is  possible  tha* 
sooh  a  charge  ean  be  pretended  to  be  fdnnded.  One  is,  a  repmrt 
said  to  be  propagated  by  the  honorable  Frederick  A.  Mnhleabarg^ 
Bsqr.,  that  he  had  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  money 
Which  was  not  credited  in  his  aoconnts,  If  such  a  report  has  been 
propagated  and  acted  npon,  yonr  remonstrant  can  only  say,  ii  u  noi 
InMy  and  call,  as  he  is  legally  entitled  to  do,  for  the  evidence  of  the 
fact,  and  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses.  The  other  relates  to 
monies  paid  to  him  by  some  of  the  Prothonotories  of  conn  ties— If 
this  be  the  charge,  he  oonld  have  shewn,  that,  by  law,  it  is  expressly 
the  daty  of  Prothonotaries  to  render  to  the  committee  appointed  by 
Qenezaf  Assembly  to  settle  the  p'ablic  accounts,  an  acconnt  of  the 
monies  received  by  them,  and,  therefore,  that  yonr  remonstrant 
eonid  not  consider  the  money  he  received  from  them  as  making  a 
part  of  the  accounts  he  was  bound  by  laWf  to  keep  and  render;  yet 
the  aooonnte  rendered  by  him  into  the  Comptroller  General's  office 
on  the  17th  of  March  last,  onfy  iwdve  dayt  after  the  said  reaaUve^ 
and  foithin  the  time  limited  in  the  writ  iuued  under  the  orderof 
ihiM  hofuCf  does  actually  contain  a  faithful  account  of  all  monies 
received  by  him  from  those  Prothonotaries.  It  appears  by  the 
Comptroller  Generals  report,  on  those  accounts,  to  the  President 
and  Conncili  that  he  bad  ^compared  them"  with  the  monies 
<<  charged  to  him  (the  Sec'y,)  by  the  Clerks  and  others,  so  £u  as 
**  their  several  accounto  have  been  rendered  which  correspond,  except 
''  some  trivial  diiferenoes  arising  from  variation  in  calculating  the 
'<  depreciation,  &c.,  and  where  tJum  accounts  have  not  been  rendered^ 
j  *^  it  appears  from  the  state  Treasurers  acconnts  and  other  eurcnm- 

I  **  stancesj  very  improbahle  that  any  of  the  monies  paid  by  them  ar€ 

^^  therein  om^ted." 

Your  remonstrant  cannot  suppose,  that  so  severe  a  censure  could 
have  been,  by  men  <^  worthy  of  public  trust  and  confidence," 
founded  on  such  slight  ground ;  he  is  therefDre  left  at  a  loss  even  to 
guess  on  what  just  ground  he  has  been  so  censured. 

The  fact,  or  facts,  alluded  to  in  the  said  vote  remaining  nnknowui 
and  the  term  de/auiter^  made  nse  of  thermn,  every  one  has  been 
left  at  liberty  to  adopt  whatever  his  imagination  might  suggest,  and^ 
in  consequence,  many  strange  and  injurious  falsehoods  have  been 
invented  and  spread  abroad  concerning  your  remonstrant.  Among 
ether  stories  it  has  been  said,  that  your  memorialist  has  traded  on 
public  moneys,  and  that  he  has  made  very  large  purchases  of  lands 
imd  other  real  estates;  and  these  stories  are  supposed  to  have  taken 
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tbcor  riae  with  some  membery  or  membon,  of  tbia  honorablo  hooaei 
vberebj  they  may  have  gained  a  more  ready  belief^  and  greatly 
tend  to  prejadioe  the  minds  of  his  fellow  citizens  against  you 
remonstrant,  and  may  possibly  eyen  affeot  the  qnestiona  of  right  to 
be  determined  respecting  his  claims.  It  is  therefore  his  duty  Ui 
declare,  that  aliho'  he  believes  when  his  acconnts  aa  Secretary  are 
justly  and  equitably  settled,  there  will  be  found  a  conaiderabk 
ballanoe  due  to  him,  and  that  he  had  a  right  to  have  traded  had  ho 
thought  it  advantageous  to  him  so  to  do,  yet,  he  has  not  during  hia 
continuanoe  in  office,  been  concerned  in  the  exportation  or  importa- 
tion, purchase  or  sale  of  merchandise  of  any  kind,  directly  or  in*  , 
directly,  other  than  such  articles  aa  were  intended  for  the  sole  nae 
of  hia  own  family.  And  he  declared,  that  he  haa  not  purchaaed  and 
paid  for  during  that  time  or  since,  any  of  the  confiscated  estatea,  or 
city  lotta  aold  by  authority  of  the  atate,  or  any  other  real  eatate 
whatever  to  the  amount  of  five  pounda — And  he  calla  on  all  the 
world  to  witneas  against,  him  if  these  declarationa  are  not  atrictly 
true. 

In  the  meaaage  from  the  President  &  Council  of  the  21at  of 
March,  accompanied  with  the  Comptroller  Generala  report  on  the 
Secretary'a  accounts,  they  ''  presume  the  question  of  right  may  be 
*^  determined  in  the  manner  proposed  hy  the  Seeretar^f  which 
'<  appears  to  us,  (say  they,)  to  be  reasonable."  The  Committee  of 
the  house  speak  in  genereU  terms  of  charges  contained  in  the 
Secretary's  accounts,  which  the  Comptroller  General  ^^  declares  *' 
(as  they  tfay)  to  be  altogether  inadmissible  and  give  their  opinion^ 
that  ''  the  most  eligible  mode  of  bringing  this  business  to  a  final 
^'  settlement,  is  for  the  Comptroller  General  to  prosecute  the  said 
.<<  Timothy  Matlack,  Bsq'r,  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  order  to  try 
^<  the  contested  points  by  a  jury ;"  but,  there  is  not  in  any  of  the 
proceedings  which  have  been  made  public  an  account  of  what  those 
questions  of  right  are.  These  questions  if  your  remonstrant  ia 
rightly  informed  are  three.  First,  upon  a  claim  set  up  by  the 
Comptroller  General,  in  behalf  of  the  state,  to  certain  fees  received 
by. the  Secretary,  which  the  Comptroller  General,  is  pleased  to 
say  <<  are  not  granted  him  by  law,  such  aa  the  feea  of  the  keeper 
of  the  Great  seal,  &c.,  &c.  The  ground  on  which  this  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  state  is  set  up,  your  remonstrant  is  altogether 
a  stranger  to:  He  has  performed  the  duties  and  he  conceives 
ia  entitled  to  the  fees  declared  by  law  to  be  a  reasonable  and 
adequate  compensation  (qt  the  service.  Secondly,  whether  the 
state,  or  the  parties  are  to  pay  for  militia  commissions.  On  this 
your  remonstrant  observes,  that  the  rule  in  other  like  cases  is,  that 
where  the  office  is  lucrative  the  party  pays  for  the  commission,  but 
where  it  is  not  lucrative  it  is  charged  to  the  public :  Thus  a  Sheriff 
paya  for  his  commission ;  but  that  of  a  Coroner  may  be  charged  to 
the  county.  Hence  your  remonstrant  inferred,  that  a  Commission 
to  a  militia  officer  ought  not  to  be  charged  to  the  party.    If  he  if 
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mistaken  in  this,  inference,  it  is  an  error  which  operates  in  favour  of 
the  best  friends  of  the  revolution;  whereas  the  contrary  must 
operate  against  them.  He  conceives  this  question,  in  other  words, 
to  be^  Whether  or  not  the  Whigs  should  at  once  perform  the  great, 
important  &  haaardous  duties  of  militia  during  the  war,  and  jprajf 
for  the  authority  derived  from  the  state  to  perform  those  duties ; 
while  those  of  a  contrary  character  remain  exempt  from  the  personal 
service  k  at  the  same  time  avoid  their  part  of  the  ez  pence  ?  Upon 
this  question  let  a  whig  jury  determine.  And,  thirdly,  the  question 
relates  only  to  the  time  when  the  Secretary  is  bound  to  give  up  his 
former  salary  and  his  fees,  and  receive  in  lieu  thereof  the  salary 
lately  fixed.  This  question,  to  a  certain  time  has  been  decided,  by 
the  Attorney  General  and  the  General  Assembly,  that  the  Secretary 
may  take  either  the  former  or  latter  at  his  own  choice,  and  the 
question  at  present  relates  to  a  few  months  only.  Should  your 
remonstrant  think  it  proper  to  give  up  this  point,  in  order  to  gain 
a  more  speedy  decision  on  the  other  point,  the  good  people  of  the 
state,  when  theto  accounts  are  settled  will  be  enabled  to  judge,  how 
far  they  are  indebted  to  the  Comptroller  General  for  raising  tha 
question,  by  the  sum  which  the  state  will  have  gained  by  it.  If 
there  is  any  other  question  on  those  accounts  it  is  unknown  to  your 
remonstrant. 

However  reasonable  and  legally  your  remonstrant  'might  have 
refused  to  submit  to  a  trial  of  those  questions  of  right,  ordered  in 
such  terms  in  so  ^nusual  a  m^inner  he,  for  the  sake  of  "  a  speedy  & 
public  trial,"  waved  every  objection  thereto,  and  urged  in  the  most 
earnest  manner,  and  by  every  means  in  his  power,  to  obtain  a 
decision  at  the  last  Supream  Court,  and  shall  earnestly  pray  for  it 
during  the  present  sitting  of  that  Court ;  but  he  being  informed 
that  this  honorable  house  are  about  to  close  their  Session,  he 
conceives  it  to  be  his  duty  now  to  present  this  memorial  &  remon- 
strance, and,  as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  house  to  do  him  that 
justice  and  afford  him  that  redress  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled,  he 
only  prays  that  the  same  may  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
house  in  order  that  he  may  hereafter  make  such  further  appeal  as 
the  nature  of  his  case  may  appear  to  require. 


James  Wilson  akd  Wm.  Beadford  to  Assrmblt,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  Feb^  4,  1784. ' 
Sir,  ♦ 

The  Counsel  retained  to  conduct  the  cause  between  the  Common- 
wealth and  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq^  amicablj  entered  in  the  Supreme 
Court  agreeably  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Honorable  the  General 
Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  beg  leave  to  report,  That  they  find  it 

f  There  is  neither  date  nor  signatnro  to  the  foregoing  paper  in  T.  Wn 
handfrriting,  though  it  alluJeB  to  trausaetions  on  p.  762  of  Vol.  IX.,  &o. 
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impoflrible  to  carry  ibe  said  Besoloiion  into  eflbot  so  as  to  do  Juatioo 
to  the  Comsy»Dwealth. 

The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  very  properly  require  tbat  the 
Issue  to  be  tried  before  them  be  formally  joined  and  so  framed  that 
Judgment  may  be  given  on  the  verdict  of  the  Jury.  To  effect  this 
a  Declaration  and  an  Issueable  plea  became  necessary.  By  the 
written  paper  whieh  we  hare  the  Honor  to  inclose  it  will  appear  that 
it  was  mrutually  understood  that  the  declaration  should  contain  a  ^ 
general  count  for  monies  had  and  received  by  the  Defendant  to  the 
use  of  Oommonwealth  and  that  Issue  should  be  joined  thereon ;  under^ 
which  the  controverted  points  should  be  determined  and  the  balajtbe 
ascertained. 

We  are  sorry  to  add  that  the  Defendant  now  refuses  to  join  issue 
or  to  enter  any  plea  unless  we  reduce  the  sum  contained  in  the 
Declaration,  which  is  not  greater  than  what  appears  to  have  been 
received  by  the  Defendant  as  Secretary  of  the  Council  k  for  which 
it  has  been  conceived  he  ought  to  account. 

As  wo  are  thus  prevented  from  proceeding  in  the  Line  proposed 
we  have  no  expectation  that  the  Resolution  of  your  Honorable 
House  can  be  carried  into  effectual  execution.  And  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  balance  of  the  Defendants  accounts  can  only  be  adjusted  by 
the  Comptroller  General's  proceeding  to  the  Execution  of  the  powers 
vest  d  in  him  or  by  an  advenary  suit  being  commenced  against  "M' 
Hatiack  for  the  sum  supposed  to  be  due. 

We  wait  the  advice  and  instruction  of  the  Honorable  House  on 
this  subject  &  have  the 

Honor  to  be  Sir^ 

Your  most  obedient^ 

&  yet-y  Humble  servant, 

JAMBS  WILSON, 
WM.  BRADFORD,  Jr. 
Dirtctedj 

The  Honorable  George  Gray^  Esq.,  Speaker,  &c.,  Philadelphia. 


Bbsolution  of  Oenbral  Assbmblt,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Saturday,  February  7, 1784,  A.  M. 
The  report  of  the  committee  read  February  8,  on  the  petition  of 
Richard  Wallace,  Esquire,  was  read  the  second  time,  whereupon 

Re$olvedf  That  the  president  or  vice-president  in  Council,  be 
empowered  to  draw  on  the  natal  officer  of  this  state  for  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  eleven  shillings  ten  pence  half- 
penny specie,  in  favor  of  Richard  Wallace,  Esquire,  out  of  the  monies 
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mttfthiiDg  in  ihe  bands  of  tlie  said  naval  officer,  any  thing  In  fthe 
fesolntions  of  the  twenty-second  day  of  September  iMt  to  the  con- 
ftnu7  notwithstanding. 

Extract  jfrom  the  Hinntes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass'  Clerk, 
of  thoGknend  Assembly.* 

Bbsolution  of  Gbitbral  Assbmblt,  1784. 

a  ^ 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Oeneral  Assembly. 

Monday,  Febmary  16, 1784,  A.  M. 

Resolved^  That  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  be  granted  to  the 
Philosophical  society,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  agriculture  and 
commerce,  by  enabling  that  learned  body  to  obtain  such  discoveries 
as  have  been  made  in  Europe  and  other  countries. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
Clerk  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly.f 

p£B6.  Dickinson  to  Dblbgates  in  Congbbss,  1784. 

In  Council,  February  16th,  1784. 
gentlemen, 

We  have  received  your  soveral  communications  of 
k  ,  and  have  a  just  sense  of  your  attention  to  the  trust 

reposed  in  you.  Inclosed  are  some  Resolves  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly 
of  14tht  of  this  Month. 

The  sttempts  of  Connecdcut  are  very  extraordinary,  and  are  to  be 
opposed  with  the  most  persevering  vigilance.  We  wish  you  by  all 
means  to  prevent  any  step  being  taken  by  Congress,  that  may  in  the 
smallest  degree  lead  towards  a  revision  of  the  cause  determined  by 
the  Court  at  Trenton.  That  business  is  complicated  with  such  a 
variety  of  consideration  &  circumstances,  arisii^g  from  a  Multiplicity 
of  sources,  that  it  is|incapable  of  being  properly  managed,  without 
diligent  &  long  continued  study  k  application  to  it. 

Mr.  Wilson  by  his  professional  knowledge  &  laborious  preparation 
for  the  late  trial  between  this  state  &  Connecticut,  has  acquired  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  whole  transactions  preceding  yonr 
appointment.  To  you,  gentlemen,  the  subsequent  are  well  known. 
He  is  now  nomiaated  a  delegate,  &  will  join  you  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. With  the  mutual  information  &  assistance  which  you  will 
give  each  other,  we  do  not  question,  but  the  designs  of  our  opponents 
will  be  properly  encountered. 

♦  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XTV.,  p.  82,  83. 
+  See  Col.  Beo.,  XIV.,  p.  61. 
I  Not  /oand.    See  pages  194,  196. 


PBNNSTLYANIA  ABCHIYES  1784.  20S 

We  sball  be  obliged  to  you  if  yon  will  by  an  early  opportnnity 
send  na  a  copy  of  any  Remonstrance,  addreas,  or  petition  of  Zebulon 
Bntler  &  his  associate  to  Congress. 
I  am  sixsi 

Tour  most  Obed.  Serrant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
DireeUdj    The  Honorable  the  Delegates  of  PennsyWania.* 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  Clinton,  1784. 

In  Gonneil,  Febmary  16th,  1784. 
Sir, 

This  Letter  will  be  delivered  to  yonr  Excellency  by  the  Honors^ 
ble  Mr.  Wilson,  one  of  our  Delegates  and  agent  in  the  Controversy 
for  the  Territory  of  which  the  Jarisdiction  &  {preemption  were  in 
December,  1782,  adjudged  nnanimonsly  by  the  Court  at  Trenton  to 
be  the  Right  of  this  Commonwealth. 

We  flattered  ourselyes,  that  so  truely  respectable  a  Determination 
would  have  put  an  end  to  all  Contests,  &  that  the  affair  would  have 
given  us  no  further  Trouble  than  to  settle  private  Claims  of  soil 
upon  equitable  Terms,  which  this  State  was  resolved  to  do.  But 
with  Regret  we  find  that  the  Dispute  is  reviving  \n  a  Variety  of 
forms ;  and  it  becomes  our  Duty  to  be  prepared  in  the  best  manner 
we  can,  for  opposing  attempts  that  threaten  the  Honor,  the  Peace  & 
tiie  wellfare  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  request  &  shall  with  just  acknowledge- 
ments receive  any  assistance  which  your  State  can  afford  to  Mr. 
Wilson  by  access  to  your  Records  &  other  Sources  of  Information. 
Another  point  of  Importance  is  suggested  to  ns  by  a  Considera- 
tion of  our  mutual  Interest ;  and  we  shall  freely  mention  it,  be- 
cause we  repose  a  very  high  and  particular  Confidence  in  the 
Rectitude,  Prudence  &  Liberality  of  the  Councils,  by  which  the 
Condoct  of  our  Sister  State  of  New  York  will  be  governed. 

It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  if  a  spirit  of  Jealousy  is  suffered  to 
arise  between  the  two  States,  their  Measures  may  be  reciprocally 
injurious.  Our  Judgement  &  Inclination"  point  out  tons  a  system 
totally  different.  It  is  our  earnest  wish,  and  shall  be  our  dili^nt 
Endeavours  that  they  may  ever  cordially  harmonize  in  their  Com- 
mercial Regulations. 

.    with  real  and  very  great  esteem, 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient  &  Hble.  Servt. 
JOHN  DICKINSON.f 
l)wwfe</,— Philadelphia,  February  16th,  1784.- 
His  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esquire^  Qovemor  of  the  State  of 
New  York. 

•  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  86.  f  lb. 
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MiHUTE  OF  Gjustb&al  Abbbmblt,  1784^ 

State  of  Pemuylyaoin,  In  General  Assembly 

Thursday  February  19,  1784,  A.  Bf . 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Hoase  nroceeded  to  the 
election  of  auotioneers  for  the  city  of  Philadelpnia,  the  Northern 
Liberties  and  the  district  of  South wark,  when  the  ballots  being 
taken  it  appeared  that  Arthur  St  Clair  Esquire,  was  duly  elected 
Auctioneer  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Alexander  Boyd  for  the 
Northern  Liberties  and  John  Mease  for  the  district  of  Sonthwark. 
«  fiztract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Asst.  Cleric 

of  the  General  Assembly.* 


Pres.  of  CoNaBsas  to  Pbes.  Diokinsoh,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  think  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  office  I  am  honored  with,  aa  well 
afl  to  the  Uuion,  to  inform  your  Bzoellenoy  and  thro'  you  the 
State  over  which  you  preside ;  that  the  great  business  of  the  United 
States  is  <«t  a  stand,  fqr  want  of  a  Representation  agreeable  to  the 
Articles  of  Confederation.  The  Journal  tranamitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  your  Excellency  and  which  contains  the  proceedings  of 
Congress,  and  an  account  of  the  States  and  members  present  from 
the  firat  monday  of  November  last  to  this  day,  will  convince  your 
Excellency  of  the  State  of  inactivity  to  which  the  afiaira  of  the 
United  States  are  reduced  for  want  of  a  full  Representation. 

At  this  moment,  there  are  many  matten  of  the  highest-impor- 
tance to  the  safety,  honour  and  hi^»piness  of  the  United  States  which 
require  immediate  attention.  Among  these  I  need  only  mention 
the  establishing  a  general  peace  with  the  Indians,  and  settling  the 
western  territory,  the  arranging  onr  foreign  afiaira  w^d  t^ing 
measures  for  securing  our  frontiers,  preserving  our  storas  and 
magazines;  making  requisitions  for  the  espenoes  of  the  onrrent 
year  and  for  satisfying  the  public  Creditora. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  by  the  sickness  of  some  of  the  membera 
attending  at  Annapolis,  we  have  had  seven  States  repreaented  in 
Congress  only  three  dat/s  since  the  Sixth  Inst.,  as  your  Excellency 
will  observe  by  the  enclosed  certificate  of  the  Secretary  and  ^  that 
the  members  present  are  dissatisfied  with  attending  to  no  purpose, 
and  are  very  impatient  under  their  situation. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
your  ExQcllencys  most  Obedient  &  humble  Servant 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Annapolis,  20th  February,  1781. 

•  OjL  Beo.,  YoL  XIV.  p.  88,  and  210  of  tUs  YoL 
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States  not  representated. 

New  HampBhire,  One  Dekgate  present. 
New  York. 

New  Jerseji  One  Delegate  ftfesent. 

Delaware,  One  Delegate  present. 

Maryland,  One  Delegate  attend'g,  one  siok. 

No.  Carolioai  One  Delegate  attend'g,  one  sick. 
Georgia, 

A  Letter  similar  to  the  above  was  written  to  the  Ezecutives  of 
the  States  not  represented. 

T.  M. 
Satmrday  Febraaiy  7th,  only  fi?e  States  attended. 
Monday  Febraary  9th,  only  six. 

Tuesday  &  Wednesday  10tb,and  11th  seven  States  attended. 
Thorsday  February  12,  only  five  States  attended. 
Friday  Fel>niary  ISth,  seven  States  attended, 
Monday  Feby  .16th,  only  five. 
Tuesday  Feby.  17th, 


-  Only  six  States,  atttended. 


Wednesday  Feby,  18tfa, 
Thorsday  Feby.  19th, 
Piiday  Feby.  20th, 
Satnrday  Feby.  21st, 

The  States  unrepresented,  are  New  Hampshire,  New  York^  New 
Delaware,  an 
Feby.  1784. 


Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

CHA.  THOMSON.* 
Ind&rsed—Eeoi.  26  Feby.  1784. 
Directed^ 

His  Ezeellenoy,  President  Dickinson,  Philadelphia. 
T.  Mifflin. 


Pbbs.  DioKnrsoK  to  Major  Jambs  Moobb,  1784. 

In  Council,  February  21-«,  1784. 
Sir, 

Having  oonferred  with  Alexander  Patterson  &  David  Meade, 
Esquires  &  Captain  Armstrong,  concerning  the  Behaviour  of  the 
Settlers  at  Wioming  not  ckiming  under  this  State.  We  think  it 
proper  to  observe, 'that  a  very  vigilant  attention  must  be  had  to  the 
Conduct  of  that  People,  and  every  Measure  taken  to  guard  against 
anyliostile  Enterprises. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  the  Intention  &  Desire  of  Qovernmenft 

f  Col,  Beo.  Vol.,  XIV.  p.  48. 
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that  if  they  behave  peaceably  k  inoffnunvely,  they  are  to  be  in  all 
Respects  treated  kindly,  as  persons  whom  we  wish  to  beoome  aflbo- 
tionate  &  faithful  Citizens  of  this  Commonwealth. 
I  am  Sir, 
^  with  great  &  sincere  Esteem, 

your  most  obed.  hble  Serri, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed f    Major  James  Moore,  at  Wioming. 


Pres.  Dickinson  to  Alexander  Patterson,  &c.,  1784. 

In  Council,  February  21*»,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  conferred  with  two  of  you  concerning  the  Behaviour  of 
the  Settlers  at  Wioming  not  claiming  under  this  State,  We  judge  it 
proper  to  observe,  that  as  it  is  the  Duty  of  persons  in  such  oflEioes  as 
you  hold,  to  render  justice  to  all  persons  without  Distinction  as  for 
as  your  Authority  extends,  and  to  preserve  the  Peace,  the  peculiar 
Situation  of  affairs  in  your  neighborhood  requires  a  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  Conduct  of  those  who  are  disaffiected  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  that  the  earliest  Intelligence  should  be  communicated  to  us  of 
any  proceeding  that  threatens  Injury  to  the  Commonwealth. 

^ut,  if  the  said  Settlers  behave  peaceably  and  inoffensively,  it  is 
the  Intention  &  Desire  of  Government,  that  they  should  be  in  all 
Bespects  treated  with  kindness,  as  persons  whom  we  wish  to  beoome 
affectionate  and  faithful  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
lam 

with  great  Regard,  gentlemen, 

your  most  obed^  hble  Serv*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
i>trec/e(2,-r'Alexander  Patterson,  David  Meade,  John  Seely  &  Henry 
Sho€«naker,  Esquires. 


Chas.  Pbttit  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  23*  February,  1784. 
Sir, 

By  the  Desire  of  the  Committee  of  Merchants  of  Philadelphia,  I 
take  the  Liberty  of  inclosing  to  your  Excellency  their  Memorial*  of 
the  2 1-<  Instant. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  Servant, 

CBA.  PETTIT-t 
Directed^    His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Memorial  not  found.     See  page  210. 
t  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  89. 
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Col.  Jamsb  Chbtstie  to  Pass.  Dickinsok,  1784. 

Phila.,  Feb.  23, 1784. 
Sir,    • 

I  am  ordered  by  Minor  Moore  Command'g  at  Fort  Dickinson  to 
apply  to  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  some 
money  on  account,  for  the  discharge  of  debts  neoessarily  contracted 
for  the  use  of  the  Fort.*  For  the  laying  in  of  one  hundred  Cords  of 
Wood-~fbr  the  payment  of  intrenching  Tools  &  haulin  necessary  for 
the  repairing  of  ttie  works.  One  hundred  pounds  will  answer  for 
the  present. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Sir,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

JA :  CHRYSTIB. 
Direciedf 
His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  of  General  Assemble,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania! 
In  General  Assembly. 

Tuesday,  February  24, 1784.    A.  M. 
The  hoase  having  agreed  to  reconsider  their  minute  of  the  nine^ 
teenth-)*  day  of  this  instant  February,  relative  to  the  appointment  of 
Auctioneers,  It  was  moved  and  seconded  to  add  the  following 
resolution,  viz : 

Besolved,  That  the  said  Arthor  S«  Clair,  Alexander  Boyd,  and 
John  Mease,  be  and  they  are  hereby  severally  appointed  Auction* 
eers,  viz  :  Arthur  S^  Glair  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Alexander 
Boyd  for  the  Northern  Liberties  and  John  Mease  for  the  district  of 
Southwark. 

Whereupon  the  Yeas  and  Nays  were  called  by  M'  Whitehill  and 
M'  Clymer,  and  are  as  follows,  viz :  I 

Teas  29.     Nays  28. 

So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  and  the  resolution  adopted.    ; 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD,  Clerk  oithe 

General  Assembly.]; 

*  See  Col,  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  41.     (At  Wyoming.) 
t  See  page  206.  J  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  38,  42. 
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Pbss^  DiOKnrsoK  to  Dele0ates  m  CoNaBESd,  1784. 

In  Conncil,  Feb.  24**,  1784. 
Gentlemeiii 

We  inoloae  a  BesolatloQ  of  the  General  AsBemblj,  by  whiek  the 
pood  Faith,  Humanity  &  Qenerontj  of  that  Honorable  Body  appear 
in  a  very  clear  Light. 

We  are  informed,  that  some  of  the  persons  therein  proTided  for 
&  who  have  relinqaiahed  all  Right  whatever  under  Gonnectiouly 
signed  the  Address  to  Congress  for  a  Court  to  try  the  private  Bight 
of  soil. 

I  am  gent'n, 
I  y  most  Ob.  Ser;, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

P.  S.    We  shall  be  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
send  us  the  Journals  of  Congress  for  1779, 17S0, 1781.  1782,  t 
1783. 
Directed, 

The  Honorable  The  Delegates  in  Congress. 


Pkes.  Dickinson  to  Committeb  of  Merchants,  1784. 

In  Council,  February  24«»,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  this  Day  received  your  Memorial  of  the  21**  Instant  ;* 
md  it  is  with  great  Satisfaetton  we  can  assure  yon,  that  the  Interest 
of  so  respectable  a  Part  of  our  Constituents  as  the  Merchants  of 
Philadelphia,  with  which  those  of  the  whole  State  are  so  intimately 
combined,  engaged  our  early  &  diligent  attention. 

At  the  fint  fiSssion  of  the  Generdi  Assembly  after  intelligence  of 
the  provisional  articles  of  Peace,  we  represented  to  that  Honorable 
Body  the  propriety  of  clearing  the  Passage- of  the  River  by  removing 
the  Ghevauz  de  Fnie,  and  informed  them,  that  we  had  dfreeted  pro^ 
posals  to  be  received.  They  approved  the  Measure,  &  in  Consequence 
of  their  acts  we  have  made  some  preparations  which  have  been  con- 
ducted by  the  Wardens  of  the  Port^  for  effecting  the  Business. 

We  are  perfectly  sensible  of  the  Importance  &  Difficulty  of  this 
nndertaldog.  No  proposals  that  have  been  made,  are  satklkctofy. 
We  wish  to  aooompliflh  the  work  as  soon  as  we  can,  and  to  be  so 
well  advised  in  our  attempts,  as  not  to  put  the  State  to  an  improper 
Expence.  We  shall  therefore  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  Mer- 
chants of  this  City,  if  they  will  be  pleased  to  mention  to  us  the 
further  preparations  which  they  judge  to  be  necessary,  to  recommend 

*  See  pftg«  208,  and  answer,  212. 
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neriRmB  for  makiog  the  pi^oper  Esp6rimeiitB,.ft  to  favoor  «  wUb 
their  Sentiments  as  to  the  Measures  for  the  further  Improvement  of 
the  NaTigatioD  of  the  Broad  Bay. 
With  real  &  great  Esteem 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 

your  moBt  obedient  bble  Serr*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Direciedf-^The  Committee  of  The  Merchants  of  Philadelphia. 


Sxc't  Abmstrong  to  Michabl  HuPFNAaLB,  1784. 

Secretary'^  Office,  Feb'y  27th^  1784. 
Sir, 

The  return  of  an  election  for  Jostioea  of  the  peace,  held  at  Pitta- 
burah  on  the  13th  day  of  August  last,  was  this  morning  reconsidered 
in  Council,  &  upon  ji  review  of  the  whole  it  was  determined  thait 
another  Election  for  an  additional  magistrate  be  held  at  that  place 
as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  the  wish  of  Council  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  make  the  laws  concerning  Elections  as  public  as  you  can 
— this  may  best  be  done  by  issuing  a  written  notice  appointing  the 
day  for  such  Election,  &  deacribing  the  qualificationa.  necessary  i^ 
the  Toter,  as  well  as  the  perton  voted  for.  This  precaution  will  prft- 
vent  much  of  the  inconsistency  which  has  hitherto  marked  this  tMuar 
nesBi  k  enable  Council  to  come  to  some  safe  dedsioB. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  much  respect, 

your  moat  obed*  servant, 

J.  ABMSTEONG,  Beo'y. 
Direehd^ 

Michael  Hufinagle,  Eoqr.,  Prothonotary  of  County  of  Westnora^ 
land. 


Sbc't  ARafSTBONO  To  HBNKt  Wynkoop,  1T84. 

Surveyor's  Office,  5th  March,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  diredfons  of  Council  to  inform  you  that  there  is  no 
provision  by  Law  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  those  vacancies  in  the 
magistracy,  which  have  happened  in  consequence  of  the  constitu- 
tional expiration  of  said  office;  application  has  been  made  to  the 
House  upon  this  subject,  and  some  provisionary  law,  it  is  to  be  sup- 
posed, will  be  made,  when  some  future  return  from  the  County  of 
Bucks  will  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jr.,  Sec'y. 
jDi^^etocI— -Henry  Wynkoop,  Esq.,  Bucks  County. 


212  PENNSTLYANIA  ABCHITSS  1784. 

Mjbrohants  of  PfliiJLDKLPHiA  TO  Pbes.  Diokinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  March  6, 1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  had  the  Honor  to  reeeiye  the  CommQuicatioii  of  Coundl 
on  the  Snhject  of  oar  Memorial  of  the  2l8t  of  Febmarj,*  and  are 
happy  to  find  it  had  so  early  engaged  th6ir  particular  Attention. 

The  Removal  of  the  obstructions  in  the  River  is  indeed  an  Object 
of  great  Importance  to  the  Trade  of  this  Port ;  for  exclusive  of  fre- 
quent and  heavy  Losses  by  accidents  which  they  occasion,  the  Delay 
they  give  to  Vessels  in  their  passage  to  and  from  the  City,  is  in 
itself  a  heavy  Tax  on  Navigable  Concerns.  We  presume  not,  how- 
ever^ to  offer  any  Plan  for  thftir  Removal^  nor  any  Opinion  respecting 
the  mode  to  be  pursued  in  effecting  the  Business.  Our  view  in 
addressing  Council  was  merely  to  present  the  Subject  to  their  Con- 
sideration as  an  object  requiring  early  preparation  no  less  Uian 
vigorous  Exertion.  But  if  Council  shall  deem  our  Assistance  In 
any  Degree  necessary,  we  shall  consider  it  as  our  Duty  to  give  all  the 
aid  in  our  Power  with  the  utmost  alacrity. 

From  the  precarious  Circumstances  of  Trade  during  the  War,  and 
the  alterations  which  have  taken  Place  in  our  Police  in  Consequence 
of  the  Revolution,  many  useful  Regulations  heretofore  established 
have  fallen  into  disuse,  or  are  become  inadequate  to  our  present 
Situation,  whereby  the  Commerce  of  the  State  has  suffered  ft  is 
likely  to  suffer  much  Inoonvenienoe  ft  real  Injury.  These  Oiitmm« 
stances  were  suggested,  amongst  others,  in  a  memorial  we  had  the 
Hoflor  to  present  to  the  General  Assembly  early  in  the  present 
Session.  How  far  they  may  have  engaged  the  Attention  of  the 
honorable  House,  we  are  not  yet  informed.  But  under  the  Laws 
now  subsisting  we  apprehend  it  may  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Council 
to  remedy  these  Inoonveniencies  in  some  Particulars ;  such  as  the 
Indpeotion  of  Beef  &  Pork  ft  of  Staves  and  other  Lumber,  &  the 
measurement  of  Salt  &  Grain.  As  these  are  Objects  of  oonsiderable 
Importance,  we  cannot  but  hope  they  will  obtain  the  favoorabla 
Attention  of  your  hon^'*  Boani,  &  that  the  best  Regulations  & 
arrangements  which  the  existing  Laws  admit  will  be  made  concern- 
ing them. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Respect 

your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 

ft  most  humble  Servants, 
CHA-  PETTIT, 
J.  M.  NESBITT, 
JOHN  NIXON, 
ISAAC  HAZLEHURST, 
J.  ROSS, 

CLEMENT  RIDDLE. 
Dtreetedf 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Exeoutive  CoondiL 

*  See  page  208,  210. 
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EzBKiEL  Robins  to  Pkes.  Dickinson,  1784. 

New  York,  MarcU  6th,  1784. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  advice  have  transmitted  you  an  account  of  Sundries 
Supply^  the  American  Prisoners,  with  an  account  of  Sales  of  the 
Floar  which  was  sent  for  that  purpose — have  Inclosed  an  Order  on 
the  Honb'l  James  Irvine,  which  after  settlemunt  leaves  a  ballanoe 
due  me  of  £8  18  11— N.  York  Currency. 
Am  with  Respect, 

Sir,  your  Humble  Servant, 

EZEKIEL  ROBINS. 
Dirtcttdj 
(Publick.) 

His  Exoellenoy,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
PoDflilvania. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  op  Connecticut,  1784. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  March  6%  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  your  Excellency's  Letters  of  the  15*^  of  last 
November,^  with  three  Acts  of  your  Legislature  of  the  second  Thurs- 
day of  October  preceding,f  which  we  laid  before  our  General  Assem- 
bly ;  and  now,  in  Compliance  with  their  Resolution,  transmit  Copies 
of  proceedings  respecting  the  Letters  at  Wioming.  These,  together 
with  this  Letter,  we  desire  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  as  soon  aa 
an  Opportunity  is  offered.  This  Step  of  our  Assembly  proceeds  from 
a  Hope  that  your  Government,  upon  being  well  informed  of  the  said 
proceedings,  will  not  persist  in  a  Conduct  so  extraordinary  as  that 
lately  adopted.  Whether  this  Hope  be  well  founded  or  not,  wa 
ahall  enjoy  the  Satisfaction  of  having  affectionately  endeavoured  to 
remove  the  prejudices  of  a  sister  State,  &  to  prevent  the  Evils  that 
must  result  from  such  a  Revival  of  the  late  Controversy. 

The  Acts  above  referred  to,  and  your  Excellency's  Letter,  contain 
two  Charges  against  this  State ;  first,  of  Suppression  of  Evidence,  & 
secondly,  of  Cruelty  towards  the  Settlers  of  Wioming — in  Conse- 
quence whereof,  it  seems,  your  Government  resolved  to  obtain 
if  it  be  practicable,  a  Revision  of  the  Cause  lately  decided,  k  to 
give  the  Settlers  all  the  Aid  and  support  in  its  power.  fjisbnH^ 

However  severe  these  Charges  are,  they  meet  on  our  part  with  a 
Consciousness  that  they  are  not  merited.  As  to  the  former,  it  is  so 
indefinite  that  we  cannot  imagine  to  what  Evidence  it  alludes*     Aa 

*  See  pp.  147,  148.  f  See  pp.116,  117. 
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to  the  latter,  the  incloeed  Papers  &  eome  corresponding  Circam- 
stances  will  etince  how  much  it  was  undeserved. 

It  has  been  the  constant  Determination  of  this  GoTemment  to  treat 
with  Benevolence  &  Generosity  the  Settlers  at  Wiomingi  whose 
Cases  were  recommended  hj  equitable  Considerations ;  and  we  are 
persnaded  that  all  who  are  described  in  the  Resolutions  of  the  second 
of  last  September,  would  have  had  their  Possessions  immediately 
eonfirmed  to  them,  if  it  could  be  done  without  a  Violation  of  the 
Rights  of  Property  in  a  Multitude  of  Instances,  those  Lands  having 
been  heretofore  granted  by  Pennsylvania  to  many  Individuals  who 
insisted  on  their  Titles,  and  pleaded  the  sanction  of  Laws. 

This  Difficulty  opposed  itself  to  the  kind  Intentions  of  Govern* 
ment.  In  order  to  remove  it,  Commissioners  who  were  Members  of 
the  Legislature,  were  appointed  to  repair  to  Wioming.  Their  Report 
is  at  present  mislaid }  but  it's  place  is  well  supplied.  Proposals  of 
Accommodation  were  made,  but  not  concluded.  Several  Papers 
were  addrest  to  the  Commissioners  by  the  Claimants  on  each  side. 
That  from  the  settlers  at  Wioming,  dated  23'  April,*  I78S,  and 
signed  op  Behalf  of  the  rest  by  John  Jenkins,  put  an  End  to  all 
further  Expectation  of  Compromises,  &  the  Commissioners  soon  aAer 
returned  Home. 

In  this  Address,  they  answer  what  liad  been  mentioned,  of 
other  Lands  being  granted  to  them  by  this  State,  if  they  would  sur- 
render after  some  time  the  Lands  at  Wioming  to  the  owners  under 
Pennsylvania,  by  asking  these  Questions:  <' Whether  they  would 
exchange  &  suffer  us  to  enjoy  our  peaceable  possessions  here  by  way 
of  Compromise,"  and  then  subjoin  this  Declaration — "  We  cannot, 
is  we  are  Joint  tenants  with  a  much  greater  Body  of  Joint  Proprie- 
tors than  is  here,  without  their  joint  Consent,  give  up  our  Claims 
to  those  Lands  in  Dispute/' 

Upon  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners,  our  General  Assembly 
formed  their  Resolutions  of  the  second  of  September ;  and  tho'  their 
**  Hopes  of  a  friendly  Compromise  seemed  then  vanished,"  yet,  still 
influenced  by  the  same  Equity  that  suggested  the  appointment  of 
fhe  Commissioners,  &  to  encourage  the  Settlers  to  assent  to  Terms 
compatible  with  the  legal  Claim  under  Pennsylvania  which  had 
occasioned  the  before-mentioned  Difficulty,  they  resolved,  that 
^'  a  reasonable  Compensation  in  Lands  within  the  Boundaries  of  this 
State,  upon  easy  Terms,  be  made  to  the  Families  of  those  who  have 
fallen  fighting  against  the  Savages,  &  to  such  others  as  actually  did 
reside  on  the  Lands  at  Wioming  when  the  late  Decree  was  given  at 
Trenton.'* 

The  Good  Faith  &  Liberality  with  which  the  present  Assembly 
have  adhered  to  this  Engagement,  will  appear  from  the  Resolutions 
of  the  30*^  of  last  month,  by  which  three  hundred  Acres  of  Land 
are  granted  clear  of  purchase  Money,  to  each  of  the  fifteen  Settlers 
therein  mentioned. 

*  See  pp.  8(M6. 
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•Hence  -it  n  ipoJispiitable,  that  the  '<  Settlei^'  demribed'  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  CoDnecticut  of  last  October,  and  Iho 
Ylimilies  of  the  "  Males  who  had  been  slain/'  wei^  really  ^e  object^ 
of  the  ^'Olemencj''  of  Pennsylvania  before  the  passing  of  those  Acts. 

It  is  also  evident  from  the  recited  Declaration  of ''  the  Settlers'* 
St  Wioming,  that  they  are  contending  for  other  Claims  than  their 
own.  8a6h  Ideas  have  been  successfully  infused  into  their  Minds, 
that  their  Gontedt  extends  to  the  Claims  of  "a  much  greater  Body 
of  Joint  proprietoTs  than  is  there/' 

Thns,  by  their  own  Acknowledgement,  the  Qnestion  does  not  relate 
to  tihe  persons  expressly  designated  by  your  Legislature  iti  these  ft 
HBvetal  other  words — ^  whose  sufferings  &  Condition  under  ^<  Teim^ 

Xlvania"  have  excited  the  Commiseration  of  their  Friends/' but  to 
e  Clatms  thit  may  be  made  by  that  "  much  greater  Body  of  Joint 
l^roprietors/' 

T6  xtfi^ke  an  equitable  Accommodation  wkh  the  fbrmer  is  the 
emnest  Desire  &  sincere  Endeavour  of  this  State ;  bnt,  to  surrender 
ft  Talnableft  important  Territory  to  Claims  inconsistent  with  Equity, 
Khe  cannot  consent. 

•'  It  is  too  plain  what  the  Consequences  will  be,  when  a  considerable 
Body  of  Men  who  have  fixed  themselves  in  a  State  in  Defiance  of 
het  Anihority,  making  common  CftuBe  with  <<  a  much  greater  Body" 
residing  in  another  State,  tempting  bold  &  needy  Adventurers  from 
Orery  garter  to  join  them,  which  we  averr  to  be  their  practice,  and 
Ineditatibg  hostile  Enterprises  against  us,  which  we  know  to  be  their 
Design,  are  taught  to  eipect  from  that  other  State  (and  a  very 
^respectable  one)  <<  all  the  aid  and  support  in  her  pow^,''  see  faef 
making  every  Exertion  to  acquire  for  them  the  Jurisdiction  over  tho 
Lands  where  they  have  fixed  themselves.    . 

We  ardently  wish  that  tUo  (JitiaEens- of  a  Stajbe  united  to  us  by  so 
many  strong  Ties,  would  be  pleased  to  afford  some  further  Consid- 
eration to  the  Arguments  of  the  Advocates  for  these  Measures,  and 
with  a  serious  and  consciencious  Attention  to  weigh  how  far  such 
proceedings  are  reconotleable  with  the  Maxims  of  Reason  and  Justice, 
the  Laws  of  Nature  and  Nations,  the  true  interests  of  the  State^  the 
nhiform  and  solemn  declarations  of  their  own  Ancestors  repeated  in 
their  legislative  and  executiv&^ots^  Qovemment  from  Qeneration 
to  Generation,  without  a  dissenting  Voice,  the  unanimous  Determi- 
nation of  the  most  dignified  Judges  ehosen  by  themsidlWs^'^poti  a 
Trial  long  prepacfid  for  and  deliberately  entered  into,  or,  in  brie^ 
with  the  Principles  upon  which  the  Peace  and  Kepose  of  Mankitia 
are  estabKsbe^. 

Upom  the  late  Dettision,  ifae  Anthority  of  this  OouhKmwealdi  #a8 
IMMfirmed  ]  and  the  Laws  in  their  usual  Course,  if  appealed  to,  ceuh} 
panM,  by  redress/  private  wrong.  Yet,  our  tJeneral  Aasembly^ 
ttpOB  Compltfiilts  of  the  eettleft,  again  s^nt  up  CidmmiMi(MieiB,  froni 
their  own  body,  to  Wioming,  to  make  proper  Enquirieer  upon  theiE^t ; 
«didiw%  hate  givan'sacb  inetruolioMi  to  tbcw  in  <aa^(^ly  thbre/iii 
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we  jadge  saflbueot  to  preveufc  any  preCenoe  &r  a  Bepetitioa  of  Gom- 
plainU. 

If  any  violent  aotions  have  been  oommitted  by  Indmdualg^  they 
have  proceeded  from  minds  alarmed  by  apprehension  of  imminent 
Danger,  or  irritated  by  severe  Injuries.  We  mean  not  to  recriminate, 
but  only  to  recall  some  past  events  into  Remembrance ;  For,  we 
are  assured  that  the  Citizens  of  yonr  state  will  not  impute  any 
peculiar  want  of  "  mercy,''  to  the  People  of  this;  when  they  refleet 
that  the  Emigrants  from  Connecticut  seiied  by  violence  the  Laods^ 
which  are  now  claimed,  at  a  time  too,  when  Pennsylvania  was 
actually  invaded  by  a  formidable  Enemy,  ''  entered  by  Force  into 
the  Possessions  &  Labors''  of  Pennsylvanians,  plundered  them 
of  all  their  property,  &  drove  them  out  of  that  part  of  the  Country 
<— and  when  they  reflect,  also — that  at  the  Commencement  of  thoae 
Disturbances,  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  most  friendly 
and  strenuous  manner,  cautioned  Connecticut,  by  sending  an  Agent 
of  IHatinction  and  an  official  Letter,  against  oountenamnng  the  at* 
tempt  as  leading,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Letter,  into  an  endless 
scene  of  Trouble  and  Confusion,"  that  might  be  very  generally 
"  prejudicial." 

To  conclude,  let  the  whole  series  of  transaoUons,  relating  to  the 
Intrusion  upon  these  Lands,  be  impartially  considered,  and  we  are 
perfectly  convinced  the  People  of  this  State  will  be  regarded  as  much 
more  trespassed  against  than  trespassing.  We  shall  not  uselessly 
engage  in  the  detail,  nor  in  any  Dispute  upon  the  subject  Our 
sincere  wishes  are,  that  this  unhappy  affair  may  be  closed  in  such  a 
way  as  to  cause  as  little  Distress  as  possible  to  IndividualS|  and  as 
litUe  Detriment  as  possible  to  our  Common  Country. 
With  a  truly  great  Esteem, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  Excellencys  most 

obedient  hble.  servl, 
JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Hiff  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Connecticut 


HoK.  JoHJsr  MoNTGOMBET  TO  Pbbs.  Dickinsoh,  1788. 

Siri 

Annapolis,  7th  Matoh,  VJSL 

I  tnre  now  betoe  me  your  letter  of ^with  the  instructions  of 

Gkneral  Assembly  to  the  Delegates,  though  I  make  no  Doubt  bnl 
the  letter  which  his  Excellency  M'  Miffiin  Iw,  as  he  just  now  iqforaed 
me,  written  and  forward'  by  Cap^  Barney,  will  give  satisfaction,  yet 
the  respect  I  have  for  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  and  the 
inist  reposed  in  me  will  not  admitt  of  tny  being  silent    IiQiMt 
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ihenifora  beg  leave  to  inform  yon,  that  the  assignment  of  the  last 
Monday  in  Jane  next  for  the  appearance  of  the  parties  is  not  to 
Consider  whether  a  Court  shall  be  appointed  or  not,  but  for  the 
aetnal  appointment  of  a  Court  to  hear  and  Determine  the  private 
righl  of  soil  between  those  olaiminff  by  grants  nnder  different  states 
in  that  tract  of  territory  which  was  heretofore  in  Controversy  between 
Pennsyl*  and  Connection^  and  the  inrisdiotion  of  which  was  by  the 
Court  held  at  Trenton  adjudged  to  belong  to  PennsyK 

I  was  not  in  Congress  when  the  petition  of  Butler  and  others  & 
the  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  were  first  read,  nor  did 
I  arrive  untill  the  Committee  to  whom  they  had  been  referred  had 
made  report  and  Congress  was  ready  to  oome  to  adeoisioii.  Upon  first 
hearing  the  business  I  did  not  like  it  and  was  disposed  to  give  it  all 
the  oposition  in  my  power  especially  as  I  perceived  by  a  part  of 
Oovemor  IVumbull's  letter  that  the  State  of  Connecticut  was  not 
satisfied  with  the  Judgement  siven  and  there  was  some  expressions 
which  seemed  to  intimate  that  Aey  wanted  it  set  aside  and  a  new  trial 
granted.  But  as  the  Delegates  of  that  State  disavowed  such  intention 
and  moved  for  expungine  tKat  part  of  the  report  which  refened  to 
the  exceptionable  part  of  the  letter  and  only  insisted  on  the  right  of 
the  petitioners,  and  as  that  right  was  fouuded  on  the  articles  of 
oonfederation,  I  acquiesced  and  left  my  ooUegues  who  had  beard 
the  matter  from  the  beginning  to  give  the  vote  of  the  state,  I  wae 
the  easier  induced  to  olwerve  this  (induct  as  upon  examining  more 
ftitentively  the  articles  of  Confederation  I  was  perswaded  that  the 
granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  and  ordering  the  appointment 
of  this  Court  waa  a  confirmation  of  the  Judgment  of  the  court  at 
Trenton  which  decided  the  jurisdiction,  for  it  appeard  to  me  that  the 
eonrt  to  decide  upon  the  private  right  of  soil  eoa^  not  to  be  apoinled 
nor  have  any  right  to  sit  or  act  unless  it  was  taken  for  granted  that 
the  jurisdiction  was  previously  and  finally  adjudged  aid  Detemined. 

I  am  sensible  the  appointment  of  this  court  mav  be  attended  with 
inconveniences.  But  as  it  is  founded  on  the  articles  of  confederation 
and  a  constitutional  law  of  the  United  States,  they  ought  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  and  I  apprehend  it  would  be  very  dangerous  to  liberty  if 
those  who  have  only  the  power  of  appointing  a  court  shou*  RovefU 
an  arbitrary  right  of  Judgeing  whether  the  suitors  were  intitled  to 
the  benefit  of  the  Court.  This  in  my  opinion  only  belongs  to  the  court 
and  I  am  persuaded  the  Council  employed  by  the  claimants  under 
Pennsylvania  will  take  care  that  none  but  such  as  have  a  dear  right 
to  be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  Court  in  question. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  M'  Wilson  is  appointed  a  Delegate  and  that  he 
means  to  serve.  There  are  many  matters  now  coming  before  Congress 
which  are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  whole  union  as  well  as  to 
every  individual  state.  I  therefore  sincerely  wish  if  he  is  not  already 
set  out  on  hfa  journey  that  he  would  hasten  here  as  soon  as  possible 
and  I  am  the  more  desirous  of  this  as  I  should  be  glad  of  his  adrioo 
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before  we  take  eoy  step  cooformable  to  the  metrootioi  given  ^od  If 
have  his  aseiBtigice  if  the  Assembly  shall  contiQue  to  think  eneh  steps 
sqoeasary* 

Be  pleased  to  asure  the  Council  and  sepetnblj  of  my  most  sealoiw 
services  and  cloeeat  attention  to  the  interest  of  the  state  to  the  utmoel 
of  my  Abilities. 

I  am  with  great  respect  yonr 

Exoelleneys  obd'  humb^  Bervan*. 

JOHN  MONTGQMERr. 


Da.  HuTOHiKSON  TO  Gkh.  Irwik,  1784. 

.I>aiotpr  Hntohiaeons  oompUioeiita  to  Gren.  Irwin  and  acquaints  him 
that  the  Bearers  of  this  Leonard  Broom,  Jonathan  Trieckel,  Willftam 
Nichols  &  Daniel  Cross,  are  focir  of  those  unhappy  men  who  were 
bomt  so  very  Beverely>  when  the  aocidettt  happened  at  the  ire  works 
in  ttsfket  street;  D'  Hutchinson  applyed  to  Oen'  Irwin  at  tho  tioM^ 
k  Qouncil  were  kind  enough  to  engage  to  pay  their  expenses  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospitali  in  eonseqnence  of  whicdi  D'  Hutchinson  got 
one  of  the  men  who  is  not  mentioned  nboi^  admitted,  but  these  foar 
rather  ehooae  to  remsin  in  their  own  lodgbigSy  they  are  now  well  bat 
much  distressed,  all  their  cloaths  were  burnt,  and  they  have  been  at 
espencee  ever  since  the  accident.  I  apprehend  that  their  remaining 
out  of  the  Hospital  can  make  no  difference  to  Council,  and  that  the 
stme  aUowanee  might  be  aaade  to  them  to  enable  them  to  pay  fov 
their  board,  as  is  m%de  to  pay  for  the  person  who  is  in  the  Hospital  \ 
GeQ^  Irwin  however  will  himadf  be  better  able  to  judge  on  the  oce«- 
fion  and  if  he  thinks  it  can  be  done  with  propriety  repieaent  ^ 
ssatter  to  Council 
Me»dAy  Hovnil^  Mscoh  8"^,  1784. 

.   To.Qe».'Irwin« 


BiBTURII  07  Ot'FICERS  QF  TAB    TaOOP    OF  LlGHT  H0R8B  OX 

iHJs  Cauifx;  of  PmLADBLPaiA. 

A  Betnm  of  the  oficen  of  the  Troop  of  light  Horsa  of  the  County 

of  Philsd*. 

David  Snyder,  Captain. 
Abraham  Duffield^  Lieutenant. 
Isaac  Humphries,  Cornet. 

Pbikd*  County,  March  9"^  1784. 

W  COATS,  lieu^  0.  P. 

John  Armstrong,  Esq',  Secretary. 
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Return  of  Ofjetiobrs  fiest  Baxtauok,  Philadelphia. 

A  Betam  of  the  Officers  of  ihe  first  Battalion  of  the  Phila*  Coimtf 
militiai  oommanded  bj  Beig'  M^Vesgh,  Esq'. 


First  Compart. 

Denial  Worrelli  Captain. 
Robert  Wilson,  Lientenant 
Peaoook  MigopTi  Ensign. 

Second  Company. 

Thomaa  Holmes,  Captain. 
Jonathan  Dnngan,  Lieutenant 
Bnoeh  Holmes,  Bndgn. 

Third  Compact. 

Samnel  Swift,  Captain. 
John  Blmke,  Lieutenant, 
Bobert  Bohertson,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company. 


Fifth  Company.  • 

Jacob  Beads,  Captain. 
Casper  Beads,  Lieutenant 
Seriok  Striekler,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company. 

James  Potts,  Captain. 
John  Knowles,  Lieutenant 
David  Beniokson;  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company. 

Stephen  Burrows,  Captain. 
Henry  Young,  Lieutenant 
John  Davis,  Ensign. 

EiQHTH  Company. 


Joseph  Dearman,  Captain.  John  Bush,  Captain. 

Jacob  Ashton,  Lieutenant.  Christopher  Coon,  Lieutenant 

Jacob  Shearer,  Ensign.  Frederick  Altemus,  Ensign. 

Phi^d-  Cpuntj,  March  9%  1784. 

W-  COATS,  Lieu«  C.  P. 
Direetedj 

John   Armstrong,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Supreme  Executive 
Gpuncill  of  the  Stat^  o{  Pennsylvania. 


Pbbeidbkt  Dickinson  to  Mebohants  of  Philada.,  1784. 


Th0  offices  ITS  hold  are  bestowed  upon  us  for  the  public  service,  A 
in  order  to  falfil  the  obligations  of  such  a  trust  we  esteem  it  our 
Indispens^le  Dn|y  to  obtain  i^  the  Infonnatbn  that  maj  be  nssftil 
to  the  State. 

We  therefore  wish  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  Knowledge  and 
Experience  of  your  Body,  not  only  with  Bespeot  to  the  Bemoval  of 
the  Chevaux  de  Friie,  but  for  the  farther  Improvement  of  the  Navi« 

gillOQ  of  the  Biver  k  Bay,  and  in  general  for  the  promotion  of  the 
ommeroial  Interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  far  as  our  Bxerti6aB 
.can  oontribute  to  the  attainment  of  those  very  desirable  objects.  On 
the  first  subject  we  hope  to  be  soon  favoured  with  your  sentimental 
&  jipon  the  last  as  ^ou  may  from  time  to  time  thiuk  proper. 
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The  sabatanoe  of  the  Memorial  to  the  General  Assembly  which 
joo  have  been  pleased  to  mention,  appeared  to  Us  as  important  as  to 
Yon ;  and  not  knowing  of  jonr  intended  application  to  the  Hoose, 
we,  in  onr  Message,  at  the  Beginning  of  the  present  Session,  stronglj 
urged  ^'  the  Neoessity  of  a  dne  Onler  and  accnnte  Method  being 
observed  in  preparing  all  our  products  in  the  best  Manner  for&por- 
lation.^' 

By  a  former  message  on  the  eighteenth  of  last  Angnst,  we  repre- 
sented  to  tiie  Legislature  that  ^'  no  proper  provision  was  made  for 
the  measuring  of  Ghrain  &  Bali."  We  also  establbhed  a  temporary 
Begulation  concerning  those  articles. 

Any  advantages  which  the  Laws  admit  upon  these  points,  we  shall 
be  very  ready  to  make,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  what  the  course 
of  Business  suggests  to  your  observation  as  most  advisable. 

Q.  Who  are  the  Offioers  for  inspecting  Beef  &  Pork,  Flower  k 
Staves,  &c. 

With  a  very  great  &  sincere  Esteem, 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient. 

And  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
The  Merchants  of  Philadelphia. 
Indorsed  Mareh  18, 1784. 


Hon.  John  MoNiaoMERY  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Annapolis,  15th  March,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  your  Excellency  the  Journals  of  Congress 
for  1780  and  1781,  and  an  order  on  Mr.  Claypjle  for  those  of  1779 
and  1782,  which  includes  part  of  '83. 

.  Qtaly.eigbt  states  represented  in  Congreas ;  the  Delegstee  rf  the 
Delaware  State  are  Disqualified  to  serve,  having  been  appointed  Ist 
FeVy»  1783,  the  year  ending  Ist  Feb'y,  1784,  and  no  appotntneilt 
made  in  that  State  since.  Mr.  Bereslbrd's  time  m  up  this  day,  and 
fio  adct  from  South  Carolina  of  a  new  appointmenl,  so  that  we  are 
prev^ted  from  prooeeding  on  the  inqportant  and  pressing  Buaiaeas 
now  before  Congress. 

1  am,  with  great  respeet, 

Your  EzoelleDo/s  most  obd't, 
Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  MONTQOMERYi 
JKrected, 

'  His  Exoellenoy,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  Pros't  of  the  Sup.  Ex. 
Coanoil  at  Philadelphia. 

*  See  pages  208, 210,  212,  221. 
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Mbrohants  of  Philadelphia  to  Prbs.  Diokinbon,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  19  March,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  fttteDtion  with  which  Connoil  have  been  pleaaed  to  honor  oni^ 
application,  demands  onr  acknowledgments,  and  we  should  be  wanting 
in  the  Respect  we  owe  to  the  Ezecuti?e  Power  of  the  State,  and  to 
the  Duties  of  our  appointment,  if  we  should  withhold  any  informa- 
tion which  they  may  think  proper  to  ask,  and  which  we  are  compe- 
tent to  give. 

The  Removal  of  the  Chevaux  de  frize  is,  in  our  Estimation,  an 
Objeot  of  the  first  importance  to  the  Navigation  of  the  State,  and 
ooght,  at  all  Events,  to  be  attempted  as  soon  as  the  Season  will 
permit  We  presume  that  in  (his,  as  in  ill  pablie  Undertakings,  if 
persons  of  Ability  would  engage  to  perform  the  Service  by  Contract, ' 
for  a  speoifio  Sum,  that  m<Mle  would  be  the  most  eligible;  but  if 
auoh  Persons  cannot  be  found,  we  would  recommend  that  the  Bnii^ 
Bess  be  put  under  the  Direction  of  Uie  Wardens  of  the  Port,  With 
Instructions  to  employ  the  best  means  in  their  Power  for  aiioom^ 
ptishing  so  necessary  an  End. 

The  message  of  Council  at  the  opening  of  the  present  Sessbn  com* 

Eihended  many  of  the  objects  which  we  wished  to  bring  before  our 
presentatives;  and  our  memorial,  it  was  imagined,  would  furnish 
additional  Motives  for  taking  them  into  immediate  Oonsideratioa* 
It  is  to  be  lamented  that  neithw  the  one  nor  the  other  has  had 
the  desired  Effect }  and  that  new  Impositions  on  Trade  should  be 
adopted  without  any  Reference  to  the  Parties  who  are  to  be  imme- 
diately affected  by  them,  &  without  the  smallest  Attention  to  the 
Improvement  of  that  Commerce  upon  which  those  Impositions  are  hads 
,  We  have  thought  it  our  Duty  by  another  Memorial,  to  solicit  the 
Attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  this  Business,  &  we  still  flattei; 
ourselves  our  applications  may  be  regarded. 

If  the  Prayer  of  our  Petitions  should  be  granted,  the  Superin- 
tendance  of  many  of  the  Regulations  will  necessarily  be  in  the 
Council.  Should  that  happen  &  onr  Experience  can  be  useful,  ever^ 
information  in  our  power  will  be  cheerfully  given.  In  the  mean 
time  the  officers  who  superintend  the  measurement  of  Salt  &  GruQ^ 
&  the  Inspection  of  Beef  &  Pork,  being  of  their  appointment,  it  inay 
be  in  their  power  to  put  those  Duties  into  the  hands  of  Persons  who 
will  execute  them  with  Reputation  to  the  State. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  With  perfect  Respect, 

four  Excellencies  most  obedient,&  very  humble  Servants. 

CHA.  PETTIT, 
JOHN  NIXON, 
TH08.  FITZSIMONS, 
ISAAC  HAZLE HURST, 
J.  M.  NESBITT.* 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  Council. 

*  See  GoL  Rec.,  Vol.  ICIV.,  p.  64,^and  preceding  page  (220.) 
10* 
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Council  to  Commb's  of  Taxbs  in  Philad'a,  1784. 

PhOadelpliia,  March  20Ui,  17d4L 
OentlemeOy 

Council  wish  to  know  what  is  the  amount  of  Tax  arising  from 
Billiard  Tables*  in  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia^  and  I  hav^ 
their  direction  to  request  you  will  please  to  give  them  the  necessary 
Information  on  that  subject. 

2>trer(0(f,— Commissioners  of  the  Taxes  in  the  City  andCounty  of 
Philadelphia. 


Dayh)  Meads  to  Col*  Moobb,  1784. 

Wiofldng,  Masoh  20th,  1784. 
Ktf 

Agreeablo  to  your  Desire  I  must  inform  you  thai  there  ia  Beef  to 
liMt  imtil  the  lirsl  of  May,  Whiskey,  Wheat  and  Com  for  a  Month, 
and  am  assured  by  Mr.  Weitsel  that  a  Boat  Load  of  Flower  wiU  b# 
Bee*  here  as  soon  as  Possable  after  the  Ri?er  is  Navigable. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &e., 

.  DAVID  MBADB. 


Major  James  Moors  to  Prbs.  DiceinsoiT)  1784. 

Fort  Dicldttson,  March  20^  1784. 
Sir, 

The  People  in  this  Country  has  sufFeied  Exceedingly  by  the  late 
f^esh,  not  less  than  150  Houses  have  been  carried  away.  The  Grain 
is  Prinoipaly  Lost,  and  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  CattU 
drowned — the  Water  was  30  feet  above  Low  Water  Mark. 

Inclosed  I  send  your  Excellency  a  Return  of  the  Provirion  noir 
in  store  and  of  the  Quantity  that  is  shortly  expected  up  the  River. 
'  Inclosed  you  have  the  deposition  of  James  Culver,  it  is  a  prelude 
id  the  troubles  we  have  every  reason  to  expect  this  spring. 

The  water  was  so  High  in  the  Garrison  that  some  of  the  ammuni- 
tion was  Injured. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the 

Highest  Esteem,  your  Excellency's 

most  Obd*  servt, 

J.  MOORE. 
Indoned — An'account  of  the  Fresh  in  the  Susquehanna  &  peoples 
Bufferings  in  conseqaence. 

Directed. — His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  of 
the  State  of  Penn*,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  page  224. 
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Pbbs.  Dickinson  zo  Spbakbb  op  Assbmblt^  1784 

In  Coanoil,  Maroh  28d,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  bave  this  Day  received  the  inclosed  Letter  from  the  Minisftcf 
of  France,  whioh^we  think  proper  to  oommonioate  to  jov  HononUs 
House. 

I  am  with  great  Kespeot,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  and 

most  hnmble  Servant^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

The  Honorable^  the  Speaker. 


Pftss.  Dickinson  to  Minisxbr  ov  Fbanob,  1784. 

In  Oonncil,  Maroh  28d,  17S4. 
Sir, 

This  Day  We  have  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Letter  of 
yesterday,  which  we  shall  immediately  communicate  to  the  General 
Assemb^. 

A  Law  of  thb  State  passed  last  March,  ordered  notes  of  one 
Year's  Interest  to  be  paid  on  Certificates  of  monies  loaned  to  the 
United  States  or  Debts  due  from  them,  where  such  Certificates  wese 
issued  from  the  Loan  Office  of  this  State,  or  granted  for  ArUdes 
fdmishnd  or  Services  performed  by  Citizeos  of  tnis  State,  and  in  the 
name  and  tor  the  use  of  persDns,  wbb  at  the  time  of  issuing  were 
or  since  have  been  Citiiens  of  Chis  State  and  aie  awtodly  resident 
within  the  same. 

I  am  .with  Regard,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  serraiii^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON.  : 

The  Mmister  of  France. 


Prbs.  Dipkinson  to  Delbqaths  in  OoNaRBSS,  1784. 

Oentlemen, 

Dr.  Ewing,  &  David  Rittenhouse,  John  Lnkens  k  Thomas  Hutch- 
ins,  Esquires,  are  appointed  Commissioners  by  Council  for  ascer- 
taining the  Boundary  Line  between  Virginia  and  this  State,  in 
pnrsuance  of  the  agreement  made  at  Baltimore  on  the  Sist  of 
August,  1779.* 

*  See  Vol.  YUt.^  p.  862,  &e.,--also.  Vol.  IX. 
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For  this  purpose,  two  of  the  Commissioners  of  each  State,  propose 
to  meet  at  the  Eastera  Extremity  of  Mason  k  Dixon's  Line,  k  the 
rest  of  them  at  the  Western  Extremity  thereof,  the  Beginning  of 
next  Jane. 

As  it  is  designed  thatithe  Meridian  Line  for  the  Western  Bonnd- 
iny  of  this  State  should  also  he  run  if  it  can  be  safely  done,  We 
think  it  proper  that  Consress  should  be  informed  of  these^Intentions, 
which  we  desire  you  will  please  to  communicate. 


Com.  of  Taxbb  oe  Phii^d'a,  to  Prbb.  Dickutson,  1784. 

To  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President,  and  the 
Honorable,  the  Supreme  Executive  GoiUioil  cMf  the  Oommonweelth 
of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  Council,  we  hare  exarafndd  our 
Books  of  Assessment,  and  find   that  the  tax  arising  on   Billiard 
Tables,*  in  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphiai  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  and  forty  five  Pounds. 
We  are  with  very  great  respect, 

your  most  obed^  k  very  hum*  servants, 

MICHAEL  SJIUBART. 
JOHN  BROOKE. 
Philad-,  Mareh2kh,  1784. 

His  Exoellencyi  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President^  ko.,  &c. 


BbPORT  to  GSNBRAL*As8BBCBLTy   1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania! 

Thursday,  March  25, 1784,  A.  M. 

The  committee  appointed  March  11,  to  confer  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  respecting  the  proper  time  for  withdrawing  the 
troops  stationed  at  Wyoming,  made  report,  which  was  read  and  on 
motion  and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  ^second  time  and 
adopted  as  follows,  (viz  ) 

The  committee  directed  to  confer  with  Council  respecting  the 
proper  time  for  removing  the  troops  from  Wyoming,  report : 

That  they  have  performed  that  service,  and  find  Oounoil  un- 
animously of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  remove 
Ihe  troops  before  the  first  day  of  December  next ;  but  notwithstatidr 
ing  the  opinion  of  that  honorable  body,  which  seems  to  be  founded 
upon  no  other  reasons  than  those  already  mentioned,  and  fully 
debated  by  this  House;  Tour  committee  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolution;  (viz :) 

*  See  pi^  222. 
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Beiol?^  thai  tbd  bltok  in  the  leBcdatioD  of  ibe  eleventh  hiAUnl^ 
reapeoting  the  discharge  of  the  troopa  now  ataiioiied  at  Wjomii^ 
be  filled  ap  with  the  first  day  of  June  next. 

Extract  from  the  Minates. 

J.  8HALLUS, 

Aw'  Clerk 
«  of  the  General  ABsemblj. 


Pb£8oks  who  Pubchassp  Protikcb  Iblasd  aiu>  Oity 
Lots,  1784» 

List  of  persons  indebted  to  the  State  for  the  porehase  of  Provinoe 
,  laland  aikd  Oity  Lota, 

Dajs  of  payment.  Sums  Dae.      Prices. 

George  Henry, 
7ohn  Mitchell, 
^Robert  Cocks, 
*£phriam  Blaine,*  . 
Bioberd  Humpton, . 
John  Mitchell, 
Blair  M'Clenachan, 
I>        .         .         . 
Philip  Moore,  • 
♦William  Sheaff,     . 
James  Longhead,    . 
Dunlap  &  Sudden, 
Joseph  Dean, 
John  !faylor, 
Davis  &  Patton, 
*SamueI  M.  Brown, 
George  Bickham,    . 
John  Barker, 
Peter  Stretch, 
♦John  Clendennin, 
Anthony  Cuthbert, 
Ephraim  Blaine,     . 
Thomas  Lelper, 
♦William  Grinding, 
Jacob  Esler, 
D'  John  Morgan,   . 
♦Stacey  Hepburn,  . 
George  Way, 
John  Danlap, 
Dunlap  &  Budden, . 


1781, 

July  26.    .    . 

.    Mb9 

£1140  10 

1782,  Pet.  23,    .     . 

.       121 

178 

1781, 

Sep.  5,      .     . 

.     1088 

1083 

, 

D*    I>,     .    . 

1033 

1083 

1782, 

March  6,   .     .    . 

110 

189 

.1%  .     . 

127 

174 

.!)•,.    .    . 

80 

119 

.  D',  .    . 

27 

196 

April 

.    4,  .    .    . 

252 

588    " 

.  18,  .    .    , 

1230 

1280 

.  25,  .    . 

10 

128 

May' 

.  8*; .  . 

203 

268 

.  29,  .    . 

158 

217   : 

••  D%  .     •    , 

77 

180 

June 

.  17,  .    .    . 

164 

254     ' 

.  I>,  .    .    . 

13^ 

184     ' 

.  D.    .    . 

258 

845     •■ 

July* 

.  31,   .     .    . 

243 

881 

.  D-,  .    .    . 

74 

185 

April 

.18    .     .    . 

88 

88 

Oct. 

.  11,  .    .    . 

249 

827 

.  D',   .     .    . 

87 

255 

1783,' 

May  30'S  .     .     . 

670 

1660 

.  D»,   .     .    . 

375 

875 

.  D-    .     .     . 

806 

350 

.  D-; .  .  . 

1506 

2155 

.  D%  .    .    . 

165 

165 

.  D-    .    .    . 

673 

665 

.jy,  .   .   . 

530 

2815 

1782J  June  17*,      .    . 

485 

632 

Those  marked,*  have  paid  no  part  of  the  purchase  money. 
The  above  ballanoes  are  set  down  in  ronnd  numbers,  as  it  wouM 
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be  wAbbb  to  ootopnte  the  Interest  ftocnraielj  'till  it  is  kno^im  ivliai 
Idtid  of  moniey  they  will  be  paid  in. 

Brrora  Szoepted.  " 

DAVID  RITTENHOUSE. 

Man^h  25th,  1784. 
Indorsed^ 

The  Treasnren  Report  of  Moni^^ne  for  City  Lots. 

Read  in  Ootmoil,  26th  of  March,  1784~atid  the  8ee^  direeted  to 
request  the  attendanoe  of  the  Att^  Oe&'  to  eonfer  with  CoaiuuL 


TiMOTHT  MaTLAOK  TO  SPEAKER  OF  THE  GeIIBRL  AESBKBLT, 

1784. 
^ 

To  the  honorable  Oebrge  Gray,  Esq%  Speaker  6f  the  General 
Aflaemblyi 

March,  25, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  famished  with  a  Copy  of  a  letter  of  the  4^^  of  last 
month  from  James  Wilson  and  Williank  Bradfdrd,  Esq'*,  to  yon  in 
whieh  they  say  that  ''the  Counsel  retained  to  conduet  the  dause 
**  between  the  Commonwealth  &  Timothy  Matlaok  Esq',  aknicabl^ 
'^  entered  in  the  Supreme  Court  agreably  to  the  resolution  of  the 
'^  hon'ble  (General  Assembly  bf  Pennsylvania  beg  leave  to  report, 
''that  they  find  it  impossible  to  carry  the, said  lesolution  into  elFecl 
''so  as  to  do  justioe^to  the  Commonwealth.^  As  some  measure  of 
justice  is  due  to  me  as  well  as  to  the  Commonwtelth,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  deemed  orimiftd  on  my  paA,  if  I  have  1>een  sO  attentive  to 
my  own  security  as  to  guard  against  those  measures  ^hioh  my  ooun- 
sel,  as  well  as  myself,'  considered  as  artfully  planned  to  Surprize  and 
ensnare  me. 

The  letter  of  the  counsel  fot  the  State,  loads  me  with  'he  odium 
of  having  prevented  the  resolution  of  the  hooorablis  house  from 
being  carried  into  effect,  by  evading  the  trial  which  I  myself  had 
sought.  This  charge  is  not  founded  in  truth ;  ot  the  other  hand,  I 
ean  furnish  autheutiok  vouchers  for  the .  truth  of  What  I  shall  ne# 
State  to  you,  and  thro  you  to  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly. 
This  cause  ought  to  have  been  tried  long  before  this  day ;  &  I  solio- 
ited  very  earnestly  to  liave  it  brought  to'  trial  last  April  term  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  &  again  at  September  term  f  yet  thro'  no  fault  of 
mine,  nor  from  want  of  diligence  in  my  counsel,  the  cause  was  not 
entered  on  the  Docket,  until  I  was  obliged  to  take  a  rule  for  exam- 
ininc  Oen^  Lacey  in  New  Jersey  a  few  days  before  the  day  apnoiut- 
ed  .&r  the  trial,  which  was  the  27^  of  January,  and  altho  i  had 
taken  pains  with  the  assistance  of  my  counseli  to  have  the  jsry 

See  Col.  Bee.  XIY.  p.  66. 
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Strattk  more  thao  two  months  before  the  day  appointed  for  trial } 
jet  the  Yeoire  facias  was  not  taken  ont  on  the  part  of  the  Oommof^k 
wealth  and  delivered  to  the  Sheriff,  until  abont  two  days  preoedsstf 
that  appointed  for  the  trial  No  delay  was  affected  on  my  part,  and 
when  the  jnry  did  not  attend  upon  the  short  notice  given  to  them } 
at  my  own  earnest  reqnest  and  entreaty  another  day  was  appointed* 
That  day  arrived,  to  wit  the  Sd  of  Feb'y ;  a  jnry  attended,  and  then 
arose  the  diffionlty  which  I  am  now  charged  with  creating. 

Here  it  is  necessary  to  look  back  to  the  begining  of  this  business; 
80  far  as  respects  the  ordering  of  the  matter  to  be  tried  between  the 
Oommonwealth  and  myself.  When  the  Comptroller  General  and 
myself  differed  in  opinion,  npon  certain  charges  I  made  of  montea 
on  aoeonnt  of  my  salary  and  fees  belonging  to  my  late  office,  I  pro^ 
pomd  to  him  that  the  question  arising  upon  those  charges  should 
^ther  be  submitted  to  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Snpream 
Court  as  (questions  of  law,  or  be  referred  for  trial  to  a  Jury  in  the 
Common  Pleas  or  Snpream  Court  upon  a  feigned  iante;  both  of 
^hich  methods  I  stated  with  the  a^istance  of  counsel,  as  being  con^ 
Bonant  to  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  England*  This 
fact  you  will  find  supported  by  the  proposition  I  made  signed  with 
my  name.  The  report  made  by  the  Comptroller  General  on  mj 
teoovmt,  the  10<^  of  March,  1788,  admitted  that  the  account  of 
monies  received  by  me  is  probably  right,  and  contains  no  other  ol> 
jections  to  them,  than  certain  articles  of  credit  therein  stated  which 
are  really  questions  of  hiw.  He  adds,  that  my  proposition  to  detet«> 
mine  them  either  by  stating  the  questions  therein  mentioned  for  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges,  or  trying  the  tonCuUd  poinU  by  a  jury  (which 
I  had  proposed  to  have  tried  on  a  feigned  isfue  as  I  have  already 
mentioned)  appeared  to  be  very  Reasonable,  ft  prays  ta  be  instructed 
by  the  Honorable  Council  or  Assembly,  what  may  to  their  prndenoe 
ft  Superior  Wisdom  appear  most  eligibly,  and  that,  if  necessary^ 
counsel  might  be  employed.  On  the  21**  day  of  March  last,  the 
President  in  Council,  by  a  Message  to  the  Honorable  the  AiseaUy 
signified,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  *^  pnsimed  die  ques»> 
tions  of  right  might  he  determined  in  the  manner  proposed  hy  tht 
Steretaryy  which  appeared  to  them  to  be  reasonable."  This  Mess* 
age  on  the  same  day  was  referred  to  a  Committee. 

On  the  22*  day  of  March  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  mado 
and  adopted  ^that  the  Secretary  had  charged  the  SMte  with  a  very 
considerable  sum  which  the  Comptroller  General  declares  to  m 
altogether  inadmissable  and  prayed  to  be  instructed  by  the  HoDora^ 
ble  the  Council  or  Assembly  ftc,"  and  it  was  thereupon  resolved  i^ 
the  House  <'  That  the  Comptrdler  General  of  this  State^  proceed  to 
the  trial  of  the  contested  points  in  the  accounts  of  Timothy  Matlack| 
tisq%  in  the  Snpream  Court ;  and  that  he  be  authorised  to  employ 
Counsel  for  that  purpose.' 

The  objections  made  by  the  Comptroller  General  on  certain  points 
of  IaW|  as  to  my  salary  and  fees,  stated  by  him^  formed  these  orates* 
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ted  points,  and  these  oontested  points,  pArticolarly  stated,  were  all 
which  were  directed  hj  the  House  to  be  tried  by  a  Jurj  in  the 
Baf>ream  Court.  From  that  time  to  the  present  I  have  been  alwaja 
ready  to  form  the  feigned  issue,  and  mj  counsel  inform  me  thev 
have  repeatedly  proposed  and  urged  it,  at  every  court  since  Maroa 
last  I  expected  that  these  contested  p<Hnts  &  these  only  would  hava 
been  stated  for  the  opinion  of  the  jury  under  the  direction  of  the 
Judges  and  I  had  a  right  to  expect  it,  because  the  order  of  the 
House  was  confined  to  these.  Did  /prevent  this  and  thereby  render 
*^  it  impossible  to  carry  the  resolution  of  the  House  into  effect  T* 
Far  from  it;  but  on  the  other  hand  the  Counsel  for  the  State 
dttdared,  that  the  house  had  ordered  what  could  not  be  done,  that  it 
was  an  absurdity  in  itself;  that  to  swear  a  jury  to  try  and  eive  their 
verdict  on  a  point  of  law  was  a  thing  which  had  never  before  been 
heard  of.  Whether  this  circumstance  be  the  one  which  makes  it 
^  impossible  to  carry  the  resolution  of  the  House  into  eflfect  so  as  tt 
do  justice  to  the  Commonwealth''  I  cannot  determine ;  but  the  diffi* 
enlly  ia  not  imputable  to  me ;  fd^  my  Counsel  remonstrated  that  the 
Attorney  General  had  no  authority  to  proceed  against  me  but  con- 
formably to  the  order  of  the  House ;  that  as  to  any  absurdity  in  the 
mode  prescribed,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  to  obey,  &  that 
the  thing  was  not  imputable  to  us,  because  I  had  offered  to  refer  the 
contested  points  to  the  opinion  of  the  Judges. 

Thus  &r  I  was  surely  not  to  blame ;  for  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Counsel  for  the  State,  it  was  absurd  or  impossible  to  carry  the 
order  of  the  House  into  effect,  the  fault  lay  not  at  my  door — I  went 
further :  Wishing  to  remove  every  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  speedy 
deeisbn  I  again  offered  to  state  the  contested  points  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Judges,  who  were  best  quali£ed  to  decide  on  questions  of  law. 
This  was  refused.  I  urged  the  forming  a  feigned  issue  and  trying 
it  by  a  Jury  agreably  to  my  first  proposition,  which  had  been  dedar^ 
reasonable  by  the  Comptroller  General,  by  the  Supreme  Executive 
Oowicil  &  by  the  Honorable  the  House  of  Assembly ;  agreably  to 
ihe  establbhed  mode  of  trying  contested  points  which  arise  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  &  agreably  to  our  own  practice  in  the  Case  of 
issues  directed  from  the  Registers  Court  to  try  the  validity  of  wills. 
This  proposition,  if  accept^  would-  have  brought  the  "  contested 
points"  ^ly  before  the  court  and  jury  for  trial,  without  a  possibil- 
ity of  Surprise  or  the  least  undue  advantages  to  either  party.  It 
would  also  have  had  uninterrupted  usage  with  a  long  and  respectable 
train  of  precedents  to  authorise  it.  This  however  was  rejected,  and 
rejected  by  the  very  Gentlemen  who  have  since  told  the  House,  that 
ihey  find  it  impossible  to  carry  the  resolution  of  the  House  into 
effect 

What  was  to  be  done  1  The  Court  declared  that  an  issue  must 
be  formed  in  some  mode  before  the  Cause  could  be  tried.  But  the 
Counsel  for  the  State  would  agree  to  no  other  mode  of  doing  it  than 
diat  of  filing  a  declaration  against  me  for  money  had  and  received 
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Ij  me  for  the  use  of  the  State.    To  this  I  rabmitted  on  condition 
that  the  contested  points  to  be  tried  might  be  stated  in  writing. 

After  three  or  four  attempts,  in  which  the  Gonnsel  for  the  State 
receded  from  their  own  propositions  as  often  as  they  were  agreed  to 
im  my  part,  the  points  to  be  tried  were  agreed  to  &  signed  by  my 
oonnsel.     But  when  the  jttry  was  ready  to  be  sworn,  it  appeared 
that  no  deolaration  was  yet  filed,  &  when  I  was  perfectly  willing  ft 
as  I  thonght  ready  for  the  trial  a  new  and  veiry  nnezpected  scene 
was  dieoloeed.     A  declaration  was  drawn  np  at  the  table,  in  which  I 
was  charged,  not  with  the  sum  specified  in  the  Comptrollers  report 
to  be  the  snm  received  by  me,  but  with  having  received  ninety  seven 
thousand  Pounds ;  a  sum  far  beyond  the  sum  stated  by  the  Gomp* 
troUer  General  and  beyond  what  I  had  any  imagination  that  I  was 
ever  sospeeted  of  receiving.     A  new  aocotint  was  also  exhibited  by 
the  Comptroller,  upon  very  different  principles  &  for  a  much  larger 
sum  than  that  contained  in  his  report.     One  of  the  Counsel  for  the 
state  also  mentioned,  that  they  had  additional  charges  to  make  even 
beyond  their  new  account ;  but  what  those  additional  charges  were 
he  refused  to  mention  &  I  do  not  yet  know.     These  matters  were 
widely  different  from  those  which  the  house  had  ordered  to  be  tried 
&  which  I  came  prepared  to  defend  myself  against.     My  accusation 
was  in  part  new,  &  part  of  it  yet  concealed,  ready  to  be  brought 
forward  at  the  very  instant  of  trial,  when  material  witnesses  might 
be  absent,  records  unsearched,  papers  and  authentic  documents  out 
of  my  hands  and  not  attainable,  and  my  counsel  totally  uninstructed 
as  to  all  the  new  matter.     Against  attacks  of  this  nature  innocence 
is  not  a  sure  protection;  because  time  and  preparation  are  often 
necessary  to  make  innocence  appear,  especially  where  long  accounts 
&  complicated  facts  are  in  question.    I  refused  to  be  thus  entrapped ; 
but  lest  the  cause  should  not  go  on,  I  made  another  proposition ; 
that  the  counsel  employed  against  me  should  proceed  in  the  very 
mode  that  they  wished  to  do,  if  they  would  confine  themselves  to 
the  account  stated  by  the  comptroller  general  in  his  report,  which 
was  the  subject  matter  of  the  trial  directed  by  the  house  of  assembly. 
This  proposition  was  also  rejected.     The  court  interposed  &  desired 
the  counsel  on  both  sides  to  converse  together,  &  endeavor  to  fall 
upon  some  method  of  terminating  the  dispute.     This  was  at  length 
agreed  to,  'tho  with  reluctance  by  the  counsel  for  the  State,  and 
when  the  counsel  on  both  sides  withdrew  together,  I  hoped  that 
some  mode  for  bringing  the  matter  in  controversy  to  a  fair  trial  might 
hare  been  fallen  upon  ;  but  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  State  began  the 
conferenoe  by  declaring  that  it  was  his  fixed  determination  not  to 
recede  in  the  smallest  degree  from  what  they  had  before  urged. 
This  very  singular  mode  of  accommodating  the  dispute  which  was 
entirely -different  from  what  was  recommended  by  the  court,  broke  off 
the  treaty,  &  it  is  evident,  that  it  would  have  been  vain  &  ridiculous 
in  us  to  make  any  propositions,  when  we  were  assuftd  that  none  of 
any  kind^  however  reasonable^  would  be  accepted. 
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Tha  opQwqneiioe  vas  thai  the  ooari  dianined  tlie  jary  from 
farther  attQodanoa  &  the  reBolotion  of  the  hoiue  was  not  carried  into 
effect.  Whether  this  was  oocasloiied  hy  me,  or  bj  those  who  charge 
9ie  with  it,  the  honorable  house  will  be  at  no  loss  to  determiae. 

I  do  herebjr  renew  all  the  propositions  whioh  I  have  made  aad 
which  are  contained  in  this  letter.  It  is  beneath  the  dignity  of 
goveroroent  to  wish  to  ensnare  an  innocent  man,  &  I  cannot  penoaila 
myself  that  the  legisUture  really  desire  it.  The  qoestions  to  be  tried 
i^re  fiurly  stated  in  the  Comptroller  Generals  report.  I  am  willing 
t<^  sabmit  those  qaestiona  to  a  court  or  a  jury.  I  have  no  objeetion« 
^  the  jury  who  were  stnu^  in  the  cause  or  to  any  other  good  mea« 
As  my  ca^  may  possibly  form  a  leading  precedent  in  cases  of  the 
like  nature,  I  would  submit  ijt  to  the  wisdom  of  the  honorable  housoy 
?rhether  a  feigned  issue,  in  which  all  the  points  in  contest  are  fairly 
atated  in  case  of  trial  by  jury  &  in  which  we  are  warranted  by  the 
aian^ple  &  practice  of  ages  be  not  the  most  eligible  mode. 
I  am  with  due  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  MATLACK. 


Instructions  to  Comm'bs  for  running  Boundary  Line, 

1784, 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  March  26th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

With  this  letter  you  will  receive  a  Certificate  of  the  act  of  Coun- 
cil respecting  your  appointment  duly  authenticated. 

We  confide  in  your  abilities  and  attention,  that  the  very  importai^t 
business  committed  to  your  charge  will  be  performed  in  th^  besit 
manner. 

Yonr  first  employment  after  the  necessary  astronomical  observa- 
tional we  presume  will  be  the  Extension  of  Mason's  and  Dixon's 
line,  duo  West  five  degrees  of  Longitude.  This  extended  lii^  we 
desire  to  have  marked  by  Stones  properly  prepared  and  fixed  in  the 
ground,  at  the  distance  of  five  miles  from  one  another,  e^exj  stone 
to  be-  inscribed  with  its  distance  from  the  Biver  Delaware.  The 
South  West  Corner  of  the  State  should  be  marked  with  a  Urge 
.Stone,  well  fixed  and  by  a  considerable  heap  of  smaller  stones  around 
it.  The  bearings  &  distance  of  near  &  remarkable  objeots  around  it 
should  be  taken  &  be  mentioned  in  the  Report  of  proceedings.  The 
line  from  thence  to  the  Northern  Limit  of  the  State  should  he 
marked  as  the  Southern  boundary  is  to  be,  computing  the  distance 
to  be,  inscribed  upon  each  Stone  therein  from  the  South  Yfeef 
Comer. 
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W^  liope  Ihafc  suoh  j^  peoee  will  be  be  eetebltabed  vilh  the  Indiiiiift 
before  yoxk  arrive  at  the  Ohio  in  ruDoiDg  the  Weatara  boundaryy 
Ihat  jou  my  nai^y  proceed  in  thatr  Work  to  ite  northern  BxjtKBiitj. 
In  thai  Case,  we  wish  yon  to  aaoertain  the  North  Westam  G<mien 
of  IhieStMe  hy  aetronomioal  obtervationa  in  the  Latitude  of  fortjr 
three  degrees,  and  to  mark  that  aathe  Sonih  Weet  Corner  is  to  be. 

We  have  given  Notice  to  Congress  of  yonr  appointment  as  Com- 
missioners to  make  these  surveys;  and  if  any^shpuld  be  appointed 
on  their  part,  you  will  be  pleased  to  act  in  oonjuDction  with  them. 

As  you  Gentlemen  in  the  Execution  of  this  Commission,  will 
travel  aver  many  parts  of  the  Country,  We  cannot  but  ardently 
wish  that  you  may  embrace  the  opportunity  of  making  ev^ty  obsoR- 
vation  and  obtaining  all  possible  information  oonoerniipg  the  sitna- 
tion  and  courses  of  Kivers,  Streams,  Hills  and  Mountains,  that  may 
be  of  the  least  use  in  assisting  the  public  Councils,  on  the  very 
interesting  subjects  of  forming  the  most  advantageous  commu- 
nicatiQ^  bjr  roods  and  oaBals  hitween  the  differentt  pactn  pf  the 
State. 

We  haye.  appoinled  Colonel  Andrew  Pinter  to  attend  you  as  Com- 
missary under  your  direction.  He  is  to  purchase  before  you  set  ,en| 
Che  articles  of  which  a  list  is  enclosed,  except  such  sa  can  be  cbtaihed 
txQta  the  publio  stores,  procure  provisions  at  the  places  of  operatioiQi 
hire  necessary  Labourers,  and  to  render  a  juat  and  true  acoonnt  c| 
the  Monies  expended. 

I  am  Qentlemen, 
with  great  Esteem  and  Regard, 
your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.*  . 

Doctor  John  Ewing,  David  Rittenhouse,  John  Luke^s,  and  Thomas 
Hntchins,  Esq.,  Commissioners  for  running  the  Boundary  Line 
between  this  State  and  Virginia'. 


Sbo'y  of  GowoRBfifl  TO  Prbs.  Dioeinson,  1784. 

.    Annapolis,  20th  March,  1784. 
Sir, 

in  pursuance  of  the  within  aet  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  I  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  your  Excellency  on  the 
26th,  January  la8t,f  in  the  terms  prescribed,  a  notifleaticn  of  the 
application  made  in  Congress  for  the  insAitutioo  of  a  Coiirt  to  de- 
termine the  private  right  of  soil  betiroen  the  Indivi^iuals  claiming 
niidcr  diffeKnVSt|i.t^  in  thsl;  tract  of  Country  which  by  a  late  Fede- 
ral Court  has  been  adjudged  to  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  assignment 
of  a  day  for  the  parties  to  appear  before  Congress  on  a  Committee 

♦  See  CoL  Bee.,  XIV.  pp.  69,  74,  288,  618.  f  See  page  194. 
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•f  Ihe  States,  for  institating  saoh  Ooturt  agreeably  to  the  ntades  of 
Confederation.  ' 

Ab  I  have  not  been  fayonr'd  ^ith  an  answer,  and  it  may  beoevM 
neoeaeary  to  show  that  the  notification  has  been  dnly-reeetved,  I 
nnst  request  your  Excdlenoy  to  take  the  troable  of  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  this  or  of  my  former  Letter. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respect  yonr  Excellency, 
most  obet.  &  most  hum.  Senrant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylrania. 


Prvs.  DicfKiNSON  TO  GoL.  Jambs  MoORBy  1784* 

In  Council,  PhiUida.,  March  80th,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  your  Letter,  and  the  inclosed  deposition  botli 
which  we  laid  before  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  and  now  send  a  lata 
resolntion  of  that  Honorable  Body. 

With  great  Esteem  and  Consideration 

I  am^  Sir,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed, 
Colo.  Moore,  at  Wyoming. 

Council  to  John  Wbitzbl,  1784. 

In  Coundl,  Philadelphia,  March  80th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  directions  of  Council  to  inclose  to  you  a  Copy  of  the 
Besolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  25Ui  instant  for  dis- 
charging the  Garrison  of  Wyoming  on  the  firat  June  next — and 
that  it  is  the  sense  of  Council  you  should  not  furnish  provisiona  to 
the  Troops  stationed  at  that  place  after  that  day. 
I  am,  Sir  with  much  respect, 

your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

J.  T.,  for  J.  A.,  jr ,  Sec"y. 
Directedf 

John  Weitzle,  Esqr. 
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Commissioners  on  Boundart  Line  io'Prss.  Dickinson. 

1784. 

Sir, 

We  havo  conBidered  the  propoeals  made  to  us,  by  the  Ezeontivo 
Council,  and  are  aoanimoiislj  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  inoontietent 
with  the  BusinoBB  for  ub  to  have  anything  to  do  with  providing 
Meoeesaries  for  ouraelTesi  or  with  being  dependent  on  the  Hamonr 
of  a  Conraiasarj  so  that  unless  it  be  part  of  his  Dnty  to  provide  for 
lis,  we  cannot  undertake  the  Work.  And  when  we  reflect  upon  the 
aoouraoj  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  Work|  the 
constant  attention  to  the  obeervations  both  Night  and  Day,  the 
frequent  interruptions  of  our  natural  Best,  the  daily  Fatigue  we 
must  undergo,  the  Danger  of  loaing  our  Health  and  above  all  the 
Begard  we  ought  to  have  to  owr  Characters  with  all  the  Qentlemen 
of  Astronomical  Knowledge  in  Europe,  whose  Eyes  will  be  turned 
upon  us,  and  who  will  expect  from  us  all  that  Precision,  that  can  be 
derived  from  the  greatest  astronomical  Discoveries  that  have  yet 
been  made;  We  expect  that  the  supreme  Executive  Council  will 
enable  us  to  meet  the  Commissioners  from  Virginia  upon  equal 
Terms :  which,  we  have  good  Beason  to  believe,  is  for  six  Dollars 
per  Day,  and  all  their  Expences  paid  by  the  State. 
We  are  with  the  greatest  Bespect,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  Servants, 
JOHN  EWING, 
DAV.  BtTTBNHOUSR 
JNO.  LUKBNS, 
THO.  HUTCHIN8* 
Philadelphia,         1 
80th  March,  1784.   J 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq^r,  President  of  the  State. 


Bbsolution  of  AsssmblT)  1784. 

State  of  Penusylvanfia,  In  Oeneral  Assembly. 

Thursday,  April  1, 178 1,  P.  M. 
.    A  member  presented  to  the  chair  a  motion  which  was  read,  and 
on  motion,  and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time| 
and  adopted  as  follows,  (viz:) 

Whereas,  the  Barracks,  public  store  House  and  Powder  Magasine 
in  the  borough  of  Lancaster,  i^re  now  vacant,  and  for  want  of  a 
proper  person  to  take  care  of  them,  are  subject  to  destruction  and 
apoilj  therefore, 

«  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  eo. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Sapreme  Ezecative  Council  be  and  tbey  are 
hereby  antfaorised  to  appoint  a  proper  person,  residing  in  the 
aaid  borough  of  Lancaster,  to  take  charge  of  the  said  Barracks,  pub- 
lic store  house  and  powder  magazine,  who  shall  be  vested  with 
power  to  rent  the  same  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  apply  for 
fhein  or  either  of  them,  for  the  highest  rent  he  may  be  offered  for 
ibem  or  have  in  his  power  to  obtain,  oat  of  which  rent  the  person 
to  appointed  shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  six  pounds  per  annum  for  hie 
tlronble,  shall  keep  the  said  Barracks  and  store  hotise  in  such  repair 
M  they  DOW  are,  for  which  repairs  he  shall  be  allowed  out  of  the 
femaiuder  of  the  rent  arising  oat  of  the  buildings  aforesaid  j  and 
that  he  render  an  account  of  his  transactions  in  the  premises  to  Ih^ 
PM>thonotary  of  the  county,  who,  afti^  having  approved  thereof, 
shall  transmit  the  same  into  the  Comptroller  GeneraKfl  office,  and 
paiy  such  balance  as  may  reOiain  after  making  the  deduction  of  tiie 
^ms  above  mentioned,  to  the  TreasiAer  of  this  State. 
Extract  Arom  the  Minutes, 

PE1:ER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  Qenerttl  Aasettblj. 


Pabs.  of  OoRasBfis  to  Pbbs.  Dickihsoh,  1784. 

(Cironlar.} 
Sir, 

The  Md>jo6t  of  this  address  claims  the  attention  of  yoor  Ezoel- 
lenoy,  on  the  principle  of  the  most  ujgent  necessity. 

The  islate  of  our  finances  is  such  as  to  require  the  united  efibrte 
of  Congress  and  of  the  several  States,  for  ol^aining  immediate^  » 
supply  of  money  to  prevent  the  loss  of  public  Seredit. 

When  the  army  was  furloaghed,  they  hadHhe  promise  of  three 
months  pay ;  and  as  there  was  not  money  in  the  Treasury,  the 
Superint^mdant  of  finance  was  under  the  neo^teity  of  issuing  liis 
notes  to  discharge  this  and  other  demands.  The  notes  becoming  dae, 
part  of  them  Were  Redeemed  wiUi  money  enpptied  by  the  several 
States;  but  this  being  inadequate,  the  Financier  drew  bills  on 
Holland  for  the  defideney.  A  cobeideraUe  pteportifili  of  these 
draila  have  been*  paid  by  loans  obtained  there  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States ;  But  the  letters  from  our  Bankers  to  thcSuperin*  of 
finance,  inform  that  thej  had  been  under  the  necessity  for  the  wiuit 
bf  funds,  to  suffer  so  many  of  his  Bills  to  be  protested  for  non- 
acceptanoe,  as  with  the  damages  on  protiest  in  case  of  non-payment^ 
Will  amount  to  the  sum  of  636,000  dollars. 

We  expect  the  return  of  these  bill&  under  a  protest  for  non-^y- 
ment;  and  should  there  not  be  tnoney  in  the  Treasuty  bf  the  Unitel 
States  to  discharge  them,  your  Exoellenoy  may  ea^ly  conceive  the 
deplorable  consequences. 
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Under  rach  ciroamstancesy  Congress  think  H  tbeir  dniy  to  com- 
XDunioate  the  matter  confidentially  to  the  Supreme  Execntive  of  each 
State ;  and  to  request  in  the  most  pressfng  terms  their  influence  and 
exertion  to  furnish  with  all  possible  dispatch  on  requisitions  unsatis- 
fied, their  respective  quotas  of  the  sum  mentioned,  according  to  th^ 
apportionment  herewith  transmitted. 

I  fehall  only  «dd,  Sir,  that  Congress  rely  on  your  wisdom  for  ao- 
eomplishing  their  views  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible,  and  that 
the  estimates  and  requisitions  for  the  year  will  be  soon  transmitted 
to  your  Excellency. 

I  am  with  the  greatest 

Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  ExceUeney's  obedient  &  humble  serv% 
THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Annapolb,  1st  April,  1784. 
Directed^ 

Public  Service. 

Hi0  fixcelleney,  President  Dickinson,  Philadelphia. 


BBTiTBir  OF  OPFioims  op  Foitkth  Battaliok  ov  MiLrtiA 
OF  Philad'a  County,  1784. 


A  Retam  of  the  Officers  of  the  Fourth  Battalion  of  the  Mi]it!a  of 
Philada.  County,  commanded  by  Col  Peter  Richards. 

Michael  Oaugler,  Capt'n,  ^ 

Philip  Boyer,  Lieut.,  V  First  Company. 

Pet^r  Yost,  Ensign.  J 

Benjamin  Mafekley  Capi'n,S 

John  Smith,  Lieut.,  >-  Second  Company, 

Barnard  Freyer,  Ensign.  ) 

Matthew  Brooke,  Capt'a,  \ 

Jeremiah  Wiser,  Liettt^,  >  Third  Company. 

Henry  Bamhart,  Ensign,  j  • 

John  Brooke,  Capt'n,  '\ 

John  Beti,  Lieut.,  v  Fourth  Company. 

Israel  Ortleip,  Ensign.  ) 

Jacob  Wita,  Capt'n,  1 

Nathaniel  Child,  Lieut.,  >-  Fifth  Company. 

James  Jack,  Ensign.  ) 

Joseph  Sigfreed,  Capt'a,  "^ 

Adam  Hillegas,  Lieut.,  >  Sixth  Company. 

Peter  Lower,  jun'.  Ensign.  ) 

John  Shnler,  Capt'n,  *} 

Hearj  Sohnekifer,  Lieut.,  v  Seventh  Company.  ' 

Henry  Sntth,  EumgH.  )  ^ 
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John  Dengler,  Capt'oi         \ 

George  Dengler^  Lieut,       >  Eighth  Company.  ^  •'* 

George  Gilbert,  Ensign.      j 

I  do  Hereby  Certify  that  the  above  Retnm  is  a  True  Coppy  o 
the  Betam  maid  by  Col.  Peter  Kichards. 

W  COATS,  Lieu*  C.  P. 

Fhilad^  County,  AprU  2nd,  1784. 

Direetedf 

John  Armstrong,  Esq',  Secretary  to  the  Saprcame  Ezeentive 
Counoill  of  the  State  of  PensyWania. 


Comm'rs  on  Boundary  Linb  to  Counoii.,  1784i 

Gentlemen, 

The  Time  of  onr  Departure  from  Philadelphia  drawing  near,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Commissary  shonld  be  employed  in  looking  out 
for  the  articles  that  may  be  wanted.  As  the  Council  have  signified 
to  us  that  they  would  be  glad  to  know  who  would  be  agreeable  to 
us  in  this  Expedition,  we  would  inform  them  that  it  appears  probable 
to  us,  that  Coll.  Porter,  from  his  long  Experience  in  the  army,  and 
his  knowledge  of  the  most  (Economical  and  ready  Way  of  supplying 
a  nun^er  of  Men  with  Necessaries  would  answer  the  Expectations 
of  the  Council  and  of  the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  any  Person  th^ 
can  think  of  at  present.  He  has  informed  us  that  if  the  Counol 
will  appoint  him,  he  will  go  with  us,  and  he  is  acquainted  with  the 
Terms  which  yon  have  proposed. 

With  Respect  to  the  Provision  to  be  made  for  the  Commissioners, 
we  have  expressed  our  Sentiments  fully  in  our  last  Letter  to  Coun- 
cil, and  we  have  agreed  to  undertake  the  Business,  and  hope  to 
accomplish  the  Work  in  such  a  manner  as  will  give  satisfacUon  to  the 
State  and  answer  the  Expectations  of  Gentlemen  of  science  in  Europe, 
if  the  Council  do  not  wish  to  have  Men  of  greater  abilities  employed  ; 
in  which  Case  we  will  cheerfully  resign  the  Business  into  the  Hands 
of  any  others  that  may  appear  to  the  honorable  Council  to  be  better 
qualified  for  the  Work,  or  more  eligible  on  the  whole. 

An  anxious  Desire  to  gratify  the  astronomical  World  in  the  per- 
formance of  a  Problem  which  has  nev^r  yet  been  attempted  in  any 
Country,  by  a  Precision  and  Accuracy  that  would  do  no  Dishonour 
to  our  Characters,  while  it  prevents  the  State  qf  Pennsylvania  from 
the  Chance  of  Losing  many  hundred  Thousands  of  Acres,  secured  to 
it  by  our  agreement  at  Baltimore,  has  induced  us  to  suffer  our 
Names  to  be  mentioned  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  Work.  We 
assure  you  that  the  lucrative  motives  that  might  have  Influence  .witk 
ns,  in  other  Circumstances,  have  not  sufficient  Weigkl  to  engage  us 
in  so  difficult  a  Work,  that  will  separate  us  from  our  Famuies  for 
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bftlfi^  jraar^andsabjectmaBtofaa  to  F«Ug!i60  to  whiqh  wo  have  not; 
been  aocostomed.  And  we  cannot  pen  wade  oarsel?e8  that  tbe  State 
of  Pennsylvania  will  avail  itself  of  this  Desire,  to  aabje^tnf  to  the 
mortifying  Cironmstance  of  meeting  with  the  Commissioners  from 
Yirpinia  upon  any  unequal  Terms.  However,  we  submit  the  whole 
affair  to  the'oonsideration  of  the  honourable  Counoil,  and  if  upon  om<L 
Betum  from  the  work  it  shodd  be  found  that  the  Gommisaioners' 
from  Virginia  have  been  employed  on  tbe  same  Terms,  we  shall 
perfeotly  aoquiescej  as  we  look  for  no  more  than  an  Equality  with 
them.* 

We  aro;  Qentlemen, 

with  great  reflpeot| 

your  most  obed't  h'Ue  Mrvftnts, 
JOHN  BWINO. 
DAV.  BITTENHdUSB.  - 
THO.  HDTCHINS. 

Fhikdelphia,  AprU  7th,  1784. 
JMonedj 

From  the  Commissioners  for  running  the  Boundary  Line  between 
tj^b- State  and  Virginia.  ^Bead  in  Coui^  A^  Tth,  1784|  and  Col* 
Andrew  Porter  app^  Commissary. 

The  Honorable;  the  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Council  of  FeAusylvania. 


Mathias  Slough  to  Oouncilj  1784. 

Lanoaster,  8th  April,  1784. 
Sir, 

Tou  have  no'doubt  been  informed  by  the  Clerk  of  Assembly  of 
their  Besolution  respecting  the  Barracks  and  Public  store^  houses  in 
this  Borough,  and  that  No  time  may  be  lost  in  the  appointment  of 
a  person  to  take  Care  of  them,  I  Imediately  on  my  arrival  at  home, 
made  enquiry  for  a  Proper  person  who  would  take  upon  him  that 
charge  for  the  Sum  mentioned  in  the  resolution ;  For  this  purpose 
I  sent  for  the  late  assistant  Barrack  master,  whose  Name  is  John 
Schreiber,  and  who  agrees  to  take  it  upon  hioi  at  the  Sum  and  in  the 
manner  directed  by  the  Besolution  of  Assembly.  If  therefore  Coun- 
cil will  be  pleased  to  appoint  him  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  answer 

*  Seo  Col.  ftec  ,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  69. 
Vol.  X.-11 


288.  EBNKSTLVANIA  ARGHIVBS  1784. 

ikd  ^ntfpose.    ¥he  Moiier  il  is  done,  the  better^  as  ibere  b  Ih  person 
now  to  tike  My  oire  of  tboae  Buildings. 
I  brve  the  Henoor  to  be  Sir, 

yottr  znoBt  obedient  eeitant, 

MATHIA8  BDOUGH.* 

FltMta  MAttbias  Sloogb,  rec^d  14tb  April,  1784.  Beeommendatioit 
<^  John  Scroiber  as  Keeper  of  the  Bamoks,  &c.,  at  Lancaster. 

RiM  «  CoQDeit,  A|M!il  23d;  1784;  and  John  Screiher  app*,  ap- 
pointment forwarded. 
Direciedf 

Honourable  James  Ewing,  EsqoireiYice  President  S.  E.  Council, 
Philadelphia. 

Hon'd  by -CoP  Jno.  OiBson. 

Sisor,  iiEiifiTBcma  to  GommissionbrS;  of  Taxbb,  1784. 

(Oiroular.) 

14th,  April,  1784. 
Gentlemen; 

Some  late  accounts  from  Congress  make  it  the  duty  of  Couaeil  ta. 
call  upon  you  again  to  exert  yourselves  in  the  discharge  of  your 
common  TruBt. 

It  is  impo6«ble  however  that  you  can  stand  in  need  of  any  farther 
Jnformation  upon  that  subject  or  that  I  can  suggest  any  neW  motive 
to  interest  you  in  it. 

The  former  letters  will  sufficiently  show  yon  tin  waata  of  Govem- 
ment  k  the  disposition  of  Council. 

1  am  Gten.  &c.; 

JNO.  ARMSTRONG. 


APPOBTIOmf  BNT  OV  THE  636,000  DOUARS;  1784. 

The  apportionment  of  the  636,000  Dollars  is  as  follows  : 

New  Hanrfpshire;    .  .    22,348 

Massachusetts;   .     •  .    95,157 

Rhode  Island;    •     .  .    13,703 

Connecticut;       •     .  •     56^007 

New  York;        .     .  .    54,375 

New  Jersey;      .     .  .     35,344 

Pennsylyania;     .     .  •     87,000 

Delaware;  .     .  .       9,516 

Maryland;  .     .  .     60,003 

Virginia,  ...  .  108,750 

North  Carolina;      .  .    46,218 

South  Carolina;       •  .    40,782 

Georgia,  .     .  .      6,797 

V  686,000  Dollaw. 

♦  See  CoL  Rcc,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  72,  7«. 
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BSSOLUTXQN  OF  CaKGRBflS,  1784. 

April  19, 1784. 

On  the  report  of  a^oommitee  oontisttng  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Sher- 
man and  Mr.  Lee,  to  whom  was  seferred  a  motion  of  Mr.  Oerry. 

BeaoiTeSy  That  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  be  informed 
that  whilst  they  are  respeetiyely  represented  in  Congress  Ir^  two 
delegates  only,  snoh  an  unanimity  for  conducting  the  most  impoiC 
taut  poMio  concerns  is  neoessary  as  can  he  raidy  expected.  That  if 
each  of  the  thirteen  states  should  be  represented  by  two  ^lembers, 
five  out  of  twenty-six,  beinff  only  a  fifth  of  the  whole,  may  negative 
any  measures  requiring  the  voroe  of  nine  states.  That  of  eleven 
states  now .  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  nine  being  Bspresemted  by 
only  two  members  from  each,  it  is  in  the  power  of  three  oat  of  twenty- 
five,  malting  only  one  eighth  of  the  whole  to  negative  such  a  measure 
notirithstanding  that  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  dissent  of 
five  out  of  thirteen  being  more  than  one-third  of  the  number,  is 
necessary  for  such  a  negative.  That  in  a  representation  of  three 
members  from  each  state,  not  less  than  ten  of  thirty-nine  eonld  se 
negative  a  matter  requiring  the  voice  of  nine  states.  That  from 
facts  under  the  observation  of  Congress,  they  are  clearly  convinced 
that  a  representation  of  two  members  from  the  several  states,  is 
e^LtroQie^  injurionts  by  producing  delays,  and  for  this  reason  is  like- 
wise much  more  expensive  than  a  general  representation  of  thre<» 
members  from  each  state.  That  U^refore  Goograss  eoneeive  it  to 
be  indispensibly  necessary  and  earnestly  recommend  that  each  state, 
at  all  times  when  Congress  are  fitting,  be  hereafter  represented  by 
three  menbers  at  least;  as  the  ttiost  iojiiriouscoiiie<|aeQoe8  inay  m 
expected  from  the  want  of  such  representation. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


MiOHASL  HiLLE0A«  TO  Pees.  DiCKiusoisr,  1784. 

May  it  please  yonr  Excellency, 

'  I  was  just  now  honored  with  your  favour  of  this  day,  acioaintiu 
me  with  the  Confidence  you  and  The  Honorable  Eocecutive  Counou 
were  pleased  to  place  in  me,  and  requesting  I  would  act  as  a  Com- 
missioner for  dividing  and  making  Sale  of  the  Ground  on  which  the 
Barracks  Stand. 

Ton  may  rest  assured  That  I  have  a  just  sence  of  the  favorable 
opinion  you  and  they  have  testified  by  this  appointment,  and  to 
assure  Ooundl  of  my  Chearful  Acceptance  of  the  same, -as  weU  as 
the  satisfaction  it  is  of  having  Tench  Francis,  Esquire,  joined 
with  me  in  the  bnsiiieee}  And  tiiat  whenever  Council  will  please  to 


S40  FfiNNSipLYANlA  AKOHIVBS  1784. 

give  Qfl  raoli  materials  as  thej  may  he  possessed  of,  with  snob  orders 
or  InstmotioDSy  as  they  may  inoliae;  they  will  be  readily  and  to  the 
best  of  our  abilities  attended  to  by 

Tour  and  their 

most  obedient  and 

most  hnmble  Serrant. 

ML.  HrLLEGAS* 
April  19th  1784. 
IHrtcUd, 

His  Ezoellenoyy  John  Diokibson,  Bsqnire;  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylfania. 


Tbnoh  Francis  to  Fbbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philad%  April  the  20<S  1784. 
Sir, 

'  I  will  most  oheufnlly  united  with  my  Friend  Mr.  HillegaSi  on* 
dertake  the  Execution  of  the  Business  you  propose^  oommit  to  our 
Care  and  With  the  greatest  Esteem, 

I  am  Y'  Most 

Ob.  humble  st,' 

TENCH  FRANCIS. 
Direeiedf 

His  Bxoelleneyi  John  Dickinson^  Esq'. 


Council  to  F.  Philb,  Natal  OFncER,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  April  21^  1784. 
Sir, 

CouneU  wish  to  know  what  snm  has  been  expended  in  punraanee 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  Gen*  Ass^  appropriating  the  2}  per  Cent 
tw  the  improvement  of  the  NayigatioB  of  the  Btver  Delaware; 
and  for  raising  two  Companies  of  Infantry  to  be  stationed  at  Wiom- 
ing;  and  I  have  their  direotions  to  request  your  attendanoe  m  the 
CouDoil  Chamber  to-morrow  at  11  o'Clock,  to  give  them  suoh  in- 
fMrmation  as  you  can  on  the  subject 

I  am  Sirj  Your  obedient  and 

very  humble  servmnt, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 
for  John  Armstrong, 
rjun'  8ecF7. 
F*  Phfle,  Esq',  Naval  Officer. 

*  See  Col.  fiee.,  Vol.  XYL,  p.  76. 
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Pass.  DioKxsson  to  Cohmissionsks  fob  salb  w 
BabsaceS)  1784. 

In  Ooonoil^  April  28',  1784. 

Id  pursuance  of  the  Aot  of  Assembly  passed  the  fint  Instant,* 
empowering  us  to  sell  the  Barracks,  &c.,  we  have  appointed  joa  to  be 
Commissioners. 

It  is  our  Desire,  that  yon  will  be  pleased  immediately  to  proceed 
in  ''  apportioning  &  laying  off  the  ground,  into  as  many  Lots  as 
may  be  neccssaryi  with  such  &  so  many  streets,  &  Lanes,  that  the 
Interest  of  the  State  &  the  convenience  of  the  adjoining  Inhabi- 
tants, may  thereby  be  best  promoted,'^  &  having  an  accurate  plan  of 
the  ground  with  these  Divisions,  report  the  same  for  further  Instruo* 
tions  in  the  Business. 

I  am,  Gent.,  Ac, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Indortedj 

1784,  April  28'^.    To  Tench  Francis  and  Mtch^  HUlegas^ 
Esquires. 


David  Rittbkhousb  to  Pres.  Dickikson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  April  27%  1784. 
Sir, 

The  present  exhausted  State  of  the  Treasury  and  the  pressing 
occasions  for  money  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  represent  to  the 
Hon***  Council  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  the  expediency  of  call- 
ing on  Uie  several  revenue  officers  and  urging  pavment ;  particularly 
the  late  and  present  Auctioneers,  the  Naval  Officer  and  the  Colleo* 
tor  of  Imposts,  together  with  such  other  persons  as  the  Council  or 
the  Comptroller  Gen*  may  think  likely  to  afford  a  Supply.  How 
little  authority  the  Treasurer  has  in  these  matters,  is  well  known. 
I  am  besides  much  engaged  in  preparing  Instruments  for  our  western 
Expedition.  Agreeably  to  Instructions  of  the  Hon*^**  Council,  I 
have  by  advertisment  in  several  Newspapers,  called  on  the  purchasers 
of  City  Lots  to  make  payment.  I  have  not  indeed  published  a  List 
of  names,  as  I  was  convinced  the  threat  of  so  domg  wou'd  have 
more  effect  than  the  thing  itself  when  done.  I  have  likewise  called 
personally  on  many  of  them  ',  and  now  beg  leave  to  inform  Council 
of  the  littl^suocess  I  have  had.  Co*  Humpton  has  nearly  paid  off 
his  Ballance ;  James  Loughead  has  fully  piid ;  Joseph  Dean  has 

*  See  page  289. 
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Since  paid  £73  1 ;  Davis  &  Patton  have  promised,  but  nothing  more; 
Oeofgf  BivUani  p«JE65  15;  Peiar  8tretoh,^7  10;  AtiCrCnth- 
bert,  £207  5;  Tho«  Lejper,  £73  1&;  D'l^organ,  £148  4;  John 
Dnnlap,  £309.  What  is  farther  to  be  done  in  order  to  oompel  pay- 
ment Defoe  the  first  of  Jiioej  (when  all  the  holders  of  the  Bills 
will  expect  to  have  them  exchanged,)  I  hnmbly  submit  to  tb«  im- 
dom  of  CoonciL 

Permit  me.  Sir,  likewise  to  inform  Conncil  that  there  seems  to  be 
almost  a  total  stop  to  the  Collecting  of  Taxes.  In  Jalj  next  the 
Interest  notes  are  to  be  paid  by  Act  of  Assembly,  at  which  time  the 
Act  Supposes  the  Tax  for  1783,  will  be  bronght  in ;  of  this  Tax  there 
is  however,  no  more  than  29,474  Dollars  paid  into  the  Treasury,  one- 
balf  of  which  only  goes  to  redeem  the  mtea,  will  it  not  be  neces- 
sary for  Council  to  urge  the  Several  County  Cnmmis"*  to  do  their 
Duty. 

With  due  respect. 

Your  Excellences  most 
obed*  Humble  servant, 
DAV.  aiTTENHODSE,  Trees. 
Direciedj 

To  His  Sxoelleiicyi  th^  President^  in  GounoiL 


Besolution  of  Cokobbss,  1784. 

The  United  States  in  Congiess  Assembled,  AprU  ^7, 1784. 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Grand 
Commiitee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  to  Congress,  the 
arrears  of  interest  on  the  national  debt,  together  with  the  expenses 
for  the  year  1784^  from  the  first  to  the  last  day  thereof  inolMve, 
and  a  requisition  of  money  on  the  states  for  discharging  the 
same,  which  being  amended  to  read  as  follows — 
JSesolved^ 

That  tnere  will  be  wanting  for  arrears  of  interest  on  the  national 
debt  to  the  end  of  the  year  1783,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  foreign 
debt  and  services  of  the  present  year  1784,  from  the  first  to  the  iMi 
day  thereof  inclusive,  the  following  sums  expressed  in  doUars, 
.tenths  and  hundredths  of  dollars. 

The  civil  department,        -        -        *       107,525.33 
The  military  department,      -        -        -  200,000 
The  marine  department,  •        •         30,000 

Purchases  of  Indian  rights  of  soil,  and 

incidental  expenceS|  ...      60,000 

Contingencies,         ....         60,000 

457,525.85 

Debts  contracted  and  still  unpaid  for  ^ 

services  of  1782  and  1783,        -        -  1,000,000 

Interest  on  the  national  dd)t  as  follows —  . 
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m 


17S2|  Deo.  31.  Ihrao  yeaw  ioter^  oa 
the  Spanish  loan  of 
150,000  dollars  «l 
five  p0r  eent 

1783,  Doo.  81.  Sp»nifih  loaa»  one  year, 

To  the  fkrnieQ^  general 
of    France,    livree 
846,710-5, 

1784,  Jane  1.  Datohio^n  of  1,800,000 
florinify  at    five  per 


22,500 
7,500 


7,840 


Sept.  3. 
Nov.  5, 

Dee.  31, 

^eeat,  ....       85,000 

French  loan  of  24  mil- 
lion Uyres  at  ditto,           222,000 

Dutch  loan  of  10  mil- 
lion,  livrea,  gqaran- 
teed  by  France,         -        74,074 

Spanish  loan,             -        -      7,500 

Farmers  general  of  France,      7,840 

DoMESTio  Debt. 

1782,  Dec.  81. 

Loan  office  debt, 

11,473,802,26  at  6 

percent,  -  -  1,184,17Q 
Liquidated  debt, 

701,404  at  ditto.  21,042 
Army  debt,  5,635,618 

at  6  per  cent,        -           676,272 

Deduct  the  reqaiaition  of  Sept. 
4,1782,        .        -        - 

1783,  Deo.  81.  Loan  office  debt, 

Liquidated  debt,    • 
Unliquidated  debt, 
estimated  at  8  million 
dollars,  suppose  one 
third  now  bqnidated, 
Arm;  debt, 


1,881,490 

1,200,000 

749,0.50 
42,084 


160,000 
838,136 


884,254 


681,490 


1,289,370 


Total, 


8,812,680.2t 
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The  oommiiiee  were  afiprised  that  the  reaolations  of  Gongrees  ef 
April  the  18th;  1783,  had  recommended  to  the  several  states  the 
raising  an  annual  revenue,  fer  the  purpose  of  disoharging'  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  national  debt,  bj  the  establishment  of 
certain  impostSi  and  providing  sapplementary  funds  for  a  given 
term  of  years,  to  be  raised  in  snob  a  way  as  they  might  jadge  most 
convenient :  hot  it  occurred  to  themi  that  these  recomme^tioiifl 
were  still  under  suspence  with  several  of  the  legislatures,  some  of 
them  having  as  yet  acceded  to  the  impost  only,  and  others  decided 
neither  on  the  impost  nor  supplementary  f^uds:  that  however 
dflNrirable  a  compliance  therewini  is,  for  the  preservation  of  our 
fidth,  and  establishment  of  a  national  credit,  yet  as  time  has  already 
elapsec^  and  more  must  elapse  before  their  finaUeonfirmation  can  be 
hoped,  as,  after  it  shall  be  obtained,  time  will  also  be  requisite  to 
advanoe  the  plan  to  the  term  of  actual  collection,  good  faith  requires 
that  in  the  mean  while  other  measures  should  be  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  the  growing  interest. 

In  the  statement  of  the  interest  due  at  the  close  of  the  year  1782, 
the  committee  have  supposed  its  amount  lessened  by  1,200,000 
dollars,  required  and  appropriated  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
September  the  4th  and  10th,  1782,  and  appropriated  to  tiie  sole 
purpose  of  paying  the  interest  of  the  public  debt  This  requisition 
gave  licence  to  the  states  to  apply  so  much  as  should  be  necessary  of 
their  respective  quotas  of  it,  to  the  payment  of  interest  due  on 
certificates  issued  from  the  loan  office  of  their  own  states,  and  other 
liquidated  debts  of  the  United  States  contracted  therein.  Hence 
they  suppose  it  has  happened,  that  the  actual  payments  of  these 
quotas  nave  been  uncommunicated  to  the  office  of  finance  for  tiie 
United  States.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  states  should 
be  desired  to  communicate  to  the  superintendant  of  finanoe,  the 
payments  they  have  made  under  this  requisition,  and  where  they 
nave  been  incomplete,  to  hasten  their  completion,  as  the  means  stiu 
relied  on  by  Congress  for  the  discharge  of  that  part  of  the  interest 
of  the  public  debt — And  while  on  this  subject,  they  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  from  the  representation  to  Congress  by  the  minister  of 
Vranee,  referred  to  this  committee,  they  learn  that  in  some  of  the 
states,  a  discrimination  has  taken  place  between  the  citizens  of  their 
own  and  subjects  or  citizens  of  other  countries,  which  was  not 
authorized  by  the  said  resolution :  They  are  of  opinion,  that  such 
states  should  be  required  to  revise  and  reform  their  proceedings 
herein,  and  to  extend  thp  benefits  both  past  and  future  of  this  pro- 
vision equally  and  impartially  to  all  persons  within  its  description. 

Your  committee  then  came  to  consider  in  what  way  it  would  be 
best  tb  call  for  the  sums  requisite  for  the  services  before  stated :  and 
they  tiiougbt  H  their  duty  m  the  first  place  to  enquire,  whether  no 
surpluses  might  remain  on  former  requisitions  of  Congress,  after  the 
jmrpofl^s  were  effected  to  which  they  were  originally  appropriated ; 
under  an  assurance  that  it  would  be  both  the  duty -and  sense  of 
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Oaagnm  to  apply  raoh  sorplaseSy'ia  every  instanoe,  towarde  leaseniiif 
the  next  requisition  on  the  states.    They  found  in  faet  that  sueh  a 
surolus  would  remain  on  the  requisition  of  Oetober  80, 1781,  for 
eight  millione  of  dollars  for  the  serrioes  of  the  ensuing  -year  and 
that  this  surplus  would  be  great  from  the  following  eironmstaneea  y^ 
Kait  requisition  was  estimated  on  suppontion,  that  the  ooattneatai 
army  would  be  completed  by  the  states,  to  its  full  estaUiahment ; 
and  that  ebthing  oubsistenee  and  other  neoossaries  for  sueh  ao 
army,  must  of  oourse  be  provided     The  states  were  far  short  of. 
prodoeing  sooh  an  army.    Henee  the  calls  for  money  were  proper* 
lionally  abridged.    It  waa  estimated  too  on  the  further  suppoaitioB 
that  we  might  be  disappointed  in  the  ecdoaTOurs  we  were  then 
exerting  to  borrow  money  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  of  jDOurse 
that  the  whole  must  be  supplied  by  taxes.    Loans  however  were 
ol^Bedy  and  the  surplus  increased  by  this  second  cause.    A  third 
eiroamstance  haa  further  enlarged  it    The  payments  on  this  lequi* 
sition  have  been  small  and  slow.     Henoe,  instead  of  money,  those 
who  served  and  supplied  the  United  States  have  received  certificates 
only  that  money  is  due  to  them,  and  tlieBe  debts  have  Uen  trans* 
furred  to  the  fund  proposed  to  be  raiaed  by  way  of  impost :  so  that 
tho'  the  debts  exist,  they  are  removed  from  this  to  another  fund. 
To  know  then  the  amount  of  thb  surpina,  the  committee  extended 
their  enquiries  to  the  sums  actually  received  under  this  requieitioii, 
the  purposes  to  which  they  have  been  applied,  and  the  antieipationa 
thereof  still  unsatinfied.     They  found  that  1,486,511.71,  only  of 
the  eight  millions  of  dollars  had  been  received  at  the  treaswy  at  tk  j 
dose  of  the  year  1783 ;  that  these  had  been  applied  to  tfle  services  of 
the  years  1782  and  1788,  and  that  for  other  services  of  the  aaiae 
years,  debts  were  contracted  to  the  amount  of  about  one  million  of 
dollars  more,  which  depend  for  their  discharge  on  furUier  receipts 
under  tlus  requisition ;  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  whidk 
Bunia  should  be  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states.    Your  committee  then  are  of  opinion  that  a  surplus 
of   5,&ia,488.28  dollars  will    remain  of  this  requisitioii,  after 
answering  all  the  demands  which  actually  arose  agataat  it,  which 
were  not  answered  by  other  moans,  nor  transferred  to  other  fundi^f 
and  that  this  surplus  ought  to  [be]  applied  so  far  as  it  will  go,  to  the 
common  purposes  of  the  Uaitea  States,  so  as  to  prevent  new  reqiu* 
sitions  on  them  till  the  old  shall  have  been  exhausted,  and  to  shew 
to  thoee  who  may  have  paid  their  whole  quota  of  any  requiaitioi^ 
that  they  will  not  be  called  on  anew  till  all  the  other  states  sbaU  in 
Uke  manner  have  paid  up  their  quotas. 

Your  committee  found  also  that  there  was  a  rsquisitioa  of 
GongreBB  of  October  16, 1782,  for  two  millions  of  dollars  lor  the 
services  of  the  year  1783,  on  which  some  small  payments  had  been 
tendered,  bnt  that  the  supwinteadant  of  finance  had  found  it  bettei 
to  receive  and  credit  them  as  part  of  the  eight  millions.    Tbey  are 
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Mooriingly  oooipTeheiided  in  the  soai  Mbre  aUted  to  haw 
paid  in  nnder  that  head. 

Having  tbna  ateted  Hne  demands  existing  agnnafc  tiie  afcales,  tiM 
eommittee  would  have  pcvfonned  bat  half  Aeir  dmty,  had  they 
paaasd  over  nnnotioed  their  condition  to  pay  thenu  Their  ahilitiaa 
iDQit  be  meaaored  in  weighing  thmr  bnrihena.  'Rtw  ereditoca 
themirivea  will  view  them  jnat  i^eived  from  ^  ravagea  of  pre* 
datory  armies,  returning  from  an  attendance- on  oaflotpe,  to  ^hm 
enltnre  of  their  iel<b— beginoing  to  sow,  but  not  yet  having  reaped*^ 
exhaoated  of  necessaries  and  habitnal  eomforts,  and  therefore  naadmg 
BOW  aopidies  cot  of  the  first  prdbeeds  of  their  kbonr.  Forbearanoa 
then,  to  a  certain  degree,  wdl  saggest  itself  to  them.  Oongraaa 
entwn^  with  the  diapenaatioa  of  jostice  between  the  pnbHc  aM  its 
creditors  will  suppose  both  parties  desirous  that  their  mistual  mtna* 
lieoa  should  be  considerod  and  accommodated,  ^our  wmmdtliw  are 
•f  opiuon  dMit  if  the  whole  balanoea  of  the  two  vscpdritaona  of  aighft 
and  of  two  millions,  should  be  rigorously  railed  into  pigment  wi»a 
the  cooiae  of  the  present  year,  a  compliance  with  audi  call  woaM 
produce  much  distress ;  and  that  a  proportion  short  of  this  should 
be  fixed  on,  witiiin  the  rmoh  of  the  least  as  well  aa  of  Uie  most  able 
states.  They  propose  theiefors  that  the  states  be  required  to 
furnish  wi^n  the  ooaxae  of  the  present  year,  sneh  part  of  their 
deficiettmes  under  the  requisitien  of  e]|ht  milKons,  as,  with  their 
payments  to  the  close  of  the  last  year,  will  make  up  oo&half  of  their 
original  quota  thereof.  And  tfa«t  these  payments  be  appropriated 
in  confiwmity  with  the  statement  in  the  first  part  of  this  report, 
giving  generally,  where  accommodation  cannot  be  eflbcted  amcjag 
the  several  objects,  a  preference  according  to  the  mder  in  which 
thew  are  arranged  in  the  said  statement. 

But  wliile  mis  proportion  of  former  defleicDcaes  is  of  ■ossssily 
eaUed  for,  under  the  pressure  of  demands  which  will  admit  noitlKr 
denial  nor  delay,  and  the  punctual  compliance  of  every  state  su 
ex^Beoted,  to  enable  the  fodeaal  administration  with  certaiBty  to 
satisfy  tfaeae.demanda,  it  b  earnestly  and  warmly  recommended  to 
the  abler  states,  to  go  as  for  beyond  this  proportion  in  specie,  aa 
their  happier  situation  will  admit;  under  an  assurance,  that  suck 
further  contributions  wiU  be  applied  towards  discharging  the  pnblio 
debt  agreeably  to  the  preceding  statement,  and  will  be  phoed  4o 
their  credit  in  the  next  requisitions,  with  interest  thereon  fipom  the 
time  of  pvf  flient :  and  also  that  before  any  further  demand  is  made 
upon  the  slates,  under  the  reqairition  for  two  milUons  of  didlars,  or 
the  requisition  for  eight  millions  of  dollars,  Conmress  wiU  leviae  tfas 
quotas  of  the  several  states  mentioned  in  the  said  raquiaitiona 
rsapeetively,  and  will  make  them  agreeable  to  juatiee,  upon  tfan  beat 
information  Oongress  may  have  when  such  demand  is  made.  Bui 
as  all  our  exertions  will  probably  foil  riiort  of  their  foil  object,  in 
that  case  it  is  believed  that  the  publio  oroditors  seeing  the  load  af 
interest  accumulated  during  the  ii[ar,  greater  than  can  he  discharged 


JB  the  ftst  jew  of  {Maoe,  will  be  oratented  for  Ae  prta^nty  \fi 
jreceive  the  earlier  pari  of  these  arrean^  and  to  relj  for  tba  resuliid 
OB  the  efforta  of  the  easttiog  jcar. 

^  ludividaal  atatea  haye  at  times  thei:^ht  it  bard  that  wbila^  ia  their 
own  opinion,  they  .were  in  adTanoe  for  the  UniliQd  States  op  a<N)euB^ 
asistin^  and  unsettled  between  then,  they  should  y^t  barcalliid  oa 
to  fixmisb  actnal  eontribntions  of  money*  The  •eominitte  observa  in 
^mwer  to  this,  first,  that  almoist  every  atate  thinks  itself  ip  ^dmiMe^ 
and  aeoondly,  that  it  haa  been  the  constant  wish  of  Coiumas  thj|fc 
these  accounts  should  be  settled,  and  the  contributions  of  each  be 
known  aind  crtsdited.  They  haye  accordingly  taken  meaaures,  wad 
will  continue  their  endeavoura  to  e£fect  theae  settlements :  And  aa  a 
farther  encoorageaaent  to  hasten  this  deaireable  work,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion  Congress  should  declarci  that  so  soon  as  these  acconn^i 
shall  be  settled,  and  itsball  appear  in  fiivour  of  what  statea  balanooa 
arise,  such  states  shall  haye  oi^t  for  the  sam^  in  tho  reqnisitiona 
next  enauin|e^ 

Bat  it  wiU  be  necessary  to  remind  the  atates  that  no  mataaiab 
ba?e  yet  been  furnished  to  enalje  Congress  to  adjust  the  ultimate 
ratio  m  wbieh  the  expenditures  of  the  late  war  shall  be  apportioned 
on  the  states.  The  confederation  directs  that  this  shall  be  regulated 
by  the  yalne  of  the  lands  in  the  seyeral  istatea  with  the  buildings  sod 
SBproyemenls  thereon.  Experiments  made  however  since  the  date 
of  that  instrument,  for  the  purposes  of  ordinary  taxation,  had 
induced  doubts  as  to  the  practicability  of  this  rule  of  apportionment ; 
yet  Congress  thought  it  their  duty  to  give  it  fair  trial,  and  recom- 
mended to  the  ^evezal  states  on  the  17th  February,  1783,  to  furnish 
an  aoootnt  of  their  lands,  buildings  and  number  of  inhabitant^, 
whereon  they  might  proceed  to  estimate  their  respective  quotas :  but 
apprehending  that  the  incompetence  of  the  rule  would  immediaitely 
ahew  itself,  and  desirous  that  no  time  should  be  unnecessarily  lost, 
itbesy  followed  it  with  another  recommendation  of  the  18th  of  April, 
,1783,  to  substitute  in  lieu  of  that  article  in  the  confederatioii 
jmothei^  whioh  should  make  the  number  of  inhabitants,  under 
certunj  modifications,  the  measure  of  contribution  for  each  state. 
.Both  these  propositions  are  still  under  reference  to  the  several 
legklatures ;  the  latter  accompanied  by  the  earnest  wishes,  and 
preference  of  Congress,  under  full  conviction  that  it  will  be  foun^ 
in  event  as  equal,  more  satisfactory,  and  more  easy  of  execution  : 
the  former  only  pressed  if  the  other  should  be  rejected.  Tl^ 
oommittee  are  informed  that  the  states  of  Connectiei;it,  New  Jersey, 
.Pennsylvania  and  South-Csrolioa,  have  acceded  to  the  alteration 
proposed ,  but  have  no  evidence  that  the  other  atates  have  as  vet 
decided  thereon.  As  it  is  necessary  thai  the  one  or  the  oth^ 
jDieasure  should  be  immediately  resorted  to,  they  are  of  opinion  It 
should  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  which  have  not  yet 
.decided  between  them,  to  come  to  decision  at  their  next  meeting. 

In  order  to  present  to  the  eye  a  general  view  of  the  aeveral 
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ezMiig  requhitfmg,  tml  of  the  ptyments  made  nnder  them,  Ae 
eommittee  baa  aabjoned  ibera  in  tlw  form  of  a  table,  wberein  the 
laft  oolamn  ennmeratea  the  atatea ;  the  2d  the  apportionment  of  tiie 
1,1209,000  dolhre;  the  8d  that  of  the  8  milliona;  the  4th  that  of 
the  2  miUioBa ;  the  5th  the  aama  paid  by  the  aereral  atatea  in  pait 
Of  their  leapeetiye  qootaa  to  the  laat  day  of  the  year  1788  j  and  the 
6th  the  anma  noir  l^^qai^ed  to  make  np  one-half  of  their  reapeotiTe 
qneiftaa  of  the  8  miliiona,  expreaaed  in  dollara,  tentha  and  t^ondiedtlH 
of  doUan. 


t 

Appor- 

Appor- 

Appor- 

Paid of  theSn^      nowf 

tionmeat 

tionment 

tionment 

8  n.  before 

re<|nireQ  to 

of      tke 

of  the  8 

of  tbe  a 

Deo'ber  81, 

inaka  i  ol 

Ifew-Hampshtre 

1,200,000 
doL 

miL 

miL 

i788. 

tbe  8m. 

48,(KK> 

878,598 

80.000 

8.000 

188.799 

MMsaehusetta 

192,000 

1,807,696 

820,000 

247,676.66 

406,121.84 

28.800 

216,684 

48.080 

67,847.96 

40.491.06 

Conneetieat 

188,200 

747.196 

222,000 

181,677.88 

242,020.17 

New-York 

54,000 

873,698 

90,000 

89.064.1 

147,784.9 

New -Jersey 

66,000 

486,679 

110,000 

102,004.96 

140,834.66 

PennsylYBXiia 

180,000 

1.120.794 

800,000 

846,682.98 

218,764.02 

IMawAM 

16,800 

112,086 

28.000 

66,042.6 

Maiyland 

182,000 

988,996 

220,000 

89,802.11 

877,696.89 

Virguaa 

174,000  1,807,694 

290,000 

116,108.68 

688,698.47 

North-Carolina 

88,800 

622,677 

148,000 

811,888.6 

South-Carolina 

72,000 

878.698 

120,000 

844,801.67 

Georgia 

14,400 

24,906 

24,000 

12,462.6 

1,200,0008.000.000 

2,000,000 

1,486,611.71 

2,670,987.89 

Retolvedf  That  Coogresa  agree  to  the  aaid  report. 
Apbix.28,  1784. 

Oongreaa  resnmed  the  oonsideration  of  the  report  of  the  grand 
oommittee,  appointed  to  report  the  arrearagea  of  intereat,  Ac.,  ao  far 
aa  reapected  fbcilitiea,  and  the  paragraph  being  amended  to  read  as 
follows — 

'  It  remained  lastly  to  consider,  whether  no  fkcilities  might  be 
given  to  ihe  payment  of  these  sums  by  the  several  states  The 
committee  observed  that  of  the  purposes  for  which  money  is  wanting, 
about  three-fonrths  can  be  answered  by  nothing  but  monev  itself; 
but  that  tbe  other  fourth,  consisting  of  interest  on  our  domestio 
debt,  may  be  effected  by  procuring  a  discount  of  the  demand  in  the 
hands  of  the  holders ;  an  operation  which  will  be  shorter,  and  lesi 
impoverishing  to  the  state.  And  however,  in  times  of  greater 
plenty^  the  accuracy  of  fiscal  administration  might  require  all  trans- 
actions to  be  in  actual  money,  at  the  treasury  itself;  yet  till  our 
constituents  shall  have  some  respite  from  their  late  difficulties,  it 
behoves  us  to  prefer  their  easement.  The  committee  are  therefora 
of  opinion  that  the  several  legislatures  may  be  admitted  so  to  mode 
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ihe  ooHMlioii  of  tbe  sams  how  cafled  for,  that  tbe  three-fourths  of 
of  any  sam  being  paid  in  actual  money,  the  other  fourth  may  b6 
^lischarged  by  proooring  discounts  of  interest  with  our  domestic 
oreditors ;  always  taking  care  that  the  collection  of  money  shall 
prooeed  at  least  in  threefold  proportion  with  the  operations  of  dis- 
oonni.  And  to  ascertain  the  evidences  of  discount  which  shall  be 
feoeitable  in  liea  of  money,  the  holders  of  loan  office  certificates 
ihall  be  at  liberty  to  o^irry  them  to  the  office  from  which  they  issued: 
and-  the  holders  of  certificates  of  other  liquidated  debts  of  the  United 
States,  to  carry  the  same  to  the  loan  office  of  that  State  wherein  the 
^  debt  was  contracted,  and  to  have  the  interest  due  thereon  settled 
and  certified  to  the  last  day  of  the  year  1782;  for  which  interest  the 
loan  officer  shall  give  a  certificate  in  such  form,  and  under  such  cau^ 
tions  and  instructions,  as  the  superintendant  of  finance  shall  transmti 
to  him;  which  certificates  of  interest  being  parted  with  by  the 
holder  of  the  principal,  shall  be  deemed  evidenoe  that  he  has  received 
satisfaction  for  the  same,  and  therefore  shall  be  receivable  from  the- 
bearer,  within  the  same  State,  and  from  the  State  when  obtained 
from  the  bearer,  in  lieu  of  money  in  the  proportion  before  stated ; 
which  payment  in  certificates  by  the  State  into  the  public  treasury, 
in  the  proportion  that  each  State  avails  itself  of  the  facilities,  shall 
be  considered  as  a  discharge  of  so  much  of  the  interest  due  upon  the 
domestic  debt,  so  that  the  three-fourths  or  greater  proportion,  if  any 
State  should  not  avail  itself  of  the  faoilities  in  the  degree  hereby 
admitted,  paid  in  money  at  the  same  time  shall  be  applied,  according 
lo  the  above  statement,  giving  preference  to  the  discharge  of  the 
ezpences  of  internal  government,  and  the  interest  due  upon  the 
foreign  debt.  And  where  loan  office  certificates,  issued  alter  the 
first  day  of  March,  1778,  shall  be  presented  to  the  loan  officer,  they 
shall  be  reduced  to  their  specie  vaFue,  according  to  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  June  28,  1780,  that  specie  value  expressed  on  some 
part  of  the  certificate,  and  the  interest  thereon  settled  and  certified 
as  in  other  oases. 
BeioTvedj  That  Congress  agree  to  the  same; 

April  29, 1784. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  grand  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  eommittee  on  -  the  subject  of 
western  territory,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  rseokHion— 

Congress  by  their  resolution  of  September  6, 1780,  having  thought 
it  adviseable  to  press  upon  the  States  having  claims  to  the  Western 
ooontry,  a  liberal  surrender  of  a  portion  of  their  territorial  olaiqusi 
by  that  of  the  lOtfa  of  October,  in  the  same  year,  having  fixed  con- 
ditions to  which  the  union  should  be  bound,  on  receiving  such 
cessions.  And  having  again  proposed  the  same  subject  to  those 
States  in  their  address  of  April  I8th,  1783,  wherein,  stating  the 
nationid  debt,  and  expressing  their  reliance  for  its  discharge,  on  the 
pco^eot  of  vacant  territory,  in  aid  of  other  reaooKcea,  they,  for  that 
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f^wpoaey  aa  w«ll  m  to  obTurte  dtngraeftUe  ofrnkowmAm  aai  < 
aion8|  iDoladed  in  the  Bame  reoommendatioDy  a  reneiml  of  tkoae  «if 
feptember  the  6th,  and  of  October  the  10th,  1780;  wMoh  aevenJ 
ieoommeDdatiQna  ln¥e  not  yet  been  fnllj  complied  with  : 

Ruolved^  That  the  same  subject  be  again  presented  to  the  attonlion 
iOf  the  said  States,  that  thej  be  niged  to  oonaider  that  tha^war  beia 
now  brought  to  a  happy  termination  by  the  peBK>nal  sttrioes  of  osf 
soldiers,  the  sspplies  of  property  by  onr  citiaen8,«nd  loans  of  monsf 
firom  them  as  well  as  from  foreigners ;  these*  seyeral  crediton  bavp 
A  ridit  to  expect  that  foods  shidl  ,be  provided  on  which  the^  maj 
rely  for  indemnification;  that  Congress  still  consider  vaoant  torritoiy 
as  an  important  resonroe :  And  that  therefore  the  said  Btates  be  * 
eanestly  pressed,  by  immediate  and  liberal  eessiQnSy  to  forwavd  those 
necessary  endi^  wi  to  promote  the  harmony  of  the  union. 

CHA.  TBOMaOir,  Sae'y. 


Air  Alphabetioal  List  ov  all  Pbrsons  AnAiKTKD  o» 
HiQH  Trsasoit,  in  pursuance  ot  the  Treason  Laws 
TOR  THE  Stats  ojt  Pennbylvanu. 


AUen,  John»  died  before  the  day  limited  for  the  secreadsr. 

Allen,  Andrew,  late  member  of  Congress. 

Allen,  William,  junior,  late  Capt  &  Lt  Colo,  in  American  Amy. 

Aastin,  William,  yeoman,  late  keeper  of  the  New  Jersey  Fcrrj. 

Amstrong,  Praneis,  of  Sadsbary  in  Chester  Ge.«  dealer  ie  hones. 

Armrtrong,  William,  «f       do.  do.        eheemakes. 

Airey,  Jebn,  late  ef  the  Post  Offiee,  Flilla. 

Ashbridgs,  Aaron,  waterman,  Chester,  discharged. 

Andrews,  William,  fnller,  Darby,  Chester  County. 

Anderson,  William,  labourer,  of  Ridley,  Chester  Connty. 

AUeB,  James,  satveftdered  &  died. 

Allen,  Isaao,  atty.  at  law,  Trenton,  New  Jersey. 

Adams,  John,  silk  weayer,  Northern  Liberties. 

Arthur,  Peter,  house  carpenter,  Soothwark. 

Aspden,  Matthias,  of  Philada.  Oity^menh. 

Arnold,  Benedict,  Migr.  Qenl.,  &C^ 

Anderaon,  Stephen,  yeoman,  late  of  New  Oavdea,  Chester  Oe. 

Adams,  Jonathan,  Senftnaher,  .Gecoiaatowa  Towashiiu  RhiMa.  <0e. 

Mama^  ftniaiyiah,  his  wife. 

B. 

•BMAe,  Jehu,  tele  of  Berks  Co.,  yeeman. 
Baetnm,  Alenader,  of  Philada.,  meruhant 
BUee,  Samuel»  laAe  Sheriff;  Bosks  Co. 
Bulla,  Thomas,  of  Chester  Co.,  husbdm.  ** 
Braken,  James,  of  Tyrone  Township,  Tork  County. 
Brookes,  Bowyer,  surrendered  k  discharged. 
Badge,  Thomas,  of  Philada.,  tidlow  ehand*er. 
Bolia,  Joh%  anrrendefed  A  discharted. 
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Bramball,  Thomu,  Button  maker,  Phil«dA. 

Broniiy  John,  anrrendered  &  discbai^gtd.  ^ 

Bncldngbam^  John,  Uhonrer,  PwiBjiink.  ^ 

Bolton,  Joseph,  tried  &  acquitted. 

Botcher,  John,  hnsbdm.,  Blocktej,  Fhilada.  Ca. 

Bryan,  Joel,  Haycock,  Bucks  co«,  snrrenderBd* 

Burns,  George,  weaTcr,  Plumstead,  Books  oow 

Balderstone,  Mordeoai,  surrendered  k  disohai^pML 

Brp^ra,  William,  Ckwper,  Bolebniy,  Bucks  Co. 

Borrows,  Samuel,  labourer.  Upper  WakeAekl,  Boeks  Co. 

Boatman,  George,  labourer.  Upper  Wakefield,     do.  * 

Brown,  Benjamin,  of  Falls  Township,  Boete  Co.,  bosbda. 

Brown,  John,  a  carpenter,  Bristol,  «unendefed  &  dhahargwi 

Briggs,  George,  do. 

Bartow,  Thomas,  do. 

Bean,  Jesse,  do. 

Boffingtoii,  Jooob,  Oarpentar,  West  Bradford,  COisalar  Oo* 

Bullock,  Isaac,  labourer,  Conoord»  Chester. 

Burnett,  John,  surrendered  &  discharged. 

Bell,  Samuel,  surrendex^d  ft  dischai^^. 

Burk,  Isaao,  labourer,  P^vidense,  GhestAr  Couotj. 

Bums,  Thomas,  do. 

Bell,  William,  labourer,  Newton,  Chester  Co. 

Brown,  James,  of  Haverford,  Gheater  Co.,  wheelwright 

Bord,  John,  Botoher^  Philada. 

Burr,  Hudson,  hatter,  Philada. 

Burkett,  John,  waterman,  do. 

Burk,  John,  Toylor,  of  the  Manor  of  Moroland,  Philada.  Uo, 

Burge,  David,  Uaoksmith,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Barrow,  Samuel,  of  Barre,  Bedford  Co.,  yeoman. 

Bartlett,  John,  Ute  Clerk  in  the  Custom  House,  Philada. 

Booth,  Beigamin,  of  Philada.,  mereht. 

Bond,  Phineas,  atty.  at  law,  Philada. 

Brown,  George,  labourer,  BueUngkam,  Books  06. 

Boyer,  Jacob,  yeoman,  Donnegal,  Lancaster  Co. 

Bare,  Abraham,  yeoman,  Bade  !fiownship,  LanoartMP  Oo.  ^ 

Buffington,  Joshua,  tried  &  acquitted. 

Buflington,  Richard,  senior,  of  East  Bradford,  Chester  Co., 

Blackford,  Martin,  of  Warrington,  York  Go., 


Carlisle,  Abraham,  house  carpenter,  City  Philada. 

Clifton,  Alfred,  Qstttlem.,  City  Philada. 

Coxe,  Tench,  surrendered  &  diaohacgcd. 

Clifton,  ^niliam,  do. 

Compton,  William^  do. 

Corry,  Biobert,  do. 

Christ,  William,  mason,  of  Horseham,  Philada.  Ceoaty. 

Carrer,  Nathan,  wheelwright.  Upper  Dublin,  Philada. 

Cunrad,  Robert,  mason,  Norrington,  PUlada.  Co.     ^ 

Coxe,  Daniel,  late  of  Trenton  in  New  Jersey. 

Chalmers,  James,  late'of  Philada ,  ft  lata  of  KtAi  eow^y,  Maiyland. 

Couper,  Robert^  trader,  of  Philada.  City. 

Chevalier,  John,  soirendered  ft  dlsehavged. 

Club,  James,  mariner,  City  of  Philada. 

Cunningham,  John,  sasr'd  ft  disoh'd.  , 
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Cvary,  Ross,  Oentt^o,  late  Lt.  In  the  Amerioaa  ftnny,  late  of  Plukd.  City. 

Craig,  James,  surrend'd  &  dlsoh'd. 

Connor,  Mi<^Ael,  mereb't,  Philada. 

CoItj,  Roben,  Jnn*r,  sadler,  Bnokingham,  Bneks  County. 

Cable,  John,  snrrend'd  k  disch'd. 

Canby,  Joseph,  laboorer,  Upper  Wakef  d,  Backs. 

Caoby,  Thomas,  blaoksmlth,  do. 

Campbell,  Arthur,  laboorer,  Bristol. 

Chapman,  Samuel,  tried  &  aoq'd. 

Chapman,  Amos,  husbdm.,  Wright's  Town  Township,  Backs  County. 

Chapman,  Abraham,  Cooper,  of  do.  do. 

Chapman,  Darid,  miller,  of  do*  do. 

Clark,  Abraham,  surr'd  k  disohU 

Chypher,  Jacob,  miller,  Ihredyffirin,  Chester -Co. 

Caldwell,  William,  husbdm.,  of  Darby,  Chester  Co. 

Clark,  William,  labourer,  FroTidenoe  Chester  Co. 

Crickley,  Michael,  labourer,  of  Hayerford,  Chester  Co. 

Cuslan,  William,  labourer  of  Bast  Pennsborou(^  Cnmb'd  Co. 

Croghan,  Qeorge,  surrend'd  &  disch'd. 

Colston,  John,  stocking  weayer,  Philada. 

Comely,  Joseph,  yeoman,  of  Manor  of  Moreland,  Phitad.  Co. 

Campbell,  John,  yeoman,  Emmerson's  Valley,  Cumberl'd  Co. 

Campbell,  William,    do.  do.  do. 

Campbell,  Peter,  Gentrn,  of  Trenton,  in  New  Jersey. 

Clark,  John,  late  Sheriff's  Clerk,  North's  Liberties. 

Crookson,  Dennis,  lumber  merch't,  Southwark,  (not  attainted,)  disohai^ 

by  Proclamation  of  Council,  1779. 
Corker,  William,  Cooper,  Northern  Liberties. 
Corbet,  Alexander,  yeoman,  of  Wakefield,  Bucks  County. 


D. 

Dnch^,  Jacob,  junior,  late  of  miilada.  City. 

Desbong,  Peter,  tried  &  acquitted. 

Dawson,  Darid,  of  Chester  Co.,  husbandman. 

Delaplain,  James,  surr'd  k  disch'd. 

Daria,  James,  do. 

Daris,  Benjamin,  hatter,  Philada. 

DoTcr,  Robert,  surr'd  k  disch'd. 

Doan,  Joseph,  labourer,  Plumstead,  Bucks  Co. 

Dennis,  Henry,  Shipwright,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Dennisf  John,  wheelwright,  do. 

Doble,  Joseph,  of  Falls  Township,  Bucks  Co.,  ] 

De  Normandie,  Andrew,  Doct'r,.Bzi8toL 

De  Normandie,  William,  labourer,    do. 

Daris,  William,  tried  k  acq'd. 

Daris,  George,  Springfd,  Chester  Co.,  husbdm. 

Dunn,  William,  labourer,  Proridenoe,  Chester  Go. 

Dunn,  George,  surr^d  k  ^Usch'd. 

Dunn,  Malin,  Taylor,  Providence,  Chester  Co. 

Dunn,  George,    do.  do. 

Dennis,  John,  Joiner,  Richland,  Bucks  Go. 

Delong,  James,  yeoman,  Emmerson's  Valley,  Cumb'd  Co. 

Dolston,  Isaac,  yeoman,  of  Wyoming  Township,  North'd  Go. 

Dolston,  Matthew,  do.  do. 

DolstoDy  Isaaoi  Jun'r,  do.  dow 


t 

E. 

Eymis,  Ahel,  Eeqrl,  atty.  at  l»w,  Philsda.  g 

Eto,  Oswald,  of  the  North'n  Liberties. 

EyaiiB,  Israel,  smith,  Upper  Dublin,  Pliilada. 

Eyans,  WiUiam,  carpenter,  Norrington,  Philada.  County. 

EYans,  Joel,  mercht,  City  Philada. 

Easton,  Dennis,  labourer,  Buckingham,  Backs  Co. 

Ellwood,  John,  of  Bristol,  tried,  convicted;  uader  sentanoe  of  death,  ft 

pardoned  Jaly  15th,  1789,  by  Gonncil. 
Edwards,  Joseph,  surr*d  &  disch'd. 
Effinger,  Henry,  Jun*r,     do. 
ElUott,  Matthew,  Ind'n  Trader,  of  WestmM  Co. 
Evans,  WilHam,  Carpenter,  Philada. 
Evans,  John,  do.  do 

Elliott,  Andrew,  of  New  York. 
Ensor,  George,  Cooper,  Southwark. 
Eddy,  Charles,  Ironmonger,  of  Philada.  City, 
Eddy,  Thomas,  do.  do. 

ErwiOf  Edward,  or  /rim,  of  Bye  Township,  CnmVd  Co. 


Fonts,  Christian,  Lanc'r  Connt^,  late  Lt  Colo,  of  Militia. 
•  FergnsoD,  Hugh  Henry,  Estate  of  Grssrae  park  vested  by  law  hk  his  wife* 
Fisher,  Coleman,  son  of  William  Fisher,  Esqr.  of  Philada. 
Usher,  James,  sorr'd  &  disch'd. 
Fegan,  Lawrence,  Innkeeper,  North'n  Liberties. 
FeU,  William,  weaver,  Buckingham,  Backs  Co. 
Featherby,  Thomas,  mUler,  of  Solebary,  Backs  Co. 
Falkenston,  Abraham,  labourer.  Providence,  Chested  Coimty. 
Forsaer,  Andrew,  labourer,  of  Allen  Township,  Cumb'd  Co. 
Fields,  George,  yeoman,  Wioming  Township,  North'd  Oo. 
Fields,  Daniel,  do.  do. 

Relds,  Qilbert»  do.  do. 

Fomer,  Morris,  do.  do. 

Fumer,  Edwaxd,  do.  do. 

Falkenstone,  Jacob,  yeoman,  of  Passyunk,  Philada.  County. 
Fleming,  Low,  yeoman.  Meant  Bethel,  North*d  Co. 
Fox,  John,  cutler,  of  Philada.  City. 
FoK,  Joseph,  blacksmith,  of  do. 
Furland  Samuol,  yeoman,  of  Chester  Borough. 
Fincher,  Bei^amin,  yeoman,  of  New  Garden,  Cliester  Co. 


GallowVf  Joseph,  late  member  of  Congress. 

Garrigues,  Samuel,  the  elder,  tried  k  acquitted. 

Griffith,  Evan,  of  York  Co.,  husbandman. 

Green,  Isaac,  Jun'r,  Bast  Cain,  Chester  Co.,  husb'n,  sentenced  k  pardoned 
by  Council,  July  6th,  1781,  if  he  went  without  Bo.  on  B.  the  Frigate 
l^mbull  for  the  war,  &  serve  throughout;  sentenced  at  Phila^., 
July  17th,  1781 ,  prays  a  pardon  without  the  above  condition,  dismissed. 

Garrigues,  Samuel,  Jr.,  surr.  k  disch. 

Gibbs,  Benjamin,  do. 

Gregson,  James,  do. 

Gregory,  David,  mariner,  Sonthwark. 

Oilmore,  James,  of  Falls  Township,  Bveks  Co.,  hn 


*( 
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CkMling,  Jolm,  snrr'd  ft  diacVd. 
Oood,  George,  labourer,  ProTidence,  Chester  Co. 
Qriflsel,  B||rftrd,  oonTicted  ft  ^Mdoned  by  0«inaU^  My  8tfa,  1780. 
GiU,  Joseph,  malster,  Chester  Tovaahip. 
Gorman,  James,  surr'd  ft  dSsdi'd. 
Gorman,  Enoeh,  do. 

Girty,  Simon,  Indian  Interpreter,  of  Westm'd  Co. 
Girty,  James,  labourer,  do 

Obmo,  ThoBifl,  yeoman«  Hatfield,  Philada.  Co. 
Gibson,  Edward,  yeoman,  Emmerson's  Valley,  CmnVd  Go. 
Greswold,  Joseph,  distiller,  North'a  Liborties. 
Gordon,  Thomas,  yeoman,  of  Oxford,  Philada.  Co. 
GiTin,  Hugh,  labourer,  Tyrene,  Cumb*d  Co. 

Gordon,  Henry  or  Harry,  military.  sIBoer  in  the  Britiak  Mitioe»kle  of 
Kennet,  Chester  Co. 


Hicks,  Gilbert,  of  Buoks  County,  yeoman. 

Hook,  Cbristiaj^  ally,»  City  PhUadft. 

Hanlon,  Edward,  oooper  ft  Vintner,  in  City  Philada. 

HoTendon,  Ridiard,  Newtown  Township,  Bucks  Co.,  trader. 

Holder,  John,  tried  ft  acq'd. 

Holder,  Jacob,  of  Moflh'a  Cd^,  Ubourer. 

Holder,  Gaov^e.  *    do.  do.  pardoned  by  GoBaoU,  ^mi  7, 1779. 

Holsinger,  IngeUioU,  of  Lancaster  County,  hasbda'a. 

Humphreys,  James,  sen'r,  surr'd  ft  disoharged. 

Humphrey,  James,  Jun>,  printer^  Philada.  Ci^. 

Hart,  John,  surr'd  ft  disoh'd. 

Hart,  Chamless,    do. 

Howard,  Peter,     do. 

Hathe,  Andrew  tried  ft  acquitted* 

Huntsman,  JobiV  do. 

Hurst,  Timothy,  of  Chester  Co.,  Gentl*n. 

Hales,  John,  stable  keeper,  Philada. 

Henderson,  John,  marine,  Philada. 

Henry,  Hugh,  Ign's  Bill  ft  discharged. 

Hill,  John,  surr'd  ft  disch'd. 

Howel,  John,  labourer,  Solebury^  Bucks  Co. 

Hendrickson,  Jeremiah,  labourer,  SboMury,  Books  Co. 

Hanrey,  John,  labourer.  Upper  Wakefield*  Bucks  Co. 

Hill,  Henry,  of  Palls  Town^ip,  BiMks  Coun^^  huabdm. 

Huns,  Caleb,  weaTer,  Goshen,  Cheater  Go. 

Hart,  Samuel,  labourer.  East  Bradford,  Chester  Co. 

Hartnet,  James,  tried  ft  acquitted. 

Henry,  William,  Taylor,  Providence,  Chester  Co. 

Hardy,  Peter,  husbdm.,  of  Mount  Betibel^  K«i^*d  Cb. 

Hughes,  Uriah,  surr'd  ft  disch'd. 

Hutchinson,  Isaac,  New  Britain,  Budu  County,  yeovaa. 

fitttohinsoft,  Thomas,  do.  do. 

Hutchinson,  Marmaduke,         do.  do. 

Hare,  Jacob,  yeoman,  Bacree,  Bedford  Co. 

Hare,  MichMl,  do.  do. 

Hill,  Patrick,  yeoman,  of  Wyoming  Towaship,  North'd  Co. 

Hutchinson,  John,  yeoman,  Eingsessing,  Philada.  Co. 

Harrey,  Samuel,  yeoman,  Upper  Wakefield,  Bucks  Co. 

Housecker,  Nicholas,  yeoman,  Lebaiion,  I^awaatar  Goii 

Hughes,  TkmtOh  yMmam  A«gfwt»»  If ovtii'd  Cocn^. 


I  and  J. 

Iredald,  Robeit^  J^r,  of  Horiham  Xownslup^  PUUda^  Oo.»  Mo|i«r. 

Iredala,  ThoMM,  do^  do.  do. 

James,  Jaoob,  of  Ckwheiw  Ghoottr  Go.»  Innkoopor^ 

Junes,  AbeU  foir'd  k  diaeh*d. 

Iiedftio,  AbmkMi,  wmmyw^  Philada.  Oo«,  (Honhun.) 

Irwin,  Alexander,  of  East  Pennsboroagb,  Comb'd  Oo.»  Oartor. 

InglU,  James,  trader,  Citj  of  Philada. 

Johnston,  John,  Coaohmaker,  PhUada. 

Irwin,  Dunning,  Trader,  Philada. 

Jelferies,  Samuel,  surr'd  &  discharged. 

Joankin,  Henry,  Trader,  Philada. 

James,  Beigamin,  Cooper,  Concord,  Chester. 

Ink,  John,  hnsbdm.,  of  Mount  Bethel,  North'd  Cowi^. 

Irwin,  Francis,  Carter,  East  Pennsborongh,  Camb*d  Co. 

Jones,  David,  TaTom  keeper  &  Constable,  Philadat»  •orrend'd. 

Jones,  Edward,  Hilton,  Books  Co.,  yeomaa, 

Jones,  Jonathan,        do.  do. 

Jones,  Jesse,  Bensalem,  Bucks  Co.,  labourer. 

Jones,  Daniel,  yeoman,  Moroland  Township,  Philada.  Co. 

Jones,  Holton,  Hatter,  of  Germantown  Township,  Philada.  Co. 

Jones,  Hugh,  of  Qasblokten  Settlement,  North'd  Co.,  yeomaiu 

Janes,  Daniel,  yeoman,  of  Moreland,  In  Philada.  County. 

Jaokson,  John,  East  Marlbouroqgh,  Chester  Countj,  yeomam 


Keen,  Reynold,  pardoned  by  act  of  Assembly. 

Kereker,  Lodowick,  snrr*d  &  disch'd. 

Knight,  Joshua,  of  Abingdon  Township,  Philada.  Co.,  Blacksmith. 

Knight,  John,  Tanner. 

Knight,  Isaao,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Koster,  Samuel,  of  North'n  Co.,  husbdnl 

Koster,  John,  do.  do. 

Knight,  Nicholas,  lime  burner,  Plymouth,  Philada.  Go. 

Kennett,  Levy,  labourer,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Kennedy,  William,  labourer,  of  Springfield,  Chester  Co. 

Kissack,  Robert,  of  Haverford,  Chester  Co. 

Kilby,  Lawrence,  Cooper,  East  Pennsborough,  Cumb*d  Co. 

Kennard,  Joseph,  labourer,  Plumstead,  Bucks  Cg. 

King,  Joseph,  yeoman.  Path  Valley,  Cumb'd  Co, 

Kisselman,  Frederick,  snrrend*d  &  diacVd. 

Knapper,  George,  Baker,  of  Philada.  City. 

Kearsley,  John,  GentUn,  son  of  Dr.  Kearsley,  of  NortVn  Liberties. 

Kennard,  Joseph,  labourer,  Plumstead,  Bocks  County. 


LioTesly,  Thomas,  snrr'd  &  disoh'd. 

Love,  William,  late  of  The  Township  of  Tork,  York  Co. 

Lile,  Heif^y,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Lile,  Johb,  do. 

Lile,  Robert,  do. 

Lewis,  Curtis,  Blacksmith,  E:ist  Cain.,  Chester  Co. 

Loosly,  Robert,  shoemaker,  Philada. 
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Lindon,  Hugh,  sohoolmaster,  Bocking&am,  Buclu  Co. 

Lindy,  Urif£,  labourer,  Solebary,  Backs  Co. 

hoiogf  Abrftham,  hosbdn.,  of  Mount  Bethel,  Nortliaaipton  Co. 

Lawsoii,  James,  hnsbdn.,  of  Lower  Smithfield,  North*n  C«. 

Loaghboroagh,  John,  blaeksmith,  of  Moreland  Manor,  Pfallada.  Go. 

Little,  James,  yeoman,  of  Emmerson's  Valley,  Ciimb'd  Co., 

Land,  Robert,  late  Jnstiee  of  the  Peace,  Cnahiokton  S«taem%  NoKIi'bCo] 

Land,  John  of  same  place. 

Lightfoot,  Thomas,  surr'd  &  disoh'd. 

Lindsay,  Samuel,  yeonum,  of  Guilford  Township, ^Cnmb'd^Co. 

M. 

Miler,  Peter,  tried  ft  acquitted. 

Maxchinton,  Philip,  Trader,  City  Pa. 

Moland,  William,  sunr'd. 

MoHngfa,  Matthew,  surr'd  ft  disoh'd. 

MoCuUough,  Kenneth,  late  of  Philada.,  yeoman. 

Meng,  M^ohior,  surr'd  ft  disoh'd. 

Meng,  Jacob,  tried  ft  acquitted. 

McMurtrie,  Mlliam,  surr'd  ft  disoh'd. 

Morris,  William,  mariner,  late  Constable  Cify  Philada. 

Mayer,  Jacob,  surr'd  ft  disoh'd. 

Moran,  Charles,  Shipwright,  Southw'k. 

Miohenor,  Isaac,  labourer,  Plumsted,  Bucks  Co. 

MoMidlMi,  James,  laborer,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Martin,  Thomas,  Cooper,  Falls  ToWnship,  Bucks  Co. 

Moulder,  John,  Waterman,  Chichester,  Chester  Co. 

Malin,  Joseph,  tried  ft  acq'd. 

Malin,  Elislui,  Joiner,  East  Whitehead,  Chester  Co.,  pardoned. 

Millson,  John,  (say  William,)  taylor,  Concord,  Chester. 

Madocl^  William,  TaTom  keeper,  Proridence,  Chester  Co. 

Malin,  James,  surr'd  ft  disoh'd. 

Miller,  Benjamin,      do. 

MusgroTo,  John,  Trader,  Darby,  Chester*  Co.  * 

MoClarin,  James,  labourer,  Springfield,  Chester  Co. 

Maris,  Darid,  Taylor,  Newton,  Chester  Co. 

Morgan,  Moses,  husbdn.,  of  Mount  Bethel,  North'n  Co. 

Mars,  Lawrence,      do.  do.  do. 

MoMichael,  Edwd.,  husbdn,  of  Lower  Smithfd,  North'n  Co. 

MoCart,  John,  distiller  ft  labourer,  East  Pennsborough,  Cumb'd  Co 

MoKee,  Alexander,  Indian  Trader  of  Westm'd  Co. 

Marshall,  William,  surr'd  ft  disoh'd. 

Morris,  Enoch,  wheelwright,  HUltown,  Buoks  Co. 

Magee,  Henry,  surr'd  ft  disch'd  by  name  of  H.  Maag. 

McNeil,  Dominick,  yeoman,  Tuscarora,  Cumb'd  Co. 

Maokinett,  John,  Merch't,  North'n  Liberties. 

Maokiness,  Thomas,  Trader,  Northern  Liberties. 

Meredith,  John,  labourer,  of  New  Brittain,  Bucks  Co. 

McDonald,  Alexander,  yeoman.  Bye  Township,  Cumb'd  Co. 

McKensie,  Kenneth,        do.  do,  do. 

McPherson,  William,  blacksmith,  Tyrone,  Cumb'd  Co. 

N. 
Nixon,  Robert,  yeoman,  of  Lock  Townshipi  Cumb'd  Co. 
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Onralt,  He&Ty,  house  caipenter,  Northampton  Co* 
CKidn,  Hugh,  labourer,  Springfield,  Chester  Co. 
O'Kain,  Darby,      do.  do.  do. 

Oreriiolt,  John,  of  Tiidonm  Township,  Books  Co. 


Potts,  John,  of  Philada.  Connty,  yeoman. 

Pugh,  James,  of  North'n  Co.,  hasb(bn. 

Po^,  Hugh,  of       do.  do. 

Prioe,  William,  of  Philada.,  merch't 

Panook,  John,  of  Philada.,  yeoman. 

Potts,  David,  surr'd  &  disohU 

Pastorios,  Abraham,  of  Oermantown  Township,  Tanner. 

Parker,  John,  labonrer,  Plymouth,  Philada.  County. 

Pyle,  Caleb,  surr'd  &  disohU 

nke,  John,  do. 

Palmer,  John,        do. 

Priee,  Peter,  lab'r,  Middleton,  Bucks  Co. 

Poor,  John,  tried  &  acquitted. 

PariL,  Abyah,  East  Bradford,  Chester  Co. 

Proctor,  Joshua,  labourer,  Newion,  Chester  Co. 

Palmer,  Richard,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Perlie,  Peter,  yeoman,  Durham^  Buoks  Co. 

Patterson,  John,  surr'd  &  disch'd.* 

Plies,  William,  mariner,  of  Philada.  City. 

Proctor,  Joshua,  yeoman.  New  Garden,  Chester  Co. 

Paxton,  Joseph,  of  Middleton,  Bucks  Co.,  yeoman. 

R. 

Rankin,  James,  of  Torlt  County,  yeoman. 

Roberts,  John,  of  Lower  Morion,  Philada.  Co.,  miUer. 

Rankin,  John,  of  York  Co.,  husbandman. 

Roberts,  Owen,  of  North'n  Co.,  Saw  mill  man. 

Reine,  George,  of  Earl  Township,  Lano*r  Co.,  miller. 

Rrtne,  John,  of  Lanc'r  Co.,  husbdn. 

Roes,  Malcolm,  of  Philada.  # 

Roker,  Thomas,  of     do. 

Riddle,  James,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Robeson,  Peter,  do. 

Robeson,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  son  of  Jona.  Robeson,  of  WhHemarsh,  Phila.  Co. 

Roberts,  John,  Smith,  of  Upper  Dublin,  Philada.  Co. 

Richardson,  Jaeob,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Romigh,  Joseph,  of  North'n  County,  yeoman. 

Rodgers,  John,  labourer,  Plumsted,  Bucks  Co. 

Rickey,  Alexander,  labourer,  of  Lower  Wakefield,  Buoks  Co. 

Register,  Daniel,  surr'd  ft  disch'd. 

Rymel,  John,  husbdn.,  of  Mount  Bethel  Township,  North'n  Co. 

Ross,  William,  cordwainer,  in  Walnut  street,  Philada. 

Russel,  Matthew,  yeoman,  of  Wyom'g  Township,  North'd  Co. 

Rhodden,  William,  mariner,  Southwark. 

Bc^MVts,  Ksttban,  yeoman,  Bristol  Township,  Philada.  County. 

Robeson,  John,  oordwaSner,  Whitpaine  Township,  Philada.  Co. 

Bundle,  Daniel,  surr^d  &  disoh'd. 
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B«id,  Jobs,  militoTj  officer  in  Brituh  sernoe,  late  of  Tintenm,  Bndui  Oo. 
Bees,  AlozftDder,  yeoman,  of  The  Township  of  Pitt,  Westm'd  Gp,     . 
Bankin,  William,  yeoman,  late  a  Colo,  of  mUitia,  Newbeny,  York  Co. 


S. 

Bboemaker,  Samuel,  late  Alderman  of  The  City  of  Philada. 

Story,  Enoch,  merch*t.  City  Philada. 

Stephenson,  James,  Baker,  in  Phitaaa. 

Smith,  John,  late  gnager  port  of  Philada.* 

Skyles,  Henry,  of  Chester  County,  husbdn. 

Swanwick,  John,  late  of  the  Custom  House,  PfaOa.,  &  late  of  Chester  0». 

Sutton,  Joseph,  of  Nortji'n  Co.,  husbandman. 

Sanderson,  Francis,  surr'd  &  fUsch'd. 

Sproat,  Darid.  of  Philada. 

Story,  Thomas,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Stephens,  James,  tried  &  acquitted. 

Stedman,  Charles,  junior,  Esqr.,  att'y,  Philada. 

Shepherd,  John,  stable  keeper,  Philada. 

Sutter,  Peter,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Saur,  Christopher,  junr.,  of  German  Town'Toinisldp,  printer. 

Saor,  Christopher,  senior,  do.  do. 

Shoemaker,  Joseph,  surr'd  k  disch'd. 

Supplee,  Enoch,  farmer,  Norrington,  Philada.  Co. 

Styger,  Stephen,  surr'd  &  disch'd. 

Stiles,  Edward,  do. 

Swanwick,  Bichard,  of  Chester  Co.,  late  of  the  Custom  House,  Philada. 

Skyles,  Henry,  of  Lancaster  Co.,  yeoman. 

Smyther,  James,  Engrayer,  City  Phila. 

Stansbury,  Joseph,  surr'd  k  disch'd. 

Spangler,  George.  Trader,  Philada. 

Saur,  Peter,  Pnnter,  Germantown  Township,  Philada.  Co* 

Styer,  Stephen,  surr'd  k  disch'd. 

Skelton,  William,  labourer,  Solebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Stackhouse,  John,  husbdn.,  of  Falls  Township,  Bucks  Co. 

Staokhouse,  John,  husbandman,  Bristol. 

Swift,  Joseph,  Gent,  late  Lt.  in  the  king's  am^,  of  Bensalem,  Bucks  Oo. 

Stroud,  William,  surr'd  k  disch'd. 

Supplee,  John,  Ign's  Bill  k  disch'd. 

Smith,  William,  surr'd  k  disch'd. 

Spering,  John,  shoemaker,  Eastman,  North'n  Co. 

Btackbonse,  John,  husbandman,  of  Mount  Bethel,  .North^n  Co* 

Stackhouse,  Bobert^      do.  do.  do. 

Snyder,  Peter,  do.  do.  do. 

Smith,  Alexander,  Blacksmith,  Philada. 

Smith,  William  Drewitt,  druggist,  Philada. 

Stedman,  Alexander,  Esq.,  Gentl'n,  of  Philada, 

Silked,  Thomae,  yeoman,  Hatfield,  Philada.  Co. 

Shaw,  Jonathan,  late  Ensign  OonVX  Ajcmy,  of  Bucks  Co. 

Smith,  Andrew,  surr'd  k  disch'd. 

Stillwell,  John,  yeoman,  Tusoarora,  Cumb'd  Co. 

Starks,  Henry,  yeoman,  Wyoming  Townslup,  North'd  Co. 

Steininger,  Henry,  (twice  proclaimed,)  yeoman,  I^nin  Towii'fi,NoK4k'd  Oo. 

Sinclair,  George,  tanner,  of  West  Cain.,  Chester  Co. 

Simpson,  William,  Blacksmith,  Tyrone,  Cunb'd  Co. 
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ThomftS,  ArUkiir,  Breeches  maker,  City  Philada. 

ThomM,  Joseph,  late  sub  fiheiSf^  Chester  Ooimt|r. 

Thomas,  WUHam,  ofNortli'd  Co.,  hiBsbandmaiL 

Thomas,  Joshua,  ef  do.  do. 

Tittey,  Be^amin,  siiTT'd  &  disoh'd. 

'dyws,  BeiQamiii,  do* 

Taylor,  William,  do. 

Thomas,  Arthur,  Jan'r,  hatter,  Philad4.  City. 

Taylor,  William,  shipwright,  Northli  Idberties. 

Tolly,  John,  marines,  Soathwack. 

Thompson,  David,    do. 

Taylor,  John,  Chichester,  Chester  Co.,  TaTem  keeper. 

Talbot,  John,  wheelwright,  Chichester,  Chester  Co. 

Trego,  Jacob,  Blacksmith,  Goshen,  Chester  Co. 

Thompson,  Joshna,  Taylor,    do.  do. 

Taylor.  John,  Crasier,  Ridley,  Chester  Conntj. 

To41,  Cortland,  miller,  flolebiiry.  Backs  Co. 

Taylor,  Isaac,  yeoman,  Whitpaine  Township,  Philada.  Co. 

Taibert,  James,  trader,  of  Philada.  City. 

Thomas,  Bvan,  laboorer,  HDltown,  Bneks  Co. 

STbnar,  Johii»  m«xth%  ihij  of  Philada. 

V. 

Ysmoiit  Nathaniel,  late  Sheriff  Chester  County^ 

Vernon,  Nathaniel^  Jun*r,  laborei:,  Chester  County. 

Terber,  Ft'ederick,  of  Philada.,  yeoman. 

Yemon,  Gideon,  husbdn.,  ProTidence,  Chester  Co.  ' 

Yetfnpt^  BlHls,  ttmr'd  &  dischM. 

Yangiian,  John,  husbdn.,  of  Mount  Bethel,  North'n  Co. 

Yoght,  Christian,  apothecary,  of  Lancaster  Borough. 

W. 

.Wa(to%  AlUD8on*br  Albertaon,  of  Bybeny,  Philada.  Co.,  (qverf^  Bolls 
OfficOj^  pardoned  by  Act  of  Assembly  in  case  he  surrendered.  * 

.Willet,  Walter,  late  of  Sou^ampton  Township,  BackaCo. 
'  Wilson,  John,  of  Huntingdon  Township,  York  Co. 

Worman,  llichael,  of  Lancaster  Co.,  innkeeper,  pardoned. 

Wharton,  Carpenter,  sorr'd  k  disch'd. 

Wharton,  IsaM,  do. 

Welflang,  Henry,  tried  k  conricted,  shoemaker,  Philada. 

Williams,  William,  snrr'd  &  discVd. 

Williams,  Eptfraim,  labemer,  Bolebury,  Bucks  Co. 

Wilson,  Christopher,  husbdn.,  Ridley,  Chester  Co.,  tried  &  convicted. 

Worral,  Isaiah,  miller,  Springfield,  Chester  Co. 

Wood,  Moses,  husbdn.,  of  Mount  Bethel,  North'n  Co. 

William,  William,  miller,  of  York  County. 

Willis,  Richard,  gnnsmiUi  of  York  County. 

Witlsoh,  John,  of  Bueks  Comity,  eonvioted  but  pardoned  by  Cotmbil. 
Jaly  8th^  17S0. 

White,  Roberi,  iMvehH  k  mariner,  Philada.  \ 

WarreU,  James,  Brewer,  Philada. 

Wright,  William,  dyer  of  Path  Yalley,  CumWd  Co. 

WiitoB,  3iehvd,  yMnaa,  of  F^nnks  Toimi,  Bedf ecd  Ca< 
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Wdtner,  Qeorge,  ywrnan^  Wyoming,  -Northed  Co. 

WertniMi,  Philip,  George,  (this  luune  twice  proolAlmed,)  yeoman,  Lynn 

Township,  North'n  Co. 
WiUiams,  Daniel,  of  HorshMn  Township,  niHnda.. 
Walker,  Isaao,  yeoman,  of  Laokawaek  Settlement,  Ifortk'n  Co. 
Warder,  John  of  Philada.  City,  merch't,  eon  of  Jeremiah*  Deo'd. 
WaJn,  James,  yeoman.  Northern  liberHea. 
Worthington,  Joseph,  labonrer,  (son  of  Rioh'd  Worthington,)  Bodkinghstt, 

Bucks  Connfy. 
West,  William,  jnnior,  snrr'd  ft  disoh'd. 
Wright,  John,  Hatfd,  Philada.  Co.  ' 
Wright,  Jonathan,  of  Hatfield,  Philada.  Co.,  yeonuuu 

T. 

Tonng,  John,  late  of  Grssme  Parke,  OentlenuuL 

YeldiS,  Anthony,  snrr'd  ft  disoh'd.. 

Toang,  Darid,  husbdn.,  of  Mount  Bethel,  North'a  Co. 

Tork,  Thomas,  sailmaker  of  Philada.  (Sty.  * 

Yeldall,  Anthony,  Philada.,  draggist,  did  not  torrender  on  2d  procFn. 

I  John  MoniS|  EsqairOi  Master  of  the  RoUb  for  the  State  •f 
PenoBylTaniay  Do  Certify  that  the  within  List  of  Namee  is  a  true 
Extract  from  the  several  Proolamaitons  iasaed  by  the  Hononble 
the  Sapreme  Exeoative  Conncil  of  the  said  State;  Sammooing 
*  them  respeotiyely  to  appear  and  answer  to  certain  Charges  of  High 
Treason. 

.  In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  Hand  ft  the  Seal 
of  my  said  Office  at  Philadelphia,  the  28th  Day  of  November^ 
A.  D.  1788. 
[SEAL.]  JOHN  MORRIS;  M.  R. 

28d  Feb.,  1781.  Alphabetical  list  of  all  the  persons  attainted  of 
High  Treason,  with  a  state  of  snch  as  have  been  acquitted  by  the 
.  Supreme  Court. 

There  were  10  'problamations  of  last  Council,  in  1781,  for  Wn. 
Bankin. 

There  was  a  John  Tavlor  of  Chester  Gonnty,  one  of  the  within, 
(qnere,  which,)  pardoned  by  Conncil,  Mav  30th,  1782,  provided  he 
wonld  take  the  Oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  State,  aid 
give  security,  as  specified,  for  hb  behaviour  daring  the  war.* 


Council  to  Arthur  St.  Clair,  &o.,  1784. 

Circular. 

Phikdelphia,  April  29«*,  1784. 
Sir, 

GonncU,  upon  Considering  the  exhausted  state  of  the  Treasniy, 
and  that  the  public  exigencies  were  such  as  to  call  for  anr  immediate 
supply  they  have  accordingly  directed  me  to  call  upon  foji  in  the  meat 
preasing  manner  to  expedite  the  payment  of  the  money  now  in  yonr 

*  See  letter  of  Oovemor  of  Soath  Caveliaa,  askiag  fpr  snoh  a  list,  p.  T9. 
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handsj  and  to  use  yoar  utmost  endeavoare  in  the  Collection  of  sach 
as  may  be  oatstanaing-^Ooaneil  depend  mnefa  on  yonr  exertions  in 
this  business. 

I  am,  sir,  &o. 
Jndorud^ 

1784,  April  2eth.  To  Arthur  S>  Glair,  James  Mease  k  AUx' 
Boyd— &  Sharp  Dehny. 

MBSSBS.  HniLBQAS  AND  FrANOIS  TO   COUKCIL,  1784. 

To  his  Ezoellenoy  the  President  and  the  Honorable  the  Ezecutiye 

Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  Pursuance  of  your  appointment,  We  have  obtained  from  the 
Surveyor  Genera]  a  draft  of  the  Ground  in  which  the  Barracks  in 
the  Northern  Liberties  are  erected,  and  attended  a  Surveyor  to  run 
the  lines  and  examine  the  buildings;  But  as  yet  we  have  not  pro- 
ceeded so  far  as  to  form  the  several  sub-divisions  of  that  Ground,  so 
that  it  might  be  disposed  of  to  the  greatest  advantage. 

That  it  is  at  present  the  opinion  of  divers  Inhabitants,  as  well  as 
onr  own,  That  it  would  be  most  beneficial  before  the  Ground  is  sub- 
divided. That  all  the  buildings,  except  the  large  House  in  the  middle 
of  the  west  front,  be  disposed  «f  in  parcels  of  one  or  more  Houses, 
obliging  the  purchasers  to  pull  them  down  within  a  limited  time,  k 
remove  the  materials— for  the  following  Seasons : — 

IM — ^The  Vacant  Lots  will  probably  sell  much  higher  than  they 
would  were  these  small  builAngs  to  remain,  and  consequently  be 
inhabited  by  persons  most  of  whoBi  would  not  make  the  beet  hi 
Neighbours. 

2«i7 — The  Soofs  being  put  on  about  26  years  ago,  and  the  Shin- 
gles, in  A  few  years  more,  Donsequently  will  be  rotten,  if  they  are 
not  so  in  some  degree  already,  bein^  on  a  very  low  pitch. 

34ir — Xhe  Brieksj  at  the  present  high  price,  will  probably  sell  for 
as  much  as  new  may  hereafter  be  bought  for,  with  the  expence  of 
hiying. 

4tki7 — ^Thal  when  those  buildings  are  disposed  of  and  torn  down, 
the  Ground  may  be  sub-divided  to  mueh  greater  advantage,  a  sthe 
lines  will  be  unshackled,  and  no  regard  need  be  paid  to  the  present 
partitions  of  the  Bouses,  all  of  which  are  lathed  and  plaistered^ 
except  where  the  Chimneys  are,  and  in  a  ruinous  Condition,  as  well 
as  the  Floors,  Window  Cases,  &o.,  &c.  . 

The  Consideration  of  all  which  we  submit  to  vour  Excellency  and 
^i»  Heaorabfe  the  Sxeisuttve  Council.  And  waiting  for  yeur  further 
Ordei0| 

We  aro^  with  the  greatest  est^m, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servants, 

M*  HILLBGAS, 
TENCH  FRANCIS- 

Philadelphia,  April  29,  1784. 
Vol.  X— 12. 
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Sbc'T  AbMBTBOKG  to  EpHBAIM  DoUGLAfiSy  1784. 

Philad-,  April  80, 17U. 
Sir, 

I  am  direeted  bj  Oonnoil  to  inform  yoa  that  they  hsTe  reeeired 
yoar  Letter  of  the  10^^  Instant  with  the  Indoeore,  &  ohserve  with 
surprize  that  the  Names  of  Arnold  Porter  as  Inspector,  &  Lewis 
Deem  &  Charles  Porter  as  Assistant  JadgeS|  are  all  of  the  same 
Handwriting.  The  Return  also  mentions  the  Yacanoy  being  occa- 
sioned by  dividing  the  Township  of  Manallin  into  three  Townships ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  when  or  by  what  Authority  the  said  Town- 
ship was  divided.  Council  therefore  desire,  that  you  would,  as  soon 
as  possible,  transmit  to  this  Office  a  List  of  the  several  Townshipe 
or  Districts  for  choosing  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Council  have  also  received  a  Return  for  Wharton  Township,  in 
Fayette  County,  mentioning  a  Yacancy,  &  signed  with  the  Names  of 
Thomas  Ramsay,  William  McClellan  &  Moses  Hall,  all  of  which  are 
of  the  same  Handwriting  also.  Both  these  Returns  are  rejected.  I 
send  up  by  Qeneral  Nevill  six  Copies  of  a  kte  Law  for  Justices  of 
the  Peace. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect^ 
Your  most  obedient 

and  veiy  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jr.,  Seo^. 
JHreeied,— To  Ephndm  Doughun,  Esq.,  Proth'y  of  Fayette. 


DORSBT    PSNTBOOST  TO    PrBS.    DiOEIHSON,    1784. 

Washington  County,  May  2^,  1784. 
Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  to  your  Excellency  by  Cap*  Hughes  &  M' 
Morrison,  Officers  in  late  Ranging  Washineton  Cora'y.  Your  Ex- 
cellency will  please  to  remember  that  Cap^  Hughes  was  before  your 
Board  to  settle  the  Recruiting  aoc*,  but,  unfortunately,  he  had  lost 
(or  at  least  some  of  his  Subalterns)  some  of  their  attestatiom,  which 
they  have  not  yet  found,  but  hold  Certificates  from  the  Gentlemen 
who  mustered  the  men,  which  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  considef 
as  sufficient. 

\  There  was  an  Order  from  your  board  directing  that  Cap*  Stokely, 
of  the  Westmoreland  Rangers,  should  settle  the  accounts  of  both 
Comp^;  in  Consequence  of  which,  M'  Morrison,  then  the  com- 
minding  Officer  of  the  Washington  Rangers,  sent  his  accounts 
with  me  when  last  at  Philadelphia,  to  deliver  to  the  Captain,  who 
was  Expected  down  in  Obedience  to  y*  Order;  but  he  never  ap- 
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peared  through  the  three  months  that  I  was  in  the  City,  and  Conse- 
quently had  to  bring  the  acooants  back  unsettled.  M'  Morrison 
now  Expects  to  settle  them  himself,  and  I  hope  your  Ezoellency 
will  please  to  give  Directions  accordingly — ^permit  me  here  to  TeU 
jooi  that  M'  Morrison  is  a  Very  Vigiknt  officer,  and  under  the 
Character  of  an  honest  and  upright  man. 

Your  Excellency  will  also  please  to  remember,  that  I  informed 
the  Board  that  your  Orders  for  discharging  the  Company  of  this 
County  did  not  arriTC  to  M'  Morrison,  until  one  month  after  the 
date  or  time  the  Compy.  should  have  been  discharged ;  but  that  of 
reoeiTing  the  Orders  they  were  immediately  discharged ;  that  during 
this  Time^  the  Company  did  duty,  and  provisions  were  Issued  as 
vsnal, — ^your  Excellency  and  Council,  on  this  representation,  agreed 
to  pay  to  the  Comp'y  and  Contractor  for  the  superfluous  Time  of 
Service*  I  only  mention  this  Circumstance  to  refresh  your  Excels 
lency's  memory^  and  by  refering  [to]  your  minutes  I  presume  it  will 
be  found ;  it  is  matter  of  &ot  which  I  hope  your  Excellency  will 
jreooUeot. 

I  have  the  hon'  to  be, 

with  perfect  Esteem  &  respect, 

T'  Excellenc/s  most  Obed*j 
*  Very  humb*  Serv*, 

PORSET  PENTECOST. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  Philadelphia. 
Hon'  by  Lieu^  Morrison. 


Pbes.  of  Conqbkss  to  Fres.  DI0K^7S0N,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  27  of  April,*  being  a  Requisition  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging the  Arrears  of  Interest  due  on  the  National  Debt,  &c.  Also, 
an  Act  (^  Congress  of  the  29*^  of  April,  recommending  to  the  States 
claiming  Western  Territory  immediate  and  liberal  Cessions  thereof. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  , 

Obedient  and  humble  Sert, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
Annapolis,  May  6%  1784. 
His  Excellency  President  Dickinson. 

« See  pag«  242-25a  •        .     i 
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jAMEa  Jacks  so  Prbs.  Dioeinsoh,  1784. 

I  iunre  ohieryod  ihat  tb*  new  Oommianons  for  the  Magistralev, 
that  Coanotl  hsTe  sent  me  in  order  to  be  nooidedy  differ  very  nnoli 
from  the  old  ones  sinee  the  Revolntion,  the  Ibrmer  speotfiad  a  com* 
miSBion  of  the  peaoe;  Oommon  plets,  and  Orphans  oonrt^  but  the 
ktter  seems  oonfiaed^  some  to  the  peaoe^  and  otben  to  the  oommoa 
pleas. 

There  are  some  Gentlemen  here,  that  are  of  opbion,  that  sottrith- 
standing  the  old  Oommission  of  the  peaoe,  is  Bipired  agreeable  te 
the  Conedtntion,  that  they  remain  still  a  Jnstiee  of  the  OooHBot 
pleas,  nnlill  snob  times  as  Oonndl  supemeeds  them;  and  that  by 
mrtne  of  their  old  Oommission  altho'  tb^  soTen  years  is  past,  have 
a  rt^t  to  take  aoknowledgemeqts  of  Deeds  aod  sit  as  Jndtges  in  the 
Oonrt  of  Oommon  pleas— it  seems  to  me^hat  Oonnoil  are  of  a  different 
opinion  by  their  sending  several  new  oommissions  of  the  Common 
pleas  to  those  who  were  Jostices  before  these  sereii  years  past,  1 
wonld  therefore  request  you  would  lay  the  matter  before  Oonnoil,  so 
that  tCey  would  be  pleased  to  send  me  their  opinion  oonoeming  the 
premises  in  order  that  I  may  aot  agreeable  to  their  direotion. 
I  am  sir,  with  the  greatest  respeotj 
'    yenr  Ezoellenoys  most 

obedient  humble  servant. 

JAMES  JACKS. 
Lancaster,  May  7%  1784. 
Directed, 

His  Exoelleney,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsyl*,  Phihdelphnu 
Jndortedf 

Letter  kom  James  Jaoks^  Recorder  of  Lancaster  eounty. 


Ohmstopber  BUts  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Westmoreland  Oounty,  12^  May,  1784. 
Sir, 

After  my  reqpeotfnl  compUmentB  to  your  Excellency  and  Family, 
I  would  beg  leave  to  ofbserve  something  with  regard  to  our  Western 
Oonntry.  I  am  informed  by  good  authority  that  Indians  have  killed 
two  men  about  two  week9  ago  at  or  near  Gross  creek  on  the  western 
extremity  of  this  State.  And  at  Kentuoke  they  have  killed,  this 
last  Spring  and  Winter  about  eighteen  Persons. 

People  seem  to  be  uneasy  that  notbiDg  appears  to  be  doing  with 
respect  to  a  Treaty  with  the  Savages ! 
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The  kte  tppoialmenl  of  LimUwami  of  the  Oonnty  of  Fayette 
eeems  to  give  the  well  a£Feoted  to  this  Oovemmteni  some  nubnge  I 
end  I  thiu  Ttrj  jnstlj  I  If  those  we  h»ve  been  oontendisff  with  so 
loDgy  end  alter  heving  had  so  much  tzonble  to  aapport  the  BIgbte  of 
Pen&ayivaBia  against  a  People  jet  enemieB  in  Ujmt  Heatts  to  the 
Govemttottt  are  to  haire  their  Laiids  Patented  at  tm  MUin^  sleiliftg 
^r  Hundred  somb  and  those  ^o  have  iweD  good  8nb|eotB  and  have 
anfidred  for  their  attaehment  to  the  Gbvernment  to  pay  at  the  rate 
of  ten  Ponndfl  and  they  to  mle  over  ns  into  the  Bargain,  is  eztn^ 
ofdinary  indeed!  Suppose  no  Person  had  oontsnded  for  the  rights 
of  Pennsylvania  in  this  quarter,  and  universal  oonsent  had  been 
gained  by  Yirginiay  is  it  probable  that  you  would  have  effeoted  ample 
Jttstioe  to  the  State  so  readily  ?  Seeing  the  manner  faithful  subjeots 
of  Pennsylvania  are  treated ;  would  your  Ezeellenoy  wonder  if  they 
would  be  ready  to  join  any  party  or  new  State  faetion  that  might 
offer?  I  an  persuaded  your  Ezeellenoy  must  have  had  matters 
miflreptesented;  It  cannot  be  your  Ezeelleno/s  wish  to  give  the 
least  ofienoe  to  the  good  dtiiens  of  this  OommoDwealtb.  If  men  of 
Character  and  Cireumstanees;  men  who  have  borne  the  burthen 
thiv'  the  War  are  to  be  displaoed  from  offioe  and  no  veasone  given, 
BO  Complaint,  no  hearing  to  JnsMfy  themselves,  If  there  are,  few 
indeed,  I  may  say  few  that  have  any  Reputation  to  lose  will  Care 
to  aecept  of  any  ofioe  under  the  €k)vemment. 

My  kind  Compliments  to  Oenefal  Swing,  Genend  Irvine  Ik  Col* 
Wall* 

Am  Sir  with  the  highest  respeot, 

Your  Ez^^eUencys  most  obedient 
Humble  servant, 

CHKISTOPHER  HATS. 
Dtrecied, 

His  Bzceltoncy  John  Diokinflon,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
Pennsylvania. 

Hon*  by  Col»  Edw*  Cook. 

COMMISSIONEBS    FOB     TREATlNa    WITH     InBUNS     TO    PBES« 

DicKiKsojir,  1784. 

Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  aoknowledae  the  reoeint  of  an  offiotal  letter  frouf 
yonr  Ezcellency  (^  the  29^  of  February  last*  informing  us  that  th^ 
Supreme  Ezecutive  Council  ^  in  pursuance  of  a  Resolution  of  the 
'<  General  Assembly  of  ^e  twenty-fifth  of  last  September  bad 
'<  appointed  us)  in  conjunction  with  William  Maolfiy,  Esq',)  com* 
'^  missioners  to  hold  a  Treaty  with  the  Indians  claiming  the  unpur- 
"  chased  Territory  within  the  acknowledged  limila  of  this  State  for 
"the  purpose  of  purchasing  tbi»  same." 

♦  Col.  Beo.,  XIV.,  p.  40. 
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COUHCIL  TO  PB0XH0K0IABIB8,  1784* 

Seoretarj's  Offiooi  Philadelphia,  Uaj  27th,  1784. 
Sir, 

By  .direotion  of  Ooaiidl  I  inclose  yo«  aonia  prilrtad  fimna  4»f 
Betarns  of  Eleotions  for  JoflticeB  of  the  Peace,  whieh  5011  will  iB&d 
to  the  general  diatricts  in  jonr  County. 

Gonnoil  desire  that  no  precept  for  holding  a  new  Election  in  any 
district  be  issued  until  after  a  vacancy  shall  happen  by  the  expira- 
tion of  seven  years  from  the  date  of  the  Oommiesion,  or  oAerwise  «• 
the  law  directs.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  giye.  the  neces- 
sary information  on  this  head  to  the  several  districts. 

Council  also  wish  yon  to  be  particularly  attentive  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  Laws  and  Minutes  of  the  Gen.  Assembly,  as  there  aM 
many  comphiints  from  diferent  parts  of  the  state  of  neglect  in  thui 
business. 


No.  1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
IL 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
Id. 

2a 

21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 


Balbs  of  Babraoks,  1784."^ 

Christleib  Bartling,    -        -        -        -        ^5  15 

John  Keen, 

. 

35  10 

Matthew  Clarkson, 

. 

33 

Do.        « 

. 

83 

Michael  Groves, 

. 

82 

John  Keen, 

• 

51  10 

John.Etridge,    • 

. 

83 

John  Williams, - 

• 

,  33  10 

Nicholas  Ribell, 

. 

33 

Dr.  John  Morgan, 

. 

30  10 

William  WiUiams,      . 

. 

35  10 

John  Keen, 

. 

40 

Dr.  John  Morgan, 

. 

29  10 

Do.        « 

• 

£9 

Alex.  Quarrier,  - 

. 

89 

Do.        «       - 

. 

47 

Do.        «      -        . 

. 

33 

Do.        "       . 

. 

81 

Do.        «      . 

. 

6tf 

Peter  Ozeas,       - 

»                     m                     * 

32 

Richard  Marfwet, 

. 

33 

Christian  Copier, 

. 

82  la 

George  Forepaugh,     - 

- 

33  10 

Do.        " 

. 

33  10 

Do.        «       -        • 

'. 

46 

*  There  is  a  plan  of  these  lots  in  the  Secretary's  office. 
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26.  Wniwm  8h»w,  • 

27.  Dr.  John  Morgan, 

28.  Nioh.  Broom,     • 

29.  Philip  Ptnoake, 
8a  Do.       <<      • 


Nieh.  BiboH,  2  NMCMiy's, 


85  10 
83  10 
85 

88 

86  10 

iei079  15 
8    4 

iei062  19* 

David  Rittbnhousb  to  Pass.  Dickinson,  1784. 

May  29th,  1784. 
Sir, 

Dr.  Ewing  and  Captain  Hatcbins  have  both  applied  to  me  to  have 
some  money  advanced  in  part  of  their  pay  as  Commissioners  for 
determining  the  Boundary  between  this  State  and  Virginia,  prepa- 
ratory to  their  leaving  this  City.  I  most  request  the  approbation  of 
Connoil  for  this  purpose,  unless  Council  should  think  'proper  to 
Issue  a  regular  warrant  for  the  same,  which  will  be  most  agreeable. 

I  aiD|  SiTi  your  moat  obed%  Humble  Servant, 

DAVID  RITTENH0U8E,  Treas. 
P.  S.    The  sum  required  is  £100  each. 
DirecUdj 
Hit  EzoeUeoey,  the  President  in  Council. 
Bead  in  Council  and  two  orders  granted. 


Proposals  fob  "Labelling "  thb  Citt  and  fob  a 

Dl&BOTOBT,  1784. 

ToHis  Exoellenoy  the  President  And  the  Honourable  the  Executive 
'  Oowidl  for  the  CommoQwealth  of  Pensylvania. 

May  it  please  your  Bzcellency  and  Honours, 

The  indoaed  Plan  having  been  shewen  to  a  number  of  respectable 
Gentlemen  and  Merchants  in  this  City  and  meeting  with  their 
Approtiation ;  it  is  now  humbly  submitted  to  your  Excellency  and 
Honours:  respectfully  hoping  it  will  merit  your  Protection  and 
Authority  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

*  These  Tots  were  bounded  by  Bee<$nd  and  Third  Street?,  in  N.  L.,  near 
QreenSt, 

12* 
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To  the  Pnblio  in  Ckneral;  and  the  Oiiiaeii8  of  Philadelphia  in 

particnlari 

When  the  projeetor  of  any  Soheme  whioh  he  wAeSf  or  inienda 
lor  pablio  benefit  or  ntilitji  makes  it  publioi  it  onght  to  be  dear, 
distinct  k  unembarrassodi  and  the  end  proposed  imMiately  obvioos; 
the  neoessity  should  strike  every  man  at  the  first  View ;  the  foUowiag 
proposalsi  it  is  hnmbly  hoped,  being  possessed  of  and  filled  with  ihia 
striking  quality,  must  be  evident  to  every  good  Oitiieni  and  well 
wisher  to  this  flonrishing  &  opulent  City. 

As  unoertainty  and  perplexity  are  ever  held  bars  in  the  way  of 
Commerooi  and  impediments  in  Business;  and  as  the  present  imdi- 
reoted^  and  confused  situation  of  this  great  City  b  at  this  period, 
the  proposers  of  the  following  plan,  haviog  maturely  weighed,  and 
digested  their  present  scheme,  but  being  unable  on  their  own  bottom 
to  carry  it  into  execution,  on  that  full,  extensive,  and  elegant  plan, 
whioh  it  demands  and  with  whioh  it  ought  to  be  executed,  and  that^ 
as  no  tax  can  be  levied  for  the  same,  or  auy  man  obliged  to  pay  his 
money  without  his  consent,  the  proposers  are  under  the  necessity  of 
applying  to  the  public  whose  generosity,  and  protection,  have  ever 
been  liberal  on  similar  occasions. 

The  proposers  therefore  wish  to  open  a  Subscription  for  the  rera- 
lar  labeling  every  Street,  Lane,  Court,  Alley,  and  distinguishing 
every  public  Edifice,  Building,  Seminaiy  &  Meeting  in  ihe  City,  to 
be  neatly  and  distinctly  painted  on  boards,  to  be  placed  at  a  oonve* 
nient,  and  proper  height,  in  right  angles,  at  each  comer  of  every 
Street,  Lane,  Court,  and  Alley,  and  the  houses  to  be  regulariy  num- 
bered on  the  several  doors,  bogining  at  the  extremity  of  the  Cil^ 
from  North,  to  South,  an(]  from  East,  to  West^  prooeeding  numen* 
cally  through  the  whole. 

The  proposers  farther  intend,  with  the  ooncurrenoe  and  assistance 
of  the  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  Traders  &  others,  to  publish  an  annual 
and  Oeneral  Register,  and  Directory,  abhabeticaUy  ft  numericaUj 
digested,  of  the  Residence,  Business,  or  Occupation  of  every  hoose- 
keeper,  agreeable  to  their  numbers  throughout  the  whole,  whieh  will 
be  a  sure  guide,  and  easy  Pocket  Companion  to  all  strangers,  and 
not  without  its  imediate  use,  even  to  the  oldest  residents,  and  whiek 
will  intirely  do  away  that  uncertainty,  and  frequent  perplexitr  whack 
at  present  so  generally  subsists,  and  is  so  mneh  the  oomplatnt  of 
all  foreigners)  and  in  a  great  measure  prevent  the  trouble  of  enqui- 
rers, and  the  labour  of  instruction,  in  making  ignorant  persons 
understand  the  long  directions,  and  all  strangers  would  at  one  Yiev 
find  out  their  friends,  acquaintance,  and  adress,  by  applying  to  the 
Book,  under  the  Title  of  the  Fhiladefphia  Ann^tal  and  Omerat 
Directory, 

Should  the  above  Sketch  merit  the  attention  of  the  Publie^  the 
proposers  further  intend  opening  a  pnblio  office  of  Register  and 
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Intelligenoei  in  one  of  the  most  jraUie  Btreots  of  the  Oity,  where  om 
may  perBone  remoTing  ^m  one  place  to  another^  thej  mav  imecfi* 
ately  apply,  and  have  their  rendenoe  registered  anewy  and  wheiv  one 
of  the  parties  will  eonstantly  attend  to  giye  intelligenoe  and  inlbr* 
niation ;  and  for  the  tranaaeting  all  Basinees  in  the  Rejpeter  and 
Intelligenoe  Office^  on  the  aame  Plan^  as  in  London,  DnUui|  fte.* 
Indonedy 

June  l**,  1784.    Proposals  for  Labelling  the  City.    Bead  in 
Conncil  k  rejected. 


DnosiTtoHB  BBSPBOiura  bsoapb  of  0.  J.  ds  Lokosohamp, 

17«4. 

PennaylTiniay  ss. 

Before  the  Honorable  the  Yice  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania  personally  appeared  William  de  Luce,  late  Captain  in  the 
American  seryioe,  and  being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith,  That 
on  Thursday  last,  he  attended  at  the  Chambers  of  the  honorable 
George  Bryan,  Esgaire,  in  order  to  give  bail  for  the  appearance  of 
Mr.  De  Longchamps  in  case  it  shonld  be  necessary,  where  he  under- 
stood the  matter  was  to  be  determined  at  three  o'clock  the  same 
day  at  the  State  house.    That  afterwards  Mr.  De  Longchamps  went 

*  It  Is  imeertain  who  was  the  avtiior  of  the  lioiec^lng  proposals  as  th^ 
tatr  neither  luune  or  date,  bolBg  indorsed  as  "of  June  1784,  baTing  been 
read  in  Council  and  rcjeoted/'  tbougb  they  are  not  noUoed  on  the  minntes. 
As  two  Directories  were  printed  the  next  year,  1786,  it  is  probable  one  of 
the  Compilers  was  the  antbor.  These  were  Francis  White  and  Capt.  John 
Mcpherson,  both  of  whom  were  brokers,  Ac.  Th^  were  the  first  Direeto* 
rleo  printed  in  PhUadslphia,  and  were  perhaps  In  opposition  to  eaoh  other— 
the  plans  differ. 

•'White's  Philadelphia  Director^ "  was  an  8to.  pamphlet,  containing  83 
pages  of  about  45  names,  arranged  partially  in  alpnabetioal  order,  and  con- 
tained also  Mlsqsllaneous  matter,  ris.,  lists  of  Public  Ofllces,  Ministers, 
Lawyers,  Physicians,  Stages  and  Packets,  fte.  Mot  liaving  the  advnntage'of 
Bttttbera,  the  rasUsnts  are  said  to  Uto  in  sooh  a  street*  between  saoh  and 
sneh  streets.  t 

•*  Macphersoa's  Directory  for  the  City  anoBuburbs,  extending  to  Prime  St^ 
sonthward,  Muden  St.  northward,  and  10th  St.  westward,*'  was  a  duodecimo 
pamphlet,  containing  162  pages  of  about  40  names  each.  The  edUtor  took 
the  pains  to  number  the  houses,  efen  stables,  and  allowing  for  the  spaces  to 
be  Irailt  vp ;  his  plsn  was,  to  follow  '*  the  course  of  the  sun  firom  whenoe  the 
numbers  oommenoe,"  i.  e.  •'  the  cross  streets  from  Market  beginning  at  the 
N.  W.  comer,  and  ending  at  the  S.  W.  comer."  The  names  are  more  per- 
fectly arranged  alphabetioally  than  White's.  There  is  one  eccentricity 
about  it,  howeTer*;  when  be  applied  to  a  person  who  would  not  fteniah  the 
name  (as  was  frequently  the  case)  instead  of  the  name  he  would  set  down 
opposite  the  number,  Uie  answer  giTen,  thus  ■<  what  you  please,"  *<  I  shall 
not  giro  it,"  "  I  won't  tell  you."  fto.  Both  compilers  expected  to  issue 
annually.  It  is  probable  that  Maopherson  made  the  aboTc  application  to 
Council.  It  is  beliered  no  other  IHreotory  was  published  till  1791,  (when 
the  city  was  perhaps  regulariy  numbered)  by  C.  niddle. 
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«it  with,  the  flhorMF,  &  weal  to  his  Qwa  houfld .  tUi  dqxHwnt  jmoed 
Mr.  Tunier  &  Mr.  HoPhersoii  and  went  up  atain  of  Mr.  Lob^- 
•hamps  hoaae  with  tbem.  Thai  ho  saw  the  Sheriff  io  the  room  s 
immedialelj  Mr.  Longohamps  came  io,  &  the  Sheriff  aeked  him  how* 
Mm.  LoDgohampB  did,  and  if  he  wm  ready  to  go  to  Goal  with  lum : 
Mr.  Longehamps  seid  hie  wife  was  very  aisk,  &  asked  the  Sheriff 
for  LeaTO  to  shifk  his  eloathe  that  he  might  attend  the  trial  in  the 
fftenioea  properly.  That  the  Sheriff  gave  him  leave  &  desired  him 
to  make  as  mach  haste  as  possible  that  he  might  oondaot  him  te 
Ooal  Immediately  Mr.  de  Longchamp's  went  out  &  Mr.  MoPherson  & 
Mr.  Turner  soon  after  followed  him.  This  was  about  half  an  hour 
after  twelve  o^eloek.  that  in  a  little  time  Mrs.  Do  Longchampa  oame 
down  &  took  up  stairs  a  pitcher  of  water,  and  then  came  down 
again  &  took  up  stairs  a  piece  of  soap.  That  Mrs.  De  Lonechamp 
came  down  a  third  time  and  sat  in  the  room  with  the  Sheriff  A  this 
deponaat  after  some  conversation  about  her  health  &  her  not  being 
able  to  visit  Mr.  De  Longohamp  in  Qoal,  the  Sheriff  took  out  his 
watch  &  desired  Mrs.  Longchamp's  to  go  up  &  tell  her  husband  that 
he  could  wait  no  longer— She  went  up  &  soon  aftewards  came  down 
t  said  her  husband  was  not  up  stairs — Immediately  the  Sheriff 
run  up  stairs  &  searched  the  housei  &  then  went  d&wn  stairs  &  desired 
people  who  were  passiog  to  help  him  to  search  the  house  &  to  dis- 
oover  Mr.  de  Lonffchamps.  That  the  Sheriff  made  enqnries  every 
where  in  the  neighbourhood  If  any  person  had  seen  him  (de  Long- 
diamps)  go  off.  Thitt  the  horse  which  waa  ai  the  door  when  this 
deponent  went  in,  was  not  there  when  the  Sheriff  came  down  after 
searohinff  the  house.  That  every  part  of  the  house  was  searched,  ft 
the  Sheriff  sent  off  for  constables ;  and  when  they  came^  the  Sheriff 
went  to  get  his  hone,  &  this  deponent  went  off  aleo.  That  this 
deponent  has  never  seen  de  Iiongabampe  from  the  time  he  went  ooi 
pf  the  room  where  the  sheriff  was,  as  above  related.  That  he  knows 
nothing  further  of  the  manner  of  his  escape.  That  he  has  never 
heard  any  person  say  where  he  is  concealed — That  he  does  not  know 
the  hand  writing  of  either  of  the  Letters  now  shown  V>  him,  addres- 
sed to  Mr.  Marboie,  nor  by  whom  Um^  wore  sent  y  nor  has  he  ever 
heard  who  wrote  or  sent  th9  said  Letters  or  either  of  them*-Aiid 
further  this  deponant  saith  not. 

WILLLiM  DE  LUCE. 
Sworn  this  5  Day  of  June,  1784,  before 

JAMES  BWIN&.* 


Pennsylvania,  as. 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  fifth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four  before  the 
subscriber  one  of  the  Justices  the  peace,  in  £  for  the  County  of 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  116, 117, 120, 185, 186,  184,  589,  &c. 
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Philad*,  to  him  asstgroed  &e.,  persooftllj  appenred  George  TameTy 
who  boisg  duly  Bworn  ft  of  fall  age  doth  depose  ft  uj*-Tbat  aboot 
noon  OB  last  Thursday  he  was  going  to  the  Chamber  of  Mr.  Jostiee 
Bryan,  ft  in  Vine  street  saw  Mr.  Wm  MePheraon  who  called  to  this 
deponaot  ft  informed  him  that  the  Argument  reapeoting  Mr.  De 
LcmgohampB  waa  adjoamed ;  wheienpoa  this  deponent  turned  baek 
and  aoeompanied  Mr.  MePheraon  to  the  house  of  Mr.  De  Lang- 
ehampa.  That  Mr.  MePheraon  asked  him  to  ao  up  stairs,  whiob  he 
did|  and  there  found  the  Sheriff  in  a  room  aa  be  believes  alone,  that 
soon  after  de  LongQhamps  came  in  ft  said  that  his  Wife  waa  sick,  ft 
on  the  bed.  That  some  oonversaiion  then  took  place  between  the 
aaid  de  Longohamps  and  the  Sheriff,  the  purpose  of  whioh  thia  depo- 
nani  understood  to  be,  that  Mr.  de  Longohampe  wanted  to  put  on 
clean  oloaths^That  the  Sheriff  told  him  he  could  wait,  but  desired 
him  to  loee  no  time.  That  De  Longohamps  then  went  out,  ft  thia 
deponent  aoon  after  went  out  also  with  Mr.  MePheraon — ^That  this 
deponent  did  not  disooTcr  any  thing  on  the  part  of  the  Sheriff  that 
discovered  any  intention  of  improperly  favoring  the  prisoner  de  Lon^^ 
ehampa.  That  this  Deponent  did  not  see  de  Long^amps  after  he 
left  the  room  as  aforesaid,  nor  does  he  knew  any  thing  farther  of  the 
manner  of  his  fiaeape. 

G.  TUBNBB. 
Sworn  before  me 

ISAAC  HOWELL. 

The  above  doponant  being  further  examined  saith — ^That  he  now 
recollected,  that  the  Sheriff  (Colonel  Proctor)  did  in  the  Chev'de 
Longohamp's  Houae  and  Presence,  and  before  Major  MacpbersoUi 
observe  that  some  Report  bad  passed  concerniDg  a  supposed  undue 
Indttlffcncc  extended  by  him,  the  Sheriff,  to  Longohamps,  and  that 
though  mere  Reports,  it  had  rendbred  it  extremely  improper  for  him 
to  extend  any  Indulgence  at  that  time — alluding  (as  this  Deponant 
believes)  to  a  wish  expressed  by  Mr.  Longohamps,  or  some  of  his 
Friends,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  remain  in  his  own  House 
'till  the  hour  appointed  for  hearing  Gouneil  on  hia  Case,  which  was 
to  have  been  argued  the  same  Day,  as  this  Deponant  is  informed. 

G.  TURNER. 

Sworn  the  day  and  year  aforesaid  before  me, 

JAMES  EWING. 


Pennsylvania,  ss.  ^  . 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  fifth  Day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  ft  eighty-four  before  me  the  Sub- 
scriber one  of  the  Justicea  of  the  peace  m  ft  for  the  county  of  Philar 
delphia,  personally  appeared  Wm.  MePheraon,  who  being  of  full  a^e 
and  duly  sworn  doth  depose     That  on  the  tbivd  day  of  this  month, 
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thii  deponant  attended  at  the  Chamben  of  the  Honorable  CUwge 
Bryan^  Eaq'r,  before  whom  Mr.  De  Longohempa  was  bronght  bj 
▼irtne  of  a  habeas  oorpne,  in  Coatody  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  Oonnty  oif 
Philadelphia— That  after  Mr.  de  Longohampa  left  the  Chamben  of 
the  Judge,  he  went  in  Onstody  of  the  eaid  Sheriff  to  hia  own  honae 
k  thia  deponent  followed  him.  *  That  thia  Deponant  k  Mr.  Oaorge 
Tomer  went  up  ataira,  where  he  fonnd  the  Sheriff,  and  noon  after 
Mr.  de  Longehampa  oame  into  the  room,  k  aaid  thi^  Mra.  de  Long- 
ehampa  was  ill— The  sheriff  asked  him  if  he  was  ready  to  go  to 
goal,  Longohamps  said  he  was  in  no  hnrry  to  return  there,  £  ex* 
pressed  some  surprise  at  the  design  of  having  the  matter  tried  in 
publio  k  he  said  it  would  be  neoessary  to  olean  or  dress  himself- 
That  thereupon  the  Sheriff  said  if  be  would  go  and  do  it  he  would 
wait  and  desired  him  to  be  aa  expeditious  aa  possible— Whereupon  de 
Longohamps  went  out  k  this  deponant  k  Mr.  Tnmer  soon  after  fel* 
lowed  him,  went  down  stairs  k  did  not  see  Longohamps  afkerwaids. 
That  this  deponant  remembers  there  wsa  a  horsebridled  and  saddled 
before  the  house  de  Longehampa  or  the  next  houae  at  tiie  time  when 
the  deponant  went  into  the  house  of  de  Longehampa — That  thia 
deponant  did  not  disoover  anything  in  the  oonduot  of  the  Sheriff 
that  aeemed  designed  to  favor  the  esoape  of  the  priaoner  ■■Thai  ha 
knows  nothing  mrther  of  Uie  manner  in  whioh  de  Longehampa 
escaped. 

W.  MAOPHBBSON- 
Sworn  before  me, 

ISAAC  HOWSLL. 

W.  Maopherson  recollects  that  the  Sheriff  did  in  the  Chevalier 
De  Longcbamp's  house  and  presence  and  before  S.  Tamer  observe 
that  some  Beports  had  passed  conoeming  supposed  undue  indulgence 
which  the  Sheriff  had  extended  ^  De  Lon^cohamp,  and  the  men 
report  it  rendered  it  extremely  improper  for  him  to  give  any  further 
indulgence. 

W.  MACPHERSON. 
Sworn  the  day  k  year  aforesaid  before  me, 

JAMES  EWING. 


BxiUBNS  0?  Elections,  1784. 

Phiiadelphia  7th  June,  1784. 
Sir,  ' 

1  wish  it  might  be  in  your  Power  to  Obtain  Blank  Commissions 
for  About  80  Companys,  the  Distance  being  ao  great;  I  think 
might  justify  such  a  measure  as  well  as  in  Other  States,  who  have 
Extensive  teritory,  I  had  Repeatedly  Apply*  for  Returns  of  the 
Elections  in  Fayette  County,  but  could' not  Obtain  them'  so  as  to 
make  Returns  with  Any  Pr^sion. 
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I  otn  make  yon  a  Relwm  of  the  field  offioera.  Vis  : 
FxB8T  Batalion  ojt  Fatette  Coukty. 
Zedook  SpringeTi  Lieat  CoI.|       James  Hammond^  Haj'. 

2*  BaTN.   8An>  COUNTT. 

Joeeph  Foranoei  laeat.  Gol.|        Thomas  Freeman,  Haj'. 

2<  Batalion  or  Wsstmobiland  Countt. 
Benj*  Davisy  Lieat  Ool.,  Sam*  Wilson,  Mi^'. 

The  Retarn  of  the  Company  Election  was  not  oome  to  hand 
unless  Blank  Commissions  can  he  obtained  for  them,  Perhaps  there 
may  not  be  an  opportunity  before  the  fall,  Masters  to  make  them 
out  so  as  to  obtain  Commissions  as  those  that  have  Really  made 
Returns  of  their  elections  may  Complain  that  it  is  not  their  fault. 
I  will  therefore  make  you  a  Return  of  such  as  has,  and  you  will 
Please  to  have  Done  what  Council  may  think  Consistant  in  the 
matteri  and  Am  Sir, 

Tour  Host  Ob.  Hble.  ServS 

EDW.  COOK. 

The  Honble  Isaac  MasoUi  Esq. 


A  Return  of  Elections  in  Fayette  and  part  of  Westmoreland 
Countys. 

2'  Batalion  or  Fayxttb. 
!•*  Company.  6 

Sam'l  Bums,  Capt  Joseph  Rodgera,  Capt. 

John  Paterson  Lt.  James  Powers,  Lt. 

Jonathan  Johnson,  Engn.  Tho*  Dickinson,  Engn, 

2«  7 

William  Sparks,  Capt.  Robert  Forcyth,  Capt. 

John  Parker,  Lt.  Robert  Mitohel,  Lt. 

Henry  Qreer,  Engn.  Thos.  Patterson,  Ensign. 

8«.  8 

Dan*l  Cannon,  Capt.  Sam'l  Moore,  Capt. 

Donis  Springer,  Lt.  Robert  McClellen,  Lt 

Alex'  Carsou;  Engn.  Lnac  Cooehrani  Engn. 

Fourth  Company. 
5«. 
Adam  Dunlap,  Capt. 
John  Carson^  Lt 
Andrew  ByerS|  Engn. 
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ThB  2*  BASAUOtt  OV  WE811C0EUAKD. 

l«*Gomptny.  4*^ 

Thomaa  Morten,  Oapt  Joaoph  Beckett*  Ctpt 

Fhilip  Howel,  Lt.  Richard  Johnston,  Lt. 

George  Shield;  Ensn.  Lewis  Pearoci  Ensn. 

2*.  5 

John  Reed,  Oapt  James  Sterett,  Capt. 

W"  Morgan,  Lt  Jacob  Spears,  Lt. 

W-JottCBy  Ensn.  \  John  Rntan  Bnsu, 

Joseph  Pease,  Capt 
Henry  Westby,  Lt 
William  Moore,  Ensn. 

A  few  Betnms  of  Elections  from  the  Ist  Batalion  ot  Fayette,  bni 
no  mention  made  of  Rank  therefore  unnecessary  to  Biantioa  them. 

1784,  May  1st    Beturas  of  Militia  Officers. 

EDWARD  COOK. 

Com-  for  Westmoreland,  dated  Ist  May,  1783— Fayette  dated  lei 
May,  1784. 


Commissioners  7or  salb  of  Barracks,  1784. 

Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  request  of  yoiur  Ezoellenoy  to  oommnnioate  to 
the  Hon^i*  The  Executive  Council,  That,  We  on  Saturday  last, 
affreeable  to  bur  advertisement  began  the  Sale  of  the  Barracks  Lots, 
when  we  disposed  of  32*  of  them  amounting  in  the  Gross  to  Three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  Twenty  Pounds,  as  ^  account  which 
we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you. 

If  your  Honorp  have  no  objection  we  mean  to  publish  for  the 
Sale  of  the  Remaining -Ground,  ^except  the  Slips  which  cannot  with 
propriety  be  sold  at  public  sale)  m  two  or  three  weeks. 
We  have  the  honor  of  subscribing  ourselves. 
Your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

ML.  HILLEGAa, 
TBNOH  FRANCIS. 
Philad«,  June  7, 1784. 

Here  insert  the  List  of  purchasers. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Hon^^ 
the  Executive  Council  of  the-State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  268. 


MoHanuE  dv  Mabmis  to  Pbss.  Pickinsoit,  1784*. 

Philadelphia^  Jane  8th;  1784. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of  the  King  I  received  and  opened' 
yonr  Excellency's  letter  dated  the  4^  instant.  It  contains  as- 
sarances  that  no  oollosion  took  pktce  in  the  occasion  of  the  Escape 
0f  Mr.  Longchamps.  For  that  point  I  don't  hesitate  to  rest  on 
the  assertion  of  the  Supreme  Coanoil,  A;  I  wottid  ever  readily  ao« 
knowledge  that  nobody  was  privy  to  his  evasion  nnless  proofs  were* 
fbnnd  to  the  contrary:  but  I  am  sure  it  has  not  escaped  your 
observation  that  there  was  a  very  ill  placed  confidence^  a  most 
unwarrantable  neglect  on  the  side  of  the  officers  of  the  State, 
when  they  suffered  a  man  guilty  of  so  heinous  a  crimci  so  easO j 
to  rpn  away  from  the  hand  of  justice. 

I  icMived  also.  Sir,  the  prochmation  you  have  been  pleased  to 
issue  in  the  occasion.  I  had  no  doubt  to  find  it  as  usual  in  Satur- 
day's paper.  Gazette,  or  at  least,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  this 
Day.  Permit  me  to  ask,  Sir,  if  your  intention  is  that  it  be  pub- 
lished as  other  proclamations,  have  been  in  much  less  important 
cases;  Dispatch  in  the  publication  of  their  proclamation  throueh  all 
the  United  States  might  have  produced  the  aprefaension  of  the 
offender,  &  I  cannot  but  lament  that  his  escape  will  involve  the  State 
in  farther  Difficulties,  which  we  very  sincerely  desire  to  prevent 
With  perfect  respect,  « 

I  am  Sir, 
your  SxeeUenc/s 
Most  obecHent  & 
most  humble  servant, 

D£  MARBOIS. 


Jomr  Bbtnolds,  Oaolbb,  to  Yiob  PBBSiDBsrs,  1784« 

To  His  Excellency,  the  Yice  president  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
P^nsylvania. 

The  Chevalier  T>  Long  Champs  who  made  his  Escape  firom  the 
Sheriff  on  the  8«  of  this  instant,  is  Now  in  Custody,  Delivered  to  me 
by  the  Sheriff  at  2  O'Clock  this  morning  in  the  Gaol. 

JOHN  RjfYKOlMf^ 

Quolcr.' 
June  8th^  1784. 

The.Hon^  .^uiMa^Effiirg,  Bsqvifsei^ 
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John  Httblht  to  Prbs.  Dickioton. — Court  Housi 
BuRKBPy  1784. 

Lanoasteri  Jane  llth,  1784. 
Honored  Siri 

It  18  likely  before  now  yon  have  heaid  that  the  Goort  House  in 
this  place  has  been  entirely  oonanmed  by  Fire.  I  received  this  dis- 
agreeable account  on  my  way  to  Lancaster  from  your  City,  and  from 
any  thin|^that  I  can  collect  here,  I  find  that  all  is  guesfr-work  how 
this  affair  happened. 

The  House  underwent  somd  repairs  this  summer,  and  the  Plais- 
terers  were  at  work }  a  quantity  of  Lime  was  put  up  in  the  ii^de 
for  that  purpose,  to  secure  it  from  the  weather — some  suppose  the 
Lime  set  it  on  Fire— others  suppose  that  a-  Clock-maker,  who  was 
conducting  the  weights  of  the  Clock  in  a  different  channel  from  that 
they  formerly  run  in,  used  some  Fire  and  was  negligent.  The 
Clock-maker  denies  he  used  any  Fire  in  his  work — and,  many  con* 
jectured  that  it  was  wickedly  set  Fire  to  by  some  unknown  villain^ 
ao  that  the  affair  remains  as  yet  in  the  dark.  Happy  it  is  for  this 
place  that  the  mischief  has  ended  with  the  loss  of  the  Court  House 
only,  as  a  strong  south-west  wind-  was  blowing,  and  carried  the  Fire 
in  great  quantities  over  great  part  of  the  North-Bast  part  of  the 
Town ;  and  tho'  the  Calvinist  Meeting  House,  which  stands  At  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  Court  House,  and  several  other 
buildiuffs,  took  Fire,  yet  it  was  happily  extinguished  without  much 
damage.  I  thought  that  this  affair  might  be  confusedly  Reported 
in  the  City,  therefore  have  given  you  such  information  as  I  could 
collect  in  the  few  hours  I  have  arrived  here. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

Tour  very  hble.  servant, 

JOHN  HUBLEY. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  state  of 
Penna.,  Philadelphia. 


CflEV.  DB  LA  LUZBRNB  TO  PbBS.  OF  COTTNCIL,   1784. 

PhUadelphie,  le  14  Juin,  1784. 
Monsieur, 

I'4i  pass^  plusienrs  annexe  avec  trop  de  satisfaction  dans  cette 
ville  pour  ne  pas  eprouver  de  vifs  regrets  an  moment  de  m'en 
eloigner.      Les  int^r^ts  des  denz  nations  sent  si  efroitement  nnis 

Sue  sans  cesser  d'etre  Franyois  j'&i  pu  me  considerer  comme  Citoyen 
es  treize  Etats  et  separ^  des  miens  pendant  plus  de  cinq  ans  et  dime 
des  tems  diffioiles  j'ai  trouv^  dana  cette  vHb  toatea  lea  oompensa- 
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tions  oapablea  de  me  d^dommager  des  privatioDS  aux  quels  j'ai  dii 
me  soumettre..  Je  prie  votre  Ezoellence  de  permettre  qu'en  prenant 
oong6  d'ElIe  "et  da  oonseil  je  Tassure  que  je  conseryerai  toute  ma  vie 
le  aoarenir  de  Tamiti^  dont  j'ai  regu  des  marques  tant  de  sa  part 
que  de  oeUe  dee  ehoyens  de  oette  viUe.  Je  les  prie  de  me  la  oon- 
■enrer  et  d'dtre  persuade  que  les  sentimeAs  qui  m'attachent  k  oe  pays 
oi  ne  finiront  qu'avec  ma  vie. 

Je  sals  avec  respeot,  Monsieur^ 

de  Yotre  Ezoellenoe  le  tr^  humble  et 

tr^  ob^issaat  serviteur, 
CHEV.  DE  LA  LUZERNE  * 
Son  Exoellenoe  Mr.  le  President  et  I'honble.  oonseil. 


CHRiSTOPflBR  Hates  to  P&bs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Westmoreland  County,  14th  Jane,  1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

*  My  best  Compliments  wait  on  your  Ezoellenoy  and  Family.  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  inform  your  Ezeellenoy  that  a  oonsiderable 
number  of  Inhabitants  (formerly  Virginians,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  Laws  and  Government  of  this  state,)  have  now  turned  out 
q>en  Robbers,  and  so  notorious  that  scarce  two  days  pass  that  some 
outrage  is  not  committed  in  one  part  or  other  of  this  Country,  tho' 
Fayette  and  Washington  Counties  seem,  at  present,  to  be  the  prio- 
oipal  seat  of  Depredation.  Last  Wednesday  the  Collector  was  robbed 
near  Besina^Town,  in  Fayette  County,  of  about  twenty-two  pounds, 
in  Cash,  hb  Warrant  and  Duplicate  token  f^om  him  and  his  person 
grossly  abosed.  Sundry  other  robberies  have  been  oommited  lately 
in  Washington  and  Fayette  Counties,  mostly  on  the  Property  of  the 
miost  noted  defenders  of  the  Country  during  the  late  oonfloL 

Althoagfa  the  Indians  hare  been  vwy  troublesome  to  the  Inhabi- ' 
tants  IB  t£s  Kentuoke  neishbourhood  this  spring,  we  have  had  the 
happinesB  to  live  here  in  the  most  perfeot  peace  and  security  as  yet, . 
and  firom  the  best  intelligence  lately  had  from  Sandusky  and  Detnnt, 
we  have  nothing  to  apprahend  from  that  quarter,  as  t^e  Northern ' 
IndianB  seem  generally  disposed  for  Pesroe,  &  anxious  ibr  a  treaty.' 
The  disturbances  at  Kentuoke  are  occasioned  by  the  Cherokees. 

I  wonid  beg  tho  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  aend  me  the  late 
aots  of  assembly  by  my  8on*in-law,  Captn.  Henderson,  and  the 
favonr  shall  be  gratefully  acknowled^  by 

Sir,  with  the  highest  respeot, 

Your  Excellency's  mosti  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 
CHRISTOPHER  HAYSf. 

His  ExeeUenoy  John  Dickinson,  Esq. 

♦  For  a  tpanslatiott  of  ihid  see  Col.  Reo.,  Tol.  XIV.,  p.  147; 
t  See  CoL  Jl«}.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  161. 
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Memorial  from  Fatetth  Co.,  1784. 

Fftyette  Goniity,  JaM  15^  1784. 

To  bis  Efxcellenoj  John  Dickinson,  Esquire.  President  of  je 
Supreme  Exeentive  CounoiL 

Honrd.  Sr^; 

The  InhebitanU  of  Stewarts  Crossings,  beg  leave  to  represent 
your  Ezoellency. 

That  we  were  maoh  snrpris'd  on  being  presented  with  ye  Copy  of 
a  Letter  by  one  of  your  worthy  members,  which  was  sent  to  your 
ExoelleDcy  informing  yoo,  that  a  considerahle  namber  of  ye  Inhabi- 
tants (formerly  Virginians)  in  opposition  to  the  Laws  and  Ooyem- 
mentof  this  State,  have  now  turned  out  open  Bobbers.  We  are 
happy  that  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  present  this  to  your  Ezeel- 
lency  by  the  hands  of  a  Gentlemen,  wh<mi  we  hope  will  do  m  the 
Honr.  to  state  as  impartially  in  our  fair  character,  without  raspeel 
of  parties,  as  this  Gentlemen  is  well  acquainted  with  ye  oireumstanee 
of  ye  whole  matter  in  doing  us  the  Honour  of  aocompanyiiig  ns  in 
ang  in  search  of  those  Bobbers,  and  suppressing  sueh  Burglars. 
'e  acknowledge  we  were  brought  up.  under  ye  Oovemment  of  Vir* 
nia,  and  were  ruled  by  that  Government  whibt  the  Territorial 
disputes  subsisted  between  the  two  States.  But  when  they  thought 
proper  to  adjust  ye  Boundaries,  we  were  willing  to  submit  to  ye 
Iaws  of  Pennsylvania,  sod  hope  your  Exo^enoy  will  ted  us  as 
true  Citiiens  as  any  belonging  to  ye  State,  as  we  have-  made  it  evi- 
deni  on  every  oceasioa.  We  have  always  been  wiUmc  to  risque  our 
all  in  the  ^cmous  cause,  we  have  been  so  long  eonteoobg  finr,  whiek 
we  can  make  manifest  by  Sundry  GentlemeB  who  aoe  as  ftdly 
aequaanted  with  us,  as  the  author  of  that  Letter  whioh  wie  atnft  to 
your  Exoelleney.  And  amongst  others,  Ool.  MoOkne  who  has 
sn&r'd  on  fatigue,  with  these  who  seem  a*  preaeBt,  to  be  the^bjeola 
of  such  malevolent  ridicule  without  the  least  reaaoft.  We  were 
happy  in  beliiviiig  that  all  party  maMers  were  buried  in  oUivion, 
but  are  greatly  ooooemed  to  find  the  eontrary.  GoL  Hays  has  re* 
lated  in  another  Letter  to  your  Exoellenoy,  that  these  who  boro  Uie 
Burden  of  ye  War  must  now  be  ruled  over,  by  thoae  who  are 
Enemies  in  their  Hearts  to  ye  State.  We  would  appeal  to  ye 
knowledge  and  Candour  of  the  several  Officers  who  have  commanded 
in  this  Department,  whether  the  people  thus  stigmatised  have  beoi 
more  backward  in  defence  of  our  common  rights  than  any  of  our 
neighbours.  We  must  beg  your  Excellency's  pardon,  for  making 
so  free,  from  ye  most  intolerable  character  your  Exoolliiney  hwl  of 
us,  but  we  shall  refer  you  to  that  worthy  Gentlemen  Major  Douglass, 
who  is  rather  better  acquainted  witb  uathaa  Gel.  fiigrok    So  makes 


g 
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Wi  to  MdMoribe  oonehea  ymir  EzMlIenc/s  mosl  obedietti  and 

luuBbla  Seiranti. 

ROBBBT  BBALL, 
ZACH8.  CONNELL, 
WM.  W.  CAANNICK, 
JOHN  STEVENSON, 
MARCUS  STEVENSON, 
MOSES  SMITH, 
JAS.  DAVIS, 

WILLIAM  CONNELL. 
DirecUd, 

His  Exoellenoy  John  Dickiason,  Esquire,  Pi«gident  in  tbd  Sa- 
preme  Exeoative  Connoil  Pennsjlvania. 


TUBITBULL  <MarMIS  &  Co.,  XO  P&E8.  DlCKIK80K|  1784* 

Pbilad.,  Jane  16tb,  1784.    '■ 
Sir, 

We  hare  this  morning  received  from  on  Board  the  Brig  Danphin 
from  Havre  Do  GrasB  Twenty  Kegs  of  Powder,  wbioh  we  Beat  aa 
customafy  to  the  State  Magaaeen.  The  eame  haa  been  relnrned  to 
QB,  by  the  Keeper,  with  a  message  that  it  could  not  be  received  on 
account  of  the  Hagazeen  being  full.  La  consequence  we  made  ap* 
plication  to  the  wardens  of  the  port,  for  their  directions  to  take  cog- 
pisenoe  of  the  samcb  By  their  Letter  which  we  take  the  Liberty  of 
inclosing,  We  are  recommended  to  lay  the  case  before  your  Eicoel- 
lency,  and  beg  leave  to  request  your  advice  and  direction  necessary 
to.  be  done  with  it,  which  shall  be  duly  attended  (o  by  your 
Excellency's  most  obt^hiltn.  Servts. 

TUBNBULL  &  MABMIE  &  Co., 
Bia  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  In  Council.  ^ 


WaBDSNS  of  PfilliADKLraiA  TO  TUBSTBULL,  MaBXIS  &  Co., 

1784. 

Wardpns  Office,  16th  June,  1784. 
Grentlemeni  . 

The  Wardens  of  the  Fort  having  no  Direction  of  the  Powder 
Magaaine  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  obviate  your  difficultly  nor 
can  they  advise  what  can  be  done  unless  by  applieation  to  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Councjl  whp  perhaps  in  the  present  exigence  may 
point  out  a  Temporary  Belief. 
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The  Powder  Offioer  will  no  doubt  either  make  or  Join  yen  ia 
making  the  Application  bnt  it  would  be  improper  for  the  wardena  to 
intermeddle  in  it^  I  am  respeotfullj  on  behalf  of  the  Board, 
Gentlemeni  Yr.  very  Hble  Serrt 

THO.  PEYOR;  attending  Warden. 
IHrecUdf 

Meaar.  Tarnbnll  &  Marmie. 


Pres.  Dickinsok  to  Chev.  db  la  Luzerne,  1784. 

To  his  Exoellency  Chev'  de  Lnzeme  Minbter  Plenipoten>^  of  hia 
Most  X'  Majesty  to  the  United  States. 

Sir, 

The  EzecntiTe  Connoil  of  Pennsjl?*  cannot  witness  yonr  prepara> 
tions  to  embark  for  your  Native  Country  without  expressing  the  pain 
we  feel  at  the  prospect  of  your  departure,  k  the'high  Sense  we 
entertain  of  the  Zeal,  and  Ability  with  which  yon  haye  promoted 
the  Union  of  France  with  the  United  States,  during  your  residence 
among  us. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  yon  at  the  same  time  thst  the  return  of 
peace,  and  our  General  intercourse  with  the  powers  of  Europe  have 
not  in  the  least  lessened  our  Sense  of  our  many  obligations  to  the 
illustrious  Monarch  of  France,  nor  our  gratitude  for  the  benefits  we 
derived  from  the  bravery  and  treasure  of  the  French  nation. 

We  are  bappy  in  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  that  vour 
conduct  towards  the  Supreme  Executive  power  of  the  State  has  been 
uniformly  marked  with  all  that  decency,  and  respect  which  charac- 
terise the  Gentlemen  of  the  nation  to  which  you  belong.       ' 

Accept  of  our  best  wishes  for  your  Safe  and  Speedy  Voyage,  may 
you  long  possess  the  favour  of  yfur^overeiffn,  and  the  esteem  of  yonr 
Country  Men,  and  eiyoy  in  every  stage  of  life  the  pleasures  which 
arise  from  faithful  contributions  to  the  interests  of  humanity.* 

JAMBS  BWINO. 
Coandl  Chamber,  IGt^  June,  1784. 


•    Prahois  Johhston,  R.  G.,  to  V.  P.  Ewiwo,  1784. 

The  Honorable  James  Ewing,  Esq',  Vice  President  in  Council. 
Sir,  • 

1  beg  leave  to  inform  Council,  that  the  late  Law  for  opening  the 
Land  Office,  among  other  things,  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to 
administer  an  oath  to  Applicants  for  Land,  if  deemed  proper,  in 
order  to  ascertain  their  Citiaenship,  so  as  to  entitle  them  to  present 

«  See  page  278.    Also,  see  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  Xm,,  p.  Ii6. 
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the  Certiiloates  e&Qmented  in  said  Law  in  pajment  for  Lands. 
Here  I  onrnot  help  observingi  that  the  Door  which  this  Law  opens 
to  the  nnwary  leading  to  peijnry^  onght  to  be  shut,  if  possible^  in 
order  to  effect  which  in  some  deg^e^  I  beg  leave  to  sngsesty  that  if 
year  honorable  Body  wonld  direct  the  Agents  appointed  to  reeeive 
the  Final  Settlement  Certificates  of  the  Pennsykania  Line,  to  Conn- 
tecsign  the  same,  it  wonld  fully  ^persede  the  necessity  of  adminis- 
tering an  Oath,  and  indeed  would  more  certainly  prove  the  CitiiensiMp 
tk  the  original  owner,  than  any  other  mode  whatever :  With're^rd 
io  the  ascertaining  the  Gitisenahip  of  the  Assignee  of  such  Gerlifieate 
I  presume  no  fixed  rule  can  be  established,  I  therefore  shall  be 
guided  in  this  particular  by  sueh  contingent  circumstances  as  shall 
present  themselves  to  me.  The  safety  of  these  Certificates  after 
deposited  in  my  office  as  well  as  the  Cssh  I  shall  receive,  are  also 
very  essential  matters,  .therefpre  take  the  Uberty  of  Solioiiting  Couor 
eil  for  an  Iron  Chest,  or  some  other  convenience  in  which  I  can 
secnre  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Tour  Honors  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant,  ^ 

FllA-  JOHNSTON,  R.  G».* 


MoNS.  Db  Marbois  to  Y.  P.  Ewikg.  1784. 

Philadelphia,  8<>>  June,  1784. 
Sir,     % 

When  I  received  the  letter  with  which  vou  honoured  me  on  the 
27<S  I  transmitted  it  to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luieriie,  expecting  it 
might  reach  him  to  Chester  before  his  departure,  but  it  has  not  been 
the  esse. 

The  minister  left  this  plaoe  in  full  persuasion  that  the  adress  with 
which  he  had  been  honoured  by  the  Ooundl  was  an  answer  to  his 
letter ;  otherwise  he  would  never  have  left  this  plaoe  witboul^xpres- 
sing  his  Sense  k  gratitude  of  the  flattering  sentiments  of  the  council 
in  his  behalf. 

I  am,  sir, 

with  perfect  respect, 

your  very  humble  obed*  servant, 

DE  MARBOIS.f  , 

♦  See  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  161. 
t  8ee  pages  278,  282 
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OntcnrLAft  ov  OotmciL  ¥o  Clbbk  of  ths  Vnkmj  1794. 

Oironlar. 

Philadelpbus  Jcme  29%  1784^ 
Sir, 

In  the  prededentfl  lately  Mnt  i^  ]^ii  fbr  Retarns  df  BleoiioiM  of 
JFwtioet  of  the  PeMe,  mention  of  the  Oonelable  wts  onittecl  in  the 
irst  Line^  m  the  flignioff. 

I  mm  now  direoted  bj  Gomdl  to  infoiM  yon,  that  all  Returns 
ttrnst  be  eertifted  by  the  Oonetable  (or  Oveneer  of  the  poor)  together 
wkh  the  Inspector  &  Assistant  Jndgee,  and  also  signed  by  hi»y 
•eeording  to  the  amended  foftm  now  ineloeed. 

I  am,  SIti 

with  much  reapeoty 

Your  obedient  and  yery  humble  Scnrant. 

Directed  f 
To  the  Clerk  of  the  Peaoe  in  County. 


Bbpobt  of  Military  Stobbs,  1784. 

Sir, 
At fortUand  thereare  1  82  pdr.  1  18>dr.  ^  ^ 

6  Mttdceta,  1  bhrL  powder,  &  12  bosea  filled  with  Cannon  pow- 
der Car^id|^,  trail  ropes,  &e. 
At  Billingsport  are  6  18  pdrs.  1  12  &  1  4  mounted. 

112  1   6  &2  4  dismounted. 

Some  Shot  and  Shells. 
The  Oaniagas  nt  both  pfauses  are  rotten,  ft  good  for  nothiag  baft 
thelron^ 

I  am.  Sir, 

y  most  obedient  fiert*, 

JOSEPH  SIMILES,  C.  M.  Stores. 
July  1, 1784. 

Dtreciedf 

^  John  Armstrong,  Esq^,  Secretary  to  the  hon.  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council. 
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'    Wm.  Ltok  to  Pbbs.  Diokinsok,  1784. 
HoQoared  Sir^ 

iSie  melosed  list  of  Sheriffs,  their  CommissionSy  Bonds  &  Sureties 
&0.J*  are  in  parsuanoe  of  a  Letter  which  I  lately  reo*  from  the  See* 
rotary  of  Ooanoils  Oiark|  whieh  list  will,  I  hope^  be  agveeable  to  the 
requisition  of  Counoil.         « 

I  am  year  Ezoellenoies 

Most  Obedient  Hamble  Servant, 

WILL-  LYON. 
Carlisle,  July  6**,  1784. 
Directed, 

His  Ezcelleney  John  Piekinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Ezecutiye  Gouocil^  in  Council^  Philadelphia. 

A  List  op  Sheriffs  for  Cumberland  County,   1784. 

A  List  of  Sheriffs  for  Cumberland  County  from  the  year  1777  to 
the  year  1783,  Inclusive. 


Sheriffs  Names. 
James  Johnston,  Esq.i 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
John  Boggs,  Esq., 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Samuel  Postlethwait,  Esq.^ 


Date  of  Sheriffs  Commissions. 
Nov.  7th,  1777. 
Oct.  29th,  1778. 
Nov.  12th,  1779. 
Oct.  26th,  1780. 
Nov.  aOtlu  1781. 
Oct.  15th,  1782. 
Oct.  24th,  1783. 


To  Hb  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Council, 
July  6th,  1784. 

WILL-  LYON,  Proth'y. 


Sir, 


C.  J.  McKe/n  to  Council,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  June  30th,  1784. 


On  the  28th  day  of  the  next  month  my  Commission  as  Chief 
Justice  will  expire,  its  duration  being  only  for  seven  years.  I  though! 
it  proper  to  give  Tour  Exoellency  and  the  Honorable  the  Council  this 
early  information,  and  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir,  with  the  utmost 
regard. 

Your  and  their  most  obedient, 
And  most  humble  servant, 

THO.  M'KEAN.f 
Direciedf 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  Presidents  Commander 
in  Chief  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  These  details  (except  what  follows)  we  have  omitted. 
t  He  was  re-eleoted  July  29th.    See  CoL  Bee.  Vol.  XXV.^  p.  167. 
Vol.  X.— 13 
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Sbc't  Armstbokg  a^a  Thomas  P&octor,  1784. 

Seoretar/s  Qfido,  8lh  July,  1784» 
Sir, 

Yon  will  bp  plcfti'd  to  make  a  report  to  thia  office  on  tfae  35th 
Instanty  (the  time  at  which  the  Oen.  ^saemUj  ia  called  to  sit)  of 
the  Damber  of  persons  confined  in  the  6«ol  of  this  City  &  Gountj 
oa  charges  of  felony.* 

I  oA,  8ir,  with  much  respect. 

Your  most  obed't  servant, 

JNO.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y.t 
(Copy.) 
Thomas  Proctor,  Esq. 

Skc't  ARMBTROKa  TO  Lt.  Col.  Moorb,  1784. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Philadelphia,  July  8th,  1784. 
Sir, 

You  will  be  pleased  to  report  to  this  office,  as  soon  as  possible 
before  the  20th  iostant,  the  proceediogs  which  have  been  taken  by 
you  ill  consequence  of*  the  Orders  of  Council  of  the  twentieth  of 
April  last.  ^  - 

I  am,  with  much  respect. 

Sir,  your  most  obed't  servant, 

J.  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y.f 
Lt.  Col.  Moore. 


Sec'y  of  Council  to  County  Lieutenants,  1784. 

(Circular.) 
Secretary's  Office,  Philada.,  July  lOtfa,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  indose  an  Order  of  ConncU  of  this  morning  t  am  with  muck 
respect. 

Your  most  obedient.  Hum.  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Seo'y. 

In  Council,  10th  July,  1784. 
•  <^Upon  oonnd^tion  ordered  that  the  City  &  County  laentenanta 
'^  bo  called  upon  to  make  a  return  of  all  the  public  Axms,  Accoutre- 
'<  mcDts  &  Stores  within  their  respective  districts." 

*■  See  page  396.  f  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  158. 
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Bbvubn  09  Officbrs  07  Militia,  of  Oounty  of  Wash- 
iHavoKy  1784. 

A  return  of  the  Officers  of  Militia  in  the  Goantj  of  WaaUngteo^ 
Via : 

FmsT  BArtAtitOiT. 
David  PhilllpBy  Lt  CoL  John  Small,  Major. 

First  Comp' J.        Ko»  of  Men.     Fifth  CompaDy.       No.  of  Men*. 


James  Man,  Capt. 

Henrj  Sfwingd,  Lieut     73 

William  Bjars,  Ensign. 

Second  Oompanj. 
Nominated. 
Bohert  Ritehie,  Capt. 
Jeremiah  Wright,  Lt.       74 
Thomas  Sweet,  Eosigu. 
Third  Oompany. 
Nominated. 
William  Conner,  Capt. 
John  Conner,  Lieut.         68 
Isaac  Williams,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company. 
Mahra  Evans,  Capt. 
James  WillsoO|  Lieut.       82 
William  Ooban,  Ensign. 


John  Robinson,  Capt. 
Samuel  Heth,  Lieut.  60 

Thomas  Oibson,|Ensign. 

Sixth  Company. 
Sam'l  Blackmore,  Capt 
George  Welch,  Lieut         96 
H'y  Abfrisaon,  Eosign.  ^ 

Seventh  Company. 
Wm.  Armstrong,  Capt. 
John  Brackenxidfie,  Lt,      61 
Jn"  Blackburn,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company. 
William  Phillips,  Capt 
John  Lamb,  Lieut  78 

Arch'd  Ralston,  Ensign. 


Seoond  Battalion. 
Henry  Enoch,  Lieut  Col.  James  Carmichael,  Major. 

Fint  Comp'y.        No.  of  Men.    Fifth  Company.      No.  of  Men. 


John  Guthrey,  Capt. 
George  Cibur,  Lieut         74 
M'w  flannon,  Ensign. 

Second  Company. 
Andrew  Ferley,  Capt 
Ja's  Blackburn,  Lieut      64 
Ja's  Metheney,  Ensign. 

Third  Company. 
Nominated. 
Charles  Swan,  Capt 
Asariah  Davis,  Lieut.       80 
Wm.  Shepherd,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company. 
Thomas  Bztile>  Capt 
Henry  .DickinjMMi,  Lt.       84 
John  Lindsleyi  BbsigB. 


Elijah  Mills,  Capt 
Jacob  MiUs,  Lieut  56 

Elisha  Perkins,  Ensign. 
Sixth  Company. 
Jas.  M'Clelland,  Capt 
John  Holt,  Lieut.  .  75 

Joseph  Garret,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company. 
Robert  Sweney,  Capt. 
Everbart  Heep,  Lieot.    *    72 
Henry  Hormil,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company. 
James  Archer,  O&pt 
John  Fee,  LiMt  82 

David  White)  BMign. 
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JTobn  Harslial,  laent.  Colondl.      Pottet  Kidd,  Major. 


First  Company.      No. 
Henrj  Benkon,  Caot. 
Alexander  Kidd,  Lieut. 
Jesiah  Seott^  Ensign. 

Seoond  Oompany. 

Third  Company. 
Thomas  Wdls,  Capt. 
Samnel  Leiper,  Lient. 
John  Wellsy  Ensign. 

Fonrth  Company. 
Samnel  Smith,  Capt 
Thomas  Maiqttis,  Lieat. 
Wm.  Wallaoe,  Ensign. 


of  Men.    Fifth  Company.      No.  of  Hen . 

James  Stevenson,  Capt 

70        Arthur  Scott,  Lieut  62 

Jesse  Renkon,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company.^ 
Thomas  Eenkon,  Capt 
Charles  Campbell,  Lt        66 
65        William  Hays,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company. 
John  Reed,  Captain, 
Wm.  Herron,  Lieut  80 

77        James  Howld,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company, 


FouBTH  Battalion. 

Dayid  Williamson,  Lieut.  CoL     Daniel  Leet,  Major, 

First  Company.      No.  of  Men.     Sixth  Company.    No.  of  Men. 
Charles  Bonner,  Capt.  Eleazer  Williamson.  Capt 

Robert  Walker,  Lieut.      60        John  McWilliams,  Lt        65 
Phillip  Brisooe,  Ensign.  Jacob  Miller,  Ensign. 

Second  Company. 


Third  Company. 
Thoe.  Hambleton,  Capt 
Jani68  Brown,  Lieut.        67 
Samuel  White,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company. 
WUliam  Leet,  Capt. 
Brioe  Virgin,  laeut  74 

Obediah  Uolms,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company. 
James  Morrison^  Capt      60 


Seventh  Company. 
Jobn  Cotton,  Capt. 
Samnel  Reddle,  Lieut 
James  Huston,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company, 
llmotby  Downing,  Capt 

Andanon,  Lieut 
John  Williams,  Ensign. 


71 


81 


FurcH  Battalion. 

John  Guthredge,  Lieut.  Col.        James  Craven,  Major. 

First  Company.     No.  of  Men.     Second  Company.  No.  of  Men- 

Eleazer  Jenkens,  Cap*.      /  Wm.  Jackman,  Capt 

Thos.  Rioheson,  Lieut.     80        Henry  Gregg;  Lieut  76 

Kinsey  Davis,  Ensign*  James  Thonm,  Bnsign. 
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^    Third  Company.    No.  of  Men.      Sixth  Company.    No.  of  Men. 

David  Ruble,  Capt.  Gkorge  Myan,  Capt. 

IXubey  Shahan,  Lieut       66        Luther  Kerrey,  Lient.        60 

Valine  Kimdor^Ensign.  Henry  Conrod,  Ensigii. 

Fourth  Company.  Seyenth  Company. 

Tsaac  Ross,  Capt.  Nominated. 

Frederick  Anlt,  Lient.      56        John  Warth,  Capt. 

John  Hnffinan,  Ensign.  Thomas  Ritchie,  Lient.      78 

Fifth  Company.  Nioh's  Johnson,  j',  Ensign. 

Edward  ^eabum,  Capt.  ^Eighth  Company. 

Richard  Hogeland,  Lt.      65  '      Nominat^ 

Jere'h  Craven,  Ensign.  Robert  Jackman,  Capt 

Joseph  Brenton,  Lieut       68 
Nathan  Powel,  Ensign. 

I  do  Certify  that  the  foregoing  return  is  Just,  as  it  stands  stated 

JAM*  MARSHEL, 

Lieu*  W.  Cc/. 

July  7%  1784. 


John  Ibwin  to  John  Abmstrono,  1784. 

Pittsburgh,  July  16th,  1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  would  not  preHame  to  trouble  you  in  your  public  Capacity  upon 
any  other  subject  than  that  which  relates  to  the  business  of  Govern- 
ment  k  the  welfare  of  our  Community. 

.  When  these  Objects  becomes  the  subject,  I  am  persuaded  that 
any  further  appplogy  is  unnecessary  with  jon.  It  may  justly  be 
reckoned  a  strange  Circumstanee,  indeed,  that  since  the  beginning 
of  our  Revolution  the  Towa  ft  Township  of  Pittsburgh  have  been 
untill  very  lately,  unfortunately  deprived  of  the  services  of  the  Civil 
MagistracT'— and  I  may  say  with  propriety,  that  we  yet  remain  'al« 
most  intire  Strangers  ta  the  advantages  Commonly  derived  from  thai 
very  esasntial  part  of  Government.  The  Gtentleman  who  now  holds 
the  Commission  being  our  Prothonotary  A  a  Professional  Lawyer 
besides^^t  is  reasonskble  to  suppose  that  the  duties  of  his  office  ft  Htn 
ezteirt  H  his  Phwiioe  will  admit  but  a  very  small  part  of  his  time 
to  be  applied  to  the  buaness  of  the  Township-^onsequently  the 
inhabitants  thelreof  are  frequently  subjected  to  many  ft  very  great 
itmonvenienoea.  We  have  for  several  years  past  repeatedly  attempted 
to  reaiedy  these  Inooavenieneies  by  calling  for  ft  obtaining  such  Elec« 
tiona  as  were  Judged  requisite,  but  from  the  baneful  effects  of  Piques 
ft  jeahNuiea»  opperating  stronsly  with  disappointment  ft  ambition, 
means  were  ahrajs  fouiMl  to  defeat  our  attempts  ft  deprive  us  of  the 
Stfviee  of  those  Gentlem^  who  wese  the  first  objeots^of  out  repeated 
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Clurioe.  Our  laat  Slaetioiii  held  i»  Nayi  U  (be  ody  ond  I  beHere 
that  has  escap^  oppoaitipn  &  Geiuiare  amongst  ootmIy^,  ft  va  hmvfe 
reason  to  believe  thai  the  Batum  theiPBof  mnat  bow  ly  beforn  Ike 
HoDble  Covmcil  for  upwards  of  tvo  moDths.  .  As  tbe  fikiiilleiiia&  who 
stands  highest  in  Votes  upon  that  Retam  b  perfeotlv  agreeable 
to  all  the  people,  &  we  daUj  experience  an  inorease  of  difiooltiee 
from  the  want  of  his  additional  service^  I  do  therefore  in  behalf  of 
the  people  beg  leave  to  Intreat  that  as  soon  as  any  limitation  ii  e:|- 
pired*  whioh  ^e  Law  may  presoribe  for  oonsidering  Cases  of  this 
natare,  the  Honble  Executive  Council  will  be  pleased  to  forward  a 
CommissiDQ  agreeable  to  the  Intuition. ft  Return,  of  said  Election. 
I  likewise  intreat  of  joU|  Sir,  that  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  move 
this  matter  to  Council,  ft  promote  ^as  far  an  is  oonsistant^  what  is 
needful  upon  the  OocasioQ.  '' 

I  am  respectfully,  ft  with  regard,. 

Dear  Sir,  your  Obed.  Hble  Serv*, 

JOHN  IRWIN. 

Direciedj 

John.  Armstrong,  Esquire,  Seoretiury  to  the  Honorable  ExecuGve 
Council,  Philada. 

Fav'd  bj;  Capt.  Fowler. 


QuxBPt  JTJWmn  MoEiULir.To  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Phikdelphia,  Jnly  iO^S  1784. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  your  Excellency  will  leoeive  the  Letter  from  the  HoUii 
erable  O.  Dovall,  ^E^oire,  President  of  the  Council  of  Mnyiand, 
that  was  referred  to  the  Judges,  together  with  the  Copy  of  Ihehr  Letter 
to  Mr.  Dnvall,  respecting  Henry  Carberry. 

Gk)vemor  Fiiea,  in  his  Letter  to  the  Judges,  seems  to  think  h  will 
be  neeessary  to  obtein  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  Delawarw 
for  the  eonducting  U'  Carberry  thn/  that  State ;  and  that  the  Sx- 
eeutiie  Power  of  Maryland  can  only  extend  to  the  limikaof  their 
own  State  3  Bnt,  I  ooneeive,  tbat»  by  a  seoessary  ooostmetioa  of  Che 
4^  Article  of  the  CanfederatioD,  which  declares,  that  the  persoa 
aeocuKd  shall  be  delivered  up  and  remooed  to  ike  Siate  havmg  ju!n9die>^ 
twno/his  offemeoy  the  Executive  Authority  of  Maryland  ara  im^W)Bred» 
to  conduct  the  offmder  tbro'  Delaware  to  the  Stete  ef  Pennaylvania; 
for  this  power  is  im^pliedly  coneeded  by  the  United  States  to  tte 
Individnd  States.  It  ie  true,  by  a  HtortJ  eoostruetion  of  the  eoooiid 
clause  in  the  4<^  Artiele,  the  offender  is  only  to  be  removed  ftr  <Ae 
StaU  having  jurisdietion  ef  the  offence,  not  to  ^e  QaalofikM  OowiUf 
in  which  t&  offence  was  committed ;  but  we  were  of  oeioioo,  that 
the  Offiosr  who  should  bring  Henry  Carberry  from  Maryland,  might 
aot  find  it  inoonveaient  to  take  Uoa  to  Philadelphia,  tho'  it  would  be 
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twenty  miles  within  the  State  of  PeonsylTania;  and  we  alladed  to 
the  Qsage  k  practice  between  this  State  and  New-Jersey,  and  also 
the  Delaware  State ;  having  repeatedly  sent  Oriminals  to  Newcastle 
»nd  Barlin^ton^  and  receiyed  them  from  those  States  in  the  6oal  of 
PhOadelphia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  Tery  great  regard, 

S£j  Yonr  Exoellency's  most 

obedient  humble  seryant, 

THO.  M'KEAN. 
His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Bsqnire. 

No.  1. 
In  Gouncil,  Annapolis,  29  Apri]^  1784. 
Sir, 

We  take  the  earliest  Opportunity  of  oommttnioati^g  to  year  Ex- 
oellenoy,  that  Mr.  Henry  Garoerry,  a  Citisen  of  this  State,  and  late 
m  Gaptm  in  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  the  continental  Troops,  has 
be0Q  arrested,  .i|nd  charged  before  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  Oeneral 
Court,  with  hating  been  a  principal  in  a  dangerous  Insurrection  in 
JPhUadelphia,  in  June  laat,  and  having  beset  the  Stadt  house  with 
kn  armed  force,  and  for  which  he  is  now  in  the  Custody  of  the  Laws 
of  this  State,  the  Judges  before  whom  he  was  charged  having  reoog- 
niied  him  for  his  Appearance  before  the  General  Court  for*the  Western 
fihoiei  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  next. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Excelleno/s  most  obed*  ser^, 

G.  DUYAIuL,  Piesidont 
Directed^ — His  Exc'y  President  of  State  of  Penns*. 
Indorsed^ 

Read  in  Council  M^y  6th,  1784 — and  Ordered,  That  the  same  be 

referred  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  they  be 

requested  to  take  measures  for  bringing  Henry  Garbery,  into  this 

State,  and  for  prosecuting  him  for  the  Offence  charged  against  him. 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

for  JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jun., 
Secretary. 

No.  2. 

Philadelphia,  May  8%  1784. 
Sir, 

Tour  Letter  of  the  29»>  of  April  last,  to  his  Excelien^  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  State,  was  received  on  the  Q^  Instant,  k  laid  before  the 
Oouneil,  who  have  been  pleased  to  refer  it  to  the  Judges  of  the  Su* 
preme  Conrt,  and  to  request  that  measures  may  be  taken  by  them 
lor  bringing  Henry  Carberry  into  this  StatCi  and  for  prosecuting 
him  for  the  offence  charged  against  him. 
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In  oonseqnenoe  of  this  Aot  of  Ooanoil,  We  wonld  reqsest  that 
you  would  be  pleased  to  order  the  aforesaid  Henry  Carberry  to  be 
sent  to  the  .goal  of  the  eity  and  oonnty  of  Philadelpbia,  where  the 
£eeper  thereof  will  reoeive  him ;  or  if  he  will  enter  into  a  reoogni- 
zance  before  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Statc^ 
with  two  good  sureties,  himself  in  two  thousand  pounds,  and  each  of 
them  in  one  thousand  pounds,  for  his  Appearance,  &c.,  at  the  next 
court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Goal  Delivery  for  the  city 
&  county  of  Philadelphia,  it  will  answer  tbe  purpose  intended.  The 
request  to  send  Henry  Carberry  hercj  is  founded  on  the  second 
clause  of  the  4^  Article  of  the  Confederation,  and  has  been  the  con- 
stant usage  between  this  State  and  the  neighbouring  States  :  The 
ezpence  of  his  removal  here,  will  be  paid  by  this  State,  if  he  does 
not  discharge  it  himself;  or  comply  with  the  alternative  before  pro- 
posed, which  must  be  thought  favorable  to  a  person  accused  of  so 
high  a  misdemeanor. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Hon"*  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servsnla, 
THO.  M'KBAN, 
JAOOB  RUSH. 

The  Honorable  G.  DuvaII|  Esquire^  Presid*  of  the  Council  of 
Maryland. 

Sir, 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  the  rough  draught  of  the  letter  to  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  Maryland,  at  Annapolis,  and  differs  in 
nothing  material  from  the  Letter  sent.  The  diction  may  have  been 
a  little  mended,  in  the  transcribing  it,  tho'  I  think  there  were  but 
few  words  alteied  or  transposed. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient^  humble  servant, 
THO.  M'KBAN. 
Philadelphia,  July  W\  1784. 

Directed, 

His  Ezoellenoy  John  DickinsoUi  Esquire,  President,  fte.|  of 
Pennsylvania. 

No.  8. 
In  Council,  Annapolis,  May  20<^  1784. 
Gentlemen : 

'*  We  have  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  your's  of  the  7*^  Instant, 
informmg  us  that  onr's  of  the  29^  AprU,  addressed  to  the  President 
of  your  State,  was  received,  and  referred  by  the  Council  to  you  as 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  take  measures  to  bring  Mr.  Car- 
bery  into  your  State  for  Prosecution  and  Trial,  for  the  offences  which 
he  is  charged  to  have  there  committed :  in  consequence  of  this  Act 
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^  CR)iiB<nI^  7011  bttve  addrease^l  ud,  ml  itqnesMd  that  w^  sdould 
order  Mr.  Carbery  to  be  sent  to  the  Gaol  of  the  City  and  Conaty  of 
Vtiiladet^bia. 

«  As  soon  as  we  were  made  acquainted  with  Mr.  Carbery's  Affair,*' 
•no  took  meaaures  to  give  yonr  Erecatlve  power  the  earlitot  infer* 
ttiatipn  of  it,  ooneeiving  that  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation)  they 
4>nIy'ooald  nationally  interfere,  and  demand  him  ont  of  the  Hands  and 
Jnrivdietidn  of  this  Government :  the  4^"  C^anse  of  the  Confederation 
la  plain  and  explicit,  and  we  stilt  think  no  Anthority  in  yonr  State 
•ompetent  to  demand  Mr.  Carbery  bat  the  Exeeutiye. 
'  It  does  not  appear  from  yonr  Letter  that  yon  were  Cottimlirfotoed 
«mI  Anthoriaed  to  demand  Mr.  Carbery !  yoa  address  ns  in  yonr 
jndidai  Capacity,  and  not  as  the  Commissioners  of  yonr  Exeentive : 
tiM  Act  of  Council . which  yon  mentien,  stems  to  hare  had  a  different 
Object,  and  fefers  only  to  taking  measures  to  bring  Mr.  Cai'berry  to 
yonrStttte  A)r  Trial. 

When  yourExecntive  shall  think  proper  to  ezereii»eifaeifAnihoritf 
hi  the  present  Case,  and  make  a  Demand  of  Mr.  Carbery,  we  shall 
litamediately  order  Mm  to  be  delivered  up,  and  remoyed  to  youf 
State.  Bot  we  do  not  thmk  we  can  be  justified  la  the  exercise  of 
any  Authority  over  him  beyond  the  Limits  of  this  State :  he  must 
be  delivered  by  our  Officers  at  the  Limits'  and  there  teceived  by 
your's  If  he  is  to  pass  thro'  Delaware,  we  conceive  the  Executive 
and  Judicial  Authority  there  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
Affair,  and  their  ministerial  Officers  ordered  to  receive  him  of  our^.^i 
and  conduct  him  to  your  Limits,  where,  your  Officer  will  take  charge 
of  hfoi,  and  carry  him  to  such  Qaol  in  your  State  as  you  may  think 
proper  to  direct.  ... 

Not  having  had  the  Honoir  of  any  communieation  from  youl*  Ex« 
eoutive  in  Answer  to  our  Address  on  this  Subject,  we  can  say  nothing 
of  their  Intentions,  and  it  does  not  become  ns  to  repeat  the  Infor- 
vi»tibn  by  another  Letter,  as  the  one  we  have  already  wsot#  haa^beki 
received.    We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  regard, 

Your  most  obed..  humble  Servants,  * 
JOHN  PACA. 
•  The  Hon'ble  Tho"  M'Kean  &  Jacob  Rush,  Esq". 

Albx;  McClean  to  Pbks.  Dickinson,  1784, 

Union  Town,  16th  July,  1784. 
Sir, 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  said  to  have  been  addressed  to  your  Excellency 
from  some  person  in  this  county,  containing  reflections  upon  snch  of 
the  Inhabitants  as  have  formerly  adhered  to  the  Qovemment  of 
Virginia  particularly  aimed  at  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Bobert 

*  See  page  74,  and  292. 
13* 
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Beall  ia  the  Lie^teaaiMj  of  this  Oouiitj  has  been  handad  to  aa 
amoDflit  others.* 

Ana  I  have  also  been  applied  to  by  some  of  the  Gendeaien  irii(^ 
think  themaelvea  imnrad  by  ihe  remarks  oontained  in  thai  Letter, 
io  certify  to  yoar  Ezoelleney  whether  they  ha?e  deserved  to  ha 
branded  with  »  haokwardness  to  join  in  whatever  has  been  piopeped 
for  the  oommon  good  or  defence  of  this  frontier  during  the  War. 
{n  oonseqnenoe  of  this  their  request,  in  jnstiee  to  tmth  and  to  the 
InhalH^BAts  of  Stewards  Crossings  Twho  seem  to  be  partionlarly 
pointed  at,)  I  must  inform  yoor  Exeelleney  that  so  far  from  declining 
pmy  petaonal  or  other  assistance  that  has  been  deemed  essential  to 
^he  good  of  the  county  at  large  those  very  people  thus  atigmatked 
have  ever  been  aa  nftiformly  free  of  their  personal  servioe  and  as 
liberal  of  diehr  property  on  all  occasions  as  any  others  within  asy 
£i|OYledgew 

With  those  very  people  who  are  said  to  have  had  so  littieeha^  ia 
Ihe  bnrtken  of  the  War,  I  have  shared  the  fatignes  of  the  most 
difficult  dunpaign  that  has  been  carried  on  in  this  country,  an4 
was  a  Witness  to  both  their  sufferings  and  fortitude.  Many  of.  theai 
iave  been  in  the  Continental  servicci  and  Colonel  Beall  in  particular 
dui^ig  a  great  part  of  the  War. 
.,  jl  ai9  with  Sentiments  of  esteem, 

for  your  Excellency  and  the  Supremoj 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania, 

your  ExGcHeno/s  most  Obedient, 
and  very  humble  Servt 

ALEXANDER  McCLEAN. 
Directed^    His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President* 
.  Entered,  | 

Bond,  '^i  Ephraim  Douglass,  Esqr., ) 

.Abxh9»  Lib  ash  &  Bm.B&  to  Prbs.  Diokxhsor,  17B4. 

Philadelphisj^  July  23d,  1781. 
Sir, 

Having  somethiug  relative  to  the'Treaties,  we  are  commissioned 
to  negooiate  with  the  Indian  nations,  to  commnnicate  to  your 
Excellency  &  the  Coancil ;  we  beg  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to 
inform  us  wJMit  day  &  hour  it  will  be  convenient  for  you  to  give  us 
an  audience. 

Wo  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect  yr.  Excellency's 

most  obedt.  8ervts. 
ARTHUR  LEE, 
R.  B0TLER.t 
Directed^    His  Excellency,  the  President. 

*  Seepage  264,  280.  f  CoL  Reo.,  XIV.,  p.  166 
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GoNnRtKCB  wrtH  Mbssj^.  Lb»  avd  Bctlxr,  1784. 

Conferenoe  with  Me80r9.  Led  &  BQtI<^on  their  Letter. 

They  represented  The  neoeasitj  of  Dispatch  in  raising  the  TVoope^ 
Jk  Peraaps  a  Goarrantee  of  the  Pay  to  the  Soldiers  may  be  neoessary. 

Answer  of  Col.-— We  have  viewed  ihis  Bnsioees  in  the  same  Light. 
<— ^Expeei  the  members  of  the  Assembly  will  make  a  Homo  Jiext 
Monday— -we  shall  lay  the  affair  before  them  in  enoh  a  manner  aa  0 
•how  oar  opinion  that  aot  » mameni  of  tame  is  to  be  loeliii  the 
fixeention  of  the  Measure. 

Aato  the  2d.  Point— We  cannot  be  positiTe,  hot  we  think  il 
probabloi  that  from  the  CiroiimbtaDeos  of  the  OasCy  the  Legislatnve 
may  oonsider  these  staftes  boond  to  make  good  the  pay  to  the  oflioeii 
k  Soidien.* 


Sso'T  ABHSIRONa    TO  THB  MaQISTRACT  AND    SflSRin  OV 

Northumberland  Co.,  1784. 

Philada.,  July  24th,  1784. 
Gentlemeni 

'  We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  the  distnrb&nces  in  the  neighbonrhood 
of  Wyoming  have  within  these  few  days  revised  nnder  so  serious  a 
form  ik  that  the  two  parties  have  proceeded  to  actual  hostilities. 
In  this  situation  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Council  to  rec|uire  you  by 
every  legal  means  in  your  power  thoroughly  to  investigate  the  facta 
A  to  proceed  wilh  the  utmost  vigor,  &  impartiality,  so  that  every 
Person  oommitUng  an  outrage  upon  the  peace  of  the  County,  &  the 
dignity  of  the8tate  may  be  duly  punished.  The  more  effectually 
to  countenance  these  proceedings  Council  have  thought  proper  to 
direct  the  Lieutenant  of  Northamptbn  County  to  hold  a  militia  de- 
teohment  in  immediate  readiness  to  proceed  to  your  aid  ^ould  any 
assistance  of  this  kind  be  thought  necessary. 

I  am,  &c.,  with  great  regard,  Gentlemen, 
yo^r  most  obed.  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTBONO,  Jut,  Seoy. 
7nc?orserf,— July  24th,  1T84,  Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Magistracy 
and  Sheriff  of  North'ld  CQ.,,the  original  committed  to  Mr.  Mead  for 
coaveyanee,  Entd. 

*  The  finegoiog  appears  to  be  a  roogb  raemoraadmn  of  the  eomferoaee  ia 
President  IKokinson's  writing.  As  there  is  nothing  on  the  minutes  respecting 
it^  it  is  all  that  appears  on  the  nature  of  it 
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Ssc'r  Abhstboni}  to  Thohas  ORAia,  1784. 

Sefretorj'0  Office, 

Philad'a,  July  24th,  1784. 
Besr  Colonel, 

The  dutarbancM  at  Wyomii^  k&ve  taken  80  alarming  a  cast  and 
eeem  io  be  immediatelj  diteoted  against  the  peaee  &  dignity  of  the 
Btate*-a8  to  call  for  Bome  yery  early  &  TigoroAa  measttres  on  the 

Sftrttof  €h>vernment.  Lttten  hare  aeoordingly  been  written  to  the 
heriff  ft  Magistracy  of  NorAnnibecbBd  Gonnty,  requiring  them  to 
institttte  an  immediate  enquiry  into  the  foots  i  proceed  to  the  ex* 
eciittiQiiof  the  laws  with  all  possiUe  energy.  To  give  the  greater 
toroe  to  theee  prooeedtngs,  CounoiL  hare  also  thoaght  proper  to 
direet  yon  to  hoU  some  part  of  your  Jdilitia  in  readiness  to  sot  at  a 
moments  waming,  as  from  many  circumstaooes  they  am  lead  ta 
believe  that  the  exertion  of  a  miliatry  foroe  will  soon  beoome 
necessary. 

I  am,  my  dear  Col., 

years,  &o.,  &o. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y.  ' 
Indorsed^  ... 

To  Thomas  Craig,  Esq.,  laeu't  of  Narthampian  Co, 


]pLBTUJlN.  OS*,    CbIMIKALS     CONFINSD    IN   THK    JaIL    09    TAB 

City  and  Ooui^ty  of  Philadelphia,  1784, 

Retnm  of  the  Criminals  Confined  in  the  Jail  of  the  City  k  Connty 
of  Philadelphia,  July  2t5th,  1784.  t  '^ 

'  Thomas  Wall,  Tryed, — Committed  by  Ploa^et  Fleeson,  S^ 
May  26th,  1782.  Charged  on  suspicion  of  attempting  to  Bob  % 
House  in  this  City  at  the  Corner  of  Vine  Street  &  front  Streets,  i 
sundry  other  Charges. 

KLSANPa  Wqiqht,  Tryed. — Committed  by  William  MoMuUiii, 
Eoq.,  NQv:r  23d,  1782.  Charged  with  Stealing  the  Property  of 
Patrick  Mulholland. 

Barbaba  Obist,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Jn»  Miller,  Esq.,  May 
12th,  1783.  Charged  witb  stealing  the  sum  of  two'  pounds  one 
ShilHog  k  five  pence  specie,  the  property  of  Barbara  Roop. 

Mathiaa  LuxiHB^  Tried. — Committed  by  John  Moore,  Esq., 
A(^y  26th,  1789.  Qharged  with  Killing  k  Murdering  Philip  Keiser 
^  KingsessiDg. 

John  Carboll,  Tryed. — Ccnnmitted  by  Plunket  Fleeson,  Bsq^ 
May  27th,  1783.  Charged  with  Robbing  the  Store  of  Stephen 
Austin  k  Co.,  and  part  of  the  goods  found  in  his  possession* 

♦  8e«Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  1«7. 
t  See  page  286. 
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.   BtCHABDSHnivaftyTrjed.— OommittedbyGduiiy  Jaii6Sdyl788. 
Charged  with  Robbiog  a  man. 

OiOBOS  DoNiYOEy  Tryed. — Committed  by  laaao .  Howell,  Esq., 
Jane  6th>  1783.  Charged  on  eaapidoii  of  steidiDg  a  piece  of  Chiotfl^ 
the  property  of  Wm.  Adooofcy  Eaq* 

Abchibald  TatloRi  Tryed.— Committed  by  Pknket  Fleeaoo, 
Esq.,  June  21ety  1788.  Charged  on  anspioion  of  Robbing  Jn'o 
Francis  .VoUy  on  the  Highway  of  4  half  Johanmace  &  aondry 
Wearing  Apperil. 

JOB&u  SiTtTCUf »  Tryed. — Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeeon,  Esq., 
iulj  8lfay  1783.    Charged  with  Horse  Stealing. 

Thomas  Mount,  Tryed. — Committed  by  l^anket  Fkeson,  Esq.^ 
^Tuly  12ih,  1783.  Charged  with  stealing  a  pieo^  of  Calico,  the 
property  of  Sdw'd  Pole. 

John  Kjban  &  James  Munks,  Tryed. — Committed  by  the  C<mr4^ 
Jaly  29th,  1783.    Charged  with  an  Assault  h  Battery. 

Patbigk  Fitzsimmons  k  Maloom  MoFaudand,  Tryed.-— Com- 
mitted by  Plnnket  Fleeson,  Esq.,  Aogost  8th,  1783.  Charged  on 
snspidon  of  stealing  a  Looking  Glass  the  property  ef  Jacob  Jeams.' 

flA&AH  Bttowif,  Tryed. — Committed  b^  John  Moore,  Esq.,  Aug. 
26tb  1788.  Charged  Cn  suspicion  of  stealing  5  Sil^vr  Spoons,  foand 
in  her  possession. 

Jamxs  MoGvikXi  T^syed.— Committed  by  Benj'n  Pasohall,  Esq., 
Ang't  29tfa  1788«  Changed  with  stealing  a  Watch  the  property  of 
Mary  BrowS|  aka  Charged  with  stealing  1  pr  of  sil?er  Cockles  the 
pfop^  of  Mary  Hont.  . 

John  Butlxk,  Tryed.— Committed  by  Benj'n  Paschal],  Esq. 
Aug't  29th,  1783.  Cbarged  with  etealing  a  Cow,  the  property  of 
Thomas  Wilkey,  also  Cbarged  with  stealing  a  Cow,  the  property  of 
Tho'sHftll. 

Jamer  Kellt,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Benj'n  Paschall,  Esq., 
Sep.  10th,  1783.  Charged  with  stealing  a  Mare  the  pn^rty  of 
Adam  Levingston. 

Ann  Pembboks,  Tryed. — Committed  by  John  Miller,  Esq.,  Sepl 
29th,  1783.  Charged  on  suspicion  of  steaUng  a  Quantity  of  Qoodsi 
the  |Hrop*  of  persons,  unknown. 

Edw'd  Connard.— Committed  Oet'r  2l8t,  1783.  Cbarged  by 
yirtue.of  a  Prodamation  by  the  president  &  Council  being  attainted 
with  High  Treason  &  out  Law'd.    Delivered  by  Capt'n  Franks. 

John  Fobtu,  Tryed.— Committed  by  the  Court,  Oct.  29«»,  1783. 
Charged  with  JBtealing  a  Horse,  the  property  of  Joel  E^ans. 

Isaac  Austin,  Tryed. — Committed  by  W»  McMulIin,  Esq., 
Not'  13^,  1788.  Cbarged  with  stealing  the  property  of  Paul 
Barnes^ 

Thomas  Charles,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Benjamin  Pasohall, 
Esq  ,  Not'  15'S  1783.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  Jacket,  the  prop^ 
of  Jonathan  Edwards. 
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BfAAT  Pailkt,  Ti7ed.«-(iloin]iiiUed  by  Wittiuii  M'MuUiii,  Biq., 
Not'  29'S  1783.     Charged  with  Keeping  a  Disorderly  House. 

AN0EBW    LSBLQK,  JoHN   GkX»)BYO]ff,  k   IXWIA  GOLONET,  All 

Ibiee  Tryed.-*«Oom]xiitted  by  ibe  HMienbie  Thomas  McKaan,  Bsq^ 
Dec  !•*,  1783.  Charged  with  Assaltkg,  btetng  &  w^vndisg  lh# 
body  of  Gkorge  MoNwly. 

Joseph  Bottomlt,  Ti^^.-— GbminiCted  by  FIan)oefeFle8»B,  Esq., 
Pec  23%  1788.  Charged  with  a  Brsaeh  of  tbe  pMoe  &  an  Assaull 
&  Battery  on  the  Body  of  Ge«  Hacket  &  Others. 

Damisl  KiiiG,  Tiyed. — Committed  by  Beaj*  P^McbaUy  Esq., 
jDec  26%  1783.  Charged  with  Steaiiag  a  Great  Coat  the  prop^  off 
James  Morris. 

John  Smith,  Tryad. — Committed  by  Plubkei  FIomod,  Biqi| 
Dec  27^%  1783.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  saddle  fvom  off  a  H0119 
^.Market  Street 

Philip  HoomAOLB,  Tryed. — Committed  by  the  Hoaovabls 
Thomas  MoEean*  Bsqaire^  Dec  30^,  1783.  Oburged  with  Bobb- 
ing the  Coach  H^ub6  of  Rob*  Morris,  Esquire,  &  Steaiiag  from 
thence  Sundry  Goods,  k  Wearmg  Apperil,  &o* 

Daniu  WuUAMS.-^ommitted  by  the  Honorable  Thoinas 
HoKeao,  Aaquiro,  Jan'  9%  1784.  Charged  with  dlvera  Bobbeiys, 
of  which  he  is  Attainted. 

John  PhiuI's,  Tryed.^-^Oommitted  by  Pkoket  Fleeson,  Esq.,  Jian' 
12^^  1784.  Charged  with  Bobbing  the  Store  oC  Ed#«  Pole,  k 
breiJiiBg  Open  /&  ^Robbing  the  Store  of  Jn*  Stcawbndga* 

WiLUAM  Conner  Ik  Geobgb  Davis,  Tryedw — ^Committed  bf 
Plonket  Fleeson,  Esq.,  Feb»2%  1781.  Charged  with  Stealing  2 
fioraes  the  prop^  of  Jn""  Garrett  of  Soathwark. 
i  Jamjbs  Bbown,  Tryed.-*-Committed  by  Plonket  Fleeson,  Esq., 
Fob'  3%  1784.  Charged  with  Bobbing  £dw«  Pole  &  Others,  k 
.under  Jndiatmeni  in  the  City  Court 

John  CHAiftDLBE,  Tiy^. — Committed  byPSankat  Fkeson,  Esq., 
Feb'  5'<>',  1784.  Charged  with  throwing  the  Mate  of  the  Ship 
Commerce  Overboard. 

.  John  Moeqan,  Tryed.-^Committed  by  William  Bosh,  Bsq^ 
March  12«S  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  piece  of  ManQiUaa 
Quilting,  the  prop*  of  Peter  Gallegher. 

Charles  Watman,  Trjed.— Committed  by  W^  M«Mullm,  Esq.4 
April  7"",  1784.  Chaiiged  with  Stealing  the  prop*  of  Jn*  Walker.. 
.Charles  Smiib,  Tt^.T-Commitled  by  Isaac  Howel,  Esquire, 
April  8%  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  Goods,  the  prep*  of  Thomai 
Promond. 

GoSsFBET  ZiMMBBtf  AN,  Tryed. — Committed  by  William  Bush, 
Esq.,  April  26'S  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  some  Goods,  the 
property  of  Lasarous  Batnet. 

.  WiiiLiAM  Bs£i>. — Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esq.,  April 
27%  1784.     Charged  with  lU  Designs  k  Chakngiag  to  fighl^  &c.  ' 
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lIiOB'i.  PowsBfl^  Tr76ct--CommiUed  bj  The  Gonri,  tipnl  98"^, 
1784.  Charged  with  an  Aseaolt  &  Battery  oa  the  body  of  Johft 
Conoor. 

John  Hoork,  Tryed. — Committed  by  the  Honorable  Thomas 
tecKean,  Esquire,  April  28'%  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  t 
HorsOy  the  property  of  Benj"  Shoemaker. 

Thomas  Fish,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Jn*  Miller>  Esq.,  April 
28"^,  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  White  Bonnet,  2  Kaek  Ditti^ 
1  Silk  Gloak|  the  property  of  Job  Lepinopt 

Robert  Powbix,  Tryed. — Committed  by  William  MoMuUini 
Esq.,  May  10'%  1784.  Charged  with  an  AscMlt  &  Battery  on  the 
Body  of  Mary  Powell. 

Wii^'m  CallaqhaNi  Tryed. — Committed  by  Wm.  MoMuIlitii 
Esq.,  ATay  11'%  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  the  prop"  of  Willimti 
Hammell. 

Sam'l  HAMBi.ETON.-r<Jommitted  by  Isaae  Howell,  Esq.,  May 
11%  1784.  Charged  on  Suspicion  of  an  A8a«h.&  Battery  on  the 
body  of  Tho^  Wilson^-^And  on  ^uspioion  of  Felopy. 

Chables  Qiubsb. — Commit^d  by  Isaac  Howell,  Esq*,  May  12*^, 
1784.     Charged  with  Doing  his  wife  personal  Injury. 

BoDCOB  UcCiiJiVAQAKf  Tryed.-^Committed  by  W""  MeAinllin, 
Esq.,  May  14*%  1784.  Charged  wi|h  S.tealing  the  prop^  of  fiobest 
Search. 

fiuQH  MvLROhAXD. — Committed  by  Will*  Rash,  Mi^  15% 
1784.  Chau^ed  on  Sospioion  of  Stealing  12  pounds  State  Money, 
a  Silver  Stock  Bockel,  and  a  Pincushon  Chair. 

Jamb8  Rollanb,  Jn8.  Leohland,  &  James  Hustons^  all  3 
Tryed. — Committed  by  Benj"  Pasohall,  Esq.,  May  17, 1784.  Cbai^ 
with  Stealing  a  Jacket,  the  prop*  of  Tho*  Volet,  their  Master. 

Danisl  MuNBoas.*— Committed  by  W"  Bush,  Esq.,  May  18*% 
1784.  Charged  on  Suspicion  of  being  Conoerned  with  others  3Q 
Stealine  twelve  pounds  State  Money  &  some  other  Articles,  the 
prop*  of  Mary  Switzer. 

^.  John  BBN80N.-*-Committed  by  Benj«  Pasohall,  Esq.,  May  19*% 
1784.     Charged  with  having  Stolen  Goods  in  his  possession. 

ElbanobLindon. — Committed  by  Beoj"  Pasohall,  Esq.,  May  20*% 
1784.    Charged  with  Harbouring  Jn**  Benson  &  John  McDonald* 

John  McDormit. — Committed  by  Beoj"  Pasohall,  Esq.,  M^y 
24*%  1784.     Chained  with  Stealing  Sundry  Wearing  Apperil. 

Thomas  BA^TJLiNQ.---Committed  by  William  Bush,  Esq.,  Ms} 
24*^,  1784.  Charged  with  Fornication  Committed  on  Bebeoca  M^ 
Ginnis. 

Edw'p  Nuton. — Committed  by  Benj*  Paschall,  Esq.,  May  26*^ 
1784.     Charged  with  Opening  a  House  by  Heory  Williams. 

ChariiI^s  Dm  Lonochamf,  Tryed. — Committed  by  the  Honora* 
ble  George  Bryan,  Esquire,  May  25*^,  1784.  Charged  with  an 
Assault  and  Battery  on  the  body  of  the  Hoa^^  Francis  Barb^ 
Harboys  Consul  General  of  France. 
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JoBK  SAm  &  iToHK  MoBoKALD,  if ry^.— Committed  1>7  the 
HonoFahle  Thomas  MoKean,  Esquire,  May  26%  1784.  Charged 
with  Robbiog  Thomas  Leming  in  South  Wark. 

8am'l  Savinioh. — Committed  bj  William  Unshf  Esq.,  May 
£8^,  1784.  Charged  on  Sospieien  of  Stealing  a  pkoe  of  Cheeht 
Linnen  the  prop*  of  Oe«  A.  Bahore. 

'  Charles  Shatler  &  Arthttb  Harbsrt. — Committed  by  Benj* 
Pasohall,  Esq*,  May  20%  1784.  Charged  on.Suspieion  of  Stealing 
8  Silver  Table  Spoons  &  7  tea  ditto,  the  prop*  of  Mary  Linn. 

John  Murpht.— Committed  by  Isaac  Ho  well,  Esq.,  June  5% 
1784w    Charged  on  Swpioion  of  mlony,  by  Andrew  Tybotit. 

John  Southerland,  Tryed. — Committed  by  Will*  HeMalliOy 
Esq.,  June  7%  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  the  property  of 
'Mary  Raisinii  ft  Sarah  Barrey. 

Joseph  Chalk. — Committed  by  Benj*  Paschall,  Esq.,  Jane  8**, 
1784.  Charged  with  Sundry  Robberys,  by  him  Committed  in 
Compaiiy  with  Jn«  McDonald,  John  Benson  &  Others. 

Will'm  Sboth. — Committed  by  Benj"^  Pasehall,  Esq.,  Janell*^| 
J784. .  ChMTged  with  Stealing  a  pair  of  Silver  Bnckels  the  property 
of  Tho^  Cooke. 

.  Jokii  BVGRI08.— Committed  by  William  Rnsh,  Esq.,  Jnne  12<\ 
1784.  Charged  by  Mai^garet  Timely^  of  Stealing  thirty-fire  French 
Crowns. 

Andrew  Bradt. — Committed  by  Benj*  Ptaehall,  Esq.,  Jnne 
18<»,  1782.  Cbatged  with  Stealing  twenty  Oold  Ringa^  the  prop*  of 
W"  Donaveou.  ^ 

John  Traiot. — Committed  by  William  Rnsh,  Esq.,  Jnne  19'\ 
1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  Case  of  Razors  ft  some  Wearing 
Apperll,  the  property  of  Capt^  Jeremiah  Simmons. 

Margaret  Burnet. — Committed  by  BenJ"  Paschall,  Esq.,  Jnn^ 
22^  1784.  Charged  by  Ann  Darrongh  with  Stealing  8  Handker^ 
chiefs  ft  one  pocket  Book,  fto. 

George  Crowder,  Patrick  Oreen  ft  Mart  Marr. — Com* 
mitled  by  Plunket  Fleeson,  Esq.,  Jnne  25**,  1784.  Charged  on 
Suspicion  of  Robbing  the  Store  of  Joseph  Turner. 
•  Christopher  Grooshop.— Committed  by  John  Mooi^,  Esq., 
June  25>^  1784.  Charged  with  an  Assault  ft  Battery  on  the  body 
ef  Margaret  Grooshop. 

JoftN  Upworth. — Committed  by  Benj«  Paschall,  Esq.,  June  28%- 
1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  two  pair  of  Moreen  Shoes,  the  pro- 
perty of  George  Morris. 

Mathew  Dawson. — Committed  by  William  Rush,  Esq.,  June 
28'^,  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  Sundry  Goods  the  property  of 
Persons  Unknown. 

John  Botd  ft  James  David.— Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeson 
Esq.,  June  29<^  1784.  Charged  on  Suspicion  of  SUaling  some 
Leather,  the  property  of  M'  Willing. 
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Mart  Garson. — Cottmitted  by  Jq«  Miller  Esq.,  June  29^^, 
1784.  Charged  with  an  Assault  &  Battery  on  the  Bodys  of  Jndith 
Emery  and  Francis  Cooper,  Constable. 

Fbancis  Robs. — Committed  by  Isaac  Howell,  Esq.^  Jniie  29*% 
1784.     Charged  with  Suspicion  of  Felony. 

John  Bougausio  &  Peter  Lb  Cosikb. — Committed  by  laaae 
Howell,  Esq.,  June  29*^,  1784.  Charged  on  Suspicion  of  Felony 
by  Capt*  Stephens,  Mendonphin. 

John  Napp.— Committed  by  William  Rush,  Esq.,  Jnly  2%  1784 
Charged  with  Stealing  Nine  pair  of  Men's  Shoes,  &  three  dollars^ 
the  property  of  George  Morris. 

Wm.  MaRPHEY. — Committed  by  John  Miller,  July  8%  1784w 
Charged  with  an  Assult  &  Battery  on  the  body  of  Samuel  Powell. 

James  McMullin. — Cmmitted  by  Isaac  Howell,  Esq.,  July  3% 
1784.  Charged  with  an  Assault  &  Battery  on  the  body  of  Daniel 
Murphey,  &  also  Robbing  him  of  2  half  Johannises. 

Joseph  Bradon. — Committed  by  Samuel  Wharton,  Esq.,  July 
*  5*^,  1784.     Charged  with  his  not  finding  Securities  for  his  Good 
behayiour  towards  Emelia  Taylor  &  Mary  Purvis. 

Phtlip  Wies,  Tryed. — Cmmitted  by  the  Supreme  Court  July 
6<^,  1784.  Sentenced  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty 
dollars,  to  be  imprisoned  3  months,  to  Give  Security  for  his  Good 
behaviour  lumself  in  £500 ;  another  security  in  £2&0,  &  to  pay 
Costs. 

John  Parr. — Committed  by  Isaac  Howell,  Esq.,  July  8%  1784. 
Charged  on  Suspicion  of  Felony. 

BuRKtT  McDonald. — Committed  by  Benj*  Paschall,  Esq., 
July  9%  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  pair  of  Silver  Buckles, 
the  proper tj^  of  Christopher  Ibish. 

Danjex.  Etter. — Committed  by  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean, 
Esquire,  July  IS^**,  1784.  Charged  on  Suspicion  of  Murdering 
George  Fitler. 

George  Masman. — Committed  by  William  Rush,  Esq.,  July 
16*'',  1784.  Charged  with  taking  a  false  Oath,  which  he  has  been 
Convicted  of  by  a  Writtiog  in  the  Hands  of  Thomas  Bradford. 

Mart  Pendegrace. — Committed  by  Benj"  Paschall,  Esq ,  July 
17**^  1784.  Charged  by  her  Husband,  Jn»  Pendergrace,  with  Com- 
mitting adaltry. 

John  Bttrns. — Committed  by  Benj"  Paschall,  Esq.,  July  17**, 
1784.  Charged  by  Jn"*  Pendegrace  with  Committing  Fornication 
with  his  Wife. 

John  Long. — Committed  by  Plunket  Fleeeon,  Esq.,  July  20% 
1784.  Charged  with  an  Assault  &  Battery  on  the  body  of  bis 
Wife. 

Isaac  Huskins. — Committed  by  William  Masters,  Esq.,  Jnly 
20««»,  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  one  Great  Coat  the  property  of 
Mathias  Cremer. 
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.  NiOHOLAS  FixzasBALD. — Committed  by  William  Rusb,  Esq., 
July  20'S  1784.  Clutrged  with  an  Assaalt  &  Battery  on  the  body 
of  his  Wife. 

,  HxNVT  Piiossws.*— Committed  by  William  Maetora,  Esq.,  July 
21*<,  1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  12ib  of  powder^  the  property  of 
€apt*  John  Eve,  of  Frankford. 

Ba&nst  0'NBAL.-^<}ommitted  by  BeoJ-  Pascball,  Esq.,  Jnly  22^ 
1784.  Charged  with  Stealing  a  pair  Silver  Buekles  &  one  pair  of 
Shoes,  the  property  of  George  Moore. 

,  .  LuKx  KsATiNa.— Committed  by  the  Honorable  Tliomas  Kean, 
Esquire,  July  22<>,  1784.    Charged  with  Counterfiting  ft  Forging 
the  House  of  Amos  Taylor  &  Others. 
His  Ezeellency  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  consequence  of  your  Order  of  the  eighth  of  July.  I  have  ex- 
tracted from  the  Record  of  the  Goal  for  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia,  the  names  and  Crimes  of  all  the  persons  Committed* 
for  criminid  Offences. 

THOMAS  PROCTER, 
Shff.* 


COONCIL  07  CWSOES  TO  PbBS.  AND   CoCTNOIXry  1784. 

In  the  Council  of  Censors, 

July  26ih,  1784. 
Sir, 

By  an  Order  of  Council  of  this  Day  I  am  directed  to^request  your 
ExceUency  &  the  Hon'ble,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  to  inform 
ihem  ^'  whether  any  proceeding  at  your  Hon'ble  Board  is  carried  on 
by  Balliot,f  or  silent  and  secret  Vote,  and  if  there  be,  how  such  prac- 
tice accords  with  the  Right  to  which  every  Member  is  entitled  of 
entering  his  Reasons  of  Dissent  from  any  proceeding  upon  the 
Journak  of  Council.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  respectfullyi 
Sir;  your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  humble  Servant, 
FR'DK  A.  MUHLENBERG,  Presitft. 
J)irectedf 
His  Excellency^  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Exeoutive  CouncoL 


War  OvBiOB  to  Prbs.  Dickinsok,  1784. 

War  Office,  July  28th,  1784. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  June  last»  I  do  my- 
self the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  following  Offioen, 

*  See  page  286.  f  Bee  p^e  306. 
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besides  one  Lieutenant    Colonel    Oon^mandant^   one  Regimental 
fiUrgeen  and  one  Mate,  will  be  reauired  6f  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  command   her  quota  of  Militia  to  be  raised  under  that 
resolution  for  the  defence  of  the  Western  posts. 
Artillefy,  1  Oaptdn,  2  Lieutenants. 
Infkntry,  2  Captains,  2  Lieutenants^  2, Ensigns. 
I  hare  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect, 

TourEzcellencj'B  mostobed.  H'ble  Senr't, 

JOS.  CABLETON. 
Direcied, 

(Public  Service.) 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 
War  Office.  ' 

260 — 8  Companies  &  50  men  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Calculation. 
Pennsyl\rania|  76  men  to  a  Cofhpany  will  be  8  Companies  &  85  men. 
New  York,  -  -  -  2    .      ^  1^    M 

Connecticut,  -  -  -  2  <^  15    '< 

Jersey,  -  -  -  1  «'  85    " 


Sbo*7  Abmstrong  to  Thomas  CrAig,  Esq.,  Lieutbvant  ov 
THIS  County  of  NorthamptoNi  1784. 

Secretary's  Offioe,  I^,  J«ly  2|9(ii,  1784. 
Sir. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  the  enclosed  ResojUitions  ef  Council  of  thjs 
day'*' — They  will  sufficiently  explain  the  Intentions  of  Qoyemment. 
,  Captain  Boyd  &  myself  have  already  directed  (i  supply  ^  Amma-» 
nition  to  he  forwarded  to  yon.  We  shall  exert  ourselves  to  procure 
sgQ  immediate  Conveyance  for  it. 

The  Resolutions  which  regard  the  County  of  Northumberland, 
are  dispatched  thither .  by  Ezpressy  <fc  we  hope  that  an  immediate 
CD-operation  may  be  brought  about. 

I  have  now  to  request,  from  personal  as  well  as  pi^blic  motives,  tbat 

you  will  make  choice  of  such  Q^ers  as  from  your  acquaintance  with 

ijhem,  will  best  merit  your  nomination  &  the  Confidence  of  the  Slate« 

jBnolosed  is  the  additipnal  supplement  to  the  Militia  I^&W|  under 

^bioh  yg|^  are  to  act. 

We  propose  to  set  off  to-morrow    or  next  day^  at  fiirtheat,  & 
hope  to  find  ourselves  enabled  to  proceed  without  any  great  delay. 
I  am,  dear  Col., 

y  Ob.  ^  very  humble  serS 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa^  jr.;  Sec'y. 
.♦  See  Col  Kec.,  Vel.  XIV.,  p.  167. 
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Sec'y  Abmsieong  to  Sheriff  of  Nobthumbbiu^J)  GOi 

1784- 

To  the  Sheriff  of  Nortbnmberlaod, 
Philad%  July  29, 1784. 
By  the  enclosed  Besolntions,  yoQ  will  fiod  it  the  iotentioDB  of 
Oovernment  to  proceed  with  the  atmost  enerf^y  agninst  every  person, 
without  discrimiiation,  who  has  outraged  y*  Tranquillity  of  the  State, 
— By  the  3'  Resolution,  you  will  observe  the  necessity  of  going 
hand  in  hand  w^  Captain  Willson — &  with  him,  awaiting  the  fiirther 
directions  provided  for  by  the  4^^  Resolution.     The  ground  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Nescopeck  Creek,  is  assigned  a^  the  place  of  Rendeavous. 
I  am,  &c.;  &c.| 

JO»N  ARMSTRONG,  jr.,  Sec'y. 
Some  of  y*  writs  to  be  executed  are  enclosed. 
Indaned^ 
July  29th,  1784. 


Sbo'T  ABMSTRONa  TO  WlLLUK  .  WiLSON,  ESQ.,  LiBUT.   OF 
COUIITY  OF    NOBTflUMBBBLAND,   1784. 

Philad.,  July  29,  1784. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  some  resotutions  of  Council  of  this 
day."*"  They  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  your  greatest  possi- 
ble industry  &  attention. 

In  addition  to  them,  I  have  to  tell  yon — that  Council,  from  the 
confidence  they  have  in  jour  capacity  &  Attachment,  wish  you  to 
engage  for  the  supply  of  the  Troops  which  may  be  called  forth  by 
jour  Order.  The  price  they  propose  to  give,  is  10}  D.  per  Ration. 
The  quantity  to  be  procured  must  depend  upon  your  own  Calcula- 
tidns-^for  as  this  business  will  be  subject  to  much  Contingency,  it 
is  impossible  for  Council  to  hazard  a  single  conjecture  on  that  score. 

1  bave  also  to  communicate  their  wishes,  that  you  will  not  only 
pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the  Ghttfhacterof  the  Officers  nominated 
to  the  Command  of  the  men,  &  by  all  means  avoid  such  as  have  been 
distinguished  by  their  predilections  to  either  side  of  the  Question — 
but  that  yon  will  also  come  on  with  the  troops  yourself  to  the  ground 
opposite  to  y*  mouth  of  Nescopeck  Creek,  where  we  will ''Endeavor 
to  meet  you  with  the  Nortbampron  Detachment.  As  it  is  impossible 
to  calculate  with  much  precision  upon  the  movements  -of  Militia — 
we  cannot  venture  to  name  the  day  on  which  we  shall  be  there,  but 
the  probability  is,  that  we  shall  ii»ich  it  before  you,  as  it  is  our  in« 

*Bm  Gol.  Aeo.,  YtA.  XIV ,  page  106. 
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tttniioD  to  matrntm  ex|MditioiiBiy  l»  posrible.  'It  wo,  we  will  eora* 
miinioaie  with  yoa  by  letter^  (Mr  otherwise^  &  direct  to  what  other 
poiot  yoa  are  to  shape  yonr  moTemelits.  i 

The  Sheriff  of  your  Coanty  will  receive  the  Orders  of  Coancil  to 
oo-operate  with  us,  &  under  the  counteoaDoe  we  shall  afford,  be  pre- 
pared to  exeoute  the  writs  which  have  been  issued  by  the  Judicial 
authority. 

You  will  remember,  also,  to  bring  with  you  whatever  ammunition 
or  other  public  stores  that  may  be  deposited  at  Sunbury) 
if  you  should  have  no  powder,  you  will  make  a  purohase  of  such 
Quantity  as  will  be  necessary  for  your  party,  as  it  might  be  impnK 
aent  to  come  forward  without  it. 

I  have  only  to  add,  y*  if  youmhouM  bo  at  the  place  of  Rendezvous 
before  us,  you  will  take  such  steps  as  will  best  secure  you  against 
disasters  of  any  kind. — All  thn  command,  however,  you  Ai^  to  ez» 
ercise  with  great  address,  &  let  it  appear  to  be  rather  the  effect  of 
advice  &  persuasion,  than  the  result  of  authority. 

To  Capt.  Wilson. 


Thomas  Okaiq  to  Pass.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Eastou;  July  22<,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  inclose  a  return  of  the  outstanding  fines  (except  twenty  five 
pounds  some  shillings  that  has  been  collected  in  the  sixth  Battalion 
and  pud  into  the  Treasury)  in  tha  first,  third,  fourth  and  sixth 
Battalions,  for  the  fall  1783,  «nd  of  the  first,  third,  and  sixth,  for 
the  Spring  1784, 1  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  return  for  the  Spring 
1784  of  the  fourth,  commanded  by  Colonel  Kean,  nor  any  of  the 
second  and  fifth,  commanded  by  Colonels  Beahm  and  Stroud. 

Doubtless  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council,  will  think 
me  wanting  ia  point  of  duty,  for  not  having  made  this  return  fully 
by  the  first  of  this  Instant,  but  flatter  myself  that%hen,  you  come 
to  consider  how  diffioull;  it  is  to  collect  them  from  the  different  parts 
of  the  Countv,  the  people  they  are  to  be  got  from,  and  that  I  am 
totally  unassisted  by.  prececding  examples,  you  wUl  I  hope  make 
just  allowance — for  permit  me  to  assure  your  Honorable  Body,  that 
I  have  done  everything  in  my  power,  except  that  of  putting  the  law 
in  fbioe,  aa4  th&t  should  have  been  done  before  this  time,  only  that 
I  waited  for  the  abstracts  of  the  outstanding  fines,  that  have  bee& 
delivered  to  the  Comptroller  Qeneral  by  my  predeeessoil^in  order 
to  make  the  business  of  the  collection  more  easy,  and  less  expensive* 
I  am  told  there  was  no  orders  issued  for  exercising  in  the  Spring  of 
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1788,  sod  tliAt  fthd  UUitfa  did  noi  •ftmnlb,  oouaqmidjr  ih«far  wilt 
not  be  aoj  leiurna  made  Uxt  that  period* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  all  due  esteem  and  respeot 

joar  Ezoellency's  most  obed* 

and  most  Hble  Serv^, 

THOB.  ORAia. 
JHrededf — On  pnUio  ServioB, 

His  Exoellenoj  John  DioktnsoDj  Eeqnirei  President  of  the  Bo- 
pieame  £zeeati?e  Coancil^  Phakdelpfaia. 


A  Betnna  of  the  fines  arising  from  Delinqnehte  in  Northafflptott 
Connty  on  the  different  days  of  exereiae  as  made  to  me  bj  the 
Commanding  Offieecs  of  Sattalions. 

Easton,  Jnlj  22<,  1784. 
For  Fall,  1783.  For  Spring,  1784! 

1«  Battalion,  £  24  6  0         

8<  Battalion,  106  15  0 

4'^  Battalion,  65  0  0 

6(»Battalion,i  92  5  0 

I  do  certify  that  the  above  retam  is  as  true  as  it  is  possible  for 
me  to  make  it,  ffom  the  ritnms  I  received  from  the  different  Com- 
manding officers  of  Battalions. 

THOS.  CRAia,  lien* 

Northampton  County. 


£14  0  0 
74  0  0 

il8*6  6 


Prss.  Diceiksok  to  Council  op  Cknsobs,  1784, 

In  Council,  Jnly  30, 1784. 
Sir,  ♦ 

Tkia  Board  proceeds  by  Ballot'*'  only  in  Etootions  to  Office. 

I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

&  humble  servant^ 

JOHN  mCKINSOir. 
JJiTtdecLf 

The  Hi^abje  Fred'k  A.lf  nblenburg.  President  of  the  Council 
of  Censors 

*  See  page,  802. 
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PfiBB.  JhcEUSBOJX  TO  MsssBS.  BoTD  &  Aemstboso,  1784. 

In  Connoil,  August  10^  1784. 
Gentlemen^ 

We  have  receiyed  your  Letter  bj  Captain  Sohott,  and  are  in 
Hopes,  that  when  the  Insurgents  are  convinced  of  the  determined 
ResoluUon  of  the  Government,  to  insist  upon  a  due  submission  to 
the  authority  of  the  people  of  Penn*,  they  will  desist  from  further 
Tiolences. 

As  soon  as  they  are  in  that  Disposition,  you  will  please  to  have 
the  proper  legal  steps  taken,  that  those  who  have  disturbed  the 
Peace,  of  whatever  party  they  are,  may  be  rendered  answerable  for 
their  Conduct.  It  shall  be  our  Endeavour,  as  it  is  our  Duty,  to 
impress  this  Principle,  that  it  is  extreme  folly  for  men  to  expect, 
they  shall  promote  their  real  Interests  by  a  Contempt  for  the  Laws 
of  their  Country. 

The  Fortifications  at  Wyoming  we  would  have  levelled  and  totally 
destroyed,  &  the  Cannon,  arms  removed  to  Sunbury,  t  their  safely 
deposited. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  great  Esteem  and  Regard, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
JHrectedy 
flonble  Jn*"  Boyd  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Armstrong. 


Comm'rs  op  thb  Cottnty  of  Philadblphia  to  Council, 

1784. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinsbn,  Esq',  President,  and  the  Hon^ 
ourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania. 

6eiitlem«D, 

The  Commissioners  having  been  applied  to  for  some  of  the  Iron 
wurk  of  the  Old  Goal,  whieh  induoea  na  to  examine  the  Laws  res- 
peoltng  the  Me  of  the  Old  Goal,  Work-house  and  house  of  Correo>« 
tton,  find  by  an  aot  passed  the  26*^  day  of  February,  1778fptff6  483. 
that  the  Commissioners  were  impowered  to  make  Sale  of  the  Ola 
QobI^  Soo.  By  a  Supplement  to  the  Aot  intitled  '*  An  Aot  for  erect* 
ing  a  New  Ooal,  Work-house  and  house  of  Correction,  in  the  City 
•f  Philadelphia,''  passed  1775,  page  523,  wherein  it  it  re^^Bd,  that 
the  Commissioners  were  impowered  by  the  first  mentioned  aot  to  sell 
the  Old  Goal  &c.  On  a  further  examination  of  the  Laws,  find  thai 
by  an  act  passed  the  28<^  dny  of  FeVy,  1780,  pa^  269,  in  the  third 
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SeoUon,  thai  the  power  of  makiDg  Sale  of  the  old  Gkml  &c.,  is  taken 
from  the  Commiaaioneni,  and  veeted  in  the  Supreme  Exeoative 
Gonacil,  which  puts  it  oat  of  the  Commissioners  power  to  give  the 
applyers  an  answer.  We  beg  the  fivour  of  Council  to  take  it  into 
consideration^  and  give  us  their  directions. 
We  are  Gentlemen 

Your  most  Obedient 

and  Yery  Hamb*«  ServantSy 

MICHAEL  SHUBERT. 
JOHN  J3R00KK.* 
Pbilad%  Ang«  12*S  1784. 
Directed^ 
His  Bxcelleney  John  Dickinson,  Esq'^  Preaidcnti  &o.  &c.  &c. 


Michael  Ryan  to  Council,  1784- 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Hon^**  the  Supreme  Ex: 

ecutive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Michael  Rjan^ 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  Tour  Memorialist  being  an  Inhabitant  of  this  State  very 
early  emoarked  in  the  Cause  of  America,  and  served  with  reputation 
in  many  Capacities,  as. he  can  elucidate  from  General  Washington's 
approbation  of  his  Conduct  when  he  left  the  Army  and  other  reapeo* 
table  Testimonials.  That  your  Memorialist  oontinued  in  the  said 
service  between  three  and  four  years  and  when  he  resigned  it  was 
owing  to  his  being  injured  in  his  Rank  from  an  accidental  appoint- 
ment which  then  took  place.  That  as  soon  as  your  Memorialist  left 
ihe  Service  of  the  United  States  he  was  immediately  thereupon 
appointed  Inspector  General  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  thus 
altogether  remained  in  the  Public  Service  as  a  Military  Character 
the  principal  part  of  the  Late  War.  That  your  Memorialist  obtained 
Certificates  for  his  depreciation  of  pay  from  the  Auditors  appointed 
under  the  act  of  assembly  in  that  case  made  and  provided  which  Certi- 
ficates have  been  long  since  transferred  and  negociated  as  Money 
Bona  fi3e  and  justly  due  to  him. 

That  a  Capias  ad  respondendum  has  now  issued  against  your  Meiso* 
rialiflt  to  recover  back  of  him  the  am^  and  value  of  the  said  Certifiesle 
(being  ab4kt  £647)  and  yonr  memorialist  is  now  in  the  Custody  of 
the  Sheriff  of  this  City  and  County.  That  your  MeuKM'ialist  oon« 
oeives  it  very  Cruel  after  dispojung  of  a  Gertifieftte  obtained  in  tunor 
nor  aforesaid  to  be  called  upon  to  refund  the  same. 

Your  Memorialist  eOnceiving  himself  very  much  injnnd  nndev 
these  circumstances  is  advis'd  to  apply  to  the  Hon^^*  Bouse  of 
Assembly  for  redress. 

*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  178. 
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He  therefore  in  the  meuitime  prays  yonr  Hon'ble  Board  wfll  be- 
Pleased  to  stay  and  Postpone  the  proceedings  against  him  and  make 
each  order  in  the  premises  as  to  your  Wisdom  may  seem  meet 
Yonr  Memorialist  will  ever  pray,  &c., 

M.  RYAN. ' 

Philadelphia,  Ang-  13%  1784. 
Indorsed^ 

See  act  for  settling  Deprec'on  Aects,  passed  13  April,  1780,  & 
Besolution  of  the  Oen*  Ass^  of  August  27, 1783.    Bead  in  Council 
17th  of  Augi,  1784,  and  rejected. 
J)irect€d^ 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  The  Hon'ble  The  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Shribbr  to  Pbss.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Lancaster,  Aag*^  16th,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  Council  having  appointed  me  to  the  Care  of  the  Barraeka, 
Public  Store-house  &  Powder  Magazine  in  this  Town,  I  beg  leave  to 
inform  them  that  one  of  the  Oable  Ends  has  lately  been  broke  down 
by  the  fall  of  a  Chimney  from  that  part  of  the  Barracks  which  was 
lately  sold,  this  accident  has  laid  open  some  of  the  Booms  and  will 
receive  much  injury  from  the  weather  indeed  the  whole  of  the  Bar^ 
racks  are  in  a  ruinous  situation  and  unless  a  new  roof  is  put  on  the 
whole  barracks  will  be  destroyed  in  a  Short  Time. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  h'ble  Serv*, 

JOHN  SHBIBEB. 


Pbbs.  Dickinson  to  Libut.  Col.  Habhbb,  1784. 

In  Council, 

August  14,  1784. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  our  {Oommunication  of  this  Day ;  You  will  proceed 
immediately  to  inlist  and  embody  three  Companies  of  Infontry,  Each 
consisting  of  seventy  Men,  and  fifty  Men  as  part  of  Artillery  Company. 

In  performing  this  service,  you  will  please  to  conform  strictly  to 
the  following  Bules : 

First — ^To  guard  against  Imposition,  every  Bccruit,  before  his 
Attestation  be  signed,  is  to  be  carefully  examined,  least  he  should 

Vol.  X— 14. 
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have  a  Bupiarei  fits,  or  some  other  Dieeaae,  which  may  render  lum 
incapable  of  performiog  ihe  more  active  Duties  of  a  soldier.  All 
Sttchy  and  alao^  all  persons  who  have  been  in  the  British  sarvioa  ai 
any  time  during  the  late  War^  and  also,  all  persons  who  have  been 
in  the  American  service  and  have  not  been  honorably  dischargedi 
are  to  be  absolutely  rejected,  and  those  of  the  best  Character^  both 
as  soldiers  &  Men,  to  be  selected. 

Secondly — ^When  an  unexceptionable  Becruit  shall  be  engagted, 
you  are  to  take  or  send  him  to  some  justice  of  the  Peace,  who  find- 
ing him  to  be  sober,  &  having  read  to  him  the  form  of  the  inlist> 
ment,  &  attestation  is  to  cause  the  recruit  to  sign  the  said  iolist- 
ment,  ft  then  administer  to  him  the  oath  herewith  inclosed 
dnplicate  of  which  attestation  and  iDlistment  the  justice  shall  wit- 
ness. Of  these  one  Copy  is  to  be  transmitted  to  this  Board,  Ae 
other  you  will  retain  in  your  own  hands. 

Thirdly — ^The  inclosed  form  of  inlistment  &  attestation  is  to  be 
invariably  observed. 

Fourthly — ^As  an  Encouragement  for  the  inligtment  of  such 
Becruit,  you  are  authoriaed  to  offer  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
the  Pay,  subsistence  &  Bations  heretofore  allowed  to  the  Troops  of 
The  United  States,  and  one  months  pay  after  the  Troops  are  em- 
bodied before  their  Maroli. 

Fifthly — Oooncil  expect  a  weekly  Beport  of  your  progress  in 
this  Business  till  it  be  concluded. 

I  am,  Sir, 
your  obedient 
&  hble.  Servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed, 

Lieutenant  Colondi  Josiah  Harmer. 

Acknowledgement  &  AttestaUon. 

I  acknowledge 

myself  to  be  &irly  k  truely  inlisted  in  the  Pennsylvania  Troops 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Josiah  Harmer  lor  the  space  of 
one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand  this  Day 

of  1784. 

Witness. 

I  do  swear 

to  be  true  &  faithful  to  the  United  States  of  America,  that  I  will 
faithfully  serve  them  in  the  Troops  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Josiah  Harmer  for  the  space  of  one  year  from  the 
Date  of  this  attestation  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  that  I  will  be 
obedient  to  the  orders  of  Congress  and  of  the  Committee  of  the 
State  in  the  Bcceas  of  Congress;  and  to  the  officers  who  are  or  shall 
bo  set  over  mc;  according  to  the  Bulee  &  Begulations  formed  for  the 
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govenuBeat  of  the  late  Army  of  tlia  United  States,  or  flwch  Rales 
and  BegalatioQs,  as  GoDgress  or  a  GommiUee  of  the  State  may 
form.    §0  help  Me. 

Sworn  before  Me 
a  Justice  of  the  Peaoe^  A.6. 

this        Day  of  1784. 


MoNS.  Ds  Mabbois  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

(Translation.) 

PhiUdelphia,  16  August,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  too  much  thank  your  Excellency  for  having  furnished 
me  with  an  opportunity  to  amend  the  mistake  of  the  Gopyist  in  the 
Letteri  which  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  on  the  8th  of  June 
last.*  It  is  so  palpable,  and  the  Sense  which  it  presents  so  contrary 
to  the  respect  which  I  profess  and  Owe  to  the  Supreme  Gouncil, 
that  I  am  really  grieved  at  not  haviog  sooner  had  an  opportunity  of 
transmitting  to  you  the  original  of  this  Letter. 

1  have  the  honour  to  send  you  an  exact  Copy  of  it,  and  I  beg 
you  to  consider  the  other  as  null  as  it  is  so  in  fact 

I  eagerly  embrace  this  opportunity  of  Requesting  you  Sir,  to 
assure  the  Council  of  my  unremitted  attention  to  whatever  may  con- 
tribute to  the  maintenance  of  the  Friendship  and  good  Understand- 
ing between  the  two  Nations^  and  of  the  satisftustion  which  I  feel  in 
meeting  with  the  same  dispositions  in  your  Excellency  aud  the 
Supreme  Council. 

I  am, 
with  respect  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 
Most  humble  and 
most  obd.  Servant, 

DE  MARBOIS. 


Lt.  Col.  Josuh  Habhab  to  Fbbs.  Diokznsok,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  August  16th,  1784. 
The  respectable  appointment,f  which  your  honorable  body  has 
been  pleased  to  confer  upon  me,  and  the  very  polite  maaner  in 
which  it  was  done,  lay  me  under  particular  obligations,  to  your  Sz- 

•   •  See  Col.  Kec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  T40. 

t  Lt.  Col.  Coxauandant  for  protection  of  K.  W.  firontiers.— Col.   B^e. 
XIV.  p.  171. 
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oellenoj  and  Comeil.  Isdeed,  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my 
feeling  upon  this  oooasion ;  I  shall  therefore  endeavoar,  by  a  steady 
attention  to  the  datles  of  this  appointment,  to  render  every  possible 
servioe  to  my  ooantry,  and  thereby  merit  the  approbation  of  yoor 
honorable  board. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yoar  Ezoellenc/s 

&  Coancils  most 

ob*  t  very  hble.  Servt., 

JOS.  HARMAR 
Dtreded, 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  t  The  Honorable  The 
Supreme  Exeoutive  Council,  Pennsylvania.    . 


Election  of  Gohmiss'es  to  bxaminb  the  Susqiiehanna, 

1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 
In  General  Assembly. 

Tuesday,  August  17, 1784.  A.  H.  , 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Commissioner  (in  the  room  of  William  Montgomery,- 
Esquire,  who  hath  resigned)  to  examine  the  navigation  of  the  Soa- 
quohanna  to  the  sources  of  the  same,  and  ascertain  as  near  as  cotive- 
nicDtly  may  be  where  the  northern  boundary  of  this  State  will  fall, 
particularly  whether  any  part  of  Lake  Erie  is  within  the  State  oC 
Pennsylvania,  &c.,  conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the  late  Assembly, 
passed  the  fi^enth  day  of  September  last,  when  the  ballots  being 
taken  it  appeared  that  Joseph  Montgoi^eiy,  Esquire,  was  duly 
elected. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass«  Clerk 

of  the  General  Assembly. 


Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Robert  Mobbis,  1784. 

In  Council,  August  19, 1784. 
Sir, 

.r  Colonel  Harmar  has  this  morning  reported  to  ns,  that  yon  do  not 
think  yourself  empowered  to  famish  the  sums  requisite  for  subsisting 
the  Quota  of  Troops  required  from  this  Commonwealth  by  the  Beso-. 
Itttion  of  Congress  of  the  third  Day  of  June  last,  and  that  therefore 
he  cannot  proceed  in  enlisting  the  Men,  tho'  numbers  have  offarcd. 
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•  Bjr  the  sevonth  of  the  6aid  BesoluiioBs  ii  is  direoted,  <<  That  the 
SuperiDtendant  of  the  Finaooee  of  the  United  Statee  take  order  for 
fornifthiag  on  the  Warrant  of  the-SeereUry  of  the  War  Office,  the 
aoms  requisite  for  carrying  the  foregoing  Besolntion  into  e&ot/' 

Conformably  to  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of  this  Besolation  the  Qea- 
eral  Assembly  has  by  the  Late  Law  founded  on  the  beforementf oned 
Act|  ordered,  <<  that  the  psy.  Rations  &  subsiitenoe  oi  the  officers  & 
Men  shall  be  the  sapie  as  have  been  heretofore  allowedi  provided  snoh 

ry,  Rations,, Subsistence  &  other  Expenses  of  raiaingi  supporting 
maintaining  the  said  Troops  be  furnished  by  the  United  States.'' 
We  are  of  opinionj  that  this  State  ought  only  to  ftumisb  and  not  to 
feed  the  Men';  &  we  should  be  extremely  sorry,  that  after  such 
prompt  &  aealous  Exertions  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  for  acoom« 
plbhing  the  Intentions  of  Congress,  the  whole  Plan  should  be  now 
defeated  by  a  Construction  put  upon  their  Expressions  by  any  of 
their  own  officers. 

J.  D .♦ 
Directed^ 
To  the  Hon.  Bobert  S(orri0,  Esq.,  Superintendant  of  Finanoea. 


BoBSBT  MoB&is  TO  Pabs.  Dicioksok,  1784. 

Office  of  Finance,  19  August^  1784. 
Sir, 

I  had  just  now  the  Honor  to  receive  your  Excellenc/s  Letter 
dated  in  Council  of  this  Bay.  '  I  had  the  Pleasure  of  a  Conversation 
with  Coh  Harmar  tl»s  Morning :  In  the  Course  of  it  I  expressed 
my  opinion  that  as  the  United  States  had  made  a  Call  for  Militia 
they  could  hardly  have  had  it  in  Contemplation  to  pay  any  expences 
of  raising  Recruits  or  of  supportinir  them  until  af^r  they  should  be 
assembled  in  Readiness  to  obey  Orders  to  be  issued  by  Authority  of 
Congress.  I  took  Occadom  also  to  observe  that  the  States  of  Con- 
necticut, New  York  and  New  Jersey  being  at  a  Distanee  from  the 
Public  Treasury  could  not  apply  for  Money  to  defray  the  like  Ex- 
pences should  they  pursue  the  same  Mode  of  furnishing  their 
respective  Quotas. 

Since  the  Receipt  of  your  Excellenc/s  Iietter,  beingapprehensive 
lest  the  Construction  I  had  ventured  to  put  upon  the  Expressions  of 
Congress  should  be  contrary  to  their  Intentions,  I  had  Recourse  to 
the  printed  Journal  and  am  raiher  confirmed  in  my  former  Idea. 
For  I  find  that  a  motion  was  made  to  add  the  following  Clause. 
'<  That  where  the  Laws  of  any  State  will  not  admit  of  their  Militia 
'*  being  calle^out  on  the  terms  prescribed  in  the  foresroing  Resolu- 
'^  tions  such  nitate  may  be  permitted  to  engage  the  Quota  of  Men 

»  Col.  Beo.  Vol.  Xir.,  p.  M2. 
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^  nmmeA  ii,  in  saeh  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  tihall  direet/' 
And  I  And  that  this  Motion  was  set  aside  by  the  preTions  Question. 
I  shall  not  pretend  to  enqaire  whether  the  Aef  of  jonr  Legislatnie 
is  or  is  not  oonformaUe  to  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of  the  serenth  Reso- 
kidon  iraoted  in  yonr  Exoellenoy's  Letter.    I  hare  great  Respeot 
for  the  Wiedom  of  the  honorable  Assemblyi  I  entertain  a  jost  Sense 
of  the  pronpt  and  lealoos  Exertions  made  on  the  Part  of  Pensilra- 
nia,  and  I  should  feel  muoh  Regret  if  the  Plan  were  defeated.     My 
Oonstrootion  of  the  seventh  Be«>lotion  is  oontained  in  the  answer  of 
this  Date  to  a  Letter  of  Teeterday  from  the  Secretary  in  the  War 
Offiee  of  both  whiok  I  have  the  Honor  to  endose  Copies. 
With  all  possible  Respeet 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
SiTy  Tour  Elzoellenoy's 

most  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 
Directed,  ROB"  MORRIS. 

His  Exeellenoy  the  Preadent  of  PensilTania. 

indanedf 

Read  20th  Aug»,  1784,  &  considered.  Upon  which  Col*  Harmar 
was  directed  to  apply  to  the  Sec'ry  of  the  War  Office.* 

No.1. 
Jos.  Garleton  to  Robert  Morris,  1784. 

War  Office^  August  18th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Officers  lately 
appointed  by  the  Executive  of  Pennsyl*,  have  Ordem  finmi  their 
Gommandiog  Officer  to  proceed  immediately  on  the  recruiting  Busb> 
ness,  who  has  made  Choice  of  Philadelphia  and  lAnoaster  as  the 
fittest  place  for  the  Rendesvous  of  the  Rcwaruita.  As  Provisions  will 
be  immediately  wanted  for  their  Support^  I  beg  Imvo  to  suggest  tho 
expediency  of  temporary  Contraots  being  forn^  At  these  Posts  for 
the  Supply  of  the  Troops  as  they  are  enlbted. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obed^  Servant, 
JHrecied,  (Signed.)        JOS.  OARLEION. 

Hoflf^Ue  Robert  Morris. 

No.  2. 
Robert  Monris  to  Joseph  Carleton,  1764. 

Office  of  Finance,  19th  Aug^,  1784. 
Sir,  0 

I  have  received  your  Favor  of  the  eighteenth.    lam  clearly  of 
Opinion  t^at  it  is  always  best  to  supply  RaUons  by  Contract     Toa 
•  8ee  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  182. 
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wiB  obserw  thai  i^y  the  Aoi  of  Congress  of  the  third  of  Jane  last, 
I  am  directed  to  4ke  Order  for  funuBhiog  on  your  Warraata  the 
Soms  neeessary  for  oarrytiSg  their  Resolutions  into  Effect.  Not 
conoeiving  myself  Authorised  by  this  Act  to  form  any  Judgment 
either  on  the  Amount  or  on  the  Applicatioa  of  the  Bums  in  Qassticni 
I  can  only  say  in  answer  to  your  Letter,  that  the  Warrants  yoa  may 
think  proper  to  Issue  shall  meet  due  Honor* 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  &  Hum*  Sery^i 

Signed;        HOB'  MORSIS. 

Directed, 

Joseph  CarletoD;  Esq*,  Secretary  in  the  War  Ofllce. 


Resolution  of  Genkral  Assembly,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Friday,  August  21, 1784.    A.  M. 

The  Teport  of  the  eomttittee  read  yesterday,  on  the  Memorial  of 
one  of  the  Oomaiesioners  appointed  to  examine  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Susquehanna  to  the  sources  of  the  same,  Ac.,  was  read  tin 
second  time ;  whereupon 

Besolved,  that  an  Order  bo  drawn  by  the  President  in  Council  on 
the  State  Treasurer,  in  &vor  of  William  Maday,  Esquire,  for  seven- 
ty three  pounds^  to  be  applied  for  defraying  the  necessary  ditbnra^ 
ments  of  the  said  Oommissionen,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  objects 
of  their  appointment,  and  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  said  William 
Maolay  Esquire. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass'  Olerk 

of  the  General  Assembly.* 

Lt.  Ck>L.  John  Abmstbokg  to  Council,  1784. 
Siri 

By  a  letter  from  Ool*  Harmer  I  find  your  Excellency  &  Oomieil 
have  been  pleased  to  Honor  me  with  su  appointment  in  the  Gonli- 
nental  Reg<  under  his  command.  After  acknowledgments  to  your 
Excellency  ft  Council  for  their  oonfidenoe,  beg  leave  to  observe  that 
I  feel  myself  hurt  in  being  only  appointed  as  Ensign  after  having 
served  as  Lieutenant  in  the  Continental  Army  since  the  11*^  Sep- 
tember, 1777,  and  lately  Honoured  by  Congress  with  a  Captains 
Commission  by  Brevet  ft  while  1  except  my  present  appointment 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  182. 
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liope  your  Ezoellenoj  &  CaanoQ  will  gire  me  that  nidc  I  held  in 
the  Gonttnental  army.        I  am  with  every  Respeet 

your  Ezoelleneys  bm*  eerv^y 

JOHN  A&M8TB0NQ  « 
Sanbury;  24th  Angost,  1784. 

His  Ezeellency  John  Diekinson,  Philadelphia. 
Gapt.  Qreen. 

Lt.  Col.  Habmab  to  Pbbs.  DioEiirsoKy  1784. 

Philadelphia,  Angost  2&S  1784. 
Sir, 

As  it  is  necessary  that  the  officers  previons  to  reoeiying  their 
commissions  should  have  taken  the  Oath  of  allegiance  to  the  State. 
I  can  certify  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Hooorable  Council  that 
Captains  Pinney,  Douglass,  Ziegler  &  McCurdy,  likewise  Lieut* 
Herbert  &  Doyle,  &  the  Surgeon  McDowell  have  already  taken  it. 
The  other  officers  I  cannot  certify  to,  but  have  not  the  least  doubt, 
but  the  Oath  has  been  taken  by  them. 

Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Couodl  may  be  aonred  that 
previous  to  my  delivering  them  their  commissions;  I  will  be  well 
oonvinoed  that  every  one  shall  have  taken  the  Oadu 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  Esteem 
ft  Respect,  Tour  Excellency's  ft  the 
Honble  Councils  most  obt.  Servt, 
DirecUd,  JOS.  HABMAR. 

His  Exoellency,  President  Dickinson  ft  The  Honorable  CounciL 


Report  ft  Resolutions  of  General  Asbemblt,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania.   In  General  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  August  25, 1784.— A.  M. 

The>eport  of  the  committee  read  August  .23,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  adopted  as  follows,  (viz :) 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  several  papers  relating 
to  Indian  affiiirs,  with  directioos  to  confer  with  the  Supremia  Execu^ 
tive  Council  j  beg  leave  to  report  as  the  joint  opinion  of  that  Board 
and  your  committee. 

That  weighty  reasons  have  occurred  in  favour  of  the  design  for 
holding  a  conference  with  the  Indians  on  the  part  of  this  State,  and 
if  under  the  present  situation  of  Continental  affairs,  that  measure 
can  be  conducted  on  sure  ground  and  without  too  unlimited  an  ex- 
pense, it  ought  to  take  place  and  be  rendered  as  effectual  as  this 
House  can  make  it,  under  whose  auspices  a  foundation  would  be 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  XIY.  p.  188. 
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Ums.laid  of  onentitl  and  datable  advantagea  to  the  puUio,  bj  ez- 
tendin^  population,  satiBfyiDff  our  offioen  and  scldiera  in  ngard 
to  tbeir  donation  lands  and  depreciation  certificates,  restoring  that 
ancient  friendly  and  profitable  intercourse  with  the  Indians  and 
goardittg  against  all  occasions  of  war  with  them. 

These  are  the  obiccts  to  be  attained,  truly  interesting  and  so  well 
adapted  to  insnre  the  attention  of  Uiis  House,  that  jonr  oomnnttee 
offer  the  following  resolutions.  • 
1st.  Resolyed  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authorised  and 
requested  to  prepare  a  present  of  Nino  -thousand  dollars  worth  of  such 
goods,  merchandize  and  trinkets  as  are  known  to  be  very  acceptable 
among  the  Indians,  to  be  given  them  in  case  a  purchase  is  cdndudcd, 
but  as  part  of  the  consideration  of  such  a  bargain ;  And  that  the  said 
|[oods  be  carefully  forwarded  wherever  the  commissioners  may  direct, 
and  the  above  sum,  and  any  further  supply,  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  pounds  that  Council  may  think  necessary  for  the  said  Com- 
missioners contingent  ezpencesshall  be  drawn  by  the  President  in 
Qoumcil  from  the  State  Treasurer ;  the  said  Commissionera  to  be 
iUsoountable  for  such,  sum  as  thoy  shall  receive. 

2dly.  Resolved,  it  is  the  sbnse  of  this  House  that  should  tho 
Continental  Indian  treaty  be  delayed,  the  Commissioners  on  tbo 
part  of  this  State,  shall  notwithstanding  proceed  and  call  together 
the  Indians  who  claimed  the  unpurchased  territory  within  the  limits 
of  this  State,  particularly  the  Six  Nations,  Delawares  and  Shawaoese 
for  the  purpose  of  finally  purchasing  the  said  territory  agreeable  to 
ancient  usage. 

Sdly.  Reived,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  requested 
to  furnish  such  further  instructions  to  the  Indian  Commissioners  as 
shall  appear  from  time  to  time,. conducive  to  the  good  purposes  ex- 
plained in  the  foregoing  resolutions.  . 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
J.  SHALLDS, 
Ass*  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Pbbs.  Dickinson  to  Lt.  Ool.  A&mstkong,  1784. 

In  Council,  August  27, 1784. 
Sir,     . 

It  is  the  sense  of  Council,  that  until  further  Measures  can  bo 
pursued,  the  Wheat  lately  reaped  on  the  disputed  Lands  should  be 
secured  for  the  use  of  the  persons  who  sowed  the  same ;  and  we 
desire,  that  you  will  immediately  sive  strict  directions  for  this  pur- 
pose.  I  am  with  great  Esteem  Sir, 

your  most  obit,  Servt., 
Directedj  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Lieut*  Col.  Armstrong. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  186. 
14* 
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List  of  Goods  neoemry  towards  effecting  the  pavchase  of  Ols 
impiinhased  Tenitory  witmn  Uie  State  of  Pean*. 

201  Casks  Gunpowder,  '    .        .        .        .        .  jed2  10  0 

1  Ton  Barr  Lead^ 44  00  d 

2  Gross  Thimbles, 17  0 

2  ditto  Jews  Harp t?    4  0 

2  ditto  Morrioe  Bells 9  00  0 

5  doi.  pieees  jellowi  green  and  porple  Bibbani    .  85  00  0 

6  laeoes  embossed  Slannel,  •  27  10  G 
80  pieces  Best  London  Strond,  .  .  266  00  0 
80  ditto  Best  Fieneh  Match  Goats,      .  887  10  0 

10  ditto  Blankets, 78  10  0 

20  pieees  Half*thicks,  pnrple  A  WUte  nap,  .  90  00  « 

60  doi.  White  Baffled  shirts,               .        .        .  525  00  0 

5  Dob.  Laoed  Ha^ 105  00  0 

SO  doi.  Knives^ 17  10  0 

10  dos.  Hatchets, 12  10  0 

10  doi.  Pipe  Tomahawks, 20  00  ^ 

12  doi.  Looking  Glasses,  (2  Sises.)      .  12  00  0 

2  H.  Awl  Blades, 0  10  0 

5  M.  Needles^ 1  15  0 

10.  Vermillion, «   56    5  0 

50  Bifles, 800  00  0 

60  M.  Wampom,  80  Black,  80  White.        •        .  90  OO  Q 

12  doi.  Silver  Arm  Bands,                   .        .        .  217  16  a 

12 ii*  Wristbands, 124  00  0 

60  ditto  Broaches,      •  86  00  ft 

2  ditto  Goigets, 84    4  a 

12  ditto  Nosebobs, 12  00  Oi 

12  ditto  Hair  pipes, 87  16  0 

12  ditto  Bings, 9  00  0 

6  Pieces  Scarlet  Broad  Cbth,    ....  180  00  0 
1001b  Brass  Wire, 16  10  0 

20  doi.  Silk  Handkerchiefs,        .                          .  60  00  0 

20  ditto  pieces  Oalicoe, 80  00  0 

4  doi.  Saddles  and  Bridles,        .        .  180  00  0 

1000  Flints  or  1  Kegg, 1  10  0 

1  Groce  Shears,        .                 .        .  7  10  0 

1  ditto  Sdssars, 6  00  0 

1  ditto  Horn  Gombs,  2    8  0 

1  I^ory, 10  00  0 

12  ditto  MiHrrice  Bdls,  (Error.)  9  00  0 

1  Hhd.  Tobacco,               85  00  0 

2p  doi.  Pipes,  (Moravian.)                   ,        .        .  5  00  0 

20  ditto  Galicoe  Shirts, 160  00  0 
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50  lb.  Thread,,  (aotted.) 


500  lb.  Brass  Kettles,  in  nests,  (complete.) 

100  IK  SmaU  WhUf  Beads, 
12  Groce  Scarlet  &  Star  Oarteringi 
12  ditto  areen  ft  jpeUow  Bed  lace, 
SHhdflBiUD, 


35  00  0 
75  00  0 
25  00  0 


60  00  0 


Aug.  28,  1784.* 


Prbb  Diokikson  to  Lt.  Gol.  Armstrong^  1784. 

In  Coimeil,  Aiigast  80, 1784. 
Sir,    < 

*  We  bave  received  your  Letter  of  tbe  24tb  Instantt  with  tbe  in- 
closares,  t  bave  tbis  Day  pat  tbcm  into  tbe  Hands  of  a  Committee 
of  tbe  General  Assembly. 

Tbat  Committee  is  appointed  for  tbe  purpose  of  bringing  in  a  Bill 
to  prevent  %By  Intem^tion  by  suit  of  Certiorari  or  otber  wnt,  to  legal 
proceedings  for  restoring  forthwitb  to  tbe  persons  wbo  were  viojentlv 
dispossessed  in  May  I^t  the  Lands  &  Tenements  which  they  then 
occupied. 

This  Measure  is  adopted  in  Conformity  to  tbe  sentiments  of  tbe 
Board  &  tbe  Chief  Justice,  as  well  aa  of  tbe  Legislative  Branch  of 
government,  and  tbe  Insurgents  may  be  convinced  by  considering 
Sie  oboumstanoes  existing  at  the  Time  when  it  was  adopted,  tbat 
notbiuff  but  a  Regard  for  Equity  ban  proQipted  it.  If  tney  repeat 
their  violences,  they  will  at  length  render  themselves  answerable  to 
public  Justin  for  so  many  offenoes,  that  they  must  eipect  a  very 
different  treatment,  which  it  is  in  the  Power  of  tbis  Comnoftwealtk 
to  inflict  at  the  Instant  when  it  is  in  her  InoUnation. 

We  therefore  desire  that  yoo  will  order  tbe  men  wbo  are  collected 
at  Bowman's  Creek,  immediately  to  disperse;  ft  t^ infqrm  theoL 
and  others  what  will  be  the  Consequences  to  themseWes  if  tki^j 
continue  to  disturb  tbe  Peace  of  the  State. 

Captain  Boyd  proposes  to  set  off  for  Wyoming  in  a  D«y  or  two, 
who  will  bring  more  partioulac  Intelligenee. 

I  am  with  a  very  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

your  mont  obedt.  and  Hbble.  Servi 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Armstrong. 

*  See  Coi  Ree.,  Yoj.  XIV,,  p.  186.        f  Bee  page  S17. 
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Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  Paca  of  Mabyland,  1784. 

In  Connoil,  Philad^hia,  Angcuit  80fch,  1784. 
Sir, 

When  we  bad  thehonor  of  Toeernng  frora  the  Oooncil  of  year 
Staite  the  Letter  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  April  last,  W«  referred  the 
afiiair  therein  mentioned  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court*,  not 
doubting,  but  it  would  be  conducted  according  to  the  constant 
usage  in  similar  Cases  between  this  State  and  the  States  of  New 
Jersey  and  Delaware. 

The  Chief  Justice  and  Judge  Bosh  have  communicated  to  us  the 
Objections  that  have  arisen. 

To  expedite  the  Busineto,  .We  hare  sent  the  BesDor  Mr.  Joseph 
Bullfinch,  and  request  that  Mr.  Henry  Carberry  may  be  immedi* 
ately  delivered  into  hia  Guatody  at  the  limits  of  Maryland  and  of 
this  State,  in  order  that  he  may  be  brought  into  this   County,  and 
tried  for  the  offence  with  which  he  has  been  charged. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  Esteem  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKTNSON. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  William  Paca,  Esquire,  Oovemor  of  the  State  of 
Maryland. 


InSTRUOTIONS  to   ObHIf'Kfl  FOR  TBSATtNa  WITH  THB 

Indians,  1784. 

In  Council,  Philada.^  August  31st,  1784. 
<}entlenei>| 

As  soon  as  yon  reoeive  infornMtton  of  the  time  and  place  where 
the  Continental  Treaty  shall  be  held  with  the  Indians,  yon  will 
consider  it  your  duty  to  attend  the  same  with  ye  ntntost  punetnality 
and  for  your  belter  infermation  on  this  subject  it  will  be  advisable 
to*  correspond  with  some  of  the  Continental  Commissioners. 

We  in^ose  a  Copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  26th  Instantf  by  which  you  will  perceive  the  sesse  of  the 
Legislature  on  th^  suljeot  of  your  Commission. 

You  will  ehose  the  most  favourable  opportunity  of  signifying  to 
the  Indians  your  Intention  of  purchasing  ye  unpurchased  Territory 
within  ye  Limits  of  Penna.  &  produce  at  the  same  time  your  Com- 
mission for  that  purpose,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  Conti* 
nental  Commisssonen  will  readily  yield  yon  every  possible  aid  in 

*  See  page  74,  292.  •  See  page  818. 
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your  negooiations  oo  the  part  of  this  State,  you  will  therefore  be 
particularly  careful  on  your  aide,  to  facilitate  as  far  as  you  oau,  the 
important  buainefls  which  the  United  States  haye  committed  lo 
Ihem 

In  negociating  with  the  Indians  you  will  regulate  yonr  conduct  by 
the  principles  of  Justice  as  well  as  the  most  exact  Economy,  ob« 
taining  credit  for  the  Goods  wh.  you  may  deliver  having  the  Deed 
of  purchase  dnely  executed  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  fixing  the 
balance  yt  shall  remain  due,  which  balance  should  be  in  goods 
rather  than  moneyi  as  such  intercourse  may  be  the  means  of  reviving 
a  Trade  with  the  several  Tribes  interested ;  and  in  this  respect,  you 
may  depend  ou  the  fiuth  of  Government  for  (discharging  any  con- 
tracts which  shall  be  made  by  you. 

In  all  your  deliberations  with  the  Indians  you  will  use  your  ut- 
most endeavors  to  conciliate  their  aflfections  and  ^in  their  confidence 
rather  than  irritate  their  tempers  or  provoke  their  j^esentments. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  very  great  Regard, 
your  obedient  and  humble,  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON  * 
Indorsed, — August  Slst,  1784.  To  the  Honble.  Samuel  J.  Allee, 

Esqr.,  Wm.  Maclay  and  Francis  Johnstcm,  Esq. 

MbN  shut  up  IK  THE  GARRISON  AT  WtOMIKG,  1784. 

List  of  the  Men  who  have  been  shut  up  in  the  Garrison  at  Wyoming 
with  t^e  Subscribers  and  the  Numbers  of  Arms  &  amuni.  Public  & 
private  property.  ^ 

Luke  Brodhead,  Jacob  Woodcock, 

James  Melvin,  Kichard  Woodcock| 

Daniel  McLaskey,  James  Culver, 

Joseph  Gavana,  Iseah  Culler, 

Joseph  Marshall,  Preserved  Cooley, 

Abm.  Courtrighft,  Peter  Tajlor, 

Elisha  Courtright,  Silas  Taylor,  ^ 

John  Courtright,  Ebenezer  Taylor, 

Ezekel  Schoonover,  Benj.  Hillman, 

Peter  Cursau,  William  Sims, 

Saml.  Vangorder,  William  McKinnoy, 

Enos  Raodle,  William  Miller, 

Laurenoe  Kinney,  •  John  Hillman, 

Garret  Shoemaker,  Jun.  Alex.  Hoover, 

Jacob  Tilberry,  Abm.  Hammond, 

Abm.  Tilberry,  Alex.  Strickland, 

Peter  Stagg,  Jacob  Van  Horn, 

*  A  Treaty  was  held  with  the  Indians  &  a  purchase  made  at  Fort  Stan- 
wiz,  Oct.  23d,  1784.    See  Smith's  Laws,  Vol.  U,  p.  123. 
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OeorgB  Yomaii| 
John  PtnfeUy 
Daniel  Sw«rlz, 
Joseph  BiffgerSi 
John  BoveSTnd, 
Greorgo  l^ner, 
Edwftid  Oavana, 
G^arrait  Shoemakeri 
Jamea  Stagg, 
Hiebard  Savage, 
Lanrenoe  Otboorne, 
Patriok  DnnieTey, 
Joeeph  King, 
Nioholaa  Brink| 
Jnba, 


Jacob  Oramer, 
Jacob  Klync, 
David  McCartney, 
John  Lasley, 
Sobort  Gbrkv 
Oabrial  Ogden, 
George  Tanner  Jnnr., 
Joee^  Montaney, 
James  Covert, 
John  Potmae, 
Jamea  Johnston, 
Sphm.  Van  Onnan^ 
Isaac  Van  Orman, 
John  Van  Orman, 
Henry  Wynn, 
Obediah  Walker, 

2FonrPonnderB, 
1  Swivel, 
1  Wall  Piece,    . 
98  stand  of  arms, 
83  stand  of  ArmS| 
1  Box  of  Cartridges, "^ 

We  the  subscribers  do  Certify  npon  our  Honor,  that  the  above  is 
an  cKact  and  tme  Return  of  the  Men,  arms  &  ammunstioii  that  were 
in  Fort  Dickinson  on  the  arrival  g(  the  Commissionera  from  the 
Bnpr.  Executive  Connoil  of  Pennsylvank  at  this  place. 

ALEX.  PATTERSON, 
B.  W.  BALL, 
SAM.  REED, 
A  HENDERSON. 
Wyoming,  August  8th,  1784. 


State  Property, 

ditto. 
Private  property. 
Public  property. 
Private  property. 
State  property. 


I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  ft  the  Honorable 
Council,  a  statement  of  the  troops  at  present ;  since  this  return  baa 
been  made,  several  more  men  have  been  recruited' — I  imagine  my 
Total  is  about  100.— I  have  just  rec'ed  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Ziegler 
dated  Aug*  24'' — wherein  his  success  ia  but  very  trifling  as  yet. 
1  have  the  hpnor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  es^em  ft  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  ft  tho 

Hon^>«  Council's  most  ob*  Serv*, 
JOS.  HARMAR,  Col.  Com*. 
Saturday  noon,  August  28<S  1783. 
His  Ex^  Jn*"  Dickinson,  ft  The  Hon'^*  Counoil. 
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Rbpobt  09  THS  Ambbicak  Regiicbnt,  1784. 

Bepori  of  iIm  Ameriosn  Regtmeni  mnder  the  oommand  of  L*  Oolonet 
Jonah  Hannar— Gampi  Western  Heights  ef  Sohnjkill;  Augost 
28%  1784. 


Companies. 

i 

t 

s 

J 

< 

1 

g 

■B 

1 

1 
1 

Eemarka, 

CapUm  Dauglasa 

22 

1 

1 

1 

25 

. 

Infantry, 
Captain  Finney 

30  ' 

3 

33 

9 

•< 

CapUin  Zieglcr 

Noacc^-jetofhlfigacoeftfl- 

Captain  McCurdj 

21 

1 

22 

Total 

73 

1 

5 

1 

80 

« 

Attest, 
STEWART  HERBERT,  L*  &  Adj. 


JOS.  HARMAB. 
L^  Gol.  Gob*. 


Sir. 


Instructions  to  Thomas  Proctor,  Shbripf,  1784. 

In  Council,  September  1'*,  1784. 

Inclosed  is  a  Letter  for  the  Qovemor  of  Marylandy^  demanding 
M'  Henrj  Carberry  to  be  immediately  delivered  to  M**  Samuel  Bul!^ 
finch,  deputized  by  you  for  the  Purpose  of  receiving  and  conveying 
him  to  the  new  Goal  in  thb  City,  to  be  tried  for  the  Offence  with 
which  he  is  charged. 

*  See  page  826. 
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Ton  will  give  Orders  to  M'  Bollfinch  to  obtain  a  Deputation  from 
the  Sheriff  of  Chester  Cpqntj,  for  ooDteyiog  the  PriwHier  through 
that  County,  &  to  use  the  utmost  Care  &  Diligence  in  bringing  him 
np.  We  expect  U '  BulUfadch  will  eonyej  our  Letter  withont  Loos 
of  Time  to  Gov  Paea. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moBt  obed*  serv*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Thomas  Porter^  Esquire,  Sheriff  of  the  Citj  &  County  of  Phila- 
delphia. 


Gov.  Paoa,  op  Md.,  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Annapolisi  5*^  September/  IIM. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  30^  August  by 
M'  Bullfinch.* 

The  President  of  our  Council  wrote  you  on  the  29*^  April,,  that 
Captain  Carberry.had  been  arrested  and  Recognized  by  our  Judges 
to  appear  at  our  General  Court  to  be  held  on  the  Second  Tuesday  ini 
May :  By  our  Laws,  our  Courts  have  Jurisdiction,  and  may  try  our 
Citizens  for  Treason  committed  in  any  of  the  States  against  this  or 
any  of  the  United  States,  and  Carberry's  Offence  was  conceived  to 
be  of  a  treasonable  Nature :  But  Congress  having  recommended  that 
he  should  be  sent  to  your  State,  where  the  Offences  were  committed, 
and  the  Confederation  making  it  a  matter  of  Right  that  the  Offender 
should  be  tried  where  the  Offence  was  committed,  if  he  should  be 
demanded  by  the  Governor  or  Executive  Power,  our  Court  did  not 
proceed  on  the  Afiair,  but  held  M*"  Carberry  in  Custody,  eipecting 
him  to  be  demanded  according  to  the  Confederation,  on  the  above 
Notification  from  the  President  of  the  Arrest  and  Offence  charged ; 
the  Court  sat  almost  a  Month,  and  no  Demand  being  made,  they 
took  his  Recognizance  to  appear  at  their  next  General  Court,  which 
will  be  held  the  second  Tuesday  in  October  next. 

When  I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  writing  to  your  Judges,  on  the 
20'^  May,  our  Court  was  then  sitting,  and  Mr.  Carberry  was  in  Cus* 
tody  ready  to  be  delivered  up. 

1  have  given  the  above  Detail  in  order  to  account  for  not  having 
Mr.Carbmry  on  the  spot  to  deliver  up  to  your  Officer,  Mr.  Bullfinch. 

Mr.  Carbury  shall  be  immediately  informed  of  your  Demand,  and 
I  have  every  Reason  to  think  he  will  voluntarily  attend  your  Judgca 
and  surrender  himself  up.  If  he  does  not,  our  Judges,  on  his  ap- 
pearance at  the  next  General  Court,  will  deliver  him  up  to  the  £x- 

•  Bee  page  822--al80,  201. 
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eentive,  who  irill  forward  him  to  the  LimitB  of  this  State,  giving 
your  EzoeUency  previous  Notioe  of  the  Time  and  plaoe^  so  tint  joor 
Officers  may  meet  oar's  and  receive  him  into  Custody.  * 

With  great  regard, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Tonr  Excellency's 

most  obedient  hnmble  servanty 

W^  PACA. 

DtteeUdj 

His  Bzcellency  John  Dickinson,  Bsq'. 

Mr.  Bnlfinch.  ^ 

I 

PrES.  DiOEIKSON  to    CoMMISSIONBRS    fob    TBE^inKa  WITH 

Ihdiaus,  1784. 

In  Conncil,  September  4tli|  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  are  not  informed  of  any  Instructions  given  by  Congress  to 
their  Commissioners  concerning  a  Restoration  of  prisoners.  This 
object  appearins  important  to  us,  We  desire  that  you  may  apply  to 
the  Continental  Commissioners,  represent  the  propriety  of  the 
Measure,  and  strenuously  endeavour  that  all  prisoners  taken  by  the 
Indians'  during  the  late  War,  may  be  restored. 
I  am,  with  great  Esteem, 
«  Gentlemen,  &o. 

Samuel  John  Atlee,  William  Maclayft  Francis  Johnson,  Esquire 


Col.  Fbancis  Johnston  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philad*,  Sep.  7, 1784.  , 
Sir, 

In  conformity  to  your  Bxcell/s  Letter  of  the  4th  Instant,  I  made 
application  to  Arthur  Lee,  Esq',  One  of  the  Continental  Com'%  for 
information  touching  a  restoration  of  Prisoners,  and  find  Congress 
have  given  him  and  his  Colleagues  particular  instructions  on  that 
subject,  as  will  appear  from  Mr.  Lee's  letter  to  me  of  yesterday, 'A 
Copy  of  which  I  have  the  Honor  to  inclose. 
I  am  your  Excellency's 

most  Obed*  Hble.  Servant, 

FRA'S  JOHNSTON. 
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AKTHim  Lbk  to  OoIi.  Fbancis  Jobksiof,  1784. 

The  Hon"  CoP  Johnston. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  yoor  enqniriea  tonching  the  restoring  of  snch 
Pnsonen  being,  Citiiens  of  the  United  States,  as  may  bo  in  the 
hands  of  the  Indians,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  the  Com- 
missioners firom  Congress  ate  instmoted  to  demand  a  restoration  of 
them  all.  In  conformity  to  this  instruction,  the  Commissioners  hate 
desired  in  their  Messnages,  that  all  prisoners,  White  ft  Black,  may 
be  brought  to  the  places  of  treating  to  be  delivered  up,  as  a  proof 
of  the  sincere  disposition  of  the  Indians  to  establisn  peace  and 
friendship.  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  very  great  esteem, 

8',  Your  Obt  Servt, 

(signed)  ARTHUB  LEE. 
A  Copy— rigned 

ALBX.  CAMPBELL,  Seo'y. 

Directed^ — Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  in  Council. 


Rbsoltttions  op  Council  of  Cbnsobs,  1784. 

In  the  Council  of  Censors, 

September  7th,  1784— H.  M. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Bryan  seconded  by  Mr. w 

Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Honorable 
the  Council  of  the  State,  be  requested  to  furnish  the  following 
papers,  vig*, 

Governor  Trumbull's  Letter  to  the  President  and  Council  men- 
tioned in  the  Message  to  the  House  of  19th  January,  1784. 

Copy  of  Colonel  Zebulon  Butler  and  others  memorial  to  the 
Honorable  Congress,  dated  11th  November  last 

Copy  of  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Assembly  of  Connectieut, 
concerning  the  settlers,  west  of  Delaware  &o.,  dated  last  &U^  men- 
tioned in  Journals  of  the  General  Assembly  of  February  14th,  1781. 
Copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  appointing  a  day  to  hear  the  allega- 
tions of  Zebulon  Butler  and  others,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  private 
claimants  .of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  other. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

Saml.  Bryan,  Secretary. 
Also  Letter  from  Zebulon  Butler  k  others  mentioned  28th  May 
on  Minutes  of  Council. 

Sami'l  Bryan,  Sec'y. 
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Sbo't  Armstrong  to  Sro't  Brtak,  1784 

Seo'iys  Office^  Philada.^  September  7tk^  1784. 
Sir. 
By  direedon  of  Ooanoil  I  am  to  inform  joa  that  some  of  the 

Eipen  mentioned  in  the  Reeolntion  of  The  Hon'ble  the  Ooanoil  of 
ennore  of  this  day  have  been  transmitted  to  the  General  Assembly, 
and  others  were  pnt  into  the  hands  of  the  Atfy  Oen'l  as  one  of  the 
Agents  of  this  State  for  managing  the  trial  hr  priTate  right  of  soil 
to  the  lands  at  Wioming-^whioh  papers  are  not  yet  retnmed  to 
Ooanoil. 

I  am;  &ca., 

James  Trimbloi  for 

John  Armstioiig,  Jr.,  Secy 

Saml  Biyani  Esqr. 


JoHH  BxTVOLDSy  Jailor  TO  Shbriff  Prootor,  1784. 

After  thanking  yoa  for  the  favoar  done  me,  in  Oommnnieating 
the  Oontents  of  a  Petition  to  his  Ezcelleney  the  IVesfdent  of  the 
State,  Sent  to  his  Szoellenoy  by  the  most  daring  &  Dangeroos 
Villainy  on  earth  one  Liblong : 

I  most  beg  leave  to  state  the  faets  as  they  trnly  are^  &  if  the  least 
doabt  shoald  arise,  proof  ean  be  made  to  your  satisfaotion,  &  to  the 
pablio; 

This  Liblooff  was  eommitted  by  his  Honor  the  Chief  Jastiee,  on 
the  first  Day  of  Deoember^  1784  whioh  follows  in  these  words,  foras- 
much as  Andrew  Liblong  of  the  Gity  of  Philadelphiai  Mariner,  has 
been  bronght  before  me,  &  Charged  Upon  Oath  with  assaalting, 
beihting,  &  wounding,  Qeorge  MoFreely  of  Carlisle  in  the  Oonnty  of 
Oamberland  yeoman,  ft  another  person  whose  name  is  yet  Unknownj 
so  that  their  lives  is  Oready  Despaired  of;  &c.,  &o. 

This  Liblong  was  tryed  ft  Convicted  with  some  other  of  the  same 
Gang,  ft  fined  £100  each  to  this  Commonwealth,  ft  Give  Seenrity 
for  their  Good  Behaviour  for  one  year  to  Come ; 

This  Liblong  on  the  night  of  the  17th  of  May  last,  broke  the 
loeks  from  his  Boom  Door,  and  then  proceeded  to  Uie  next  Room  ft 
Libetated  all  that  was  in  that  Room;  by  breaking  the  Lock  off,  ft 
then  Joyned  both  Gangs  together  making  23  Desperate  Blood 
thirsty  Villains  in  number,  then  Cutt  ft  brokp  the  festenings  of  the 
yard  Door,  the  Looks  ft  other  Fastenings  so  spoilt  are  now  in  my 
Hands  4o  be  seen  if  Called  for ;  Sir  you  have  already  seen  them ; 
then  the  whole  party  proceeded  to  the  yard,  ft  eight  of  them  with 
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LibloDg  with  a  Long  knife  in  his  Hand  headed  them  &  Effected 
their  eeeafe,  I  Engaged  the  Rest  of  them  and  suhdned  them  to 
Confinement,  &  sent  for  you  Sir  to  inform  yoa  of  what  had 
Hiippenedj 

On  the  18th  day  of  May  I  took  such  measures  as  I  thought  ipost 
Adviseable  to  Apprehend  those  that  Escaped,  I  wtet  to  Mrs. 
Andersons  in  whose  house  two  of  the  wives  of  two  of  the  Prisoners 
Lived  that  Escaped,  after  some  Conversations  with  the  woman  I 
found  that  Liblong  was  to  be  had,  &  I  offered  a  Reward  of  tea 
.pounds  for  Liblong.  About  Eleven  o'Clook  one  of  the  women  Comas 
to  me  and  told  me  that  Liblons  had  just  Rode  by  her  House  in  a 
Chair  with  a  white  Horse  in  it,  £  Liblong  Dressed  in  Green  Cloths, 
I  then  pursued  &  soon  saw  Liblong  on  foot  walking  down  Walnut 
street,  &  then  I  B^sed  a  hue  &  Cry  after  him  in  these  words,  stop 
Thief,  Liblong  kept  a  Great  Dumber  of  the  Citizens  off  with  a  Long 
kni(e  in  .^e  hand,  &  a  Pistol  in  the  other,  &  not  one  person  ap- 
proached so  near  as  to  take  him.  I  myself  took  the  most  fisvoorable 
oportunity  &  with  a  stick  that  some  Gentlemen  that  stood  by  put 
in  my  Hand,  I  knocked  him  down  &  while  he  was  down  two  of  mv 
own  men  Took  him  by  the  feet  to  keep  him  from  Oeting  up,  k 
Dra^d  him  a  piece  on  his  Back  &  then  I  discovered  his  watch 
Cl^ain  Dragiog  on  the  Ground  and  I  took  it  from  him  &  have  it 
now.  Aftec  getting  him  to  Gaol  some  person  Brought  his  Shoes  & 
Buddes  in  and  gave  them  to  me  which  I  abo  have,  his  knee 
Buckles  I  had  from  himself  to  keep  for  him,  as  for  any  money  I 
never  saw,  but  this  I  know,  he  hired  the  Chair  &  Horse  of  Michael 
Shoemaker  in  Market  Street,  &  LiUong  had  no  money  to  pay  for 
the  Chair  Hire  but  Mr.  Shoemaker's  son  was  going  with  him  for 
the  pay  for  the  Chair  &  Horse  when  I  Pursned  nim  &  took  him,  & 
Sir  the  Beating  he  Complains  of  was  for  threatening  your  life  ft 
mine.  Also  you,  yourself  being  personally  present  and  you 
Remained  there  untill  he  wais  put  in  Irons  ft  Scoured,  which  is  the 
Very  Irons  he  Comphiins  of,  about  50  lb.  or  less ; 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  of  July  about  12  o'Clook,  I  Discovered 
No.  4  broke,  which  was  the  Room  LiJblong  ft  13  more  was  iif,  ft 
about  one  half  of  the  number  in  the  Room,  the  other  half  was  down 
at  the  foundation  of  the.  Ckol  at  work,  ft  a  Blanket  over  the  hole  to 
prevent  my  seeing  the  Light,  Liblong  Called  out  with  a  Loud  Voice 
st^nd  to  it  Boys,  kill  or  be  killed,  ft  as  Libltog  Commanded  I  obeyed, 
I  knocked  down  the  first  that  aproached  me,  and  then  the  nezt|  ft 
one  of  them  ptickt  in  the  Arm  with  a  small  sword  pled  for  mercy  ft 
he  would  Discover  the  Ringleaders,  ft  said  that  Liblong  was  the 
man  that  proposed  the  Escape,  ft  after  they  got  out  they  w^re  to 
knock  at  the  front  door  ft  Get  me  up  by  telling  me  the  prisoners 
were  breaking  out  of  the  East  wing,  ft  by  that  means  Liblong  was 
to  lay  bold  of  me  ft  Kill  me ;  upon  this  news  I  gave  Liblong  a 
severe  Beating  and  put  him  in  a  Room  by  himself  a&ut  four  wedcs 
.in  the  same  Irons  he  has  always  bom,  ft  having  him  always  in  my 
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mind  I  have  waited  upon  him  myaelf  once  every  Day  &  permitted  a 
woman  that's  Confined  in  the  Jail  whom  be  CfalU  his  wife  in  his 
Letters  to  go  to  him  with  provisions  every  Day ; 

Mr.  Liblong  seems  to  have  a  longing  Desire  to  be  Released  from 
his  Irons  &  be  permitted  to  be  upon  the  front  of  the  Jail ;  if  that 
should  take  place  jou  would  need  no  Jail  for  there  would  be  no 
prisoners  to  ooupy  it; 

Sir,  I  have  here  given  you  only  a  part  of  the  Conduct  &  behaviour 
of  Andrew  Liblong,  Relative  to  some  particulars  that  he  has  wrote 
to  his  Excellency  the  president  about ; — he  also  complains  of  mj 
Inveteracy  against  him,  because  he  is  a  Frenchman,  there  is  Lewis 
Colonel  and  Chaiies  Goodryon  Convicted  and  fined  for  the  same 
oflfenoe  with  Liblong  &  they  are  Frenchmen|  why  are  they  not  so  ill 
Treated,  because  they  are  orderly.  Quiet,  well  behaved  iuen,  & 
Refused  to  be  Concerned  in  breaking  Jail  with  Liblong  &  hid 
party,  which  is  the  noted  Philips,  Conrad  and  Williams,  &  the 
Doans,  &  sundry  others,  but  Sir  this  party  ought  never  to  be  at 
Liberty  Day  nor  night  they  are  so  dangerous  a  gang,  &  there  is 
hardly  any  such  thing  as  keeping  these  wretches  in  Irons  for  they 
find  means  to  cut  them  ofi  every  Day  or  two  by  the  assistance  of 
their  friends,  bringing  saws,  files,  &  other  Instruments  for  their 
purposes,  BiJced  up  in  pies  &  Loaves  of  Bread,  witness  these  kind 
of  transactions  every  day ;  . 

Sir,  I  have  paid  to  a  Certain  Eliz<^  Anderson  ten  pounds  for  her 
Information  of  Liblong,  &  the  full  worth  of  Liblong's  watch  & 
Buckles  shall  be  faithfully  aocounted  for  or  Delivered,  but  for  the 
present  I  Cannot  give  them  up  to  my  own  Loss  or  for  to  answer 
Mr.  Liblong's  intentional  Escape  with  his  friends  before  mentioned, 
which  is  now  Ready  pland  &  waiting  for  the  opportunity  to  put'  it 
in  execution  but  it  is  the  mainspring  of  the  watch  is  wanted  &  not 
the  watch. 

And  lastly — Sir,  you  well  know  my  Care  &  attention  for  yonr 
Interest  &  my  own  safety  in  Conducting  the  business  of  your  Jail, 
&  beg  that  the  Sheriflf  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  a  Hearing  on  all 
such  occasioDs,  &  if  any  further  explanation  should  be  wanted,  I 
beg  to  be  Called  upon,  for  that  purpose  &  believe  me  Sir  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  my  side  in  doing  the  Duties  of  oAy  station  for 
your  interest  &  my  own  safety.  &  at  the  same  time  see  that  every 
thing  is  done  that  prudence  A  humanity  Dictates  for  the  Relief  of 
the  poor  and  Distressed  here ; 

I  am  Sir  with  all  Due  Respect 

your  most  obedient  &  humble  servant, 

JOHN  REYNOLDS;  Gaoler.    . 
September  9th,  1784. 
DineUd, 

Thomas  Proctor,  Esquire,  high  Sheriff  of  the  City  &  County  of 
Philadelphia. 
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Pebs.  Dickinson  to  Oomhrs,  Boyd,  &o.,  1784. 

In  CouQoily 

September  KHh,  1784. 
Oentlemeiii 

You  will  perceive  by  tbe  ResolutioDS  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
tbe  7tb  Instant,  &  our  Act  of  yesterday,  inclosed  tbat  yoa  are  ap- 
pointed Commissioners,  for  executing  a  Trust  of  Great  Importance. 
Relying  on  your  Integrity,  Prudence  &  Zeal  for  tbe  public  Interest. 
We  sball  only  say,  tbat  we  wisb  tbe  Business  may  be  soon  com- 
pleted. It  may  be  of  considerable  use,  if  you  could  obtain  a  List 
of  tbe  names  of  tbose  persons  not  claiming  under  Pennsylvaniai 
wbo  bave  settled  at  or  near  Wyoming  since  tbe  Decree  made  at 
Trenton. 

You  win  be  pleased  to  observe  tbat  tbe  Decree  at  Trenton  was 
made  on  tbe  tbirtietb  Day  of  December,  1782,  &  tbat  there  are 
several  papers  b  tbe  Hands  of  tbe  Clerk  of  tbe  General  Asscmblyi 
wbicb  might  facilitate  your  Enquiries.  These  Papers  were  laid  be- 
fore  tbe  House  by  Mess**  W"  Montgomery,  Moses  McClean  & 
Joseph  Montgomery,  tbe  commissioners  nominated  in  February^ 
1788. 

I  am,  with  great 

£steem  Gentlemen  yoar^ 
most  obdt  hble.  Servt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Directed^ 

Tbe  Honorable  John  Boyd;  John  Armstrong,  jr.,  James  Bead  & 
John  Okely. 


In  Council, 

September  9tb,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

Inclosed  are  Copies  of  a  Bill  published  for  Consideratfon,  k  of 
certain  resolutions  of  tbe  General  Assembly,  by  whioh  yoa  will  per* 
ceive  tbe  Sense  of  tbcLegislature. 

It  is  our  wish  that  you  may  use  your  utmost  Influence,  for  prevail- 
ing  on  persons  claiming  under  this  State  peaceably  and  immediately 
to  give  up  possession  to  those  who  were  violently  dispossessed  last 
May. 

It  is  proper  that  two  or  three  Deposition  should  be  taken  to  prove 

*Seo  Col.  Roc.,  Vol.  XVI..  p.  202. 
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who  were  coBoezned  in  the  attack  npon  Mr.  Daniel  and  bis  Company 
at  Loonst  Hill^  mentioning  their  names,  the  circumstaBoes  of  the 
Attack,  the  wounding  of  Jacob  Avery  one  of  that  Company,  &  his 
death,  in  Consequence  of  the  Wound;  and  that  the  Deposition 
ahonld  be  transmitted  to  Council. 

Becognizanccs  should  be  taken  from  ihe  Witnesses  for  their  ap- 
pearance, to  give  Evidence  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer  &  Torminer 
for  the  County  where  the  offenc^  was  committed^  with  sureties. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest 

Esteem,  gentlemen,  your 

most  obdt.  hble.  Servt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 
Captain  Boyd;  &  Lieut  Col.  Armstrong. 

P.S. — ^We  desire  that  you  will  exert  your  Influence,  in  settling 
an  Disputes  Concerning  Grain  lately  gathered  or  now  in  the  Ground, 
upon  equitable  principles. 


OmcBKB  IN  THE  4th  Battalion,  Berks  County 
Militia,  1784. 

A  List  of  Officers  in  the  4th  Battalion  Berks  Oounty;  Militia, 
Via: 

George  Ax,  Lieut.  Col. 
Benjamin  Talbert,  Major. 

Caxrnawon  Township.  Bobbson  Township. 

1  Company.  2  Company. 

^ohn  Bobeson,  Capt.  1  Mathias  Kaler,  Capt  ^ 

Aaron  Rattew,  jr.,    Lieut,  v  Joshua  Stephenson,  Lieut,  v 

John  Harper,        Ensign.  )  Peter  Moyer,         Ensigp. ) 

BoBBBON  Township.  Bxeter. 

3  Company.  4  Company. 

Adam  Beard,  Capt. ")  John  Ludwig,  Capt.  '\ 

Elias  Bedge,  Lieut.  \  Abra-  Griffith,         Lieut.  V 

.  Christopher  Kunsman,  En.  )  Conrad  Teeder,      Ensign.  J 

Douglass.  Amity. 

6  Company.  6  Company. 

Samuel  Sands,          Capt.  "^  ^  David  Weidner,        Capt.  ^ 

Samuel  Avenshine,  Lieut.  >  Adam  Betz,             Lieut.  > 

Henry  Mauger,    Ensign,  j  Mathias  Keyler.        En's,  ) 
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ExsTXB.  8tb,  late  CoL  Ax's  Gompr. 

7  Company.  Union. 

John  Sneyder,  Gapt. ' 

John  Hideri  Lieat. 

Daniel  Schneider,  Bnaign.  J 

Maidkn  orcbk. 

3  Battalion. 
Oeorge  Widenhammer, 


:i  1 


I  do  hereby  Certify  that  the  above  officers  are  'as  yet  nncommifl-^ 
sioned,  Witness  my  Hand,  Sep'  10th,  1784. 

VALENTINE  BGKERTS. 
Direeied, 
His  Excellency,  the  President  and  Council,  State  of  Pennsylyania. 


LbB  &;  BUTLEB,   GOMMRS.,  &0.,  TO  PbES.  DICKINSON,   1784. 

Philadelphia,  Sept^  11th,  1784. 
Sir, 

Upon  ordering  the  troops,  raised  in  this  State,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
the  Treaty  with  the  Indians,  to  prepare  for  an  immediate  march  to 
Pittsburg,  we  are  informed  that  several  of  the  officers  are  absent 
from  their  duty ;  Who  they  are  will  be  represented  to  your  Ex- 
^Uency  by  the  Colonel  commandant  of  those  troops. 

As  the  public  service  requires  the  immediate  attendance  of  all 
the  officers,  and  indeed,  did  require  it  from  the  moment  of  their  ap- 
pointmeut ;  We  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  Excellency  and 
the  Councir  to  appoint  persons  who  are  present,  and  who  wiU  im- 
mediately attend  to  their  duty,  in  the  place  of  those  who  shall  be 
reported  as  absent.  The  attention  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
have  hitherto  ffiven  to  the  expediting  this  indispensible  support  to 
the  Treaty,  makes  us  rely  upon  a  compliance  with  what  we  now 
request. 

We  have  the  honor  of  being, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Y'  Excellency's  most 
obdt.  k  most 
humble  Servants, 
ARTHUR  LEE, 
RICH'D  BUTLER. 
Dxrectedj 
To  his  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  State,  in  Council 
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MiffuiJi  ow  Council  ot  Cbvso&s  to  F&ss.  Dickxhsob, 

1784. 

In  tli«  GooncU  of  Censors, 

Septem'  18tb,  1784.— A.  M. 
Ordered  Tliat  his  ezeelleney  the  president  and  conncil  bo'requested 
to  famish  to  this  Council  the  papers  nnderinentioned,  ViKf 

Letter  from  General  Washineton  desiring  that  martial  law  be 
deolaredy  dated  about  May,  1780.  Letter  from  the  Commissioners 
of  Philadelphia  Goantv,  asking  direotions  about  the  Sheriff's  ez« 
pences'  at  the  General  Election ;  It  appears  to  be  dated  on  the  19th| 
Deoem',  1782. 

Copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1st  JunCi  1780 ; 
enabling  Council  to  declare  martial  law. 

Eztzaot  from  the  Minutes. 
SAM'L  BRYAN, 
Secy. 


iBDWSf  GOMMISSIOirBBa  90  PRBS.  IkmiSBO^fy  1784. 

Septr.  18th;  1784. 
fKr, 

'  The  ezpenoe  which  wiH  unavoidably  attend  the  Transpprlation  of 
the  Indian  Goods  &  stores  to  the  Northward  &  Westward  ttakea  it 
necessary  for  us  to  apply  to  your  fixeellency  for  mz  hundred  pounds 
moi«  beine  the  balance  of  the  order  for  one  thousand  pounds  which 
the  Honbfe.  House  of  Assembly  were  pleased  to  make  in  our  favor 
for  Contingent  Expenoes. 

We  have  Sir,  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most  obt.  Hble.  Servant^;   , 

SAM   J.  ATLEE,. 
FRAS.  JOHNSTON.* 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency^  John  Dickinson^  Eaqr.,  President  in  Council. 


B960LUTX0N  OP  THE  GENXKiJi  ASSEMBLY,   1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

In  Qenetal  Assembly^  1784. 
,    The  TepeH  of  the  oommittee  of  accounts  read  September  4, 4m 
'the  acobwite  of  his  Eicelleooy  the  PBcsident  of  the  State  for  repttits 
Mkhe  to  the  aoianston  houaoi  was  nad';the  eecottd  time,  wherevpoiL 

*  See  del.  Iteb.  Td.  XXV.  p^  106. 
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Besolyed,  that  an  order  be  drawn  by  the  Supreme  Ezecative 
Gounoil  for  eighty>foar  pounds  two  shillinga  and  foor  penee,  in  lull 
for  repairing  the  House  whioh  bis  Excellency  John  Dickinson 
Esquire  now  occupies,  being  the  property  of  the  State.* 
Extract  from  the  minnteti 
^  J.  SHALLUS,As8t.  Clerk 

of  the  General  Assembly. 
Read  in  CJouncil  &  order  drawn. 


John  Sohreibee  to  Sect.  Abmstronq^  1784. 

Sir^ 

'  I  wrote  to  you  sometime  since  and  informed  you,  respecting  one 
of  the  Gable  ends  of  the  Barrack's  here  that  has  been  thrown  down 
by  the  £all  of  two  stacks  of  chimneys  of  Doctor  Frederick  Kuhn's. 
1  now  nnderstand  that  the  Doctor  means  to  remove  the  Bricks,  not 
only  of  the  Chimney's  but  also  those  that  were  thrown  down  in  the 
Gable  end  and  convert  them  to  his  own  use. 

Application  having  been  ma4.e  ^pto  me  to  Lett  thepiiwder  Maga- 
zine at  this  place,  tar  the  purpose  of  storing  some  powder  the 
property  of  some  of  our  Storekeepers,  in  consequence  of  which  I 
havo  applied  to  William  Henry,  Esquire,  for  the  Keys  of  the  Maga^ 
aino,  who  has  several  time  refused  to  deliver  themi  untill  the  pub^ 
lick  powder,  (which  was  lately  sold)  was  removed  thereout. 
I  should  be  glad  to  have  your  directions  on  these  oasesi 

and  am.  Sir.  your  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 
JOHN  SCHREIBEB. 
Directed, 

To  John  Armstrong,  Jnnr.,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia. 
Indorsed, 

Sept.  16th,  1784. 


Rksoltttion  of  Gbneral  Assembly/ 1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 
^attirday,  September  20,  1784,  A.  M. 
Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  proceeded  to  elect 
six  Commissioners  for  th^  purposes  expressed  in  the  resolutions 
adopted  8e|>ttnib^  15,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  it  appeared, 
"that  David  Rittenfaoiae,  Tkomaa  Hntohina  and  Na^tkan  Sell'ers, 
Esquires,  w<erednly  eleoted  for  performing  the  dntiee  mentioned  in 
the  firs^  second  and  last  of  the  aforesaid  resolntioiis ;  and  tiiit 

♦  CpL  Bee.  Vol.,  XIV.  p.  20C. 
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William  Maolajy  James  Wilkinaon  and  William  Hontgomery 
Esquiresy  were  also  dalj  deoted  for  the  performing  tb«i  datiea 
mentioned  in  the  third  of  the  aforesaid  resolations. 

Extract  from  the  minates, 

J.  SHALLUS  Asst.  Glerk^ 
of  the  General  Assemblj* 


Beport  oir  TEB  Stats  House,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsjiyaniai 

In  General  Assembly, 

Wednesday,  September  22, 1784.— A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  committee  read  September  9,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  adopted  as  follows,  (vis :) 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  State- 
hoose,  beg  leave  to  report  such  repairs  as  appeared  most  immediately 
necessary  with  their  estimate  of  the  expenoe. 

The  torret  roof  requires  new  shingling,  and  a  plain  cor- 
nice continued  round  it  to  cast  the  rain  clear  of  the  walls. 

The  la^  outside  cornice  being  in  a  danserous  condi- 
tion should  be  repaired,  and  the  whola  of  we  said  wood      '    ' 
work  painted,  the  expence  including  a  soa£fold  of  fifty*8ix 
feet  high  for  the  abare  purposes,  is  estimated  by  your 
committee  at  £190  00  0 

New  shingling  part  of  the  main  roof  and  repairing  other 
parts,  copper  gutters  in  the  Tallies  instead  of  .the  leaden 
ones  that  are  broken,  new  gutters  by  the  chimneys,  rqMor 
of  the  balustrade  on  the  iraof,  and  the  roof  well  painted 
are  estimated  at      .  126  00  0 

To  repair  the  ruinous  battlements  and  preyent  the  dam- 
age occasioned  by  water  running  down  between  the  Walls 
and  Wainscot  of  the  chimnies  to  the  lower  story»  may  cost    7  10  0 

Painting  the  Oomice,  doors  and  Windows  with  the  Gla- 
siers  bill  may  amount  to  79  00  0 

The  turret  ceiling  very  dangerous,  may  be  renewed  for 
about  81  00  0 

Copper  spouts  and  a  brick  payement  of  nine  feet  broad,      ' 
on  the  East  and  West  side  of  the  steps  to  meet  that  of  the 
Wings,  taking  up  the  present  pebble-stone  payement  and 
repaM^g  Iha  Jdaaon  work  of  the  base  of  the  building  may 
cost  106  IS  « 

,  Other  necessary  repairB  to  the  BtairHsases  of  the  Wingp 
and  other  parts  of  the  buildings,  not  before  enumerfited.    30    6  0 

Fainting  the  Clock  faces  and  guilding.  the  hour  lines.   ^i%  10  0 

To  new  cap  the  old  ]»rt  of  the  East  wall  inclosing  the 
yard,  and  to  paint  the  Southgates,  and  coyering  the  whole 
of  said  walls.  91    5  0 

£684    5  0 


Tberefare 

BeftolTed,  tliat  tbe  Saprente  Execntite  Cotinoil  be  aniborized  and 
requested  to  have  atteh  repairs  made  in  and  About  tbe  State-bonse 
as  10  tbe  foregoing  report  are  specified  to  be  immediatelj  neoessary ; 
and  for  defraying  tbe  ezpenee  tbereof ;  tbe  President  in  Goanoil 
sball  draw  on  tbe  State  Treasurer  for  any  sum  not  ezoeeding  seven 
hundred  pounds. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J,  SHALLUS, 
Asst.  Clerk 
;  of  the  General  Assembly. 


RfiiSoLTTtioN  OF  Genbbal  Asssmblt,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  Qeneral  Assemblyi 

Thursday,  September  2&,  1784.— A.  M. 

A  lett^  from  Bobert  Andrews,  Esquirey  one  of  tbe  Commis^ 
sioners  on.  (he  part  of  tbe  State  of  Virginia,  for  asoertainiag  tb6 
boundary  line,  was  md^  and  en  motion,  and  1^  special  order,  tbe 
Haaie  was  read  the  second  time,  whereupon 

Besolved,  that  the  Supreme  Ezeeutivn  Council  be  authorised  and 
requested  to  draw  an  order  for  the  iirai  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  Yii^nia  currency,  in  favor  of  tbe  said  Bobert  Andrewa*, 
lisquire  he  to  be  aooounaaUe  for  the  same. 

.        Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
jr.  SHALLUS^ 
Asat  Clerk 
of  the  Qenehd  AMmWy.* 


CoUKCUi'OI'  GsNBeBSXO   ?££&  DlCKXVSOK,  1784. 

tn  the  Council  of  Cenaoi% 

8ept.24«h^784« 
eir/ 

Pursuanl  lb  tho  tnolosef  Besolution  t  am  t6  request  your  Ex- 
ieellen^  ft  the  Hottbl^  the  Sopreme  Exectttive  Council  to  draw  ad 
^rderin  fkyam  of  the  Secretary  of  this  CouncH,  for  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  tK)and8;  being  the  remainder  of  the  Sum  appropriated  hj 

♦  See  CoL  Etc.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  210. 
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the  Oen'l  AflBem)»lj,  to  defray  the  eontingent'ezpeiioea  of  this 
Board. 

I  faaye  the  Honour  to  be, 

irith  the  higheat  reepeet,  Sir, 
joor  Bxoelleno^'s  most 

9bdt«  humble  Seryt.. 
FEED'JK  MUHLENBERG, 
Freed. 
JHrectedf 

Sis  Eteelleney  Jao.  Diekiofon,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Saprem 
ex.  GottBoiL 

In  the  Connofl  of  Censors, 

Septm'  24th,  1784.— A.  M. 
BesolTed,  That  in  order  to  defr;^  the  contingent  ezpenoes  of  this 
Gonncil,  the  Presi^fent  reqnest  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Exeon- 
tive  Council  to  draw  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  in  favor  of  the  Secretary  of  this  Coun- 
cil, he  to  be  accountable. 

Bxtraet  frnm  tbe  Minutes. 
SAM'LBRTAN, 

See'y.*  - 
There  hath  been  ''  one  hundred  pounds''  paid  nnly. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON. 
Sept  24a,  1784. 


Lf.  Col.  Josiah  Hariur  to  Pbbs.  DiOKn^rBOii,  1784.; 

Philadelphia,  September  26th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Sxcellenoy  ft  the  Honorable 
Council  a  weekly  return  of  the  troops  under  my  command,  ft  at  Ae 
same  time  to  inform  that  last  Wednesday,  the  Artillery  ft  Captain 
Finney's  eompany  marched  from  their  encampment  for  Fort  J^itt. 

In  the  course  of  next  week  the  remainder  of  the  troops  will 
march.  I  hfve  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem  ft 
•  respect,  your  Excellency's  ft 

i  The  Honorable  Council's 

most  obdt.  Servt., 

JOS.  HARMAB, 
Lt.  Col.  com«  !•*  Am»  Reg«. 
Directed f 

His  Excellency,  John  IKokinson,  Esq.,  ft  The  Honorable  The 
Supreme  Executiya  Council. 

*  «ee  Col.  "Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  212. 
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.To  HoK.  John  Botd^  John  Armstrono,  Jr.,  Jambs  Bbed, 
John  Okxlby,  1784. 

In  Oooncil,  September  28th,  1784. 
.GenUemeii, 

We  hate  received  your  Letter  of  the  24th  Instattt,  k  are  eoneemed, 
:tbat  jnich  a  spirit  of  violence  preyails  among  the  settlera. 

As  Captain  Boyd  &  Ooll.  Armstrong  have  had  opportunities  of 
adquainting  themselves  with  many  Gircamstances  i^atins  to  tile 
late  DistarbanceS;  it  is  oar  wish,  that  they  may  immediately  repair 
to  Philadelphia,  that  we  may  receive  from  them  all  neoessary 
Information. 

Messrs.  Bead  &  Okely  are  iknpowered  to  proceed  in  the  Exeoatioa 
.of  the  Gemanission;  and  we  hope,  that  when  the  nature  of  it  is 
folly  made  known  to  the  deluded  People  who  have  been  so  troaUe- 
0ome>  they  will  perceive,  that  it  is  diotated  by  a  Desire,  to  treat 
them  with  Equity. 

If  BOoh  ittterrupdons  shall  be  given  to  the  proceedings  of  these 
two  Gommissioners,  that  they  cannot  with  safety  disdiarge  the  trust 
delegated  to  them,  their  presence  at  Wioming  will  be  usdess  for  the 
Business  is  of  such  a  kind,  that  it  cannot  he  accomplished  but  in 
free  Conference,  with  the  settlers.  An  armed  force  would  not 
promote  it;  and  besides  such  a  measure  would  not  be  agreeable  to 
the  sense  of  the  Legislature.  We  rely  upon  the  Prudence  &  firm- 
nesa  of  the  Commissioners,  that  they  will  make  every  possible  efibrt 
'before  they  relinquish  an  a£fair  of  so  much  importance. 

I  am. 

P.  8. — ^With  Bespect  to  Orain  raised  on  disputed  Lands  it  appears 
to  us  upon  a  Oonsideratron  of  all  Circumstances  equitable,  that  it 
should  DC  divided  among  the  Claimants  in  an  amicable  manner  so 
that  Uieir  present  necessities  may  be  as  much  as  possible  relieved, 
&  those  that  may  reasonably  be  apprehended  in  the  approaching 
irinter,  be  prevented. 

We  should  be  glad  to  know  in  particular  the  names  of  those 
settlers  who  were  expelled  last  sprixig,  &  of  such  of  them  as  are  now 
again  repossessed  of  their  Houses,  Lots  or  Lands. 


Writ  for  Election  in  Bucks  Co.,  1784. 

Pennsylvania  [Ss.]  John  Dickinson. 
The  President  and  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common- 

wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  Adam  Hay  one  of  the  Constables  of  the  District  of  the  Town- 
ahipe  of  Easton  and  Eorks  in  the  County  of  Northampton^  and 
Andrew  Ledlie  and  Jacob  Abel  Assistants  to  the  said.Adam  Hay 
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%i  an  election  held  in  the  said  Diatnot  on  the  sq^teenth  .day  of  jJvjie 
•last,  npoD  a  Taeancy  occasioned  by  the  Ezpjralaon  of  the  Oommia- 
aions  of  John  Arndt  and  Thomaa  SUlTmaa  ksqnirea. 

Whereas  an  Election  was  held  in  the  District  of  the  Townahipa  of 
Saatob  and  Forks  in  (he  County  of  Northampton^  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  June  last,  by  yirtne  of  a  Precept  of  Robert  Leyeni  EBqpiM, 
.baanag  date  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  same  month|  and  lo  you  the 
said  Constable  directed,  upon  a  vacancy  oeeamoned  by  the  Bitpiralioii 
'  of  the  Commissions  ci  John  Amdl  and  ThooMS  Klfymani  Esquires, 
kle  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  said  County,  and  Ike 
Betom  of  the  said  Precept  hath  been  made,  certified  and  deliveiped 
under  your  hattds  and  Seals  respectiTely,  and  under  the  hand  and 
Seal  of  Peter  Leip,  Inspector  of  the  said  election ;  And  WheMsa  the 
and  Election  haUi  been  by  us  coBsfidiBi«d  and  dedared  veid|  We  do 
by  these  Presents  authorise  and  Command  you  the  saM  Adam  fity, 
Andrew  Ladlie  and  Jacob  Abel  to  hold  an  Bteetion  upon  the 
Twenty-eeventh  day  of  this  month  at  eleven  o'doek  in  the  Forenoon 
of  that  day,  within  the  said  district,  by  the  Freeholders  of  the  same, 
of  fibur  Justices  of  the  Peace  elect,  to  supply  the  vacancy  oceasioned 

Sthe  Bzpirataon  of  the  Commissions  of  the  eaid  John  Anidt  and 
omas  Sillyman,  Esquires,  and  to  eertiiy  and  deliver  the  Betum 
Aereof,  according  to  the  Act  entitled  <'  An  Ad  to  remedy  the  defects 
<<  of  iho  several  Acts  of  Assembly  heretofore  made  for  regulating 
'<the  Eieotiotts  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  throuffhout  this  Stale 
<^and  to  eetablish  a  permanent  mode  of  holding  suol  Bleetions  and 
M  to  anthoriiB  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Philadelphia,  to  hold  the 
"gourts  of  fiecord  of  the  said  Giijf  And  you  the  said  Constabis 
are  hereby  further  required  to  affix  a  notice  in  Writing  of  the 
issuinff  and  design  of  this  Precept  and  of  the  time  and  Pli^  when 
and  woere  such  Election  is  to  be  hoUen^  at  six  or  more  of  the  most 

KMio  Places  within  the  same  District  at  least  ten  days  before  the 
enty-seventh  day  of  this  month. 

Given  in  Council  under  the  Hand  of  His  Excellency  John 
Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  and  the  Seal  o^  the  State  at  Phila- 
delphia, this  Seventh  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord|  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  four. 

Attesii  James  Trimble 

for  John  Armstrong,  jun'r,  Sec'y. 


In  obedience  to  the  within  Precept  we  the  Subseribers  the  Judge 
and  one  of  the  assistants  wiUiin  mentioned  met  with  the  other 
uasistsnt  Andrew  Ledlie  at  the  Court  House  in  Eaaton  on  the 
Twenty  Seventh  day  of  September  within  mentioned,  and  at  the 
Time  therein  appmnted  to  hold  an  Election  of  Four  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  District  of  Eaaton  and  Forks  as  we  are  therein 
authorised  and  commanded.    That  when  we  were  about  to  open  the 
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mid'  lilection,  the  eakl  Andrew  Ledlie  fint  hesitated  &  afterradi 
refoaed  to  attend  the  said  Sleetion^  and  went  out  of  the  OouH  Hooao. 
80  thai  the  Sabeorihera  after  waiting  in  the  Oonrt  Honae  till  aftet 
tmoo*  ^^^  clock  in  the  afternoon  had  it  not  la  their  power  to  open 
and  earry'on  the  aaid  Eleetion  as  within  eonoianded.  Witnesa  onr 
Bands  the  Twenty  Eiffih  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lard 
one  Thonaand  Seten  Hundred  and  Eighty  Four. 

JACOB  ABEL, 
ADAM  HAY. 


Robert  Lbyhbb  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Eaaton,  September  the  28thy  1784. 
Bin 

I  had  the  Honor  to  reeeive  from  your  Excellency  in  Coonoil  a 
Letter,  enclosing  a  Precept  for  holding  an  Election  in  the  diatriot 
of  Baaton  and  Fcnrks,  the  twenty  seventh  instant— Immediately  I 
aent  to  Mr.  Adam  Hay,  the  Constable  and  Judge  of  the  Eleo^n, 
nad  to  him  the  Precept  and  the  Letter,  delivered  the  former  to  him, 
and  reqoeated  he  would  make  known  the  contents  of  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Ledlie  and  Mr.  Abel  in  particular — A  day  or  two  afteri  Mr. 
Abel  called  on  me,  and  I  produced  to  him^  and  to  as  many  as  deaired 
to  see  the  contents. 

Yesterday  beins  the  twenty-sovonth,  the  day  fixed  by  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  for  holding  the  Election^  the  Freeholders  of  the 
diatriot  met  at  the  Court  House^  the  place  appointed  in  the  adver- 
tisementy  when  some  difficulties  wo'O  started  by  the  assistanta }  oil 
perusing  the  Letter  from  your  Excellency  in  Council,  viaS  ^^  no 
fartioukr  reason  had  been  assigned  by  the  Council  for  the  deters 
mining  the  Election  void,  and  that  tharefcMre  they  knew  not  upot 
what  ground  to  go  on,  and  how  to  conduct  the  Election— Mr.  licdlie 
said  he  could  not  connder  the  Letter  in  any  other  manner  than  aa  a 
private  Leitter  to  me— In  answer  to  these  objections,  I  could  not 
forbear  remarking,  that  the  subject  matter  of  the  Letter  plainly 
indicated  it  to  be  of  a  public  nature;  that  the  whole  of  the  Ldter 
.plainly  pointed  out  the  Keasoos  for  the  Eleotion  having  been  declared 
void  by  Council,  and  that  the  Letter  came  directed  to  me,  on  public 
aervice,  as  Prothonotary  of  the  County,  and  with  it  the  Precept  from 
the  Supreme  Eitecutave  Council  for  holding  the  Election,  which  precept 
waa  in  their  Possession,  and  of  a  very  public  nature.  Mr.  Peter  Seip> 
the  former  Inspector,  declined  serving  at  this  Election,  aa  he  waft  in  hie 
way,  as  I  was  told,  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  Freehddera  were  about 
to  ohttse  another  inspector,  when  Mr.  Ledlie  declared  be  would  not 
act  aa  an  assistant — On  which  I  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Ledlie  from  the 
Law,  and  endeavored  to  convince  him  that  the  Election  could 
not  be  held  without  him.    It  was  then  said,  Col.  Stephen  Balliet, 
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obr  Sepi^aentativti  in  Oomoil,  wm  in  SaiAo),  tad  tJie  IVeetoIAen 
l«|aeBled  that  Oeotlemeii  oaigM  be.  90Dei|luld.  A^Mvdingly,  Hr* 
Iiedlia  iraited  on  him,  and  Gol.  BaUieft  ouifl  into  the  Court  Hovoe^p-* 
And  being  leqaestcd  by  the  i8alstant8»  that  he  would  pilose  ta.let 
Ibem  know  tot  whet  Keesone  the  EkoUon  ht4  been  eveieet»  Cot 
JUlieit  envwered,  that  the  Election  had  belBQ  declfired  void  by  Counei^ 
because  the  Poll  had  been  opened  afteie  it  bad  V^on  cloaed-«r4n4 
added,  that  least,  upon  the  Election  ordered  anew,  any  misunder- 
atabding  among  the  inhabitants  might  happen.  Council  had  thought 
proper  to  give  some  instructions  concerning  the  several  objections 
that  had  l^en  made  against  the  Proceedings  in  tbe  former  Election, 
that  the^  future  Elections  might  be  regularly  held,  and  that  the 
instructions  were  contained  in.  that  Letter  sent  tome  by  your  Excel- 
lency in  Council  with  the  Precept.  Upon  this  Information  from 
Col.  Balliet,  the  Judge  of  the  Election,  Mr.  Adam  Hay,  and  Mr. 
Jacob  Abel,  one  of  the  assistants,  agreed  to  open  the  Election  directly  \ 
but  Mr.  Ledlie  positively  refused  to  attend  the  Election,  and 'went 
out  of  the  Court  House  to  the  great  dissatisfaction  and  disappoinlmenft 
of  the  most  of  the  Freeholders  present  who  eoald  not  forbear,  many 
of  tton,  to  declare  their  indignation  against  a  man  who  would  thus 
insult  his  countrymen,  affront  the  Supreme  Executive  Power  of  the 
Btate,  and  despise  and  trample  on  the  Laws  of  his  Country — NeveT«> 
tiieless,  they  retained  their  anger  within  due  bounds,  and,  like  virtuous 
oitisens,  after  patiently  waiting  till  after  two  o'clock  in  the  afternooa, 
proclaimed  that  they  were  ready  and  willing  at  all  times  to  come 
Isrth  again  to  assort  their  Bights,  support  the  Freedom  of  Election 
and  the  Laws  of  their  Country. 

'  I  judged  it  neoessary  to  give  year  Excellency  in  Council  this 
deti^il  of  the  Proceedinss,  with  as  mnch  expediiioQ  as  possible,  and 
do  enclose  the  Precept  delivered  to  me  by  Mr  Adam  Hay  and  Mi^ 
Jacob  Abel,  with  their  Reasons  for  not  holding  the  Bleotion  as  they 
had  been  authorised  and  commanded. 

There  has  no  Precept,  as  yet,  been  issued  for  holdiog  an  Eleotion 
«f  Justioes  of  the  Peace,  for  this  District,  on  the  vacancy  oooaaioned 
by  the  expiration  of  the  Commission  which  appoint^  Abraham 
llerliQ,  Esq',  ft  myself.  Justices  of  tbe  Peace — which  ended  the 
fifth  day  of  August  last;  And  Uie  delay  has  been  oooaeioned  on  ibis 
account*— The  Law,  wherever  there  is  a  County  Town  in  the  district 
authoriaes  the  Freeholders  in  that  district  toelect  Six  Justices  of  the 
Peace.  At  the  Election  lately  held.  Four  Persons  were  chosen,  to 
eiqyply  the  Places  of  Thomas  sillyman  and  John  Amdt,  Esquires^ 
whose  Times  had  expired.  We  were  at  a  Loss  to  known  how  to 
act ;  for  as  there  was  a  vacancy  of  Two  other  Magistrates  also  in  the 
dbtriot,  Mr.  Berlin  and  myself,  we  apprehended  if  four  Persons 
wCre  chosen,  it  would  be  contrary  to  Law,  and  if  only  Two  were 
chosen,  there  would  be  no  choice  left  for  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council.  Upon  consulting  Col.  Balliet  yesterday,  he  advises  tbe. 
Jilection  of  Two  only^  in  the  steed  of  Mr.  Berlin  and  myself;  and  that 
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^omeif^  on  the  Betom  of  ihe  Preeej^  vuy  appoint  Ooe  oMnohB-^ 
fio  tbst  ii  bu  sinoe  botn  ^temHied  upoa  to  apply  to  a  MagutrUo 
for  a  Precept  for  the  Election  of  Two  Persons  to  be  eleotad  £d»  tfai 
above  Parpose-— It  being  found  eztremelj  inoonyflnient  having  no 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  distiiQt^  and  more  especiall;  in  this 
Town. 

I  anil  with  very  grei^  Respeeti 

Sir^  jour  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humlile  8ervaisi| 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 
His  Ezcellenoy  John  Dibkmson;  Esqnhre. 


BuBGBOJr  MeI>oWELL  TO  Pebs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

.^is  Ezcellenoy  the  President  and  the  Honble  Members  of  the 
supreme  executive  Connoil  of  the  Oommonwealth  of  Ptannsylv^ 

QentleBieni 

When  the  Troope  marohed  this  morning,  tbrea  Jneii  were  left  on 
the  Ground  iioo  svk  to  go  on  with  the  Detachm^  I  am  of  opinion 
thai  they  would  be  able  to  follow  the  Beg*  in  the  Gonrse  of  two  or 
ihtee  weeka,  if  they  were  properly  attended  tof  I6  is  ;a  pity  to  leave 
.them  lying  on  ihe  Oromid  friendless  and  moaeyle^s.  I  therefore 
ordered  them  with  4iho  advieo  of  OoL  Harmiir  to  he  removed  to  Gar- 
penter's  Hall,  where  they  must  at^  untill  I  have  the  Pleasure  of 
your  Oommanda  eoneeming  them. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  g 

Gentlemen,  yonr  most 
obd^  Pttjttble  SeiTt., 

JNO.  MoDOWELL, 

Surg.       . 
1st  American  Regt. 
Phila.»  Sept.  30tb|  1784.  i 


'  Bboe't  Arhswono  to  John  Wbixzkl,  1784. 

Sir, 

It  is  the  desire  of  Council  that  you  will  procure  and  transport  » 
Quantity  of  ProvisionB,  Via:  Pk>ur,  Beef,  saU  &  rum  as  imme- 
diately as  possibly  to  Wyoming— there  to  be  deposited  under  the 
oare  of  auch  person,  as  you  may  appoint  to  receive  it ;  you  may 
ealcnlate  upon  100  men  for  a  fortnight.  The  emergency  which 
makes  this  budiness  so  extremely  interesting  to  Oou^il  &  impo^nt 
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4e-tiro  fitetOy  will  not  nimi  «f  a  momente  delay  ft  mahss  Hi  ] 
•ifj  again  to  engage  joor  iodaatry  and  management  in  the  ^aakridi 
«f  the  pnblia 

^  If  am  Sir, 

widi  the  hmheat  XBspect,  Ao.,  fte., 

JOHN  ARMSTBONfi. 
Phila.,  lat  Ootober,  1784. 
Directed^ 
Mr.  Weits^iy  Northnm*  C% 


To  Hbnbt  Antes,  Esq.,  Shkeiff  of  Coukty  of  Northvm* 

BBKLAKD   1784. 

Phihda.,  Oct.  1, 1784. 
Sir, 

fon  are  hereby  direoted  to  proceed  immediately  npon  the  reoeipt 
of  diis,  to  raifle  the  Poese  Commitatns  of  Uie  Co.  of  Northumberland 
and  with  them  proceed  under  the  direction  of  the  Magistracy  to  ap- 
prehend k  secure  the  persona  coocemed  in  the  late  Yioktion  of  the 
reace  at  Wyoming,  ft  more  partienlarly  the  penons  whoae  names 
are  hereafter  meDtioned.  John  Swift^  John  Franklin,  Ebeaeier 
Johnstonei  Phineas  Peiree,  Elisha  Saterlici  Joel  Abbot,  Water- 
man Baldwin,  Phineas  Stevens,  William  Jacques,  Ishma^l  Bennet, 
jr.,  Benj"  Sills,  Wm.  McGlnre,  Daniel  Gore,  Abraham  Weatbrook, 
Abraham  Pike^  Wm.  Boss,  Gideon  Chnioh  ft  Biehard  Hnlsted. 

I  am,  fto; 

JOHN  ABMSTBONG, 
Sco'y. 


To  THE  MaQISTBACT  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND   Co.,   1784. 

Phikda.,  Oct  1, 1784. 
Gentlemen,. 

The  late  Violations  of  the  Peace  at  Wyoming  ft  abuse  of  the 
Commissioners  sent  thither  to  promote  the  deigns  of  the  Legislature 
will  call  for  every  exertion  in  your  power.  A  spirit  so  alarming  to  the 
honour  of  the  State  ft  the  Tranquility  of  its  Inhabitants  will  deserve 
the  most  exemplary  punishment.  The  orders  of  Council,  will  be 
found  more  explicitly  declared  iu  their  letter  to  the  Sheriff  of  your 
Co.,  ft  point  out  the  immediate  necessity  for  your  personal  attendance 
on  this  business. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem,  Gentlemeni 
yr.  ob.  ft  very  hblc.  Servt., 

JOHN  ABMSTBONG. 
See'y. 
Directed?,— To  The  Magistrates. 
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Lt.  Coil.  Habmab  to  Pebs.  Dickiksok^  1784. 

Philadelphia^  October  Ist,  1784. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  InstrootioDS  received  from  jonr  Excellency  &  the 
Honorable  Council,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  yon  Copies  of  thp 
Bcveral  Inlisimcnts  for  the  troops  raised  in  this  State. 

Yesterday  the  remainder  of  the  men,  viz :  Capt.  Zieglcr's  &  Gapt. 
HcCnrdie's  Companies  marched  from  their  Encampment  on  Schuyl- 
kill river  for  Fort  Pitt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be| 
with  the  highest  Esteem  & 
respect,  your^Ezcellenoy^s  & 

The  Bonorable  Councirs 
most  obd.  Servt., 

JOS.  HAEMAB, 
Lt.  Col.  Com'g  1st  Am-  £eg'. 
Directed f 

His  EzoeUenojy  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  ft  The  Honorable  The 
Supreme  Exeontive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 


Sbo'y  Armstrokg  to  Couhvt  LnBUTS.  for  Bucks  and 
Bbrkb,  1784. 

Phila.,  Qtt  1, 1784.  . 
Sir, 

It  is  the  direetioB  of  Comicil,  that  I^fty  Men,  properly  arm'd, 
aoeoutred  &  Officeredy  bd  immediately  drawn  forth  from  the 
BaU»  of  Bucks  [or  Berks]  C*  Militia,  &  mov'd  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition to  George  Kline's,  in  Lower  Milford  Township,  &  place  com- 
monly called  Hoaonhaason. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  tfcoomjpany  them  thither,  ft  remain  with 
them  untill  the  farther  Orders  of  Council ;  ft  As  the  emergency  upon 
which  this  detachment  is  called  out,  will  admit  of  no  delay.  It  is 
expected  that,  you  will  take  some  means  to  furnish  them  with  pro- 
visions for  a  day  or  two  after  they  reach  the  place  above-mentioned, 
when  some  other  mode  of  supply  will  be  adopted.  All  possible  Care 
is  to  be  taken  that  the  troops  come  out  property  prepared  for  the 
most  active  service — ft  it  is  the  ezpressorder  of  Government  that  you 
calL  upon  the  whole  Reg'  until  you  get  the  aforesaid  Number  so 
prepared. 

I  am,  sir,  &c.,  with  much  respect, 

yr.  ob.  ft  very  humble  servt., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr., 
Seo'y. 
Ammunition  shall  meet  them  at  the  place  of  Rondoavons. 
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COMUIBSIQNlEad  TOB  ISDIAV  TkSATY  TO  VrJBM.  DiCKINSON, 

1784. 

Fort  Stonwiz,  Oot  4%  1784. 
Sir, 

We  emlrace  tbe  opporttraity  which  Is  offered  to  ns  hj  the  i^tui^ 
of  Monseiar  Marbois,  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable 
Gounoil|  of  onr  safe  arrival  at  this  place  after  a  tedious  Joar^ey. 
Sundry  unexpected  delays  have  retarded  the  Treaty,  And  the  con- 
ferences were  not  opened  till  yesterday,  when  they  were  begun  wit|i 
fonr  of  the  six  Nations ;  the  BusineBS,  in  our  Opinion,  would  not 
have  commenoed  so  soon  had  it  not  been  at  the  instance  of 
the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette,  who  wished  i-o  ftddress  the  Indians,  and 
was  under  the  necessity  of  departing  this  day,  or  to-morrow.  The 
Commissioners  did  not  enter  fully  into  the  business  of  their  appoint- 
ment, they  explained  the  purpose  of  the  Treaty,  introduced  the  Mar- 
quis De  la  Fayette  &  Monsieur  De  Marbois  in  Character  of  tho 
Minister  of  Franco.  The  Marquis  Addressed  them,  praised  those  who 
had  adhered  to  us  in  the  late  War — ^blamed  those  who  had  been  oitr 
JBiiemies  with  freedom  >  their  Answer  waa  pertineBt,  tad  hieathed 
the  spirit  of  peace.  The  Mohawks,  in  purtaonUr,  deolared  their 
repentance  for  the  Errors  which  they  had  committed.  We  were 
likewise  introduced  to  them  by  the  Continental  Commissioners.— 
We  have  Intelljgeice  that  Vsn  Tribes  of  Indians  ave  on  their  Maveh 
for  this  place,  great  part  of  wboni  are  expected  to  Morrow.  When 
these  Indians  arrive,  the  Commissioners  will  proceed  (we  are  fully 
satiafie^).  frith  all  possible  diligenoe. — ^Nothins  has  been  done  Offi- 
cially in  the  Business  of  our  appointment ;  out  we  beg  leave  to 
assure  joui  that  we  are  not  a  mooAeat  inattentive  to  the'Objeel  of 
our  Mission.  Wo  aro  happy  in  a  perfect  karmooy  with  tho  Coati- 
nental  Commiasiontars,  Altho'  wo  have  had  many  cross  aeddcoti  and 
embarrassing  oircaaistano^  from  oUier  Qoarters.  The  delays  whioh 
we  have  experienced,  (&  which  we  know  have  been  nnavoidahk^)  have 
indeed  giv«p  ^8  pain ;  B«t,  we  know  thai  our  only  resource  ia  patienoe, 
and  we  are  determii^d  to  use  it.  We  will  not  venture  to  give  any 
certain  Opinion  as  to  the  final  Issue  of  our  buaineas,  and  can  only 
say,  th^  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  now  Assembled  appean  to  he 
,&vomble« 

We  have  the  Honor  to  h^ 

with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  Bxcellencys  most 

Obedient  &  very  Hnm'I  Serv'to, 
SAM.  J.  ATLBK, 
W-  MACLAY,.' 
FBAS.  JOHNSTON. 
Directed, — Public  Servico. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
Exec.  Conncil  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Geand  Inquest  to  Council,  1784. 
•) 
To  tho  Honouimbk  tko  SopBeme  BxMoiive  Oouneil  of  At  State  of 

P^imsylTaiiia. 

The  Grand  InqtieBt  tcft  tlie  Oity  and  Goimty  of  Pltfladelpfaia^  do 
representi 

That  from  themoommoii  importation  of  Gottpowder  latelj  into  tliis 
(Stj,  and  the  inadequate  eise  of  the  Pabliek  Magasine  to  the  por- 
poeea  intended — The  Oitj  is  now  exposed  to  Terj  great  and  immi- 
nent danger. 

That  many  hnndred  Quarter  Casks  of  this  dangerous  eommodity 
is  now  kept  in  Tarione  places  within  the  City  and  suburbs;  to  th^ 
immediate  danger  of  the  Kres  and  property  of  the  good  GitiKena 
thereof. 

Therefore,  the  Grand  Inquest  requests  the  Honourable  Supreme 
Executive  Oounoil  to  take  the  alarming  situation  of  the  Inhabitants 
into  their  instant  and  serious  consideration;  (as  the  danger  to  hp 
appiehended  in  ease  of  Fire  is  truly  alarming,)  and  adopt  such 
measures  for  the  safbty  &  protection  of  the  Oity^  as  to  their  Wisdom 
nay  seem  meet. 

by  Older  of  the  Grand  Inquest,  this  29*  September,  1781 

WILLIAM  BUSH,  foreman. 


Pbeb.  Dickinsok  to  Magistrates,  1784. 

(Circular.) 

In  Council,  October  6,  ^784. 
Gentlemen, 

In  pursuanoe  of  the  Act  of  which  a  Copy  is  encloaed,  it  becomes 
'  my  duty  immediately  to  direct  that  some  two  or  more  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  in  &  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  proceed  forth- 
witli  in  eieouting  die  Laws  relating  to  foreeable  Bntties  £  Detainers,  in 
Order  that  the  several  persons,  who  in  the  Month  of  May  last  were 
Tiolently  dispossessed  of  their  Messuages,  Land  &  Tenements,  at  or 
near  Wiohinff^  which  they  Ihen^  occupied,  may  be  restored  to  the 
Possession  of  tne  same. 

Coning  in  your  Zeal  for  Jostaoe,  Peace  k  good  order,  I  desire 
that  you  will  prooeed  aeeordingly. 
With  great  Regard, 

I  am,  Qentlemen,^ 

your  most  obed'  &  hble.  sery*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

John  Buyers,  Christian  Gettig,  Andrew  Culberson,  John  Seely  ft 
David  Mead,  £squires. 
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Copt— Petition  op  Aaron  Doanb,  1784. 

To  His  Excellency,  John  Dickenson,  Esq',  Gk)vernor  of  the  State  of  ^ 

PennsyWania  &  President  of  the  SzBcatii«  Ooimeil. 

The  humble  Petition  of  Aaron  Doane,  a  poor  unhappy  Hbb,  now 
,un<ler  Sentenoe  of  Peaih  in  the  Goal  of  Philadelphia. 
Most  hnmbly  Shewetb, 

That  your  unfortunate  Petitioner  deeply  Impreesed  with  a  full 
Sense  of  your  merciful  Generosity  for  the  Extension  of  a  few  days 
Life,  most  humbly  throws  himself  at  thy  Merqy  Seat  praying  thy 
Compassion,  Humanity,  and  Mercy. 

Innooent  of  the  Crime  laid  to  his  Charge,  Outlawed  &  being 
absent  from  the  State^  whioh  hinder'd  his  knowledge  thereof,  He 
is  now  Condemned  to  Suffer  an  Ignominions  death,  unheard  or  OTea 
Tried,  to  know  if  he  was  guilty  of  the  Crime  or  not. 

Oh  thou  Qreat  Ruler,  to  whom  th»  Laws  hate  given  the  Power 
of  being  the  Dispensor  of  Life  and  death^Seal  n^^t  my  Death-^ 
Have  mercy  on  an  innocent  Man — Shed  not  my  Blood  unheard  or 
Tried-^If  by  the  Outlawry  I  am  to  Suffer— -Consider  thou  sreat 
Govemor,  my  Linocence,  my  not  being  Tried,  not  being  heard  and 
the  Power  vested  in  thee,  to  Extend  it  to  Objects  of  Meroy — Save 
then  my  Life  oh  gradoua  Judge— Let  Meroy  and  Compassion 
preside  in  thy  Breast  over  Bigorous  Law — Let  thy  Government  be 
Crowned  by  Lenity,  Moderation,  &  Mercy,  not  Rigor  or  Resent- 
ment— Pardon  thy  Suppliant  Petitioner,  Extend  thy  mercy  towards 
him — Give  thy  distressed  Servant  another  Sentenoe — ^Bannish  to 
other  Territories  thy  unfortunate  Suppliant — ^Biit  Let  not  thy 
humane  hand  Seal  my  Death,  Unheard  or  Untried,  but  Shew  thy 
Meroy}  and  may  the  Almighty  Dispensor  of  Life  and  Death,  take  thee 
in  hb  Charge  will  be  ever  the  prayer  of  the  wretched  unfortunate. 

AARON  DOANE.* 

New  Goal,  17  Oc,  1784, 
jDireciedy 

His  Excellency,  Jno.  Dickenson,  Esq*,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania^ 

Repairs  of  State  House,  1784. 

J.  Pearson  requests  the  Honble  Council  will  be  pleased  to  favor 
him  with  an  Order  on  the  Treasurer  for  Two  faundted  pounds  to 
purchase  several  materials,  and  to  pay  for  others  already  bought  for 
reparing  the  State  House. 

Great  part  o{  this  sum  is  now  necessary  and  the  whole  within 
Ten  days. 

*  He  \ras  pardoned,  March  28,  1785.  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  887, 
888-— 398.  A  person  of  the  same  name  wan  reprieved  under  the  gallows  at 
Newark,  N.  J.,  July,  17SS, -^Shallus*  Tables,   Vol  2,  p.  69. 
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Also  reqnesto  an  Order  on  Mr.  Joseph  Stiles  for  snch  ropes  end 
TaUe  Bloel&'tliat  are  in  his  pOBsessioQ  belopging  to  Um  State  and 
for  a  wheel  barrow  or  two.* 

gonble  Executive  CounoiL 
»t  19th,  1784. 

Wardmts  oj  Phila.  to  Pkbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Warden's  OffioOi 

Philadelphia,  October  26th,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  sundry  Reports  relatiye  to  the 
remoTing  of  the  Ghevanx  de  Frixe  for  the  satisfaction  of  Tonr  Ex- 
eeUeney  and  the  honorable  Gonnclli  from  which  as  well  as  from 
every  other  Circnmstanee  we  conceive  all  obstmction  to  the  Naviga* 
tion^comprised-witfaiifc  the  Oontracts  made  with  Mess'*  Levi  Hollings- 
wortfa  and  Arthur  Donaldson  are  effectually  removed  in  Consequenee 
of  which  we  have  given  those  Qentlemen  a  Certificate. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Beroect, 
Tour  SxcelMBc/s 
Mqs}  obedient  and 
very  humble  Servantfl| 
by  order  of  the  Board, 
DirecUd,  FRANCIS  OURNfiT.f 

His  Exoellenoy,  John  Biddnson,  Esquire,  President 

Port  of  Philadelphia, 

Warden's  Offioe,  October  26th,  1784. 
We  do  hereby  Certify  that  Mess"  Levi  Hollingsworth  and  Arthw 
Donaldson  have  not  only  removed  and  destroyed  forty-nine  Chevaux 
de  Friie,  but  from  the  Keports  of  the  Pilots  employed  in  sweeping 
the  Bed  of  the  River  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Mud  Island  and 
Billing's  port,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  also 
removed  all  the  Frame  that  were  Obstructions,  and  that  the  naviga- 
tion in  both  the  Bastem  and  Western  Channel  is  rendered  perleeUy 
safe.  FRANCIS  OUBNBY, 

SAMUEL  CALDWELL, 
GEORGE  ORD, 
NATHANIEL  FALOONm 
JOHN  HAZELWOOD, 
JOS.  BULLOCK.J 
A  tme  Copy.  ^ 

James  Trimble,  For  John  Armstrong,  Jun'r  Sec'y. 

•  See  Col.  Keo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  286. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  V0I.  XIV.,  p.  241. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  XIV.,  p.  241. 
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PjiB0^  DioKiHSOir  TO  Levi  HoLLuraswoBXH  &  A*  Dohals^ 

SON,  1784. 

In  Council^  Ootober  28Ui^  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Oertifioate  from  ibo  Wardens  of  thb  Port  gives  vm  great 
Satisfaction,  and  we  have  drawn  an  order  for  tlie  Payment  of  the 
BallaDce  due  to  jon. 

We  oannot  deny  oorselves  the  Pleasure  of  expressing  upon  this 
occasion,  our  sense  of  the  Attention  &  Ingenuity  exerted  in  remov- 
ing the  Gheyaux  de  Prize,  and  of  the  very  great  service  thereby 
rendered  to  our  Fellow  Citizens. 

I  am,  with  much  Respect, 

Qeatlemeii,  your  most 

obedient  and  very 

hamble  servant^ 
JOHN  DICKINSON  * 
Directed, 

Messrs.  Arthnr  DoBald|pn  and  Levi  Hollingsworth. 


Pass.  DioKXKSOH  TO  MoNS.  Marbois,  1784. 

In  Coanoil,  October  80th,  1784. 
Sir. 

We  inclose  the  concluded  proeeedings  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  the  Case  of  Charles  Julian  de  Longohamps,  %nd  it  ib  with  mnch 
PlttMOre  we  observe  the  Bespect  therein  numifested  for  the  Law  of 
Nations* 

I  am  with  great  Begard, 

Sir,  your  most 
obedient  &  most 
humble  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
JHreded, 

Mr.  Barbe  de  Marbois. 


Prbe*  JDcceikson  to  Minister  op  Unitbd  Netherlands, 

1784. 

Li  Council,  October  81st,  1784. 
Sir, 
We  inclose  the  final  proceedings  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  justice 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  YoL  XIY.,  p.  241. 
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in  the  Case  of  Charles  Julian  de  Longobamps ;  and  observe  with 
Pleasore  the  Respect  thereby  manifect^  for  the  Law  of  Nations. 
I  anil  with  very  great  Esteem, 

Sir,  year  most 
obedient  and  moat 
humble  servanti 
JOHN  DICKINSON. 
J)irected, 

The  Minist«  of  the  United  Netherlands. 


MoNS.  Mabbois  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1784. 

(Translation.) 

Philadelphia,  1st  November,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  was  informed  on  my  jonmey  that  the  Conrt  of  Oyer  ft  Ter« 
"miner  had  passed  Judgment  on  the  Frenchman  who  became  guilty 
of  a  crime  against  the  law  of  Nations.  I  immediately  repaired 
hither  to  be  informed  from  your  Excellency  of  the  tenor  of  this 
Judgment.  My  Brother  delivered  me  o%  my  arrival  the  Extract 
from  the  Record  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  send  him  the  day 
before  yesterday;  I  shall  transmit  it  to  the  King's  Mtnisterv,  ft 
wait  on  Congress  with  the  orders  which  his  Majesty  shall  think  pro- 
per to  cause  to  be  directed  to  me. 

I  am  with  respect,  Sir^ 

your  Excellency's  most 

humble  ft  most 

obedient  servant, 

DE  MARBOIS. 
DivtcUdf 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  State. 


TbstimOnulb  op  p.  S.  Duponceau,  1784. 

Je  rends  aveo  pTaisir  k  M  Du  Ponceau  le  t^moignage  qn'il  m'a 
paru  dans  toutes  les  occasions  se  conduire  de  maniere  ii  meriter  la 
eonfiance  dn  pnbfio  et  je  pense  que  ses  talens  et  sa  bonne  conduite 
l6  rendent  digne  de  remploi,  qu'il,  sollicite. 

Philadelphie  le  26  Sber,  1783 
Francisco  Bendon«      Jacq.  Lacaze.  Jh.  Th.  Carr^. 

Onfray  Lainniere.       P.  I>.  Robert.  Du  Bey. 

Benj.  Terrasson.         C.  P.  Raguet.  P.  Barriere. 

N.  Perre.  Chev.  de  la  Luierne.  Mallet. 

Ch.  Garr^.  Marbois.  N.  Raguet. 

Fred.  Divoux.  Barb^.  E.  Hiittncr. 

Dumont  James  Yanusem. 
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StBUBW  TO  PaBS.  DiOEilrsoK,  1784. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Daponeean,  'who  will  hftre  the  honor  to  deliver  yoar  Ezoel- 
lenpy  tbis^  wu  with  me  four  years  as  Captain  &  aid  de  Gamp  in 
whiok  time  I  had  oentinnal  proofs  of  his  capacity  &  conduct,  after- 
wards he  served  as  assistant  Secretary  in  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs  with  the  approbation  &  esteem  of  its  bead  &  of  those  who 
were  joined  with  him. 

He  is  now  a  Citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  &  offers  his  Service  to  the 
State  as.a  notary  fto.,  for  which  affiur  he  powessee  all  the  necessary 
qualifications.  As  I  am  particularly  interested  in  the  wellfiure  of 
this  young  Gentlemen  who  came  with  me  from  Enrope,  I  take  the 
liberty  to  recommend  him  to  your  Ezcellencys  protection  &  i 
tanoc;  wbich  will  lay  me  under  the  greatest  obligations^ 
with  the  greatest  respect^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

yottr  Exeellency  obedient  Servant, 

STEUBEN, 
^  H.  M. 

His  Ezqy.  Qov.  Piokinsoni 


Petition  op  P.  S.  Du  Poncbau,  1784. 

To  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  and  the 
Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  Peter  Stephen  Dn  Ponceau^  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  the  office  of  Notary  Public  ft  Interpreter  for  the  French  ft 
Spanish  Languages  having  become  vacant  by  the  dieath  of  the  late  Paul 
^ooks,  Esquire,  the  mutual  intercourse  between  the  Citixena  of /this 
State  and  foreigners  has  greatly  suffered  from  the  want  of  another 
persons  being  appointed  in  his  place.  That  the  aamb^  of  foreign- 
ers who  daily  nock  to  this  City  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  an  ujore- 
strained  oommeroe,  having  greatly  increased  since  the  peace,  their 
ignorance  of  the  language  of  this  country  lays  them  continually 
under  very  great  difficulties,  and  that  the  appointment  of  a  successor 
to  Mr.  Fooks,  would  greatly  tend  to  the  advantage  of  Commerce  & 
facilitate  an  intercootfie  with  foreigners  in  this  state. 

Tour  Petitioner  takes  the  liberty  to  represent  to  your  Excelleocy 
&  the  Honorable  Council,  that  he  has  made  the  study  of  foreign 
languages,  &  particularly  of  the  French^  Spanish  ft  ^italian^   the 
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dbjeot  of  lis  pailioalfr  aitentibn.  Be  is'a  Citleeii  of  thifl  ootnidOB- 
wealth,  &  has  served  the  United  Statee  from  a  rety  earlv  ^ariod  of 
the  late  war,  first  as  a  Captain  in  the  oontinental  army  ft  aid  de  Camp 
to  major  Oeneral  SteabeOi  and  aflerwai^  as  .  under  Seoretar j  fqr 
foreign  affairs.  Upon  the  oessation  of  hostilities  he  has  retired  to 
private  life.  Not  neing  favoured  with  the  gift  of  Fortune,  he 
wbhes  to  support  himself  by  an  honest  industry,  &  to  enable  him- 
self at  the  same  time  to  continue  the  study  of  the  Jiaw  which  is  the 
immediate  object  of  his  pursuit.     Your  Petitioner  therefore  prays. 

That  the  Honorable  Coun(iiI  wilt  be  pleased  to  appoint  &  com- 
mission him  to  be  a  notarv  &  Tabellioa  public  for  the  £oglish, 
French,  Spanish  &  Italian  languages.  &  Interpreter  for  the  samcj 
in  the  room  of  Paul  Fooks,  Esquire,  deceased. 

Thatthey  will  be  pleased  to  allow  him  to  exercise  the  same  powers 
of  administering  Oaths  and  affirmations  &C|  as  are  mentioned  in  the 
Commission  granted  by  the  Honble.  Council  to  the  said  Paul  Fooks. 
Ssqr.,  &  that  they  will  invest  him  with  the  same  offices,  powers  & 
authorities,  with  which  the  said  Paul  Fooks  by  the  above  mentioned 
oommission  was  invested. 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c., 

PBTBK  B.  DU  PONCEAU. 
Pb]2addphia,  80tK  October,  1783. 
Being  well  acquainted  with  Major  Du  Ponceau,  and  having  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  observing  the  Ease  and  Readiness  with 
which  he  hath  interpreted  and  translated  different  foreign  Langua- 
ges into  English.  We  do  certify  that  from  the  best  Judgment 
which  w^  are  aUe  to  form,  and  from  the  great  aatiatetion  which  he 
hath  given  as  well  as  from  his  good  Character  we  believe  him  to  be 
a  weU  qualified  and  very  proper  Fefaoa  for  (ke.  office  or  Appoint- 
ment in  ye  Ibngoing  Petition  prayed  for. 

Jacob  Rwsb,  Wffl.  Lewis,  Atex.  Wilcocks^ 

Dan.  01yni«^,  '  Joma.  D.  Sergeant,  John  D.  Cox, 

Robt.  Moi^,  Jared  Ingersoll,  Stuben,        H.  M. 
Jamea  Wilson, 


Paai^  DioKonmr  w  GtovBinroB  09  NoRf tf  OaroIiIka, 

1784. 

In  Council,  November  5th,  1T84,- 
Bir, 

We  are  iirfbrmed,^  that  Amos  William  also  is  charged  with  being 
an  ac'conohpliee  in  several  Robberies  Burglaries  &  Felonies  committed 
iu  ibis  State*,  A  has  fed  from  Justioe,  is  now  in  the  District  of 
Hillsborough  in  the  State  of  North  OaroUita,  Weiherefore  think  it  our 
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doty  to  request,  that  he  may  be  delivered  up  to  Ahidi  Buly,  tk 
Searari  in  order  to  be  removed  to  this  State.     % 
I  am  with  great  Eetoem  Sir, 

jour  meet  obedienti  and 

most  humble  eervanty 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Direeiedf 
His  Sxoellenqy  the  Oovemor  of  North  Carolina. 


Pbbs.  Pickiksok  to  Goverkob  of  Massachusetts,  1784 

In  Councilj  November  12th,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  are  informed  that  George  Gamer  and  Joseph  Smith  who  are 
charged  with  Felony  committed  in  this  City  and  have  fled  from 
Jostice,  are  now  in  Boston.  We  therefore  think  it  onr  daty  to 
request,  that  they  may  be  delivered  np  to  the  Bearer  Hr.  John 
Poyntell  in  order  to  be  removed  to  this  State. 
I  am  with  great  Regard  Sir, 

Yoor  most  obedt.  hble.  Servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed, 

Bis  Excellency,  The  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 


Election  of  Delegates  to  OoNa&BSS,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly 
Tneeday  November  16  1784/  A.  tf . 
Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  fionse  piroo^ixl  to  th« 
election  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  CoagiteMi  of  the 
United  States  for  the  ensuine  year^  and  the.  ballots  being  taken  it 
appeared  that  the  Honorable  Joseph  Reed,  Cadwalader  Morrii, 
William  Montgomery,  Joseph  Gardner^  and  William  Henry,  of 
Lancaster,  Esquires,  werQ  duly  elected. 

Wednesday,  November  17, 1784,  A.  M. 
A  letter  from  Cadwalader  Morris  Bsqnire,  dieoted  a  Delegate  to 
represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  was  read, 
praying  leave  to  resign  the  said  appointment,  and  on  motion,  and 
by  epeoial  order,  the  same  was  read  the  second  time. 
Ordered  that  his  resignation  be  accepted. 

Extract  from  the  minntesy 

J.  SHALLUS,* 
Asst  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembty. 

•  Col  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.  p.  261. 
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MOKS.  MaBBOIS  to  PbES.  DiOKINSONy  1784. 

Pfailadriplik,  16Ui  fifoyr,  1784. 

SlTi 

I  Lad  the  honor  of  writing  sundry  Letters  to  vonr  Ezcellencji 
requesting  that  you  would  be  pleased^  in  oonformity  with  the 
reoommendations  of  Congress  to  procure  to  the  subjects  of  His 
Majesty^  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  Loan  Office  certificateli 
issued  in  this  State.  I  beg  yon  wil  be  pleased  to  let  me  know  what 
has  been  determined  thereupon,  that  I  may  give  information  of  it  to 
his  Majest/s  subjects.  You  may  easily  conceive,  Sir,  how  unfortu- 
nate it  is  for  them,  after  having  placed  so  much  confidence  in  the 
thirteen  United  States  to  see  that  the  interests  of  those  Oertificatea 
have  been  paid  to  Americans,  while  the  French  have  been  excluded 
from  those  payments. 

I  also  beg  your  Excellency  to  let  me  Enow  the  motives  which 
Jiave  rendered  the  reoommendations  of  Congress  ineffectual^  that  I 
may  impart  them  to  that  Honourable  Body. 
I  am  with  respect  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed,)  DE  MABBOIS. 

A  true  Trsnslatkm  from  the  original. 

PETER  S.  DU  PONCEAU, 
sworn  Interpreter. 


JUBGB  HOPKINSOH  TO  PbBS.  DICKINSON,   1784. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  Honourable;  The  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen; 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  enclosed  DeposiUons  to  the  Gonsidera- 
iion  of  your  Honourable  Board;  requesting  your  advice  in  the 
Business  to  which  they  refer.  The  Vessel  in  Question  was«ttaohed 
under  a  writ  of  the  AdmSxalty  to  answer  a  Tradesman  for  work  done 
A  materials  found  in  building  her  at  Marcus  hook,  by  virtue  of 
a  late  Law  of  this  State  for  that  Purpose.  As  ^on  as  she  was 
launched  the  attachment  was  laid,  &  the  forcible  rescue  immediately 
follow'd,  &  the  offenders  escaped  with  the  property  into  Delaware 
State.  The  vessel  &  the  Paf ties  I  believe  are  yet  in  the  Port  of  Wil- 
mington, &  I  should  hope  that  it  will  be  thought  necessary  to  take 
itbe  most  speedy  measures  for  bringing  the  offender  to  answer  for 
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the  Indignity  they  have  thrown  on  a  Court  of  Joslioe  of  this 
(yommoi^liwth. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
with  great  Beapeot  Gendemeni 
yonr  most  obedient^ 
and  meet  faithfal  hnmble  flerrant. 

FfiAS.  HOPKINSON. 
Directed^ 
His  Eseellaney  ProBideDt  Dickiiisoii, 
Philada.,  Noy.  IGtb,  1784. 


MoNS.  Mabbois  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  the  17  November,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  the  beginning  of  last  Summer  a  report  spread  in  some  parts  of 
this  Continent  that  there  was  suspicion  cf  the  plajg;ue  being  mt  Mar- 
seilles; altho'  withonfany  foundation  this  report  has  been  the  source 
of  anxiety  to  Merchants.  The  Marshal  de  Castries  who  has  been  in- 
formed of  it  has  done  me  the  honour  to  write  me  such  particulars 
as  are  most  proper  to  remove  their  fears ;  he  informa  ma  that  *<  stt  1\ad- 
<^  inff  vessels  ooming  from  the  Levant  are  only  admitted  at  the  ports 
<<  of  Marseilles  &  Toulon,  bat  particularly  at  the  former,  that  the 
'^  Lanretto  of  Marseilles  has  the  most  sure  resources,  in  the  most  cer- 
.  <^  tain  practice  of  the  various  methods  used  for  the  purification  of 
*^  Goods  and  the  treatment  of  Persons.''  <<  Vessels,  continues  this 
'^  Minister,  directly  fitted  out  from  Marseilles,  when  there  are  no 
<<  particolar  graaodii  of  sospicion,  may  be  received  with  perf^bct  con- 
<<  fidence  and  full  credit  may  bo  given  to  the  Bills  of  Health  de- 
*^  liveied  by  the  Ubigistrates  of  this  City  whose  Integ^ty  is  ms  well 
<^  known  as  their  vigilance  and  Capacity.'' 

I  thought  it  my  duty,  Sir,  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency 
these  accounts  in  order  to  dissipate  now  and  henceforth  all  kind  of  un- 
^eftuneai.  Yon  will  find  further  pntietlan  ih  the  printed  Paper 
whioh  I  have  the  honour  to  address  to  you,  and  the  espeffienee  of  aU 
the  Vessels  whioh  trade  between  Marseilles  and  the  Porta  of  this 
Gontioeot  proves  the  truth  of  the  &ots  whkh  are  theiem  wAiwpmL 
t  am  with  lespeot  Sir, 
your  Ezcellenc/s  very  humble,  and 

tery  obedient  Servant, 

BARBlfi  BB  MABBOIS. 
Dtrediedf 

His  Bxeellenoy  John  Dickinion,  Esqr.,  Piwidint  of  Hie  Mate  ntf 
Penna. 
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COMBCISSIONBRS  POB  TBEATING  WITH  THB  INDIANS,   1784. 

Sonborj;  NovemW  l&ik,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoa  that  after  endaring  very  great 
iatigoe  we  have  happily  effeeted  our  ne^ciations  with  the  six  con- 
federated Tribes  of  Indiana.  The  consideration  agreed  on  by  us  to 
be  paid  them  for  the  Land  parohased,  with  sneh  other  partionlars  as 
yon  would  wish  to  have  communicated,  Col.  Johnston  will  lay  be- 
fore you. 

In  regard  to  the  Tiadaughton  Creek  on  the  West  Branch  of  Sns-  ' 
quehanna  mentioned  Jin  the  Deed  of  1768.     We  beg  leave  to  inform 
yon  that  the  six  nations  publicly  declared  Pine  creek  to  be  the  same 
as  will  appear  by  the  inclosed  paper.     We  are  now  in  Company  with 
the  Continental  Commissioners  and  mean  to  proceed  with  all  the 
dispatch,  the  approaching  season  will  admit  to  Cayahauga,  the  place 
fixed  on  by  them  for  holding  a  Treaty  with  the  Western  Indians, 
where  we  trust  we  shall  be  as  successful  as  at  the  former. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obed. 

and  very  humble  Servants, 

BAM.  J.  ATLEB, 
WM.  MACLAY, 
FRA.  JOHNSTON.* 
Directed^ 

(Public  service.) 
His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  in  Council. 


Answer  of  the  Six  Nations  to  Commissiokers,   1784. 

Brothers  from  Pennsylvania. 

We  have  heard  what  you  have  said  and  are  well  pleased  with  the 
same.  The  Consideration  we  have  fully  agreed  on  which  we  are  to 
receive  for  the  Lands,  and  agreeable  to  your  request  have  appointed 
Capt.  Aaron  Hill,  Onegueandahonjo  and  Konegbariko  of  the  '  Mo- 
hawk Tribe,  Kayenthoghke,  Thaghneghtanhare  &  Teyagonen- 
dageghti  of  the  Seneca,  Ohendarighton,  &  Thoneiyode  of  the  Cayu- 
ga, Sagoyakalongo  &  Otoghselonegh,  Ojistalale,  Oneyaaha,  Oagh- 
saweda,  ft  Odaghseghto  of  the  Oenida,  &  Onasaghweughle  ft 
Thalondawagon  of  the  Tuscarora,  as  suitable  persons  to  receive  the  ' 
Goods  from  you. 

With  regud  to  the  Creek  called  Teadaghton  mentioned  in  your 

♦  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XIV.,  p..261.-6ee  also  Archives,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  809  (note.) 
Vol.  X.— 16 
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Deed  of  1768,  we  have  already  answered  yon  and  again  repeat  i^ 
it  is  the  same  jon  call  Pine  creek,  being  the  largest  emptying  into 
the  West  branch  of  the  Snsqnehanna. 

Agreeable  to  yonr  wish  we  have  appointed  Thaghneghlanhare  to 
attend  yonr  Surveyor  in  running  the  Line  between  you  and  us. 

We  do  hereby  .certify  that  the  aforegoing  speech  was  this  daj 
made  by  Captain  Aaron  Hill,  on  the  behalf  of  the  Six  Nationa  tt 
the  Pennaylvania  Commissioners.  •         i 

Witness  our  hand  this  Twenty  third  day  of  Octoberi  AnnoDomiiio 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Eighty  four. 

SAM.  KIRKLANB,  Missry. 
JAMES  DEAN,  Interpreter, 


Pbbs.  Dickinson  to  PIies.  of  Cong!rebs,  1784. 

In  Council,  November  22, 1784. 
Sir, 

Last  May  we  informed  Congress  of  the  Offences  cottimitted  by  a 
Frenchman  in  this  State.  We  have,  made  every  Uxertion  in  our 
Power  for  asserting  the  Iiaw  Of  Nations  on  the  occasion  ;  the  final 
proceedings  of  our  Supreme  Court  concerning  it,  are  inclosed. 

We  now  rely  upon  the  Wisdom  of  Congress,  and  hope  that  the 
Communication  we  have  had  the  Honor  of  transmitting  will  be  im- 
proved by  them  in  such  a  Manner,  that  this  troublesome  affair  may 
not  be  attended  by  any  disagreeable  Consequence. 
^  I  am,  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most 
humble  Servant, 
.     'i  JOHN  DICKINSON.* 

Directed, 
.  His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Congress. 


Pabs.  Dickinson  jo  DfiLEaAiss  in  Cdnqbess,  1784. 

i       •  In  Council,  November  22^  1784* . 

iGtentlemefrj 

'-     We  ineloMH  Letter  for  A»  President  of  Congress  whioh  .wie  iwre 
'  Ut%  open-  for  y«iir  p^ruMl.* 

As  you  must  be  sensible  of  the  Difficulties  that  hwre  oocursed  in 
'a  Case  of  sudb  Nofelty,  we  think  it  unneoessaiy  to  sky  any  ihing  on 

♦See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIV.;  p.  2te. ' 
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thafe  H«ad ;  arid  We  do  liofft  d(mH  bat  jon  will  satisfy  Congress,  that 
every  pr6pe^  legal  step  has  been  taken  by  the  goyemmeiit  of  Miis 
State  upoD  the  oeoaeion. 

We  "are  also  ooDfident  that  you  will  exert  yonr  iDfloenee  to  ^fo^ 
mote  such  Measares  in  Congress  as  may  haj^y  terminate  this  dis- 
agreeable afiair. 

I  am,  witb  greatest 
/  Eespect,  Gentlemen, 

Year  most  obedient| 

And  most  humble  serrant, 

JOHN  DlCKIlSfaON.*    ' 

P.  S. — ^We  inclose  the  Besolutions  of  the  committee  of  the  StatO; 
of  June  if  1784.    Approving  the  Conduct  of  this  Government 
Directed,     _ 
The  Honorable*the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania^  in  Congress] 


EuiczioN  OF  B.  H.  Lu,  as  P&bs«..oj'  C2o2(aRsaa,  1784» 

(Circular.) 

TnntoD,  November  80th,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Eight  fifeates  being  met  the 
United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  have  this  day  prooeeded  to  the 
Chbiee^f  a  President,  &  have  Elected  for  the  ensuing  year  His  Bz- 
eellency  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  your  most  obedient 

&  most  hum.  Servt.,  '^ 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  ' 

Seo'y.t' 
Direct, 

His  Eioellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pms.  DrcKiNSON  TO  Paul  Phipps,  1784.         :'i 

In  Counoily  Deer.  1, 1784. 
•Sir, 

We  are  extremely  sensible  of  the  Hutnanity  and  Politeness  which 
dictated  ttie  Communication  contained  in  your  Letter  dated  the  3d 
'of  last  month,  and  which  we  received  this  Day. 

*"  ♦See  Col.  IUo.»  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  262.     '    *      - 

t  See  Col.  Ree.  VoL  IX.^  p.  271. 
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We  have  ordored  tbem  to  be  printed  inmedietelj ;  aad  ehall  be 
very  glad  if  any  Mearares  we  caD  take  ean  contribute  to  tbe  sense 
of  your  exertions  for  tbe  advancement  of  '^  Jnsuoe/'  &  ibe  Belief 
.of  tbe  '^  oonoemed.'^ 

I  am  witb  great  esteem 

Sir;  yonr  ob.  k 

Tery  bble.  Servi/ 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

1784,  December  let  To  Paol  Pbipps,  Esquirci  at  Eangston, 
Jamaica. 


Bam'l  J.  Atlee  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Pequea,  Lancaster  Coanty,  Not.  18tb,  1784. 
Sir. 

I  take  tbe  first  opportunity  to  inform  Council  of  my  arrival  last 
evening,  -$%  my  own  House,  to  take  a  few  days  rest  and  refresbment 
after  tbe  most  fateaguing  piece  of  Business  I  ever  undertook. 

I  bave  tbe  great  pleasure  of  reporting  tbat,  tbat  part  of  our  mis- 
sion tbat  respected  tbe  Nortbem  Tribes  bas  been  concluded  to  our 
utmost  wisb,  and  I  trust  will  be  fully  satisfactory  to  tbe  State.  Tbe 
Consequences  we  must  leave. 

Col.  Jobnston  bas  beged  a  few  days  to  see  bis  Family,  wben  we 
sball  sett  off  upon  tbe  remaining  part  of  our  Task,  wbiob  I  fear 
will  be  mnob  more  disagreeable  than  tbe  former,  by  reasou  of  tbe 
advanced  Season  of  year,  I  mean  our  Western  Duty.  We  bope, 
bowever  sbou'd  we  return  safe  to  be  able  to  report  upon  tbat  Busi- 
ness witb  equal  Satisfaction  to  ourselves  and  Constituents. 

Tbe  Deed  from  tbe  Six  Nations  for  its  greater  security  we  tbougbt 
plioper  Col.  Jobnston  should  take  witb  him,  but  upon  second  con- 
sideration I  thought  best  to  bave  it  witb  us,  and  bave  apprised  bin 
thereof.  Shou'd  Councill  be  desirous  of  seeing  it|  be  will  have  tbe 
pleasure  of  laying  it  before  tbem  for  their  purusal. 

Untill  my  Arrival  I  heard  little  of  tbe  Contests  subsisting  re- 
specting tbe  late  Elections,  particularly  of  this  County.  My  un- 
fortunate, absence  upon  public  Business  in  Octobec  last  prevented 
my  dedarinff  against  an  Election  of  Committees  for  this  County, 
which  had  I  b^n  present  I  think  I  should ,  have  done  judging  my- 
self fully  intitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive  for  three  years  from  the 
preceediog  Election ;  this  I  think  I  have  full  Authority  for,  from 
the  19th  Section  of  tbe  Frame  of  Government,  which  saysy  "  for  tbe 
present,  (that  is  tbe  year  1777,)  the  Supreme  Executive  Councill 
sball  consist  of  twelve  persons  chosen  in  the  following  manner,  &c., 
and  ever  after  tbe  first  choice  in  1777,  the  successive  Councellers 
shall  be  chosen  for.  three  years  and  no  longer. 
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By  this  Clause,  I  think  myself  intitled  for  two  yean  longer  to  a 
Seat  in  the  Counoill.  Nothing  but  the  important  puUick  Duty 
assigned  me,  would  prevent  my  Attendance  and  demanding  my  seat, 
but  trusting  in  the  Wisdom  and  impartial  Justice  of  Counoill  and 
determining  shortly  to  Proceed  to  the  Westward  must  defer  it,  untill 
our  return  to  make  our  final  report 

Orantiiig  a  right  of  Election  for  a  Councellor  the  last  Ootobef • 
(which  I  by  no  means  do,)  I  think  my  pretentions  strengthened 
^if  possible,)  by  »  great  majority  of  my  Constituents  having  declared 
for  me  which  I  trust  will  be  found  if  the  matter  shall  be  diought 
worthy  ^  eooL  and  full  investigation. 

The  Election  of  the  District  of  Paxton  returning  about  Bighl 
hundred  Votes,  I  understand  has  been  held  without  the  Judges, 
Ac,  being  legally  quallifyed,  and  that  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  or  at  most  two  hundred  Voters  present 

Complaints  are  likewise  made  against  the  Exorbitant  members 
returned  from  the  District  of  Lebanon,  the  Disproportion  of  the 
Voters  present  being  )iearly  similar  to  that  of  Paxton. 

Meer  matter  of  Right  and  not  of  Choice  has  induced  me  thus 
fully  to  write  to  your  Excellency  and  Council,  for  be  assured.  Sir, 
I  find  more  real  enjoyment  and  Satisfac^oa  in  one  weeks  residence 
with  my  Family  and  Friends^than  I  have  experienced  in  all  the  nine 
or  ten  yean  Attendaaee  upon  the  Duties  of  the  Publiek. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  Excellency's 

and  the  Coundrs  most 
obedient  and  most  hble.  Scrvt. 

SAM'L  J.  ATLEE. 
DineUdf 

His  Excellenoy,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President 


Pbks.  Dickinson  to  Qen'l  John  Abmstbong,  1784. 

In  Council,  November  27th,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  should  be  glad  thai  you  would  return  to  Philadelphia  as  soon 
as  will  be  convenient,  in  order  that  upon  the  fullest  Information  we 
may  take  such  ulterior  Measures  as  Uie  situatioa  of  the  aibirs  in 
North'  may  render  pvopen 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Direcfedf 

Gen^l  John  Armstrong. 
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Pb:b8.  Diokihson  to  Moks.  Marbois,  1784. 

la  Council;  NoTttmbcr  80;  1784« 
air,' 

Wo  havQ  transmitted  to  the  Qjanend  Assembly  your  Letter  of  tbo 
16  Instant  as  we  have  tibe  former  applications  with  whioh  we  haTO 
been  lionored  on  the  same  snbjeeti. 

The  Power  of  deckling  thereon  b^bnga  solely  to  the  LegidatiVe 
Branoh;  of  th0  gDvemment;;  and  as.we  £ive  no  Bight  io  reqaiie  an 
Exposition  of  the  ''  Motives  "  of  their  Gondbcfc^  w^e  oannot  nndertahe 
Io  delermiiie  what  thegr  aM.       # 

t  am  with  B.espeeb,  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Direcied, 
Mr.  de  Marbois.  ' 


MiJfAfiBBfi  OF  SlAM  LOTTS&T  TO  COUNCIL;  1784« 

To  the  Hooorabl&tho  Supreme  Bxeenftivo  Connoil. 

The  Managers  of  the  State  Lottery  beg  leave  to  represent ; 

That  the  sale  of  the  Tickets  in  the  first  ClaM  of  the  said  Lottery 
at  present  amounts  to  but  thirteen  hundred  &  sixty  five  Tickets. 

That  they  are  of  Opiiiion  it  would  contribute  very  much  to  the 
Sale  of  the  Tickets  if  a  day  was  immediately  fixed,  upon  which  the 
drawing  of  the  ea!d  Class  should  commence;  which  they  humbly 
submit  to  the  Consideration  of  Council. 

:M.HILLBGAS,  \ 

B.  FULLER,  Y     Managers. 

M  ATTS.-  CLAKKSON. ) 
Lottery  Offioe,  Decom.  6/1784. 


Charlbs^  BELLSTBi>T  TO  Pbes.  Dickikson,  1784. 

PfaUaddpkia,  Deo'r  7Ui,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  kavn  tile  honor  of  oommni^oating  toyonr  Ezodlenoy  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden's  commission^  osnsjtjtBting  me  Swedielk 
Consul,  to  residq  as  such  ip  Philadelphia  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
along  with  the  Kecognition  of  the  United  States  in  Congreas 
assembled;  and  request  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  issue  an 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  XIV.  pp.  276. 
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Exeqnatni;  tl^ereof  and  caysQ  the  said  mjr  appoLntment  to  be  known, 
to  all,  ^hom  it  maj  concern. 
I  am  respectfully 

your  Excellency's  most  bumble 
and  most  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  HELLSTEDT.*' ;; 

J^irected^ 

*  His  Exoellenoy  John  Dickinson,  Esq'rj  President  of  O^e.  State  .^1 
Pennsylvania. 


). 


Bbi^bt^  OOP.  CouKoiL  on  OBNSaAS,  1784. 


.  Yonr  CSommittee  Appointed  to  extract  snob  paits  of  the  Report  ai 
adopted  by  the  Oonnoil  of  Oeneorty  as  th^  shall  jn^  nattaaary  for 
the  Hoaae  to  take  Order  thaceon  Beg  Leave  to  B^ii  fnrilUr  ui 
part. 

l!h6  OoooeiL  of  Cenaora  aref  of  opiaion,  That  the  proceedinga  a^ 
Sentence  of  the  Oenl.  Assembly  (fitb  ManOi,  1783>.  i^  whioh 
Timothy  Matlacki  kie  Seontary  of  the  Supreme  IlxeeiatiTe  Oooneilv 
vas'deeiared  ««a«warthy  of  PaUiok  Trust  and  Oonidenoe '^f  ^^^^ 
weottatitatioBal,  page  118. 

'  That  year  Colnnittee  are  of  Opinion  the  House  should  take 
Older  tb^seoor 
Indtmedf 

Fditber  Report  in  part  of  committee  app'd  to  eititet  such  parti 
of  the  Import  of  the  Oonnoil  of  Censors  as  they  may  deem  neoessary 
^r  the  House  to  take  ordet'  thereon. ' 

Bead  1  time  Dee'r  10,  17S4.  Read  2  time  Dee.  11  and  referrod 
to  Mr.  KMf  Mr.  E^re^  Mrw  Fraser  and  Mr.  J.  Olark  to  report 
•thereon.'        • 


Mbmobxal  of  Timothy  Matlack,  1784. 

To  The  Geberid  Assembly  of  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  o¥ 
Pennsylvania  The  Memorial  k  Petition  of  Timothy  Matlack       * 
Respectfully  shewetb, 

That  the  Odmptroller  General  on  the  19th  of  March,  1783  re- 
ported to  the  President  &  Council  a  state  of  the  money  received  and 
paid  by  your  memorialist  ar^Secretary  reduced  to  specie  value  ac- 
cording to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  stating  in  the  report  his  opinion, 
that  the  Secretary  had  to  Adcount  for  certain  fees  received  by  him 
^<suoh  as  the  keeper  of  the  grisat  seal,  &c./'  giving  his  opinion,  that 
the  sum  of  divers  fees  charged  to  the  state,  by  the  Secretary  ''.is 

«  See  Col.  Bec.^  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  27C. 
/  ,       t  See  AtoWtcb,  Vol.  IX.,  p.  762. 
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aliogether  inadmissible/'  stating  tliat  the  Secretary  '^has  also 
charged  his  salary,  as  fixed  in  October,  1778,  to  December,  1781, 
in  contradiction  (as  he  says)  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  by  which  it 
ends  at  the  22nd  day  of  June,  1781,  and  praying  ^'  to  be  instmeted 
^  by  the  Honorable  the  Gonnoil  or  Assembly  what  to  their  pmdeneo 
<'  and  superior  wisdom  appear  most  elligible''  as  to  the  manner  of 
determining  the  said  points.  That  the  said  report  was  referred  by 
His  Excellency  &  Council  to  the  Hononrable  Honse  of  Assembly 
which,  thereupon,  March  22nd,  1783,  Resolved,  That  the  Comp- 
troller  General  of  this  *^  state  proceed  to  the  trial  of  the  contested 
"  points  in  the  accounts  of  Timothy  Matlaek,  Esq'r,  Secretary  of  the 
'<  Supreme  Executive  Council  by  a  jury  in  the  Supreme  Court" 
That  your  memorialist  used  his  utmost  endeavours  to  have  the  said 
points  tried  as  early  as  possible;  but,  when  he  had  flattered  himself 
that  the  day  had  arrived  on  which  they  would  have  been  determioed, 
the  Qounsel  for  the  state  deelared  that  the  house  had  ordered  what 
could  not  be  done,  that  it  was  an  absurdity,  that  to  swear  a  jury  to 
try  and  nve  a  verdict  on  a  point  of  law,  was  a  thing  which  had 
never  bttore  been  heard  of;  and  hitherto  your  memorulist  has  not 
been  able  to  obtain  any  decision  on  the  said  pointar 

That  in  oonaequenee  of  this  mode  directed  by  the  house  yow 
memorialist  has  been  prevented  from  entering  into  business  of  any 
kind  for  near  two  yeara  past,  and  that  «iy  furaier  delayi  will  utterly 
ruin  him  and  his  family.  That  the  facts  respecting  Ml  said  aooonnta 
are  agreed,  no  question  whatever  having  arisen  upon  them  at  any 
time;  neither  has  your  memorialist  at  any  time  objected  to  any 
mode  of  deciding  the  points  stated  by  the  Uomptroltar  General. 

If  a  jury  cannot  be  sworn  to  try  them,  which  indeed  your  memori- 
aliit  stands  informed  is  an  unusual  thing,  he  is  content  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges  thereupon,  and  therefore  pravn  that  thb  honour- 
able house  will  reconsider  the  said  resolve  of  March  22, 1788  and 
order  that  the  opinion  of  the  judges  may  be  taken  on  the  points 
stated  by  the  Comptroller  General  which  are  points  of  law  only  in 
which  no  fact  whatever  is  mixed,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  proceed, 
conformably  thereto,  and  conformably  to  the  equitable  principle  of 
reducing^  the  (Mper  money  to  specie  value  according  to  the  scale  of 
depreciation  as  it  stands  in  his  said  report,  to  settle  your  memorialists 
accounts  as  speedily  as  possible. 

And  your  memorialist  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray,  &e. 


Thomas  Scoix  to  Prbs.  Diokinsov,  1784. 

Washington,  U^  Deer,  1784 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency, 

Inclosed  is  a  Return  of  an  Election  in  the  Township  of  Fallowfield 
for  Justices  of  the  Peace.    The  Warrant  on  which  this  Election  waa 
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JBtM  h  oeyer  oome  to  my  hattd,  nor  ia  it  poaBibfe  to  hold  thafle  People 
to  strict  fornii  notwithstaDdiDg  I  have  give  them  every  iDStmetioa*-*^ 
Howeter»  I  believe  the  Eleotion  was  &ir  and  open.  I  will  only 
Bemarky  that  snndry  Elootiona  have  been  held  in  thia  Tovnahip^aad 
from  vaiiottg  oaiuea  no  Gommiaaion  haa  oTer  becoi  laatted. 
I  haYO  the  Hononr  to  be 

Your  Ezcellehoy's  &  Councirs 

Most  Obed«  &  very  Hble.  Serv«, 

THO.  SCOTT. 
JDirededf 

Eia  Bzoellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqnire,  resident,  &  Sapreme 
Ezeontive  Oonnoil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^- 
PhUadelphia. 


Rbsolution  of  Genbbal  Assembly,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  General  Assembly^ 

Taesday,  December  14^  1784,  A.  M. 
A  Message  from  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
ml,  was  presented  to  the  chair  and  read,  whereupon 

Resolved,  that  this  House  will  hold  a  confereDce  with  the  Supremo 
Ezeootiye  Council,  on  the  subject  proposed,  in  the  Assembly  Cham- 
ber^  at  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes,'*' 
SAM.  BRYAN. 
Clerk  of  the  Gkn*  Assembly. 


Bbport  of  Commfffibb  ok  thb  Mbmorial  of  TraoTHT  ' 
Matlack,  1784. 

^  Your  Committee,  on  the  Case  of  Timothy  Matlack,  E»a.,  reported 
by  Your  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  Censors,  as  adopted  by  the  said  Council,  and  to  whom  was  also 
committed  the  Memorial  &  Petition  of  the  said  Timothy  Matlack, 
beg  Leave  to  recommend  the  following  Resolution,  Viz. : 

Resolyed,  That  the  Case  of  Timothy  Matiack,  Esq',  late  Secretary 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  was  not  a  subject  proper  for  the 
interference  of  the  Legislature,  otherwise  than  by  impeachment,  if 
that  Mode  had  appeared  to  be  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  the  seneenoe  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  by 
theur  Vote  of  March  5*^  1783,  by  which  the  said  Timothy  Matlack 

*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  Xlt.,  p.  281. 
16* 
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WW  dedased  ^'aawofftby  of  puUic  thott  tncl  (kmMtfiMt/*  WM 
QDOoiMiliiiitioiiftL 

Beiol?ed,  Tlwt  the  taid  Vote  of  Marob  5%  1783,  eondeflftniiig  tko 
said  Ilauithj  Matlaek  be  readnded  and  miroUed. 

Resolved,  Tbafc  the  Reaolntioii  of  tlie  6eB>  Aaseiftbly  ef  MmA 
22>',  1788,  founded  on  the  Beport  of  the  GepnauUtee  of  the  same 
date,  direoting  the  Comptroller  Gkneral  '<  to  proceed  to  the  Trial  of 
*^  the  contested  Points  in  the  Accounts  of  Timothy  Matlaek,  Esq', 
"  Seeretaiy  of  the  Stipreme  Executive  Council,  by  a  Jury  in  the 
<<  Supreme  Oourt|  ft  that  he  be  authorized  to  employ  a  Council  for 
*^  that  purpose/'  be  also  annulled  and  Rescinded,  and  that  k  be  left 
with  the  Supreme  Bxecutive  Conneil  to  take  saoh  Order  upon  the 
Bubjeot  of  their  Message  to  the  House  referred  to  in  the  sud  Report 
of  the  Committee,  as  may  be  right  and  just,  and  to  wbieh  they  »• 
fully  oompetent.* 

Indanedf 

Read  1  time  Deoem'  14, 1184.  Bead  2  lime  Deo%  whereupon 
Resolved,  &c. 


Pbbs.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  of  New  JmsET,  1T84. 

In  Council,  December  14^,  1T84. 
Sir, 

By  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  We  are 
authorised  to  appmnt  three  or  more  Commissioners,  to  meet  with 
such  Commissioners  as  are,  or  shall  be,  appointed  on  the  part  of 
New  Jersey,  to  settle,  agree  upon,  &  accurately  to  determine,  which  of 
the  Islands,  Islets,  and  insulated  dry  Land,  mentioned  in  the  Agree- 
ment between  the  two  States,  bearing  Date  on  the  twesty-aizth  Dtiy 
April,  1783,  belong  to  each  of  the  said  States,  according  to  the  pur- 
port of  that  Agreement. 

We  intend  in  a  short  time  to  appoint  Commissioners  agreeaUyto 

the  foregoing  Resolutions,  and  now  make  this  Communication,  to 

your  Excellency,  in  Hopes  that  New  Jersey  will  immediately  take^ 

iroper  Measures  for  finally  executing  the  said  Agreement  in  the 

'anner  proposed. 

I  am,  with  great  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  hble  servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSONt 
His  Sxeelleney  The  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 

*  They  were  adopted  on  the  15th— See  Col.  Roo.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  281. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.  XIY.  p.  280. 
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RBSOLTJTIOK  of  OBKBRAL  A88IMBLT,   1784. 

State  of  Pennsjlvaniay  * 

In  General  AsBemblj, 

Wednesdaj,  December  16<^,  1784.  A.  M^  . 
The  feport  of  tbe  oommittee  road  jeeterday,*  on  tbe  memorial  of 
Timetliy  Hatlaek,  and  the  farther  report  of  the  committee  ^ppoiQte4 
to  extract  eoch  parts  of  the  report  as  adopted  by  the  Council  of 
OfeBaora  as  they  should  deem  necessary  for  the  House  to  take  ordeif 
iheMOn;  was  read  the  second  time  and  tbe  resolutions  therein  con* 
tained  adopted  as  follows^  via ;  (See  them  on  page  866.) 
Extract  from  tbe  MinuteSi 

J.  SHAU.US,t  A8S<  Clerk 

gf  the  General  Assembly. 


MoNS.  Mabbois  to  Pbes~.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Philadelphia,  16«^  Dec,  1784. 
Sir, 

A  box  containing  Effects  has  arrived  to  my  direction  in  the  F\nri 
franc  a  Vessel  coming  from  L'Orient.  I  have  the  honor  to  ioclose 
as  a  proof  the  bill  of  lading  with  my  receipt  at  the  bottom  of  it« 
The  Custom  house  Officers  have  refused  to  deliver  the  box  under 
pretence  of  my  not  enjoying  the  franchises  &  exemptions  from 
duties  as  Consul  general  This  practice  being  contrary  to  that 
which  takes  place  with  regard  to  sill  Consuls  who  do  not  trade,  and 
likewise  being  in  contradiction  with  the  Exequatur  which  has  been 
given  to  me  by  your  Excellency  &  the  Council  of  the  State,  I  beg 
yon  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  me  with  the  Intentions  of  Council 
upon  this  point,  that  a  perfeot  reciprocity  may  be  established  in  France 
with  respect  to  the  American  Consuls  A;  Vice  Consuls  which  do  not 
trade. 

The  Officers  of  the  Customs  naight  immediately  h^ve  delivered 
that  box  to  me  as  I  am  invested  with  the  double  character  of  Consul 
&  Chargi  des  ajfdiru  of  his  majesty,  but  as  thev  raise  doubts  about 
.  my  fianchises  in  the  first  of  these  capacities,  I  beg  you  will  let  me 
know  tbe  opinion  of  Council  upon  this  difficulty,  Uiat  I  may  impart 
it  to  my  Court 

I  am  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

(Signed)    DB  MARBOIS.J     ' 

y    (Enclosed  in  the  foregoing  is  a  tranetated  ccpy  of  Bill  of  lading.) 

*  See  page  365.  f  See  GoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIY.,  p.  281,  284. 

t  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  282,  288,  and  868  of  this. 
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MoNS.  Marboib  to  thb  Collsctob  of  ihb  Customs 
Phila.  1784. 

Hiiladelphia,  17**  Deo.,  1784. 
Sir; 

I  bare  received  your  polite  oomnnnioation  respeetiog  the  Paolnge 
of  goods  directed  to  me  as  OodbuI  General .  As  the  difficult  j  started 

Jesterday  aboat  my  exemptions  from  duties  as  a  Consul  is  iioir 
efbre  the  Council,  the  respect  I  oire  them  does  not  permit  me  to 
receive  that  package  previous  to  their  determinations,  k  befon  I 
know  whether  they  acknowledge  or  not  my  claim  to  an  ezempciov 
of  the  duties  as  a  Consul  not  in  trade. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  perfect  regard, 

your  \ery  humble  obedient  servant, 

DB  MARBOIS.* 


Prss.  Dickinson  to  Mons.  Mabbois,  1784. 

In  Council,  December  18«*,  1784. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  your  Letter  of  yesterday,  we  have  taken  order 
fot  the  Delivery  of  the  case  therein  mentioned. 

We  cannot  perceive  a  propriety  in  our  determining  upon'  this 
occasion  concerning  the  claimed  franchises  of  the  Consulate,  as  no 
agreement  respecting  them  has  yet  been  concluded  between  His 
.most  Christian  Majesty  &  the  United  States,  and  in  the  present 
Instance  the  Character  of  Consul  is  merged  in  that  of  Charg^  des 
affaires. 

I  am  with  Bespect  Sir, 

your  very  humble'&  obed.  Sorv* 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

MoNS.  Db  Mabbois  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Phfladelphia,19th  December,  1784. 
Sir, 

Oi\  the  16th  inst.  a  resolution  was  passed  in  Congress,  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  Copy  to  your  Excellency,  in  case  the 
origiiuil  should  £not]  have  reaebed  you,  I  beg  you  will  lay  it  before  the 

*  3e«  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  282,  283. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1784.  869 

Aftsembly  as  floon  as  boanesa  will  permit,  that  tb«y  may  iaka  this 
objeol  into  tbeir  consideration  before  tbe  end  of  their  present  sitting. 
I  am  with  respcot  Sir, 
your  ExoeUeno/a  most  obedient| 

and  most  humble  serTant, 

(Signed)        DE  MARBOIS.* 
A  tme  Translation  from  the  original. 

PETER  S.  DU  PONCEAU. 
Sworn  Interpreter. 


Resolution  of  Gonoress,  1784. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress,  Assembled. 
Deer.  16th,  1784. 
On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  refered  a  note  from 
the  charg^  des  affairs  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  dated  the   1 
Deer.  1784,  respeotiog  the  delays  and  difficolties  complained  of  by 
F^nch  agents  in  settling  their  accounts  in  this  country. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  said  note  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
different  States  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  pass  snch 
remedial  laws  on  the  subject  as  their  respective  Constitutions  may 
permit. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


Pres.  Dickinson  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1784. 

In  Council,  December  20th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  inclose  a  Letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  with  Copies  of 
the  late  Law  for  adjusting  Claims  against  the  United  States,  &  of 
Resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  16th  Instant  on  that 
subject.  It  is  proper  that  y^n  should  be  informed  why  these 
Resolutions  were  taken,  after  the  Law  had  passed. 

This  Law  appearing  to  all  of  us  likely  to  be  attended  by  very 
injurious  Consequences,  we  desired  a  Conference  with  the  Legislative 
Branch,  which  was  held  the  15th  Instant.  In  that,  we  among  other 
things,  represented  "that  the  Law  directly  contradicts  the  Mode 
agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  in  their  acts  of  the  20th  of 
February,  1782  &  the  3d  of  June,  1784 — that  those  acts  are  now 
canning  into  Execution  in  the  other  states  as  appears  by  a  Letter 
produced  from  the  Honorable  Robert  Morris,  Esquire — that  Penn- 
sylvania had  actually  voted  for  that  mode  at  both  the  times  before 
mentioned,  and  had  thereby  contributed  to  give  it  the  federal  Force 

*  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  281. 
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that  10  now  ezecnting  it  in  the  otli«r  States— that  she  has,  by  h«r 
legislatiye  and  executive  aete,  repeatedly  approved  the  Bxereiee  of 
this  Power  by  CoDgresa,  and  acknowledged  its  oblintion — &  that 
from  these  circamstances  there  appeared  astrikiog  Impropriety  in 
such  a  Deviatioii  from  the  national  Plan — 

That  in  proceeding  upon  this  Plan  snob  care  has  been  taken  to 
prevent  partiality,  that  no  person  has  been  nominated  to  settle 
amounts  in  a  State,  in  which  he  resides  as  a  Citiien — that  a  line  is 
well  drawn  for  dividing  with  Justice  between  such  oontending 
Interests  ft  that  a  Departure  from  this  prudent  Caution,  &  the  con- 
sequent appointment  of  Citizens  for  Commissioners,  who  may  be 
exposed  to  the  various  k  powerful  Influences  of  local  ConnectionS| 
is  by  no  means  adviseable — 

That  if  a  Continental  Commissioner  misbehaves,  or  is  incapable 
of  transacting  the  Business  of  bis  Department  in  reasonable  time, 
the  proper  Bemedy  is  by  application  to  Congress  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  another,  &  if  necessary,  of  more — 

That  for  any  state  to  break  thro'  the  national  Plan  and  assume 
the  settlement  of  all  accounts  within  itself^  &  to  insist  that  it  shall 
be  binding  upon  the  Union,  would  seem  to  impeach  the  Wisdom, 
Integrity,  or  authority  of  Congress— 

That  it  is  very  probable,  Congress  will  deny  us  Credit  for  accounts 
thus  adjusted,  as  irregularly  settled  &  hence  may  begin  a  Competi« 
tion  of  powers,  to  be  followed  by  many  Evils — 

That  the  Injunction  in  the  Law,  of  Correspondence  with  the 
Commissioners  "  in  order  to  prevent  Confusion,  and  to  gain  neces- 
saiy  Information,"  will  be  totally  vain  if  those  Commissioners  refuse 
to  give  Effect  to  the  Correspondence— that  if  this  happens  there 
will  then  be  several  Commissioners,  unconnected,  appointed  by 
different  authorities,  and  employed  at  a  double  Expence,  in  affairs  of 
the  samc.kind  requiring  in  the  Management  of  them  the  strictest 
uniformity  of  Regulation  and  the  fullest  Communication  of  Intel- 
ligence— &  for  want  of  these  many  Errors  &  Frauds  are  to  be 
expected,  as  is  manifest  from  the  Law  itself — 

That  the  Law  does  not  seem  to  ascertain  with  sufficient  precision 
the  persons  or  Demands,  that  are  its  objects — that  all  those  whose 
Claims  may  be  adjusted  by  the  Commissioners  of  this  state,  will 
insist  upon  a  particular  Right  for  having  them  funded  here,  alledging, 
that  their  Reliance  upon  a  Law  of  this  Commonwealth  of  which  at 
the  time  of  its  Enaction  they  were  ^'  Inhabitants,"  prevented  them 
having  their  accounts  liquidated  in  such  manner  as  to  be  admitted 
by  the  United  States  as  just  charges  against  them,  so  that  they  will 
not  only  lose  their  original  Demands,  but  will  have  been  put  to 
much  useless  Trouble  &  Expence  in  attending  the  Commissioners  of 
the  state,  unless  the  state  will  pay  them — ^and  their  Demands  to  a 
vei^  large  amount^  properly  chargeable  to  the  United  States,  and 
which  would  have  been  acknowledged  &  provided  for  by  them,  if 
they  had  been  settled  k  certified  by  their  Commissioner  according 
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to  tbe  DftiioDal  Plan,  may  by  the  Inierfereme  of  this  Law  be  ixed 
as  a  perpetual  Debt  on  this  state,  without  our  ever  being  able  to 
obtain  any  allowance  for  it  from  tW  United  States/' 

We  hope,  that  upon  a  Consideration  of  the  R^sons  that  in  Our 
judgment  haye  weight,  you,  Oentlemen,  will  agree  with  us  in 
opinion  that  it  is  ezceediugly  important,  that  the  additional  Com- 
missioners should  be  sppointed  by  Congress,  and  any  oooasion  for 
an  appointment  by  ns  be  thereby  superseded. 

We  have  only  to  add,  that  a  variety  of  Ciroumstances  in  the 

strongest  manner  requires,  that  the  Commissioners  should  be  itorme- 

diately  appointed ;  and  therefore  we  earnestly  request,  that  you  wiH 

be  pleased  to  make  eveiy  Ezertion  in  your  power  for  this  purpose. 

I  am  with  great  Respect^  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient  k  very  h'ble  serv't. 

JOHN  Dickinson: 

Direetedf 

The  Honorable,  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Pbks.  of  Conomss,  1784. 

In  Council,  December  20th,  1784. 

We  hxfe  the  Honor  of  enolosrag  Copies  of  a  Law  of  this  state 
lately  paasod  &  intitled  ^«  sa  aoik  to  earry  into  immediate  Effeel 
the  BeeolntioDs  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  for 
adjusting  the  Clakns  of  Individuals  of  this  Commonwealth  against 
the  said  United  States,''  and  of  Besolutions  of  the  Oeneml  Assembly 
of  the  16th  Instant  upon  the  same  subject. 

Several  Considerations  arising  from  the  particular  Circumstances  of 
this  state,  urge  us  to  request,  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  as  spc^ily 
as  possible  to  appoint  two  or  more  Commisrioaers  in  ad<fition  to  the 
one  alieadv  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  ft  properly 
certifying  the  Claims  of  the  Citiiensof  thb  State  against  the  United 
States,  which  will  supersede  the  neeessity  of  an  appointment  by  us. 
I  am  with  great  Respect,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Direetedy 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Congress. 
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pRis,  Dickinson  to  Managbks  of  State  Lottery,  1784. 

Seoretar/8  Offioe,  Deo'r  2l8^  1784. 
Sir. 

Coaneil  thia  morning  took  your  lato  applioatian  npOn  ike  Bobjeot 
of  the  SUto  Lottery  into  oonsideraUon  and  have  direeted  me  to 
commnnicato  as  the  Result  of  it,  that  they  cannot  approve  the 
proposition  of  appointing  a  day  for  the  commenoemeat  of  the 
drawing. 

They  flatter  themselves  that  the  lato  encouragement  given  by  tke 
Ass'y  will  have  their  intended  effect  end  are  sure  that  the  Managen 
will  take  all  possible  means  to  avail  themselves  of  them. 
I  amj  with  much  respect. 

your  obedient  hum.  Serv't, 

J.  Armstrong,  jr.,  8y. 

Matthew  Clarkson,  Esq'r. 

Andrew  Porter  to  Council,  1784. 

Gentlctncni 

The  Commissioners  having  adjourned  from  the  business  of  runing 
the  boundary  Line  of  this  State  until  sometime  in  the  month  of 
May  next— I  have  Ordered  the  light  Wagon  k  one  of  the  heavy 
Wagons  with  the  Mathematical  Instruments  to  this  plaee,  and 
expect  they  will  arrive  the  Latter  end  of  this^  or  the  banning  of 
next  Week — The  other  two  Wagons  &  five  Horses  I  \m  with  an 
Inhabitant  of  Ten  Mile  Creek  in  Washington  County,  where  the 
Horses  will  be  Wintered  on  reasonable  terms — ^I  now  wait  to  knoir' 
the  Orders  of  Council  what  I  am  to  do  with  the  remainder  of  the 
Horses  k  the  Two  Wagons  when  they  arrive. — When  my  Books  k 
Papers  come  to  hand  I  shall  make  a  further  report  with  an  aodurate 
aec't  of  the  expenditures,  as  soon  as  I  ean  possibly  attend  to  the 
drawing  out  of  those  acc'ts,  but  in  the  mean  time  must  request, 
that  Council  will  please  to  order  a  Draft  in  my  favour  for  Two 
Hundred  pounds  to  enable  me  to  pay  oflfthe  Wagoners;  and  a  sum 
of  money  I  borrowed  and  applyed  te  Public  use. 
I  am  with  every  sentiment 

of  Respect  k  Esteem,  Gentlemen, 
Your  Obed't  Serv't, 

ANDREW  PORTER." 

Philad-,  Dec  20th,  1784. 

Directedy 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  286,  286. 
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Rbpairs  of  Statb  HouSBy  1784. 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Sapreme  Bxeoutiye  Gonnoil  of  the  Commoii- 
wealth  of  Pennsyhania. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  expended  the  two  hundred  ponnds  reo'd  of  the  Treaanrer 
p^  your  Order  in  those  repairs  of  the  State  House  which  the  Season 
of  the  year  made  most  necessary;  The  copper  trunks  to  convey  the 
water  from  the  roof,  paveing  and  Oravelling  at  the  front,  and  the 
preparations  lor  planting  trees  in  the  Square  back  of  the  House 
being  nearly  accomplished.  It  will  require  the  further  sura  of 
Three  hundred  pounds  to  pay  the  Several  Expences  incurred. 

Therefore  request  the  Hon' bio  Council  will  be  pleased  to  give  an 
Order  for  that  Sum  on  the  Tteasorer  of  the  StatCi  and  Oblige 

y  h'ble  Serv't, 

JAMBS  PEARSON.* 
Philad'a,  Deoem'  20th,  1784. 

Directedf 

To  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Oouncil. 


Joint  Bbport  of  Comh'rs  ok  boundary  bbtwbbn  Pbnn'a 
AND  YiRe'Ay  1784. 

Agreeably  to  the  Commission  given  by  the  State  of  Vimnia  to 
James  Madisooi  Robert  Andrews,  John  Page  and  Andrew  BUicott, 
ft  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  John  Bwing,  David  Rittenhouse,f 
John  Lukens  &  Thomas  Hutchins;  to  determine  by  astronomicwi 
observations  the  Bxtent  of  five  Be^ees  of  Longitude  west  from  Uie 
River  Delaware  in  the  Latitude  of  Mason's  &  Dixon's  line,  &  to  run 
&  mark  the  Boundaries  which  are  common  to  both  StateS|  according 
to  an  agreement  entered  into  by  Commissioners  from  the  said  two 
States  at  Baltimore  in  1779|  &  afterwards  ratified  by  their  respective 
assemblies ;  We,  the  underwritten  Commissioners,  toffcther  with  the 
Gentlemen  with  whom  we  are  joined  in  commissioUi  have  by  corres- 
ponding astronomical  observationS|  made  .near  the  DBlaware  &  in  the 
western  Country^  ascertained  the  extent  of  the  said  five  Degrees  of 
Longitude:  and  the  underwritten  Commissioners  have  continued 
Mason's  &  Dixon's  Line  to  the  Termination  of  the  said  five  Degrees 
of  Longitude,  by  which  work  the  southern  Boundary  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  completed.  The  continuation  we  have  marked  by  openins 
vistas  over  the  most  remarkable  Heights  which  lie  in  its  coursci  £ 
by  planting  4>n  many  of  these  Heights  in  the  Parallel  of  LatitudCi 

«  See  CoL  Reo.,  XIV.,  p.  286. 

t  See  Smith's  Laws,  Vol.  II.,  p.  261. 
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tbe  true  Boundary,  Posts  marked  with  the  Letters  P  &  Y.,  each 
Letter  facing  the  Stjtte  of  which  it  is  the  Initial.  At  the  Extremity 
of  this  Line,  which  is  the  South  West  corner  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania^ we  have  planted  a  sq^u^ced  unlettered  white  oak  Poa^ 
around  whose  Base  we  have  raised  a  File  of  stones.  The  Oomer  is 
in  the  last  vista  we  out,  on  the  east  side  oif  an  Hill,  one  hundred  & 
thirty-four  Chains  &  nine  Links  East  of  the  meridian  of  the  western' 
observatory,' &  two  Ohains  &  fifty-four  Links  west  of  a  deep  narrow 
Valley  through,  which  the  said  last  tista  is  cut.  At  the  Distance  of 
fifky-one  Links  &  bearing  from  it  North  twenty-three  degrees  east 
stands  a  white  oak  marked  on  the  south  side  with  three  notohes ;  A 
bearing  South  twelve  Degrees  west  &  at  the  Distance  of  twenty-nine 
Links  stands  a  black  Oak  marked  on  the  North  side  with  four 
Notches  The  advaooed  season  of  the  year  &  the  loclemenqy  of  the 
weather  have  obliged  us  to  suspend  our  operations;  bat  we  have 
agreed  to  meet  again  at  the  Soifth  west  Oorner  of  PennsyivaaiB  od 
the  sixteenth  Day  of  next  May,  to  complete  the  Object  of  our  Com- 
mission* Qiven  under  our  Hands  &  Seals,  in  the  County  of  Wash- 
ington in  Pennsylvania  this  18th  Day  of  Noivemberi  1764. 

KOBERT  ANDREWS, 
ANDREW  ELUCOTT, 
JOHN  EWING, 
DAV'D  RITTENHOUSB, 
TflO.  HUT0HIN8.* 


Rbpobt  op  Penna.-  Commissionehs  on  Boundary  with 
Virginia,  17.84. 

To  His  Bzeellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  of  the  State,  & 

To  the  honorable  the  Supreme  ExecniiTe  Oonncil  of  tkr  Common* 

wealth  g£  Pennaylvania. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  for  ascertaining  the  Length  of  five 
Degrees  of  Longitude  and  fbr  determining  and  fixing  tbe  Boundary 
Lines  between  this  State  and  Yirginia  by  astronomical  Observation^y 
beg  Leave  to  Report, 

That  after  procuring  the  necessary  Instruments,  according  to  tbe 
Directions  of  Council  in  the  preceeding  Spring,  we  sett  off  for  out 
respective  Places  of  observation  about  the  Beginning  of  Jane,  Mes^ 
Bitten  house  and  Lukens  to  Wilmington,  and  Ewing  and  Hatchins 
to  the  South  Western  Comer  of  the  State. 

The  observers  at  Wilmington  compleated  their  Observatory,  and 
furnished  it  with  the  necessai^  Instruments,  so  as  to  begin  their 
astronomical  Operations,  in  Conjunction  with  Mess"  Page  and  An- 
drews, Commissioners  from  Virginia,  about  the  Beginning  of  July ; 
where  they  continued  observing  the  Eclipses  of  Jupiter's  Satellites^ 
till  the  iOth  of  September,  that  they  might  have  a  suffident  Nnm- 

*  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XIY^  p.  288. 
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ber  of  them,  both  before  and  after  bis  opposition  to  tlie  Son ;  And: 
altbo'  the  Summer  proved  very  uofavoprable  for  astronomioal  pur** 
poeesy  they  were  fortunate  enon^h  to  niake^  amongst  themi  near  60 
Obsenrations  of  these  Eclipses,  besides  many  other  Observations  o£ 
the  other  heavenly  Bodies  for  the  Regulation  of  their  Glooli^  and 
fixing  their  Meridian  Line ;  so  that  they  n^ere  well  asoertained  o{ 
their  Tit^e  to  a  single  Second. 

Li  the  mean  Time,  the  other  Observers,  sotting  out  from  Phila- 
delphia, pursued  their  Rout,  to  the  South  Western  Extremity  of  the 
State,  where  they  arrived  about  the  middle  of  July,  having  been 
greatly  retarded  by  the  Badness  of  the  Roads  through  that  moun-; 
taineu^  Country.  There  they  met  with  Mesa'*  Madison  and  Elliootti 
the  Commissioners  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  w.ho  I^ad  arrived  about 
the  same  Time.  With  all  possible  Dispatch,  they  erected  their 
Observatory  on  a  very  high  Hill  at  the  place  where  the  Continuation 
of  Mess"  Mason  and  Dixon's  Line  by  Mess^  Neyelle  and  M'Clfan 
Ended ;  supposing  that  this  place  would  prpve  to  be  near  to  the 
Westei^n  Extremity  of  five  De^ss  of  Longitude  from  the  River 
Delaware.  Afl;er  erecting  their  Instruments,  which  had  not  sustained 
the  least  Damage,  by  the  Carriage  through  so  loi|g  a  Journey,  and 
the  most  unfavourable  Roads,  they  began'  their  astronomical  Obser- 
vations about  th^  middle  of  July,  and  they  continued  them  Nigh;t 
and  Day  till  the  20th  of  September  following.  Although  they  wer# 
frequently  interrupted  and  disappointed  by  an  uncommon  quantity 
of  Rain  and  Foggy  Weather,  which  seems  peculiar  to  that  hilly 
Gonntryi  yet  by  their  Attention  to  the  Business  of  their  I^issioni 
they  made  between  40  and  50  Observations  of  the  eclipses  of  Jupi- 
ter's Satellites,  many  of  which  were  correspondent  with  the  Obser- 
Tation^  made  by  the  other  Astronomers  at  Wilmington ;  besides 
innumerable  Observations  of  the  Sun  and  Stars  for  the  Regulatioi^ 
of  their  Time  Pieces  and  the  marking  of  their  Meredian  with  the 
greatest  Precision.. 

In  this  part  of  their  work,  situated  near  80  Miles  beyond  any  of 
the  Inhabitants,  the  Commissioners  were  greatly  assisted  by  the 
Diligence  and  indefatigable  activity  pf  Coll.  Porter,  their  Commissary^ 
to  whose  Industry  in  providing  every  Thing  necessary,  and  prudenop 
in  managing  the  Business  of  his  Department  with  the  utmost 
deconpmyi  the  State  is  greatly  ii^lebt^d. 

,  The  astronomical  Observation  boi^g  compleated  on  the  20th  of 
September,  the  Eastern  astronomers  set  out  to  meet  the  oth/er  Con^- 
missioners  in  the  West,  in  order  to  compare,  them  together.  Mess*^ 
Rittenhouse  and  Andrews  carried  with  them  the  Observation^  made 
at  Wilmington,  while  Mess'*  Lukens  and  Page  returned  home,  nofb 
being  able  to  endure  the  Fatigues  of  so  long  a  Journey,  nor  the 
Subsequent  labour  of  running  and  marking  the  Boundary  Line.  Mr. 
Afidison  continued  with  the  Western  Astronomers,  till  the  arriyal  of 
Mess'*  Rittenhouse  and  Andrews,  when  the  affairs  of  his  Family  ancl 
publick  Station  obliged  him  to  relinquish  the  Business  at  this  Stage, 
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and  retam  Homei  after  ooncarring  with  the  other  Commissioners  as 
to  the  prinoiples  on  which  the  matter  was  finally  determlDed. 

Upon  Comparison  of  the  Ohservations  made  at  both  Extremities 
of  onr  Sonthem  Boundary^  your  Commissioners  have  the  pleasure  of 
assuring  you,  that  no  Discouragements  arising  from  the  unfayourable 
State  of  the  Weather,  or  the  nnayoidable  Fatigues  of  constant  appli- 
cation by  Day  and  frequent  Watchings  by  Night,  have  prevented 
them  from  embracing  every  opportunity,  and  making  a  sufficient 
Number  of  Astronomical  Observations,  to  determine  the  Length  of 
five  Degrees  of  Longitude  with  greater  Precision  than  could  be 
attained  by  terrestrial  Measures  of  a  Degree  of  Latitude  in  different 
places  of  the  Earth :  and  further,  that  they  have  compleated  their 
Obeervtions  with  so  much  accuracy  and  certainty  as  to  remove  from 
their  Minds  every  degree  of  doubt  concerning  their  final  determination 
of  the  South  Western  Comer  of  the  State. 

In  the  Besult  of  the  Calculations,  they  found  that  their  observa- 
tories were  distant  from  each  other  twenty  minutes  and  one  second 
and  an  eighth  part  of  a  Second  of  *Time.  But  as  the  Observatory 
at  Wilmington  was  fixed  at  114  Chains,  18  Links  West  of  the  In- 
tersection of  the  Boundary  Line  of  this  State  with  the  River  Dela*> 
ware ;  and  as  20  Minutes  of  Time  are  equivalent  to  five  Degrees  of 
Longitude,  they  made  the  neoessary  Correction  for  the  said  114 
Chains,  13  Unks,  and  also  for  the  said  one  Second  and  one  eighth 
part  of  a  second,  whieh  is  equal  to  19  Chains  and  96  Links ;  and 
accordingly  fixed  and  marked  the  South  Western  Comer  of  the 
State  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  joint  agreement  and  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  both  States  under  their  Hands  and  Seals, 
irhich  we  have  the  Honour  of  laying  before  the  Couneil.^ 

After  these  calculations  were  made,  the  Commissioners  proceeded 
wiih  all  convenient  Dispatch  to  the  place  where  Mason  and  Dixon 
formerly  were  Interrapted  by  the  Indian  Nation  in  ranning  the 
southern  Boundary  of  this  State,  in  order  to  extend  the  said 
Boundary  Westward  to  the  length  of  five  Degrees  from  the  River 
Delaware.  Being  prevented  by  rainy  weather  for  near  a  week  from 
making  any  astronomical  observations  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
Direction  of  the  Parallel  of  Latitude,  which  we  were  to  extend  we 
eoneluded,  to  save  Time  and  Expence,  that  it  would  be  eligible  to 
take  the  last  Direction  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  Line,  and  to  correot 
it,  if  necessary,  when  we  should  have  an  opportunity  of  a  serene 
Sky.  Upon  extending  the  Line  in  this  Manner  195  Chains  from 
the  place  where  they  ended  their  work,  we  found  by  astronomical 
observations  that  we  were  82  feet  and  5  inches  North  of  the  trae 
Parallel,  and  we  accordingly  made  the  necessary  Correction  here 
and  marked  a  Tree  with  the  Letters  P.  on  the  North  side  and  Y.  on 
the  South.  From  thence  we  assumed  a  new  direction,  whieh  we 
again  corrected  in  like  manner  at  the  distance  of  575  Chains  where 
we  found  our  Line  to  be  73  feet  and  6  inches  North  of  the  Parallel 
of  Latitude.  We  made  the  o£feett  accordingly  and  planted  a  large 
*  See  page  878. 
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post  in  the  trae  Parallel  marked  as  above.  From  thence  we  found 
another  direction  bj  calculation,  which  beginning  at  the  said  post 
should  at  the  Distance  of  eight  Miles  from  it,  intersect  the  said 
Paralle]|  making  offsetts  at  convenient  distances,  and  planting  Posts 
in  the  true  parallel.  This  direction  being  continued  83  Chains  far- 
ther than  the  eight  miles  above  mentioned,  fell  23  Inches  South  of 
the  Parallel,  where  we  also  planted  a  post  in  the  true  Boundary 
marked  as  before ;  and  from  thence  to  the  South  West  Comer  of 
the  State  we  assumed  a  new  Direction  which  being  continued,  fell 
two  feet  and  eight  inches  South  of  the  said  Corner.  This  correc- 
tion therefore  ^ing  made,  we  planted\  Squared  White  Oak  Post 
in  the  said  Point,  and  marked  its  bearing  from  Di£ferent  Objects,  as 
mentioned  in  our  joint  fieport.  Besides  the  Marking  of  the  Boun- 
dary Line  by  the  Posts  and  Stones  above  mentioned ;  your  Commis- 
sioners took  care  to  have  a  Yisto  of  20  or  80  feet  wide  cut  over  aU 
the  most  remarkable  Ridges  which  were  in  the  Direction  of  the 
Parallel. 

For  a  more  particular  description  of  this  part  of  our  work,  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  annexed  plan*  and  sketch  of  the  Country 
through  which  the  Line  Passed.  The  season  being  now  far  advanced, 
we  were  obliged  to  desist  from  any  farther  Prosecution  of  the  work, 
and  agreed  with  the  Virginia  Commissioners  to  meet  them  at  the 
South  Western  Comer  of  our  State  on  the  16th  of  May  next,  to 
proceed  in  ranning  and  marking  the  Western  Boundary  of  this 
Stote. 

Agreeable  to  our  Commission  to  report  the  Situation  of  the 
Country  and  the  best  means  of  preserving  the  Communication  and 
Connection  between  the  Sastera  and  Western  Parts  of  the  State,  we 
beg  Leave  to  observe  that  the  natural  obstructions  to  so  desirable  a 
pnrpose  msy  be,  in  a  great  measure  removed  by  a  few  easy  Instances 
of  attention,  paid  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  to  the  Situation 
and  exhausted  condition  of  the  Western  Citizens.  Their  public  Roads 
are  numerous,  extensive  and  in  bad  order ;  while  the  Citisens  being 
few  in  number,  scattered  at  a  Distance  from  each  other,  and  being 
harrassed  and  exhausted  by  an  Indian  War,  are  unable  to  repair  their 
Koads,  or  to  open  them  through  more  easy  and  convenient  Passes 
over  the  Hills  and  Mountains.  A  few  hundred  pounds,  not  exceed- 
ing one  thousand  judiciously  and  fragally  applied,  would  in  our 
opinion  make  a  tolerable  good  Waggon  Road  from  York  County  to 
the  Mononffabela;  and  thereby  facilitate  the  Exportation  of  Goods 
from  this  City  to  that  Western  Country,  and  seeure  their  Trade  with 
us ;  especially  if  the  Ferry  over  the  Susquehannah  was  made  free  to 
all  the  Citisens  of  the  State.  It  appears  probable  to  us,  that  other- 
wise the  Exertions  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  to  repair  their  Roads 
to  that  country,  will  frustrate  the  Expectations,  which  we  are  en- 
titled to  entertain  of  enjoying  the  advantages  of  the  Trade  with  the 
Western  Parts  of  our  own  State.    We  beg  Leave  farther  to  ob« 

*  No  plan  bas  as  yet  been  discovered. 
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torve  that  the  natcinl  attaohmetit  of  the  Weatern  Gitisena  to  thk 
State  might  he  inoreaaed  and  fixed  by  an  indulgenoe  to  their  distressed 
Bitnation  in  the  price  of  their  Lands,  and  the  Terms  of  payment,  and 
particularly  in  the  remission  of  the  Interest  dne  on  the  purchase 
Money,  during  the  Time  they  hare  been  obliged  to  etacnate  their 
Possessions  by  the  SayageS;  and  fly  Co  Forts  for  the  seoority  of  their 
Lives  And  FatnilieB. 

JOHN  EWINO, 
DAVID  RITPENHOUSB. 
JNO.  LUKENS, 
THO.  HUTCHINS .♦ 
Philada.,  28d  Deo.,  1784. 

Indorsed, — The  Report  of  the  P*  Odtnmissioners  fbr  running  the 
line  between  this  State  ft  Virg*,  enclosing  the  joint-report  of  the  a* 
OommSssioners  k  those  from  Virginia — to  be  entered  in  the  letter 
book  with  its  enclosore^ — Ente^d. 


Rkpori  &  Resolution  Respbcting  Abrsabs  of  Imposts^ 

1784. 

iState  of  PennaylyaDia, 

It  (General  Assembly, 

Friday,  December  24th,  1784.— A.  M. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the.  Com- 
mittee  appointed  <<to  enquire  from  what  cause  so  larsft  a  Sum  of 
''  public  money  due  upon  the  imposts  laws,  appears  to  ne  outstand- 
<'ing  and  report  thereon/'  when  the  same  was  adopted  as  follows^ 
via*: 

The  Oommittee  appointed  ^'  to  enquire  from  what  cause  so  large 
<'  a  Sum  of  public  money  due  upon  the  impost  laws  appears  to  be 
outstanding,  and  report  thereon,"  Report, 

That  they  have  made  the  enquiry  to  them  committed  and  find 
from  tho  information  of  the  Collector  of  the  imposts,  and  from  the 
Sooka  and  Plapers  by  him  exhibited  to  your  Oommittee,  that  there 
appeared  to  be  due  from  sundry  individuals  on  bonds,  on  the  IstDay 
^  November  last,  about  the  Sam  of  Sixj^  thousand  Pounds.  That 
the  said  Collector  hatfc,  as  well  by  advertisements  published  in  the 
News-papers,  as  otherwise,  used  endeavours  to  collect  the  monies  doe 
on  the  said  Bonds ;  that  some  of  the  said  monies  hsve  been  col- 
lected, since  the  said  first  day  of  November ;  and  that  the  said  Col- 
lector expressed  strong  expeotatiods,  founded  on  the  aBSUranoea  he 
had  received  from  the  oblisors  in  the  said  Bonds,  that  the  whole  of 
the  moniea  due  as  aforesaid  would  be  paid  in  the  course  of  one  or 
two  months. 

Your  Oommittee  nevertheless  deem  it  expedient  that 


♦  S€e  Col;  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p;  288.   Dp.  Ewlnjg  resigned  MarehW,  1786. 
Bee  ibid.y  p.  454,  and  this  Vol.  under  that  date, 
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sbould  be  taken  to  expedite  the  collection  of  the  said  debts  i^nd  more 
especially  those  which  have  been  long  due,  and  therefore  jour  Com- 
mittee offer  the  following  Resolution,  viz< : 

Resolved;  That  the  Supremo  Executive  Council  be  desired  to 
tuke  proper  order  for  procuring  the  payment  of  the  monies  due  on 
the  said  Bonds.  Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

SAM'L  BRYAN, 
Clerk  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly. ,  . 


Messagb  from  the  General  Assemblt,  1784. 

A  Message  ^m  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  Common\^eahh  of 
Pennsylvania,  To  Hie  Excellency  The  President,  and  the  Honor"- 
-    able  t&e  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

With  all  due  respect  and  Attention  we  the  Representatives  of  tha 

.  Freemen  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Oenend  Assembly  raetf, 
have  taken  into  Consideration  your  knessage  of  the  fourth  inBtant,f 
and  tho'  public  debatea  of  this  nature  seldom  produce  J^eal  Convic- 
tion either  in  the  minds  of  those  with  whom  they  oHginate  or  by 
.whom  they  are  conducted,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Plan  for  pro^ 
viding  for  (he  payment  of  the  public  debits,  against  which  the  pre- 
sent address  militates,  is  founded  oti  such  Principles  of  natural,  and 
political  Justice^  that  nothing  .farther  will  be  necessary  to  evince  its 
Merit,  than  to  state  some  of  those  leading  principles,  and  re-call  to 
nemory  those  Sentiments  which  in  time  of  pubtic  danger  operated 
oa  every  feeling  mind  with  truth  and  emer^ ;  Nor  can  we  siippose 
the  security  and  case  resulting  from  peace  have  or  can  oblite'rate 
them.  We  trust  we  shall  also  reotifv  some  mistakes  into  which  Your 
Honorable  Board  have  fallen  in  point  6f  fact ;  We  admit  And  We 
.avow  it  in  the  face  df  the  World  that  we  esteem  it  a  duty  t3  pay 
-the  debts  contracted  on  the  fkith  of  the  publio  according  to  their  jult 
Value,  and  to  the  Amount  ascertained  oy  those  officers  who  under 
pabUc  authority  have  stated  and  certified  them;  aild  that  cvety 
thing  which  interferes  with  a  such  payment  either  in  the  creation  of 
the  funds  frotti  whjoU  il^  is  to  be  made  or  by  direct  diminution  of 
the  debts  so  acknowledged,  we  consider  unjust  and  impolitic  and  to 
which  of  course  we  cannot  assent* 

^  A^  the  message  generally  and  highly  approves,  the  principles,  on 
which  the  several  Acts  of  the  12th  March,  1788,  <<for  the  Sale  of 
certain  Lands  therein  mentioned,''  and  Ist  of  April,  1784,  intitled 

.  M  An  Act  for  opening  the  Land  Office.'^  We  need  only  observe  on 
this  point,  that  it  was  ever  our  intention  generally  to  adopt  and 

;<)arry  them  into  Effect,  and  that  the  evils  arising  from  long  Credit, 
from  which  would  probably  result  uncertain  payment,  and  tactions 

*See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  271.    ^  - 
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Combinations  asainrt  the  peace  of  the  State,  cannot  araci  no  such 
Credit  being  to  be  given  by  the  Act  passed  this  Session.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  sell  the  Lands  at  moderate  prices,  and  immediately  receiro 
the  Consideration  which  the  Message  admits  as  best  calculated  to 
extinguish  the  demands  on  the  Commonwealth,  and  relieve  the  peo- 
pie  in  the  article  of  Taxes.  The  Mischiefs  of  increasing  public 
Credit,  and  of  course,  the  dealing  in  public  funds  are  not  so  well 
known  to  us  as  the  message  supposes.  We  know  such  funds  exist 
in  all  free  States,  the  most  flourishing  and  best  regulated ;  and  pre- 
sume that  they  are  only  dangerous  from  their  abuse.  We  flatter 
ourselves.  That  on  this  occasion,  with  caution,  and  moderation  they 
will  not  be  liable  to  the  dangers  resulting  from  an  improvident  exer- 
cise of  power  either  in  the  mode  of  ad  ministering  such  fands,  or  thdr 
disproportion  to  our  Ability  in  supporting  them.  We  consider 
>  these  uinds  as  providing  the  means  of  payment  of  a  just  debt,  and 
that  by  vigorious  exertions  in  reducing  the  debt  as  speedily  and 
into  as  small  a  Compass  as  possible,  we  shall  most  effectually  guard 
against  the  Consequences  suggested  of  dealing  in  public  funds ;  for 
the  debt  being  lessened  or  discharged,  the  Opportunities  for  sock 
Speculations  will  be  diminished  or  done  away. 

If  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Board  suppose,  that  by 
making  no  other  provision  for  the  Relief  of  the  public  Creditors, 
than  what  will  arise  from  the  Sale  of  Lands,  such  Creditors  driven 
by  despair,  And  pinched  by  necessity  will   be  compell'd  to  take 
Lands  on  any  terms,  or  will  sell  their  Certificates  at  any  price  to 
those  who  seek  to  speculate  in  Land,  We  are  at  a  loss  to  reoon^le 
it  to  those  professions  of  tenderness  expressed  for  Widows,  Orphans 
land  worthy  Citisens  yet  retaining  their  Certificates.     For  when  w% 
recur  to  the  provision  made  by  former  Legislatures  for  these  retped- 
able  ClaimanU  in  the  Acts  of  Assembly  enumerated  in  the  Message^ 
we  find  them  totally  inapplicable  to  the  End.     The  Act  passed  &e 
2Ist  March,  1783,  intitled  <'  An  Act  for  providing  the  Qaota  of 
foederal  Supplies,''  and  its  Supplement  passed  the  25th  September 
following,  only  gave  a  temporary  relief  for  payment  of.  Interest  for 
one  year,  and  were  declared  to  be  for  enabling  them  to  pay  their 
Taxes  for  the  Supplies  of  the  Currant  year,  and  as  for  the  Act 
intitled  "  An  Act  to  appropriate  certain  monies  arising  from  the 
Excise  with  its  Supplement  of  the  20th  Sept,  its  Benefit  was  ex- 
clusively limited  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Army.     Those 
respectable  Claimants  therefore,  certainly  have  never  received  that 
attention  the  message  so  explicitly  declares,  and  other  efforts,  than 
those  mentioned  in  the  said  Acts,  are  requisite  for  their  Relief,  or 
they  must  remain,  not  merely  in  the  uncomfortable  state  so  coldly 
described  in  the  message,  but  in  a  state  of  great  poverty  and  di^ 
tress.    The  objection  to  the  just  and  honorable  payment  of  these 
debts  because  the  folly  of  some,  and  necessity  of  others  have  thrown 
a  part  of  them  into  other  hands  than  the  original  holders,  at  a  price 
below  their  apparent  Value,  seems  to  us  as  destructive  of  all  futuro 
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Oredit  as  present  Jtiilkd.  Beidg  in  tlieir  nature  aegedable^  atid 
eriginally  made  transferable,  wfao  will  ever  reoeive  them  hereaflor 
if  Uiey  are  tbus  depreciated  bj  pnblie  Antberity  t  Let  it  aUo  bn 
remembered,  that  whatsoever  price  the  presetit  possessors  may  have 
pud  for  some  of  these  Certifioatesi  the  publio  bad  a  yaluable  Consi- 
deration, and  that  a  great  proportion  of  them  jet  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  original  Possesson;  ^d  as  no  diseriminatioii  is  pro- 
•posedi  and  must  be  extremely  diffiealt,  what  is  to  beoosse  of  these 
f9tpeciaUe  CiaimantM  f  are  they  to  suffer  bceauae  their  interests  are 
aceidentally  blended  with  those  of  others  leas  sof  It  does  not  appear 
to  us  eonsonant  to  Justice  or  sound  policy  to  depredate  honest  debts 
because  they  vary  in  thedeeree  of  merit;  for  that  any  are  unjust 
In  themselves,  none  pretend. 

To  these  original  possessors  none  of  the  Observations  in  the 
siessage  applj^  which  auppese  snch  an  Accumulation  of  value..  They 
««pectod  to  receive  their  real  value ;  they  ask  no  more ;  and  this  they 
are  intitled  to  :«-^to  oblige  them  to  take  less  must  be  confessedly  un- 
just. But  we  fed  no  apprehensions  of  a  few  Persons  being  sud- 
denly raised  ioto  great  wealth,  while  others  are  proportionably 
depressed :  Because  we  See  every  Species  of  public  Certificates  have 
been  long  current  and  the  most  unexceptionable  funds  provided  in 
-many  Cases  to  support  them,  auch  for  instance  as  the  appropriation 
of  the  excise  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Army,  and  yet  we  see  no  sueh 
exorbitant  wealth  er  depressed  industry.  To  make  common  Oonver- 
aation,  (and  that  founded  in  supposition,)  a  ground  of  public  mca- 
eures  from  which  injustice  to  the  Widow,  Orphan  and  worthy 
XSiiaen  will  follow,  we  cannot  suppose  the  generous  and  benevolent 
temper  of  Pennsylvania  will  admit,  and  yet  we  can  deduce  no  other 
Consequence  from  admitting  that  those  who  were  about  to  buy  Cer* 
tificates  were  led  by  general  Conversation  to  Contemplate  the  Lsuds 
4>f  the  State  as  the  only  fund  for  t^dr  redemption.  We  trust  thft 
public  proceedings  of  this  State  will  have  a  more  stable  and  solid 
foundatioQ. 

That  the  Certifieates  will  rise  in  value  in  consequeneo  of  a  ireU 
frotinded  hope  of  just  aod  honorable  payment,  we  hope  .and  expecC^ 
but  that  it  will  enhance  the  price  beyond  their  original  Value,  we 
oanaot  believe,  and  their  advance  towards  it  will  be  fully  eomi^nsa- 
ted  by  raoovexing  publio  Credit,  renewing  confidence  in  Ooyernment^ 
and  enabling  us  to  establish  a  lioan  Office  from  which  the  dbtaot 
tgeeholdevs  will  be  accommodated  with  money  on  easy  Terms  aud  at 
m  seasonable  interest.  But  how  will  this  be  attained  if  instead  of 
applying  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  (government  to  restore  public 
Ondit^--Hve  fiiU  into  every  temptation  to  coromtt  public  isjustic^-^ 
whethM  the  debts  are  just,  is  in  our  view,  the  first  Gensidoration-^ 
%hk  is  not  queatioQsd,  for  they  are  admitted,  not  only  td  be  jutt  but 
lAeritorioua.  The  next  is,  how  shall  they  be  discharged  ?  we  asy, 
ikdn^tf^,  aa  a  Sourcto  of  future  Confideoce  and  supply  ^tttVu&i^faseonf 
farmably  to  oatilral  fmtice ;  and  artUe/ullg  aaapioper  netnrsii  to tfmsi 
Vol.  X— 17. 
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«wlio  m  iinm  of  fttblio  danger  and  difficnlty  Mi  (Mr  Prop«iij  to 
-etfeet  the  great  PvrpoKs  of  Liber^  aad  Indap^d^oe.  In  OonfiniM^ 
tion  of  those  tentimeiitey  w^  sball  racnr  to  a  meemge  of  jour  £xoeliei»> 
toy's  and  the  Honeitrabl»  Board  of  August  17tli,178!3,  asihemxit  iii»> 
^xoeptionable  auibority*  There  it  ib  said,  <<  The  disohsrge  of  dehta 
<<diie  by  the  8tM«,  w  if  that  osninot  be  woon  acoompliBtedy  at  ieaat 
<<  the  regular  Payaeat  of  the  Ijiterast;  shonki  be  provided  for,  and 
<'well  eeeured  by  adequate  foods;  so  timt  th#  besi  sattsfkotioa 
**  which  Oircamstanoes  will  permit,  may  be  giTes  to  the  Oreditors. 
><  Contiiittal  and  eotaethnes  Tory  affecting  applioatioiie  are  made  to 
*^  us :  bat  while  ire  pereeiTe  tlie  obKgatioDs  of  Juatioe,  and  the 
^  Ipjoriea  apd  distressea  attendant  upon  anon^oampUance  with  them 
"  we  are  unable  to  afford  Relief.  It  is  essential  to  the  publio  wet- 
^<  fare  diat  public  Oredit,  upon  which  alone  qonidenoo'  can  be  feun- 
<<ded,  should  be  supported;  and  we  earnestly  wishi.  the  Qeneral 
V  AssemUy  wonU  take  ioto  didr  serious  CoaaidcflraCion  the  wyq^a 
'^  aad  means  for  establi  Aing  a  more  regular  and  improted  Sj^stem 
**  of  Serenue.  We  believe  that  the  burthens  of  the  good  people  of 
**  this  state  misht  be  thus  relieved;  and  we  shall  esteem  ourselreB 
<«  very  happy  if  we  can  fnmnh  any  usefoi  Informatidn  upon  this 
<<  sul^eet/'  Contemplating  the  rasouiues  of  the  State,  we  cannot 
twith  ypur  ExosUency  and  Uie  honorable  Board,  consider  the  Giroum- 
itanoes  of  the  Treasoren  notes  as  proofs  of  our  inability  to  suppoii 
our  Credit,  because  »  Want  of  Punctuality  in  the  redemption  of  aH 
our  public  secniities  is  equally  to  be  lamented.  Eh«n  the  sntieDt 
emissions  o{  Paper  money  before  the  Revolulaon  were  not  puadBaliy 
^redeemed,  but  certainly  not  freos  inability.  It  arises  from  the  d»- 
iay  of  the  Oellectton  of  Taxes,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  exeeirtiva 
part  of  &ovemnient  to  remedy. 

'  We  wish  and  hope  to:  ease  our  Constituent^  mider  the  pnblie 
burthens;  we  partate  of  them  ^Mtselves,  and  thenrfere  tnntt  be  aK- 
itraya  intareeied  to  lessen  them ;  but  we  see  no  cause  to  de|>reelata 
the  ability  of  the  State,  as  well  as  its  Credit,  when  we  f«fleet  thai 
ib  the  ysar  1782,  ifhat  we  had  neither  rested  from  the  raviM»  of 
the  war.  nor  taated  the  blessmgs  of  peace,  a  Tax  of  d4MfiSo  wa9 
imposed,  and  tho'  beavy  it  was  not  ineapportablew  In  the  year 
1783, «  ^rtber  T«x  was:  laid  for  £1^5y000,  without  any  4id  Arom  < 
the  sale  of  Lands.  The  present  supply  calls  Ibr  a  T^x  of  hot 
ifi76,&45  17  6  annuaUy^  which  m  the  very  sttm  recommended  ht 
Ooogfess^  and  adopted  by  a  kte  Assembly  for  twenty  five  ytan,  aaa 
When  the  Porposea  to  which  it  Js  to  be  applied  4to>  duly  ooneideted^ 
and  that  its  duration  will  probaMy  be  terminated  in  o  raueh  shorter 
time  than  twenty  ^b  years,  ^  the  gpnerooa  and  benei^olont^  tennper 
efPeanaylvaiiians''  will  not  permit  it  to  be  deemed  grie^eoa,  nor 
tmdttly  burthensome.  We  come  now  to  the  last  objeolioti  againet 
thus  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  poblfe  debts:  that  it  will 
interfere  with  foederal  meaemos;  we  Wish  ybor  £seelleD«y  ai»d  tho 
honorable  Board  xinsfoad  of  res^  on  a  f^n^al  doelaraitmn;  had 
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prfDied  eviiMfr  ultefefeDOaL  Beniiks  the  iaiftaiioe  above  mentioiied' 
Ike  Jo«rD«lii>f  GoagrcMM  alHKiiMi  ia  Besolyea  and  ReoomioendfttioQa 
ija  wkkh  tb«  tttmost  cneiigi'  of  iaogui^  is  exerted  to  iaduoe  us  to^ 
pa  J  them  debta  JieooTaiblj  and  juailj.  We  mean  to  rfiow  our  respeel 
for  the  GooOBeb  ef  thai  hooosrable  Body  by  oarCompKaiioe  ae  well 
aa  t)gF  our  profasaioiiB.  We  b«^  thereupon  eoHeotea  their  flKUti-< 
aaenta  ae  aeattered  thit>'  divem  ef  their  Preo^dioga. 
.  In  thd  eelebratad  Letter  of  the  18th  Beptenberi  177&9  after  ex-' 
prasaing  with  the  noa^  paAhetie  ekqaenee,  the  bMoneaa  and  bad 
policy  of  failing  to  support  the  public  faith,  thus  urge  its  inhumanity 
aa  well  aa  ii^natioe :  Thai  the  Goffiplaiats  of  ruined  widows  and 
fiilherless  Children  whose  sole  aupport  rests  in  the  publio  funds  hava- 
already  gone  forth,  and  with  the  greatest  Solenmity  they  bid  ua  take 
earOy  thai  tfaey  rise  no  higher. 

On  the  18th  April  lollowii^  tbegr  dedaro  that  the  hoideraof  loaii 
oSoe  Oei!tiflcatea  ahould  suatait  no  loss  by  nay  depreoiation  of  the 
Bills  loan'd  subseqaeit  to  iheir  reapoiUvo  datea.  On  the  28th 
June  faUowiog  they  declare  that  the  Prino^Al  of  all  the  Loana  that 
have  been  made  sbal)  finally  be  discharged  at  the  fM  comnt  yahiO: 
pC  the  Mlk  whea  leaned  and  ihe  ialeitat  in  the  mean  tisae  paid  on 
Um  same  Jost  prieoiplea.  ) 

On  ihe  16th  Deeember,  1782,<}oagren  declared,  that  it  is  essential 
to  the  joatine  and  Presenratlon  of  pnblie  faith,  that  whenever  a > 
natiOA  is  oUiged  by  the  exigeiidea  of  puUie  affairs  to  contrast  m  debt 
proper  fonda  should  ba  eateUished  not  only  for  paying  theannnalr 
Value  or  UAerasta  of  the  aame^  but  for  dttobargiag  iSbe  principal. 
iHtbin  a  reasonable  Period. 

li  then  goes  on  to  ^ncoarHge  the  States  to  exerdons  of  Paymeai 
l?y  aaann^  them  Ahat  whenefer  tfae  i^redwae  of  Ihe  Bevenua  ahaU 
exceed  the  lateieai^  it  ahaU  be  applied  <to  einkifig  the  PrindpaL 
But  unfortunately  no  fund  has  beensfound  iby  Gecgcte  to  pay  even- 
tjbo  itftereat  or  any  pari  of  it  from  that  time  to  the  present 

In  1783,  another  most  animated  address  from  Qongreaain  the 
ninth  Page  Of  a  Pamphlet  called  an  address  and  Recommendation 
to  the  litatea,  after  eouiaeratiog  the  Classes  of  publio  Creditors, 
speaks  of  those  who  originally  lent  their  money,  those  who  have  pnr- 
ohased  Ceftifioates,  and  whose  Property  has  been  otbef wise  advanced 
or  assumed  for  public  Service,  aad  ihis  is  the  language  of  that  re- 
spectable Body,  a  just  regard  to  whose  Counsels  the  Bonorable 
Board  deoUte,  and  we  con^u^  in  believing  id  essetktial  to  6ur  Happi- 
ness <<  To  discriminate  the  merits  of  these  several  descriptions  of 
"  CinedltofS  would  be  a  t^sk  equally  unnecessary  and  invidious,  if  the. 
''voice  of  humanity  pleads -more  loudly  in-  favor  of  some  than  of* 
^others,  the  voice  of  Policy  no  less  than  of  Justice  pleads  in  favor, 
''of  all— A  wise  nation  will  never  permit  those  who  relieve  the'. 
"  wants  of  their  Country,  6r  who  rely  most  on  its  faith,  its  firmness  and 
"ittf  resources,  when  either  of  them  is  distrusted,  to  suffer  by  the 
#' event''    In  the^Miowlag  Paragtaph  ef  Ihe  aane  address^  which 
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we  earnestly  reoonnneii^  to  the  attention  of  your  Exoelfeney  and  iW 
li^norable  Board,  thee^  Sentiments  are  farther  urged  and  enforced 
by  Considerations  of  the  most  powerful  nature  snch  airtn  onr  opraion 
exclude  erery  idea,  that  the  measures  of  any  particular  State  a€ 
this  time  of  day  for  the  relief  of  these  sufferers  can  be  dlssagreeable 
to  Congress*  The  State  of  New  Jersey  has  made  a  Provision  simi- 
lar to  ours,  except  that  it  rests  on  Taxation  only,  while  oun  has  the 
Lands  as  an  auxiliary,  and  we  ha^e  never  bean!  th^fr  Conduct  ob- 
jected to  as  interfering  with  fcsderal  measures  or  weakening  the 
union.  * 

If  from  defects  in  the  Confederation,  or  too  limited  Tiews,  some 
States  hesitate  or  fail  in  Compliance  as  they  have  done  from  year  to 
year,  shall  we  bring  poverty  and  Ruin  on  the  Citisens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania whose  Circumstances,  the  message  admits,  demand  fmmediate 
attendon  ?  do  not  these  debts  make  a  part  of  the  national  debt,  and 
if  lessened  now,  will  not  onr  future  burthen  be  less.  Thus  while 
we  substantially  comply  with  the  Recommendations  of  Congress,  we 
shall  pM^rm  an  act  of  duty.  Justice  and  Humanity,  in  relieving  our 
suffering  fellow  Oitriens. 

A  Renrd  to  the  Constitution,  and  the  ooafederation,  and  affection 
to  the  Common-wealth  which  seemed  to  require  we  ehonld  rectify 
many  mistakes  in  fact  from  which  erroneous  Consequences  have  been 
deduced  in  the  message,  have  oall'd  forth  this  R  epiy.  We  do  not  mean 
to  wage  a  war  of  messages  and  addresses  which,  the  experience  Of  for* 
Hier  times  shows,  irritate  but  never  convince.  The  business  of  Legisla- 
tion neither  admits  our  employing  our  time  or  spending  public  money 
in  disputes.  If  the  Engagements  of  your  "Excellency  and  the  Hono^ 
riible  Board  leave  you  at  leisure  to  attend  to  other  Cases  than  those 
of  the  Council,  we  shall  always  be  happy  to  reeeive  your  sssistrace, 
and  advice  in  the  approved  and  long  practised  mode  of  Conference, 
not  only  as  the  most  Constitutional  when  there  is  only  a  single 
Branch  of  Legislature,  but  best  adapted  for  reasoning  and  conviction 
Peaco  and  Harmony. 

Signed  by  order  of  Ae  House. 

JOHIT  BAYARD,  Speaker  * 

Assembly  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  December  24th,  1784. 


Copy  of  a  Letter,  John  Adams,  1784, 

Anteiul,  near  Paris,  Nov.  3d,  1781. 
Sir, 

Dr.  Franklin  has  lately  communicated  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  me, 
a  letter  be  has  received  from  the  Comte  de  Yergennes,  and  another 
from  Mr.  Orand,  the  first  informs  that  Mr.  Marbois  hacl  informed 
him,  that  upon  his  application  to  the  superintendant  of  Finances,  he. 

*  S«e  Col.  «fc.»  Toi.  Xiy.,  p.  2»9a  &  answer  92S^  648. 
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bad  femved  bq  answer  by  Mr.  GoveraMr  Morrisy  thai  letters  should 
be  written  both  to  Amaterdsm  and  Paris,  to  proride  for  tbe  pay- 
aioftt  of  the  mteresi  of  the  ten  miilioo  of  li^es  borrowed  for  the 
U«ited  States  in  Holhrnd,  by  the  King,  and  reminds  the  American 
Minister  that  dther  interest  is  dae,  and  the  first  payment  of  the 
capital  will  beeome  due  next  year.  Mr.  Orands  letter  informs,  that 
he  is  abeady  about  fifty  thousand  livres  in  advance  for  loan  office 
certificates,  Salaries,  &ce. ;  These  letters  the  Dt.  will  no  doubt  transmit 
to  Congress  and  as  they  relata  to  matters  within  his  Department ; 
I  might  have  been  excused  froas  mentioning  them ;  if  the  mention  of 
Amsterdam  had  not  made  it  probable,  that  Mr.  Morris  had  it  In 
contemplatioo  to  draw  upon  our  Bankers  there  for  money  to  discharge 
this  interest ;  and  I  cannot  excuse  myself  from  observing  that  if 
such  draaghts  should  be  made,  I  am  apprehensive  they  will  be  pro- 
tested. 

France  is  at  present  in  so  much  danger  of  being  forced  to  take 
part  in  a  War,  in  tbe  low  Countries,  that  I  am  not  surprized  at  the 
Comte  de  Yergennes'  attention  to  matters  of  revenue  and  that  I 
/oannot  see  any  hope  that  Doctor  Franklin  will  be  able  to  obtain 
any  relief  from  this  Court 

It  will  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  debt  of  near  a  million 
and  an  half  sterling  to  France,  and  another  debt  of  more  than  half 
a  million,  sterling  in  Holland,  whose  interests  are  constantly  accru- 
ing. There  are  also  salaries  to  Ministers ;  and  there  is  another  call 
for  money,  which  is  very  pressing.  The  Commerce  of  the  Medite- 
ranean  is  of  great  importance  to  the  United  States,  and  to  every 
one  bt  them,  and  this  commerce  cannot  be  enjoyed  without  treaties 
with  the  Barbarv  Powers.  It  will  be  not  only  in  vain,  bu(  dangerous 
and  detrimental  to  open  negotiations  with  these  powers  without 
money  for  the  customary  presents.  How  are  all  these  demands  for 
money  to  be  satisfied  ?  If  Cash,  Bills,  or  produce  can  be  sent  to 
fiurope  for  the  purpose,  it  will  be  happy  for  ns.  But  I  suppose  that 
no  man  believes  it  possible,  and  therefore  we  must  not  only  forg6 
great  future  advantages,  but  violate  contracts  already  made,  and 
Siith  already  pledged,  and  thereby  totally  ruin  our  credit,  if  not 
expose  the  property  of  our  Merchants  to  be  seised  abroad,  or  we 
aaqst  borrow  more  money  in  £urope.  Now  there  is  no  part  of  Eu- 
rope in  which  we  mn  expect  to  borrow,  unless  it  be  in  Holland,  and 
diera  we  may  rely  upon  it  all  our  hopes  will  fail  us,  if  effectual 
measures  arMiot  taken  to  fund  our  foreign  debt,  if  adequate  funds 
were  established  for  discharging  the  interest  we  msy  hope  for  fur* 
iher  Credit ;  without  them  our  ciroomstances  are  truly  desperstoi 
It  is  not  for  me  to  enter  into  the  question,  how  this  is  to  be  done  so 
iuf  distant,  and  so  long  absent,  it  would  be  ifti possibly  for  me  to  form 
a  Judgment,  if  the  subject  were  within  my  province  which  it  is  not 

The  ability  of  our  people  for  this  and  much  greater  things  cannot 
be  doubted  by  any  Man  who  knows  any  thing  of  their  afiiairs,  and 
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ii  is  ft  pity  ibat  tnj  (pestkas  abomfc  ibe  nada  ahoold  neifand  lUfe 
most  neoesBsry  proraion  ibr  the  existease  of  oar  Cradii  abroad. 

I  bava  this  aiaaiaiit  a  letter  from  our  hanken  al  Amatendaas, 
dated  the  28th  of  Oot  id  wbieh  they  infonn  aie  thai  tkey  have  aol 
reoehed  the  latifioation  of  my  last  Loaii|  perhi^  it  did  not  anite 
till  after  the  recess  of  Goo^resa.    I  mast  earaeatly  re^acat  thai 


Congress  wa«ld  dispatch  it  as  early  as  postble  after  their  ateetiag, 
becansa  the  delay  of  it  may  azcita  an  alirmy  and  dash  all  our  hopes 
at  oooe.    The  half  million  aterling  which  we  have  obtained  in  Hel> 


land  has  been  all  transmitted  to  Assarioa  in  Dolbura  by  the  way  of 
Havannab,^  paid  in  redeeming  BiUa  of  laehsngOySold  in  Anwiriea 
for  Tery  advantaoeoos  pieminma  ;  nana  of  it  has  been  laid  ant  in 
goods,  and  tbere£)re  every  ether  oonsiderataon  eaOs  upon  ns  to  be 
pnnotoal  aa  w^  as  onr  honor,  which  alonsi  oaght  to  be  aafioieftt 

(Signed,) 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Iniortedf 

1785,  reed.  Jan'y  8  let.    Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Hooble  John 
Adams,  Bsquire,  dated  near  Pan^;  November  id,  1784.    Entered. 


Extract  ov  a  Lbttbr  troh  this  Honblk  Johk  Adams, 
Bbkjahin  Franklin  &  Thomas  Jkffersok^  1784. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honble  John  Adams,  Beajamin 
Franklin  &  Thomas  Jefferson,  dated  at  Paris,  11th  November, 
1784. 

'<  A  Letter  reeeived  from  the  Count  do  Yergenaea^  t  another 
from  Hons'r  Grand  Co  Doetor  Franklin,  of  wbieh  No.  21  &  22  are 
Copies,  give  us  reason  to  apprehend  an  nneaainesa  in  this  Gonit  kat 
«o  dionld  fiul  not  only  in  the  pnnetnal  payment  of  the  interest  on 
their  particular  Loans,  bnt  shooid  permit  the  payment  on  the  Dntek 
Loan,  wbieh  this  Court  gnsranteed«  to  fall  in  the  first  instance  npon 
tbam.  This  oironmstanos  under  tbe  pveaent  piDbabiiity  of  a  war 
in  Europe  might  be  really  inconvenient  to  them  and  give  onfitvoiw 
able  ideas  of  the  sense  we  entertain  of  their  paat  ^yonrs.  OcNir 
grass  will  know  whether  measures  have  been  taken  to  make  timely 
paymenta  here,  and  they  can  beat  judge  of  what  exertiona  tha  Statea 
are  capable  for  reducing  their  foreign  debt,  even  faater  than  their 
Btipnlations  require.  A  hearty  disfKwitioh  in  the  people  goes  fsr 
towards  making  them  equal  to  whatever  it  ia  their  duty  and  intaitet 
to  do^  and  we  cannot  help  supposing  that  if  onr  countrymen  wonld 
boldly  look  that  .part  of  their  foreign  debt  in  the  boe^  which 
they  have  a  right  to  disoh'arge,  if  they  would  view  it  and  view 
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themse1f«i^  Ihej  woa1<l  Swi  tkej  ooidd  aMter  it,  |nrittpi  with  a 
siDgle  effort ;  of  this  we  can  assure  them  that  nothing  would  pro* 
<fec6  BQch  a  revolution  in  the  opinion  entertained  in  Burope  of  tneir 
powers,  of  their  justiee  to  at  the  tone  of  tlieir  govetnment.  If  a 
reputation  for  equity  and  gratitude,  if  a  demonstration  of  onr  re- 
eoorces  and  of  our  resolution,  if  the  subjection  of  the  riches  of 
Europe  to  our  wishes  on  any  future  emergency  may  be  bought  at 
half  a  Guinea  a  head  oannot  oqr  countrymen  be  roused  to  ma^e  the 
purchase?  Add  to  this  that  it  would  command  for  us  a  respect 
which  might  save  us  in  the  end,  millions  of  moneyj  and  torreute  of 
blood.  Oongress  we  hope  will  pardon  us  these  reflections.  We  are 
on  a  field  were  evei^  circumstance  tends  to  produce  them.  Our  in- 
i^tr notions  as  to  a  gratification  and  indemnification  to  John  Baptist 
Pequet  has  not  yet  been  complied  with ;  Mr.  Grand's  Letter  will 
assign  the  reasoi^. 

The  honor  of  our  own  country  as  "well  as  our  own  feelings  will  not 
permit  us  to  pass  unnoticed,  that  we  are  now  depending  for  daily 
Bubsistance  on  the- bounty  of  a  subject  of  this  Kingdom;  A  bounty 
which  he  tells  us  in  his  better, "  qii'il  sera  forc^  mettre  des  bornesi'' 
(he  will  be  forced  to  set  bonds.)  We  trust  that  Congress  will  be 
so  good  as  to  order  oi  effectual  and  instantaneous  relief  from  this 
Situation. 
Jndartedf 

1785,  reod.  Jan'y  Slst;  Bztraet  of  a  Letter  from  HonUe  Joha 
Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin  k  Thomaa  Jefferson,  dated  at  Fari^ 
fifoYcnber  11th,  1784. 
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BstuBir  ov  DnBRTBRS  FROM  Hi  Dbtachhxnt 

Retumi^of  Deserten,  with  their  description,  fte.  who  deserted  frott 
the  Clpaths,  Arms,  &c,  which  they  haw  received,  likewise  their  pay 


Camp  on  the  Indian 

Inlisted. 

shore  west  side  of 

Place  bom 
or  resided. 

Trade 
or  Oecn- 

AUigany  River, 
December  Ist,  1781. 

When. 

Wbere. 

pation.^ 

From  Cap.  Douglass 

Co.  of  Artillery. 

*  1  James  Morton, 

Ireland, 

SO 

Aug., 

PhOi., 

Farmer, 

22 

^  John  MouDgstam, 

Germany, 

31 

do 

do 

do 

29 

SJThomas  Smith, 

Ireland, 

80 

do 

do 

do 

24 

^  4:John  Hancock, 

England^ 

24 

do 

do 

Labourer, 

24 

' 

From  Cap.  Fmney's 

Co.  Infantry. 

5  John  Coleman^ 

Germany, 

25 

Aug., 

Philt., 

Seone  (Tr, 

25 

et  Jos.  Bottomley, 

Ensland, 
Ireland, 

18  SepVr, 

do 

Weaver,    25 

7  Thomas  Delap, 

28 

Aug., 

do 

do        "SS 

8  Patrick  Powler, 

do 

80 

do 

do 

Tanner,     30 

9|Jno.  Leard, 

do 

31 

do 

do 

Labourer,58 

lO'Adam  Myre, 
11  Conrad  Hnffiier, 
12|John  Kidd, 
13 (Thomas  Atkinson, 

Germany, 

30 

do 

do 

Barber,    te6 

do 

80 

do 

do 

Poller,      24 

do 

30 

Sept'r, 

do 

LabbnTer,^S 

Jersey, 

23 

Aug., 

do 

Laboorar,  17 

HjEdw.  MeCarday, 

Ireland. 

28 

do 

do 

Weaver,    26 

15  Jno  Dnnnivan, 

do 

28 

do 

do 

Labourer,  23 

16  Osbum  Pearson, 

Connecticut, 

28 

do 

do 

do       21 

17 1  James  Davidson, 

Penn'a, 

26 

do 

do 

do       81 

l8|Thomas  Serviee, 

Ireland, 

27 

do 

do 

do       25 

l9!Jno.  Sutherland, 

Scotland, 

27 

do 

do 

Bl'kS-»,31 

20  Jno.  Kerney, 

Ireland, 

27 

do 

do 

Weaver,    35 

21  Philip  McDonald, 

do 

28 

do 

do 

Labourer,  32 

22  Thomas  Everly, 

England, 

28 

do 

do 

do 

25 

23  [Thomas  Howell, 

Delaware, 

30 

do 

do 

do 

28 

24  Samuel  Moor, 

Penn'a. 

30 

do 

do 

Hatter, 

27 

25  Patrick  O'Haro, 

Ireland, 

31 

do 

do 

Labourer, 

29 

20,  William  Smith, 

do 

31 

do 

do 

Tajlor, 

30 

27 1  James  Mehin, 

do 

28 

do 

do 

Taylor, 

39 

28 1  John  Eir, 

Mass., 

31 

do 

do 

Turner, 

27 

29 

iDa'l  M'MuUan, 

Ireland, 

23 

do 

do 

Labourer, 

,30 

The  columns  containing  a  detailed  description,  and  the  cleatbing  and  arms, 
ard  not  printed,  although  in  the  original. 
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09  THS  1st  Ahsrioak  BxaiMBNT,  1785. 

m  detachment  of  the  Ist  American  Bemment,  with  en  Inventory  of 
aa  soldieM  in  the  lat  A"  R'*^,  com*  bjr  Job.  Harmar,  £^,  L'  0>  G*~. 


Oamp  on  the  Indian 

shore  vest  side  of 

Allisany  Birer, 

Deoember  Ist,  1784. 


81 
8-2 
83 
34 
.85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
40 
41 
'42 
48 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 


49 
60 
61 
62 
.63 
64 


Place  born 
or  rended. 


From  Gap.  Zeiglara 
Ga  Infantry. 

80|Jno.  Hendriekson,  jjersey, 
"  Andrew  Scott,         Pcnn'a, 
William  Qriffey,  do 

Robert  Qamett,  do 

Jno.  Johnstoni  do 

Francis  Johnston,       do 
John  Davidson,  do 

Gasper  Morrits,  do 

Albert  Legrand,  do 

Mathias  Qoltier,  do 

Francis  Usman,       Qermany, 
Garl  Beynard,  do 

Oeorge  Clark,  Pem'a, 

Janies  Coleman,  Delaware, 
Jno^  Stephenson,  Penn'a, 
Nicholas  Ijiplain,  France, 
Frederick  Miller,  Germany, 
William  Justice,  Penn'a, 
Patrick  Turner,  Ireland, 
From  Gap.  McCur 

day's  Oomp'y. 
Bdward  Gaffoey,   . 
Thomas  Grimes, 
John  Smith, 
John  Sid«l^ 
David  Brown, 
Edw'd  Leonard, 

65|  Jno.  ^ad, 

66  Dennis  Carney, 


67 
68 
69 
60 


Jno.  Snyder, 
Jno.  McLanghlin, 
Jno.  Bums, 
Henry  Tatteraon, 


Ireland,  - 
Scotland, 
Penn'a, 

do. 

do 

N.  Yoik, 

Jersey, 

Ireland, 

Penn'a, 

Ireland, 

do 
Jersey, 


Inlisted, 


WUn. 


10  Sepf  r, 
|26    do 
|2d    do 

24  Aug., 

6  Sepf  r, 

28  Aug., 
10  Sepf  r, 

7  Oct., 

25  Sepf  r, 
14    do 

1    do 
|27  Aug., 
27    do 

29  do 

30  do 

8  Sepf  rj 
23    do 

26  do 
14    do 


Where 


27  Aug., 
15  Sepf  r, 

18  Aug , 

25  l^pf  IV 
8    do 

0  Aug., 
,al     do 
|12  Sepf  r, 

26  do. 

19  Anai, 

28  do 
21    do 


Phils., 

do 

do 
Lanc'r, 
Phila., 
Carl'le, 
Phila., 
Garl'le, 
PhiU., 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Trade 

or  Occtt' 

pation. 


Pbih., 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Labourer,  25 

Shoem'r, 

Labourer, 

do 

do 

do 
Taylor, 
Taylor, 
Cook, 
Labourer, 
Tavlor, 
Labourer, 
Cooper, 
Labourer, 

do 

do 
Shoem'r, 
Labourer, 

do 


30 
SO 
20 
29 
22 
20 
28 
28 
23 
24 
21 
80 
22 
23 
26 
80 
80 


Laboures, 

Weaver, 

Labourer, 

Farmer, 

Shoem'r, 

Labourer, 

do 

do 

do 
Farmer, 
Naylor, 


85 
25 
28 
25 
21 
29 
25 
28 
21 
26 
27 
24 


N<;  88  and  No.  39,  AlDert  Iicgraad  and  Mathias  Ooltier,  are  two  Fieneh 
Vm,  who  have  deserted  from  this  place  and  gone  down  the  river  to  the 
lUinCiB  Coontry. 

'  JOS.  HABMAR,  Lt.  Col.  Oom.  1st  Am.  Beg**. 
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;  Col.  Josiah  Ha&mab  to  Pres.  Dickinson^  1784. 

j 

Camp  near  Fort  Pkt|  oa  tbe  Indian  fibdre^  ike  Weetem  side  of 
the  AUe^ny  riveri  Deoeaber  dtfa,  1784. 
j*  Sir,  ' 

!  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  jonr  Excellency  &  the  Hononrable 

•  Council  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  Detachment  of  Pennsjlyania 
I                 TroopSf  eompoited- of  Captain  Douglass's  company  of  artillery,^ 

Captain  Finney's  oompany  of  Infantry  at  this  place  on  the   I8th| 

Oelc^rlast 
I  The  second  Detachment  composed  of  Captain  Zeiglers's  AOaptam 

j.  McCttrdy's  companies  of  Infantry  arrived  here  on  the  29th  of  the 

•  same  month. 

We  have  remained  in  thisTmsfttoff  till  this  day,  in  hourly  expec- 
tation of  the  Commissioners ;  they  are  just  arrived,  and  upon  a  Con- 
snltation,  considering  the  advanced  Season  of  the  year,  the  difficulty 
of  supplied,  Expence  of  Transportation,  &c.,  toCayahoga;  they  have 
resolved  to  hold  the  Treaty  at  Fort  Mcintosh,  thirty  miles  distant 
from  Fort  Pitt,  down  the  Ohio  river. 

In  Consequence  of  their  resolve,  the  Troops  marched  this  morning 
from  this  Encampment  for  Fort  Mcintosh,  the  Tents  baggage  ftc^ 
^  'are  to  go  by  water.     Mr.  Alexander  Lowrey  messenger  to  the  Com- 

j'  missioners  was  dispatehed  this  day  to  Cayafaoga^  with  an  Invitation 

1  to  the  Indians  t%  assemble  at  Fort  Mcintosh. 

1:  -^  The  Fort  is  in  very  bad  order,  &  will  require  considerable  repairs 

j;  before  the  Troops  can  have  comfortable  widter  quartern. 

^  Inclosed,  yoi^r  BxolHenoy  &  the  Honourable  Council,  will  be 

{leased  to  receive  a  return  of  the  Pennsylvania  Troops,  likewise  a 
list  of  all  Deserters  with  their  descriptions  since  the  corps  was 
raised:     Lieut.  Herbert,  I  have  ordered  ntspended  in  his  command 
k  have  written  this  day  to  the  Secretary  in  the  War  Office  for  orders 
"i  in  his  case,  as  a  Qeneral  Court  Martial  cannot  be  convened  for  his 

;  Trial, 

The  List  of  Deserters  is  indeed  very  considerable  owing  to  the 

•  extreme  hurry  in  raising  the  corps ;  I  apprehend  the  chief  part  of 
these  Villains  must  be  lurking  about  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  as 
most  all  of  them  had  attachments  there.  I  have  suggested  to  the 
Secretary  in  the  War  office,  that  perhaps  it  might  be  adviseablo  to 
advertize  &  offer  pardon  to  them,  provided  they  delivered  themselves 
np  in  a  limited,  time ;  your  Excellency  will  please  to  observe  that 
my  Total  at  present  b  only  231  including  Non-Comd.  offrs.  &  music 

i'  consequently  29  are  wanting  to  complete  3  my  sole  dependance  iS; 
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upon  apprehending  the  deserters^  in  order  to  haye  my  foil  oomple- 
ment.of  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

irith  the  bigheet  Esteem  &  respee^ 

Yoor  EzocUenoj^B  &  the  Honble.  Gonncils, 
most  obedt  Servt 
JOS.  HABMAR, 
Lt.  GoL  eomd.  lat  Am.  Begt 
Directed^ 

His  Exej.  John  Dickinson,  Esq-^ft  The  Honble.  Th«  Soprema 
JBxeeanve  Gonhoil^ 


Edw.  Ckawford,  Jr.,  to  Prks.  Dickinson,  1T84. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  yon  that  there  has  never  been  any  marriage 
or  Tavern  license  Received  in  Franklin  Coooty  as  yet,  there  hsa 
been  several  applications  and  I  think  if  there  were  a  few  of  each 
ordered  something  might  be  saved  to  the  Commonwealth. 

The  bearer  Colo.  Cook  will  be  so  good  as  to  forwfird  th^m  if  yo« 
should  send  any. 

I  am  Dr.  Sir, 

your  moat  obdt.  and  very  Hamble  Servi 

BDW.  CRAWFORD,  Jun. 
Franklin  County,  2i  Deer.,  1784.  , . 

Directed^ 

(Public  Service.) 

John  Armstrong,  Jun.,  Secretary  to  the  Executive  Connoil  of 
Penna.,  Philadelphia. 
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Wm.  Attlbb  to  Pbbs.  Diokikson,  1785. 

Lncaster,  jt  8rd  Jasasry,  178S. 
Bxr, 

I  wn  yesterday  hoaomed  wHk  your  Letter  of  the  17th  of  last 
vonth,  Mentioning  thmt  the  origina]  minote  of  my  appointm^t  as 
J)epBLtj  Commissary  OenL  of  Masters  for  Laneaster  County  eannot- 
be  mmd  and  requesting  that  a  {Topy  of  it  may  be  transmitted  to 
yovu 

At  the  time  of  my  mignation  of  that  appointment  I  handed  the 
original  to  Conneil  with  whom  it  remained^  ft  as  I  did  not  keep  « 
'Copy  of  it,  cannot  ImTO  the  honenr  of  eemplying  with  the  wish  of 
CouBoil  by  transmittaig  it.  Upon  ^mniniiig  the  Copies  of  master 
Kolh  in  my  possession,  tbo  earlieet  date  1  find  is  the  i2th  of  Angost 
1776,  when  I  mastered  some  of  the  first  Company's  af  ye  Militia 
who  marohed  to  Jersey  flrem  this  Coaniy  (tho^  we  had  €  cards  oa 
doty  over  the  Prisonen  of  War  taken  at  8t  John  fte.,  for  a  eon- 
aiderable  time  beyond  that) — it  was  sometime  alter  that  when  I 
feoeived  the  regular  appointment  as  Depy.  Corny.  OonL  of  master 
Ibr  Lancaster  County,  the  date  of  which  I  cannot  asoertain,  &  it  was 
I  think,  in  FebrnaTy  1778  that  I  resigned  the  appointment  to  his 
Exc^ency  Prratdent  Wharton  &  the  fionble.  Conneil  then  at  I^st*. 
eastar  from  a  porsuasion  that  there  was  an  smpropiiety  in  my  holding 
that^  appointment  under  the  State,  after  taking  the  oaths  aa  one  of 
ihe  Justices  of  tiie  supreme  Court. 

1  should  gladly  ha?e  complied  with  tiie  commanda  of  CouncQ  was 
H  in  my  power. 

ft  am»  SiTi 
with  sentiments  of  respeet, 

your  most  obed*  Servt. 

WILLM.  ATTLEE. 
Pir§ttedf 

John  Armstrong,  junr.|  fisquire,  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Eze- 
'entife  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Coii.  JossPH  Harmar  to  Pbes.  DicKnrsoK,  1785. 
Fort  Mcintosh,  Janttary  15th,  1755. 

Sir,  : 

I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency  and  the  SonoraUe 
Council  0n  the  5th  ult%  inclosing  a  return  of  the  Penas^lrama 
Troops  ia  the  sertico  of  the  United  SUtes,  dated  the  Ist  December 
last.* 

•  See  page,  890. 
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lodoaeA  yoni  iBsoiUeteij  will  be  pl«M4d  I9  iMtita  iilotlMt 
MoftUily  ritnni  of  th«  Trioys^  diM  the  lit  isA 

The  whoh  oorps  bM«  b€toQ  00  (toottaiit  IktitfiM  mfee  tfcelr  tnivil 
ker«i  10  Mpi^dg-tbe  ht^  aod filing  ojproauisy  8tai«8)  &«.,  for  aoMm- 
modiituig  th*  GantHMttal  and  8tat»  OooMbifltiovett;  wUoli  kai  In^ 
JQBid  the  ablbmg  nMh. 

A  few  days  aiDoe,  the  Treaty  eomneiicadl,  and  I  b^lieye  will  la 
Batiefaetorily  ooadudad  agaiBa^tbe  latter  end  of  thia  month ;  altho' 
the  Cbie&  of  the  W^fondtU't^  ,Ckippmoay'$  Delaware' t  &  Otaway^i^ 
which  are  the  Na^aa  iliat  are  asaembled  here|)  in  a  apeeoh  they 
delivefed  at.  the  Coaneil  fire  yesterday,  held  ont  an  Idea  to  the 
Continental  CommisBionerSy  that  they  still  leaked  upon  the  Landh 
^hiah  the  United  Stales  i^eld  )Kf  ti^  Ttea^  mitb  CUmt  Britab^  aa 
their  own  \  but  the  Commissioners  have  answered  theaa  ip  a  iigli 
tone ;  the  Purport  of  which  waa,  that  as  they  had  adhered  daring 
the  i{%x  to  the  Kins  of  Gveat  Britain,,  they  were  eonaideied  by  na 
as  a  conqnered  people,  and  had  therefore  nothing  to  ezpeof  from  the 
Uniled  St4t«%  bat  malt  dls|p<ted  altogether  npon  their  Lenity  and 
Generosity.  This  spirited  answer  it  is  supposed  will  have  ^at 
Deslrad  Bfltal. 

The  Bute  Oottmiaaioiieta  I  brieve  will  ndi  have  Ibe  kaai  dift^ 
onlty  in  ItaMicliag  theif  bnsinfesa^  wUelk  layia  with  Uie  Wyendol 
&  IXilaware  Nations, 

I  have  the  benor  to  be» 
.  .  with  the  greatest  Bsteem 

k  xeapecti  yonr  BxeaUeney'a 

&  The  fienarable  Conneil's 
.  .  aQstbble.4obdt.Sertt., 

JO£L  HARMARy 
lit  Gel.  Com.  let  Aau*  Regt. 
DirteUdp 

His  fezeellenoy,  Jobd  Diekinaoii,  Esq.^  Presideftl|  &  The  Honor-' 
able  The  SaprenM  Eteontiye  ConnoiL 


Ikdun  CoHM'as  to  Pass.  Biceihsost,  1785. 

Fort  Molntoshp  JanV  16, 1786. 

Sir, 

Opportunities  to  Philadelphia  very  seldom  offer^  and  indeed  the 
present  is  an  nnoertain  one,  we  tberefore  hope  this  will  apologise  for 
our  communications  not  beiqg  more  frequent. 

We  now  have  the  honor  of  informing  your  Excellency  thai  oor^ 
business  wears  a  yery  promisiM  aspeot  The.  W^ai^^tts  and  t|ie 
several  Tribes  of  toe  Del&ware  Nation  with  whom  alone  we  are :  te> 
oegociate,  (for  the  Shawanese  have  no  daim,)  have  afp^d  to  osr 
pvofoaals^  and  aa  soon  aa  peace  shall  be  eatabli^ed;  wb)eb  we  deubtr 
*  See  page  SM. 
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SAM'L  J.  ATLEB, 
FftA2rS  JOHliSTOlL 

Ha  BxeeilcMj,  Jcbi  INcUho^  Kay.,  ftwiilgrt  a  OcmmO, 


Thos.  McExat  to  P&xs.  Diccmox,  1T85.    • 

171k,  178& 


*f 


A  eertua  AbtaliaB  Bare  kma  of  Jofaa  Bare,  m  wartkj  i 

rf  I Iw  aoMty,  akoat  tile  mmtA  af  Jafciy,  1778,  F 

a^wyj— agiBy  wiawtowJ  by  m  treilor  to  lariil.  y» 
in^  wfcnl  Hcaiaa  pmoBcn  of  vmr  firon  f  inr ilur  lo  tUo  GElj, 
ai^  for  revard  deliveriag  tkoM  up  la  Gaocrel  Sir  Williaai  Howe. 
As  aooa  aa  lUa  mfidc  irea  ilaaoaamly  Jadp  Atlea  iBacd  kia 
vamnl  to  appichaad  thia,  bal  thej  led,  aai  took  refop  witk  tko 
Britisk  ana  J.  Hovcfcr  a  akart  tiaao  pttilooa  to  tkdr  oTioaitioo 
of  tke  cilj,  Bare  loft  tkare,  vaa  atttiated  of  treaaoa  kj  a  prodani»> 
tion  of  tka  Sopitan  SxeeotiTe  Coondl,  and  kia  estate  waa  aold  bj 
tke  AgenlB fir  fa£eited  catdea;  daea  tkia  ke  kaa  Ivri^ed  in  aecrel 
places  IB  tke  baek  eonntiea,  in  coostuit  dread  of  tke  kand  of  jaatiae. 

Jadge  Atlea  kaa  lalal j  ioforaied  ree  tkat  ka  ia  foU j  satisiad,  tkia 
■aa  kaa  beeoaie  a  aiaeere  penifesai.  la  wiaiakwatjaa  of  wbiA,  ko 
joiaa  witk  are  ia  reeoaiBiMiding  kia  as  aa  object  wottkj  of  tke 
kaaaaitj  and  nerej  of  Yomr  Excellency  and  tke  Coaneily  aad  ia 
latereediag  for  a  panioa  for  kia  peiaoa,  <<  tkat  ke  aay  Uta  and  not 
die."  I  bare  tke  konor  to  be, 

witk  tke  most  pexfect 
£ateeB^  Sir,  Toor 
EzcelleBey's  nroet 
obefieat  and  leij 
kamble  aemal, 
Dhtete^,  THOS.  MeKKAN.f 

His  Exeelleaey,  Jokn  DiekiaaoD,  Esquire,  President,  fte.,  of 
FeansylTaaia. 

*Tbi8  deed  wm  signed  J&aiuxy  21,  1795;  tee  fhls  aad  all  tftker 
doeaneato  rrialia;  to  thie  pvrebase  in  tte  JomA  ef  rtiiaiTilj.  fMraary, 
—April,  1785.    Kote  te  Saitk'e  Iavi,  VoL  II.,  p.  1.3. 

t  8<^  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  818. 
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Prbs;  Dickinson  to  Dblbgates  in  Congrbss,  1785. 

In  OoQQoil,  Januiry  ISth^  1785. 
Sir, 

We  bave  received  your  Iietter  of.  tlie  14th,  ft  sre  very  nveh 
obKfled  to  yen  for  the  InteUfgenoe  oomreyed  in  if^  ft  for  the  atleotioa 
yoaliave  had  to  the  Interest  of  your  Native  Land. 

We  have  desired  Mr.  Henry  M\j  to  eommnnteate  to  yoiii  the 
Information  we  have  given  him  npon  the  subjeet ;  and  we  hope  they 
are  snoh  aa  will  afford  yoa  great  satisfaotion,  and  eonvinoe  yon  that 
Pennsylvania  has  been  more  offended  against  than  offending  in  this 
tronblesome  Bnsinesa*  With  sincere  wishes  for  your  HappinesS;  and 
with  high  Esteem^ 

I  am  siTi  your 

most  obedient  ft_ 

most  humble  servant| 

JOHN  DICKINS©N.» 

The  Honorable  Hugh  Williams,  Esonire,  Delegate  in  GongreS0 
from  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  New  York. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Prbs.  of  Congrbss,  1785. 

In  Council,  January  18th;  1786. 
Sir, 

On  the  20th  of  last  Month,  we  had  the  honor  of  addressing  n 
Letter  to  you  enclosing  copies  of  a  Law  of  this  State,  entitled  "  An 
Act  to  carry  into  immediate  Effbot  the  Kesolntions  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  for  adjusting  the  claims  of  indiriduafal 
of  this  Commonwealth  against  the  said  United  States/'  ft  of  Reso* 
Uitio«is  of  the  General  Assembly  upon  the  same  subject. 

We  requested  an  early  determination  of  Couffress  upon  the  Basio 
aess }  and  while  we  trust  thai  Congress  will  do  justice  to  the  re- 
spectful deference  for  them,  which  induces  us  earnestly  to  wish  that 
they  may  appoint  the  additional  Commissioners,  we  also  confide  that 
they  will  consider  the  situation  in  which  we  are  placed  by  delaying 
the  execution  of  a  Law,  &  will  therefore  think  our  Conduct  very  proper 
in  repeating  our  Bequeat. 

We  were  anibrmed  last  Saturday,  that  application  has  bean  made  to 
Congress  on  behalf  of  Claimera  of  Lands  within  this  State, — the 
Jurisdiction  over  which  was  lately  claimed  by  the  State  of  Conneo* 

*  Respecting  Letter  from  Oovemor  Conn.,  to  Congresa  Dec,  24, 1784  ;  A^ 
resolutionfl  of  AsBembly.  Complarats  of  Persons  by  settlers,  see  H.  W*S 
tetter  in  Letter  Book,  Vol.  L,  p.  2a7 ;  and  see  CoL  Kec.  XIV.,  p.  817. 
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tieufey  for  a  Court  to  be  appointed  to  try  their  private  Rigbt  of 
soil. 

The  Recess  of  the  Gleneral  Assembly  at  this  time  who  cannot 
m^et  tjH  the  first  of  next  months  and  several  other  cirenmstanoes 
will  pat  it  oat  of  oar  power  to  have  this  matter  bronght  before 
Poaynns  ia  %  pfopcr  manier  soooef  thsa  -  about  tlie  middle  of 
Vabrn»rjr.  We  tkeie&re  hope  thai  no  Meaaares  will  be  adopted  in 
this  important  affair,  antill  tbis  Oomteonweaith  is  pfepaied  to  offsc 
hdf  Jiepresentations  to  Congress  «pon  it 

lam  with  great  esteem,  8iv, 
your  ExDellene/smosI 

•badieiit  bnmbla  Servi, 

JOHN  DICKINSON* 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency;  The  President  of  CongressL 


Fbjbs^  Dic^in90n  to  Delegates  m  Conqbess,  1785. 

In  Council,  January  18lh,  1785. 
e^tile»eii|- 

On  the  20th  of  last  month*  we  wrote  to  yoa  eoBeeming  the  kfe 
Act  &  Resolution  of  Assembly  for  adjusting  claims  of  Individuals 
against  the  United  States,  earaesETy  requesting  yofir  exertions,  to 
obtain  an  appointment  of  the  additional  Gommissienera  by  Con- 
gress, as  the  Assembly  is  soon  to  meet,  k  the  pressure  of  affairs  calls 
fore  speedj  Deeiaion  of  the  Bosinessi  we  now  think  it  our  Duty  to 
repeat  our  Request,  assurina;  you,  that  the  Decision  cannot  be 
delayed  without  vexy  Assgreeable  ccmsequences. 

We  now  inclose  several  papers  lelating  to  the  Claims  and  Gondoei 
of  the  persons  pretendiBg  Right  to  the  I^inds  at  k  near  to  Wyoming, 
k  the  proceedings  of  this  Btate  thereon,  being  informed  that  appll- 
eattoB  has  been  made  to  Congress  for  a. Court  to  be  appointed  under 
the  ninth  article  of  the  Confcd^iatioDi  to  try  the  private  Ri^  el 


•  ThB  late  Assembly  was  of  opinion,  that  those  persons  were  not 
entitled  to  such  a  Goart;  and  therefore  it  seems  pro^r,  that  ikm 
appointment  in  tbis  case  should  be  contested.  TwS»  Gentlemea  of 
the  Jjaw  Messrs.  Wilson  k  Bradford  wore  employed  sa  agents  among 
other  thiags,  to  dispute  that  point.  They  repaired  to  ABttapolis,  £ 
appeared  there  on  the  28  th  of  last  June,  according  to  the  preceding 
Besblotiena  of  Cbieress ;  but  no  person  was  there  to  Act  od  Behalf 
of  Conneoticut  or  the  Claimants.  It  is  impossible  in  sny  very  short 
time  to  send  those  gentlemen  to  New  York  propeHy  prepared.  Re* 
spect  for  the  Qeneral  Assembly  dictates  that  their  Sentiments  on  this 
Tery  important  Busioeas  should  be  known  and  regarded;  and  we  axa 

•See  page  see*    • 


SBHNSniTANZi.  XIOHIVIS  178&  .  8M 

pwiwulri,  that  this  Slati  oMnot  faUy  oKp  lUpMstbtiUknifl  «vM 
«ga»t  tbe  ^updntaieBfe  of  lh«  Oonrt  uniill  abeoi  the  Middle  of 
next  Boirth. 

.  Wo  rely  o&  your  yndeaee  lo  mAko  the  hoet  me  of  the  InleMlgeiiee 
now  eomnuiDieKtied  te  7011.  The  fint  poi&t,  it  to  prevent  nmy 
olep  heittg  tekta  by  Oongreea  n  tho  ivttter«  nntiU  the  BetHimeDte 
of  the  LegitlatiTo  bnneh  can  bo  kaom.  If  thk  delay  oMfiot  he 
iihianied,  we  deni*  yon  to  give  ne  the  earliest  «btioo  of  the  Day 
fiztd  hy  Congnm  for  appointiiur  a  Oeort,  that  we  may  prevail  upon 
Messrs.  Wilson  k  Bradford,  if  it  be  possible  for  them  to  attend. 
'  Duty  tbonrselveaveqniret  ns  to  shew  and  oaodoorwiil  indnce 
Bven  the  Btato  of  OonaeetioQt  to  aekoowledge,  that  tho'  severs! 
'.viflilf&t  and  ontrsgeoos  sets  have  been  eefDaulled  by  individaah  of 
ihia  State ;  yet  that  aooh  aota  were  not  more  opposed  to  JuStiee  and 
hnmsniky  than  to  tbe  spirit  and  meanmg  of  the  Anthmty  and  Laws 
of  this-Cemmonwealth. 

The  ineknsd  psper  wiU  shew  the  onilDrm  Lenity  of  this  Ckvera- 
flMot  and  in  mstny  iastanecs  their  ezteeme  snziety  to  bring  the 
CVmneotieiit  Claimants  into  an  aSootionate  oonfideooe  npon  its  die* 
poaitioDfi  i|nd  its  laws. 

It  is  much  to  he  remtled  that  these  endeavoors  have  been  so  ' 
«niformi)y  treated  with  insolenee  and  negleet  by  the  People,  they 
were  intended  to  relieye  apd  attaoh,  and  that  we  should  have  it  itf 
onr  power  to  oppose  so  many  faots  aiithenlioated  in  the  most  solemn 
manneri  to  their  feeble  nnsopported  professions  of  Leyaltj  and 
obedicnoe. 

A  late  outrage  mentlobed  in  the  depotition  inclosed  from  which 
it  appears  that  they  have  plundered  Meu,  Women  and  Children^ 
indiscriminately  and  obliged  near  600  people  to  fly  from  their  homes 
and  seek  a  precarious  subsistence  in  thoNeigbbonring  Gennties,  is  so 
alarming  and  unaccountable  in  its  nature  as  to  induce  a  belief  in 
this  Board  that  the  system  of  Lenity  which  they  have  hitherto  pur- 
sued, is  no  longer  calculated  to  promote  «ther  the  honor  or  happir 
ess  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  great  Regard, 

Tours  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHK  DICKINSON.*  , 

To  the  Honble  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress* 


P&EfiL  DioKXNSQH  xo  Jameb  WlLaON,  1T85. 

In  Gooneil;  January  %0(k,  1786. 
Sir, 

As  yon  have  been  appointed  one  of  the  agents  for  managing  the. 
Dinpute  oonceming  th^  privi|t^  Bight  of  soil  to  the;  Lands  on  thn 

•  See  list  of  dooumenta,  Ac.,  sent.    Col.  Rec.,  YoL  ZI?,  p^.  818-'9Sn. 
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8o0qiiehttiithy  the  JnriidbtioA  ov^vwbioh  wmb  Utdj  inCdnijmmgf 
betwoen  Ihis  SUie  &  tbo  Stale  of  Comieeticat,.  wa  tkink  ii  proper  to 
inform  yon,  that  application  has  been  made  to  Gongreas  aioee  Ikeir 
a^ioummetit  ^llew  York^  for  tlie  app(»ntineat  of  a  Court  under 
the  nioth  artiole  of  the  oonfederatioDy  to  try  the  said  Right 

UnderatandiDg  that  joa  piopoae  to  be  aib  New.  York  in  the  oomee 
of  the  next  week.  We  deaire,  that  you  will  empby  all  the  MeaM 
in  your  Poweri  to  prevent  any  atep  being  .taken  in  the  Boainee^ 
nntill  the  geoeral  assembly  meet  on  the  first  of  next  month,  and 
they  oan  be  eonsulted  upon  it. 

The  Delegates  of  this  Sute  will  give  yon  wll  the  Intelligenoe  on 
the  snbjecti  which  we  have  oommnnicated  to  them;  bnt  it  will 
require  considerable  time  to  collect  DocnmentSy  &  have  them  Oopied, 
in  order  to  be  fully  prepared  to  make  proper  Bepresentationa  in 
fiehalf  of  this  Commonwealth. 

The  late  assembly  were  clearly  of  opinioni  -that  the  Claimants 
wero  not  entitled  to  such  a  Court  aa  baa  been  mentioned,  k  we 
apprehend,  no  appointment  ought  to  be  made,  nor  nay  Deetaion 
given  upon  the  Question  of  Bight,  till  the  sense  of  the  pieoenft 
assembly  can  be  knowu,  &  they  can  be  heard,  if  they  judge  il 
edvisable  to  controvert  the  profnriety  of  an  appointment. 

As  several  Communications  have  been  made  by  us  to  yon  some  line 
ago  upon  this  affair,  we  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  make  the  best  use 
of  them  &  of  those  yon  may  receive  from  the  Delegates  for  main* 
taining  the  Honor  &  Interests  of  the  State. 
I  am  with  great  Respect, 

SiTi  your  most  obe'dt  H'ble  ServS 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Virectedf 

To  James  Wilson;  Esquire. 


Manaob&s  or  TBB  Stats  Lottebt  to  Council,  1T85. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  The  Managers  of 

the  State  Lottery, 
Host  respectfully  represent, 

That  they  have  taken  all  possible  means  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  late  encouragement  given,  by  the  Assembly  for  promoting  the 
sale  of  tickets  in  the  said  Lottery ;  all  which  hilhetto  have,  and  as 
the  managers  believe,  will  prove  abortive,  unless  a  day  is  fixed  when 
the  drawing  shall  absolutely  commence. 

That  they  are  induced  to  be  of  this  opinion  by  the  repeated  appli- 
cations made  for  information  on  that  subject,  and  the  almost  daily 
declarations  of  numbers  who  inctine  to  become  adventurers,  that 
they  will  not  purchase  tickets  until  it  shaU  be  known  when  the 
drawing  will  begin* 
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■r 

The  DMiiagen  tiierofofe  beg  kave  to  prepowi  to  ibe  HononUe 
OouQcil,  tfasi  Monday,  the  eecood  day  of  May  next,  be  €sed  for  the 
commeDoeiiieBt  of  the  drawisg  of  the  first  class. 

M.  HTLLBGA8,  ^ 

B.  FULLER,  (^  Managers. 

MATTH  GLARK8GN,3 

.  State  Lottery  Office,  Jamuury  26,  1785.* 


Ros.  John  Jat  S£c*t  of  Foreign  afvaibs  io  Pi^es. 
DicKiNsoi^,  1785. 

(Circular.) 
Office  for  foreign  Affairs, 

New  York,  Jan'y  29th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honouf  of  transmitting  to  your  Ezccll'y  official 
Extracts  from  the  Journals  of  Congress  of  the  sixenth  day  of  May, 
and  of  twenty-first  day  of  Dec  last.  The  first  certifies  my  appoint- 
ment to  be  "  Secretary  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  for  the 
Department  of  foreign  Afiairs''  and  the  second  my  having  accepted 
that  Place  ahd  Uken  the  oath  of  Office.  The  latter  happened  only 
two  days  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress  from  Trenton  to  meet 
at  this  Place  on  the  II th  Instant.  .   , 

'  The  Bemovsl  of  the  office  from  there  here,  and  the  time  neces- 
sarily employed  in  preparing  accommodations  for  it,  and  putting 
things  in  order  for  Business,  delayed  its  being  opened  before  yester- 
day, and  will  account  for  my  not  having  sooner  requested  the  Honor 
of  your  Correspondence. 

Permit  me  to  observe,  Sir,  that  it  is  part  of  my  duty  '^  to  corres- 
*'  pond  with  the  Governors  or  Presidents  of  all  or  any  of  the  United 
''  States,  affording  them  such  information  from  his  Department  ae 
'<  may  be  useful  to  their  States  or  to  the  United  States,  stating 
«  Complain ta  that  may  b4ve  been  urged  against  the  Qovernment  of 
**  any  of  the  said  States  or  the  Subjects  thereof  by  the  Subjects  of 
^  fonsign  Powers,  so  that  justiee'may  be  done  agreeably  to  the  Laws 
^^  of  suob  State  or  the  charge  proved  to-be  groandless,  and  the  H<mor 
^  of  the  Ooveroment  vindicated.'' 

It  will  be  unnecessary  to  remark  to  your  Ezceiry  the  inioence 
of  our  doMeetio  afiEairs  on  our  fprei^,  their  intimate  eonnezion 
with  each  other,  and  how  necessary  it  is  that  they  who  axe  concerned 
in  cotidacting  the  Utter  ahottU  be  accurately  informed  of  the  State 
of  the  former. 

These  Considerations  lead  me  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Excel- 
lency to  afford  me  from  time  to  time  such  Intelligence  on  this  Head 

*  Se«  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  824, 
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Ai  jou  nHfy  d66m  impoiian^  and  ^attidakrlyiiiBt  yoa  woald  be  bo 
obHgiiig  tfl  to  send  me  a  eopy  of  the  Lavs  of  yoar  Stele  now  m 
force,  and  also  copies  of  siieh  ae  may  from  time  to  time  be  peesei. 
Gases  may  bappen  in  which  a  leferenee  to  these  Laws  will  be 
iDdispensable,  and  for  that  and  other  Beasons  I  am  anzions  that  the 
Office  for  foreigik  affiiirs  shonU  hare  a  compleat  GoUeotion  of  tb^n. 
Whatever  Bzpenoe  may  be  occasioned  by  it,  shall  be  immediately 
paid  ont  of  the  monies  provided  for  the  contingent  Bxpencee  of  the 
Office 

Yoor  Bzcellenoy  may  rely  on  my  punctuality  in  communicatiqg 
to  yon  whatever  nttelligence  my  IJ^partmenl  may  afford  that'  may 
be  usefnl  for  you  to  know. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
your  Excellency's 
.     .     .         Most  Obd*  4;  very  H'ble  Serv*, 

JOHN  JAY  * 
JHrectedf 

To  His  Bzoeileaey  The  President  of  the  State  of  Peansylvaiua. 


By  the  United  States  in  Ooagreas  Amembled. 

May  7th  1784. 

Congress  proceeded  to  tbe  eleotion  of  a  Secretary  for  foreign  aSurs, 
and  being  this  Bay  informed  by  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  last 
from  Doct'r  t'nuudin  that  Mr.  J.  Jay  proposed  to  embark  foor 
America  in  the  month  of  April^  and  this  informatioo  correflpondinc 
with  tbe  Intelligence  communicated  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Jay  himself 
in  his  letters  of*  last  year,  Mr.  Jay  was  pot  in  nomination ;  and  the 
Ballots  being  taken : 

Mr.  John  Jay  ^  eleojbed  Secretary  for  fondgn  affitirS;  having 
been  previously  nominated  by  .Mr,  Gerry* 

CHA.  THOMSON,  SeoV 

I  do  ifiurther  certify  4hat  the  eaid  John  Jby,  es^uire^  ha^bg  on  ihe^ 
Slat  day  of  Deoember^  1781,  taken  the  oath  of  fidelil^  &  oath  of 
Office  befor  the  hon'ble  Isaac  Smithi  one  of  ih%  Jastices  ef  tiie 
SapceSle  Oobrt  of  the^tate  ef  New  Jersey,  a  eertificaie  of  tbe  same  is 
lodged,  in  the  efiea  ef  the  Seorfitary  of  the  UnHed  States  ia  Gongreae 
•bled. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 

♦  eee  CoL  Eec,  VoL  JCIV,,  p.  866. 
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FiJtLP  Officers  blbcted  for  Northumberland  County, 

1786. 

BetarB  of  the  Field  Officers  Elected  for  Nortbumberland  Cott&tj, 
Militia;  with  their  Rank  of  Batf. 

1  T^  n»  5  P®*®'  Hosterman,  Lieu*  Col., 
1  J5aw  I  chrigtopher  Gotting,  Major. 

Q  j  James  Morrow,  Lieu*  Col., 

\  James  MoMaughin,  Major. 
g  f     Wyoming  district,  no  election  held  on 

I  Account  of  tho  disturbances  at  that  place. 
.  (  William  Hempbum,  L*  CoL, 

(  John  Chattam,  Major. 
.  f  John  Kelly,  Lieu*  Col., 

(  Thomas  Foster,  Major. 

I  do  hereby  eertifie  the  above  account  to  be  just, 

W-  WILSON,  Lieut 

Commissions  made  out  according  to  the  foregoing  Return,  dated 
!•»  of  May,  1788.     p] 
Directed^ 

Brigadier  General  John  Armstrong. 


David  Mead  to  Codncil,  1785. 

Wioming,  February  6»,  1785. 
Gentlemen : 

1  lament  that  I  have  occasion  to  address  you  on  the  afbir  of  this 
unhappy  part  of  the  State.  1  have  delayed  writing  until  all  hopes 
-of  establishing  any  kind  of  order  is  vaniabed-^it  is  true  that  irregu- 
laritJes  have  been  committed  by  many  of  the  Pennsylvaniaus  against 
the  Connecticut  Claimants,  but  great  Care  baa  been  taken  that  the 
Offenders  are  generally  prosecuted  with  severity,  and  the  Courts  of 
Justice  are  yet  open — And  unwearied  pains  have  been  taken  to  oon- 
vinoe  those  Claimants  of  the  determined  Honor  and  Justice  of  the 
State  to  afford  them  every  restitution  in  the  reach  of  the  Law — But  all 
to  no  purpose — who  have  descended  to  commit  almost  every  kind  of 
disorder,  and  bid  defiance  to  Government,  so  that  the  exercise  of  the 
Civil  authority  is  altogether  impracticable ;  they  have  app*  two  or 
three  Committees  to  transact  different  kinds  of  business  for  tke  pn>- 
motion  of  their  designs ;  they  have  formed  their  Militia,  appointed 
Field  and  other  Officers  in  contempt  of  the  state — many  inomendve 
femilies  are  now  under  orders  immediately  to  move  away,  or  their 
effects  to  be  made  a  Reprii^al  of.     Therefore,  as  a  Citizen  and  Servant 
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of  Goyernmeiity  I  am  obliged  to  obdm  your  proteotion  and  rapport^ 
and  amy  in  the  mean  time,  Oentlomen, 

with  the  greatest  Respeot, 

Yomr  moat  humble  Sexrant. 

DAVID  MEAD. 

N.  B. — ^The  incloeed  deposition  of  the  Bhawnese  Township  Oon- 
stable,*  who  was  Elected  by  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Township,  in 
eonseqnence  of  an  order  issued  by  M*^  Martin  and  myself,  whieh  was 
most  ukely  to  take  with  the  People,  and  remove  doubts  than  ether- 
wise;  so  that  every  Endeavour  seems  fruitless — the  constable  of 
Stoke  Township  is  now  out  of  the  place,  who  made  report  some  days 
ago  nearly  corroborating  frith  this  deposition,  but  not  taken  in  form, 
therefore  Omitted.  However,  the  JSzpress  can  give  some  Information, 
who  is  a  Gentleman  of  Candor  and  deliberation.  D.  M.f 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  president 


Wm.  Heney  and  Jossph  Gardnek  to  Fees.  Diceikson, 

1785. 

(Copy.) 

New  York,  Feb^  7^1786. 
Sir, 

The  Wioming  dispute  rests  at  present,  and  we  hope  will  do  so  ibr 
Some  time — ^we  have  seen  M'  Wilson  and  reo*  by  him  some  additional 
papera  to  those  brought  on  by  M'  Hervy,  relating  to  thai  unhi^py 
dispute. 

The  Report  of  a  Committee  upon  your  Exc'ys  letter,  with  y* 
inclosures,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  additional  Comm**  for 
settling  &  adjusting  the  acc^  of  the  Citizens  of  Penn*  against  the 
United  States,  remains  undetermined  until  a  report  is  brought  in  to 
prevent  frauds  supposed  to  be  practised  by  some  persons  having  un- 
settled aeo**,  and  stated  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Denning,  Comm'  in  this 
state,  which  we  hope  will  be  made  to  morrow. 

The  first  report,  as  Inrooght  in,  and  which  we  have  reason  to  believe 
will  pass,  comes  up  fully  to  the  Idea  of  the  Legislature  as  expressed* 
in  the  act,  and  we  hope  they  will  see  the  propriety  of  a  further  sus- 

Gnsion  of  the  operation  of  that  Law  rather  than  suffer  the  state  to 
reproached  with  an  unfoederal  measure,  especially  as  the  objects 
of  it  bail  suffer  very  litUo  by  a  delay  of  a  week  or  10  daySi  and  per* 
haps  not  half  that  time. 

We  are,  with  due  reqpect. 

Your  Exc'ys  very  humble  serv*», 

WILL-  HENEY, 
JOS.  GARDNER.    . 
'  HisExe'y  thePrtndeniofPenn*. 

«  Not  found.  t  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  868. 
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Col.  Jos.  Harmab  to  Pass.  DxoKiHSONy  1785. 

Fort  MoIntoBh,  Febniuy  Sth,  1785. 
Sir^' 

I  bi^  Um  bcynor  of  iddreraiDg  your  Exoelkzny  &  the  Honerable 
Cqanoil  on  the  15th  alt.|  indosing  a  return  af  tho.FeQiiajlyanift 
troojpe  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  dated  the  !•<  ult*. 

Inelo8ed|  yonr  Ezoellency  will  be  pleased  to  receive  another 
monthly  reti^m  of  the  TroopSi  dated  the  1"*  instant. 

The  honorable  the  State  Commissionersi  Colonel  Atlee  &  Qolonel 
Johnston,  |>j  this  timet  I  imagine,  most  have  arrived  at  Philadelphiaj 
by.  whon^  your  £xo'y  &  the  Honorable  CooncS  will  hear  of  the 
^tiafaotory  Conclusion  of  the  Treaty  with  the  Indiana  at  this  peat. 
This  Garrison  is  at  length,  by  hard  fatigue  of  the  troops,  put  in 
tolerable  order.  I  beg  Le&ve  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  &  the 
Honorable  Council,  that  unless  some  person  is  directed  to  remain 
here,  tbat  immediately  upon  my  marching  from  l\ence;  it  .will  b^ 
demolished  by  the  Emigrators  to  Kentucky. 

Previous  taour  arrival,  they*  had  destroyed  the  gates,  drawn  all 
the  Nails  from  the  roofs,  taken  off  all  the  boards,  &  plundered  it 
of  eveiy  Article. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  (for  the  benefit  of  the  State)  to  your 
Sttellency  &  the  Honorable  Council,  to  adopt  some  mode  for  ita 
pwiflgvation,  otherwise  immediately  upon  our  leaving  it,  it  will  again 
go  to  ruin.    • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  hfghtol  eflfeeem  ft  imfp^t, 

iTqur  Excellency's  &  The  Honorable 

Council's  most.hble.  &  obedt.  Serv^i 
JOS.  HAEIM^E 
L*  CoL  Com*  !■*  Am-  Eeg^* 
Dtrededf 

His  Bxbellency  John  Dtckinson,  Esq.,  Pverident^  ft  the  Henara* 
ble  The  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 
;  Honored, ^  Capt.  E.  Butler. 


SSdR'T  AlEtHS¥KOK(>  TO    OovntTEK   OV  MBROHAKlfi^  1785* 

SecrMary's  otiee^  lOth  Beb^  1785. 
(Gentlemen, 

In  answer  to  yon^  memorial  of  the  Instant,  I  have  the 
direttions  of  Council  to  inform  you,  that  they  are  entirely  persuaded 
of  the  many  advantages  which  ;#Ould  follow  the' oeastruotJOB  of  a 

♦  See  Col.  Eoc,  Vol.  XIV.,  pp.  356,  878;       .  . 
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number  of  new  piara  in  the  liTer  Delafware  k  AM  nodelr  ihe  in Ai€|iee( 
of  this  prstuaion  th^y  had  some  time  before  the  dete  of  year' 
memorial  ooneulted  the  Wardens  of  the  port  .npoi  the  ealyeoti  Mid 
left  to  their  coDsideration  &  reply  the  following  Qi^9alion%  ^s.  t  Ift 
what  places  the  piers  were  to  be  fixed.  Tb^  number  proposed. 
How  man^  ships  each  were  intended  to  proteot,  &  the  EzpenoOi  as 
nearly  as  it  eonld  be  esUmated.  These  were  points  whioh  Council 
wished  to  have  determined  before  they  yentnr'd  upon  the  expenditure 
of  thei  pubKo  money. 

I  am  Gentlemen,  ' 

w*'  the  greatest  respect,  * 
your  most  obed  serr't. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 


SEca'Y  Armstrong  to  Johs  Jat,  Secr'y  &c.,  1785. 

Secretary's  offloe^  Philad%  10th  Feb'y,  1785. 
Sir,.  .      .     ,  , 

Agreeably  to  a  late  drder  of  the  Supreme  fizeouttve  CounoU,^  t 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  office  a  copy  of  all  the  laws  made 
by  the  Gen.  Assembly,  of  the  commonwealth  -since  the  revelation : 
and  am,  Sir,  .         .     , 

.   .  With  ihe  highest  respeot, 

Yewr  most  obedknt,  *     - 

ft  very  bumble  servant. 

JN*  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Secr'y.    ' 

IHreeted,  .  | 

The  Honorable  John  Jay,  Bsqr.  Secretary  of  Foreign  affiiirs; 

New  York.  \.        ' 


Pbbs.  DicimrfiON  to  Sfbakiu  of  Assxhblt^  1786^ 

r 

:  Fhiladdphia,  February  11%  178& 
Sir, 

I  b€^  kava  to  remind  yon  of  4he  subjects  We  conversed  upon  last 
night,  the  appeintment  of  Delegates  and  the  Determination  of  the 
Assembly  respecting  the  Disposal  of  the  oM  Prison,  workhouse  ft» 
Lot    .     .  ' 

It  18  the  wish  of  Oounci^i  that  the  House  woidd  reme  the  act 
passed  in  1705  for  bailing  of  Prisoners  ft  as  the  allowanoe  for  prison 
ners  therein  mentioned  still  continues,  &  from  the  increased  Pnee  ol 
&^  b  eertaifily  insufioieiit. 

The  sheriff  of  Montgomery  county  has  represented,  that  theieitf 

.  *Se«.  CttU  Aet.;  T6l.  XIV.;  p,  860L 
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so  PrboB  y«l  ball  io  thai  oaaiity,  &  fherefcre  icqnert^,  tbat  be  nty 
bt  pemiitted  to  seenrs  his  pmoneniiii  the  Ckol  of  ihia  city  ft  eoantT. 
It  ii  tlio  deiira  of  Comica  thai  proriaioD  ahonU  be  mdte  aooordingiy 
by  the  LegiabtuM.  a 

I  aiDj  rir,  iriih  mnoh  esteem^ 

Year  moat  obedient  and  very 
hamble  aervBBt. 

JOHN  JOOKJXaOS. 

Hooble  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Aivembly. 


Extract  ov  lsttsr  raoic  Minister  op  Uritrd  Ksthbr- 
i.Ain>8,  1785. 

Copy. 

Paragraph  of  a  Letter  to  an  eminent  Duteh  Merchant  in  London. 

Philadelphia,  September  29. 
*  ^  At  length  one  of  the  secret  articles  transpires  settled  by  Mr. 
Adams  in  behalf  of  the  thirteen  free  and  independent  Statea  of 
Amerioa  and  the  seven  United  States  of  Holland  vis. :  In  ease  of  a 
mptoie  between  the  seven  Unilad  States  and  other  Powers  the 
States  of  AflMrioa  agree  to  famish  ten  Regiments  eaeh  Begiment 
eonsisting  of  one  Colonel,  one  lientenant  odonel,  one  Major,  one 
Captain,  two  Lientenants,  two  Ensigns,  three  Sergeanta,  three 
Corpoimls,  two  Pmms  and  ninety  privates,  to  be  trafsported  to  tlie 
Batch  West  India  islands  or  their  settlements  on  the  Spanish  Main^ 
or  to  Holland  if  required ;  and  in  case  of  an  attack  npon  any  of  the 
thirteen  United  States  of  America,  the  Dntoh  have  agreed  to  famish 
them  with  ten  ships  of  the  Line :  the  rank  and  eon^Sonsof  payment 
I  could  not  particalarly  get  at    This  information  yon  may  rely  on, 

as  it  came  last  night  fiom  M'  Van  B- ^1,  the  Dutch  rendent 

here.  Shoald  there  be  an  immediate  occasion,  the  Grand  Monaidi 
of  Oennany  will  find  ten  thoasand  of  thoee  daring  spirits  walled  to 
the  Bastero  Conftineat,  who  had  presumption  emmgh  to  oppose  the 
dispfinsfal  and  arintiary  measures  adopted  by  the  Government  im 
which  yon  now  reside  (which  lost  them  this  Country.)  There  are 
Dutch  and  other  Ships  in  this  harbour,  sufficient  to  reeeive  that 
nvmber  of  troops  la  six  wedu." 
Jkdonedf 

February  12th,  1785.    From  the  Mhnster  of  the  United  Nether- 
landa.^ 

«  Bee  page  416^  and  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  ZIT.,  p.  864. 
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Becr*y  of  FoBBiaN  AfFAias  jo  P&ss.  DicKixaov^  1765. 

Offioe  for  foreign  Affain,  15Ui  Febr,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  bBT«  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  yonr  Ezeellenoy  a  Copy  of  a 
Letter  whieh  Mr.  De  Marboia  wrote  me  on  the  10th  Inatant  and  of 
an  anoaymaos  Letter  whieh  be  inoWd  in  it 

Altho'  anonymous  Letters  seldom  merit  mnoh  atteartioni  yet  as  I 
reoeiTed  it  from  a  pablic  Minister,  and  as  it  relates  to  an  affair  wbioh 
has  eansed  great  uneasinessi  I  think  it  adviseable  to  trsCnsmit  it  to 
yoor  Exoellenoy. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be  with  great 

Bespect  and  Esteem  yonr,  , 

Ezoellenoys  most  ob*  and  yery  h'ble  Ser▼^ 

JOHN  JAY.* 
Dirededf 

His  Excellency  the  President"  of  the  ezeoutive  Qonnoil  of  Peii- 
sylyania* 


I  have  th^  Honor  to  transmitt  to  Mr.  Jay  an  anonymons  Letter 
wbioh  I  reoeiyod  by  yeateiday's  Post  I  am  very  doubtfal  whether 
it  baa  been  written  with  good  Intention.  Bneh  aa  it  is  I  thonght 
proper  to  eommimieate  to  the  Honorable  the  Seoretaiy  for  foreign 
Affairs. 

(Signed;)         DE  MARfiOIS. 

New  York,  10th  Febmaiy,  1785. 
AVOKTXPUS  LBXTW  X9  MoNS.  Ds  Mabbois,  178^4 

I 

Translation. 
Sir, 

My  attachment  to  yon  &  the  public  good  indnoe  me  to  give  you 
warning  that  yon  cannot  return  here  with  any  degree  of  secnrity. 
The  friends  of  Longchamps  are  ontrageous  on  aooonnt  of  the  Steps 
which  they  say  yea  ave  tidcinff  against  him.  It  is  said  that  if  you 
should  return,  they  are  resolved  to  take  violent  measures  agalmit 
you,  t  he  himself  threatens  to  be  revenged  ^pon  vou  in  an  exemplary 
manner  as  soon  as  he  is  set  at  liberty.  I  think  that  yon  will  cb  wsU 
in  neglecting  no  precaution  to  secure  you  from  his  designs ;  I  beg  yon 
wUl  eoBsid^  that  thia  man  hath  nothing  to  lose,  Mat  he  Ima  no 
means  of  snb^istenoe^  ft  that  his  debts  far  exce4din^  the  ^aloe  of  his 


*  See  Co}.  Heo.,  Vol.  KIY.t  p.  8S8. 
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WUf^fi  property,  he  is  ripe  for  idj  the  most  desperate  undertakisg. 
I  de  tioi  sifftt  tnisi  not  wishingkto  expose  myself  to  the  resentment 
of  those  who  have  commpnicatei.  their  schemes  to  me,  under  an 
injunetioa  of  secrecy^ 

I  am  with  profbnnd  reject 

8ii^,your  most  hpmUe  ft 

most  obedient  serranty 
'  A  true  Translatiotii 

PETER  S.  DUPONCEAU, 
Sworn  Interpreter. 


Comm'rs  on  Induk  appairs  to  Prss.  Dickinsoh,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  the  Hon'ble  Council, 
-that  tlie  eommissionen  of  Indian  afiain  have  in  their  possession  some 
horses  m'h  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  purchasing  to  accommo- 
date themseWes  in  going  to  and  returning  Irom  the  late  Indian 
Treaties. 

As  considerable  expences  will  attend  their  bebg  kept  at  a  livery 
Stable  (which  is  the  case  at  pceseut,)  I  should  he  gUd  GouAeil  won'd 
b^  pleased  to  .inntruot  me  what  to  do  with  tliem. 
-     I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  ob* 

&  very  H'ble  Servant 

FBA'S  JOHNSTON.* 
Philad'a,  Feb'y  16th,  1785. 
Direciedj 

To  His  Exsellencya  John  Dicl^fiis^m,  Bsquire,  Prerfdent  in 
Council. 


COUKOIL  TO  DSLEQATJiS  IS  CONGSXSS,  1785. 

In  Council, 

Febnuiry  17th,  1786. 
CleBtlemeu, 

We  inclose  a  Copy  of  a  Memorial  lately  presented  «e  us  by  the 
Merchanta  k  Traders  of  this  Ci^  ooneeming  Captures  by  Barbary 
CorsaiiB. 

•     The  MaUer  is  of  to  much  Moment,  that  we  desire  you  wBl 
immediately  bring  it  before  Gongtess,  k  endeavour  to  have  the 

•  Bee  Coi  Eeo.,  Vol.  tlV.,  p.  S60. 
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motti  propec  Measnres  ftdo|)led  for  preyenting  the  miBcIuab  that  w 
'  apprehendeci. 

Tour  obeH  &  yeiy  humble  Servant.* 
Directed^ 

To  The  .Hmoxttbk  Dekgates  of  Penaaylvank  in  GoagnsB. 


^MEMORIAt  OP  MeRCH^TS  Ot  PHIIiADBLPHiA,  1785, 

To  hiB  Ezcollenqy  the  Fresid'  and  the  H'blo  the  Svipreme  JEfieo^tive 
.  Qonnoil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  PeDDsjlvaoia. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Merch^ts  &  Traders  ht  the  City  of  Philad'a 
by  their  Committee : 
Respectfully  Sheweth, 

That  the  Capture  of  an  American  Ycssell  bv  the  <3orsaini  of 
Barbary  gives  this  Committee  Real  &  Just  apprenensions  of  future 
depredation,  on  our  trade  from  the  same  quarter. 

tTpon  an  occasion  so  extreamlj  Important,  it  is  the  duty  of  tlus 
Committee  to  entreat  that  Councill  will  Represent  to  Congress  the 
.jCfeoe^sity  of  endeavouring  Speedily  to  oonciUate  the  states  of  Bnr- 
iiary  to  us  by  presents,  as  it  is  practised  by  most  of  the  Commeroial 
Nations  in  JBurope,  or  by  treaty s  to  be,  entered  into  with  them  as 
shall  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  Wisdom  of  that  Body. 

"I^e  trust  the  Necessity  of  the  Case  will  Induce  CounoUl  to  take 
the  earlyest  apportunity  of  Laying  this  business  before  the  United 
States  in  Confess,  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  them  most 
likely  to  produce  the  Remedy  prayed  for. 
Philad'a,  17,  February,  1785. 

J.  M.  WBSBITT, 
THCyS  FITZ8IMON8, 
J.  R088, 

MORDBCAI  LBWI8, 
JOHN  NIXON, 
TENCH  OOXB, 
GSO.  OLTMKR, 
SAM'L  HOWELL. 
JOHN  WILCOCKS, 
ISAAC  HAZLEHURST, 
CLEMENT  BIDDLB.t      * 
DtrKteuf 

To  His  EzceU'y  the  Presid't  &  the  Supreme  ExocuUvc  Council 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*  8ee  Col.  Rec.,  Y(A.  XIV.,  p.  861.      f  IbW. 
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Rbsoluxion  op  Gbicbral  Absbhbly. — ^Bouin>AR7,  &c,  1785. 

State  of  PeBDSjlTBiiia  In  Oeneral  Assemblj,  1785. 
Friday  Febrnarjr  18,  1785.  A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  ooannittee  appoiitted  to  ooii£ar  with  the  Gom- 
miasionen  Ac.,  read  Febmarj  16,  was  read  the  second  time  and 
adopted  aa  following  (vis.) 

The  eommittee  appointed  on  the  eleventh  instant  to  confer  with 
the  Oommissioners  elected  in  pnrsoance  of  the  third  resolation  of 
the  Oenenl  Assembly,  adopted  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  1783, 
to  examine  the  navigation  of  the  Soaqnehanna,  and  to  asoertmn  aa 
near  as  oonveniently  may  be  where  the  northern  boundary  of  this 
State  will  fall  ^.,  beg  leave  to  report. 

That  the  ascertaining  of  the  Northern  boundary  of  this  State  b 
rendered  the  more  immediately  neoessary  by  the  late  purchase  of  terri- 
tory from  the  Indians,  and  the  design  of  opening  the  Land  Office 
for  the  Sale  of  lands  bordering  on  the  paid  boundary  especially  aa 
your  committee  are  well  informed  that  the  six  nations  of  Indiana 
have  appointed  one  of  their  Chiefs  to  attend  the  Commissionera  on 
the  part  of  this  State  in  running  and  marking  the  said  boundary  line 
a3  early  as  the  season  will  admit. 

That  on  considering  the  objects  of  the  said  resolution  of  the 
fifteenth  day  of  September  1788,  your  committee  arc  highly  sensible 
of  their  importance  to  the  true  interests  of  this  State,  and  as  they 
may  be  efiiected  by  the  same  Commissioners  without  any  considerable 
additional  ezpcnce,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  ought 
also  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

That  your  committee  have  conferred  with  two  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners, and  find  that  they  are  nearly  prepared  and  propose  to  set 
out  on  the  business  about  the  first  of  April,  but  as  greater  aoouraoy 
seems  now  to  be  requisite  in  ascertaining  the  northern  boundary, 
than  was  formerly  in  contemplation,  a  further  supply  of  mathemati- 
cal instruments  may  be  necessary. 

Your  committee  therefore  oSer  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appoint^  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  third  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  adopted 
on  the  fifteenth  of  September  1783,  be  directed  to  proceed  as  early 
as  may  be  to  execute  the  objects  of  their  appointment  so  far  as  may 
be  done  without  proceeding  up  the  Susquehanna  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  State,  being  careful,  to  mark  the  northern  boundary  line 
thereof  in  such  manner  as  that  the  same  may  be  readily  known  and 
understood  by  the  Surveyors  and  settlers,  also  by  the  Indiana  who 
may  approach  the  same. 

Besolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorised  and  desired  to  cause  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  this  State  to  the  said  Commissionen  such  sum  of  money  as  to 
the  said  Council  shall  appear  proper  in  addition  to  what  the  said  Com- 
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a&iiiNieiil  l«re.  Mietofofe  feoeiTed;  far  the  purpose  of 'p^rAuiDg 
ifiitrimieBti,  profinonn  and  other  neoessaries  ror  the  md  servio^ 
and  also  each  taa  and  anms  as  the  said  Gommissioaera  of  any  of 
Hieai  ahall  rts^otdrely  reqiiva  on  aooo^nt  of  their  pay,  not  exceed- 
i»g  ilfUr  pounds  to  eaoh  of  the  said  ClommisnoDers. 

BeBofyed;  That  the  President  and  Supreme  {«xeontiYe  Oonadl  of 
this  State  be  denred  to  inclose  the  foregoing  reeolntions  to  the  Gov^ 
evnor  ef  the  State  of  New  York  and  to  veonest  that  Gommisflionen 
on  ihe  part  of  that  State  may  be  appmntea  to  mn  and  mark  a  tem« 
poniy  line  between  the  States  of  FeansjlTania  and  New  York|  in 
oenjunotion  with  the  Commissionera  of  this  State;  and  that  the 
(:;dmmi88ioiiers  of  thia  State  be  direeted  to  meet  at  the  north-east 
eotner  of  this  State,  or  Station  point  as  heretofore  settled,  on  the 
fini  day  of  April  next; 

Extvaet  from  the  minntes, 

•  *  J.  SHALLUS,  Asst.  Clerk 

of  the  General  AssemUy. 


Vrw.  Dickinson,    to  Govbrnob  oe  N.  Y.^  1785,. 

In  Coimcil,  February  lOtbi  J785.  i 
Sir, 

We  inclose  Resolationa  pasae^yeeteprday  i>y  the  General  Assembly 
of  tl)ifl  Commonirealth'*'  and>req«e8t  that  Commissioners  09  t^epn^t 
of  your  State,  may  be  appointed  to  nm  &  mfirk  a  temponary  lanoy 
according  to  the  sud  Besolations.  The  Commissioners  on  the  patfi 
i>f  thia  State  are,  .  ' 

I  ftm  Sir; 
your  most  obed.  Seryt. 

JOHN  DICKINSQN.t 
Directed 

His  Excellency  the  Qovernor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 


DOB8BT    PENTB008T    TO     PrBS.    DiOKINSON, — ^BoUNDAKr, 

^  1785. 

PhDadelphia,  Peby.  19ih,  1785. 
«r, 

On  applying  to  the  Begnter  of  the  Land  Office  njider  claims  to 
Xands  derived  firom  the  State  of  Virginia,  I  find  many  obstmctioijs 
in  carrying  them  through  the  different  offices  of  this  State^  which  I 
beg  leaye  briefly  to  state  to  your  Honorable  Board, 

.    .-       *Seepi|g€^  412.  t  ^^  OpI.  Etc.,  Vol;  XIV.,  p,  8681   . 
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Fiiit,~The  Gonnty  Snrreyor  idleges  that  it  ib  nipoMl)le  far  but 
to  ezMttte  the  differeot  Sanreya  Agreeable  to  tlie  InstrnetunM  to* 
oeiyed  from  the  Property  Bcwrdy  as  itsabjeets  bim  to  tedilMM 
Litigatioos  on  mioy  Sarveys,  too  buideosome  for  bimi  and  in  • 
Great  measure  iDyolyes  bis  rcpatation  in  tbe  determinations  tbereeC 

Seoondly,— On  my  produdng  to  tbe  Begister  Snndiy  reoeipis  for 
Composition  money  paid  to  tbe  Yirg.  Commissioners^  appointed  to 
settle  tbe  olaims  to  nnpatented  Lands  and  grant  CertifieateSy  and 
coders  of  Sanreys. — I  was  told  tbat  they  oould  not  be  admitted  bi 
bb  Office^  nntill  proof  was  made  tbat  tbe  Gentleman  wbo  signed 
tbem  was  Bonifida  Clerk  to  tbe  said  Board  of  Commissioners.  He 
farUier  observed  he  was  under  difficulty  to  determine  tbe  antbentidty 
of  the  Orders  issued  by  tbe  Commissioners,  ss  be  is  not  furnisbed 
with  a  Copy  of  their  CommissioD,  or  appointment.  He  also  men* 
tioned  other  diffieulties  for  want  of  some  of  tbe  Virginia  Laws. 

Upon  the  whole  I  find  myself  (and  others)  greatly  imbaras'd  in 
procuring  permanent  Titles  for  our  property,  for  which  in  tbe  first 
instanoe  we  risqued  the  lives  of  ourselves  and  Families,  and  in  tbe 
next  paid  our  money  to  the  State  of  Virginia, 

One  other  mischievous  evil  is  daily  growing,  Involving  ns  in 
deeper  difficulties,  and  subjecting  us  to  tedious  and  expensive  Law 
Suits.  I  mean  the  Warrants  constantly  Issuing  for  liinds  actually 
under  Virjginia  Titles.  And  the  Surveyors  can  find  no  difficulty  in 
the  Execution  of  them,  because  there  is  nothing  to  obstruct  tbem, 
but  tbe  bare  Ipse-dizitof  the  Person  claiming  under  Virginia,  for  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  producing  a  Certificate  from  tbe  Com- 
missionen  can  have  no  weight  under  the  Idea,  conveyed  from  the 
above  state  of  this  matter. 

Your  Excellency  and  Council  being  in  my  opinion  tbe  only  power 
adequate  to  thb  very  interesting  Subject,  and  tbe  willingness  you 
have  ever  demonstrated  to  do  Justice  has  induced  me  to  adress  yon 
for  remedy  and  if  Possible  to  put  us  on  a  speedy  Equitable,  and 
certain  footing  to  ^obtain  Patants  for  those  Landis  that  has  cost  us 
so  dear. 

^  I  know  this  is  a  Business  tbat  Requires  some  attention  and  Invea- 
tigation,  and  consequently  most  give  you  trouble,  and  perhaps  can- 
not at  this  stage  of  the  bnssiness  be  put  on  a  footing  altogether  de- 
vested of  difficulty  and  Imbarassment,  but  permit  me  to  observe 
tbat  tbe  longer  it  is  delayed  the  greater  those  Imbarasments  will  1^. 

When  your  Excellency  and  Council  reflects  how  sensibly  I  m 
(with  hundreds  of  others)  afifeoted  with  a  delay  of  this  Busriness, 
you  will  I  hope  pardone  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  this  adresn, 
especially  when  I  assure  your  Excellency  tbat  notbing  but  Uie  moat 
pressing  necessity,  necessity  and  appearance  of  certain  ruin  could 
.have  produced  an  application  of  this  kind,  you  will  excuse  me  for 
entertaining  Ideas  not  favourable  of  some  who  to  our  misfortune 
have  influenced  this  business. 

If  Council  should  be  at  a  loss  for  information  on  tbis  subject,  I 
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beg  leave  to  reoommend  an  Enqairj  at  Coles.  Bitcbee  and  GaDDon 
DOW  in  tbia  City,  and  QeQtlemen  on  wboae  Teraoitj  tbe  atvost  Gon- 
fidenoe  may  be  placed. 

It  is  mmecesflury  as  well  as. improper  for  me  in  tbis  plaoe  to  pre- 
tend a  State  different  circamstanoes  attendant  on  tbis  bosinesa  as 
your  Honourable  Board  can  be  fully  informed  from  Gentlemen  Bis- 
pationate  and  disinterested. 

I  baye  tbe  Honor  to  be, 

witb  perfect  Esteem  your  EzellenoieSy 
most  obed.  very  Hmb.  Servt 

BOBSEY  PENTECOST. 
Direetedj 
Bis  Excellency  Jobn  Dickinson  Esquire. 


MiNiSTBB  07  Holland  to  Pbes.  Diceinsok,  1786. 

m     Translation. 
Sir, 

I  baye  read  witb  surprize  in  Humpbre/s  k  Oswald's  paper  tbe 
paragn^,*  of  wbiob  a  Gopy  is  bere  inolosed.  AMo'  tbe  Contents  of 
it  appear  only  to  be  ridiculous  &  contemptible;  yet  tbe  Liberty  wbicb 
is  tbere  taken  to  use  tbe  name  of  a  foreign  Minuter^  in  order  to 
giye  a  sanction  to  tbe  malicious  inyentions  of  some  restless,  meddling 
jBdiyidnalSy  appears  to  me  of  sucb  a  nature^  tbat  I  cannot  tbink  of 
passing  it  oyer  in  silence.  I  tbink  myaelf  obliged.  Sir,  to  iMke 
representations  to  you  on  tbe  subject,  k  to  submit  it  to  tbe  eon- 
aideration  &  Judgment  of  your  Excellency,  wbetbev  Equity  and 
l^ood  policy  do  not  require,  diat  sucb  an  unwarrantable  aot  be  duly 
punished,  and  tbat  government  sbould  take  proper  measures  to  skew 
bow  bigbly  such  an  attempt  provokes  tbeir  indignation,  tbat  tbe 
autbor  of  tbis  falsbood  may  be  exposed  to  public  eontempt^  &  die 
fiUsity  of  tbe  account  be  gives,  may  be  known  every  wber9. . 

As  I  make  no  doubt  but  your  Excellency  will  easily  find  out  tbe 
proper  means  of  attainins  tbis  end ;  I  put  all  my  confidence  in  your 
best  Judgment,  wbile  I  nave  the  honor  to  be  witb  much  Esteem  & 
consideration, 

Sirj  Tour  Exoellenoy's  most 

obedient  &  most 

bumble  servant, 
(Signed,)        P.  J.  VAN  BEBEKBL-f 
Philadelphia,  20tb  Feb'y,  1785. 
JHreated, 

His  Exeelleaey,  IVb.  President  Diekinson.  : 
A  true  TianslaUon  fioom  tbe  Original. 

PBTEB  S.  DUPONOEAU, 
Sworn  Interpreter. 
«  See  page  408.      f  GoL  Bee.,  tlV.,  p.  864. 
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Cokm'bs  oh  Boorpabt  to  Pbm«  DioiOHBOVy  1786. 

Pykdi.;  22iid  fWy;  1T85. 
Sir, 

In  the  proseontlon  of  the  Duties  assigned  tis,  as  Commissioners 
appointed  to  ran  the  northern  Boundary  of  this  State;  We  fonnd 
it  necessary  to  provide  onrseWes  with  a  transit  Instrument  which  we 
have  hongnty  rrice  Thirty  Pounds.  Please  therefore  to  Order  a 
draught  on  the  Treasurer  for  said  sum;  as  also  for  Fifty  Pounds  to 
be  charged  to,  Sir, 

Your  n^oat  obedient 
&  Humble  Servant, 

JOS.  MONTGOMERY  * 
DtrioteUt  .  .... 

His  Excellency,  John  Dicl^inson,  Esq.,  in  Council. 


PAYID  BBPIOK  to    P&B6.    DlCKIllSOH,    1T8&. 

PhiladelphU,  24lb  Veb'y,  1785. 
Honorable^  Gentlenoii) 

I  have  lately  received  instmotions  from  the  Surveyor  €kn'l  to 
Itevey  in  the  County  of  Washingtcm,  on  Virg.  Titles,  the  dificnl- 
tiet  which  I  Ibd  in  complying  with  thcee  instruetions  appears  to  me 
«o  giMt  as  to  render  a  complience  impraetieable.  A  very  short 
experience  has  convinced  me,  that  to  attend  on  the  taking  deposl- 
^008,  &0.J  considering  the  difficulty  of  getine  witnesses  togalhev, 
before  a  justice  or  Majistrate,  as  well  from  their  being  often  wide 
aeatered,  as  from  the  Majistrate  often  residing  far  from  the  place  of 
Action,  makes  it  in  my  humble  opj^ioion  an  almost  insurmountable 
part  of  my  duty ;  not  only  so,  but  if  it  could  be  even  convenienUy 
done,  it  will  greatly  involve  me  in  mischief^  in  as  much  as  the  uq- 
fortunate  Oaima&ts,  ^lill  often  be  disposed  to  gather  as  much  trash 
as  may  lay  fals  Signs  of  guilt  on  me ;  this  will  happen  the  more 
certainly  in  as  much  as  many  people  are  by  no  means  capable  of 
knowing,  when  my  duty  has  been  faithfully  performed,  and  I  should 
think  it  hard  to  be  brought  frequently  to  Philadelphia  to  Account 
for  my  Conduct,  on  the  complaint  of  an  individual  when  many 
oases  might  be  such  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  to  me,  to  know  how 
to  act ;  and  still  much  more  difficult  to  convince  government  as  to  my 
reasons  for  so  doing;  when  lengtb  of  time  A  nmltiplieify of  busi- 
ness might  not  leave  a  single  mm  of.  tha  tanniedon  on  my  mind. 

Another  diffioulty,  of  Eseonting  Surveys,  at  the  time  men- 

«  C<a.  flQO.»  mV.  p.  864. 


tioned  in  the  public  notice  to  be  given  agreeable  (o  tho^e  instnic- 
tions,  theehabges  of  seasonsy  as  well  as  other  unavoidable  interren- 
ing  accident^  ^ill  often  prevent  its  being  pnnctnallj  complied  with ; 
and  ii  i»  Sasey  to  see  that  one  single  accident  of  this  sort^  will 
naturally  confuse  after  business ;  this  observaUon  alone  J.  hope  wiQ 
ebtfrinoe  your  Honorable  Boaid,  that  my  business  cannot  at  all  be 
earned  on  regularly^  which  alone  gives  Kfe  &  spring  to  business, 
unless  the  whole  surve^ring  of  a  Township  or  the  like  could  be  done 
tdgather  as  it  were,  which  cannot  bC;  as  few  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
name  district  will  be  prepared  at  the  same  time  with  that  of  some 
of  their  neighbours.  ^ 

'  Another  thing  Honorable  gentlemen  would  be  of  especial  use  \/^ 
the  inhabitants  of  Washington  Oounty  that  is,  to  know  what  kind 
of  Virjg*' Titles  are  deemed  legal  and  valid,  for  many  of  the  people 
if  they  only  knew  their  claim  to  be  ill  founded^  would  imm^iately 
apply  to  the  office  of  thb  State  tllse  time  may  put  it  out  of  theiir 
power  on  the  same  favorable  Term  as  are  bold  out  at  present  to 
secure  their  lands.  Hoporsble  Gentlemf  n  I  hope  to  meet  with  your 
indulgence  for  troubling  your  Board  with  so  tedious  a  letter,  if  you 
will  believe  that  a  real  regard  to  the  good  of  public  business^  k  my 
own  future  fame  are  Reasons  which  has  prompted  me. 
I  aoi,  Honorable 

Oent,  your  most  '  '• 

obt  Humble  Servt., 
Dtrectei,  DAVID  EfiDJCK.    . 

His  Excellency,  «fohn  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Prest.,  and  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council^  of  Pennsylvania. 


Sbc't  Chas.  Thomson  to  Prbs.  of  Council,  1786. 

(Circular.) 

New  York,  26th  February,  1785. 
Sir, 

Attempts  having  been  made  in  the  settlement  of  accounts^  to 
defraud  tne  public  by  means  of  Certificates  and  some  of  them  being 
discovered.  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  passeql 
the  resolutions,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose. 

That  these  resolutions  n^y  have  the  desired  effect,  permit  me  to 
request  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  g^ve  orders  for  having  them 
printed  without  delay  in  the  News-papers  of  your  State. 
With  great  respect, 
.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 
most  humble  Servt., 
Directed,  ,CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Wm.  Maclay  to  P&bs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

8iuibiir7,26Ui  Feb'y.,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  inclosed  Letter  came  to  m j  hands  a  few  days  ago,  open  as 
jon  now  reeeive  it.  I  have  since  seen  David  Pricej  who  received  it 
from  the  Indians,  and  bionght  it  into  the  County.  He  says  the 
Indians  are  in  perfect  good  hamonri  bat  wish  mnch  for  the  nmning 
of  the  Line  between  ns  and  them,  as  was  agreed  at  the  Treaty  in 
October  last :  By  Price's  account  they  are  well  informed  of  the 
general  direction  and  place  of  bedanlng  the  Line;  altho'  it  is  by  no 
means  clearly  expressed  in  their  Letter. 

As  the  Letter  came  into  my  hands  open,  and  is  of  a  pnbliok 
nature,  I  thonght  it  best  to  forward  it*  to  you,  that  Government 
might  be  informed  of  the  Contents. 

And  am,  with  the  greatest 

lespeei,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  & 
most  humble  servant, 

WM.  MACLAT. 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President,  Ac,  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Merchants  of  Phila^^elphia,  1785. 

In  Council,  Febuary  26, 1785. 
(Gentlemen, 

On  the  Receipt  of  your  Memorial  of  the  17th  inst.,*we  that  Day 
wrote  to  our  Delegates  inclosing  a  Copy  thereof,  and  requesting  them 
immediately  to  prosecute  the  Business  in  Congress.  Wo  hope  their 
Exertions  will  produce  the  desired  Effect,  and  it  will  afford  us  a 
most  sincere  satisfaction,  if  the  Event  is  as  successful  as  you  wish 
it  to  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem, 

Gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  and  very 

humble  servant, 
JOHN  DICKINSON.f 
DirtcUd^ 
The  Merchants  and  Traders,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

*  See  page  41  f  CoL  Beo ,  XIV,  p.  309. 
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Sbo'T  ARMST&ONa  Tb    GOUNTT  LIEUTKNANT8,  1785. 

Gironlar. 
Beoretaiys  Office,  Philad%  29^  Veh^^  178ft. 
To  ffnoli  of  the  Lieutenants  of  GoontioB  as  haye  not  reported  to 
ConneO  the  diTieiona  of  their  respeotiYe  Oonntiea  into  Batt^ 
diatrictBfto. 
Sir, 

.  Connoil  have  Ion|;  Binoe  expected  from  yon  a  report  of  ^'tho 
<' several  Battalion  districts  into  irhichthe  County  of 
^'  has  been  divided,  the  names  of  the  townships  composing  each,  ft 
the  probable  efficient  force  of  the  whole/'  Orders  for  this  pnrjxise 
were  issaed  as  early  as  the  9th  of  Dec.  1788,  and  Connoil  are  mnch 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  so  great  a  delay  in  your  complying  with  them, 
I  have  it  now  in  command  to  report  their  directions  on  this  Subject 
ft  am 

Sir,  with'muoh  respect  Tours,  Ac 

J.  ABMSTBONQ,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 


Sbo't  Abmstronq  to  Smith  ft  Ejellt,  1785. 

Secretary's  Office,  28th  Feb.,  1786. 
Sir, 

Under  the  directions  of  Council,  I  wrote  yon  some  time  since,  (on 
the  8d  of  Sept.  1784,)  informing  you,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
Council  that  your  appointment  as  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Mountjoy 
township,  was  void  in  itself,  being  founded  upon  an  election  held 
contrary  to  law,  ft  directing  you  to  resign  your  commission  without 
further  delay. 

It  is  however  with  some  degree  of  astonishment  that  they  have 
seen  this  notice  of  their  wishes  treated  with  so  disrespectful  a  silence, 
and  with  still  more  surprize  have  they  heard,  that  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  them,  you  have  continued  to  exercise  the  duties  of  an 
appointment  thus  illegally  obtained.  It  is  the  object  of  this  letter 
therefore  to  require  you  within  ten  days  from  the  date  hereof  or  as 
early  thereafter  as  possible  to  transmit  your  resignation  of  the 
appointm^  aff*  to  this  office,  and  thus  spare  Council  the  necessity  of 
issuing  a  public  supersodeas. 

I  am  &o.  ^ 

J.  ABM8TB0NG.* 

(A  copy  of  this  letter  to  be  sent  to  M'  W-  Smith,  &  W-  Kel^ 
respectively.) 

*  See  Col.  Bco.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  404. 


Jauw  Pmilson  so  Cquj^cil,  1785. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  ELuLee^tive  Goundl^ 

Oenilenietf, 

.  ,  The  OaidMV  ewptoy'd  to  plant  the  trees  in  the  State  hoitae  yart 
ii  diroQte^  bjr  M'  Vaughaft  to  proonre  a  oamb^  for  the  pntpoee  from 
different  places^  M'  Reese  requests  a  small  sum  of  money  to  pay  his 
ezpenoes  and  those  of  a  man  to  assist  him  in  diging  them,  also  to 
ffiyfof  their  e^niage^  and  «er^  Beceseary  for  the  trees.  The  forty 
pounds  for  whiph  I  reo*  aa  order  is  Expended  in  the  work  alna^ 
done. 

Tb9refpre  request  the  Honble  Goanml  will  be  plenaed  t6  order  me 
supb  a  sum  as  wili  be  sufBeient  for  the  purposes  aforesddi  uid  alas 
tA  provide  a  number  of  Stakes  to  seeuie  the  trees  when  planted*  I 
pannot  estimnte  with  Gertaiaty  what  those  expenoea  mny  amount  to^ 
but  suppose  a  sum  equal  to  the  former  order  will  be  sufficient . 
4^  your  h'ble  Serv*. 

JAMES  PEARSON,* 

Philad%Fteb>^  28th,  1786. 
Directed f 

Honorable  John  Dickipson,  Preudent  of  Council.^ 


BBSOLXrrtON  OF  AseSMBLYy  1785. 

Sliate  of  PennsyljiaDia,  In  General  Anam'bly. ' 

Thursday,  March  3, 1786,  A.  M. 
On  motion, 

'  Ordered,  that  the  eommittee  appointed  on  the  account  of  James 
Searle,  Esquire,  be  instmeted  to  oonfbr  with  the  Supreme  Executiye 
Council  touching  the  said  accounts. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes.       "^ 

J.  8HALLUS,  Ass't  Clerk, 
of  the  General  Assembly. 


Thomab  Procter  to  Prrs.  Dickinsok.— Lakds,  1785. 

Bif, 

It  has  been  suggested  by  the  Honble  t&e  Council  that  certun 
lands  .entered  by  me  m  tholand  office,  may  be  within  the  late 
purofiase  madeiirom  the  Indians.  In  order  to  satisfy  any  objections 
on  that  head,  I  pledge  my  honor  to  the  firm  belief  y'  the  twenty-one 
Tracts  herewith  returned  to  Council ;  and  s&id  be  on  the  waters  of 

*  See  Register  of  Pe&n'a,  Vol.  I.  p.  416,  for  Tote  of  thanlu  to  Col. 
€Leorge  Morgan,  of  Morganza  for  a  present  of  100  Eka  trees  for  the  State- 
house  yard,  Ap.  22, 1785,- also,  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  368. 
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Monoey,  Tawandy  &  Laoomingi  are  intirdy  in  the  old  parehaae  so 
oallid,  and  should  H  M>peaf  heteaftiir  oontrary  to  this  osrtifioatei  I 
resoiad  all  right  of  Claim  thereto,  bat  what  shall  be  done  l>y  me  in 
the  neoesiary  form.  This  be  pleased  to  oommunicate  to  the  Honour- 
able Gonnoil  and  the  honor  done  me  shall  be  duly  aoknowledged  Igf 
yonr  Szoelknoy'a 

most  humble  Servant. 

THOMAS  PROCTEK. 
Land  office,  March  8'  1785. 
Dtreetedj 
His  Ezoellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire. 


Wm.  Butleu  to  Brig.  Gmt.  John  Armstrono,  1786. 

Pittsburgh,  10th  March,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  was  Honour^  with  yours  of  the  S*  Feb^  together  with  Mr. 
Brown*  prop<»als  for  a  printing  office  &  have  every  reason  to  believe 
the  subscriptions  in  this  Oountry  will  answer  his  ezpecktations.  I 
have  got  but  five  signers  yet,  oweing  to  my  late  sickness,  and  am  now 
only  just  able  to  sit  up  but  recovering  fast  &  shall  use  every  endea- 
vour to  forward  Mr.  Brown's  interest.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Law, 
intends  exerting  themselves  at  the  different  oorts  in  Apriel ;  which 
will  be  the  only  places  to  get  a  numerous  subscription.* 

Sir,  will  you  be  so  obligeing  as  to  apply  to  Oonncil  in  my  behalf  k 
obtain  their  order  to  the  surveyor  gen'l  Direckting  him  to  give  an 
order  to  the  surveyor  of  the  districkt  to  snrvay  my  lott  over  the 
Alligany  River  for  the  aoomodation  of  my  ferry  ap;re&ble  to  the  ackt 
of  assembly.  Capt  Ja*  Aharra  will  doe  the  business  for  me  if  you 
will  procure  him  the  order  he  will  also  payanny  just  Due  as  may  be 
made  requisite.  I  Presume  Council  has  been  mad  acanainted  with 
the  villiny  of  the  People  of  this  Countiy,  the  are  flocking  from  all 
Quarters,  settling  &  taking  up  not  only  the  United  States  lands  but 
also  this  States,  many  Hundreds  has  crost  the  Rivers  &  are  dayly 

Sing  many  with  their  family's,  the  Wisdom  of  Council  I  hope  will 
ovide  aninst  so  gross  &  growing  an  Evil. 
Excuse  beast,  &  Mieve  me  to  bee, 
yours  sincerely, 
IHreeted,  W-  BUTLER. 

John  Armstrong,  Jun'r,  Esq'r,  Secretary  to  the  hoobln  the 
Oounoil,  State  of  Penn*,  Philadelphia. 
Hon*  by  Capt  Aharra. 

*  The  Gaiette  Was  eommeneed  about  this  year  or  tbe  next,  said  to  be 
the  ikrst  paper  west  of  the  moimtaUis.    Reg.  of  Penna ,  Yel.  I,  p.  181, 
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*    Got.  Clcston,  op  N;  Y.,  to  Prw.  Dickinsoit,  17*6. 

i  •  i-  I' 

New  York,  1 1«  Mawh,  1786. 

Sit,  •      ■  ^ 

Previons  to  my  reoeipiof  your  JSzoellenqr's  Letter  of  the  19*^ 
Febniftryy*  ioeloeiog  RMolutions  of  your  Oeneral  A8sembl7>  a  Bill 
had  oiigiDated  io  omr  Legislature  for  mnning  and  marking  toe  jnris- 
^otion  Line  between  this  State  and  Pennsylvaniai  whioh  has  since 
paeeed  into  a  Law,  and  I  have  now  the  Honor  to  inclose  yon  a  Copy 
of  it. 

Your  Excellency  will  peroeiye  that  instead  of  a  temporary  Line 
between  the  two  States,  which  appears  to  be  the  object  of  yoor 
Assembly,  onr  Law  provides  tot  the  establishment  of  a  permanent 
Line ;  and  I  flatter  myself,  that  npon  a  recondderation  of  the  matter, 
yonr  Legialatore  will  concur  in  the  Idea.  I  presume  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted if  a  temporary  Line  only  was  to  run,  it  should  be  done  with 
acoora^  to  prevent  &e  obvious  inconveniencies  which  the  Borderers 
would  be  suDJect  to  as  the  Settlements  advance  on  either  side ;  and 
the  consequent  broils  whioh  the  two  Spates  might  be  involved  in  by  an 
incorrect  Line  in  the  first  lastanoe,  and  in  thisGase  there  can  be 
but  litUe  additional  ezpence  incurred  in  rendering  it  perfect  and 
permanent 

By  the  Act,  you  will  observe,  it  is  left  with  our  Coundl  to  appoint 
Commisssioneia  for  this  Service  on  the  part  of  this  State,  which  shall 
be  done^  and  their  Names  transmitted  to  your  Excellency,  and  every 
other  necessary  Arrangement  made  on  our  part  for  canying  t^ 
bosittese  intoeffiact,  so  soon  as  I  shall  be  informed  of  the  Concnirence 
.of  your  State.f 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  -the  highest  Bespeot, 

your  Excellency's  most  Obed^  Serv*, 

GEO.  CLINTON. 
Bis  Excellency  Governor  Dickinson* 

Act  of  Kbw  York  b^lativk  to  Boundary,  1785, 

An  Act  for  mnning  out  and  marking  the  Jurisdiction  Ltpe  between 
this  State  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.* 
Whereas,  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  Golden,  Esquire,  IJeqtaaant 
Oovernor  of  the  late  Province,,  now  State,  of  New  York,  with  the 
Advise  of  the  then  Council,  did,  on  the  Eighth  day  of  NovembeB^ 
One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and'  Seventy-four,  Nominate  and  .Ap- 
point Samuel  Holland,  Esquire^  to  proceed  in  Conjunction  with'M' 

•  See  page  413.  f  See  Get  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  880. 
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Dftytd  Ri^eiAotite,  or  such  cither  l^mreoa  to  fbight  hi  Appoitited  on 
ilie  pari  of  PdnnsylTEnift,  to  fix  the  beginning  of  tiie  Forty^thitd 
'Degree  of  North  LatihidejOn  tbo  Mohawk  or  Western  Branch  Of 
J>elaware>  and  to  proeeej  Weatwavd  as  far  as  the  Season  wovU' per- 
mit^ along  the  BeginniDg  of  the  said  Degree^  which  is  the  Bonnwuy 
•between  tins  State  and  the  State  of  Fennsylvania. 

And  whereas,  the  Honorable  John  Penn,  Bsqniro,  kte  (Jovemdr 
of  the  late  Pnmnce,  now  Commonwealth^  of  Pennsylyaniai  did^  on- 
ibe  Twentj-fonrth  day  of  October;  in  the  Tear  aforesaid,  Nominato 
and  Appoint  the  said  David  Rittenbonse  to  proceed  on  the  like  Ser- 
▼ice,  in  Conjunction  with  the  said  Saraaet  Holland)  or  sn^  other 
Penion  As  shOukl  be  Appointed  on  the  part  of  the  then  PM>vlncO|  now 
abate,  of  New  York. 

And  whereas,  the  said  Samnel  Holland  and  Darid  Rittenhoos^, 
did,  in  pnrsnance  of -their  said  respectire  Appointments,' proceed  on 
the  said  Bnsiness,  and  made  a  Return  thereof,  nnder  their  Hands, 
bearing  Date  at  Philadelphia,  the  fonrteenth  day  of  December,  in  the 
same  Year,  by  whioh  Retam  it  appears  that  the  said  Commissioners 
Ascertained  and  fixed  the  Beginning  of  the  Forty-third  Degree  of 
North  Latitude,  on  the  Mohawk  or  Western  Branch  of  Delaware, 
and  there,  in  a  small  Island,  planted  a  Stone,  with  the  Letters 

NEW-YOUK,)  ^^^^^  ^^^  gj^^^  ^^j  ^^  ^^^  j^p^  j^^j   420 

AR.  4<'  2(K,  thence  due  West  on  the  West  side  of  Dehwire  River, 
'then  C<4]ected  a  Heap  of  Stones  at  High  Water  Mark ;  and  in  the 
said  West  Line,  four  Perches  distant,  planted  another  Stone  with 
the  Letters   J   PENNSYLVANIA,   1^^  ^^  ^^^  q^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

on  the  Top,  LAT.  42""  YAR.  4""  20',  and  thence  due  West 
Eighteen  Perches  marked  an  Ash  Tree ;  and  that  the  Rigour  of  tJie 
Season  prevented  them  from  proceeding  further,  to  by  the  Report  of 
the  said  Commissioners  filed  ,with  a  Map  annexed  thereto,  and  filed  of 
Record  in  the  Secretaries  Office  of  this  State^will  more  fully  Appear. 
And(  whereas,  it  is  n^oc^sary  that  said  Line  should  be  run  out-^ 
Marked  and  Ascertained, 

.  Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  Yprk, 
represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
Auihoritjr  of  the  same,  That  the  Surveyor  General  of  this  State  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  Appointed  and  Authoriaed  on  the  part  of  thi^ 
.State^  to  meet  such  Person  or  Persons,  who,  in  like  Manner,  ma^  be 
Appointed  and  Authorized  on  the  Part  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
.Pennsjlyania,  at  such  Time  or  Times,  Place  or  Places,  as  shall  be 
agreea  ij4;K)n  and  deterpiined  by  the  Persons  Administering  the  Gonj- 
ernmentsof  this  State  for  the  time  beiugyand  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  then  and  there  to  run  out,  mark  and  Ascertain  the  said 
Xine  of  Jurisdiction  between  this  State  and  the  Commonwealth  ojf 
Pennsylvania,  beginning  at  the  Place  so  fixed  and  A^scertained  by  the 
said  Commissioneriias  abovo  iftentioned^  oii  tfie  Mohawk  or  Western 


■I] 
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Biaaehof  DeUmtfe^at  ftlia  be«|]iiiiag.<tf  die  Fortj-Oird  BegiM  ef 
Ncfrtk  Latitude,  and  from  thenoe  to  preoeed  Wettwaxd  alo^  tlie 
b^poning  of  the  said  Foli]^tbird  Degree  of  North  Latitade  as  fir 
as  tUs  Stale  and  the  said  GomsMmwealth  of  PenmgrlYaua  bolder 
OB  eadi  other. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  Anthoritj  albresaidi  That  the  Snrvejor 
General  of  this  State  be,  and  he  b  hereby,  AuUioriaed  and  uspov* 
ered  to  employ  a  Surreyor  or  Snrreyors,  Gbainbeaiersi  and  snch  and 
so  many  other  Persons  as  may  be  found  Neeessary  to  perform  the 
ExeontiTe  part  in  running,  marking«  and  Ascertaining  the  said  Line 
in  conjunction  with  snch  Person  or  Persons  as  may  be  Appointed  on 
ihe  part  of  the  Oommonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  for  that  purpose ; 
And  such  Line  so  Agreed  upon,  Approved  of  and  Consented  to  by 
the  said  Snrteyer  Oeneral  of  this  State  end  such  Person  or  Penons 
as  shall  be  Afifiointed  by,  and  on  the  part  of,  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  being  reported  to .  the  Persons  Administering  the 
Oovemment  of  this  State  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  Time  being,  and  Batified  and  Confirmed  by  the  Legislatnn 
of  this  State  and  the  Leglmture  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, shall  at  all  Times  hereafter,  be  (he  Line  of  Jurisdioti<m  be- 
tween this  State  and  the  Commonweslth  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said 
Surveyor  General  bo,  and  he  is  hereby,  Authorised  from  time 
to  dme  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  for  such  Sums  of 
Money  as  he  shall  Judge  Necessary  for  defraying  the  Ezpenoss  of 
running  out,  marking  and  Asoertaining  the  said  Jurisdiction  Line  on 
the  part  of  this  State,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  the  Sum  of  One 
Thousand  Pounds,  for  which  he  b  to  be  accountable.* 


CXfiOULAB  OY    COMGRSSS  OH    GliAIHS,  1785. 

(Circular.) 

Secretary's  Office,  March  18«*,  1785. 
Sir, 

Congress  being  impressed  with  the  Necessity  of  limiting  a  time 
for  all  persons  haviog  unliquidated  Claims  against  the  United  States 
to  bring  in  such  Claims,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  with 
tbe  utmost  expedition  the  amount  of  the  National  debt,  as  to  prevent 
or  detect  the  attempts  that  are  making  to  defraud  tbe  public^  haTC 
passed  the  resolution  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose. 

As  it  is  of  importance  to  the  inhabitants  of  your  State,  who  have 
just  Claims  against  the  United  Sutes,  to  be  informed  of  this  as 
speedily  as  possible,  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  excuse  the  liberty 
I  take  in  addressing  this  resolution  to  yon  and  requesting  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  give  the  Necessary  Orders  for  making  it  known 

*  See  Vol.  lY.,  pp.  662,  ^76^  67& 
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to  all  eonoernedy  by  oauring  it  to  be  printed  and  diapened  throngh 
tbe  different  Gonnties  and  diatrictB  ef  your  State,  or  in  Boeh  ottier 
way  as  you  shall  judge  beet. 

With  great  respeet| 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Ezoellency'B  meet  Obedient 
and  moat  humble  Ser?*, 

CHA.  THOMSON.* 

Hb  Bzeelleney  The  President  of  Pennflylyanm. 


OtFioxBa  Of  Pnms'A  BBooMMBV]>nrQ  Wm.  Ibtikb  as 
Land  Aqbbt,  1785. 

Philadelphia,  Bfardi  2l8t,  1786, 
Sir, 

We  the  Sttbseribere,  a  Committee  ohoeen  by  the  offioera  of  the 
late  Pennsy*  line,  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Supreme  Szeeutive 
Coimoi],  that  there  is  now  before  the  Honorable  House  of  Assembly, 
a  Bill  for  direeting  the  mode  of  distributing  the  Donation  landsf 
granted  to  the  late  offioers  &  Soldiers  of  said  line,  in  whioh  the, 
appmntment  of  an  Agent  to  see  justice  done  to  the  State,  aa  well  as 
to  the  Inditriduals,  is  left  in  your  honorable  Board. 

We  therefore  prav  that  (Council  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  William 
IrYinOy  Esqr.,f  to  that  office,  if  the  Bill  passes  in  its  present  State, 
aa  he  is  a  Gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  land  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  and  who  is,  we  humbly  oonceiye,  worthy  your 
ConSdtooe,  as  well  as  that  of 

your  most  humble  Servants, 

A'  S*  CLAIR, 
T.  B.  BO  WEN, 
SAM'  NICHOLAS, 
W,  MACPHERSON, 
MAT.  McCONNELL, 
RICH*  FU/iLERTON. 

Dxreetedf 
His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Supreme 

Ezeoutive  Council. 

tndoT9edy 

March  21, 1785.  From  the  Committee  (P*  line,)  pnmng  the 
appointment  of  Gen<  Irvine^  as  Agent  under  the  late  law  for  Donat 
tion  Lands. 

*  See  Col.  Ree,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  886, 

t  He  was  appointed  March  26.  Col.  Bee.,  XIV.,  p.  886,  464,  and  his 
iastraotion  on  page  427  of  this  Vol. 
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Jamba  MiuioAjr,  C.  T.^  xo  Pres.  DicxiNBONy  I78fi« 

ComptroUer'B  Offieei 

March  24th,  1785. 
Sir, 

In  ponaance  of  the  BMdlattftns  of  CongreaaB  of  the  28d  Febroaiy 
laat,  empoweriDg  me  to  nominate  the  Commiaaionera  therein  men- 
tioned, I  do  mjaelf  the  honor  to  nominate  ^ohq*  Storji  Saqpiir^'aa 
an  additional  Gommiaaioner  for  Settling  the  Aooonnta  between  the 
State  of  PennaylTania  and  the  United  Statea  and  for  liqoidatuig 
and  Battling  the  olaima  of  the  Citiaena  of  that  State  againat  the 
Uldted  Statea,  Ae.,  aoootdittg  ter  the  neainiitf' udL  intention  of  the 
Act  of  Congpreaa  of  the  20th  of  Febnuryy  1782. 

I  think  it  neoesBarj  to  observe  to  jonr  Excellency  thmt  this 
Oendenian  ia  a.taatiVe.of  tbd  8(ftt9»  of  Maaaaohnaetta,  and  waa  for 
aome  jeara  employed  in  public  Acconnta  in  the  Office  of  M^or 
Oeaeml  Gkeen,  when  QnarUjr  Uaaler  General  He  b  reooommen- 
ded  to  me  as  a  man  of  Strict  integrity,  Indaatijr  and  knowledge  of 
Aooonnta.  I  hope  he  may  be  acceptaiUe,  and  that  Ida  Oeaduet  naay 
be  anoh  aa  to  daaerve^  the  approbation  of  all  heneat  men,  mnd  coma- 
pond  with  the  Qhatfabter  I  have  receiyed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect,  Sir, 

jour  Exeellenoj'a  most 

Obedient  Ham.  Servant/ 

-    .  JA8.  MILLIQAN, 

Oomp'tr  of  the  Treaa'y. 
Directed^    . 
To  Hia  Exoellenoy,  the  Preaident  of  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Jambb  Pearson  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  on  State  House. 

1785. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Cooncil. 
Gentlemen, 

The  expences  incar'd  by  paving  and  Graveling  at  the  front  of  the 
State  House,  Obliged  me  to  expend  the  money  drawp  fo^  o^ber 
repairs  of  the  buildiDM  and  Involved  me  in  debts  for  part  of  the 
bricks,  hauling  and  labour,  also  for  sundry  materials  for  the  repairs 
— those  balances  the  persons  are  desirous  of  having  paid. 

Therefore  request  the  Hon'ble  CounciLwilL^ase.to  order  the 

♦  Sae  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.„  page  880,  890. 
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snm  of  Tbnee  haad^red  jMuidi  to  pay  the  debto  alraadj  etninoiod 
and  enable  me  to  proceed*  in  the  repaixa  of  the  baildingi  Ao.,  m 
Ordered  bj  the  Horble  Aasemblj^ 

And  ObUge  yonra 

JAMES  PEARSON. 
]lih)h26di,IT85. 


Instructions  to  Gen'l  Wm.  Iryxne  as  Land  Agent, 

1785. 

In  Coanoil,  March  26th,  1785. 
Sir, 

Bj  Virtue  of  the  Anthority  vested  in  ns  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
'^for  directing  the  Mode  of  distribatiiu^  the.  D.onation  Lands, 
promised  to  the  troops  of  this  Commonwealth."  We  have  appoint-; 
ed  yon  Agent  to  perform  the  Duties  of  this  officei  it  wilf  be  neces-' 
Bary  that  with  an  possible  Dispatch  &  accnracv;  yon  explore  the 
Country  to  b^  laid  off  agreeable  to  Directions  of  that  A^"  noting 
tlie  quality  of  the  land  in  the  several  parts  thereof,  the  hills,  moun* 
tains,  waters^  creqks,  marshes,  uplands,  bottomlands,  &c.,  and  suoV 
other  occurences  as  may  deserve  notice  with  their  situation,  &  dis-' 
tance,  but  particularly  the  parts  of  the  land  which  you  may  deem 
anUt  for  cultivation,  &c. ;  and  from  time  to  time  transmitting  us 
yonr  Remarks,  notes  an^  Description  of  the  Country. 
I  am^  with  the  greatest 

Esteem,  Sir,  your  most 

obedient  humble  S^rvt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 

The  Honorable  General  William  Irvine. 


Pass,.  DicKiNSoy  TO  Speaker  of  Assembly,  1785.^ 

Sir, 

Mr.  Millegan  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States^ 
bas"^  Day  nctiftnl  to  Couileil,  that'  in  parsaanoe  of  an  Aet  of 
CoagrafNTof  the  SSrd  of  lasi  Months  ke  haa  appointed  Joha  Stoiy,* 
Baqoire^  an  addiUooal  CoauaisBiokier  for-  settling  aceouata  within  thia 

"*         ♦See  pai^  m,  *I*  ColL  Ree.,  Yol.  XIV.,  p.  886. 
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Stele.    Thd  sppolnlmeiift  ueete  the  apptoUtioii  of  OoantO,  if 
i^profed  bjtlie  Legialatiire. 

I  am,  with  the  greateet 
Eeteem,  Sir,  jonr  most 

obedient  bumble  SerYt., . 

JOHN  IX0KIN8ON. 
March  26th|  1785.  . 

DirecUd, 
The  Honorable  the  Speaker. 


Bbv'd  Db.  Ewing  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson.— Bbsignatiov, 

1785. 

Philada.^  26th  Mar.,  1785. 
Honble  Sir, 

When  I  last  had  the  Honour  of  waiting  on  jour  Ezoellenej  in 
Gompanj  with  'Mr.  Hutchins ;  I  informed  you  that  it  would  not 
be  neoessarj  for  both  Mr.  Rittenhouae  and  mjself  to  be  employed 
in  running  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  in  eonjnnction  with 
the  Virginia  Commissioners  in  the  ensuing  summer.  I  mentioned 
farther  y*  my  oonneotion  with  the  university,  &  my  own  church 
would  require  my  continuance  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  therefore  I 
should  no  longer  be  considered  as  holding  the  Commission  with 
which  the  Council  had  been  pleased  to  honour  me  in  the  preceding 
year.  Lest  this  might  have  escaped  your  memory  in  the  Multipli- 
city of  public  Business,  I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  requesting  T' 
Excellency  to  give  this  information  to  Council,  and  am.  Sir, 
with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obdt. 

and  very  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  BWING  • 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Philadelphia. 

Pbbs.  DiCKiNSON  to  Speakbb  of  Assbbcblt,  1785. 

Sir, 

The  General  Assembly  on  the  ieoond  of  December,  1788,  Resdvedf 
that  a  sum  not  exceeding  six  hundred  Pounds  should  be  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Council  to  make  publie  DemoaalnlioMi 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  XIY.,  p.  464. 
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of  Joj  vpon  the  deSoiiive  Tr^ty  of  Pesoe  beiiv«en  tiia  TJniied 
^toteS)  ttid  Great  Britun>  The  inclosed  toeomito  ezeeed  Aa/L 
BatiiDatey  &  the  Demaoda  for  payment  are  very  pfettdog,  as  wiU 
ai^ear  from  the  Letter  herewith  transmitted;  But  Coanoil  are 
unwilling  to  draw  orders  upon  the  Treasory  for  more  than  the  sum 
appropriated,  without  the  Consent -of  the  Legislature. 
I  am  with  much  Esteem  Sir, 

your  most  obedient, 

&  yery  humble  Seryant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
March  20th,  1785. 
Directed^ 

The  Honourable,  The  Speaker  of  General  Assembly. 


Michael  Huffnaqle  to  Gen'l  Armstronq,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  a  few  days  ago,  with  Mr.  Brown's  papers  in- 
closed, and  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  get  Sabsoril^rs. 

1  wish  you  to  mention  to  His  Excellency,  the  Presideut  and 
Coundl  that  having  obtained  Judgment  against  Conrad  Wincmiller 
at  the  Suit  of  the  Common  Wealth  on  four  Bonds  due  to  Ross  & 
Thompson;  I  gave  him  notice  of  the  same  upon  which  he  called 
on  me,  as  the  Bonds  where  given  for  Lands  sold  to  him ;  I  re- 
quested to  see  his  Bill  of  sale,  &  found  by  it,  that  the  Lands  he 
purchased  where  Located  in  the  Name  of  John  Dann  &  Robert 
Mitchell }  &  by  my  return  to  Couneil  you  will  find  that  150  acres 
were  sold  to  Abdel  M.  Clare,  being  part  of  the  Latids  Located  in 
the  Namd  of  John  Dunn.  I  give  this  notice  that  no  Deed  may 
issue  for  the  same.* 

I  also  wish  you  to  mention  that  a  great  namber  of  people  are 
settling  on  the  Lands,  over  the  Allegany  River,  within  the  Bounds 
of  this  State ;  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  it,  I  immediately  issued  a 
Warrant  directed  to  the  Sheriff  to- apprehend  such  as  he  oould  geti, 
&  in  case  of  resistance,  to  call  on  the  Commandant  at  this  post, 
who  promised  me  to  give  such  assistance  as  the  Sheriff  might  stand 
in  need  of;  as  the  Assembly  is  now  sitting,  something  ought  to 
be  don«  Immediately,  otheririse  in  a  short  time  the  Lands  will  be 
settled,  notwithstanding  all  I  can  do,  or  order  to  bo  done. 

I  have  made  inquiry  agreeable  to  order  of  Council,  respecting 
the  Claim  of  Major  Craig,  &  find  that  the  Commanding  Officer  then, 
bad  orders  from  General  Gage  to  demolish  the  Works  and  sell  the 
Buins  of  the  Garrison,  which  he  did,  &  that  Ross  &  Thompson  be- 
came the  purchasers.  I  imagine  that  the  best  Testimony  that  can 
be  had  will  be  General  St.  Clair  &  General  Hand.    'I  think  that 
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Ckoiral  81  CHftk  nentioiied  to  me  tlwt  they  wete  sold  by  «ba  «m* 
aaat  of  Mr.  Peaoj  &  Geiieml  Hand  was  tko  person  who  Mid  thefli| 
bat  Q*,  whether  the  Crown  had  not  a  right  to  demoUA  a&y  of  their 
works  &  sen  the  Bnina  at  that  time  in  any  part  of  her  Atnerieaii 
plantation;  this  I  leave  to  better  Judges.  I  wish  yon  also  to  in- 
form me  by  the  first  opportonityi  whether  debts  doe  to  the  Comrnon- 
weaUh  by  Confiscation  will  come  nnder  the  same  Law  as  debts 
Between  priyate  persons  befbre  Janoaryi  seventy-seveni  as  all  the 
debts  due  to  Ross,  are  before  that  period.- 

I  wish  Mr.  Trimble,*  by  the  first  opportanity^  to  eend  me  the  laws 
of  the  two  last  sittings  of  Assembly. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

Tour  yery  H'ble  Sery't, 

MICH.  HUFFNAGLK 

Genl  Armstrong;  March  11th,  1785,  ^Pittsburgh. 


Lx.  Col.  Josiah  Harmab  to  Pbbs.  Dioeikson,  1785. 

t  Fort  Mcintosh,  April  2nd,  1785, 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honor- 
able Council,  a  monthly  return  of  the  Pennsylyania  Troops  in  the 
Seryice  of  the  United  States,  dated  the  first  instant. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect, 
your  Bzeellencys  &  The  Honorable  Councils, 
*  most  h'ble.  &  obed.  Seryt. 

JOS.  HARMAR, 
Lt.  Col.  Comd.  let  Amu.  Begt. 
Directed, 

His  Ezeellency,  John  Dichinson,  Esqr.,  president  &Tha  Honots- 
Ue  The  Supreme  fixeoutiye  Conncil  PennsyWasia* 

I- 
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MoNS.  Db  Mabbois  to  Pbes.  D1GKIN805,  1785. 

A  Philadelphie  le  4  Avril  1785. 
Monsieur^ 
Je  8ni8  8ur  le  point  de  mo  ^endre  k  New  York  poor  rdsider  prds 
da  Congres.  Je  proposerai  k  oette  assemblee  los  mesores  k  prendre 
pour  que  le  servioe  da  Consalat  de  Philadelphie  ne  Boit  pas  inter- 
rompa  par  mon  absence,  et  j'aurai  I'honneur  d^informer  Votre  Ex- 
cellence de  ce  qui  aura  ^t^  arrete» 

Permettes  qn^en  prenant  oon^^  de  Tons^  Monsiear,  et  da  Conseil 
BoprSme  Ez^cutif  de  Pensylvanie,  j'exprime  ma  reoonnobsance  de 
Tappul  que  j'en  ai  reca  dans  I'exercise  de  mes  fonctions  consulaires* 
Je  m'empresse  anssi  a  reconnottre  les  ayantages  ooi  en  ont  result^ 
pour  le  Commerce  entre  le  Royanme  et  TEtat  ae  Pensjlvanie  eft 
pour  le  maintien  de  I'ordre  parmi  les  Navigateurs  fran9ais;  Tattache- 
ment  dont  yons  faites  profession  anx  principes  de  notre  alliance  eft 
les  preuyes  frequentes  que  yous  m'en  av^z  donnas  ne  me  permettenft 
pas  de  donter  qoe  Votre  Excellence  ne  fasse  tont  ce  qni  sera  en  son 
poayoir  poor  consolider  Fanion  des  denx  Nations  en  continuant  ^ 
aooorder  sa  protection  k  an  commerce  r^eiproqaement  ntile. 
Je  suis  ayec  respect, 

Monnear,   de  Votre  Excellence, 

le  tr^s  humble  et  tr^  ob^issant  seryitenr^ 
DB  MARBOIS. 
Son  Excellence 
Monsieur  le  Pr^ident  de  I'Etat  de  Pensylyanie. 


.  Timothy  Tatlob  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  on  Oasb  or  Vickbbs, 

1785. 

Newtown,  April  5th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  haye  seen  CoUonal  Wall  since  I  was  with  Cooncil,  he  says  he 
Cannot  attend  'till  some  time  next  week  when  he  means  to  attend, 
(if  health  Permits).  I  should  be  glad  that  Coanoil  woald  Postpone 
their  Determination  on  the  affair  of  Solomon  Vickers*  till  that  time 
I  thought  it  might  be  of  some  ase  for  Coancil  to  know  the  time  a* 
Vickers  was  apprehended,  as  it  was  not  mentioned  in  our  Petidon ; 
>the  enclosed,  will  Determine  as  he  was  taken  the  Day  of  the  Date  of 
B*  Precept,  and  if  there  is  a  Reward  to  be  ffiyen  I  contend  that  no 
Person  has  so  good  a  Right  as  myself  as  I  Look  upon  myself  to  be 
the  Principal  means  of  his  being  apprehended  and  Likewise  of  con* 
fineing  his  Brother  Jessee  who  made  the  first  Discoyery. 
I  am  with  sincere  Respect 

yours  &  the  Publicks  well  wisher, 
Directed,  TIMOTHY    TAYLOR. 

To  The  Honorable  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

♦  See  Vol.  IX.,  p.  601,  614,  615. 
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Backs,  88.  Sobpona  Elittbeth  Kieth  and  Galheriae  VailfjelCy  te 
P  -|  appear  Forthwith  before  me  at  Newtown,  to  give  EvidenoQ 
L^  B.J  .^  Behalf  of  the  State  against  Soloraan  Tickers  adw  fX)n- 
finM  in  goal  on  Sospition  of  Gommiting  a  misdemeanour  in  Break<i 
ing  into  the  bouse  of  the  said  Elisabeth  Kieth  on  the  night  of  the 
18th  of  July  last,  given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  August  3df  1782. 

TIMOTHY  TAYLOR.* 
To  the  Constable  of  Newtown. 


SbOBRABT    OV    FoBBIGN    AF7AIBS  TO    PbBS.  DIOSIKBOF, — 

Ambb.  Bishop,  1785. 

(Circular.) 
Office  for  foreign  Afiairs,  81st  March,  1785. 
ffir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  a 
Letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress,  of  the  22d 
Ajtfil,  1784,  and  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Adams  from  MY.  de  S*  Saphcrin 
of  che  21st  April,  1784,  together  with  a  Copy  of  ihe  Paper  referred 
to  iu  the  latter.  > 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  from  these  Piq)er8,  the  Bishopa  of 
Denmark  will  confer  holy  Orders  on  American  Candidates,  without 
any  Tests  which  (like  those  insisted  on  in  England)  would  be 
improper  for  Americans  to  comply  with. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect  your  Excellency's 

Most  obed't  &  very  Vble  Serv't, 
JOHN  JAY.t 
Directed, 
To  His  ExoeUenoy  The  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 


No,  1. 
Hon.  John  Adams  to  Pkksidbnt  of  Congbbsb,  1784. 

(Copy.) 

The  Hague,  April  22d,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  received  sometime  since  a  Letter  from  an  American  Gentleman; 
now  in  London,  a  Candidate  for  Orders,  desiring  to  know,  if  Ameri- 
can Candidates  might  have  Orders  from  Protestant  Bishops  on  the 
Continent,  and  complaining  that  he  had«been  refused  by  tbe  Bishop 

»   See  Vol.  IX.,  p.501. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XIV.,  p,  899. 
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if  LoadBD  aid  the  Anih-Bbbop  «r  Gaterlivy,  vdoi  lie  vobU 
take  tkt  Ottlie  of  AlkeiaMe^  Acf*.^ 

M eciieg  mb  aAenraHb  tW  Dtabk  Knler,  I  hed  the  Cmioafj 
te  iaqeire  ef  hin,  wbedicr  Oiilwiliuu  u^t  be  had  in  DeuDuk. 
He  iMwifJ  ■€  that  he  kiiewaet,  bet  weald  BoopinfonBluaeelt  I 
heaid  ao  man  of  ii  aatiD  te  Saj,  vhea  the  Secretary  of  hii 
¥m\mm^  Mr.  De  Beai  nl  i  lai  i^  aiade  me  a  Yiai^  and  delhrered  me 
the  Papen,  Ccpiea  of  whieh  are  cncJoaed. 

Urns  it  aeeaia  that  what  I  Beaat  aa  euiest  GeiiTenatioA  ooly, 
baa  beeo  made  the  Sobjeet  of  DeliboalioD  of  the  GoTemiDeiit  of 
Benamk,  and  their  Faeolty  of  Theology,  whieh  inakBa  it  neeenary 
laeaetotvaMmiiiftleOoiiffeHL  I  aa  bapfj  to  iiid  tha  Dedsioe 
aolibeiaL 


I  bare  the  Honor  to  bejke., 
^  _  ^  (SigMMi,)        JOHX  ADAMS. 

To  His  Bxcellea^  Thonaa  Mifflin,  Eaq'r,  Prend^  of  Congres. 

No.  2. 
llju  DK  St.  Saphobiv  to  Hos.  Johst  Abams,  1785.4 

Trandation. 
Mr.  de  8*  S^hoiin  baa  the  honor  to  eoainninicate  to  Mr.  Adama 
the  answer  he  baa  reedTed  from  Hia  Ezeellenqr  tibe  Connt  de 
Boaencrone,  Privy  Cooneellor  and  Secretary  of  State  lor  foreign 
aflEura  of  Hu  Dannh  Majesty,  relatlTe  to  what  Mr.  Adams  desired  to 
know.  He  aball  be  happy  if  this  answer  should  be  agreeable  to 
him,  aa  ifdl  aa  to  his  snpeiiors,  and  naefid  to  bis  lellow  Citiiena. 
He  has  the  honor  te  aasine  him  of  bis  respeeL 

(Signed,)        DB  ST.  SAPHOBIN. 
Hague,  21st  Anril,  1784. 
The  preeeding  mthfoOy  translated  from  the  Original,  by 

BEN.  WALKER. 

No.  3. 
Tranabition. 
Copy  of  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hb  Excellency  the  Count  de 
Bosencrone  Pri?y  Counsellor  of  ffis  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmarir, 
to  Mr.  de  8*  Saphorin  EuToy  Extraordinary  from  ffis  Majesty  to 
the  States  OeneraL 
Sir, 

The  opinion  of  the  Theological  Faculty  baring  been  token  on  Uie 
question  made  to  your  ExceOeocy  by  Mr.  Adams,  H  the  American 

*  Aflenrards  Bishop  White  who,  with  Bishop  ProTost,  was  consecrated  ia 
England,  Feb.  4, 1787.  See  account  of  it  in  Reg.  of  Penn'a»  VoL  IIL,  p 
405.  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XIY.,  p.  S99,  684. 
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Miaiafen  of  the  Church  of  England  can  be  oonseorated  here  by  a 
Skhop  of  the  Damsh  Ghureb  ?  I  am  (vdered  by  the  King  toi  autno- 
riae  yon  to  answer,  that  such  im  a()t<oan  take  place  aocording  to  the 
Danish  Rites,  but  for  the  convenience  of  the  Americans  who  aro 
supposed  not  to  know  the  Daiiisb  language,  the  Latin  languagQ  in)| 
be  made  use  of  on  the  occasion, — for  the  rest,  nothing  will  he  ex- 
acted from  the  Candidates,  but  a  profession  conformable  to  the 
articles  of  the  English  Church,  omitting  the  Oath  called  Tat,  which 
prevents  their  being  Ordained  by  the  English  Bishops. 
The  preceding  translated  &ithfully  from  the  original,  by 

BEN.  WALKER. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Gov.  Cunton,  op  N.  T.,  1785. 

In  Council,,  April  6%  1785, 
Sir, 

'  Tour  Letter  of  the  11**>  of  last  Month,"^  with  the  Indosure,  wo 
immediately  oommanicated  to  the  GeneriJ  Assembly  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  now  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  the  Copy  of  an 
Act  passed  by  them  for  ascertaining  our  common  Boundary. 

David  Rittenhouse  &  Andrew  Porter,  Esquires,  are  appointed  by 
us  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  State. 
I  am,  with  great  Regard,  Sir, 
your  most  obed*  serv*, 

JOHU  DICKINSON,  •_ 
His  Ez^llenoy  Gov'  Clinton. 


Pass.  Dickinson  to  Minister  of  United  Nrheelands, 

1786. 

Tn  OonnoU,  April  6«S  1785. 
Sir, 

Your  late  journey  to  New  York  prevented  our  acknowledging  sooner 
the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  20*^  of  February  last  :t  And  we  now 
flatter  ourselves  that  the  steps  that  have  been  taken,  will  prevent 
any  further  uneasiness  upon  the  affair. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  sincerest  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  obed*,  hble.  serv*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON-t 
The  Hlnister  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

*  See  page  422.  f  See  page  416. 

t  Col.  Rco ,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  899 
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Bbturn  of  Public  Storbs  is  CouHrr  om   Washihgtov, 
I  1785, 

A  Retain  of  the  pablidk  Stores  in  the  County  of  Waahington. 

Yis.  50  Miuanets, 

40  Poooheiiy 
29  Goats, 

3  Waistcoats, 
23  Skirts/ 
10  pair  Shoes,         ;  ' 

7  Blankets, 
29  Hatts, 
26  pair  Overalls, 
6H'^  lead. 

I  do  Certify  that  the  above  Retom  is  Jost.    Given  under  my 
hand  this  7"^  day  of  April,  1785. 

JAM*  MARSHAL, 

Lieu*  W.  Co'y. 


Rbtubk  of  Officbrs  of  Militia  in  County  of  Washino- 

TON,  1785. 

A  Return  of  Offioers  for  Such  Districts  as  Neglected  or  Refused  to 
Elect,  at  the  last  Qeneral  Bleetion  for  Officers  in  the  County  of 
Washington,  Yix. : 


8«  Battalions- 
Robert  Park,  Captain,  No.  2, 

David  Gault,  LieuS  [  Elected      [- 86  privates. 

Alexander  Balaton,  Ensign, 

WilHam  Scott,  Caplafo,  No.  8     1 

Samuel  Buchanon,  Lieu*  >  Nominated.  ^  82  privates. 

John  Scott,  Jan%  Ensign.         j 

i^  Battalion— 

WiUiam  M'Farkne,  Cap*,  N»  2  ) 

James  Tucker,  Lieutenant,        [•  Nominated.  [  75  Do. 

Caleb  Baldwin,  Ensign.  ) 

I  do  Certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  return. 

JAM*  MARSHAL, 

L*  W.  Co'y. 
April  7«S  1785. 


[  Elected      [l 
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ELBCfnoN  09  Dbuqatbs  to  CoNaaBSS,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsjlyania. 

In  Qeneral  Assembly^ 

Tueadaj,  November  16th,  1784.— A.  H. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Pay,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  J)elegate8  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  for  the  ensning  year,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  it 
appeared  that  the  Honorable  Joseph  Qardner,  and  Willim  Henry, 
(or  Xanoaster,)  were  duly  elected. 

Saturday,  February  19th,  1785.— A.  M. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Delegate,  &o.^  when  the  Honorable  David  Jackson  waa 
duly  elected. 

Tuesday,  April  7tb,  1785.— A.  M. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
deetion  of  two  Delegates,  &o.,  when  the  Hoiijnible  Charles  Pettit 
and  Jamea  Wilson  were  duly  elected. 

Extract  from  6he  Minutes. 
SAM'L  BRYAN, 
Clerk  of  the  OeneraL 


F.  B.  BowiN  &  E.  Bbattt,  Aqsnts,  to  Pkks.  Dickinson, 

1785. 

Philadelphia,  April  8th,  1785. 
Kr,- 

We  beg  leave  to  report  to  your  Excellency  in  Council,  that  we 
have  proceeded  to  the  different  parts  of  the  State,  as  directed  by  your 
honorable  Board,  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  to  the  Officers  & 
Soldiers  of  the  late  Pennsylvania  Line  their  certificates  of  Final 
Settlement;  that  we  have  continued  to  issue  them  in  this  City, 
since  our  return  in  Decern'  last,  and  that  we  have  so^  nearly  com- 
pleted that  business,  as  to  be  ready  to  deposit  the  remaming  Certifi* 
cates,  (together  with  our  books  and  vouchers,)  as  the  Supreme  E^ . 
ecutive  may  direct,  agreeable  to  Resolve  of  Congress,  of  Nov'r  3d, 
1783. 

We  inclose  the  Besolution  of  the  Honblo  House  of  Assembly, 
and  pray  that  Council  will  be  pleased  to  grant  us  the  Draft  therein , 
directed.       We  have  the  hoDor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  your 
Excellencies  Most  hble.  Servt., 

F.B.BOWEN,}  .«««♦.* 
GEO.  BUSH,  for  E.  BEATTY,     J  ^8«^*8 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President,  in  Council.. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  pp.  401,  402.  ■ 
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To   OOMMISfllOKSES  ON  BOUKBART,  1785. 

Instniotions. 

In  Council,  April  9th,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

Council  taking  into  Consideration  tlie  Besolution  of  the  Genenl 
Assembly  of  the  28th  of  Angust,  1783,  and  the  Report  6f  the 
Commissioners  for  determining  the  Boundary  between  this  Common- 
wealth k  the  Stato  of  Virginia,  of  the  18th  of  November  last,  and 
that  our  southern  Boundary  is  now  ascertained,  have  thereupon  ap 
pointed  you  Commisnoners  to  tub  and  mark  the  boundary  of  this 
Commonwealth,  from  the  southern  Corner  thereof  to  the  North-weat 
comer  of  the  same,  as  you  will  perceive  by  our  Act  herewith 
delivered  and  duly  authenticated. 

Denending  upon  your  Diligence,  Integrity  &  knowledge,  we  expect 
that  tlii0  important  work  will  be  acoottfMished  in  ^  ensuing  aeaaon. 
with  fidelity,  &  all  (be  ezactnesa  to  be  derived  from  attronottioa 
observations.  You  will  act  in  oonjunctioB  wiUi  tke  Gommiarionas 
on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  as  £ir  as  they  may  ohooee  to 

{roceed  with  you.  The  line  of  boundary  we  desire  to  have  marked 
y  a  Vista  and  by  stones  properly  prepared  &  fixed  in  the  Ground,  at 
the  distance  of  five  miles,  one  from  another,  every  stone  to  be  in- 
scribed with  the  distance  from  the  south-west  comer. 

The  north-west  comer  of  the  State  is  to  be  ascertained  by  askonom- 
ical  observations,  &  must  be  so  marked  as  to  be  rendered  as  dis- 
iinffttishable  aa  maj  be  by  all  the  Means  you  can  devise. 

If  any  Commissioners  on  the  Behalf  of  the  United  States  appear, 
to  join  with  you  in  ascertaining  the  Boundary,  Tou  will  be  pleased 
cheerfully  to  co-operate  with  them. 

We  ardently  wish,  that  you.  Gentlemen,  may  in  the  execution  of 
this  Commission  and  in  your  Return,  seize  the  opportunity,  for 
making  everv  observation,  and  obtaininff  all  possible  Information, 
concerning  the  situation  and  course  of  Rivers  k  Streams,  Hills  and 
Mounteins,  tlAit  may  be  of  the  least  use  in  assisting  the  public 
Ceuncils  on  the  very  interestiDg  subject  of  forming  the  most  advan- 
tageous Communications  by  Roads  &  Canals  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  Country. 

We  have  appointed  Mr.  Stephen  Porter  to  attend  you  as  Commis- 
sary under  your  direction,  tie  is  to  purchase  before  you  set  out, 
the  articles  of  which  a  list  is  inclosed,  except  such  as  can  be 
obtained  from  the  public  stores,  procure  provisions  at  the  places  of 
Operation,  hire  necessary  Labourers,  &  render  a  just  and  true  ac- 
count of  the  Monies  expended. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obdt. 

and  very  Humble  Servant, 
Directed,  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Pr.  John  Ewing  and  Thomas  Hutchins,  Esquire. 
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Ift  GottDoil,  Ap^t],  1786i 
Qentlemen, 

In  pursaaiiag  of  a  Law  «ntiUed  '*  An  Aot  to  authorize  &c./'  we  havo 
appointed  jou  Gommissionera  on  the  part  of  this  Gomufottirealtby 
aa  frill  afppear  from  oar  Aet  henwitli  doSveted,  A  dulj  anthenti- 
eated* 

The  Aot  of  wbioh  a  oopj  ii  indosed  a*  fvHy  pomta  out  the  duty 
*to  be  performed  by  yoa,  that  ire  hate  but  little  to  add  ibr  your 
'further  inBtructions. 

^ShiB  Line  of  Boundary  we  widb  te  have  iMifced,  ^as  in  tbe  fore- 
going inatractioDS  only  Changing  the  worda^  **  Mntb-weat  wnker/* 
for  the  worda^  **  Nortb-eaat  comer.'') 

Obeerrationy — ^The  Weatem  Boundary  ia  a  Meridian  line  and 
must  be  oontinued  until  the  GommiMionara  are  certain  of  being  far 
enough  North,  perhapa  quite  to  Lake  £rie.  The  North-Weat 
Comer  can  only  be  determined  by  the  Northern  Commiaaionera,  for 
it  is  the  point  where  their  Line  will  intersect  the  Meridian  afore- 
aaid;  and  they  only  will  be  provided  with  inatromenta  for  obaerv- 
ing  the  Latitudes.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  York  Commis- 
aioners  will  suffer  the  North-east  corner  to  be  altered,  &  it  is  already 
aufficieoHr  marked* 

D.  RITTENHOUSE.* 


Sbc'y  Armstrong  to  Prothonotaribs,  1786. 

Sir, 

By  act  of  Assembly  of  the  late  Province,  now  State,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, it  is  directed,  ^that  the  Constable  of  each  Township  or 
distriet  in  every  County,  shall,  under  a  certain  penalty,  make  return, 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  unto  the  Court- of  (^  Sessions,  of  the  names 
k  places  of  abode  of  all  persons  within  fbe  Township  retaining  or 
vending  any  Liquors  liable  to  pay  y*  duties  imposed  by  the  Act 
above  mentioned,  &  that  the  Collector  of  each  County  shall  have 
recour$e  to  the  returns  of  the  Constables  so  made"  • 

This  Act  ie  every  where  enforced  by  those  of  a  similar  nature 
aince  made.  It  becomes,  therefore,  the  Direction  of  Council,  that  the 
Collector  of  Fayette  County  bo  permitted  to  recur  as  often  as  he 
may  think  proper,  to  ^o  ConstaDles'  returns  in  your  Office,  for  y* 
necessary  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Y'  very  humble  serv*, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  See'y. 

Indorsed^ — ^To  Michael  Huffnagle,  Tho*  Scott  &  Ephraim  Douglass, 
Prothon*  of  Westm%  Waahington  &  Fayette  Co^. 

*  See  page  230,  378-878,  also  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  402. 
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Pabs.  Diokikson  to  ;  Deleoatbs  in  Cohorbsb,  1785* 

In  GqwmU,  April  11, 1785* 
GknUemea : 

D'  Joim  Ewing  &  Thomta  Hatohins^  Ssqoire,  the  Cominii- 
sionere  appointed  to  ran  and  mark  the  Boundary  of  this  ComnoB* 
wealth  from  the  Soath-weat  C!oriier  to  the  North*weat  Oorner  thereof, 
will  begin  that  Work  at  the  llnft  mentkoed  Plaoe,  on  the  16^  Bay- 
of  next  Month. 

If  CSongreas  think  proper  ie  Bomidate  any  OommiaaioQera  on  that 
Bnaineaa,  the  Oonuniasioneis  of  thia  State  will  be  ready  to  eo-operate 
with  them ;  and  We  wish  Yon  Woold  be  pleaaed  to  eomamnieale 
theae  Intentiona  immediately  to  Oongnaa. 
I  have  the  Himor  to  be^ 

with  great  Eateem,  Oenikmeo, 
yonr  moat  obed^  aerS 

JOHN  DI0KIN8ON.^ 
The  Honorable  The  Delegatea  in  Geogreaa. 


MoNB.  Dk  MiCRBOis  TO  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Philadelphia,  April  12*»,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  be  introdoeed  to  yonr  Excellency  &  the  Conneil, 
to  inform  them  of  some  facta  relating  to  the  fate  of  a  French  orimi* 
nal  bnt  too  justly  oondemned,  leaying  it  afterwarda  to  their  humanity 
&  clemency  to  enforce  an  act  of  jostice,  or  to  moderate  its  rigonr.  I 
ahall  attend  at  the  hour  which  your  Excellency  will  direct. 
I  ami  with  great  reepeot,  Sir, 
Your  Excellenoy'a  yery 

humble  &  Obedient  Serrant; 

DE  MABBOISt 
Hia  Excellency  the  Preaident  of  the  State  of  PennayWania. 


Sjbgreta&y  of  Conqe£ss  to  Pass.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Secretary's  office, 

April  12th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  yon  the  enclosed  acts  of  the  lat, 
7th  &  12th  instant  relative  to  the  raising  a  body  of  .Troops  for  the 

♦  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.  p.  403. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  405. 
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proteotion  of  the  north  western  frontiers,  the  defence  of  the  Inhabi- 
gtants  aainst  the  depredations  of  the  Indians,  for  preyenting  un- 
warrantable  intrusions  on  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States^  and 
to  guard  the  public  stores. 

As  the  United^  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  been  pleased 
by  a  late  Ordinance  of  which  I  enclose  a  Copy,  to  make  it  a  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress  ''  to  transmit  to  the  scTeral 
States  all  acts,  ordinances,  resolations  and  recommendations  of 
Con^ss  and  to  correspond  with  the  States  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  communications  from  them  relative  to  the  execution  of 
the  WKm%f'  I  have  embraced  the  earliest  opportunity  of  forwarding 
the  enclosed  acts  and  trust  your  Excellency  will  favour  me  with  an. 
account  of  the  steps  taken  by  your  State  for  raising  the  quota 
assigned,  that  I  may  make  report  thereof  conformably  to  the  said 
ordinance. 

The  honor,  peace,  and  prosperity  of  our  nation  being  objeots  very 
near  my  heart,  nothing  will  give  me  greater  pleasure  Uian  frequent 
opportunities  of  reporting  to  Congress  the  earnest  and  united  en- 
deavours of  the  several  States  to  promote  those  great  and  desirable 
en|}s«        I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most  humble  serv. 

CHA.  THOMSON  * 
Directed^ 

His. Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


CCXUNCIL  TO  GOLLBOTOK  S&ARP  DkLAKT,   1785. 

Secretary's  office,  13th  April,  1785. 
Sir, 

You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  copy  of  an  order  of  Council  of  the 
1st  Instant,  tiiat  the  late  proprietaries  of  this  state  have  been  called 
upon  to  appear  before  Council  in  person  or  by  their  respective  acents 
to  receive  the  sum  of  £15,000  sterling  agreeably  to  act  of  the 
Gen.  Assembly,  of  the  27th  of  Nov.,  1779.  I  have  therefore  to 
inform  you,  that  a  requisition  for  a  large  sum  of  money,  will  soon 
and  necessarily  be  made  of  you ;  and  that  it  is  the  express  order  of 
"Council,  that  the  better  to  enable  you  to  comply  with  such  recjaisi- 
tion,  you  will  immediately  proceed  to  an  effeetoal  jb  indiscrimmate 
collection  of  all  the  Impost  arrearages  which  may  be  due. 
•with  great  respect,  I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  serv't, 
DirecUd,  JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y.f 

Sharp  Dekny,  Esq. 

♦  Bee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  406. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  405.   . 
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Seo*y  Abm^tbong  10  Ebw'b  Ba&xholomsw,  1785» 

Sir, 

Ineloeecl  U  a  eertified  oopy  of  your  reappointmeofe  to  the  offioc  of 
OoUeotor  of  the  excise  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

I  have  ako  to  commoQioale  that  it  ia  the  ezpreas  order  of  OoHnoil 
that  Tou  immediately  proceed  to  ooUect  all  the  arreaiagBS  which 
ibay  be  due  to  that  office. 

The  demanda  upon  this  fund  are  so  greak  in  number,  and  impor- 
tunate in  their  kind,  aa  to  call  for  the  gr^taaiAttentioB  &  puaofeualitj 
in  their  diachaiige. 

I  aitiy  foo^f 

J.  ABMSTBONG.* 
Indorsed, 

1785,  April  14th.  To  Edward  Bartboloioew,  fiMjpiie^  OoUector 
of  Exoiae  City  &  Co'y  of  Philada.    Entered. 


Seorbtaby  of  Congress  to  Prss.  Dickinson,  1785.* 

Secretary's  Office, 

April  15th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  hopor  to  enclose  an  act  of  Congress  passed  the  13th 
empowering^the  States  which  shall  have  settled  with  their  reapeetive 
lines  on  the  principles  of  the  act  of  1st  of  June,  1784,  of  which  I 
also  enclose  a  Copy,  to  charge  the  United  States  with  the  payments 
made,  provided  the  services  shall  not  have  been  settled  for  by  the 
paymaster  general. 

With  great  respect  -  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

>our  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 
CHA.  THOMSON. 
Direeiedf 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Jambs  Pearson  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1785. 

To  the  Hon'ble  supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

The  two  hundred  pounds  received  of  the  Treasurer  by  your  orSer 
of  the  30th  uit.  was  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts  then  contracted, 

»  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  405. 
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Aerefore  divided  it  in  stxeb  portions  as  partly  sai&fied  the  most 
prefigiDg,  several  balances  are  jet  dae  to  the*  amount  of  abont  Eigbtj^ 
pounds,  for  wbioh  some  persons  are  very  pressing  and  in  some  pur- 
obases  prompt  payment  is  necessary.  The  sums  of  forty  k  Thirty 
pounds  jou  were  pleased  to  order  for  the  Improvement  of  the  State 
House  sqnare  are  Expended  and  a  debt  of  moro  than  Twenty  pounds 
incurred.  Therefore  request  the  Couucil  will  be  pleased  to  order  me 
such  a  sum  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  those  debts,  Continue  thtf 
veparations  of  the  bnildings,  and  make  such  further  improvements 
in  the  s'  square  as  your  Honorable  Board  may  direct 

And  Oblige  your  h'ble  Ser't 

JAMES  PEARSON. 
Phihda.,  April  16th,  1785. 


Rbti^en  oj?  Ovficbbs  belonging  to  the  County  of  Phila- 
delphia Militia,  1785. 

Return  of  Officers  duly  Elected^  belonging  to  the  County  of  Ph3a- 
delphta  Militia. 

5th  Battalion,  dd  Company. 
Captain  Peter  Worrell, 
Lieutenant  Adam  Fisher, 
Ensign  Edward  Haley. 

WM.  COATS,  LieuS  0.  P. 
Philad'a  County,  Lieutenants  Office;  the  18th  April,  1785. 
Directed, 

To   His  Excellency  John  BickinsoD,  Esq',  President  of  The 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Dr.  John  Ewinq  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1786. 

Philad'a,  Ap'  18th,  1785. 
Hon««  Sir, 

"On  Saturday  Evening  I  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  a  Commiasioiv 
from  Council  appointing  me,  in  oonjunotion  with  Mr.  Hutohins,  to 
run  and  ascertain  by  astronomical  Observation,  the  western  Boun- 
dary of  this  State,  a  work  that  will  require  the  whole  of  the  ensuiag 
Summer  &  Autumn.  The  Reasons  that  induced  me  to  resign  the  oon- 
mission,*  with  which  Council  had  before  honoured  me  to  perform, 
the  same  work,  operate  as  powerfully  against  my  acceptance  of  this. 
So  loDg  an  absence  from  the  university  would  materially  affect  its 
Interest,  and  it  is  doubtful  to  me,  whether  in  y*  present  Situation, 
the  Trustees  would  consent  to  my  absence  for  a  single  month,  even 
to  give  assistance  in  ascertaining  the  Direction  of  the  meridian  & 

♦  See  page  428. 
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begiaaing  the  work.    However  sennble  I  am  of  the  HDnonr,  wUcli 
Counoil  BBS  done  me  in  j*  repeated  appointment,  I  am  oonainuned 
to  request  tiiem  to  apj^int  some  other  Person  for  the  Bosineas. 
lam  hon'ble  Sir,' 

your  moat  obed't 

&  very  hnmble  Serv't,* 

JOHN  EWING. 

To  His  Ezoellenoy  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

SEOt.  AaMSTRONQ  TO  Wm.  Maclay  and  Jos.  Montoombby, 

1785. 

*  Seo'rys  Office, 

Philad-  April  18th,  1785. 
Sir, 

1  have  to  advise  you  that  under  the  late  Act  of  Assembly  for 
finally  determining  the  Northern  Boundary  of  this  State;  David 
Kttonhonse  A  And'w  Porter,  Esquires,  have  been  appointed  to  ex- 
ecute that  service. 

With  much  respect  I  am  &o., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jr., ». 
IHreded, 

To  WiUiam  Maclay  and  Joseph  Montgomery,  Esq'rs. 


Military  Officbbs  of  Nobthumbbrlakd,  Co.,  1785 

A  Return  of  the  Company  Officers  Elected  in  the  first  Battalion 
Noithumberland  County  Militia  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Peter  Hosterman. 

Captains.  Lieutenants.  Ensigns. 

1  Charles  Gobin,         Paul  Baity,  ^      John  Harris  Junr., 

^  2  Abraham  Jones,      Jacob  Reid,  Willm.  Fitscort, 

8  Anclr.'W  Leist,  Daniel  Hesinger,         Jacob  Bard, 

4  Joseph  Laurentz,     Martin  Withenton       Jacob  Bncher, 

5  John  White,  John  Coleman,  George  Painter, 

6  Charles  Myer,  George  Ulricb,  Nicholas  Reem, 

7  Philip  Myer,  George  Moore,  Andrew  Delman, 

8  Peter  Whitman,      Simon  Hemnad,  Martin  Rostodor, 

I  do  hereby  Certify  the  above  to  be  a  just  abstract  from  the  Re- 
turns gave  me  by  the  Colonels. 

WM.  WILSON,  Lt.  N.  County. 
April,  24th,  1785. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  443. 
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A  Jtetorn  of  the  GompaDj  Officers  Elected  in  the  second  Battalion 
NorthnroLerland  Conntj  Militia^  Commanded  bjr  Lieutenant  ^Col. 
James  Morrow. 


CaptainS; 

1  Joseph  Alexander 

2  John  Wheeler^ 

3  Wm.  Montgomery^ 

4  John  Nilson, 

5  John  Martin, 

6  Charles  Clark, 

7  Biobard  Martin, 

8  Bobert  Smith, 


Lieutenants. 
yOeorge  Headman, 
Daniel  Goodman, 
James  Lemon, 
George  Hammond, 
John  Clark, 
Alexander  Dickson, 
Hamilton  Armstrong, 
John  Eason, 


Ensigns. 
Francis  Malone, 
Garrit  Vancamp, 
Andrew  Cochran, 
Aaron  Hemrod, 
John  MoMahon, 
Willm.  Case, 
Thomas  Pollock, 
Daniel  Vincent, 


I  do  Hereby  Certify  the  above  to  be  a  just  abstract  from  the 
vetoms  gave  me  by  the  Colopels. 

WM.  WILSON,  Lieut.  North.  Co. 
April  24th,  1786. 

A  Return  of  the  Company  Offioen  Elected  in  the  third  Battalion 
of  Northumberland  County  Militia,  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  CoL 
Hepburn. 


Captains, 

1  Peter  QroYe, 

2  Thomas  Foutner, 
8  Corn's  Walldrum, 

4  Robert  Flemminff, 

5  Willm.  Hammond, 

6  John  Surdder, 
7'WUlm.  McGrady. 


lieutenants, 

Robert  Hamilton, 
Samuel  Jiles, 
Joseph  Wickoff, 
Alexander  Mahan, 
Willm.  Jones, 
Jacob  Colliner, 
Braton  Caldwell, 


John  Love, 
Willm.  Walker, 
John  Robb  Junr.^ 
Andrew  Boss, 
Willm.  Winters  Jr., 
Peter  Sydles, 
John  Cledinin, 


I  do  Hereby  Certify  the  above  to  be  a  Just  abstract  from  the  re- 
turns gave  me  by  the  Colonels. 

WM.  WILSON,  Lieut.,  N.  County. 

April  24th 


.  A  Return  of  the  Company  Officers,  Elected  in  the  fifth  Battliou 
Northumberland  CountiL  Militia,  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  Col 
John  Kelly.  *• 


Captains. 


Lieutenants. 


1  Michael  Andrews,   Adam  Harper, 

2  Willm.  Clark.  John  Eackm, 

3  John  Thompson,     James  Irvine, 


Ensigns. 

Joseph  Price, 
George  Clark, 
George  Brook, 
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Ga^Uins.  Lieuteoants.  EnsigDfl, 

4  Joseph  Poake,         Samuel  Iddings^  Jamea  Moora, 

5  Joseph  Green,  Henry  Pongers/  James  Moore, 

6  Samael  MoGready,  Jacob  Treasbacfai  Benjamin  Millery 

7  James  Potter,  Jr.    John  Brown,  James  Hunter, 

8  John  McPherson,   Michael  Wildgoose,  James  Templeton, 

I  do  hereby  Certify  that  the  above  to  be  a.  Just  abstract  from  the 
returns  gave  me  by  the  Colonels. 
Indorged^  WM.  WILSON;  Lieut.  N.  Oountj. 

Snnbnry  April  24th,  1785. 

Sect,  ov  FoaBiGH  Affairs  to  Pbss.  Diokinsov,  1785 

Office  for  foreign  Affairs,  28  April,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Bzcelknoy  herewilb 
inokioedy  an  act  of  Oongress  of  the  18 tk  Inst,  recognising  Jan  Hendrik 
Christian  Heineken  as  Consul  from  their  High  Hightiaeawe  the 
Lords  and  States  Oeneral  of  the  United  Netherlands  for  Pennsyl- 
vania and  along  the  River  Delaware  to  reside  at  Philadelphia ;  and 
calling  upon  your  State  to  furnish  Mr.  HetaekeB  with  iheit  Bxe- 
<pialur  or  notifiealion  of  hit  Quality,  &a, 

with  great  Respect  and  Esteem, 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

mort  obi.  and  hble.  Servft. 
DirecUd,  JOHN  JAY.* 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson^  Eeagt.j  Presidant  of  the  Stale  of 
Pennsylvania. 

By  the  United  States  in  Coogreas  Assembled. 
It  is  herebv  made  known,  to  all  whom  it  may  concern.  That  full 
credence  and  respect  are  to  be  paid  to  Jan  Hendrik  Christian 
Heineken,  Consul  from  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands  for  Pennsylvania  and  along  the 
River  Delaware  to  reside  at  Philadelphia,  Which  State  is  <»Llled 
upon  by  virtue  of  the  powers  delegated  by  the  Confederation  to  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  furnish  the  said  Jan  Hen- 
drik Christian  Heineken  with  their  exequatur  or  notification  of  his 
quality,  delivering  one  copy  thereof  to  the  said  Jan  Hendrik 
Christian  Heineken  and  causing  another  to  be  published  in  one  or 
more  gazettes.  p 

Done  at  New  York  this  Eighteenth  day  or  April  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  si^n  hundred  &  Eighty  five,  and  of  Sovereignty 
and  Independence  the  ninth. 

^y  the  United  Slates  in  Congress  assembled. 
RICHARD  HENRY  LEE,  P. 
GHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 
*  See  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  461. 
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The  United  SUtam  Congress  Assembledy  September  7,  1781. 

The  foUowiB^  form  of  the  ezeqnatnr,  ie  recommended  to  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penns'a. 

To  All  to  whom  it  may  conoem  : 

John  Hendriok  Christian  Heineken  Esquire,  having  been  reeog- 
nized  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  as  Consul  from 
their  High  Mightinessesi  it  is  hereby  declaredi  that  the  privile^esi 
pre-eminence  and  authority  belonging  to  such  character  anid  qoalltji 
are  due  to  him'*'. 


MoNS.  Ds  Marbois  to  Pabs.  DicEiKfiON)  1785. 

Philadelphia,  April  28th,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  clemency  used  by  the  honourable  Council  in  the  case  of 
Lewis  Colinetf  has  impressed  me  with  sentiments  adequate  to  the 
motives  1  had  for  intreating  for  his  pardon.  If  your  Excellency  will 
give  orders  for  his  being  released  whenever  I  will  send  fbr  him  I 
shall  take  care  that  he  be  carried  to  New  York  to  be  there  embarked 
on  board  of  the  French  Paket,  as  there  is  no  French  vessell  in  this 
harbour,  I  shall  be  under  necessity  of  Keeping  him  in  gaole  some 
days,  but  will  use  as  little  delay  as  can  be. 
I  am  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  your  Excellency's, 

most  obedient  and  humble  Servant, 
DE  HABBOIS. 


Prss.  Dickinson  to  Thomas  Smith,  1785. 

In  Council,  April  80«,  1785. 
Sir, 

As  there  are  great  Numbers  of  Counterfeit  Certificates^  now  in 
Circulation,  We  wish  that  the  utmost  Care  may  be  used  by  you  to 
euard  against  them,  in  performing  the  Duties  required  by  the  "  Act 
for  furnishing  the  Quota  of  this  State  toward  paying  the  Annual 
Interest  of  the  Debt  of  the  United  States ;  and  for  funding  and 
paying  the  Interest  of  the  public  Debts  of  this  State.'' 

It  is  therefore  much  to  be  desired,  that  you  should  immediately 
procure  from  the  Continental  Officers  such  Books  or  Transcripts  as 
may  prevent  any  Imposition,  either  by  Falsification  of  Names  or 
Sums.  I  am,  with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed^  Serv*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON, 

Thomas  Smith,  Esquire,  Continental  Loan  Officer  in  this  State. 

*  Col.  Reo.  Vol.,  XIV.  p.  451. 
t  lb.  449.  I  lb.  450 
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Pass.  Dxckutsoh  to  thb  Judges,  1785. 

In  GoTiDoil^  Hay  2*,  1785. 
Oentlemen : 

We  have  received  Infonnation  of  many  very  outrageons  Dis- 
tarbanoes  of  the  pablio  Peace  m  the  County  of  Northuml^rland,  by 
persons  not  claiming  Lands  under  this  Commonwealth. 

As  some  of  you,  Gentlemeui  are  soon  to  be  at  Sunbury  upon  the 
Circuity  it  is  our  earnest  Desire,  that  all  the  Enquiries  may  be  made 
ft  those  legal  Measures  immediately  directed  and  prosecuted,  that 
will  tend  to  restore  ft  preserve  the  Peace. 
With  great  Esteem,  I  am, 

Your  most  obed',  hble.  serv*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
The  Honorable  The  Chief  JusUce  ft  the  other  Judges  of  the  So- 
pieme  Court. 

Lieut.  Col,  Jobiah  Haemab  to  F&es.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Fort  Mcintosh,  May  !•«,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency  and  the  honorable 
Council,  a  monthly  Return  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  dated  this  day. 

If  your  Excellency  ft  the  honorable  Council  should  be  of  opinion 
that  it  is^neeessary  to  appoint  some  person  for  the  preservation  of  this 
fort  upon  the  troops  marching  from  hence,  and  have  not  already  nomi- 
nated one  for  the  purpose,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  M'  Da^d 
Duncan,  of  Httsburg,  as  a  suitable  person,  and  one  who  is  desirous 
of  taking  charge  of  it.* 

Understanding  that  several  Yagabonds  had  presumed  to  improve 
the  lands  betwixt  this  ft  Fort  Pitt  which  have  been  appropriated  by  the 
honorable  the  legislature  of  the  State  for  the  redemption  of  the  de- 
preciation Certificates,  and  apprehending  that  a  removal  of  them 
would  meet  your  Excellency's  and  the  honorable  CounciFs  approba- 
tion, (altho'  not  in  the  line  of  duty  as  a  Continental  Officer,)  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  detach  an  Officer  with  a  small  party,  who  has 
destroyed  their  cabbins  ft  driven  them  from  their  improvements. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  higbest  esteem  and  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  &  The  honorable 
Coundrs  most  hble.  ft  obed*  Serv*, 
JOS.  HARMAR, 
Directed,  Lt.  Col.  Com*  !•*  Am-  Reg«. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  president,  ft  The  Honora* 
ble  The  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  448. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIYES  1786. 


440 


«1o 


^1 
-I 


w  I  OaptAiD^ 


1^  I  Lieutenatit, 


if- 


OP  ' 

«» 

Serje&Dts. 

ill 

ko 

lo 

Corporils, 

00 

Ci3 

fiouabardierB, 

» 

«□ 

GuDtiera. 

N> 

ro 

Dr'ra  &  Fifri. 

o 
Ft 

Of 

en 

Mfltronsea. 

a* 

I  Total, 


'►«  I  Want*g  tocompTt    ^ 


P 


o  5"  1  o  C  g 
IT  a  <3  ^  S. 

s-:  I  ?-  i 

H«  1^-  S    "^    <^ 


r 

e 


a    3»z-j 


^ss. 


r 

p 

I 

r 


SI         **  13   »   o   ® 

-"     r^  5  0  g 


H 

add 

V    P    V 

F*  r  r 

o2*B 

N^ 

M 

Lieut   CoL 

I 

1 

a  1 

1 

»*   1     M  I-* 

Captains. 

IjlMjti.'Tlriljta* 

En^igti*!. 

^-l    ^ 

03    1      »-4  1—  l-t 

1 

Cbapkib. 

-t 

Qr.  Muttter. 

1 

F»y  MMt€r, 

,:     1 

,  QUFgCOn^ 

>-  1              «  1  Mate. 

^1          ^      1  Qr.  Mr.  Seij. 

« 

I  M,fc»      1  Scrjeaiitii. 

cn 

„^^      [Ur-re&FiPw. 

CFI  Oi  Ifr 

0  03  01 

Present  fit  for 
duty. 

1^ 

D)  09  ^ 

Sick  p  res  But- 
Sick  «.baentt 

On  Command. 
On  EtxT.  Set, 

1-1 

ea  Ci  CT 
o  ta  o» 

Total,   includ- 
iDg  Kon-Com. 
Officers    & 
muBio. 

»» 

K, 

Serjeants, 

- 

- 

Dr'ts  &  J-ifri. 

S  1    OQ  Oai»^ 

Kftnk  A   Fil«. 

?1 

• 

d 

A    P 

o 

nE: 

S^ 

OVJ 

n 

^  ^ 

t-» 

E3  ^ 

Hj 

^1 

W 

r^ 

S 

a 

?? 

90 

-? 

o 

^3 

1^ 

P  ^ 

n 

^   S 

H 

P 

^^ 

;< 

-J  n- 

>> 

oofr 

Oi<& 

i:q 

^ 

3. 

H 

3 

§ 

Ox 

o 

p 

QQ 

u 

p 

^ 

OQ 

1 

S 

O 

< 

o 

HI. 

o 

t4 

s. 

H 

^ 

CD 

Cl 

5' 

2 

cf 

|!| 

s 

s 

3 

OQ 

j: 

IS 

H 

J« 

** 

M 

m 

-^ 

e^ 

00 

450  PSNNSTLVANIA  ABOHITIS  178& 


Gov.  Clutton  of  N.  T.  to  Pres.  Diokinsof, — ^Boxthbabt, 

1785. 

New  Tork;  2Dd  May,  1785. 
Sir, 

Siooe  I  had  ihe  Honor  of  receiving  jonr  Ezoellenej's  last  Letter. 

,  Philip  Schnyler,  James  CEnton  and  Simeon  De  Witt^ 

Esquires  have  been  appointed  on  the  Part  of  this  State  for  mnning 
and  ascertaining  the  jurisdiction  Line  between  your  State  and  this, 
so  that  nothing  now  remains  io  be  done,  bat  the  appointing  a  Tisie 
for  the  commencemont  of  the  Bosineas  and  making  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  canyins  it  into  execution.  I  should  snppoee  if 
these  were  to  be  submitted  to  the  Gentlemen  respectiyely  appcnnted 
to  perform  the  service,  matters  Might  be  so  concerted  by  Uiem  as 
not  only  to  facilitate  it  and  save  ezpences  but  so  as  best  to  suit  their 
own  Private  Conveniency.  I  shall  be  happy  therefore  if  this  senti- 
ment should  meet  with  your  Excellency's  Concurrence- 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

GEO.  CLINTON.* 
DirecUdf 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Honored  by  V 
Col'o  Wilson,  j 


John  Stoby  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Philadelphia,  May  3d,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  addresmng  your  Excellency  under  the  14th 
ultimo  requesting  an  advance  of  Cash  to  enable  me  to  enter  upon 
the  Business  of  my  office.  In  answer  to  which  Council  was  pleased 
to  inform  me  that  it  was  not  then  convenient  to  make  the  advaoee, 
but  if  on  application  to  Congress  I  could  not  obtain  it,  that  Coundi 
would  make  the  advance  upon  my  Return  to  this  City. 

Agreeable  to  which  Intimation  I  have  made  appKcation  to  die 
Treasury  Board  for  an  advance,  but  could  not  obtain  it  They 
informed  me  there  was  no  cash  in  the  Treasury.  I  did  not  apply  to 
Congress  as  it  would  have  detained  me  several  days,  lliey  being 
determined  not  to  take  up  any  private  application  untill  the  Bosiness 
before  them  is  compleated. 

~  *  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  467. 
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My  nol  suooeeding  at  New  York  obliges  me  to  renew  m j  tpplica- 
tloD  to  Govnoily  end  I  am  under  the  neoessity  of  reqneating  that 
Goonpil  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  five  hundred  Dollars*  When  I 
requested  Three  hmidred  Solbri|  I  did  not  make  a  ealoolation  of 
the  Ezpenoes  I  should  neeessarily  be  at,  and  upon  making  an 
Estimata  find  that  the  sum  now  requested  is  as  little  as  I  can  po»- 
sibly  do  with. 

I  have  reeeived  my  instruotaons  from  Mr.  Milligaui  and  shall  be 
ready  to  proeeed  to  the  plaee  of  my  destination  as  soon  as  I  can 
obtain  cash;  procure  Horses,  &o. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Bespect, 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  Hum.  Servant, 

JNO.  STORY.* 
Directed f 

To  his  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  John  Story,  1786, 

In  Council;  May  Sd,  1785. 
Sir, 

To  enable  you  to  discbarge  the  Duties  of  your  appointment,  we 
have  in  Compliance  with  the  Request  in  your  Iietter  of  this  Day, 
agreed  to  supply  you  with  five  hundred  Dollars. 

We  wish  you  to  enter  upon  the  Execution  of  your  office  as  soon 
as  possible  in  Washington  County,  k  to  proceed  thereon  through  the 
Counties  of  Westmoreland  &  Fayette,  unless  Circumstances  shall 
hereafter  require  any  alteration  of  this  Direction."^ 
Directed f 

To  John  Story,  Esquire,  additional  Commissioner  of  accounts. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  John  Lukbns,  S.  Gbn.,  178& 

In  Council,  May  3d,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  "  Act  for  directing  the  Mode  of  distributing  the  Donation 
Lands,  promised  to  the  Troops  of  this  Commonwealth,^'  orders'that 
the  surveyor  general  shall  forthwith  appoint  Deputies  for  surveyitog 
the  Lots  therein  mentioned. 

♦  See  Col.  Roc.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  886,  899,  461,  462,  and  this  Vol.,  p.  426 
t  See  Col.  Eec.;  Vol.  MV.,  p.  461,  452. 
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We  find  by  a  Report  made  to  as  ihia  Morninff  bj  the  Comptroller 
Oeneml,*  that  it  will  be  neoessary  to  hive  the  Lots  Burvejed  &  bid 
off  in  the  followiDg  nambers  &  qaantitiee :  that  is  to  say,  177 
lots  of  the  first  Description;  each  containing  500  acres ;  88  of  the 
second  Description^  each  containing  300  acres;  186  of  the  third 
Description,  each  containing  250  acres;  ft 21 19 of  the  fonrthJ)efierip- 
tion,  each  containing  200  acres. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  order  your  Deputies  to  take  efieotoal  oare, 
that  the  Lends  remote  from  the  eastern  and  northern  Boandaries  of 
the  State  shall  be  first  surveyedi  ft  that  this  may  be  done  in  sodi 
Manner  as  may  be  best.  We  wish  you  to  avail  yourself  of  all  the 
Information  that  can  be  obtained  from  Wm.  Irvine,  Esquire,  the 
Agent  appointed  by  us  in  pursuance  of  tbe  aforesidd  Act. 

We  rely  upon  your  Prudence  ft  Attention  for  giving  all  the  In- 
structions to  your  Deputies  when  appointed  ft  approved  that  may  be 
requisite  for  carrying  the  act  into  execution. 
I  am  with  much  Esteem,  Sir, 
yr.  most  obdt.  hble.  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 

The  Surveyor  General. 

And'w  Ellicott  to  Prbs,  Dickinson,  1785. 

Sir, 

By  a  Letter  which  I  received  from.  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  dated  the 
28th  of  April ;  I  understand  that  tbe  Executive  Council,  (at  the 
Head  of  which  you  preside,)  have  appointed  me  one  of  your  Com* 
missioners  to  run  the  Western  Boundary  of  your  State  over  the 
Ohio.f  ,  As  I  have  been  employed  in  favour  of  Virginia  on  thki 
business  to  that  River,  I  find  that  I  can  attend  with  convenienoy 
afterward  in  favour  of  Pennsylvania.  I  think  it  would  be  proper 
to  send  the  Commission  either  to  M'  Rittenhouse  or  Cap*  Hutebins, 
as  it  may  miscarry  by  the  way  of  Baltimore.  I  shaU  leave  this 
Place  aad  proceed  for  the  Western  Country  in  two  or  three  Days, 
where  I  expect  to  meet  the  above  Gentlemen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 

Excellencies  Humble  Servt., 

XNFW  ELLICOTT.    , 

Baltimore,  May  4th,  1785. 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  XIV.,  p.  468. 
t  See  lb.  454,  464.         v 
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A  Bbturn  OB  Officers  Eleoteb  agrbbable  to  Hilitu 
-  Law  of  Pbnnstlvania,  1786. 

A  Beturn  of  Officers  duly  Elected  and  Nominated  agreeable  to  the 
Militia  I^tw  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvania. 


1 

When 

Karnes. 

Rank. 

Battalion 

When  Elected. 

Nominated. 

Henry  Rail, 

Lieut, 

Fifth, 

— 
7 

Aug.  80, 1784. 

John  Hawkins, 

Lieut., 

Do., 

5 

Sept  11,1784. 

Andrew  MoBntire, 

Ensign., 

Do., 

6 

Do.  28,     " 

John  Peniss, 

Captain, 

De., 

7 

April  12, 1785. 

Luke  Morries,  jr. 

Captam, 

First, 

8 

AprUlS,    " 

John  Pisant, 

Major, 

Third, 

April  16, 1784, 

John  Woodside, 

Captain* 

Artillery 

•6 

Do.   18,^    " 

John  Rusk, 

Captain, 

Third, 

8 

Do.  21,     " 

George  Nelson, 

Capt  Lt, 

ArtiUery 

6 

Do.   26,     " 

Joseph  Mansfield, 

Lieutenant 

Third, 

8 

Do.   80,     " 

Thomacr  Be7nolds> 

Lieutenant 

First, 

8 

May?,  1786. 

Henry  "Weaver,'      jEnsign., 

Do., 

8 

May  2,       " 

Lambert  Wilmer, 

lUt  Lieut, 

Artillery 

6 

May    2,    «* 

City  Philada.,  Lieutenants  office,  May  5th,  1785. 

WM.  HENItT,lt. 
DwMtdj 

'  Urn  Ezcellenoy,  John  Dickinson,  ESsq.,  President,  and  the  Honor- 
able Ae  Sopreme  ExeoutiYe  Council,  of  the  State  of  Pcnnsyltania. 


pRBS.  Dickinson  to  Col.  F.  Johnston,  178d. 

In  Council,  May  6th,  1785. 
Sir 

As  there  are  great«ciumbers  of  Counterfeit  Certfieates  in  Circu- 
lation, we  wish  that  the  utmost  Care  may  be  used  by  you  to  guard 
against  them,  in  performignthe  Duties  required  of  you  by  the  ''  act 
for  opening  the  Land  office,  for  granting  and  disposing  of  the  un- 
appropriated Lands  within  this  state.'^ 

it  is  therefore  much  to  be  desired,  that  you  should  immediately 
procure  from  the  Continental  offices  such  books  or  Transcripts  as 
may  prevent  any  Imposition,  either  by  nullification  of  Names  ox 

BUQIS. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem,  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  serv't, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Directed^ 

Francis  Johnson,  Esquire,  Receiver  General  of  the  Land  office. 

•  See  GoL  Beo.,  Tel.  XIV.,  p.  465. 
Vol.  X.— 20 
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P&ES.  Dickinson  to  Commissionbrs  on  N.  Y.  Boundary, 

1785. 

OenQeinen, 

I  received  tlie  inclosed  Letter  from  Gov'r  Clinton*  late  last 
night ;  &  as  his  proposal  of  a  Correspondence  between  joa  &  the 
Commissioners  of  the  State  of  New  York;  appears  very  proper  to  be 
adopted^  I  think  it  necessary  that  the  (/ommunication  should  be 
made  to  you,*  before  you  set  out  on  your  journey  to  the  westward. 

I  shall  be  obliged,  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  return  the  inelofliue 
to-day. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  very  h'ble  ser't 

May  8th  1785.  '        JOHN  DICKINSON.f 

Directed^ 

David  Bittenhouse  &  Andrew  Porter,  Esquires. 


David  Rittenhousb  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1785. 

May  8th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  thank  your  Excellency  for  communicating  Governor  Clinton's 
Letter.  I  likewise  received  one  last  evening  from  Mr.  Be  Witt,  one 
of  the  Gentlemen  appointed  by  the  State  of  New  York  for  asoer- 
taining  the  Boundary  Line.  He  proposes  their  meeting  us  at 
Philadelphia  to  conoert  measures  for  carrying  the  business  into 
execution,  and  wishes  to  receive  our  propositions  by  the  next  Posti 
as  he  is  goinjc  to  set  off  .soon  for  Albany.  He  says  they  must 
depend  on  us  for  the  necessary  Instruments.  I  believe  there  is  no 
Instrument  fit  for  the  purpose  in  this  part  of  America  excepting  the 
6  feet  Sector  belonging  to  Mr.  Penn.  But  I  have  been  for  some 
time  employed  in  making  one  which  will  ft  much  more  portable 
than  that  of  Mr.  Penn,  and,  I  doubt  not,  equally  accurate.  It 
might  soon  be  finished  if  I  was  not  obliged  to  go  to  the  westward. 

Whether  the  Northern  Boundary  may  be  deferred,  to  another 
season  Council  alone  can  determine.  I  wish  it  might,  as  it  seems 
scarcely  possible  to  attend  to  both  this  Summer;  if  not  I  see  nothing 
more  eligible  than  the  plan  agreed  on  viz*,  for  me  to  return  some 
time  in  June,  But  I  wish  to  remind  your  Excellency  how  little  my 
Constitution  is  adapted  to  so  much  fatigue. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  ExccU'cys, 

very  -Humble  Servant, 
Directed,  DAV.  RITTENHGUSE-t 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire. 

*  See  page  460. 

t  See  Ool.  Rao.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  467.  %  Ibid.     • 
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Pbes.  Dickinson  to  David  Rittknhousb,  1785. 

Secretarj'a  offioe, 

PhUadelphia,  May  9, 1785. 
Sir, 

Governbr  Clinton's  letter  of  the  2d  of  May  with  the  letters  whiol^ 
passed  yesterday  hetween  you  &  the  President  upon  it,  were  this 
morning  laid  before  Council — who  after  reconsidering  the  subject 
have  thought  proper  to  direct^ -Ihat^ you  &  Coll.  Porter  should  pro- 
oeed  to  the  westward  agreeably  to  their  instructions  of  the  6th  isst. 
and  that  you  should  enter  upon  an  immediate  correspondence  with 
the  New  York  Commissioners  and  with  them;  determine  when  you 
ean  proceed  to  ascertain  the  northern  Line. 
I  am,  Sir^  with  great  regard 

your  obed.  &  very  bnm»  serr'ti 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 

David  Kittenhouse  &  Andrew  Porter,  Esq;'rs. 


Sbc'y  ARMSTRONe  TO  CoL.  J.  Harmar,  1785. 

Sec'y  Office,  PhiladeFa,  10th  May,  1785. 
Sir,  ' 

Indeaed  is  a  seesnd  copy  of  the  late  Resolutions  of  Congress  foK 
raising  a  new  Regim'.  I  have  also  to  repeat  the  requisition  of 
Council  that  you  would  be  as  early  in  communicating  to  them^  the 
names  &o.,  of  such  of  the  officers  as  choose  to  cdtitinue  under  the 
present  arrangeteent,  as  possible. 

Captain  Finney  will  inform  you  of  another  ordinance,  providing 
for  the  discharge  of  the  Troops  now  in  service.  The  time  and  man* 
ner  of  carrying  this  into  effect  are  committed,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War— Council  are  however  of  opinion,  that  should  no  order  of  this 
kind  Teach  you  before  the  enlistment  of  the  Troops  expire,  you  will 
render  a  very  important  service  to  the  State  in  keepi^ng  the  men  to- 
gether untill  the  sense  of  the  Legislature  can  be  taken  upon  thtf 
you  mode  of  raising  their  proportion  of  the  n^w  Corps.  The  Assembly 
will  begin  to  sit  some  time  in  August.  I  have  also  to  inform  that 
under  tbe  very  improper  &  unaccountable  reduction  which  has  been 
made  in  the  pay  of  the  officers — Council  have  thought  it  their  duty 
to  bring  about  if  possible  a  reconsideration*  of  that  part  of  the  Ordi- 
nance &  cannot  but  flatter  themselves  that  such  alteoation  will  yet 

*l3eB' page  440. 
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take  place  as  nrast  make  your  oontinnanoe  in  semce  as  agreeabk  as 
tbej  ooold  wisb  it. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  esteem,  Sir, 

y  mo.  0%'  &  very  Hb.  Sery*,* 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa,  Jr.|  Seo^y. 
Dtreeledf 
To  Lt.  Col.  Josiab  Harmar, 


D.  BiTTENHOUSBy  TbBAS.,  TO  PrBS.  DICKIN8OH,  1785. 

May  10th,  1785. 
Sir, 

Ton  will  please  to  inform  Goundl  that  there  is  at  present  aboQt 
£7000,  of  the  new  paper  money  Signed  and  ready  to  be  issued,  most 
of  the  Signers  are  hot  jnat  entering  on  the  business,  but  so  many  of 
them  are  now  engaged  that  with  very  little  industry  they  ihay  fur- 
nish ;nO,000  V  week  in  fotnie. 
lam  Sir, 

your  Humble  Serv't, 

DAY'D  aiTTBNHOUSB,  Treas. 
Dtrededf 
To  Jobn  Armstrong,  Esquire,  Beoretaxy^ 


Pbb8;  Dickinson  to  Board  of  Wardens,  1785. 

In  Council,  May  11th,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

Inclosed  are  a  Copy  of  a  Contract  made  this  Day  with  Tbomaa 
Davis  in  pursuance  of  your  Recommendation,  &  an  order  on  the 
Treasury  for  four  thousand  &  one  hundred  pounds  payable  to  yon, 
for  enabling  him  to  erect  piers  in  the  River  Delaware  for  sheltering 
shipping. 

As  we  understand,  that  putting  the  Business  into  this  tnun  is 
agreeable  to  you.    We  rely  on  your  knowledge  &  attention  in  snpeN 
intendins  it,  so  that  the  agreement  may  be  strictly  observed,  and  all 
the  pubUo  advantages  derived  from  it  that  are  expected. 
I  am  QenUemen, 

your  most  obed*  Serv^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON.f 
Directed^ 
To  the  Board  of  Wardens. 

*  See  pages  440,  457. 

t  See  CoL  Rec,  ToL  XIV.,  p..468,  468,  474. 
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PrBS.  DfCKINSOK  TO  DbLBGATBS  IN   CONGRBSS,  1785. 

In  Connoil,  May  11th,  1785. 
GentlemeOi  . 

We  are  of  opinioDi  tliat  bj  tbe  Besolution  of  Congress  of  the  12th 

of  last  April,  the  pay  of  the  Lient's  Col.,  Major  &  Captains,  & 

particularly  of  the  first  is  reduced  too  low.  We  therefore  dosiroi  that 

you  would  endea?our  to  obtain  a  Reconsideration  of  that  Ilesolation. 

I  am  with  much  respeoti 

Gen'tn  y  mo.  obd'«  &  yery  h'ble  Servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Dtreeiedj 

To  the  Hon'ble  the  Delegfites. 


Sbo'T  of  OONaKESS  TO  P&BS.  DlCKINSONy  1785. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Hay  12th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  ixansmitting  to  your  Excellenc;jr  an  Act  of 
the  TTnited  States  in  Congress  assembled  for  laying  out  into  distinct 
States  the  western  Territory  ceded  to  the  Union  by  individual  States,  • 
and  stating  the  principle  on  which  the  temporary  and  permanent 
ffoyemments  of  the  New  States  shall  be  established,  also  an  ordinance 
for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  disposinff  of  lands  in  the  western  terri- 
tory and  subsequent  measures  taken  for  carrying  the  ordinance  into 
eflfect. 

Haying  received  no  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  12th  April  last, 
covering  the  Acts  of  the  Ist,  7th  and  12th  of  that  month,  relative  to 
the  raiaag  a  body  of  troops  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  I 
must  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  coidmunicate  to  me  the 
steps  iBkea  by  your  State  for  raising  the  quota  assigned,  that  I  may 
be  enabled  to  make  reporC  inereof. 
With  the  greatest  reqteot 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your 

Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Serv't^ 
:  CHA.  THOMSON.* 

Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

t  gM  Col  Boo.,  YoL'XIV.,  p.  471,  and  page  440  of  this. 
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D,  RxTTBNHOusE  TO  Y.  P.  James  Iryikb,  1785. 

May  12Ui,  1785. 
Dr.  Sir, 

When  the  marking  a  temporary  Line  between  this  State  and  New 
York  was  talked  of  a  small  astronomical  Quadrant  was  purchased 
for  that  purpose,  it  is  very  portable  and  would  be  nseful  on  the 
western  Line,  not  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  Line  or  fixing  the 
K.  W.- Corner  but  for  correcting  the  Geography  of  the  Country,  as 
it  is  public  property  and  at  preeent  in  my  possesBion  1  would  not 
hesitate  to  take  it  with  me  if  I  was  assured  that  it  will  not  be  wanted 
by  the  Gentlemen  who  were  going  on  the  temporary  Line.  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  yon  for  any  information  on  this  matter, 
your's  with  great  respect, 

DAVID  EITTENHOUSE. 
Directedf 

Hon.  James  Irvine,  Esquire,  Y.  President'*' 


Prbs.  DiCKiNSONy  TO  Gov.  OF  New  Jerset,  1785. 

In  Council,  May  13th,  1785. 
JSir, 

We  have  the  Honor  to  inclose  a  Resolution  of  the  General 
^  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  of  the  thirty  first  of  last   March, 
*  concerning  an  object  of  much  Importance  both  to  New  Jersey  & 
Pennsylvania. 

.   I  am  Sir, 

with  great  Bespeot,  &c., 
Dtrectedy 
His  Excellency,  The  Gov.,  of  New  Jersey. 


JOHN'LUKBNS,   S.   G,,  TO   SeCY.  ARMSTRONG,    1785. 

Sorv.  Generals  Office,  14th  May,TL784.t 
Sir, 

I  received  yours  of  yesterday's  date  concerning  the  Commisrioning 
persons  whose  names  were  sent  to  Council  on  the  5th  Inst.|  woa'd 
beg  you  wouM  lay  the  following  facta  before  Council, — as  soon  as 
Gen.  Irvine  was  appointed  agent  to  explore  the  Donation  lands  he 
came  to  ine  and  we  agreed  to  divide  the  same  into  ten  Districta  an 

*  He  was  elected  as  Btiocessor  to  James  Ewing,  .Nov.  6,  1784. — and  re- 
signed Oct.  10,  1785,  and  wsssacceded  bjHon.  Charles  Biddle.  See  CoL 
Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  249,  562. 

f  Indorsed,  May  14th,  1785,  which  is  probably  the  correct  date.  See  CoL 
Eec,  XXV.  p.,  464.  t  ^^^ 
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ntmed  the  Snrveyore,  foar  of  whom  were  officen  of  the  Pesnsylva. 
Line,  and  were  recommended  by  their  Superior  officers,  and  were 
Praotical  Surveyors  in  the  back  Oounties,  to  which  we  added  Six 
more  bb  per  Lut,  sent  to  Council  ye  5th  Inst  at  whieh  time  Mr. 
Watts  coming  in,  desired  me  to  enter  his  son's  name  which  I  did, 
mod  have  also  sent  in  the  names  of  James  Hoge  ft  Peter  Light  since 
for  fear  some  of  the  first  ten  should  disappoint  ns,  foar  of  the  first 
ten  are  Commissioned  ft  the  others  are  sent  for — now  why  the 
eleventh  flhouM  be  pushed  in  before  we  hear  something  from  the  others 
I  sbon^d  be  glad  to  be  informed,  unless  Connoil  have  some  objection 
to  some  of  the  first,  especially  as  Mr.  Watts  objects  to  his  Soft 
coming  to  town  to  take  out  his  Deputation^  ft  Confesses  be  has  not 
been  in  the  praetioe  of  Surveying, 

I  remain  yours  to  serve, 

JNO.  LUKENS,  8.  O. 
Dtreetedf 
^  John  Armstrong  Junr.,  Esqr.,  Secy,  to  Counoil|  present 


Wae  Ofmck  to  Pebs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

(Circular,) 
War  Office,  New  York,  JJay  19th;  1785. 
Sir, 

As  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  war  department  I  have 
to  re<|ue8t  that  your  Excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me 
of  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  raise  the  proportion  of  troops  required  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  12  of  April  last 

It  is  importent  to  the  public  interest  that  these  troops  should  be 
raised  as  soon  as  possible  as  a  great  part  of  them  are  to  attend  the 
commissioners  of  Indian  affairs  upon  tha  Wabash  or  Illinois  the  dia- 
tance  of  which  places  require  that  the.  troops  should  be  put  early 
into  motion  that  the  treaty  may  be  held  in  due  season. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.  KNOX  *   J 
Directed 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
War  Office  H.  Knox. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  XIY.,  p.  465. 


460  PEKNSTLTANI/L  ABOHIVES  1785. 

Fbb8.  DioEnrsoK  to  the  0.  J.  and  othsb  JuBess, 
1785. 

In  Coimoil,  May  21at^  1786. 
GentiemcH)  . 

Haying  on  the  seoond  Tnstant*  oommnnieaAed  to  jon  Infbnnation 
of  Dbtnrbanoes  of  the  pnblio  Peace  in  the  County  of  Northnmberiand, 
we  think  it  proper  to  transmit  to  yon  also  a'  Copy  of  the  Report  made 
to  tts  on  the  ISth,  by  the  Committee  of  The  General  Assembly  on 
the  Wyoming  Baaness  which  you  will  now  receive  wiih  sevenl 
Jnclosnres. 

I  am  with  great  Esteem^ 

Gentlemen^  your  most  obedt  &  hUe.  .Sarvt, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  The  Chief  Justice^  ft  the  other  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Magistrates  and  Shebxp^-of  Northumbbrlanb  Oouktt, 

1785. 

In  Cbuncil,  May'2l8t,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

We  are  informed,  that  many  very  oatragons  Disturbances  of  the 
public  peace  have  lately  been  committed  in  your  County  by  persons 
not  claimiDg  Land?  under  this  Commonwealth. 

We  expect,  that  you  will  properly  exercise  the  authority  vested 
in  you  by  Law  for  preserviug  the  reace,  and  apprehending,  com- 
mitting  and  punishing  those  who  break  the  same. 

We  have  written  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Conrtf  who  ai« 
expected  to  be  soon  at  Sunbary,  desiring  them  when  they  shall  bo 
there,  to  make  jthe  due  Enquiries,  ft  direct  legal  Measures  to  be 
immediately  prosecuted. 

I  am,  &c.,  ftc. 
Directed y,  • 

The  Magistrates  ft  Sheriff  of  Northumberland  County. 


Pres.  Diceinsok  to  War  Office,  1785* 

In  Council,  May  21st,  1785. 
Sir, 

This  day  we  have  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Letter  of  the 
nineteenth.]; 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of  April  has  been  transmitted  by 
us  to  Col.  Harmar;  and  as  the  general  assembly  is  adjourned  to 

*  See  page  448.  f  See  page  448. 

t  See  page  469, 
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tbe  28d  of  Angnpty  we  have  given  him  our  opinian,  that  if  no  order 
for  the  Disebarge  of  tbe  Troops  reaches  him  before  the  Inllstment 
fixpiresi  he  will  render  an  important  service  to  the  State,  in  keeping 
the  Men  together,  nntill  the  Sense  of  the  Legislature  can  be  taken 
upon  the  M^e  of  raisiag  the  proporUon  of  Pennsylvania. 

If  snob  an  order  for  the  Discharge  of  the  Troops  should  be  given, 
we  apprehend,  many  very  considerable  Inconveniences  will  neces- 
sarily result  firom  the  Measure. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  serv't, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 

Oenl.  Knox. 
Directed. 

The  Honmrable  John  Diokinson,  Esq're,  President  of  the  Supremo 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Thos.  Smith,  L.  0.,  T;p  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1786. 

Philad'a,  May  2l8t,  1785. 

Sir, 

The  money  received  on  your  Excellency's  order  is  nearly  paid 
a^ay — please  to  Issue  an  order  for  a  further  sum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Y  Excellencj's  most  obed.  h'ble  Serv., 

THOS.  SMITH,  CI.  L.  Office 
for  the  State  Pennsylvania.'!' 


Sec'y  or  CoNGKEss  TO  Pres.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

May  31st,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  two  acts  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assemblea,  one  passed  the  8d  November, 
1783,  directing  the  paymaster  Oenoral  to  deposit  in  the  hands  of 
regimental  agents  the  Certificates  for  tbe  arrears  of  pay  due  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  respective  lines  of  the  late  army  to  be  by 
them  delivered  to  the  Individuals  or  deposited  for  their  benefit  as 
the  supreme  Executive  ctf  their  respective  States  shall  direct.  The 
other  passed  the  27th  of  the  present  month  requesting  the  Legia- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  466. 
t  Ibid  p.  466. 
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latnre  of  tbe  reap^stive  States  to  eftnse  the  Bemees  <tf  ibe  saii  igcRiis 
to  be  examined,  and  make  them  aoofa  allowanoe  as  they  may  think 
them  entitled  to.  Your  Exoellenoy  will  be  pleaeed  to  lay  thow 
before  the  Legislature  of  yonr  state  and  commuBioate  to  mo  thiir 
determination,  that  I*  may  report  the  same  to  OongresB. 
With  great  Respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  BzceUeney'fl  moat  obedient 

and  iaoBt  humble  sery't, 
CHA.  THOMSON.* 
Directed 
His  Exoellenoyi  The  President  of  Pensylvania. 


8 
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Dear  Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  yon  Mr.  Thompson  has  famished  me  with  copy's  of 
two  depositions  &  a  copy  of  the  Bill  of  Sale  for  the  Rains  of  the 
Garrison  at  Pittsbui^h,  and  an  Inventory  of  the  purchase, »  great 
part]  of  which,  has  since  that  time  been  made  use  of  for  the  Garrison 
youncil  wtU  please  to  direct  as  how  to  proceed ;  if  Council  should 
be  of  opinion  to  have  them  sold ;  I  could  wish  Mr.  Trimble  to  hare 
the  Neoessary  advertisement  inserted  in  the  papers  &  furnish  me 
with  one  of  the  papers.  I  would  just  mentioui  that  I  think  it 
would  be  neoessary  for  Council  to  apply  to  Congress,  to  order  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  order  the  Commanding  officer  at  the  time  of 
his  removal  to  give  the  possession  to  such  person  or  persons  as 
Council  shall  direct  to  receive  the  same ;  it  may  perhaps  be  a  means 
of  preventing  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

your  very  humble  Servant, 

-   MICH.  HUFFNAGLE-t 

Mr.   Thompson  is  perfectly  agreed  with  any  proceedings   of 
Council. 

Hanna's  Town,  May  6th,  1785. 
Directed, — (On  Public  Service.) 

Gen'l  John  Armstrong,  jr.  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 


No.  1. 
Deposition  of  Doesbt  Pbkticost. 

PredTc  County,  ss. 

This  dav  came  Dorsey  Penticost  of  lawfiil  age  before  the  Com- 
missioners Ippointed  bv  the  Honble  Assembly  and  Gonyestion  for 
Bettling  the  accts.  of  the  late  Expedition  under  Lord  Dunmore,  ^ 
being  sworn  upon  the  holy  Evangelists  deposeth  &  sayeth  that  ho 

»  See  Col.   Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  471,  472. 
t  See  Ibid.,  472,  4da 
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iaw  a  ^Letter  from  Oen'l  Oage,  dated  in  the  winier  1772,  wfaieh 
■eemad  to  be  an  answer  to  a  iUmonslranoe  from  the  Inbabitants  of 
Fort  Pitt,  desiring  to  Pnrshaae  the  Rains  of  Fort  Pitt;  wherein  he 
informs  them  be  had  reed,  a  retnrn  from  Major  Bdmonstone  inform*- 
ing  him  he  had  sold  the  Premises  to  Alez'r  Ross  &  Willkm 
TboinpsoDy  which  sale  was  good  and  by  his  orders. 

DORSET  PENTICOST. 
Sworn  befDre  me,  this  23d  of  Oct,  1775. 

ISAAC  KITE. 
(Copy.) 

No.  2. 

DBPOsnioilT  QF  Gkorge  Roots. 


PredT:  County,  ss. 

This  day  eame  Georee  Roots  of  Lawful  age  before  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Honble  the  Assembly  &  Convention  for 
settling  the  Militia  aocts.  of  the  late  Expedition  under  Lord  Dun- 
more,  &  being  irwom  upon  the  holy  evangcKstSy  deposeth  and  sayeth 
that  AlezV  Ross  of  Fort  Pitt  shew'd  him  a  Bill  of  sale  from  Major 
Edmonstone,  (who  this  deponant  nnderstood,  Commanded  at  Fort 
Pitt  at  the  time  the  sale  was  made)  to  Aiex'r  Ross  &  William 
Thompson  for  all  the  Ruins  of  Fort  Pitt^  &  its  appendages  for  a 
valuable  Consideration  after  the  said  Fort  was  dismantled  & 
evacuated  by  the  Kings  Troops  ]  and  the  said  Alex'r  Ross  shew'd 
this  deponant  a  Letter  from  Col.  Robinson,  who  this  deponant  was 
informed  was  the  Barrack  Master  Ocn'l  in  America,  which  Letter 
seemed  to  be  in  answer  to  one  written  by  the  said  Ross  to  the  said 
Col.  Robinsoui  where  he  informs  him,  'twas  always  customary  to 
sell  the  Ruins  of  Forts  whenever  they  were  evacuated  by  the  Kings 
Troops.  That  the  King  was  never  adjudged  a- vicious  intruder  but 
bad  a  right  to  sell  the  Ruins  of  FortS|  whenever  left  by  bis  Troopsi 
&  therefore  bis  Purchase  was  good.  . . 

GEO.  ROOTS- 
Sworn  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  Oct.,  1775. 

ISAAC  KITE. 
(Copy.) 
No.  8. 
Bill  of  Salb,  &o. 

Know  all  Meo  by  these  presents  that  I  Charles  Edmonstono^ 
fiea^ Captain  his  Msjest/s  18th  or  Royal  Re^ment  of  Foot  of 
Ireiaiid,  and  Oommanding  at  Fort  Pitt,  for  and  ra  coneideratton  of 
the  ram  of  KtPf  Pounds,  N^  York  Ounency  to  me,  in  hand  paid 
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PlrariMe  flf  Pc 

a«F«tPitt;  tW 

BHgMMi  aai  ttU  «  WiUf  «f  I 

AkxudcrBw;  All  tW  Pie^iila,  Bricki,  SIbm,  TiiBhcr,  m4  Ino, 
vliich  M«  H  M  tW  B«l£^  «r  WaDs  «f  Ibe  Pert,  wd  ia  the 
Rado«bta  to  Wa«w^isbed  W  a4cr  of  kk  Bsnaicacy  tlie  HosUe 
liest.  GeBsal  T^dsw  Ga^eT  CcwBwder  ia  (^^  of  kis  Majutfu 
¥cKss'mS<mikAmaim.  To  kmf«  aad  to  koM  the  sud  Bn^uMd 
Piddlte,  Bneks,  StAwei,  Tinbcr  sad  Ins,  mIo  the  aid  WiUiaa 
IVspsioB  J^  Akz*r  RcM,  cbcar  Eastin,  aisBL  &  Mi^;u  teever. 
A»d  1  tke  wd  Clor^ei  £a»cMliw.  ia  behalf  of  the  cron,  ahaH 
a»d  vill  Wanant  &  forerer  de£e»d  a^aisit  all  Penoaa^  bj 
praKBtB  the  nid  Barpiaed  PicjaiwiB  VBto  tiw  and  Williaa  ^ 
•OB  Ic  AkxV  Kohl,  their  EiemUaa  aad  Aflsgas.  la  Wit 
vbemcii;  I  bare  bereasto,  set  aij  baad  k  seal  the  fteatb  daj  of 
October,  az>e  tb:*cau»d  ceres  l-cDdred  k  iereDtr-SwoL 

C51p«^  )  CHA  S  EDJIOXSTOXK,  [skai.] 

SfDcd,  SaU  k  d^IiTCflvd^. 

la  Piaseaee  of,  ^ 

£dB'd  Piideaax,  i 

£dTdHa&d; 

1^44.1*>?  Biieks 

Saihdrj  Biicks,  kc^  Raq^.  ia  tie  Goi*  H^hk, 
S^Liriij  Sqaire  k  aa  Sioaet  ia  the  Walis  of  the  Fot^ 
£A>:t>  Fkkitta, 

4pl>d  Feet  of  Walamt  SnaiiHafr 
4£^  Foeief  PUak, 
16  Dxaobk  Fraaes  {#  Bamck  Boe«^ 
2^0  Feet  of  S^iiare  TinW, 

A  Si|aare  LcJ^  Honae^  5C>  Feet  kiog, 
2  Aeddiibte,  ^  Stecks  of  CLifiS£j& 


IL  HrTFXAGLB  TO  GSST.  J.  AmXSTlOSG,  1785. 

I  taSke  ^  firsi  opfcrtaaitr  of  iafrrBDh:^  jroa  to  aeatka  to  CammeSL 
that  OB  the  ekrecik  iasauit  aboat  cag^t  ni'c^otk  of  tbe  Fnaia^  a 
Dekvare  ladUa  Naiaed  NaKao|:btaqQ]e  oa  the  other  ade  of  ADe- 
gbaaj  RiTerofposte  I^usliiigb,  K;J\i  one  Joba  Saitb^  A  aoaaded 
three  Meaat  tbe  saate  time — ««bad  him  takca,Abe  iaaov  aecaied 
ia  tbe  Gamsoa  at  this  pJaee — ve  bai«  also  bad  aa  laqaisitioa  bdd 
A  it  IB  faaod  hf  tbes  WilAiU  llvder.  Too  H  pkne  ta  — aHwa 
Ibis  lo  Coaadi  for  ibe«  to  appoint  soae  Mode  fm  Ua  trial,  at  the 
lababitaats  iaf|neH  that  it  au^t  be  dcae  as  aeoa  as  panUa  for 
faar  of  aa  caoifc  or  fbro^  aa  tbeia  are  b«t  n  McB  aav  la  ffHvi  Iba 
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Fprtt,'  and  if  CouBcil  stioald  think  it  Neoesatry  to  iend  for  some  of 
AeCbiefiB  of  bis  Nation  to  bo  present  at  the  tiaae  of  trjal. 
I  bare  tbe  honor  to  be 

your  most  oVt  H'ble  Serv't, 

MIOH.  HUFFNAGLE* 
Kttsburgb,  May  13th,  1785. 

(On  Publio  Service,) 
!  To   Gen'l  John    Armstrong,  Jr.,  Secretary,  to  the    Sapream 
Sxecutive  Oaanoll,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  J.  HaiAur  to  Pres.  Diokinson,  1785. 

Fott  Mcintosh,  May  24th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  was  honoured  last  evening  with  your  Letter  of  the  26th  nit*, 
inclosing  me  the  late  resolution  of  Congress  respecting  a  new 
arrangement  of  the  Corps. 

Inclosed  be  pleased  to  receive  a  list  of  the  Officers  who  are  wil- 
ling to  continue  upon  the  present  establishment.  If  two  Captains 
only  are  to  be  appointed,  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  seniority. 

Lieut  Herbert  has  been  suspended  in  his  command  the  chief  part 
of  the  time  since  the  Corps  was  raised,  and  in  my  opinion  is  unworthy 
of  command. 

The  reduction  of  the  Pay  of  the  Officers  appears  to  be  rather  par- 
simonious. What  tho  views  of  Congress  may  be,  in  abridging  the 
pay,  ibd  Officers  know  not.  If  his  Excellency  the  President  &  the 
Honorable  the  Council  should  think  proper  to  continue  me,  I  am 
willing  to  reinain  upon  the  present  arrangement. 

Fay  &  Subsistence  (any  further  than  to  support  the  rank  &  Dignity 
of  an  Officer,)  I  despise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  &  very  Vble  Serv't, 

JOS.  HABMAR,  Lt.  Col.  Com.t 
JDirecied, 

•To  libe  Honorable  John  Armstrong,  Esqr.,  Secretary  to  Council^ 
Philadelphia. 

Hon'd  ^  Lt.  Doyle. 

*  flee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  471.    f  Ibid.  473,  480. 
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Namoi  and  Bank  of  tbe  Offioen  of  tlie  Pennsjitttnia  Iia%  wko  aro 
at  present  in  the  aerriee  of  the  United  States  and  are  willing  to 
remain  upon  the  Establishment  agreeable  to  tbe  Act  of  Cimgreas, 
of  the  7th  of  April,  1785. 


Names. 


Josiah  Harmari 
Walter  Finneji 
Dayid  Zeigler, 
William  MeCnrdy, 
Thomas  DooglasS| 
Joseph  AshtoOi 
Stewart  Herbert^ 
Erknries  Beattj, 
Thomas  Doyle, 
John  Armstrong, 
Ebeneser  Denny, 
Nathan  McDowell, 
John  MoDowell, 
Riehard  Allison, 


Bank. 
Lieutenant  C 
Captain, 
Oaptain^ 
€aptain, 
Captain, 
Lieutenant. 
LieuteDaut, ' 
Lieutenant, 
Lieutenant, 
Ensign, 
Ensign, 
Ensign, 
Surgeon^ 
Mate. 


I  Dates  of  appointmenla. 


12th  August,  1784. 
12th  Aqgi&t,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12tfa  August,  1784. 
12th  Augvst,  1784. 
I2th  August,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  Augost,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
21st  October,  1784. 
12th  August,  1784. 
12th  August.  1784. 


olonel. 


JOS.  HABMAR, 

L'  GoL  Com't 


Fort  Mcintosh,  May  24th,  1785. 


Ba>b.  Galbratth  to  F&B8.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Pittabuig  May  25th,  1785. 
*^is  Exoollenoy  John  Djokinson  Esquire., 

May  it  please  jour  Excellency  the  Indian,  who  is  now  confined  in 
the  Qarrbon  at  this  place  is  anxious  to  be  tried  as  npeedily  as  may 
be,  and  receive  the  doom  he  so  justly  deserves.  The  Militia  of 
Washington  County,  have  made  two  attempts  to  break  the  Dungeon 
where  he  is  confined,  and  Tommibawk  him.  Captn.  Lucket  who 
Commands  the  Oarrison  at  this  place,  has  but  four  Men,  who  are 
not  snflicient  to  keep  Gentry  over  him,  even  supposing  no  attempts 
were  made  to  rescue  him.  The  Inhabitants  therefore  have  been 
obliged  to  moant  Guard  for  some  nights  paat  nntill  n  few  Men  were 
sent  by  Colonel  Harmar  from  If  cintosh  to  our  relief. 

Last  Saturday  night  the  first  attempt  was  made  by  near  fifty  men 
armed  with  Rifles  and  axes,  who  had  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night 
forced  their  way  into  the  Garrison,  but  through  the  vigilanoe  of 
Capt,  Lucket  and  his  few  men,  the  Justices  and  other  Citiaens,  they 
were  dispersed  without  any  Damage  being  done.  Next  Monday  mor- 
ning between  Daybreak  and  sunrise,  another  party,  consisting  of 
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Aifty  or  thereaboatBy  were  disooTered  by  Oaptn,  Lueket  and  Oolooel 
Bailer  wilbin  a  few  yards  ef  the  Garrisen  Gate,  tbey  ^ad  got  be- 
iweea  Ihem  and  the  G«te  before  they  were  disoovered,  and  npon 
Claptn.  Laoketa  ordering  the  Gate  to  be  shut  a  namber  of  them  pre- 
aented  their  Riflea  oook'd  to  his  Breaat,  when  one  of  the  Juatices  of 
the  peace  began  to  Bead  the  Riot  act,  they  preaented  their  Gtins  at 
bim  in  the  \m  manner^  in  thia  aitnatton  the  Inhabitfcinta  exerted 
themselvea  and  diaamied  them  withont  any  lives  being  loat. 

A  number  of  them  lun  off  imraediately,  others  were  taken  and 
disarmedy  but  refusing  to  give  Bail,  the  Justioes  wrote  tbeir.Gom^ 
mitment;  bat  some  how  tbey  made  their  escape  from  the  ipder 
sheriff  leating  behind  them  a  number  of  Guns. 

In  this  situation  I  earnestly  request  your  Excellency  to  Oom- 
missonate  two  more  Gentlemen  of  this  pfocoi  to  try  the  Indian  with«> 
out  delay,  and  if  your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Oounml 
would  think  proper,  to  send  hia  Death  warrant  at  the  same  time  by  ~ 
way  of  IKspatefii  it  would  sooner  ease  the  minds  of  the  people. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  conviction.  I  was  one  of  the  Inquest 
held  upon  the  Body  of  John  Smith,  and  heard  all  the  evidence.  Since 
8mitb  Died,  another  of  the  Men  wounded,  named  Benjamin  Jones 
has  also  Died  the  eight  or  ninth  Day  after  he  was  stabbed,  the  «tber 
two  it  is  thought  will  recover. 

The  Indian's  name  is  Mamaohtagwin,  in  English  the  HurrioaD| 
the  most  violent  and  Bloody  Oatiff  of  the  Delaware  Tribe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  due  respect  and  esteem, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed.  humb.  servt. 

ROBERT  GALBRAITH. 


Michael  Hufpkagls  to  James  Irvine,  1785  • 

Dr.  Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  yon  last  ooocsmiag  the  Murder  committed  by  the 
la^ns,  we  have  had  several  disturbanoea  here  by  the  Alilitk  of 
Washington  County.  Last  Saturday  about  eleven  o'clock  at  Night 
ft  party  of  thirty  Nine  entered  the  Garrison  &  took  possession  of  the 
Ordinance  &  demanded  the  Commanding  officer  Captain  Luckett  to 
deliver  op  the  Prisoner  to  them.  After  some  dispute  &  reasoning 
about  the  matter  they  went  of  in  this  party,  whom  that  we  Knew, 
Philp  Ross,  John  Bill,  Linett,  Beliefs,  George  Red- 

man. A  second  partyappeared  again  on  Monday  morning  a  little  after 
aun  rise  k  took  the  Commanding  officer  prisoner  &  were  marching 
him  off,  when  through  the  exertion  of  the  Inhabitants  &  five  or  six 
Soldiers  he  was  r0lieved  &  Seven  of  the  party  taken  prisoners  &  dis- 
armed three  of  whom  to  wit,  Joseph  McDermett,  William  Vaughan, 
&  isaao  Joatiee  entered  into  Recognizance  for  their  i^peaxaiwe  to 
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luiflwer  when  dalled  on — one  Kenoedyy  Williamfl,  &  two  Lcmgi^ 
were  oommittod  |o  Gastodjt  of  the  Dep^y  Sheriff  Mr.  Sample,  while 
he  was  prepariDg  to  take  thepi  off  they  made  their  fsoapes.  GoL 
Harmar  on  mj  application  has  aent  to  this  place  Captain  McCnrdj 
with  a  party  of  Men  as  a  Guard  untill  wo  snail  hear  from  Goaml 
(if  it  can  be)  I  would  wish  a  special  Commission  to  be  sent  for  the 
trial  of  the  prisoner  at  this  plaee  &  a  Blank  Death  Warrant.  The 
above  named  Williams  is  an  officer  of  Militia,  in  Washington  Goantj 
and  it  appears  by  Testimony  that  he  in  a  regolar  manner,  warned 
ont  the  last  party  on  a  tower  of  duty. 

I  also  wish  to  mention  for  you  to  inform  <7onncil  that  ainoe  I 
wrote  you  last,  Craig  &  Bayard  have  brought  an  £i)eetment  by  Mr. 
Brackenridge  against  Captain  Luckett  for  the  garrison  at  this  plaee 
he  requested  me  to  mention  this  that  the  Honble  Council  may  take 
order  thereon  &  if  necessary  to  give  instructions  to  the  agents  eon- 
oeming  the  same,  he  says  that  he  has  no  orders  from  Congress  for 
leaving  the  post  &  untiU  he  reoeives  such  order,  he  is  determined 
to  remain  in  possession,  the  Indians  lately  have  committed  seveni 
Murders  &  Robberies  down  the  Ohio  River,  one  of  the  Men  that  the 
Indian  wounded  on  the  Reserved  tract  opposite  this  place  is  since 
dead.    . 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  very  Hbie.  Servt. 

MICH.  HUFFNAGLE. 

Pittsburg,  May  27th,  1785,  Genl.  Armstrong,  jr. 


Managebs  of  State  Lotteey  to  Pebs.  Diceinsok,  1785. 

State  Lottery  Office,  May  8lBt,  1785. 
May  it  please  the  Council, 

Wo  beg  leave  to  inform  yonr  Honorable  Board  that  on  the  12th 
Instant  we  eompleated  the  drawing  of  the  Lottery.  That  6360 
Tickets  being  unsold  were  drawn  at  the  ruqne  of  the  Lottery. 

That  12  Tiokete  were  given  as  gratuities,  &  that  the  remaining 
8619  were  disposed  of  at  4  Dollars  each  making  4he 
Sum  of  14476 

That  the  Priaes  drawn  by  those    - 
8619  tHckete  amounted  to'  12170 

The  deduction  from  which  being      1845  45 
there  remain  to  be  pigd  in  Prises  10344  45 

The  Produce  of  the  first  Cbss  is  therefore  Dolls.   4131  |} 

The  strictest  compiianoe  with  the  Orders  of  Council  as  to  the 

time  of  drawing  this  Class  &  the  punctuality  with  which  the  Priaes 
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have  been  paid  seem  to  have  siven  general  satififaotion  and  we  are 
of  opinioii  that  a  short  day  being  fixed  for  the  drawing  of  the ' 
second  Glass  will  very  mneh  contribute  to  its  sncoess.    We  shall 
be  ready  to  proceed  by  thq  2d  Day  of  August  next  if  ^Council 
approve  thereof. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  most  obed.  humb.  ServantSi 
M.  HILLEOAS, 
B.  FULLER, 
MATTH.  CLARKSON. 
Directed, 
The  Hon(n:able  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Col.  Jos.  Habmar  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Fort  Mcintosh^  June  Ist^  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  hon^r  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency  &  the  honorable 
Council  a  monthly  return  of  this  date  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

In  consequence  of  the  resolution  of  Oongtcss  of  the  7th  April 
last,  I  am  duly  expecting  instruetions  from  your  Excellency  So  the 
honorable  Council  to  disdiarge  the  men,  aud  to  reenlist  for  three 
years,  such  as  are  willing  to  serve — ^The  reduction  of  the  officers  pay, 
in  our  humble  opinion,  is  very  parsimonious — ^The  pay  of  the 
soldiers  (provided  regular  monthly  or  weekly  payments  take  place) 
is  quite  sufficient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

.    with  the  highest  esteem  &  respect 

your  Excellency's  &  the  Honorable  ConnciFs 
most  h'ble  &  obed't  serv't, 
JOS.  HARMAR,  Lt  Col.  Com'd  1st  A.  Regt  * 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  president  k  The  Honorable 
iihe  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 
Honored^   ) 

Gen'l  St.  Clair,  j 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  478. 
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Sbo'y  Armstrong  to  Jamrs'  Wilson,  1785. 

Philad'a,  Socretary's  Office,  2  June,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  to  inolose  a  copy  of  the  Beport  of  a  Committee 
of  the  Gen.  Assembly  appointed  by  a  reaolution  of  the  8th  of  April 
last  "  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Wyoming  re- 
"  specting  the  disputes  &  disorders  subsisting  there,  with  a  number 
of  papers  to  which  it  refers. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respeot 

your  most  obedient  Bervant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 

Hon,  James  Wilson,  Esq. 


MoNB.  Db  Mabbois  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1786. 

A  New  York,  le  4  Juin,  1785. 
Monsieur,  *  * 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'inforpier  Votre  Excellence  qu'en  cons^uence  de 
la  n^cessit^  oil  j'ai  M  de  auivre  le  Gongr^s  &  New  York,  j'ai  nomm^ 
mon  fr^re  pour  remplir  &  Philadelphie  les  fonctions  de  Vioe-Gonsul 
aupr^  de  TEtat  de  Pensylvanie:  les  r^lutions  du  Congr^  da 
14.  T^**  1781  prefl(»'{vent  la  forme  dans  laquelle  oette  nomiBalion 
doit  $tre  rendue  publique,  et  en  conformity  k  oes  resolutions  j'ai 
rhonneur  de  tous  prier  d'acoorder  au  S.  Pierre  Frangois  Barhi  de 
Marbou  ion  Exequatur  en  qualiU  de  Vice- Consul  auprh&  de  VEtal 
de  Pensylvanie,  et  de  vouloir  hien  en  f aire  f aire  la  publication  dans 
Us  gazettes  suivant  la  forme  usiiee, 

Je  sois  aveo  respect  ettine  consideration  distingu^e, 
Monsieur, 

De  Votre  Excellence 

Le  tr^s  humble  et  tr^  obeissant  serviteur 
DE  MARBOIS. 


Proposals  fob  Building  Piers  at  Marcus  Hook,  1786, 

Proposals  for  Building  &  compleating  Peers  at  Marcus  hook  of  the 

following  Dlmentions,  vi£., 

The  first  Pear  to  be  sunk  opposite  to  Robert  Moulder's  wharf 
sixty  feet  by  26  feet  at  top,  the  space  between  it  &  Moulder's  whar^ 
40  ft.  sleepers  to  be  laid  over  the  space  &  plancked  with  2  J  In.  Oak 
plank. 
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The  Second  peer  to  .be  sunk  30  feet  distant  &  oppoBite  tbe  fint, 
70  by  30  feet  at  top,  deepen  to  be  laid  over  the  spaee  &  planeked 
with  2^  Oak  planck. 

Third  ft  fourth  pears  of  the  above  dlmentionB  spaoes,  &  distancea 
the  same,  also  the  sleepers  &  platforms  alike. 

Fifth,  Moulders  wharf  to  be  made  10  ft.  wider  on  the  south  side. 

The  whole  of  the  work  to  be  compleated  in  a  workman  like 
manner,  with  the  three  npper  rounds  of  heart  pine  or  white  Oak 
Xk^  ;  Inolnding,  timber,  Iron  work,  filling  &  every  other  ezpenee 
attending  the  s*  work  i  for  the  sum  of  Five  thousand  seven  hundred 
pounds  to  be  paid  in  apeoia,  ft  in  the  following  manner,  That  ia  to 
say,  the  sum  of  One  thooaand  pouoda,  dowii|  fifteen  hundred  poand, 
when  the  two  laaide  pears  are  sunk,  fifteen  hundred  pounds  when 
the  two  outside  pears  are  sunk,  five  hundred  pounds  when  the 
inside  pears  are  raised  to  high  water  mark  ft  filed  accordingly,  five 
hundred  pounds  when  the  outside  pears  are  raised  to  high  water 
mark  and  filed  accordingly,  ft  the  Bum  of  Seven  hundred  pounds 
when  the  whole  of  the  work  shall  be  compleatly  finished. 

The  two  inside  pearsj  platforms  ft  MoidLder's  wharf  widened  to  be 
oompleated  on  or  before  25  day  of  December  next  ensuiug. 

The  two  outside  pears  ft  platforms  to  be  compleated  on  or  before 
the  25  day  of  December^  1786. 

JOSHUA  HUMPHBEY,  Jun.* 

June  8, 1785, 
Directedf 

Tbe  Board  of  Wafdens  for  the  port  of  PbUaddpbia. 


Sec'y  of  Conqrbss  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 
«  June  9th,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  an  act  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  for  the  relief  of  the  officers. 
Soldiers  and  Seamen  who  have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war. 

As  the  condition  of  many  of  these  unfortunate  men  who  have 
a  daiin  not  merely  on  the  humanity,  but  on  the  gratitude  and  justice 
of  their  Country,  demands  immediate  attention,  I  have  the  firmest 
confidence  that  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  will  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  making  the  provision  recommended  b  the  inclosed 
act. 

Having  received  no  answer  to  my  ietter  of  the  12th  April  Itst 
covering  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  1st,  7th  ft  12th  of  that  month 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  XIY.  p.  474. 
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^  tdadve  to  the  lusing  a  bodj  of  Troops  for  tho  purposes  therein 

^  mentionedi  I  mdst  oontinue  my  request  that  your  Exoellenoy  would 

be  pleased  to  oommnnicate  to  me  the  steps  taken  by  the  state  of 

I  PeuBsylvania  for  raising  the  quota  assignedi  that  I  may  be  enaUed 

to  make  report  to  Congzess. 
I  WHb  the  greatest  respeot 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be 
^  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant, 
CHA.  THOMSON.* 
Direded, 

His  EzeelleBey,  the  Premdent  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylyania. 


Journal  of  Congress  missingi  yis. : 
From  January  Ist,  1779,  to  Janury  1st,  1780. 

November  3d,  1782,  to  November  8d,  1783. 

June  1784^  from  page  314  to  the  Adjournment  of  CongresSi 
Trenton. 

Frtyn  the  meeting  of  Congress  at  Trenton^  on        to  the  2d  day 
oi  February;  1785. 


Opinion  of  Hon.  Obo.  Brtan,  1786. 

Philadelphia,  IQ^  June,  1785. 

.Sir, 

You  were  pleased  to  ask  wj  opinion  concerning  the  tryal  of  the 
Indian  nam^  Mamachtag^in,  who  is  prisoner  at  Pittsburgh; 
charged  with  the  murder  of  one,  if  not  two,  white  men,  whose  names 
are  not  fully  given :  that  is  to  say,  how,  where,  &  by  what  authority 
the  Homicide  should  be  inquired  of  and  adjudged. 

The  letter  you  put  in  my  hands  from  Bobert  Oalbraith,  Esquire,'}' 
is  so  veiy  bare  of  circumstances,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  consider 
ihe  case  with  the  precision  it  ought. 

Even  the  County  where  the  fact  was  perpetrated,  is  not  given :  But 
if  k  be  suppfosed  that  it  happened  within  Westmoreland,  another 
question  arisesi  was  it  remote  from  inkahitanU  f  For  if  it  were,  thoQ 
Aie  tryal  should  be  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia ;  otherwise  it  must 
be  in  the  proper  County. 

By  what  you  dropt  about  this  matter,  I  surmise  that  it  passed  oH 
the  north  ^er  northwest  of  the  OhiO|  not  far  from  Pittsburgh )  conse- 
quently not  remoU  from  inhabitants^  as  the  Act  of  1744|  (see  pagtf 

♦  Sm  CoL,  Rec.,  VoL  XTV.,  p.  478. 
t  Bee  page  i66. 
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200  of  Ross  df  GaOowajf's  oompildmetit  of  the  Aoti  of  AssemUy  of 
the  late  ProTinoe,)  looeeij  has  it.  And  1  am  clear,  that  if  there  be 
SDj  doubt  on  this  head,  the  doubt  Bhoald  be  decided  Id  favour  of 
trjal  by  the  Vicinage,  which  ia  according  to  common  law.  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  Indian,  if  he  demands  it,  has  a  right  to  a  par^ 
Jury,  half  foreigners.  W-  Fenn,  the  founder,  in  1683,  leattbliahed 
something  of  this  nature,  in  respect  to  damages  done  by  Indians; 
and  I  have  in  my  memory  some  traces  of  a  tryai  formerly  at  Cheeteri 
of  an  Indian  for  rape,  where  six  Indians  were  called  in.  The  law, 
howeyerj  concerning  mediatatem  lingusa,  does  not  require  that  the 
aliens  be  of  the  nation  to  which  the  accused  belongs. 

Your  diffioulty  does  not,  however,  arise  upon  the  point  stated  k 
discussed  already.  It  is  rather  upon  the  authority  of  the  President 
4f  Council  to  issue  a  special  Gommisdon  to  persons  .irho  are  not 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  hear  &  determine  concerning  this  or 
other  similar  cases.  The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  above  two 
years  ago,  were  questioned  by  the  President  &  Council  on  this  head, 
&  I  then  gave  myopinioutia  the  affirmative,  with  reasons  for  it"^  To 
this  I  beg  leave  to  refer.  There  need  little  be  added  now,  nnless 
that  it  appears  by  the  Act  of  1744,  above  recited,  that  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  were  not,  at  the  passing  of  it^  supposed  to  h^  the 
only  justices  of  Oyer,  Terminer  &  goal  delivery,  competent  to  try 
capital  offences.  The  practice  was  not  unknown  before  the  Revo- 
lution, &  a  capital  punishment  was  inflicted  at  Bedford,  since  the 
revolution,  by  virtue  of  a  Commission  of  this  nature. 

M'  Oalbraith's  Idea  of  sending  up  the  death  warrant  before  trial, 
is  extravagant.  But  by  the  common  law,  the  Court  which  tries 
should  pronounce  judgment  &  award  Execution  thereof  also;  &  the 
Act  for  the  advancement  of  justice,  section  6^^^  enables  the  judges  to 
award  &  order  Execution  to  be  done. 

The  fteferefooe  to  Council,  &  the  Warrant  from  the  honourable 
board  for  the  actual  execution,  is  but  an  usage  introduced  by  a  spirit 
of  Ciemeney,  &  more  suitable  to  the  State  of  PennsyWimia  formerly, 
when  the  Province  consisted  of  three  small  CountieS|  than  it  is  at 
prefcent.  It  may  be  easily  dispensed  with  by  Council;  nay  the 
judges  ought,  upon  proper  cause,  tb  disregard  it.  In  England,  a 
similar  usage  is  confined  to  Middlesex,  for  in  the  other  Counties, 
the  judees  direct  the  Executions,  %tit  on  special  occasions,  r&tpite 
fill  the  Supreme  Executive  shall  interpose,  if  it  see  proper. 

The  Act  for  setting  off  the  County  of  Westmoreland,  directs  that 
the  courts  for  said  County  be  holden  in  the  House  of  Rob*  Hanna, 
which  I  suppose  is  at  Henna's  Town. 

This  should  be  the  pUice  of  judgment,  if  it  be  not  altered  by  some 
ja«er  law* 

It  would  be  prudent  to  make  the  Commission  (if  Council  see  fit  to 
issue  one,)  special  to  the  very  dase,  &  to  limit  the  power  to  the  % 
the  tryal  of  the  Indian  now  in  custody^  by  namC;  &  the  homicides 
*  See  pages  17-20. 
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already  oommitted.  Tbe  names,  hideedy  of  the  penon  or  parens 
slain,  should  also  bespeoifyed ;  hot  perhaps  thoae  are  not  timnBmittedl 
The  above  is  mj  present  view  of  this  Sabject  What  I  have  said 
is  rather  hurried,  as  yonwished  for  an  early  answer.  Perhaps  the 
County  Courts  of  pleas  &  sessions^  are  more  expressly  fixed  to  Han- 
nahs house,  than  the  Supreme  &  Oyer  &  Terminer,  for  capital  matters. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  serv^i 


GEO.  BRYAN. 


To  the  honorable  John  Whitehill,  Esquire. 


Manaosbs  of  Statb  Lottery  to  Council,  1785. 

May  it  please  the  Council : 

We .  hare  sold  two  hundred  Tickets  in  the  second  Class  of  the 
State  Lottery ;  the  fortunate  in  the  first,  have  generally  reeeiyed  % 
their  Prise  Money,  &  want  to  know  the  Day  when  the  drawing  of 
the  seooad  Class  will  commence,  before  they  will  renew  their  Tickets^ 
We  beg  leave  to  offer  it  as  our  opinion,  that  if  Council  should 
Hunk  proper  to*  fix  upon  the  seventh  Day  of  September  next,  that  a 
vary  large  proportion  of  the  Tickets  would  by  that  Time  be  dis^ 
posedof. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  the  greatest  respect, 

May  it  please  the  Council, 

their  most  obedient,  humb.  Serv^, 

W  HILLBGAS,  ") 

B.  FULLER,  y  Managers. 

MATTE.  CLARKSON.     ) 

State  Lottery  Office,  June  10;  1785'. 
Directedj     .  .  ^ 

The  Honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  CounciL 


Birth  of  Dttkb  op  Nokmakdt,  1786. 

(Circular.) 
Office  for  foreign  affairs,  14th  June,  1785.     . 
«r, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  informing  your  Ezoallenoy  that  Congress^ 
have  receded  a  Letter  from  bis  most  Christian  Majesty,  dated  the* 
27th  March  last,  announoing  the  Birth  on  that  Pay  of  a  Prince 
irhom  he  had  named  Duke  of  Normandy* 
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As  tills  BmtsddbtoCbBHisiiiuDSBSora  King  ftsPtospki 
have  given  msnj  important  Froofii  of  Fnandskip  far  onr  nalMXiy  it 
■nnt  oataially  exeite  that  Pieasuie,  wfaieh  generoos  minds  tiwujs 
teive  ham  the  Pqsperitf  of  their  Friends  and  Beaaf^ekn. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  boi 

with  great  Respeot,  your 
ExoeUene/s  Most  obdt. 
&  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  JAY  * 
Direded, 
His  Excellencyi  the  Preside  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


P&BS.  DiCKiHSOH  TO  Fbancis  Moralbs,  1785. 

In  Gonneil,  Jane  24th;  178S. 
•  Sr, 

On  reoriving  yonr  Letter  of  the  22Qd  Instant,  we  immediately 
msde  inquiry  ooneeming  the  Case  of  the  Ssilor,  whose  Disohargs 
yon  have  been  pleased  to  request. 

We  find  that  he  has  been  eonvMed  of  an  heinous  offenoei  and 
senteneed  to  pay  a  heavy  fine,  bat  upon  year  sollidtation,  we  have 
nnanimoosly  agreed  to  pardon  him,  on  Condition  that  he  instantly 
depart  from  this  State  to  some  plaoe  beyond  the  sea,  and  that  he 
shall  not  return  into  this  State  or  any  of  the  United  States  ai 
America.f 

I  am,  Sir,  your 

most  obdt  hble  Servt. 
Directed^ 
The  Honorable  FFaacis  Morales,  Esquiro. 


Pebs.  Diceinsok  to  F&ancis  Morales,  1785. 

Philadelphia,  June  26,  1785. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Thomas  Shields  a  respectable  Oitisen  of  this  State  oomplaiu 
to  me,  that  his  Servant  Alexander  Wilson  has  lately  gone  Irom  his 
House  without  his  consent^  and  is  now  on  board  the  Frigate  under 
your  command. 

This  Lad  has  near  three  years  to  serve  by  virtue  of  a  solemn 
Contraot  before  a  Msgistr^tei  for  whieh  serviee  Mr.  Shield  has  paid 
a  considerable  sum  of  Mcmey,  as  the  Instrument  of  writing  testifas 

♦  See  Cot  Rec.,  VoL  XTV.,  p.  480. 
t  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  484. 
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and.  baving  been  seen  on  board  the  Frigate  Jbj  M'  Wield's^  as  appears 
from  hid  Oath  regularly    administered.     I  trust  that  upon  this 
Representation  of  Facts,  yon  will  give  effectu^  Orders  for  the  im- 
mediate Deliyery  of  the  servant  to  this  Master. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  great  Respeot,  Sir, 
your  most  obdt.  Servt.^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^ 
The  Honorable  Francis  Morales^  Esquire. 


Frbs.  Dickinson  to  Delegates  in  Conqbsss,  1785. 

In  CouDcO;  June  27th^  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

Mr.  Shields  a  Citisen  of  this  State  complains  thafr  the  Spanish 
Frigate  that  sailed  yesterday  from  this  Port  for  New  York  has 
carried  away  his  servant.  Inclosed  are  a  Letter  to  the  Captain  on 
the  subject,  his  answer,  Mr.  Shields'  Deposition^  a  Copy  of  the  In- 
denture, &  a  Description  of  the  servant 

We  are  the  more  surprised  at  this  Conduct,  as  at  the  soUidtation  of 
Mr.  Morales  a  few  days  ago,  wo  released  and  gave  up  to  him  one  of  his 
BBilofs,  who  had  been  eouvicted  of  a  heinous  offence  &  sentenced  £6 
pay  a  large  fine. 

We  request  that  yoit  will  be  pleased  to  make  instant  &  earnest 
•pplicadon  to  the  Minister  of  Spain,  for  redress  of  this  injury; 
•nd  we  confide  in  his  Character,  that  he  will  take  Care  that  Justice 
be  rendered. 

I  am  with  great  Begard, 

Gentlemen,  your  most 

obedient  Hble.  Servt., 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Direciedf 
'  The  Honorable  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  Dickinson  to  Delegates,  1785. 

In  Council;  June  28th|  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

We  desire  you  will  procure  Directions  to  be  given  by  Congress  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  at  Pittsburg,  that  on  iiis  Removal  from   that 
Place  he  deliver  up  the  Possession  thereof  to  John  Ormsby,  Michael 
Vol.  X.— 21 
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HaffDasle;  John  Prootor,  Thomas  Galbraith  &  Robert  Galbraithi  or 
some  of  the  Citisens  of  thia  State. 

I  am^  with  great  Bespect;  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedt  hble.  ^errt 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed, 
The  Honorable;  The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 


CONPIBMATIOK  OP  FRENCH  V.   CONSUL,  1785. 

Pennsylvania,  ss.  The  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  eome,  Greeting. 
Whereas,  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  on  the  14th 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  ovr  Lord  one  thousand  sevea  hondrBd 
and  eighty  one,  did 

<'  Resolve,  That  antill  the  ratifieatton  of  some  Coventios  between 
'<  His  most  Christian  majesty  and  The  United  States,  ooneexning 
'<  vioe  Consular  Power,  every  Yioe  Consul  d  His  most  Christiaa 
*'  majesty,  shall  upon  the  application  of  the  Consul  appointing  him, 
"  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Power  of  the  State  to  which  he  nsay  be 
''  sent,  receive  the  Exequatur,  in  like  form  with  the  Exequatur  de- 
<<  livered  to  a  Consul,  mutatis  mutandis,  and  thereupon  the  aaase 
<<  proceedings  shall  be  had  with  respect  to  publioation.''  And  the 
Honble.  Monsieur  Francis  de  Marbois,  Consul  of  Franoe  for  IIm 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  Consul  Gene]:al  for  the  United  States  of 
America  having  appointed  the  Sieur  Pierre  Francis  Barbe  de  Mar- 
bois to  be  Vice  Consul  for  the  ^tate  of  Pennsylvania  and  in  Con* 
formity  to  the  foregoing  act  of  Congres,  requested  that  the  said 
Pierre  Francis  Barbe  de  Marbois  may  receive  an  Exequatur 
accordingly.  It  is  hereby  declared  that  the  priviledges,  preeminence 
and  authority  belonging  to  the  Character  and  quality  of  Yice  Con- 
sul are  due  to  him  the  said  Pierre  Francis  Barbe  de  Marboia. 

Given  in  Council  under  the  hand  of  His  Excellency  John  Diekin- 
0on  Esquire,  President,  and  the  seal  of  the  State  at  Philadelphia  Uiia 
thirtieth  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  five. 

Attest. 
Indonedy 
June  30th,  1786. 
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Sbo't  Abmstbong  to  Sbc't  of  War,  1786. 

Sec'js  Offioe,  PhOa.  June  80^  1786. 
Sir, 

In  BDfwer  to  your  Letter  of  the  28d  InBtant,  I  have  the  orders  of 
Gooneil  to  inform  yon  that  it  ia  with  great  Conoero^  they  undeiw 
Btand,  that  the  Troops  of  this  State  under  the  Oommand  of  Col. 
Harmar  are  to  be  discharged  by  order  of  Congress,  after  the 
ComiauniQations  made  to  the  Seoretary  at  War  by  their  Letter  dT 
the  2l8t,  of  last  Month,  and  that  the  Gironmstanees  will  not  permit 
The  General  Assembly  to  be  oonvened  before  the  Time  to  whiek 
they  stand  adjourned. 

I  am  with  great  regard, 

Sir,  your  obdt.  serrt 

JOHN  AEMSTBONO,  Jr.,  "; 
DireciBdj 

Joseph  Carleton  Esq.,  Dep.  Seoy.^  at  War. 


Col.  Jos.  Harmab  to  Pbbs.  Dickiksok,  1786. 

Fort  McLitosh,  July  1st,  1786. 
Sir,  ^ 

I  hare  ^e  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable 
Council  a  monthly-  return  of  this  date  of  the  Pennsylyania  Troops 
in  the  SerySee  of  the  United  States. 
I  haire  the  honor  to  be, 

ipth  the  highest  esteem  &  respect, 

your  SxoeUene/s  k  The  Honorable  Council's 
most  hUe.  ft  obed.  Servt 

JOS.  HARMAB, 
Lt  Cd.  Comd.  let  A.  Beg. 
Ptrededf 

His  Excellency  John  Pickinson  Esqr ,  president,  &  The  Honor- 
able T|ie  Supreme  Bxeci^tiTe  Council,  Penmiylyania. 
Honr'd  IP  Capt.  Doaglass. 
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John  Nicholson  to  P&ks  Dioeinson,  1785, 

Comptroller  Oenerals  Office, 

July  7th,  1785, 
Sir, 

Aocording  to  the  direotions  of  tlie  Hon'ble  The  Council,  I  here- 
with inclose  the  Copies  of  all  The  Accounts  of  Robert  Morris, 
Esquire,  which  are  in  controyersj,  and  that  the  supreme  Court  may 
haye  the  fullest  Information,  I  haye  also  inclosed  copies  of  the 
seyeral  papers  herewith  connected. 
I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  reepeot, 

Sir,  your  most  Ofood't 

ft  yery  Humble  Beryant 

JOHN  NICHOLSON  * 
Direetedy 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council. 


Trubteks  of  Loan  Office  to  Fees.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Sir, 

'  The  Trustees  of  the  Loan  Office  appointed  by  an  act  of  Assembly, 
April  4th,  1845,  are  almost  certain  that  unless  further  Measures 
are  taken,  no  Money  will  be  ia  4be  Treasury  for  Loaning  the 
Fifty  Thousand  Pounds  directed  by  the  said  act  for  that  purpose, 
owiuji^  entirely  to  the  neglect  of  many  of  the  Signers  of  the  said 
Bills  of  Credit.  The  Trustees  therefore  wish  that  the  Hon'ble 
Supreme  Exeoutiye  Council  would  be  pleased  to  order  the  persons 
appointed  to  sign  the  said  Bills,  to  proceed  therein  as  directed  by 
Iaw. 

We  haye  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect  your 

Excellency  moat  Hnmb*  Sery^, 

»   GEOBOB  SCHL08SER, 
ROBERT  SMITH, 

JOS.  DEAN.f 
Direeiedj 

To  His  Exoelleocy  The  PresidH  in  Council. 
Indanedf 

July  8th,  1785. 

♦  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XFT.,  p.  4W,  49«. 
t  Ibid.  p.  496. 
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Tab^  DicKmov  10  HsnT  Abtb,  SHSftHTy  1785. 

Li  Comal,  Jnlj  12l]i,  1785. 

Sir, 

At  m  ConferaBee  yHterdaj  witk  Ike  Hancnble  tlie  Jodga  of  the 
6apre«e  Co«rt|  tbej  produoed  aevcnl  DepodtioiM  reprete&Hog  jcor 
Condqet  as  very  extnordiiMrj  &  detarimaiUl  to  the  Petee  ot  jomr 


CoaDtj.  Wa  tberefoia  think  it  oar  datj  immadiate^y  ft  in  the 
BhroDgcat  maniier  to  enjoin  joor  ioBUnt  ft  effectual  ^ceeotiiHi  of 
aaj  proeeaa  againat  offenden  at  or  near  Wyoming  that  has  or  sJiaU 
some  to  jonr  hands ;  ft  that  for  this  purpose,  and  also  to  enforeo 
doe  Obedienoe  to  the  I^wa  of  the  Stale,  yon  forthwith  wfur  to  that 
Flaee,  where  We  nndesslaad,  wumj  penoBSBre  oolleeled  in  a  riotows 
Buuiner,  having  injnied  serealpeneeable  Citisensft  threalen  farther 
to  injure  them. 

Toor  own  pmdenee  will  dielale  to  jon,  how  intereating  jo«r 
Behanonr  on  this  oocadon  most  neeesaarily  be  to  joorself  as  weQ 
as  to  the  State. 

laaSir, 

j'r  yeiy  ffble  Serr'ti 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Directed^ 

To  Henry  Antes,  Saqr.,  Bheiiff  of  the  Co.  Northnmberland. 


Prb8.  DicKnrsoH  to  Dayib  Msib,  1785. 

In  Conneil,  Jnly  12th,  1785. 
Sir, 

We  have  leeeiTed  yonr  Letten  of  the  fifth  ft  seTenth  Instant,  & 
hsTo  examined  Willuun  Wilson  the  petson  by  whom  yon  sent  the 
last 

Yesterday  a  Oenferenee  was  held  with  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court ;  and  therenpon  every  Itessure  hss  been  adopted,  that  was 
thought  most  proper  for  enfoidng  a  due  Obedienoe  to  the  Laws. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obed't  Serr't, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.f 
Direetedf 
To  Dafid  Meade,  E«|uiie. 

•  9m  Cel.  Sea.,  Yei.  Ziy«  p.  4M. 
t  Ibid.  p.  499. 
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Hon.  Arthur  St.  Clair  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

Philad*,  July  16%  1786. 
Sir, 

Having  beard  tbat  the  Agents  for  forfeited  Estates  for  the  Cotratj 
of  Westmoreland  are  abont  to  sell  the  Baiidin^  in,  Fort  Pitt  as  the 
property  of  Alexander  Ross,  an  attainted  Traitor,  permit  me  to  in- 
form you  that  no  part  of  the  BnildiDgs  whioh  were  left  standing  in 
that  Fort  at  its  eva^mation  by  the  British  ever  were  Mr.  Boss's  Pro- 
perty. A  Part  of  them  bebngs  to  me  by  Orant  from  Qeneral  Oago 
and  part  to  other  People^  and  some  buildings  have  been  erected 
therein  sinoe  it  has  been  occupied  by  the  UnitM  States.  The  Ruins, 
whioh  consisted  of  the  Materials  of  a  very  ffood  House  that  was 
pulled  down ;  the  Revetment  of  Rampart  and  Parapet — a  squured 
log  Redoubt  and  a  number  of  Piquets  or  Pallisades  were  pnrehaaed 
by  Mr.  Ross  and  the  late  GenL  Thomson,  for  I  think  the  Sum  of. 
fifteen  or  eighteen  Pounds^  but  during  the  Residence  of  the  One  and 
the  Life  of  the  Other,  no  Claim  was  set  up  to  the  Buildings  that 
were  on  foot.  The  dispossing  of  the  Houses  by  the  Agqnts  may. 
embarrass  the  Owners  as  well  as  the  purchasers,  and  for  my  Part  I 
ain  not  inclined  to  sell  mine  at  all.  Should  Council  desire  it  I  will 
wait  upon  them  to  give  fuller  Information,  and  in  the  mean  time 
have  to  reauest  that  the  Sale  may  be  ordered  to  be  postponed. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  hnmble  servant. 

A'  S*  CLAIR.* 

Indorsed. — Copy  to  tbe  Agents — acknowledge  the  receipt  of  their 
letter — they  to  postpooe  the  sale  of  the  ruins  at  Fort  Pitt 
Directed^ 

His  Ezoellenoyi  John  Dickinson^  Esqairej  Piesident  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Col.  Josiah  Harmar  to  Ssc't  Armstrong,  1785. 

Fort  Mcintosh,  July  17th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  10th  May,  enclosing 
me  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  for  raising  a  new 
Regiment— Likewise  with  another  letter  of  the  10th  June,  inform- 
ing me  of  the  Requisition  from  the  War  Office  respecting  the  num- 
ber of  Officers  to  be  furnished  from  our  State.  I  have  also  received 
a  Letter  from  Mr.  Trimble,  enclosing  me,  by  direction  of  Council,  a 
copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  at  War,  of  the  23d 
ult.,  &  copy  of  the  Answer  of  Council  thereto,  for  my  information. 

By  a  Letter  of  the  23d  June,  from  Major  North,  Inspector,  ho 
*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  498. 
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requests  me  to  order  the  troops  nnoler  my  oommand  to  be  mnstered 
bj  each  officer  as  I  shall  see  fit  to  appoint,  as  the  time  has  so 
elaps'd  that  it  has  been  thought  neoessary  by  the  present  bead  of 
the  War  Department  for  him  to  postpone  his  Journey  here.  In 
consequence  of  which  I  have  ordered  the  troops  to  prepare  for  mnsler 
on  the  19th  inst 

Council  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  use  every  exertion  in  my 
power  to  keep  the  men  together  until  the  sense  of  the  legislature  can 
DC  taken  upon  the  mode  of  raising  their  proportion  of  the  new 
corps.  The  mens  times  begin  to  expire  on  the  19th  next  month — 
nevertheless  I  hope  to  be  able  to  retain  them  in  service  until  the 
pleasure  of  the  legislature  is  known,  and  until  I  receive  instractions 
from  Council  for  re-enlisting  them. 

Major  North  also  writes  me, 

**  That  the  pay-master  upon  appearing  at  New  York  with  (he  aV- 
'/  streets  for  pay  will  receive  in  notes  the  amount  due  to  each  man 
"  to  the  time  they  are  mustered,  and  upon  a  Certificate  sign'd  bj 
*'  me  of  the  time  in  which  each  man's  enlistment  will  expire,  be 
"  supposes  that  a  Sum  on  account  sufficient  to  pay  them  -to  the  time 
"  of  their  discharge  would  be  granted." 

The  name  of  Notes,  conveys  to  the  Officers  an  Idea  of  diseounta — 
Twenty  or  five  &  twenty  ^  C*  perhaps.  If  Council  can  consistently 
interfere,  they  flatter  themselves  that  they  will  take  their  own  Offi- 
oers  and  troops  under  their  immediate  protection,  and  either  secure 
to  them  the  promised  pay,  or  order  these  Notes  to  be  negociated  in 
such  manner  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  see  fit,  to  guard  against 
depreciation. 

We  learn  with  pleasure  that  Council  are  endeavoring  to  bring 
about  a  re-eonsidention  of  that  part  of  the  Ordinance  or  Congress 
respecting  the  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the  Officers.  The  dispropor- 
tion is  so  great  that  the  Stroke  seems  to  be  particularly  Levelled  at 
me.  Fifty  dollars  ^  month  will  not  support  the  Station.  We 
would  tain  hope  that  an  Alteration  may  yet  teke  place. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  much  respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedt.  Servt., 

JOS.  HARMAR* 
Lt.  Col.  Com*  !•'  Am*  Reg». 

i?irected,--(Public  Service.) 

The  Hon*"*  John  Armstrong,  Jun',  Esq',  Secretary  to  Coundl, 
Philadelphia. 

Honor'd  ^  W"  Duncan. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  616. 
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G1.AIH8  on  MfiSSES.  Pbnk,  and  Opinion  ot  JudobSi  1785. 

In  oompliuioe  with  tho  request  of  tha  President  and  Coancil  of 
tfio  Gonunonwealib  of  Fennsylvams,  John  Penn,  (eldest  son  of 
Thomiui  Peno,)  and  John  Penn,  (eldest  son  of  Bichard  Penn,)  late 
Psoprietora  of  Pennsylvania,  have  made^  and  now  submit  to  tbeif 
oonsideratioDi  the  following  state  of  their  respeoti?e  elaims  and  title 
to  the  Provinoe  of  P^nosy Waniay  of  which  they  were  seu'd  on  the 
21tii  day  of  Noyember,  1779,  when  the  Act  of  Assembly  was  passed, 
entfttnled  an  Aet  for  vesting  the  Dstate  of  the  late  proprietaries  in  the 
Oommoowealth. 

Firsi  John  Penn  (son  of  Thomas  Penn,)  states,  that  he,  at  the 
t^me  of  passing  the  above  Act,  had  a  right  to,  and  was  seised  of, 
Three  foorth  Mrts  of  the  Territory  oi  Pennsylvania,  as  bounded  and 
deeeribed  in  the  Royal  Grant,  or  Letters  Patent^  from  King  Oharies 
the  seeend  to  hia  grandfather,  William  Penn,  the  Founder  and  firsI 
Proprietor  of  Pennsylvania,  to  whieh  he  deduoes  his  Title  in  the 
following  manner : 

William  Penn,  bj  his  Will,  devised  one  moiety  thereof  to  his  Son 
John  Penn,  in  fee ;  one  other  <)Qarter,  or  fourth  part,  to  his  Bon 
Thomas  Penn,  in  fee ;  and  the  remaining  fourth  part  to  his  Son 
Bicbard  Penn,  in  Fee. 

John  Penn,  by  hte  Will,  devised  his  Moiety  to  his  Brother  Thomas 
Penn  for  life,  Bemainder  te  Trustees  to  preserve  oontingent  remaan* 
ders^  &e. ;  remainder  to  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  every 
other  Son  and  Sons  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  successively,  according 
to  their  seniority  &  priority  of  Birth,  and  the  Heirs  male  of  the 
Body  of  eaob  and  every  such  Son  and  Sons,  with  divers  remainders 
over  particularly  speeified  in  his  wiU^  remainder,  ultimately,  to  his 
ofrn  right  Heirs. 

Note. — John  Penn,  by  his  Will,  makes  his  moiety  chargeable 
with  the  raising  and  paying  the  sum  of  £6,000  sterling  to  the  per- 
sons, and  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned,  whieh  sum  of  £6,000 
sterling  has  accordingly  been  lone  since  raised  and  paid,  and  hia 
moiety,  of  consequenoei  exonerated  therefrom. 

After  the  Death  of  Tbomas  Penn,  his  eldest  Son  John  Penn, 
under  the  Will  of  bis  uncle,  John  Penn,  had  a  Title  to  and  was 
seised  of  one  moiety  of  the  Territory  of  Pennsylvania,  as  Tenant  in 
a;ail  Hale. 

Thomas  Penn  being  seised  as  aforesaid,  under  the  Will  of  his 
Father,  William  Penn,  of  one  quarter  part  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Fee, 
in  the  the  year  1751,  married  The  right  Hon'ble  Lady  Juliana  Far*, 
mer ;  but,  before  his  marriage,  he,  by  Deed  dated  the  15th  of  August, 
1751,  made  between  him,  the  said  Thomas  Penn,  of  the  first  part. 
The  right  hon'ble  Tbomas  Eari,  of  Pomfret,  of  the  second  part,  the 
said  Ladx  Juliana  Farmer,  of  the  third  part,  and  David  Barclay  St 
Thomas  Hyam.  of  the  fourth  part,  settles  and  conveys  his  said  (]iuarter 

21* 
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part  in  manner  following,  to  wit :  To  the  said  David  Barclaj  and 
Thomas  Hyam,  with  all  qait  rents  and  other  rente  thereof.  Id  Tmii 
to  the  use  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  till  the 
said  intended  marriage  shooid  he  solemniBed,  an4  immediatelj  after- 
wards to  the  nse  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  daring  his  natanl  life, 
Bemainder  to  the  said  Trustees  to  the  use,  intent  and  porpose,  that 
the  said  Lady  Juliana  should,  after  the  death  of  the  said  Thomas 
Penn,  take,  reoeiTe  and  enjoy  out  of  the  annual  Rents  of  the  said 
Province,  the  yearly  sum  of  £800-^00 — or  500  sterling,  (bat  mot 
less  than  £800  sterUng,  at  all  events,)  upon  the  Bvents  and  oonte- 
gencies  therein  mentioned,  aooording  as  they  might  happen, 
during  her  natural  life,  in  Lieu  of  her  Dower,  hy  four  even  and 
quarterly  pay-ments ;  remainder  to  the  nse  of  the  first  Son  of  the 
Body  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  on  the  Body  of  the  said  Lady  Juliana, 
to  be  begotten  in  Tail  male ;  remainder  to  the  use  of  the  seeond, 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  every  other  Son  &  Sons  of  that  marriage 
snooeasively,  aooording  to  seniority  and  priority  of  Birth  in  Tail  osaUs, 
with  divers  other  remainders  over  in  Tail,  remainder,  ultimately, 
to  the  right  Heirs  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn. 

By  a  proviso  in  this  Deed,  a  power  is  given  to  the  Issue  male,  and 
.  male  Descendants  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  (the  entail  notwithatand- 
ing)  to  make  and  charge  any  provision,  or  enereased  provision,  for 
his  and  their  respective  widows,  after  his  or  their  respective  deeeasea, 
ont  of  his  fourth  part  in  manner  as  there  mentioned.  And  by 
another  proviso  in  the  said  Deed,  Thomas  Penn  reserves  to  himself 
a  power  to  charge  his  said  quarter  part  by  will,  with  the  sum  of 
£8,000  sterling  as  a  provision  for  his  younger  children. 

Thomas  Penn  accordingly  by  his  will  charges  his  fourth  part  with 
the  sum  of  £8,000  sterling,  payable  to  his  two  younger  Children,  as 
a  provision  for  them,  and  charges  it  with  the  payment  of  the  fiirdier 
annual  sum  of  £200  sterling  to  his  wife  Lady  Juliana,  who  thereby 
became  entitled  to  receive  ^500  sterling  a  year  doring  her  life. 
8ince  the  death  of  Thomas  Penn,  his  son  John  has  dSchaiged  all 
the  above  incumbrances,  out  of  an  Estate  and  Legaoi^  given  oim  in 
Bngland  by  his  Father. 

Thus  John  Penn,  under  the  will  of  his  uncle  John  Penn,  beeame 
seiied  in  Fee  Tail  male  of  one  moiety  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  nnder 
the  mluniage  Deed  of  settlement  of  his  Father,  Thomas  Penn,  to  one 
other  quarter  part  in  Fee  Tail  male. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  and  state  here,  onoe  for  all, 
That  by  Provisions  for  that  express  purpose  made  by  John  Penn, 
Thomas  Penn  &  Richard  Penn  respectively  in  their  wiUs,  the  penon 
who  shall  be  in  possession  of  their  several  ehares,  under  the  said 
wills,  though  such  person  may  be  only  Tenant*  for  life,  or  in  Tail, 
shall  have  during  such  his  possession  a  right  to  call  in,  oolleot, 
receive,  and  apply  to  his  own  use  and  Benefit,  all  arrears  of  quit 
rents,  purchase  money,  &c.,  whatsoever,  though  they  actually  might 
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liave.  become  due  in  the  time  of  any  of  his  ancestors^  or  other  former 
possessor. 

JOHN  PENN,  Jr. 

John  Penn,  son  of  Richard  Penn,  states  and  dedoeisa  his  Title  to 
0|M  fourth  of  Pennsylvania!  as  follows,  to  wil. 

Bichard  Penn  being  seised  in  Fee  of  the  said  qnarter  part,  nnderi 
the  will  of  his  Father  William  Penn,  by  his  will,  dated  the  21st  of 
March  1750,  charges  the  same  with  the  sam  ^f  £300  sterling  a  year 
to  be  paid  to  his  widow  during  her  Life,  by  four  eaual  quarterly 
payments,  if  she  so  long  shall  remain  his  widow,  but  if  she  marries, 
then,  only  with  £100  a  year  to  be  paid  her  in  li«v  of  Dower.  He 
also  charges  his  quarter  part  with  £3,000  sterling,  by  way  of  pro- 
vision for  his  younger  cnildren.  His  quarter  part  he  by  his  will 
devised  to  his  son  John  Penn  for  life,  remainder  to  Trustees  to 
prtserve  oontingent  remaiBders,  ind  after  the  Death  of  his  son  John, 
reaMiader  to  £e  first,  second,  tlurd,  fourth,  fifth,  uid  every  oiher 
Son  &  sons  of  the  said  John  Penn,  aooorduig  to  their  seniority  ft 
priority  of  Birth,  and  the  Heu-s  male  of  the  Body  of  each  and  every 
such  son  and  sons;  remainder  to  Biofaard  Penn  for  Lif%  temainder 
to  the  first  and  e^ery  other  son  &.  sons  of  his  Body  (as  in  the  ease  of 
his  Brother  John)  and  Uie  Heirs  male  of  the  Body  of  each  and  every 
snoh  son  ft  sons,  with  divers  other  remainders  over,  remainder  to 
the  right  heirs  of  him  the  Testotor  in  Fee. 

The  said  Bichard  Penn  the  Father,  by  a  todicil  to  his  said  will, 
dated  the  13th  of  July  1768,  gives  the  whole  £3,000  sterling, 
obazged  by  the  will  on  bis.  fourth  part,  and  intended  as  a  provision 
for  all  his  younser  Children,  to  his  son  Biohard  Penn. ' 

John.  Penn  the  son,  after  the  Death  of  his  Father,  aocor4ingIy 
paid  to  his  Brother  the  said  sum  of  £8,000  sterling  with  the  Interest 
one  upon  it 

The  said  John  Penn  paid  likewise  to  his  mother  the  ;^00  sterling 
a  year,.oat  of  the  Benta  and  profits  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  Province, 
until  the  Time  of  passing  the  Act  for  vesting  the  Estate  of  the  Pro- 
prietaries in  the  Commonwealth,  and  since  that  period,  and  the  losk 
of  his  Estalto,  he  has  continued  to  pay  his  said  mother  the  same 

f  early  sum,  out  of  the  shattered  remains  of  his  private  Fortune,  it 
eing  the  principal  part  of  her  subsistence. 

JOHN  PENN- 

tn  compliance  with  an  act  of  his  Excellency  the  President  and 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  dated  the  10th  day  of  July  last,  the  ' 
subscribers  have  read  ft  considered  the  respective  claims  of  John 
Penn,  jun'r,  and  John  Penn,  Esquires,  late  Proprietaries  of  the  ' 
former  province  of  Pennsylvania,  also  the  last  Wills  and  Testaments, 
ft  codicils  thereto,  of  the  Honorable  John,  Thomas,  and  Biohard 
Pbnn,  Esquires,  late  deceased,  together  with  an  Indenture  of  four 
parts  executed  by  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Penn,  on  his  marriage  with 
the  Bight  Hono^*"  Lady  Juliana  Farmor,  authei|ticated  duplicates 
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icbereof  were  deliTered  to  us  on  Fridaj  bsl;  wad  therenpon  we  leg 
leave  to  report,  (Judges  Atlee  &  Raeh  being  out  of  town)  thaf  the 
▼onohera  support  the  said  Claims  as  stated.  Bat  we  have  made  no 
luquirj  respecting  the  payments  of  the  several  sums  ehai^ged  npott 
the  lato  provinee,  to  the  Widows  and  younger  children  of  the  afore- 
said Thomas  &  Richard  Penn^  and  oan  therefore  certify  nothing  on 
that  head.  THOM«KEAN, 

OEO.  BEYAN.* 
Philadelphia;  August  8d;  1785. 


B880LUTION  OF  C0NaRB8B»  1785. 
By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

July  27, 1786- 
BeioWad,  that  tihe  Seeretary  of  OoagreaB  apply  to  the  eseeatiw 
of  the  sereral  states,  for  thirteen  copies  of  the  legiilative  acts  ihmnoif 
since  the  first  of  September,  177^  inolnsiTe:  that  one  sett  of  tke 
said  acts. be  retained  for.  the  use  of  Congress,  and  that  he  deliver  to 
the  delegates  of  each  state  one  sett  (exclnsiTe  of  its  own  aete)  for  the 
use  of  the  legislature  thereof  And  the  secretory  is  ^further  directed 
to  adopt  a  similar  mode  for  pcoeiiiing  the  aete  which  may  hereafter 
be  passed  aa  aforesaid,  to  the  end  that  every  sUto  being  thna 
informed,  may  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  other  states,  and 
derive  the  advantages  whieh  may  result  foom  the  joint  wisdoBi  oi  the 
whole* 

GHA.  THOMSON^  See'y.  ' 


Skc'z  07  CONaBBSS  TO   PRES.   DICKIH8OH,  1785. 

Circdar. 

Offiee  of  the  Seoretaty-of  OoDgrea^ 
July  28»,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  it  in  charge,  as  your  Excellency  will  see  by  the  enehMed 
resolve,  to  apply  to  the  Bzecutlves  of  the  several  Stotes  for  thirteen 
copies  of  the  legislative  Acta  thereof|  rince  the  firs^of  Septomfceri 
1774,  inclusive. 

The  purpose  for  which  these  copies  are  desired,  and  the  end  to  be 
answered,  are  fully  explained  in  the  resolution :  And  as  the  object 
is,  not  merely  to  procure  information  to  the  ledend  Coun?U,  but  to 
establish  a  mutual  confidence  anol  good  understandbg  among  the 
States,  and  tha^  each  may  derive  assistance  in  the  great  work  of 
legislation,  from  the  joint  wisdom  of  the  whole,  I  rely  with  confi- 
dence, that  your  Bxcellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  thirteen 

♦  See  Ool.  Bee.,  Vd.  XIV.,  p.  608. 
t  8«»  IbHt  607. 
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qopiea  of  the  AoU  of  jonr  logisktare  from  tbo  time  alwve  veiitioiied» 
to  be  forwarded  as  speedily  as  possible :  Ad4  that  you  nill  miJ^e 
the  neoessaiy  arrangementsy  that  I  may  be  fopiwhed  from  time  to 
time  with  the  Acts  whioh  shaU  hereafter  be  passed. 
I  hftve  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respeet, 

Your  Ezoellenejj's^  moet  Obedient 
&  most  humble  Serv*, 

CHA.  THOMSON  * 
His  Ezoelleney  the  I^sident  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pus.  DiCEIKaOK  TO  COHMIBaiOHBBB  ON  BOUNBAHT,  1785. 

In  Cou&eil,  Jnly  29%  1786. 
Oentlemen : 

Several  Considerations  of  great  Moment,  indnce  Us  very  earnestly, 
to  wish  for  the  Aocomplishment  of  the. important  Bosiness  entmsted 
to  yomr  Attention.  We  therefore  embimce  thi*  Opportunity,  by 
Captain  Hatohins,  of  nrgtng  the  proseeatbn  of  it  with  the  utmost 
Diligenee,&  with  all  the  Dispatch  that  is  eompa title  with  Aoonraoy 
in  year  Proeeedings.  We  desire  to  be  fully  informed^  &  as  fre* 
qiiently  as  possible,  of  your  progress. 

I  am,  with  great  Regard,  Gentlemen, 
your  hble.  serv*, 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
David  Rittenhoose  &  Andrew  Porter,  Esquires. 


COMMISSIOKEBS  FOE   TfLSAIING  WITH    IlSTDIAI^P,  1785. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  your  SUoellenoy  ^nd  the  Honb>« 
Gounoil,  that  agreeable  to  the.  Treaty  held  at  Fort  Staowix  between 
the  Six  Nation  Indians  and  your  Commisioners,  on  the  23rd  Oet. . 
last  It  was  agreed  that  in  addition  to  the  Qoods  then  delivered  to 
the  said  Nations,  an  Obligation  should  be  given  to  them  for  the 
Amount  of  One  thousand  Dollars,  in  such  Goods  as  would  b.st  suit 
them,  to  be  delivered  at  or  nw:  Tioga,  on  the  Susquehannah;  on  the 
first  Day  qi  October  nezt^ 

A  strict  and  punotual  observapce  of  every  promise  made  to  the 
Sj^vage  Nations  being  of  great  moment,  and  the  Season  approaching 
very  fast  when  ypur  Commissioneni'  Obligation  will  be  due,  induce 

♦  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  607. 
t  Ibia^ 
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me  to  give  ibis  early  hint  to  Conncili  that  sncli  steps  may  be  taken 
in  the  premiseb  as  you  shall  deem  expedient. 
I  am  yonr  Ezeellenc/s  most 

Ob*  k  very  hb"*  Serv«, 
July  29th,  1785.  FRA*  JOHNSTON.* 

Directed^ 

His  ^oellenoy  John  Dickinson/  Esquire,  in  CounciL 


Lt.  Col.  Jos.  Hajuiar  to  Prbs.  Dickihsok  1785. 

Fort  Mcintosh,  August  1st,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to^yonr  Excellency  ft  the  honorable 
Council  a  monthly  return  of  this  date  of  the  PennsylTania  Troops  in 
the  Service  of  the  United  SUieS. 

The  troops  have  been  mustered  up  to  the  19th  ulL  and  the 
rolls  transmitted  to  Major  North,  Inspector.  Enclosed,  be  pleased 
to  reoeive  an  abatraet  of  the  muster. 

Altho'  I  can  receive  no  instructions  for  recruiting  nntill  the 
benorable  Legislature  convenes,  your  Ezeellenoy  ft  the  honorable 
Council  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  use  every  exertion  in  myjpower 
to  retain  the  troops  in  Service.  Their  time  begins  to  expire  on  the 
19th  instant.  I  shall  take  upon  me  to  form  an  EnBstment  for 
securing  such  as  are  willing  to  serve  for  three  years,  until  your 
Excellency's  further  pleasure  is  known. 

The  Ohio  river  at  this  Season  is  remarkably  low,  and  usually 
continues  so  during  this  ft  the  next  month.  It  is  now  fordeable  oppoeite 
the  garrison — ^The  Treaty  to  the  Wabash  therefore  cannot  posaibiy 
be  carried  on  before  the  month  of  October  or  November  next. 

I  would  not  wish  to  be  in  too  great  a  hurry  in  recruiting. — ^Thers 
are  at  least  fifty  men  in  the  present  Corps,  who  are  not  fit  to  be  re- 
enlisted, — a  little  time  would  procure  a  Corps  that  will  reflect  honor 
to  the  Stoto. 

If  about  five  ft  twenty  rifles  could  be  obtained,  to  occasionany 
arm  that  number  of  Infantry,  I  should  think  it  adviseable. 

1  have  ordered  Ensign  Armstrong  to  receive  your  Excellency's 
instructions,  and  when  he  has  recruited  thirty  stout,  able-bodied 
men  to  rejoin  the  Corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem  ft  respeet, 
your  Excellency's  ft  the  honorable  Council's 

most  hble.  ft  obed.  Servi. 
JOS.  HARMAR,t 
Directed^  Lt.  Col.  Comd.  let  Amr.  Regt 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson  Esqr.,  President,  ft  The  Honors 
able  The  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 

Honored  ^  Doctor  Allison. 

»  See  Col.  Reo..  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  607. 
t  See  Ibid.  p.  616. 
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Abstract  op  Muster  Roll,  1785. 

Abstract  of  the  Master  of  a  Detachment  of  the  first  Amerusan 
Regiment  Commanded  by  Jos.  Harmar  Esq.,  Lt.  Col.  Comd.  Fort 
Mcintosh,  July  I9th,  1786. 


k 

S 

-14 

'l 

Expintion  of  the  mcn't  time. 

Infantry  Comp'ya, 

t 

Aug.    Sept. 
1785.  1785 

Oct. 
1785. 

IW'. 
1786. 

C-  Walt,  Fioney's 

1 

2 

1 

I    41 

46;     *«,      ^ 

1 

4 
8 

1 

5 
8 

1 

5 

8 

1 

Total 

1 

S 

1 

1 

49 

65 
'  5 

6 

Cr  Bavid  Zeigler's 

1 

4 

8 

s 

•2 

46 

53 
8 

81 

63 

S 

Total- 

4 

3 

2 

52 

«1 

C■^  W-.  McCurdy'ft 

2 

8|2 

24 

81 

1 

25 
2 

26 
2 

26 

2 

Total- 

2 

4 

2 

51 

59 

Total  Infantry. 

1 

~9 

1 

5152 

176 

82|      84 

8 

1 

Artilleryj 

i 

A 

e 

E 
w 

a 

1 

-i 

Aog. 

Bept. 

Oct. 

Dec'-. 

1 

6 

a 
Si 

9 

a 

!8 

s 

1785.  1786 

1786. 

1785. 

C''.  T.  Douglass. 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

22 

80 

80 

* 

2 

1 

2 

12 

1 

17 
1 

17 

1 

Total. 

3 

2 

8 

S 

2 

33 

48 

30 

17: 

1 

The  above  muster  was  made  by  me  in  the  presence  of  Col  Harmar. 

E  DENNF,  Ensign,  &  Adj. 
JOS.  HARMAR,  Lt.  Col  Comd.* 
♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  612. 
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ESTIHATB  OP  IHB  SotPS  IN  THB  StATB  HoUSB  TaRD,  1786. 

Estimate  of  the  Steps  in  the  Stote  House  Tard. 

To  3  Stone  Steps,  33  Feet  Long,  One  foot  in  the  clear 
broad  &  7  inohes  high,        •        •        .        .         .    £31  16<  1}(2 

To  plag  holes  &  Lead, 2  15  00 

To  Iron  plugs, 2    4  00 

ToporUge, 2    5  00 

To  fixing,       ' •        4  12    3 

43  12  4i 


12  13  n 


66    6    6 
N.  B. — If  the  Foundation  be  sunk  3  feet  deep  &  33  feet  long, 

Workmanship,  and  all  materials  will  amount  to  £16  17  6 ;  If  it  be 

sunk  2  feei,  the  amount  will  be  £12  13  li;  If  only  Bunk  1  F. 

6  In.  j  the  amount  will  bo  £8  8  9. 

Indoraedf 

1786,  Aagost  3d. 


Sbobbtart  of  CoNaBBss  TO  Prbs.  Dioeinson,  1786. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  Congress, 

August  4th,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  haye  reoeiyed  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on 
the  1st. 

In  compliance  with  your  desire,  I  now  send  yon  the  Journals  of 
Conffress,  for  the  years  1779,  and  from  the  3d  November,  1782,  to 
Noy^r  1788.     The  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  the  States,  which 
fills  up  the  yacancy  from  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  June  the  3^, 
1784,  to  its  meeting  in  Noy'r  following;  and  the  Journal  o^  Congress 
fh>m  that  period  up  to  the  29th  of  last  month  inolusiye^ 
With  great  respect, 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Excellency's  and 
the  Honble  Couneirs 

most  obedient  and        '*' 
must  humble  Seryt., 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylyania. 
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Pbis.  DiOKiNgON  TO  Wx.  Bbad9ob]>^  Jr.,  Atioehby 
General,  1785. 

In  GoancU,  Angost^Sthi  1785. 

Upon  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  20th  of  Last  Monili, 
directed  to  the  Secretary  to  make  oat  aa  aooarate  a  list  as  he  could 
form  of  the  Gommiaaionera  in  the*  aeyeral  oountiea,  ascertaining  the 
Timee  at  which  they  aevendly  cnne  into  office.  The  list  ia  naw 
inclosed.* 

'  Tou  win  perceive  by  the  proceedings  of  General  Assembly  oo 
the  16th  of  last  December,  that  Negligence  in  colleetmg  of  Tazea 
had  been  general. 

The  particular  charges  against  Commissioners  for  Breaches  of  duty, 
that  most  pri^bably  con  be  supported,  are,  for  not  proceeding  agunst 
Gollef^toirs  according  to  the  several  Laws ;  amons  other  acta  on  thia 
subject,  we  refer  to  those  for  supplies,  passed  on  the  21st  of 
June,  1781,  the  27th  of  March,  1782,  &  the  21st  March,  1788. 

BiAcient  testimony  it  is  presumed  will  arise  from  pdblic  Docu- 
ments &  from  the  examination  of  those  who  have  been  or  now  are 
Treasurers  of  the  respective  counties. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  issue  process  from  either  Court,  as  yeif 
may  judge  most  proper,  and  to  give  such  Directions  for  Bail  as 
will  not  M  distressing.   ^ 

I  am,  with  great  Respect,  Sir, 
yoar  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Directed, 
The  Attorney  General. 

SeCRBTABY  of   OoifGRESS  TO  P&BS.   DiCKlNSON,  1785. 

Office  of  Secretary  ol  Coagresa, 

August  9th,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  design  of  the  letter,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  write  to  yoor 
Excellency,  ia  to  re-oall  your  attention  to  an  Act  of  the  23d  of 
March,  1784,  which  you  will  find  enelosed,  together  with  two  other 
Acts  on  the  subject  of  keeping  up  a  representation  in  Conmes. 
By  those  Acts  your  Excellency  will  perceive  ft  is  the  earnest  deaire 
of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  several  States, 
should  not  only  keep  up  a  constant  representation  by  three  members 
at  least,  but  that  there  should  be  a  uniformity  throughout  the  union, 
in  the  oommenoement  of  the  year,  for  which  the  Delegates  are 
appointed.    Both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  confederatioO|  poini 

«  Not  found. 
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OQt  the  first  Mondaj  in  NoTMnberi  m  the  oommeaaement  of  the 
foederal  jear ;  Nine  of  the  States  in  the  vnioii  view  it  id  the  eame 
point  of  light,  and  haye  made  their  appointments  oonformable 
theveto.  I  trust  therefore  that  voar  Exoellenoy  will  recommend 
this  matter  to  the  consideration  of  yoor  Legidatnre  and  that  they 
will  adopt  measures  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  Congress  in  this 
zMpeot* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and 
most  kUe.  Servi., 

OHA.  THOMSON  * 
IHreetedf 
His  Excellenoy,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylyania. 


y^Vi  OFFIOB  to  PrES,  DlOKISBQVf  1785, 

War  Office,  August  9th,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  resolution  of 
Congress  respeetinK  the  Corps  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harmar. 
The  Legiskhtures  of  Conneotieut  and  New  York  only  have  assembled 
Binoe  the  requisition  of  Congress  for  Troops  in  April,  and  therefore 
there  is  a  total  deficiency  of  those  to  be  furnished  by  Pennsylvania 
and  Jemey.  The  whole  number  voted  by  Congress  will  be  neoes«. 
aary  to  prevent  incroachments  on  the  pubUo  Lands  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Affiurs.  I  am  persuaded  your 
Excellency  and  the  Leffiskture  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  taking  the  earliest  measures  to  retain  as 
many  of  the  best  Soldiers  under  Colonel  Harmar  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respeet 

your  Excellency's 

most  obed't  servant, 

H.  KNOX-t 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Service, 

To  His  Exoellenoy  The  President  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 

War  Office. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  pp.  618,  616. 
t  See  Ibid.  p.  517. 
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By  the  United  Statee  in  CongresB  Asflembled. 

Jalj  20tb,  1785. 
On  the  Beport  of  a  Committee  to  whom  wm  referred  a  Letter  of 
the  18  tb,  from  the  Seoretarj  at  war. 
Beflolvedy 

ThatJLientenant  Colonel  Harmar,  Commander  of  the  Militia  io  the 
serrioe  of  the  United  Statee,  use  his  beat  endeayoie  to  retain  la 
Serviee  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania  under  his  command  whose 
times  of  serviee  are  nearly  ezDiring,  until  the  Legislature  of  that 
State  shall  be  in  session  and  determine  on  furnishing  its  quota  ef 
Troops  under  the  letolutions  of  the  1st,  7th  and  12th  of  April  laa 
(Signed,)  CHARLES  THOMSON,  8toj. 
War  Office^  a  true  Copy,  Jos.  CarletoUi  Seoy. 


GOMMISSIONEBS  01(  INDIAN  TREATY,   1785. 
Sir, 

In  pursuance  of  the  Order  of  Council  of  30th  Jaly4asfe,  I  have 
made  out  a  List  of  the  Goods  necessary  to  be  furnish  the  Indians  in 
October  next  w^  I  do  my  myself  the  honor  to  inclose. 
I  am  your  fixoellency's 

most  Obedient  Serv't, 
Directed,  F.  JOHNSTON  * 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqr. 

A  list  of  the  goods  to  be  fumldied  the  six  nations  of  Indians  on  the 
First  day  of  October  next. 

8  pieces  Blue  Stroud. 
20  pair  8  point  Match  Coats. 
60  pair  2}  point       ditto. 
25  yards  Scarlet  Flannel. 

1  Piece  Scarlet  Broad  Cloth. 
100  White  Bttffled  Shirts. 

60  Callico     '  ditto. 
18  French  Castors. 
6  Dozen  coarse  Combs. 

2  Dozen  Ivory    ditto. 
25  Vb  Yermillion. 

50  Gallons  Barbadoes  rum. 

56  lb  Gun  powder. 
400  lb  Barr  Lead. 
800  Vb  Tobaco. 
1  Kegg  pipes. 

3  Pieces  Gartering. 
Aug't  10th,  1785. 


'85. 
♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XIV.,  p.  616. 
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Ghablbs  Psttit  to  Pubs.  Dickinson,  1785 

New  Tork,  12«^  Augost;  1786. 
Sir, 

Miemp*  Turnbull,  Manaie  &  Go.,  htTing,  by  Memorial  stated  to 
CongreBB  their  Glaima  to  the  Laod  on  which  the  Fortifioationa  at 
Pittsburgh  weie  erected,  and  jjMrajed  that  the  Possession  thereof  mi^ 
be  delivered  to  them,  the  Delegates  ft'om  Pennsylvania  took  an  early 
Occasion  to  mention  the  Desire  of  Oonnoil,  oommanicated  to  them 
l>y  your  Szcellenoy,  that  the  Possession  should  be  deUvered  to  cer- 
tain Oommissioners  of  the  State  whenever  Oongress  should  think 
proper  to  remove  the  Garrison  &  Continental  Stores  from  ihenee. 
ondb  Bemoval  will  probably  take  Place  shortly,  tho*  no  formal 
Besolution  for  that  Puipose  has  yet  been  passed ;— and  as  it  is 
understood  that  Possession  of  that  Post  was  taken  on  Behalf  of  the 
.United  States  without  any  Treaty  or  Contract,  it  seems  to  be  the 
Intention  of  Oongress  to  relinquish  it  in  the  same  Manner,  in  order 
to  avoid  meddlicg  with  the  Claims  of  the  State  or  of  Individuals  as  to 
the  Biffht^f  Possession;  more  especially  as  some  have  supposed 
that  as  It  was  formerly  the  Seat  of  a  british  Garrison,  it  became  the 
Property  of  the  U.  S.  by  Conquest.  To  avoid  Embarrassment  on 
any  of  these  Accounts,  it  will  probably  be  abandoned,  rather  than 
delivered  up  as  a  Possession  to  any  Claimant :  I  have  therefore  ad- 
vised Mess**  Tumbull,  Marmie  &  Co.,  to  make  their, ^Application  to 
your  Excellency  &  the  Council  on  the  Subject,  presuming  that  the 
State  Commissionen  will  be  directed  to  take  the  Possession,  on  its 
being  relinquished  by  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Servant, 

CHAS.  PETTIT.* 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Paes.  Dickinson  to  Sbo'y  at  Wab,  1785. 

In  Council,  August  13%  1785. 
Sir, 

We  have  ihis  Day  recei?ed  your  Letter  of  the  ninthf  instant,  with 
the  Resolution  or  Qongress  of  the  20^^  of  last  Month. 

That  Resolution,  transmitted  to  us  by  the  Secretary  of  Oongt^sf, 

'We  forwarded  iseveral  Da^s  ago  to  Coll.  Hartner.    By  a  Letter  frd^ 

him  this  moment  come  to  our  Hands,  We  are  <<  assured  that  e^etj 

^  See  pages  462,  464. 
f  See  page  496. 
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Exertion  shall  be  used  to  keep  the  Men  together,  ontill  the  i 
the  Legtalatare  ean  be  taken/' 

By  your  Letter  of  the  25*^  of  April,  We  peroeiye  that  one  Cap- 
tain &  two  LiaateBanta  of  Artillery,  &  two  Gaptaina,  two  Ljcmtflnanti^ 
&  two  Endgns  of  Infantry,  are  assigned  to  this  State. 

This  is  the  same  amn^ment  that  was  for  it  meditated  las*  y«ar ; 
bat  upon  oar  Representationa  was  amended,  k  three  Oaptaiu^  ihns 
Lieatenants,  &  three  Ensigns  of  La&ntry  wave  appointed  by  tUi 
G<Mnmonwealth,  besides  a  (kptain  &  two  laenteaanta  of  ArCilkiy. 

The  whob  Begiment,  oonsisting  of  ten  Conipanias  &  700  Mflo, 
A  therefore  eaoh  Company  of  70  Hen,  thsse  Oompaiiiaa  add  £iif 
men  are  reqnired  from  Pennsylirama,  &  only  Offieesi  for  three  OoBi- 
panies  are  allotted  to  her.  As  the  Officers  now  Commisnoiiad  wobU 
ohnae  to  eontinae  in  the  seryice,  We  cannot  thmk  of  diamiasing  tlisa, 
&  therefore  hope,  that  on  farther  Consideration,  as  the  Rmohitinns 
of  Congress  this  year  are  similar  to  thoaa  of  the  last,  tfaa  sHae 
•Arrangements  will  now  be  made,  that  finally  took  Pkoa  last  Tear. 
I  hare  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Esteem,  Sir,  ^ 

Your  most  obedient  seryant, 


The  Seecstasy  at  War. 


(JOHN  DICKINSON.^ 


Pass.   BlGEINSOK    TO    GOMMISSIONBRS,  1785. 

In  Council,  Aogost  15%  1785. 
Gentlemen : 

From  some  Information  We  have  rebeived  this  Day,  it  appears 
probable,  that  the  United  States  will  bsrely  rellnqoish  the  Poosn- 
sion  of  Pittsburg. 

We  therefore  think  proper  to  direct,  that  on  sveh  BdKnqaiahnKat, 
von  immediately  take  Possession  of  the  Place  in  the  Name  and  be- 
half of  this  Commonwealth,  &  4ha4  yea  be  prepared  for  that  purpose. 
It  is  our  Meaning,  that  the  Possession  to  be  then  tak^  by  yoe, 
shall  be  without  prejudice  to  the  private  Bights  of  properCy. 
•    lam^  with  great  degard, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedt  serrt,         .  . 

JOHN  WOKINaON.t 
John  Ormsby,  Michael  Huffna^ct,  John   Proctor^  &    Thomas 
Galbraith,  Esquires,  Commissioneni  for    the   Cmmonwealth  af 
Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  CoL  Bec^  VoL  XIV.,  p.  617. 
t  Ibid. 
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Skc't  of  Fobbion  Afpaies  to  Pubs.  Dickinsok,  I786w 

(Copy.) 

Offioe  for  Foreign  Affiiirs, 
15tk  August^  1785. 
Tbe  Beeretary  of  the  United  Stties  fbr  the  department  of  Foreign 
AAlirSy  to  whom  wai  referred  the  Application  of  tbe  Delegates  of 
Pennsjlrania  relative  to  the  oondnot  of  Captain  Morales  in  receiyiog 
on  Board  and  oarr]ring  away  in  his  Frigate^  a  Semmt  of  a  Citizen 
of  Philadelphia^  Reports* 

That  he  immediately  laid  the  said  ApplioaUon,  and  the  papers 
which  accompanied  it,  before  the  Enoarffado  de  Neeocias  of  his 
Catholic  Maiesty  ]  and  that  be  gave  yonr  Secretary  fnfi  and  express 
assurances  that  he  wonld,  without  delay,  take  every  proper  measure 
in  his  power  for  obtaining  justice  and  redress. 

(Sign'd) 

JOHN  JAY. 


Sco'y  of  Coseuss  to  Prbs.  DioKiNaoN^  1785. 

(Circular.) 

Becretar/s  Office  of  Congresv^ 

August  22*,  1785. 

Bit. 

I  hare  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  Excellency  an  Act  of  Con- 
ftrsss  touching  the  disrespectful  and  indecent  conduct  of  Captain 
fltAuhope,  as  stated  in  a  Letter  of  tbe  8%  from  His  Excellency  tbe 
Governor  of  Massacbusetts,  and  manifested  in  a  correspondence  be- 
tveen  His  E:s?cenency  and  the  said  Stanhope.  ^    # 

AHhongh  Congress  have  not  tbonght  it  expedient  to  maire  this  m 
public  Act,  they  nave  nevertheless  ordered  a  Cony  thereof,  with  tht 
Letters,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Executives  of  the  several  States, 
fDr  their  particular  information. 

With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

yoor  ExoeUenoy's  most  Obedient 
and  most  Hnmbte  Servant, 

*  CHA.  THOMSON.t  . 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  page  476,         

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  page  625. 
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No.  1. 
By  the  United  in  Congress  assembled, 

August  18tfa,  1785. 
The  Delegates  for  the  Commonwealth  of  MassachnsettB  bftving 
laid  before  Congress  a  Letter  of  the  Sth,  from  His  Excelleney  the 
Ooyemor  of  that  State  together  with  a  Copj  of  Letters  from  Oapt 
Stanhope,  Commander  of  the  British  Frigate  Meronryi  to  fiis  Ez- 
oellenoy,  James  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  Ooyernor  of  the  Commonwealtli 
of  Massachusetts,  and  of  His  Ezeellenoy's  answer  to  the  two  first  of 
those  Letters ;  the  same  were  referred  to  the  Secretary  for  foieigu 
afEairs,  who  reported  thereon ;  The  Letters  and  report  are  as  foUowm 

No.  2. 

Commonwealth  of  Mass&chuselts. 

Boston,  August  8th,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

Whatever  concerns  the  Honor  of  one  of  the  United  States  does 
in. effect,  in  certain  cases  concern  the  Honor  of  all  them. 

This  genera]  observation  applies  to  the  conduct  of  Capt  Stanhope, 
Commander  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Frigate,  Mercury,  who  ap- 
prehending himself  insulted  applied  to  me  by  his  Letter  for  redress; 
in  which  letter,  he  ^^recommmdi*  to  me  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  discover  the  Ringleaders  of  the  party  that  *'  cMosnnated  him." 
See  Letter,  No.  1. 

On  receiving  it,  the  Council  being  adjourned  to  a  distant  Day, 
I  sent  for  the  only  Oentleman  of  that  Board  in  town,  the  Hon'bie 
Mr.  Adams,  with  whom  I  consulted  on  the  affair.  In  consequenee 
.of  the  consultation,  I  sent  Capt.  Stanhope  an  answer  the  same  day. 
The  auswer  points  out  to  him  the  only  way  of  redress,  which  our 
Xaws  and  Constitution  admit;  and  which  I  myself  in  a  like  case,  if 
I  took  any,  must  have  taken.     See  Letter,  No.  2. 

This  answer,  however,  did  not  comport  with  Capi.  Stanhope's 
high  idea  of  iiimself,  who  seems  to  have  thought  that  some  special 
mode  of  process  was  due  to  a  person  of  his  importance. 

In  consequence  of  that  idea,  and  after  two  days  consideration  of 
the  matter  he  sent  me  a  Letter,  which  you  may  probably  think,  may 
be  justly  called  a  very  insolent  one :  in  which;  (but  in  his  own 
mode  of  expression,)  he  declares  I  gave  him  a  positive  assurance  of 
affording  him  and  his  officers  protectioti,  that  my  conduct  contta> 
dieted  taal  assitxaiice  and  his  expectations ;  that  it  does  not  satisfy 
him,  nor  dees  credit  ta  myself ;  and  that  he  never  received  a  Letter 
so  insulting  to  his  senses;  and  4hat  it  was  an  evasion  of  his  re^ui- 
tion ;  with  a  great  deal  more  abuse  both  expressed  and  implied. 
See  Letter,  No.  3. 

The  only  part  of  this  declaration  it  concerns  me  to  notice,  is  i&ai^ 
in  which  my  conduct  is  said  ta  have  contradicted  the  assuranoe  I  had 
given  him  of  protection.    This  occasions  a  recurrence  to  two  oon* 
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T€i^tioii6  I  bftd  with  him  within  a  few  dm  after  his  arrival  here, 
from  which  time  until  the  first  instant,  I  had  been,  ae  I  presumedi 
in  the  good  graoes  of  Mr.  Stanhope. 

In  one  of  those  conversational  which  were  principally  relative  to 
the  reoovery  of  a  favorite  servant,  who  he  said  had  deserted  from 
him  about  a  year  before ;  he  mentioned  that  he  had  been  inforiped 
he  should  probably  meet  with  some  insult  before  his  departure ;  and 
said  he  should  rely  on  my  protection.  I  told  him  he  might  depend 
on  every  protection  in  my  power  to  afford  him ;  but  that  in  this 
Country  as  in  England,  the  Law  is  every  man's  protection,  and  that 
•  he  would  be  as  much  entitled  to  it  during  his  stay  here,  as  any  man 
in  the  Commonwealth^  and  in  conformity  to  this  idea,  my  Letter  to 
him  was  written. 

I  have  mentioned  no  more  of  the  conversation  then  was  needfbl 
to  afford  you  some  idea  of  the  assurance  he  says  I  gave  him  of 
my  protection.  But  in  the  course  of  it,  I  told  him  further,  that  he 
must  know  from  his  own  observation,  that  in  large  sea  port  Towns, 
where  there  is  a  resort  of  all  kinds  of  people  and  Characters,  qaarrels 
and  disturbances  freqently  happened }  and  that  the  sea  port  Towns 
in  England  were  remarkable  for  them :  That  he  must  be  sensible  the 
new  regulations  of  Trade  in  England,  which  would  finally  operate 
to  her  own  detriment,  had  disgusted  the  Americans  in  general  and 
had  induced  them  to  take  measures  to  counteract  those  regulations; 
and  therefore  it  was  natural  to  expect  he  would  hear  sentiments 
thrown  out,  which  mif  ht  not  be  agreeable  to  him.  But  that  I  had 
no  apprehension  any  insult  would  be  offered  either  to  him  or  bis 
officers. 

These  observations  and  many  more  I  thought  proper  to  make, 
which  a  man  of  any  discernment,  and  of  the  least  goodness  of  dis- 
position might  have  applied  to  his  own  benefit  3  and  to  the  exerting 
and  promoting  of  good  humour  in  the  people,  among  whom  he  hap- 
pened to  be. 

As  he  says  my  conduct  contradicted  his  expectations,  it  is  proba- 
ble he  expected  a  Proclamation  should  have  been  issued.  This 
measure  was  thought  of;  but  I  did  not  think  the  occasion  required 
it.  His  conduct  &r  three  days  after  the  affront,  to  the  time  of  his 
going  with  his  ship  down  to  Nantasket  on  the  evening  of  the  3d 
instant,  manifested  that  he  was  under  no  apprehension  of  any 
attack  upon  him,  for  during  that  time  he  and  his  officers  went  about 
.  the  Town,  and  in  the  Country  as  usual,  and  with  as  much  freedom 
.  as  any  person  whatever. 

Knowing  that  the  whole  of  my  conduct  both  public  and  private, 
had  been  such  as  merited  at  least  a  decency  of  Behaviour  on  his 
part,  and  sentiments  very  different  from  those  expressed  in  bis  said 
Letter;  I  wrote  him  a  short  answer  to  it,  which  you  will  see  in  No. 
4,  to  which  he  sent  the  reply  contained  in  No.  5,  justifying  and 
repeating  his  insolence,  and  this  finished  the  correspondence. 

I  have  only  to  observe,  that  it  is  conceived,  the  honor  and  dignity 
Vol.  X.--22 
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of  Mm  GonmonwMddi,  and  throngli  it  the  hoDor  tad  dign^  of  Um 
United  States  in  general,  are  essentially  wounded  by  the  insolenee 
of  Gapt.  Stanhope  towards  the  Chief  Majistrate  of  the  former; 
that  unless  it  be  properly  resented  every  British  officer  of  every 
British  vessel  however  insignificant  will  when  ever  an  opportuiity 
shall  offer,  insnlt  the  government  of  every  State  in  the  Unton,  and 
that  a  tameness  under  insult  must,  in  the  estimadon  of  all  Ibreignen 
effectually  destroy  the  natural  Character,  and  importance  of  the 
United  Stotes. 

If  after  reading  the  annexed  Copy  of  Letters  which  passed  bo- 
tween  the  said  Stanhope  and  me,  you  should  be  of  that  opinion  yoa 
will  please  to  lay  the  same  before  the  United  States  in  Congress  ••- 
aembled,  .that  they  may  take  such  measures  oonoeming  it^  as  their 
wisdom  and  a  sense  of  their  own  honor  shall  dictate. 
With  the  most  perfect  respect, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

your  most  Obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BOWDOm. 

The  Honorable  Elbridge  Gerry,  Samuel  Holten,.  Rufus  King, 
Bsqi*,  Delegates  in  Congress  for  the  Commonwealth  ot  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Copy  of  Lettere  from  Gapt.  Stanhope,  oommander  of  the  Brilidi 
Frigate  Mercury,  to  His  ExceUeucy,  James  Bowdoio,  Esq"*,  governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  with  a  Copy  of  His  Excel- 
lency's answer  to  the  two  first  of  those  Letters. 

N.  B.  The  Letters  from  Captain  Stanhope  were  on  the  cover  of 
each  of  them  superscribed 

On  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Service. 

To  His  Excellency,  Governor  Bowdoin,  &c.  &c.,  Boston. 


No.  1. 

Mercury,  Boston  Harbour,  August  1, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  the  con- 
tinued insults  and  disgraceful  indignities  offered  by  hundreds  in  this 
Town  to  me  and  my  Officers,  whicn  hitherto  we  have  vrinked  at,  as 
well  as  the  most  illiberal  and  indecent  language,  with  which  the 
newspapers  have  been  filled,  nor  should  I  have  troubled  you  now 
had  I  not  have  been  persoed,  and  my  life  as  well  ss  that  of  one  of 
my  Officers  been  endangered  by  the  violent  rage  of  a  mob  yesteday 
evening,  without  provocation  of  any  sort,  I  trust  it  needless  to  recom- 
mend to  your  Excellency  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  discover 
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the  ringleaders  of  tlie  pftrty  that  tu$autnat6d  mey  and  bring  tbem  to 
pablio  justice^  as  #ell  as  proteet  as  from  further  insult. 
'    I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

jour  Excellency's 

moi»t  Obed'  Humble  senr^ 

(Signed)  HY.  STANHOPB. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Excellenejj  Governor  Bowdoin,  Ae.^  fto.,  fto.| 

Kg,  2.- 

Gommonwealih  of  Massaefansetts. 

Boston;  Aug.  1st;  1786. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  this  date  is  now  before  me.  It  is  a  great  misto- 
tune  that  the  subjects  or  Citixens  of  different  Countries  whieh  have 
been  at  enmitji  cannot  easily  recover  that  degree  of  good  humour 
which  should  induce  them  to  treat  each  other  with  proper  deoommi 
when  the  governments  to  whieh  they  respectively  belong  have  en- 
tered into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  sheathed  the  Sword.  But  you 
must  have  observed  that  disturbances  arising  from  this  source  too 
frequently  happen^  especially  in  populous  sea  port  Towns.  If  you 
have  been  insutted  and  your  life  uui  been  endangered  in  manner  as 
you  have  represented  to  me,  I  must  inform  you  that  our  Laws  afford 
you  ample  SatisiiMtion.  Foreigners  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
the  Law,  as  well  as  amenable  to  it,  e(|aally  with  any  Gitiien  of  the 
United  Statesy  while  tbey  eontinue  within  the  jnrnKlietion  of  this 
Commonwealth.  Any  learned  practitioner  in  the  Law,  if  applied 
to,  will  direct  you  the  mode  of  legal  process  in  the  obtaining  a  re- 
dress of  injury  if  you  have  been  injured ;  and  the  Judiciary  Courts 
will  cause  due  enquiry  to  be  made  touchins  riotous  and  unlawful 
assemblies  and  their  misdemeanors ;  and  inflftt  legal  punishment  on 
such  as  by  Verdict  of  a  Jury  mmy  be  found  guilty. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  Obd*  ham'  Servant, 

(Signed)        JAMES  BOWDOW 


No.  8, 

(N.  B.    This  was  sent  August  8d,  P.  M.) 

Mercury,  Boston  Harbour,  Ag*  2d,  1786. 
Sir, 

When  I  had  the  Honor  of  applyios  to  your  Excellency  to  dis- 
countenance the  disgraceful  attadis  made  upon  me  and  the  Officers 
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of  bis  BriteAnio  Mftjesiy'a  Ship  Heroory  under  my  Commaiid,  wad 
to  afford  us  your  protecUoDi  it  was  upon  your  positive  assurance  to 
that  effeot  in  their  presence,  I  rested  my  hope.  How  much  yc«r 
Conduct  contradicts  both  that,  and  my  expectation  is  too  obvioai 
either  to  satisfy  me,  or  eyen  to  do  credit  to  yourself.  For  yo«r 
Excellency  must  excuse  me  when  I  remark  that  I  neyer  reoeiTcd  a 
letter  so  insulting  to  my  senses,  as  your  answer  to  my  requisidon  of 
yesterday.  I  am,  however,  pleased  in  finding  a  much  better  disposi- 
tion in  the  first  Class  of  inhabitants,  whose  assistanoe  I  am  happy  to 
acknowledge,  as  the  more  acceptable  after  your  apparent  evaoca 
from  the  substance  of  my  Letter ;  and  howerer  weU  informed  your 
Exoellency  may  believe  yourself  upon  the  laws  and  onstoms  of 
Nations  in  similar  cases,  allow  me  to  assure  you  there  is  not  ooe,  no 
not  even  the  ally  of  these  States  that  would  not  most  severely  repnh 
bate  either  the  want  of  energy  in  government  or  disinclination  of  the 
governor  to  correct  such  notorious  insults  to  public  Characten^  in 
.which  light  onW  we  can  desire  to  be  received. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir 

your  m(>st  Obed^  Humble  Serv% 

(Signed)        HY.  STANHOPE. 
His  Excellency,  Qovemor  Bowdoin,  &c.^  &o. 

No.  4. 

Captain  Stanhope  year  Letter  bearing /date  the  second  instant  was 
delivered  to  me  by  your  Lieutenant  Mr.  Nash  at  four  o'clock  this 
afternoon. 

I  hereby  let  you  know,  that  as  the  Letter  is  oonoeived  in  tenas  of 
jnedenoe  and  abuse,  altogether  unprovoked,  I  shall  take  such  meas- 
ures concerning  it,  as  the  dignity  of  my  station,  and  a  just  regard  to 
the  honor  of  the  United  States  in  general  shall  require. 

JAMES  BOWDOIN. 

Boston,  August  8d,  1785,  6  o'clock,  P.M. 

•         nTs. 

Mercury,  Nantasket  Road  August  8d. 
(It  should  have  been  August  4,)  1785,  i  past  12,  A.  M. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  honor  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  this 
moment  received,  and  have  to  assure  you  I  shall  most  chearfnlly 
submit  to  the  worst  consequences  that  can  arise  from  our  correspon- 
dence, which  I  do  not  conceive  on  my  part  to  have  been  couched  in 
terms  of  either  insolence  or  abuse,  which  is  more  than  I  oould 
venture  to  say  of  yours.  And  however  exalted  your  Excellency't 
station  is,  I  know  not  of  any  more  respectable  than  that  I  have  the 
honor  to  fill.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  very  humble  Serv't. 

HY  STANHOPE. 
His  Excellency,  Qovemor  Bowdoin,  &c.  &c. 
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Tbe  Secretary  to  the  TTnited  States  for  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs  to  whom  was  referred  a  Letter  of  tbe  8tb  instant  from  his 
Excellency  the  GoTemor  of  Massaehosetts  to  the  Delegates  of  thai 
Commonwealth  in  Congress  report 

That  in  his  opinion  the  answer  of  the  Governor  to  Capt.  Stanhope's 
first  Letter  was  perfectly  proper,  that  the  Captains  reply  was  highly 
disrespectftt),  and  being  so,  that  snob  measures  might  have  been 
adopted  as  the  laws  prescribe  for  asserting  the  dignity  of  government 
in  snob  cases. 

He  is  farther  of  opinion  tbat  two  things  are  essential  to  the  res* 
piectability  of  government.  (1 )  That  it  should  be  always  in  tbe 
right,  and  (2)  That  it  should  never  be  opposed  or  ill  treated  with 
impunity.  To  these  ends  its  own  internal  power,  ^in  such  cases  as 
the  present)  is,  or  ought  to  be  adequate,  and  tberetore  a  recurretaoa 
lo  a  foreign  sovereign  to  resent  and  punish  affronts  to  such  govern- 
ment, committed  under  its  eye,  and  within  its  jurisdiction,  appears 
to  your  Secretary  a  departure  from  that  self  respect,,  which  on  such 
oeoasions  should  invariably  be  observed ;  except  indeed  wfaedre  auob 
indignities  are  offered  by  Ambassadors. 

If  these  principles  are  well  founded,  then  it  will  follow  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  that  no  complaint  or  application  for  redrtn 
should  be  made  by  Congress  U>  his  Britannic  Majesty  on  the  subject 
in  question. 

But  as  America  and  Britain  are  at  peace,  and  in  that  sense  friends, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  disrespect  to  the  one  from  officers  of  the 
other,  must  be  offensive  to  the  sovereign  of  such  officers ;  in  as  mucb 
as  such  oonduct  tends  to  irritate  and  alienate  the  good  will  of  the 
other.  Under  this  view  of  the  matter  your  Secretary  thinks  it 
would  be  proper  to  transmit  these  papers  to  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  London,  and  to  instruct  him  to  commu- 
nicate them  to  the  Britbh  Minister  and  to  assure  himj 

n)  That  nothing  but  a  desire  to  avoid  encreasing  tlie  irritation 
which  the  late  war  may  have  produced  in  the  two  nations  could  have 
restrained  the  governor  from  resenting  the  inaecent  conduct  of  Capt. 
Stanhope  in  a  severe  and  exemplary  manner. 

(2)  To  assure  him  that  Congress  are  persuaded  that  such  Behaviour 
must  give  no  less  displeasure  to  his  Majesty  than  it  does  to  them— « 
and  that  as  all  Sovereigns  must  in  a  certain  degree  be  affected  by 
the  conduct  of  th^r  servants,  Congress  think  that  the  justice  due  to 
His  Majesty  calls  upon  them  to  lay  this  information  before  him.* 

(3)  That  Congress  flatter  themselves  that  tliis  instance  of  delicacy 
and  moderation  will  be  ascribed  to  its  proper  motives,  and  considered 
as  evincive  of  a  desire  to  prevent  animosity  and  promote  mutual  good 
will* 

Your  Secretary  also  thiflks  it  would  be  proper  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  this  report  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  and  to  assure  him 
that  Congress  consider  the  dignity  of  eacb  of  the  States  as  insepa- 
rably oonneeled  with  that  of  the  Union;  and  therefore  that  it  shall 
on  every  occasion  experience  their  care  and  attention. 
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Besolfed,  That  OongrMB  agree  to  the  said  report 
Oideredy  That  a  Copy  of  this  report  together  with  the  foTegoiog 
Lettea  be  tranemitted  to  the  Bxeeatiires  ^  the  aereral  atatea. 
Extract  from  the  Seoret  Joomal. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  See'j. 

BbPOBT  or  OOMMISSIONBRS  ON  BOUNDA&T,   1785. 

We  the  Sahseribeni  Gommiasioners  appointed  bj  the  Statca  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Yirginia  to  ascertain  Uie  Boundary  between  the 
said  States. 

Bo  Gertify  that  we  have  earned  on  a  Meridian  liine  from  the 
Sonth-Weat  Gomer  of  Pennsylvania  Northward  to  the  River  Obio^ 
and  merited  it  by  cutting  a  wide  Vista  over  all  the  prindpnl  HiUs 
interseeted  by  the  said  Line,  and  by  falling  or  deadening  a  Line  of 
Trees,  generally  thro'  all  the  lower  grounds;  and  we  have  likewise 
pbuMd  Stones  marked  on  the  East  side  P.  and  on  the  West  aide  Y., 
on  most  of  the  principal  Hills,  and  where  the  Line  strikes  the  Ohis^ 
which  Stones  are  accurately  placed  in  the  Tme  MeridiaUi  boniiding 
the  States  as  aforesaid.  Witneas  our  Hands  and  Seals  this  23d  day 
of  August^  1785. 

DAV.  RITTBNHOnSE,  [L-fl]! t,  ^„^, 

ANDREW  PORTER,      h.s.^  ^  l^ennara. 

ANDREW  ELLIGOTT,   "      ' 

JOSEPH  NBVILL. 


ttuBJ 
L.B] 


Tup 


StTRvsTOB  Obkbral  TO  Prbs.  Dickinsov,  1785. 

Surv.  GFeneral's  Office, 

Philad'a,  2dth  August,  1785. 
To  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President,  and  die 
Honble  the  Supreme  Executive  Goundl. 
Pursuant  to  an  Ant  of  Assembly  passed  the  12th  dav  of  Maivh* 
1788,  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands  therein  mentioned,  tot  the  pur- 
pose of  Redeeming  the  Certificates  of  Depreciation  given  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  or  their  Representa- 
tives, &0.,  and  an  order  of  GouncU  of  the  10th  day  of  June,  1783.* 
I  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  I  have  received  upwards  of  One  hundred  and  forty  Returns 
of  survey  of  the  land  appropriated  as  above,  and  daily  expect  moie. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

Yonr  Hble.  Servt., 

JNO.  LUKJINS,  8.  O.f 
Dtrectedf 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Coundl. 

»  See  page  58.  f  CoL  Rea,  VoL  XIV.,  p.  627. 
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Sko't  Of  Congress  to  F&bs.  Diokinson,  1785. 

Office  of  Seoretaiy  of  CoDgress, 

August  29th|  1785. 
Sir, 

On  ezaminiDg  the  files  in  this  offioe  I  find  that  only  five  States 
namely  Newhampshire,  Massachnsetts,  New  Tork,  Maryland  and 
Virginia  have  transmitted  their  Laws  passed  in  pnrsnanee  of  the 
recommendation  of  Oongress  of  the  80th  April,  1784.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  other  States  have  complied  with  the  recommendation, 
though  their  Laws  have  not  been  ^forwarded,  I  therefore  take  the 
liberty  of  enclosing  the  act  and  re<}uest  the  favour  of  your  Excel- 
lency to  inform  me  what  your  Leaislatnre  have  done,  and  if  they 
have  complied,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  me  a  Oopy  of 
their  act  tiiat  I  may  report  the  same  to  Congress. 
With  great  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  ft  most  humble  Serv't, 

CbA.  THOMSON.* 
,  Directed f 

To  His  Ezoellencjy  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Besolution  of  Conqbess, 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

April  80th,  1784. 

The  trust  reposed  in  Congress,  renders  it  their  duty  to  be  attentive 
to  the  conduct  of  foreign  nations,  apd  to  prevent  or  restrain  as  for 
may  be^  all  such  proceedings  as  might  prove  injurious  to  the  United 
States.  The  situation  of  commerce  at  this  time  claims  the  attention 
of  the  several  states,  ai^^  few  objects  of  greater  importance  can  pre- 
sent themselves  to  their  notice.  The  fortune  of  every  citizen  is 
interested  in  the  success  thereof;  for  it  is  the  constant  source  of 
wealth  and  incentive  to  industrv;  and  the  value  of  our  produce  and 
our  land  must  ever  rise  or  ml  in  proportion  to  the  prosperous  or 
adverse  state  of  trade. 

Already  has  Great  Britain  adopted  regulations  destructive  of  our 
commerce  with  her  West-India  Islands.  There  was  reason  to  expect 
that  measures  so  uneaiud  and  so  little  calculated  to  promote  mercan- 
tile intercourse,  woula  not  be  persevered  in  by  anenhghtened  nation. 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  Yol.  XIV.,  p.  529. 
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Bat  theae  measures  are  growing  into  system.  It  would  be  tbe  dntj 
of  Congress,  as  it  is  their  wish,  to  meet  the  attempts  of  Great-Brhab 
with  similar  restrictions  on  her  commerce ;  but  their  powers  on  tkb 
head  are  not  explicit^  and  the  propositions  made  by  the  legislatues 
of  the  several  states,  render  it  necessary  to  take  the  general  sense  of 
the  Union  on  this  subject. 

Unless  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  be  vested 
with  powers  competent  to  the  protection  of  commerce,  they  can  neTcr 
command  reciprocal  advantages  in  trade;  and  without  these, oer 
foreign  commerce  must  decline  and  eventually  be  annihilated.  Hesoe 
it  is  necessary  that  the  states  should  be  explicit,  and  fix  on  Boae 
effectual  mode  by  whieh  foreign,  commerce  not  founded  on  principles 
of  equality  may  be  restrained. 

That  the  United  States  may  be  enabled  to  secure  such  tensi 
they  have 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legisla^ 
latures  of  the  several  states,  to  vest  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  power  to  prohibit  tnj 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize  from  being  imported  into  or  exported 
from  any  of  the  states,  in  vessek  belonging  to  or  navigated  bj  the 
subjects  of  any  power  with  whom  these  states  shall  not  have  foinwd 
treaties  of  commerce.* 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  legishtiiTes 
of  the  several  states,  to  vest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  the  power  of  prohlbating  tbe 
subjects  of  any  foreign  state,  kingdom  or  empire,  unless  autboriied 
by  treaty,  from  importing  into  the  United  States,  any  goods,  wsrei 
or  merchandize,  which  are  not  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  tlM 
dominions  of  the  sovereign  whose  subjects  they  are. 

Provided,  That  to  all  acts  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  sssem- 
bled,  in  pursuance  of  the  above  powers^  the  assent  of  nine  ststei 
shall  be  necessary. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Col.  Josiah  Harmar  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1785. 
Fort  Mcintosh,  September  1st,  1785. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  &  the  hoDorabie 
Council,  a  monthly  return  of  this  date,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Troop 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  time  of  one-half  the  men  has  expired,  and  notwithstanding^ 
I  have  used  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  retain  them  in  senie^i 
until  the  honorable  Legislature  convened,  such  is  their  want  of 
confidence  in  the  public,  respecting  their  pay,  and  their  wish  ta  fi 
down  the  country,  that  I  find  it  impossible  to  re-engage  them  heiej 
according  to  my  former  expectations. 
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Ab  OoDgrw»  have  been,  pleased  to  re?ise  their  resolationsi  Mid  to 
order  that  only  one  fall  compaDj  of  Infantry  shall  attend  the  treaty, 
which  is  to  be  held  at  the  mouth  of  the  ffreat  Miami — I  think  it 
may  be  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  I  shall  oe' able  to  re-enlist  that 
number.  Fartj^-Four  are  already  engaged,  and  two  Officers  are 
at  Fort  Pitt  on  the  reomitiuff  service,  who,  when  the  men  haye  had 
out  their  frolic,  I  trust  will  be  suooessful. 

Enclosed  is  the  form  of  an  Enlistment,  which  is  copied  from  the 
old  one,  excepting  the  alteration  of  the  resolve  of  Oongreuy  and  the 
substituting  Aree  yean  instead  of  one.  No  justice  of  the  peace 
being  at  hand,  I  judged  it  would  advance  the  public  service  by 
administering  the  Oath  myself. 

The  bearer.  Captain  Ziegler,  (a  very  deserving  officer,)  has  orders 
to  wait  upon  your  Excellency  &  the  honorable  Council  for  recruiting 
instructions.  After  having  re-engaged  about  Ninety  or  One  hundred 
men  in  this  quarter,  I  propose  going  to  Philadelphia  to  complete  the 
business.  The  men  who  have  been  discharged  and  are  gone  down- 
wards, will  soon  be  tired  of  work ;  and  I  am  well  convinced,  there 
will  be  little  difficulty  in  speedily  recruiting  the  quota  of  troops  re« 
quired  from  our  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  esteem 
&  respect,  your  Excellency's 
&  The  honorable  CounoiFs 
most  hble.  &  obdt.  Servt., 

JOS.  HAKMAR, 
Lt.  Col.  Com.  1st  A.  B. 
Dtrectedj — (Public  Service.) 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq ,  President,  &  the  Honor- 
Me  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pennsylvania. 


Gbk.  Wm.  Irvinb  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1786. 

Carlisle,  September  2d,  1785. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Power,  one  of  the  deputy  Surveyors  of  the  donation 
land,  ealUd  on  me  yesterday  to  inform  me  that  he  has  compleated 
the  number  of  Surveys  allotted  to  him  within  his  district,  which 
lies  above  the  mouth  of  French  Creek,  and  takes  in  Oil  Creek. 

He  says  that  he  could  not  find  land  fit  for  cultivation  near  the 
Alegheny  River,  and  adds,  notwithstanding  that  he  found  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  good  land  within  his  district ;  and  that  there  is  still  a 
considerable  overpluss  left.  His  surveys  are  made  on  the  Flastern 
branches  of  French  Creek  &  west  of  Sugar  Creek,  (which  you  will 
be  pleased  to  observe  has  been  noticed  in  a  particular  manner  in  my 

22* 
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description  of  tfaat  Country.)  Hr.  Power  slso  adds  that  Mr.  Hasder- 
8on  aind  Mr.  Watt,  are  jet  employed  in  snrreying  ^eir  distriots,  and 
that  he  believes  they  hare  proceeded  in  the  dame  manner  he  did, 
respecting  the  distance  of  beginning  from  the  Riter. 

1  presume  thid  information  may  be  nsefbl  partieolarly  if  any 
alteration  should  be  thought  necessary  in  the  present  plan,  wht^ 
has  indnced  me  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  it. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  great  respect.  Sir, 

your  Etoellency's  most 

obedient  humble  Servt., 

WM.  IRVINB.* 
Directed^ 
His  Bxcellancy,  John  IMckinson,  Esq. 


Pms,  Dickinson  to.Wm.  Maolat,  1786. 

In  Council,  September  Sd,  1785. 
Sir, 

Belying  upon  your  Integrity  &  Prudence  we  request  you  to  take 
the  charge  of  delivering  the  goods  to  the  Indian  Chiefs  appointed  at 
the  late  Treaty  for  receiving  them  at  Tioga  on  the  first  I^y  of  next 
month.  Colonel  Johnson  now  sends  them  to  you  with  an  inycnee, 
and  we  are  exceedingly  desirous  that  they  may  be  at  Tioga  in  time. 

As  you  VFcre  a  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  this  State,  we 
wish  you  to  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  that  will  be  afforded  on* 
tbid  occasion,  of  reading  the  Treaty  to  the  Indians  as  it  is  entered  on 
the  public  Journals  of  the  Oeneral  AssemMy,  of  ezplai&iog  the  Ibr 
presfiions  relating  to  the  Priviled^  of  hunting  on  the  Lands  mi^ 
they  are  improved,  of  demonstratmg  the  absurdity  of  constnielig 
those  Expressions  so  as  to  overthrow  the  strong  words  of  Conveyance 
in  their  Deeds,  and  all  Ideas  of  Faith  &  Justioe  in  respect  to  a  pur- 
chase for  which  they  hate  received  a  valuable  Consideration  declared 
by  them  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  be  fully  satisfactory  and  even 
generous-— and  of  removing  the  Impressions  made  npon  their  Hinds 
by  false  sugeestions  concerning  the  Intentions  of  this  Commonwealth 
&  the  UniAed  8tate^  or  respecting  the  late  Treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
by  which  ih»  whole  Ooontry,  up  to  ihe  Lakes  is  ceded  to  these 
States. 

I  am  Sir, 
«  year  most  obed't  Serv't 

JOHN  DICKINSON.f 
Directed^ 

To  Wm.  Maclay,  Esquire. 

♦  See  Col.  Eec,  Vol.  XTV.,'  p:  629. 
t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  6S1. 
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Prbs,  Dickinson  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1786. 

In  Counoil,  September  7th,  1785. 
Qentlemeoi  t 

We  inclose  Copies  of  two  Letters  from  the  War  Office  &  <^  ona 
froth  us,  respeoting  the  proportion  of  officers  &  privates  in  the  federal 
regiment  to  be  fornished  by  this  State  and  of  the  kte  act  of  assembly 
on  that  subject 

To  the  Confederation  k  to  that  Law  we  shall  hold  ourselves  bound 
to  adhere ;  k  therefore  we  desire  that  you  will  immediately  apply  to 
Congress,  k  obtain  their  assent  to  the  airangem^t  adopted,  k  execu- 
ted last  year,  upon  which  Pennsylvania  supplied  1  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Commandant,  8  Captains,  &  Lieutenants,  and  3  Ensigns  of 
la&ntry,  and  1  Captain  and  1  Lieutenant  of  Artillery. 
I  am  with  great  Consideration 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obed*  Serv^ 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
Directed^  To  The  Honorable  The  Delegates. 


John  Baynton,  C.  T.,  to  Pms.  DioKiNsoNy  1786, 

Warden's  Office,  Sep'  8th,  1785. 
Sir, 

The  Collector  of  Tonnage,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Wardens 
of  the  Port,  is  impelled  by  a  Sense  of  Duty  to  represent  to  your 
Excellency  k  the  Honble  Council  that  for  the  more  effectual  k 
speedy  Collection  of  the  Duties  of  Tonnage  to  be  levied  on  all  Ships 
k  Vessels  coming  into  or  going  out  of  this  Port,  he  conceives  it 
absolutely  necessary  that  such  Instructions  should  be  given  to  the 
Naval  Officer  as  will  prevent  all  Clearances  of  Vessels  untill  the 
Demands  for  additional  Tonnage  are  secured.  He  begs  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  Demand  for  additional  Tonnage  arises  from  the  fol« 
lowing  Cause. 

That  few  Registers  of  Ships  or  other  Vessels  exactly  spi^ify  their 
Tonnage;  indeed,  so  great  has  been  the  Deficiency  in  sOttie  Instances, 
that  on  Experiment  it  has  been  found  that  the  trtie  Tonnage  exceeds 
by  One  Half  or  Two  Thirds  what  is  declared  in  the  Kegister ;  thus, 
unless  properly  attended  to,  greatly  lesseninj^  the  public  Revenue. 

On  Application  to  the  Naval  Officer  for  his  Support  k  Assistance 
in  tiie  Premises,  he  pleads  Want  of  Authority  from  the  Laws  of  the 
State,  at  the  same  Time  expressing  his  earnest  Desire  that  such 
Directions  may  issue  from  your  Honble  Body  as  will  be  a  sufficient 
Sanction  for  his  Conduct  in  promoting  the  Collection  of  Revenue 
-that  niay  be  justly  due  to  the  State.  JN*  BAtNTON.^ 

Directed,  Collector  of  Tonnage** 

^  His  Excellency,  the  President,  &  the  Honble  the  Supreme  Execu 
live  Council. 

*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  584. 
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Cbnsus  of  Bbdfobd  Countt,  1785. 

A  Retaip  of  the  Mala  white  Inhabitants  between  the  A^ei  d 
eighteen  and'  fifty  three,  in  the  Beveral  diatriets  of  the  OosBtj  d 
Bedford,  aa  the  same  is  now  Divided. 

MCL 

Bedfisrd  Townahlp  230 

Colerain  Township,  85 

Cumberland  Valley  Township,  66 

London  Deny  Township,  101 

Frovidenoe  Township.  lOS 

585 


Brothers  Valley  Township,  230 

Milford  Township,  109 

Qaemthoning  Township,  93 

Turkey  Foot  Township,  ;  90 

522 


Bethel  Township,  180 

Air  Township,  130 

Dublin  Township,  90 

Sherley  Township,  145 

"545 


Barree  Township,  75 

Frankstown  Township,  219 

Hopewell  Township,  113 

Huntbgdon  Township.  96 

•m 

GEORGE  WOODS,  L.  B.  C. 
DxrecUd^ 

Hia  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
eoutive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

»  Bboold  be  608,  aocording  to  the  figures  here,  which  correspond  witk 
document 
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MaNAGBBS  of  StATH  LoTTS&T  to  PbES.  DiCKIKSONy  1785. 

May  it  please  the  Coanoil, 

The  Managers  of  the  State  Lottery  beg  leave  to  inform  ^our 
Honorable  Board  that  they  have  made  the  necessary  preparationsi 
and  are  ready  to  proceed  to  the  drawing  of  the  second  Class  on 
Monday  next,  the  19th  Instant,  agreeably  to  the  appointment  of 
Coanoil. 

That  having  found  from  Experience  while  drawing  the  first  Class 
that  a  considerable  number  of  Tickets  were  sold  in  the  intervals  of 
the  drawing,  altho'  manifestly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchasers,  & 
considering  that  by  mixing  Blanks  among  the  PriieSi  to  be  drawn 
with  them  a  greater  equality  of  Chance  would  be  kept  up  k  more 
encouragement  given  to  adventurers,  the  Managers  have  made  a  rep- 
resentation thereof  to  the  Honorible  the  House  of  Assembly  which 
is  now  before  a  Committee  but  not  reported  upon. 

That  but  Seven  hundred  &  ninety  Tickets  of  the  Second  class 
have  been  sold  in  the  city  &  the  returns  of  a  great  number  sent 
abroad  are  not  yet  made. 

Tbe  Managers  therefore  think  it  their  duty  to  lay  those  Circum- 
stances of  the  Lottery  before  your  Excellency  &  Honors  &  beg  leave 
to  submit  to  your  Consideration  the  propriety  of  delaying  the 
drawing  for  a  few  days  nntill  the  determination  of  the  Assembly 
shall  be  known. 

A  sufficient  number  of  Blanks  are  rolled  up  k  ready  to  be  put 
into  the  wheelS|  the  drawing  will  not  therefore  be  delayed  for  them. 

M.  HILLEGAS, 
B.  FULLER, 
MATTH.  CLARKSON,* 

SUte  Lottery  Office,  Sept.  17th,  1785. 
Directedf 

The  Honorable  The  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Gov.  CLnrrow,  op  N.  T.,  to  Pkbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

New  York,  19th  S^t,  1785. 

Sir, 

A  certain  Francis  Read  lately  charged  with  having  committed  a 
Roberry  in  this  City  escaped  from  the  Officer  who  had  him  in  Cus- 
tody and  fled  to  the  City  of  Philadelpbia  whither  he  was  pursued, 
retaken  and  committed  on  the  above  Charge  to  the  Goal  of  that 
Oity.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  yonr  Excellency  will 
(agreeable  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation)  be  pleased  to  direct 

*  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XiV.,  p.  589.    The  drawing  was  postponed 
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that  the  offender  may  be  delivered  to  the  Officer  who  will  have  tlie 
Honor  of  presenting  this  Letter,  and  who  is  posBeased  with  tibe 
original  warrant  against  Read,  in  order  that  he  maj  be  brought  to 
Justice  in  the  State  where  the  offence  waa  GoDimitt«d. 
I  hare  the  Honor  to  Be, 
with  the  highest  Respect  and'  Esteem, 
your  Excellency's  most  ol)edt.  Servant, 

GEO.  CLINTOH-* 
DirteUd 

Publie  Service. 

Hia  Exoellenoy^  Governor  Dickinson,  Philadeltriiia. 


Teustees  of  the  General  Loan  Office  to  Pess. 
DioKiESON,  1785. 

The  Trustees  of  the  General  Loan  office  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  applies'  to  his  Excellency  the  Presideot  and  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  for  such  a  Sum  of  the  new  Paper 
Money  to  emit  on  Loan  agreeable  to  Law  as  yon  shall  see  proper  to 
grant  them  at  this  time, 
Philada.  Septr.  26th,  1785. 

GEORGE  SCHOLSSER^ 
ROWD.  EVANS, 
ROBERT  SMITH-t 


Report  to  Conqress — ^National  Debt,  1785. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

September  27,  1785. 
The  report  of  the  grand  committee  being  amende^  to  ited  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  for  the  services  of  the  present  year,  one  thoosand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  for  the  payment  of  one  year's  intetest 
on  the  fweign  and  domestic  debt,  and  as  a  prdviaion  to  dinlurge 
the  balance  of  the  estimate  of  April  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  above  the  sum  called  for  by  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  that  Date,  it  will  be  necessary  ti^  Three 
Millions  of  Dollars,  in  addition  to  649,880  dollars,  hereafter  pro- 

»  See  Col.  Eec.  Vol.,  XIV.  p.  640. 
t  See  Ibid.d48. 
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Tided  for^  be  paid  into  the  eommon  treasarji  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  May  next^  to  be  appropria^d  to  the  following  purposes  : 

Dollars. 

Civil  department,        -        •        -    122,331  00 

Military  department,  -        -    187,224  32 

Pnrchases  of  Indian  rights  o^ 
8oil|  and  the  ineidental  ex- 
pences,  5,000  00 

Contingenoies,  the  ezpences  un- 
der which  head  shall,  on  the 
1st  of  Jan.,  annually,  b^ 
transmitted  by  the  boaid  of 
treasury,  to  the  legislature  of 
each  state,        -        -        -  90,000  60 


404,555  32 


Foaxtoff  DAbt. 

10,000,000  liyres  loaned  in  Hoi- 

land  and  guaranteed  by  France, 

one  year's  interest  thereon,  •      74,074  00 

24,000,000  ditto  public  French 

loan,  one  year's  interest  thereon,  222,222.20 
174,000  doll's  Spanish  loan,  one 

year's  interest  thereon,  -  -  8,700  00 
5,000,000  florins  first  Dutch  loan, 

one  year's  interest  thereon,       «  96,527.5 

2,000,000  ditto  second  Dutch  loan, 

one  year's  interest  thereon  at  4 

per  cent.  ....  30,888  88 
846,710    Hvres  to    the    farmers 

general  of  France  one  year's  in- 
terest thereon,        -        .        -        -   7,840  00 


440,252  58 


DoMBsno  Debt. 

Liquidated. 
10,517,88.6    dollarcH-one  year's 
intei«8tthetfeon,        •.----     631^042.6 
Loan  office  debt 

8,778,900  00  dollars  issned  to 
the  1st  Sept.,  1777,  equal  to 
specie  -^  one  year's  interest 
thereon, 226,734 
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8,459,200  dollars  issaed  be- 
tween Ist  Sept,  1777,  and 
Isfe  March,  1778,  which  sum 
is  Bubjeot  to  iiquidatioD,  by 
the  soalci  bat  the  interest  is 
payable  on  the  nominal  soiBy 
— one  year's  interest  th^reoi||        207,510 

5,146,380.8  dollars  specie  yalae 
of  nnoancelled  loan  offioe  cer- 
tificates issued  after  the^nt  of 
March,  1778,  one  year's  inter- 
est thereon,        -        -        -  308,780.6 


743,051.6 


4,823,724  dollars  estimated  am't 

of  certificates^  Hssned  and  to  be 

issued  to  the  lines  of  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 

— one  year's  interest  thereon,         -        -        -        289,423.4 
1^141,551.5  dollars,   balance  of 

the  estimate  of  the  27th  of 

April,  1784,  above   the  sum 

called  for  by  the  resolution  of 

CoDgress  of  that  date,        -        -        .        -         1,141,551.5 

Total  estimate,        -        -  3,649,880. 

Deduction,  -        -  649,880. 

Balance  to  be  called  for,  3,000,OW. 

Deduct  for  part  of  the  Dutch  loan  applied  towards  a  di8ohai||0  <^ 
the  last  year's  estimate,  and  wluoh  the  sums  required  from  the  states 
last  year  will  replace ;  jind  for  loans  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Botoh  Commissioners,  and  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purposes  of 
this  estimate,  649,880  dollars,  and  there  remains  the  balaDce  of 
three  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  common  treasury. 

The  committee  find  that,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  27  th  of  April,  1784,  there  yet  remains  a  moiety  of  the 
requisition  for  ei^ht  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  wMe  of  the  reepor 
sition  for  two  millions  of  dollars^  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  before  any  new  reqjdisition  ought  to  be  made — Th»j 
are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  states  be  called  upon  to  make  tctoal 
payment  of  three  quarters  of  the  remaining  moiety  aforesaid,  on  os 
before  the  first  day  of  May  aforesaid. 

The  committee  have  not  been  able  toobtain  information  how  nan; 
SUtes  have  complied  with  the  resolution  of  February  17lh,  or  (ba| 
of  April  18th,  1783,  relative  to  a  rule,  for  adjusting  the' quotas* 
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tbe  flevenl  states  in  federal  requisitions.— They  Are  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  the  several  states  which  have  not  decided  on. that  snb- 
jcct|  be  again  solicited  to  come  to  a  decision  thereon,  and  to  send 
forward  the  same,  as  a  measure  necessary  to  enable  Congress  to 
effect  a  settlement  of  accounts  with  the  several  states,  and  to  appor- 
tion to  each  a  just  quota  of  the  pnblie  ezpences ;  but  in  the  mean 
time,  as  tbe  public  faith  renders  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  continue 
their  annual  demand  for  money,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
in  the  apportionment  thereof,  the  quotas  of  the  several  states  should 
be  adjusted  agreeably  to  the  best  information  which  Congress  may 
frotn  time  to  time  have  obtained  on  the  subject.  Upon  this  principle 
they  recommend  to  Congress,  that  in  the  present  requisition  for  three 
millions  of  dol-ars,  the  quotas  of  the  several  states  be  as  follows,  vis. : 

Dollars. 

New-Hampshire, 105,416 

Massachusetts, 448,854 

Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  ^  -        -  64,636 

Connecticut,      -     * 264,182 

New-York, 256,486 

New-Jersey, 166J16 

Pennsylvania, 410,378 

Delaware, -        -^41,886 

Maryland, 283,034 

Virginia,            .----.-  512,974 

North-Carolina, 218,012 

South.Carolina, 192,366 

Georgia, 82,060 

3,000,000. 


Which  sums,  when  paid,  shall  be  passed  to  the  credit  «f  the  states 
respectively,  on  the  terms  prescribed  bv  the  resolution  of  Congress 
fit  the  sixth  day  of  October,  1779,  and  together  with  the  monies 
relied  on  to  dischage  the  aforesaid  deduction  of  649,880  dollars,  be 
applied  in  conformity  with  the  several  appropriations  in  the  pre- 
ceding part  of  this  report,  giving  preference  according  to  the  order 
in  which  they  are  stated  in  the  estimate. 

As  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  sum  called  for  is  to  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  interest  on  the  domestic  debt,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  seversl  legislatures  may  so  model  the  collection  of 
the  sums  called  for,  that  one  third  of  any  sum  being  paid  in  actual 
money,  the  other  two-thirds  may  be  discharged  by  the  interest  due 
'  upon  loan-office  certificates  and  upon  other  certificates  of  the  liquidated 
debts  of  the  United  States.  And  to  ascertain  the  evidences  of  interest 
due  upon  loan  office  certificates,  the  holders  thereof  respectively, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  carry  them  to  the  office  from  which  they  issued, 
and  the  holders  ef  other  certificates  of  liquidated  4ebt8  of  the  United 
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BUiaSy  to  oirry  the  fltme  to  the  loan-offioe  of  that  slate  wheraa  tkj 
we  inbabitantiy  or  if  foreigners,  to  any  loan-ofiEloe  within  Uie  U utoi 
States,  and  to  have  the  interest  due  thereon,  eeltled  and  certified  to 
the  laat  day  of  the  year  1784. 

Provided  that  the  oommisBioner  of  the  oontinental  loan-offifie  n 
any  atate,  shall  not  on  any  pretenoe  whateyer,  settle,  or  issoe  s&j 
eertifieate  or  oertificates,  for  the  interest  doe  on  anv  oontinental  lots- 
offiee-oertifioate  or  other  certificate  of    liquidated  debts  aforeaudr 
nnlesB  as  hereafter  proyided,  until  *the  state  for  which  he  is  cuti- 
nental  loan-officer  shall  have  passed  a  legislative  act,  complying  viti 
this  requisition ;  nor  shall  he  issue  any  certificate,  or  take  any  other 
measure  whereby  the  interest  may  be  paid  by  the  state  in  an^  moii 
pot  pointed  out  by  this  requisition ;  nor  shall  the  commissianer  «f 
the  continental  loan-office  in  any  state  that  shall  have  complied  wid 
Ibis  requisition,  issue  any  certificate  or  take  any  other  messoif 
whereby  a  discrimination  may  be  made  by  such  state  between  ike 
holders  of  loan-office  certificates  issued  from  his  office,  who  are  i^ 
lens  of  that  state,  and  foreigners,  or  the  citiiens  of  any  other  stiti 
that  shall  have  complied  with  this  reouisition  :  Excepting  from  tliii 
proviso,  such  state  or  states,  as,  by  the  books  of  the  treasury  sbO 
appear  to  have  paid  their  full  quota  of  the  requisition  of  the  30tk 
October,  1781,  for  eight  millions  of  dollars  upon  the  farmer  ui 
present  apportionment  of  the  same,  so  fiur  as  to  admit  the  eofflnii- 
sioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  in  such  state  ov  states,  to  iw 
certificates  for  interest  In  the  same  manner  as  the  commissioneniB 
the  states  passing  legislative  acts,  as  aforesaid:  Provided  slwaji» 
that  any  continental  loan-officer  shall  issue  certificates  for  interest  ii 
aforesaid,  due  on  continental  loan-office  cer^cates  issued  from  ^ 
office  and  belonging  to  foreigners,  and  also,  to  the  citisens  oi  tnA 
state  as  shall  have  passed  a  legislative  act,  complying  with  tbii 
requisition  as  aforesaid. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  where  any  state  hath  made  promos 
by  law,  for  paying  any  part  of  the  interest  of  the  domestic  debt  oi 
the  United  States  contained  in  the  estimate  on  which  this  requisi^ 
is  founded,  the  oontinental  loan-officer  in  such  state,  shall,  witbo^ 
delay,  ascertain  the  sum  which  shall  have  been  so  paid  pursusot  to 
such  law,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  shall  9»b 
report  thereof  to  the  board  of  treasury,  and  also  to  the  l^islatareo^ 
such  state,  who  may  deduct  from  their  quota  of  this  requisition,  ^  ' 
be  credit^  in  part  payment  thereof,  the  sum  so  paid  not  exceedisg 
two-thirds  of  such  quota,  every  state  being  held  to  pay  in  sp^ 
one-third  part  of  the  said  quota,  previously  to  the  admission  of  ^ 
credit  And  if  any  state  ahall  have  so  paid  in  discharge  of  intet«' 
as  aforesaid,  a  sum  exoeeding  two-thirds  of  its  quota  of  this  rsqo^ 
tion  such  surplus  shall  be  admitted  as  a  charge  against  the  Dnito^ 
States  in  the  settlement  of  the  general  account  of  such  state;  botv 
any  interest  after  the  first  day  of  January,  shall  be  paid  by  any  ^ 
eontiary  to  the  true  intent  of  this  lequisition,  suca  payment  ^ 
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not  be  admitted  as  a  obarge  againit  the  United  States.  Aad  if 
any  oommissio&er  of  a  oontiiieiital  loan-oflioe  shall  disobey,  or  negleel 
to  carry  into  ezeontioii  any  reaohilion  or  oider  of  Oongress,  or  oUier* 
wise  negleet  his  doty  in  the  said  offiee,  the  beavd  of  treslsary  shdl 
suspend  him  from  hisoffieei  and  the  emoluments  thereof,  and  imme* 
diately  report  the  reasons  thereof  to  Gongress ;  and  the  board  of 
treasury  are  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  in  the  room  of  the 
eommissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office  so  sospended,  a  dtiien  of 
the  state  in  which  the  office  is  kept,  who  shall  have  all  the  powers 
and  emoluments  of  a  commisaoner  of  the  ocmtinental  loan-offioei  . 
until  Congress  shall  finally  determhie  respecting  the  suspension. 

And  every  commissioner  of  the  continental  loan-office,  prsYionsly 
to  settling  and  issuing  certificates  as  aforesaid,  for  the  interest  due  on 
oertiQoates  of  liquidated  debts,  other  than  loan-^iffice  certificates,  shall 
adminiater  an  oath  or  affirmation,  or  require  a  certifieate  signed  by 
one  of  the  persons  whom  the  state  in  which  the  commissioner  resides 
shall,  in  the  legislative  act  complying  with  this  requisition  appoint, 
that  he  has  administered  to  the  owner  or  possessor  of  every  sueh 
certificate,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  ^at  the  same  is  bona  fide  the 
property  of  the  particular  state  in  which  the  sud  commissioner  resides, 
or  of  a  dtiien  or  dtisens  of  the  said  state,  or  of  some  corporate  bod^ 
or  charitable  institution  within  the  same,  or  of  some  person  who  is 
not  a  citiaen  of  any  of  the  United  States ;  describing  the  certificate 
or  certificates  alluded  to  in  every  such  oath  or  affirmation,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  necessary  to  identify  the  same,  eras  may  be  pro- 
scribed by  the  legislature  of  the  said  state. 

And  for  preventing  the  depreciation  of  certificates  to  be  issued  as 
aforesaid,  the  lecialatare  of  each  state  is  required  to  provide  in  the 
act  complying  with  thb  requisition  that  if  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary,  1787,  the  said  state's  quota  of  the  said  certificates  so  to  be 
issued  shall  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the  state  treasurer  or  other  proper 
officer,  the  deficiency  shall  be  collect^  and  paid  into  the  continental 
treasury  in  specie,  which,  when  so  paid,  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
redemption  of  such  surplus  cert]fi<»tes. 

Provided  neverUieless,  that  any  State  which  shall  have  obtained 
a  credit  in  the  books  of  the  treasury  for  the  full  compliance  with  the 
requisition  of  the  4th  September,  1782,  for  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  with  the  requisition  of  27th  April,  1784,  for  com- 
pleiang  ^e  payment  of  one'^half  of  the  requisition  of  30th  October, 
1781,  for  eight  million  dollars,  and  also  with  this  requisition,  shall 
at  any  time  alter  sueh  compliances,  be  admitted  to  pay  into  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  Staees  any  sum,  or  sums  in  the  said  certificatea  to 
be  issued  for  interest  as  afinresaid,  and  have  credit  for  the  same,  to 
be  deducted  out  of  the  quota  of  sueh  state  in  the  nest  succeeding 
requisition  ;  provided  that  suoh  sum  or  sums  do  not  exceed  one^half 
the  said  quota. 

That  the  board  of  treasury  cause' to  be  made  a  bank-paper,  and 
theiaon  to  be  struok  the  form  of  eertifieotes,  to  evideaee  ike  inlenat 
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due  M  aforesftid,  and  transmit  to  tbeaoTtod  loan-offioen,  a  floffiaal 
number  of  the  lame.  That  the  eaid  board  famish  tlie  aeyend  kas- 
officers,  with  anch  ehecks  and  in^oetions,  aa  they,  from  time  ti 
time,  riiali  jnd^  neoessary,  to  prevent  oonnterf^nled  oertifiestei«l 
debta  from  obtaining  a  settlement  of  interest,  and  to  deteot  ooaot0> 
feit  evidenoes  of  interest,  and  thereby  to  avoid  reoeiving  tbem  k 
discharge  of  taxes ;  whioh  oertifieates  of  interest  being  parted  wtik 
by  the  holders  of  the  principal,  shall  be  deemed  eTideDoe  that  be 
has  received  satisfiBustion  for  the  same,  and  therefore  shall  be  »• 
oeivable  from  the  bearer  in  Hen  of  money  in  the  propoitioii  tdonaii, 
in  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  as  well  as  in  the  State  in  whidi  ihtj 
were  itsned.  That  the  State  receiving  such  certificates  and  ptjing 
the  same  into  the  publio  treasury,  with  a  proportiou  of  specie  u 
aforesaid,  shall  have  credit  therefor;  whioh  payment  shall  beeoB> 
sidered  as  a  discharge  of  the  interest  doe  on  the  doiDesiie  debt,  ii 
the  proportion  that  each  State  avails  itself  of  the  said  oertifieates  cf 
interest.  And  where  loan*office  certificates  issued  after  the  first  df j 
of  March,  1778,  bhall  be  presented  to  the  loan-officer,  they  shall  k 
Tednced  to  their  specie  valae,  conformable  to  the  resolutions  of  Coa- 
gresB  of  Jnne  28th,  1780,  and  that  specie  valae  expressed  on  mc 
part  of  the  certificate,  and  the  interest  thereon  settled  and  ceitiM 
as  in  other  eases. 

As  a  motive  for  the  ohearfnl  payment  of  the  sum  now  called  for, 
as  well  as  of  the  arrearages  on  that  of  April  27,  1784^  tbectw- 
mittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  States  bd  reminded,  that  Gongrea 
have  passed  an  ordinance  for  the  survey  and  sale  of  the  wcsten 
territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  proceeds  thereof  will  be 
applied  as  a  sinking  fund  to  extinguish  the  domestic  debt.  Futoie 
requisitions  for  interst  on  the  domestic  debt,  will  therefore  he  n- 
duced  in  proportion  as  this  fund  may  be  rendered  productive. 

RxBOLTKDi  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 


Resolutions  of  Conqkess— Loan  Ohpicb,  1785. 
By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  September  80, 1785. 

Besolved,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  oi  ^ 
continental  loan-offices  in  the  respective  statss,  to  receive  and  keep 
the  monies  arising  from  continental  taxes  in  the  different  states,  voi 
to  pay  the  interest  due  from  the  United  SUtes  in  the  said  statei 
respectively;  and  that  they  hold  all  monies  collected  within  tbe 
several  states  on  account  of  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  aubjeet  <mlf 
to  the  orders  of  Congress,  or  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

That  they  shall,  agreeable  to  such  mode  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
the  comptroller,  make  weekly  returns  to  the  board  of  treasury  of  tbe 
money  they  may  receive  on  account  of  the  United  States,  and  dso  rf 
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,         the  eertitotes  wbioh  they  may  wroe  for  tbe  ptymeat  of  the  iatexeflt 

I  oQthe  public  debt^  in  pursiuooe  of  the  acts  of  OoDgreas. 

I  That  they  form  aecarate  estimates  as  often  as  called  upon  by  the 

I  board  of  treasury^  of  the  interest  falling  due  monthly  within  their 

I  respeetive  states  on  loan  office  certificates  and  other  liquidated  secn- 

^  rities  of  the  United  States;  and  that  they  keep  acourate  and  distinot 

I  registers  of  the  principal  sums  due  as  well  on  the  liquidated  m  loan- 

,  office  debt 

I  That  in  all  their  official  transactions,  they  govern  themselves  by 

,  the  acts  and  vesolves  of  Congress^  or  the  orders  of  the  board  of 

,  treasury,  not  repugnant  thereto. 

That  they  make  no  approfMiation  of  monies  by  them  received  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  ezcent  for  the  purpose  of  the  payment 
€^  interest  agreeably  to  the  resolve8i>f  Congress,  without  the  express 
order  of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  that  they  submit  to  the  comp- 
troller, a  state  of  their  accounts  quarterly,  for  examination  and 
allowance. 

That  the  said  officers  shall  not  directly  or.indirectly  be  concerned 
in  trade;  and  that  previously  to  entering  on  the  duties  of  theif 
office,  they  shall  severally  enter  into  bonds  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  with  two  or  more  sureties ;  the  principals  in  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  nor  less  than  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  one  or  more  sureties  in  a  like  sum,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
directed  by  the  board  of  treasury,  having  regard  to  tbe  magnitude 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  the  several  offices. — Further,  they  shall 
severally  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  United  States, 
and  also  an  oath  for  the  due  execution  of  their  offices  respectively  ; 
,  certificates  of  which,  together  with  their  several  bonds,  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  board  of  treasury,  who  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
recorded  in  the  comptroller's  office. 

That  they  shall  henceforth  be  respectively  allowed  for  all  services 
and  duties  which  are  or  may  bo  aDnexec^  to  their  offices,  by  any  acts 
or  resolutions  of  Congress,  or  direction  of  the  board  of  treasury,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fiteen  hundred,  nor  less  than  six  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  exclusive  of  office  rent,  stationery,  and  other  necessary 
charges,  and  the  wages  of  such  clerks  as  may  be  previously  authorized 
by  the  board  of  treasury,  who  shall  judge  of  the  services  aforesaid. 

That  in  the  payment  of  all  monies,  they  shall  take  printed  duplicate 
receipts,  agreeable  to  such  form  as  shall  be  transmitted  to  them  by 
the  comptroller ;  one  of.  which  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  board  of 
treasury,  with  their  accounts,  in  support  of  the  payments  made  by 
.  them  respectively.  That  they  shall  also  give  duplicate  receipts  for 
all  monies  received  by  them,  in  order  that  the  severi^  states  may 
direct  one  of  them  to  be  forwarded  to  the  board  of  treasury,  who, 
upon  the  receipt  thereof,  shall  credit  the  state  for  the  amount  specified 
therein,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  officer  receiving  it. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respective  states, 
to  direct  their  treasurers  to  transmit  to  the  board  of  treasury,  a 
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inoDthly  abstraet  of  aH  monies  paid  on  looonnt  of  the  oeveryi  tUkm 

to  the  oommiesionera  of  the  conttneotal  ioan-offioefl^  < 

the  dmtes  and  amoniits  of  the  respeotiTe  pajmentSy  and  tlie  i 
in  actual  moneyi  horn  thoee  in  interest  certificatea. 

That  all  the  aeta  and  resolToa  of  Oongnea  reepeoting  the  dntiea  ef 
the  eommiaaionen  of  the  loan-office  in  the  respeotiTe  stateBy  made 
preTioQsl  J  to  this  date,  be,  and  they  aie  hereby  repealed  and  dedani 
to  be  void  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  exeeplingllM 
requisition  of  the  27th  and  28th  of  April,  1784,  the  oidiiiaBoe  of 
the  20th  of  May,  and  the  reqaisition  of  the  27th  Scf^tember,  1785. 

That  all  appointments  of  oommissionera  of  the  continentel  Umb- 
offiees  in  fatnre,  shall  be  made  by  the  United  States  in  OonpeH 
assembled,  any  act  or  lesolntion  to  the  contrary  notwithstaiidiiif ; 
provided  that  snefa  comnissicSers  as  are  now  in  offifle,  wbcM  m 
nomber  does  not  exoeed  one  in  each  state,  be  and  hmbj  are  eoa- 
tiaued  in  office,  subject  to  the  acts  and  res<dations  of  Congreasb 

Resolved,  that  the  resolution  of  the  3d  day  of  October,  1776,  as 
Ikr  as  it  relates  to  the  respMisibility  of  the  states  for  the  faithfol 
disoharge  of  the  duty  of  the  oommiaflMmera  of  the  continental  loaa> 
office,  M  repealed  Md  made  void  from  and  after  the  firal  day  sf 
January,  1786. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Hon.  David  Jackson  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1785. 

New  York,  Oct  3d,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  eoclose  to  your  Excellency  &  theHonUe 
Council  three  copies  of  the  requisition  (or  the  present  year  which 
passed  in  Congress  a  few  days  ago.  I  dare  say  it  will  soon  eome 
officially  tbro'  the  Board  of  Treasury,  but  as  it  contains  matters  of 
much  importance.  I  thou^t  you  would  wish  as  early  an  inspection 
as  possible. 

I  have  the  hoQor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  obed.  Servt. 

DAVID  JACKSON.* 

In  dor  Bed f 

6th  October,  1785.    From   the  Hon.  D.  Jackson^  enclosing 
copies  of  the  Requisition  ordinance  of  Congress. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  John  DickinsbU;  Esqr.^  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  GoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIY.,  p.  649. 
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PtUNKBT  PLBRSoIT  TO  CoTTNCtL,  1T86. 

m&j  it  please  your  Honors. 

Being  unable  to  wait  on  your  Honors  by  reason  of  an  Inflamation 
in  my  Leg.  I  hope  to  be  ezcnsed,  in  thus  addressing  yon. 

Understanding  that  Mr.  Edward  Shippon*  a  Oentleman  of  superior 
Qaalifications  is  Elected  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  oonoeiying  the 
presidency  of  Ceurt  will  be  most  proper  in  him,  ft  that  I  may  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  anything  conducive  to  the  more  Essential 
Serrice  of  the  public,  be^  leave  to  resign  that  Commission  which 
honours  me  with  the  Presidency  of  the  Courts  of  Quarter  Sesnons  of 
Ci^  &  county  of  Philada.  ft  Orphans  court. 

I  cannot  just  now  lay  my  hands  on  the  Commission  but  when  I 
do  shall  chearfully  return  it. 

I  am  with  the  utmost  Respecti 

your  Honors  most  humble  Servt. 

PLUNK.  FLBESON. 

October  4tfa,  1785. 
DireeUdf 

His  Excellency  the  President,  &  Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Pbbs.  Dickikbon  to  Ohibf  Justice  and  other  Judqeb, 

1786. 

In  Council,  October  8th,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

Regarding  the  offices  we  hold,  as  bestowed  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  us  to  contribute  to  the  Happiness  of  the  People  and 
persuaded  that  you  view  those  held  by  you  in  the  same  Light,  4ib 
do  not  doubt,  but  you  will  cheerefully  afford  your  Aid,  in  carrying 
into  Execution  any  Measures  that  have  a  tendency  to  promote  so 
desireable  an  End. 

In  going  the  Circuits  you  will  frequently  visit  different  parts  of 
the  State.  While  the  Judicial  Authority  is  employed  in  this  solemn 
Progress  for  the  Punishment  of  Evil  doers,  We  should  be  glad^ 
that  besides  the  Terror  of  legftl  Penalties,  all  the  Influence  to  be 
derived  from  your  Characters,  and  the  IKgnity  of  "your  Stations, 
might  be  applied  in  disseminating  the  best  Principles  &  setting  for- 
ward the  most  effectual  Regulations  for  the  prevention  of  offences. 

You  Gentlemen,  well  know  how  vain  are  Jjaws  without  Manners. 
These  cannot  be  expected,  unless  the  strictest  attention  be  paid  to 
the  Education  of  youth,  and  the  Inculcation  of  a  true  Love  and 
Fear  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

Under  other  Forms  of  Government,  the  administration  may  be 

*  He  was  appointed.  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  Xiy„  pp,  648,  649. 
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well  oondaotedy  if  the  Chief  MagiBtrates  onlj  «re  good,  M,i 
Bepablios  where  the  People  themaelvei  arc  to  ggir&u  thdr  Tiit 
ia  essential  to  their  Prosperity. 

When  the  iDdividnals  of  a  society  are  impressed  with  a  jartli; 
g»rd  for  Indostry,  Frugality,  Temperanoey  Morality  and  Fielf,ai 
of  oonrse  with  a  proper  Contempt  for  Habits  &  Dispodtionso^ 
to  these  Qualities,  they  will  rise  to  that  simple,  manlyi  di^ 
Character  that  amidst  the  Changes  in  human  affkira  most  din^ 
tends  to  ensure  their  own  Felicity  and  the  Hooor  of  their  (kea^- 
May  infinite  Mercy  grant  this  to  be  the  Cboiee  and  ConditiB  i 
Pennsylvanians. 

It  is  our  next  Wish  that  you  would  be  pleased  strongly  to  ree» 
mend  in  the  several  CountieSi  the  Establisliment  of  Scbo4 
Attendance  at  places  of  public  worship,  Proyisions  for  Hifitrtof ^ 
the  Gospel,  and  Observance  of  the  Sabbath. 

There  are  other  Considerations  of  much  Moment,  which,  ujm 
sentiments  will  undoubtedly  be  received  with  great  Respect,  If edas! 
also  to  have  enforced.  These  are  the  Improvements  of  agricate 
Roads  and  Streams,  and  proper  Motives  for  exciting  At{eDliaBj| 
every  Thing,  that  by  producing  local  Benefits  at  first,  may  at  I/sp 
operate  in  advancing  the  general  Wellfare. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen,   your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  BICKlSaOS. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable,  The  Chief  Justice,  and  the  other  Jud^  of  ^ 
Supreme  Court. 


"^  Eesolutions  of  Conqress,  1786. 

Tuesday,  October  II,  HB^- 
Congress  assembled — Present  as  yesterday. 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  treasury  to  whom  was  ref^Rd  a 
petition  of  Lewis  Nicola  and  Richard  Loyd,  agents  to  the  I'onia 
corps  and  Hazens  Regiment  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  age&ts 
of  Armands  oorpS|  the  Regiment  of  artificers  and  the  corps  of  Sfp- 
pers  and  Miners. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  agents  appointed  to  issue  Certifiea^ 
for  the  ballance  due  to  the  corps  of  the  late  Continental  anuj  (^ 
appertaining  to  any  Sftte)  shall  have  finally  adjusted  the  acoo^i^^ 
of  their  respective  corps,  with  the  Commissiouer  of  army  hccovb^ 
the  board  of  treasury  be,  and  it  is  hereby  authorized  toascertalD  >v 
report  to  Confess,  such  compensation  as  from  the  report  of  ^ 
said  Commissioner,  they  shall  judge  proportionate  to  the  Service  of 
the  respective  agents. 


m  vsumYhVAJOA.  abghiybs  vasi        as 

m»t  Besolvedy  That  the  oertifioates  whioh  remain  undelivered  by  the 
mUB    respeotiTe  i^nto  abete  aeiitioAedy  to  the  indmjhiabto  ^hov  ibej 

belong,  be  returned  to  the  Commissioner  of  army  aooountSi  with 
Bv  whom  the  said  agents  are  to  settle  the  acoounts  of  their  agency, 
^j^  relatiTe  to  the  deliveries  made  to  the  individuals  aforesaid,  and  the 
J2i^  Oommissioner  for  army  accounts  shall  transmit  such  remaining  OfW*, 
^,  tifioates  to  the  Supreme  executive  authority  of  the  Stltte  id  wbieh 
J^  the  parties  having  a  ri^ht  to  claim  the  same  were  enlisAedy  io  thd> 
i^i.  same  manner  as  is  provided  for  by  the  resolves  of  OongresB  of  the* 
^\     3d^  of  November  1783,  and  May  27  1785,  in  the  ease  of  fiegiaieftta* 

appertaining  to  the  several  States. 


nm 


mt       Sbcbwart  ARMSTRONa  TO  Becrbtary  op  War,  1785. 

MLC      Sir, 

cfs  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  from  the  Resolutions  of  Conn- 

mi  oil  of  the  8th  of  September  &  20th  of  October,  1785,  it  appears  that 
sfi  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  command  the  quota  of 
i^ir       Troops  irequired  from  this  State  in  forming  tho  Regiment  of  federal 

MiUtia,  agreeably  to  an  Ordinance  of  Congress  &  a  Law  of  thi«^ 

Commonwealth. 
^  Viz.;  Josiah  Harmar,  Esq.,  Lt.  Col.  Commd^ 

g  Walter  Fenny,  ") 

David  Zeigler,  [-Captains^ 

T^  Wm.  MoCurdy.  ) 

•    Erourius  Beatty,  '\ 

Thomas  Doyle,  y  Lientenants  of  Infantry. 

John  Armstrong.  3  '  ^ ' 

Nathaniel  McDowell,  '\ 

Ebenezer  Denny,  v  Ensigns. 

^  Edward  Spear.  J 

John  McDowell,  Surgeon. 
Richard  Allison,  Surgeon's  Mate. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  sraeh  respect,  .      .  / 

your  most  Obedient  Humble  servt., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jr.,  Seo'j*     . 

Philadelphia,  Seoretary's  Office,  20th  October,  1785. 

The  Honorable  Major  General  Knox,  Secretary  at  War. 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  ToL  XIY.,  p.  660. 
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8mfY  ABwnunro  to  Hoh.  Josmi  OABDnB,  1785. 

ceofctny^s  Office, 

Phila.,  Oet  21^  1785. 

ar, 

Your  late  letter  te  OonncO,  eeeonpeined  by  a  Report  cf  tbe  bon€ 
of  Tiuaeery,  was  reerited  oo  the  5th  Instanti  and  referred  to  the 
Gooiptroller  Oeii.  ci  AoeomitB.  He  has  this  mornie^  rendered  i 
alalfeat  of  dkmrgm  againai  the  U.  States,  agreeably  [to]  yoar 
wishesi  whieh  I  haTo  the  honor  to  endose. 
I  am,  Sir, 

with  mnch  respeet,  &e., 

JOHN  ABMSTRONa^  Jr.,  See'y.^ 
Directed, 
Hon.  Joseph  Gardner,  Esq.,  Member  of  Congress. 


Oeorgb  Mobgah  to  Council,  1785. 

Prospect,  October  23%  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Bearers,  John  ft  Thomas  Killbnek,t  baling  leaded  in  New 
Jersey  &  PennsyWania  during  all  the  late  Indian  War,  as  Hostages 
for  the  Conduct  of  their  Friends,  Congress  hsTO  been  pleased  to 
direct  me  to  return  ihem  to  their  Parents  on  the  Waters  of  Ohio. 
They  will  have  the  Honour  to  present  this  to  yon  on  their  Boat 
throngh  Philadelphia,  &  to  request  the  h,voj\T  of  yonr  Pass  to  Pitts- 
bnrgl^  for  themaelTes  ft  Mr.  Jonathan  Brooks,  a  prudent  ft  capaUe 
Person,  I  have  hired  as  their  Conductor. 
*•       I  hsTc  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  greet  Respect,  Oentlemen 

your  most  Ob  Serv*^, 

GEO.  MORGAN. 
IHrededy 

To  His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl^ 
By  John  ft  Thomas  Eillbuck. 


y.  P.  Gharlbs  Biddlk  10  Gov.  of  Maeylanp,  1785. 

Philad.,  Oct  24, 1786. 
Sir, 

I  hsTC  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  memorial  presented  to  this 
board  by  Seek  Keiser,^  in  behalf  of  himself  and  thirty  four  othm, 

♦  flee  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  iSCO. 
See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  662- 
See  Col.  lUo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p;  501,  66d 


J 


See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XFV.,  p.  562— a  pass  was  granted. 
^^^ 
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natiTea  of  China  &  Bengal,  &  part  of  the  orew  of  the  Pallas,  India- 
man,  commanded  by  Captain  John  O'Donnell.  As  the  subject  will 
require  an  enquiry  into  facts  which  from  the  seperation.  of  .the  par- 
ties &  other  circumstances  it  is  impossible  for  this  board  to  makoi 
we  have  thought  proper  to  leeomaiend  it  to  the  nolice  of  your  Bs- 
GelleQcy,  and  to  request  these  people  may  not  be  permitted  to  carry 

i         back  to  India  with  them*any  well  grounded  objection  agaii^  either 

I         the  justice  or  humanity  of  these  U.  8. 

(  I  am,  with  great  respect,  Sir 

i  your  obedient  and  most  hamble  serrt., 

CHABLES  BIDDLE,^ 
Directed^  Vice  President. 

Governor  of  Maryland. 


3oARD  ov  Triasubt  TO  Pbbs.  B.  Pranelin,  1785. 
(Circular.^ 

Board  of  Treasury,  Oct.  29th,  1785. 

Sir, 
Congress  having  by  their  Resolve  of  the  30th  Sepif  last  directed 

that  the  Commissioners  of  the  Continental  Loan  Offices  in  the  res* . 
''  pebtire  States  should  enter  into  Bonds  with  two  or  more  sureties  fbr 
>  the  iGuthfnl  Execution  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  We  have  taken 
^  the  Liberty  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellen^  the  Bonds  and  oath 
\  of  office  which  are  required  from  the  Loan  officers  in  yonr  State,  in 
^  order  that  they  may  be  Exeeated  in  yonr  presenee  by  Mr.  Thomas 
I  Smith  (who  is  appointed  Commissioner)  and  his  Sureties.  We  are  : 
I         itidueed  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to  judge  of  the  * 

sufficiency  of  the  security  from  a  Consideratbn  of  the  deep  interest . 

which  the  State  as  well  as  the  Union  have  in  the  faithful  Execution 

of  this  office.     Should  Mr. Smith  decline  accepting  yon  will 

oblige  us  in  keeping  the  enclosed  papers  in  your  custody  till  yon 
I         liear  from  this  board. 

We  are,  Sirs,  your:  obed.  Humble  Serv'ts, 
I  '   SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 

DirtcUd,  WALTER  LIVINGSTON. 

His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,|  President  of  the  State 
I  of  Pensilvania. 

*  Charles  Biddle  was  elected  Vice  President  on  the  resignation  of  James 

I  Irrine,  Oct^  lOth,  1785,  see  Col.  Beo.^  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  652-S.    This  appears 

to  have  been  the  last  meeting  at  which  President  Dickinson  was  present  or 

presided.    Bexjamin  Franklin  was  elected  a  **  Conncillor ''  on  the  17th,  and 

\  on  the  18th  elected  President  of  it,  and  on  the  29th  formally  elected  Preai- 

I  dent  and  Charles  Biddle,  Vice  President^  and  both  proclaimed  as  such.    CoL 

Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  666,  667,  665. 

f  See  page  520. 

I  Benjamin  Franklin  was  elected  President  nnanimously,  Oct  18, 1785. 
Col  Bee.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  557. 
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EssoLuixoN  09  ComiLBSSy  1785. 

Bj  the  IJaitocl  States  in  Congress  assembledi  NovemW  i,  1783. 

*  Owm  report  of  the  board  of  treasar^,  fo  whom  was  referred  a' 
totter  of  t^  24lh  Oetober,  from  J.  Pieroe,  commisffloner  of  army 
aMOQDts: 

Besolredi  That  all  persons  ha^ng  olafms  for  services  performed  in 
the  military  department,  be  directed  to  exhibit  the  same  for  liquida- 
tion, to  the  commitifinoner  of  ariny  aceonnts,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  Angost  ensning  the  date  her^f ;  and  that  all  claims  nnder  the 
desetl^on  above-mentioned,  which  may  be  exhibited  after  that 
period,  shsil  forever  thereafter  be  preoladed  fxom  adjustment  or 
allowance;  and  that  the  commissioner  of  army  acconots,  give  pabUe 
notice  of  this  resolve,  in  all  the  states,  for  the  space  of  six  mondia. 

CHA  THOMSW,  8ec"y. 


Gov.   OB  MaRYLAIA  1H>  y.  p.  BiDDLB,  1785. 

Annapolis,  ^d  November,  1785. 
Kr, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  Etcelleooy's 
letter  of  the  2drth'^  of  Ootober  last  eoelosing  a  Memorial  of  a  nnmber 
of  MarlMrs  of  the  Ship  Pallas. 

I  should  be  happy  to  give  the  redress  those  nnfortonate  men  seem 
jnitly  entided  to,  bnt  the  ezeentive  Of  the  state  are  net  invested  with 
any  judicial  authority  to  administer  juatiee,  nor  ii^deed  with  any 
ministerial  powerv  to  facilitate  the  means  of  redress.  Oor  Ckmrls  of 
Justiee  and  the  Magisterial  Department  are  the  only  Tribunals  which 
our  Oovemment  anthoriies  to  redress  the  complaints  of  Foretgners 
or  Natives. 
•  If  the  representation  of  the  Mariners  be  true  notions  will  Be 
against  Capt.  O'Donnell  on  which  they  may  obtam  compleat  jnsdoe. 
With  regard  to  the  lad  suggested  to  be  stole  by  one  Hamilton  the 
proper  step  for  immediate  redress  would  be  to  apply  for  a  Habeu 
Corpus  to  one  of  our  Judges  or  Justices,  and  this  I  would  have  done 
Oft  behalf  of  the  Father  but  neither  your  Letter  nor  the  memorial 
mentioned  the  name  of  the  one  or  the  other.  This  afiFair  shall  be  im- 
mediately redressed  when  the  names  of  the  parties  are  communicated. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

four  Excellency's  most  obed.  h'ble  serv't. 

WM.  PAOA- 

His  Bxcellency,  Charles  Biddlc;  Esq.,  Vice  Preside  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  page  626. 
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Spc|Y  Q?  ,Wab  TO  P*B9.  Fkanmut,  1TS5..  . 

Wat  Office^  NoTembei»4tl,  178& 
Six, 

I  have  the  hoDour  if)  ir\t:>rm  ypur  Exaellenoy  ih«4  C(NB«rQis,  ooo- 
mdering  the  difficulty  of  nmrching  troops  to  the  ^ntiers  daring  the 
winter  months,  have  thought  proper  to  suspend  the  farther  recruiting 
of  the  men  Required  bv  the  acts  of  April,  last,  until  the  1st  of  Maroh| 
1786. 

The  raisiuff  and  subsisting  the  nonats  iritfaia  the  States^  unitl  that 
time  would  have  been  expeasiviB,  without  any  adequiate  .gooi  oo»- 
sequences  resulting  from  the  measure.  —    . 

I  have  written  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Harmar  An4  have,requi9ited 
bim  to  convey  this  information  to  his  oncers. 
I  have  the  honour  to-  be, 

with  mneh  T?speot,  Tour  Ezoellency'B 
Most  obedient  Servant, 

p.  KNOX. 
His  Ezoellenqy  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esqr.,  President  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pb^s.  FftAKKLtK,  1785. 

Comptroller  General's  OiBoe,  November  6th,  1786.   ' 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  your  Etoellency  and  the 
Honorable  the  Council,  a  State  of  t£e  Quotas  of  this  Commonwealth 
in  the  Existing  Requisitions  of  Congress,  the  payments  that  bave 
been  made  on  account  thereof,  and  the  balnnce  yet  due  and  to  be 
discharged  by  the  first  of  May^  next. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Sir,  your  Ezcellenoys 
Most  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin^  Esqr.,  president  in  Oounoil 
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SXATfl  OF  THB  QVOTA  OV  PbNHSTLYAKU,  1785. 

fitaU  of  the  Qaot&  of  PennaylTania  in  the  leTeral  Bxisling  Bapn- 
ritioDB  of  GoDgress,  the  Payments  that  have  been  made  on  aooobbI 
Uiaroof;  and  ftho  baknoe  due  No?.  Sth,  1785. 

Dolltn  Dollars 

payable  in  in  Spe«ue. 

FacilitieBy  &a 

Qoota  of  the  1,200,000  DoUao,) 
«Ued  for  bj  Aot  of  September,  USO^OOO 
1782.  ) 

Ditto  of  the   4,000,000  Ditto, >  ,.q^v^  amom 

oaUed  for  by  Aot  of  April,  1784.      J  ^***»*^  420,2« 

Ditto  of  the  3.000,000  Ditto  called  lorufstn  i  o  a  too 

for  by  Act  of  September,  1785.        J  ^^'^^  ^^^'^^ 

Amount  reqoiredi  693,684  657,091 

CONTRA  C. 

By  the  following  PkymentB  made'  on  aooonnt 
of  the  foregoing  BequiaitioBS,  Vis. 

To  John  Swanwiok,  Beceiver  of  "j 
GonttoF  taxes  £rem  the  4di  Jane,  [aq^  ttoii 
1782,  to  the  20th  Septem.,  1784,  f  *^^'' '^*» 
^61,914, 18.  6.,  equal  to  j 

¥M  for  taking  np  and  flecaring^ 
British  Deserters   agreeable  to  di-  I      »  071  a 
rection  of  CongKss  of  March  1782,  f     ^^'^ 
£SSd  3  2,  equal  to  J 

Pud  Pensions  to  wounded  Sol*^ 
diers,  agreeable  to  Aot  of  Oongrees  >     4i286Ag 
of  April  1782,  £1606 18  4,  equal  to  j 
IXtto,  do.,  ^£3,8^  1  6,  equal  to  10,3094^ 

Paid  to  Michael  Hillegas,  Contin^') 
Treasurer,  March  1785,  80,000,  &  V  31,400 
May  1,400,  ) 


Paid  to  Thomas  Smith,  Esq',  Be-  '^ 

480,851«» 


oeiver  of  Contin*  Taxes,  Oct.  22d,  V        712 »« 
1785.  ) 
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Bio^ktioTeri  480;851<o 

Paid  PensioDS  to  wounded  Offi-*| 
eers  and  Soldiers  between  let  Jan.'  I      g.  aqcao 
&22d  Sept,  1785,  egpeenUe  to  Act  f    ^'^^^ 
of  Coagxeas  of  April|  1782|  J 

Ditto,  do,  276^« 

Ditto  paid  agreeable  to  Aot  of") 
Jane,  1785,  to  the  5th  Novem.,  f-     2,834 
1785.  S 


490,647" 


.Interest  paid  npon  debts  of  the*j 
United  States  by  Thomas  Smith,  iiaap.TiBo 
agreeable  to  Act  of  Assmeblj,  21st  p^^i«>^A 
Maroh,  1788  (in  Interest  Notes.)     J 

^    Ditto  paid  to  the  5th  NoTem.,^ 

;1785,  a^ieeable  to  Aot  of  16  March,  [  248,4468s 

1785,  (in  paper  Money.)  j  ; 

Balance  to  be  paid  by  the  Ist  May, 

1786,  178,665«»  66,448<« 

Amoont  required,  598,684  557,091 


Note. — ^The  arrears  of  Pensions  now  due  and  to  be  paid  before 
the  1st  May  next,  agreeable  to  Beaolation  of  OoDg^iBSB  of  7th  Jane, 
and  Act  of  Assembly.of  22d  Sept.  last,  will  reduce  the  above  balance 
of  our  quota  due  in  Money,  very  considerably.  And  we  have  already 
the  means  of  discharging  the  greater  part  if  not  the  whole  of  the 
baJancQ  due  in  Cusilities. 

JN   NICHOLSON, 
.    Conpt' QenexaFs  Office,  Nov  5th,  1786. 


Resolution  of  Gbnsral  Asbbmblt,  1785» 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

In  General  Assembly, 

Monday,  November  7, 1785,  A.  M. 
A  letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  respecting  certain  natives  of  India,  now  here,*  which 
was  read  Novemoer  5Ui,  was  read  the  second  time,  whereupon 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  seconded  by  Mr.  Atlee,  the 
House  adopted  the  following,  viz — 

Whereas  it  appears  bv  a  letter  from  the  President  and  the  Sn* 
pj^eme  Executive  Council,  that  there  is  now  in  this  city  a  number  of 
distressed  persons,  natives  of  China  and  India,  who  from  their  habitil 

♦  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  669,  674. 


ftnd  want  of  knowIbd|;e  ol  cmr  language  are  intfapaU*  of  M^niring  a 
livelihood  or  the  means  of  retnrninsto  l(i<^  native  ooantrji  therefore 
Resolved,  that  tbe  Piesident  or  Y iee'  President  and  Sapreme  £x- 
eontive  Council  be  authoriaod  akid  requested  to  administer  soch  rdief 
and  support  to  the  distressed  persons  aforesaid  ae  tbeir  preseat  ntoa- 
tion  may  require.  > 

Eztraot  from  the  Minatesi 

J<  SHALLUSi  Aas«  Clerk. 


Tbustbes  of  Gbneral  Loak  Opficb  to  Council  1785. 

The  Trustees  of  the  General  Loan  Offioe  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  applies  to  his  ESxcellency  the  President  and  the  Sn» 
preme  Executive  Council,  for  Such  a  Sum  of  the  New  Paper  Honey 
to  emit  on  Loan  agreeable  to  Law^  as  your  Honors  shall  see  proper 
to  grant  them  at  this  Time. 
Philada.|  November  7th,  1785. 

OEOROB  SCHLOSS^B. 
G.  ROW*  EVANS. 
,XO(BBBT  SMITH. 


Sso'T  07  O(m0Bras  to  Oovhoil,  1785. 

(Circular.) 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  Nov.  1, 1785. 
Sill 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ezcelleney  herewith  en- 
closed two  copies  of  the  Continuation  of  the  Journal  of  Congress 
from  the  29  th  September  to  the  close  of  the  session.  One  copy  for 
the  legisladve  and  the  othw  for  the  Bieoutive  branch  of  Govern- 
ment In  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  17th  August,  I  enclose  also 
a  stateof  the  representation  in  Congress  from  the  beginning  of  Oct'  to 
the.  first  Monday  in  Nov%*  and  have  to  request  the  favour  of  your 
Excellency  to  lay  it  before  your  Legislature. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most  humble  serv*, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Direetedf 

His  Excellenoyj  The  President  of  the  Ex.  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
lylvania. 

*  Not  found. 
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( 

.     Vmm.  07  OovmcEL  to  Koad  OoMaasnoBnUy  1786^ 

Gtonilonieiiy 

Philtdelphia,  tfoy.  9th,  1765. 

Under  the  Midofied  law  &  appointmeiit  of  cottneil  yoa  or  aoy  two 
of  you  will  meet  on  the  let  day  of  Deoember  next  at  MiUer'e  spring 
in  the  oounty  of  Camberland,  &  thenoe  proeeed,  ^<  to  aurrey  a 
<f  lay  ont  ^or  mark)  a  State  highway  in  as  direot  &  etraitfht  a  manner' 
'<  as  the  cironmataneee  of  the  oonntry  and  situation  ol  (he  gr^ttnd^ 
<'  will  admit,  to  Pittsbnrg  in  the  oounty  of  Weetnioreland  whioh 
<'  Highway  shall  throaghoat  the  whole  length  of  the  same  Texoept  in 
<<  the  town  of  Bedford;  be  of  the  breadth  of  60  feet/'  &  from  time 
to  time  transmit  a  report  of  your  proceedings  with  a  draft  of  your 
road  as  far  as  yon  have  carried  it,  to  this  Board,  particularly  noting 
<<the  more  rugged  &  least  habitable  {Arts  of  the  Oonntry^'-I^ro' 
which  you  proceed,  by  announcing  the  name  of  the  Township  or 
aucb  other  distinction,  as  will'  best  enable  Council  to  comply  with 
the  wifihes  of  the  House  in  directing  the  futuia  labor  &  ezpenee  of 
Govdrnment  upon  it. 

In  executing  this  trust*,  it  will  be  necessary  to  employ  a  Surveyor 
Chain  parrier.  fi  other  assistants.  CouDoil  rely  upon  your  getting 
tbeee  on  the  hesb  possible  terms  for  the  State,  A  that  more  will  not 
be  engaged  than  will  be  necessary  to  the  accuracy  &  disp&toh  with 
which  it  i0  expeoted  you  will  perforxti  this  b^uunesa.'  • 
JDireeiedf  ♦ 

James  Smith,  John  Boggs,  &  Francis  Selversi,  Ssqmres.    Com*: 
missioners  for  laying  out  a  road  from  Millersburg  to  Pittsbuig. 


Levi  Hollingswobth  to  Seg'y  ARMSTBONa,  1785. 

Philadelyhia,  Nov.  9th^  1785. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  request  of  Council  communicated  to  me  in 
jotLr  note  of  yesterday,*  I  have  examined  the  state  of  the  Bast  India 
seamen  now  with  me.  There  are  thirty-one  of  them  in  Philadelphia 
greatest  part  of  them  lodged  in  a  house  of  mine  where  I  placed  them 
from  motives  of  humanity,  and  have  advanced  to  their  necessities, to 
the  amount  of  forty  shillings  in  cash  and  provisions.  One  of  them 
being  sick  is  removed  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
t  Tl^y  report  themselves  destitute  of  money  and  not  clothed  for  the 
present  and  approaching  season  wanting  shoes,  stockings.  Jackets 
and  Trowsers  j  some  of  Uiem  have  outside  coats  or  Frocks  of  woolen- 
doth,  but  their  under  cloths  are  only  of  Cotton  and  many  without 
any  other  coverifag  but  a  Calico  kind  of  frock,  they  have  no  beding 
or  covering  of  that,  kind,  nor  wood  to  dress  their  victuds  with,  the 
rooms  they  are  in  at  present  are  inconvenient  to  them  haveing  but 

23* 
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one  fire-plftce  and  no  outlet  or  yard,  and  of  too  mnch  yalne  to  me  to 
be  loot  0C4upM  by  «>  i»8e  a  £nuijr  and  witkdQt  tke  pitMpntt  of  a 
oompensation  eqnal  to  the  rent  they  were  aet  for  at  the  time  I  took 
these  unhappy  people  in.  Sinee  I  was  with  Council  on  tMr  behatf 
I  waited  Qtt  Oapt.  Truxton  to  satbfy  myself  as  to  the  terms  he  woold 
onry  tliem  to  India  fori  he  says  Forty  Gniseas  ^  maa  m  hia  lowest 
prioe.  As  Capt.  Green  in  Robert  Morris's  employ  is  aoon  to  sail  for 
that  Gpaiitryi  I  think  it  probable  he  mi^t  be  pnevailed  npoii  to 
take  tbena  w  a  lower  freSght  H<^og.the  HononmUa  Connoil  will 
t$ka  their  mbappy  situation  into  immediate  consideration. 
I  am  with  great  regard^ 

Your  moat  obedient  servant^ 

LEVI  HOLLINGSWOKTH.* 
Directed^ 
-  John  Annstiongi  Esquire,  Present 


'   Elkchon  of  Deleqatbs  to  Congress  by  General 
Assembly,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsyhania^  In  General  Asaemblyi  Friday^  November  11. 
1785,  A.  M. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  tbe  day  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  it  appeared  that  the 
Honorable  Charles  Pettit,  John  Bayard,  Arthnr  St.  Gkir,  William 
Henry  of  Lancaster,  and  James  Wilson,  Esquires,  were  duly  elected.. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLUS,t  Ass't  Clerk. 


Elxctiok  of  Treasurer  by  Gekerajl  Assembly,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly,  1785 
Saturday,  Noyember  12, 1785,  A.  M. 
Apeeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Treasurer  of  thb  State  for  the  present  year,  and  thft 
bfillots  being  taken  it  appeared  that  David  Bittenhonsei  Esqnire, 
was  unanimously  Eleoteaj 

Extract  from  the  minnles, 

J.  SHALLUS^  AsBt.  Clerk. 

•  See  Col.  Rm.  VoL  XIY*  p.  674. 
^    .  t  «••  CoL  Rec,  VoL  XIY.,  p.  W7. 
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7^i^6  Son^nbla  ^^  Shipieine  Executive  Counoil  of  the  Com- 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tho0e  repairs  of  thQ  Sittte  house,  that  are  already  done  with  th« 
pveparatioDs  for  fiaiaUug  other  parts  of  the  work  amount  to  near 
Twelve  hundred  pouuda.  In  tboBeaocoonts are inoluded  the  Cost  of  tha 
BoreeUy  Yeaetiau  Bliaids,  and  sundry  other  work  done  in  the  ComoU 
Gh^ber,  also  the  alterations  and  improvements  in  the  Office  of  tk^ 
Gomptrolliir  .Qouaral  and  Master  of  the  Bollsi  which  are  not  inolud/^ 
in  the  Estimates  (amounting  to  £1250)  reported  to  the  IJoahle*. 
House  of  Assembly. 

The  money  X  have  received  by  order  of  your  Bonble.  Board  on 
acct.  for  repairing  the  State  house  is  nine  hundred  and  ninety 
pounds.  Tbei efore  request  of  the  Honble  Gouncily  that  they  will 
order  me  the  additional  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds  to  pay  tlm 
debts  already  oontraded  and  make  such  repairs  as  remaia  unfinished, 
and  oblige, 

your  hble.  Servant, 

JAMES  PEARSON.* 
Retorted  J  , 

PhUada.  November  12th,  1785. 


Sbc't  of  CoKGniss  TO  Pres.  Fraitelik,  1786, 

Office  of  Sec'y  of  Congress,  Nov.  14th,  1785. 
Sir, 

It  appearing  necessary  that  a  period  should  be  fixed  to  the  final 
adjustment  of  all  ekims  against  the  United  States  for  service  perw- 
formed  by  the  Army  and  that  from  the  nature  of  sach  claims  they; 
cannot  be  so  properly  investigated  by  any  other  oflioer  as  by  the 
present  Commissioner,  who  has  nearly  closed  the  lineal  settlement,' 
The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  on  the  2d  Instsnt  have 
been  pleased  to  pass  the  inclosed  resolution  limiting  the  time  for 
exhibiting  such  daims,  to  the  ftrst  of  August  next,  and  have  directed 
the  Commissioner  of  Army  accounts  to  give  public  noUce  thereof: 
in  all  the  States  for  the  space  of  six  months. 
,  With  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Exceliene/s  most  obedient, 

.  &  most  Humbl.  Servt 

OH  A.  THOMSON.     • 
JHrMiedy 

EiB  Excellency,'^The  Presidput  of  Pann^ylvawaia* 

*  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  580. 
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John  Pisrcb  to  Prbs.  FaiNKUK,  1785. 

New  Tork,  NoYdmber  15a,  1785 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  boner  to  enclose  yon  a  resolution  of  Ooogrev 
directing  me  to  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  Supreme  execntive  of 
eaeh  State  such  Oertificates  as  shall  remain  unissued  beloDging  to 
the  Corps  not  appertaining  to  any  Lineand  as  several  of  the  agents 
of  these  Corps  have  made  a  settlement  with  me  and  deposited  Ger^ 
tiHoates  belonging  to  Inhabitants  of  the  State  of  PennaylTsnia,  I 
am  to  request  that  some  person  may  be  empowered  to  receive  the 
same  from  my  hands.  . 

I  am^  with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servt 

JNO.  PIERCB,  P.  M.  O.* 
JDireeUif 

His  Excellencyi  Benjamin  Franklini  Esquire. 


Land  Offiob  to  Prbs.  Fbanelin,  1785. 

His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  fisq'r,  President  in  GoancQ. 
Sir, 

The  instructions  which  we  have  heretofore  received  from  Council 
respecting  the  Sale  of  the  Depreciation  Lands,  are  silent  with  regard 
to  the  mo^t  eligible  mode  to  be  adopted — we  therefore  beg  leare  to 
submit  to  Council  whether  we  should  sell  these  Lands  by  the  acre 
or  by  the  Tract;  in  all  probability  the  Cofnmonwealth  woa'd  derive 
advantages  from  selling  them  by  the  acre,  this  however  we  sufaDiit  to 
your  direction* 

The  City  Auctioneer  has  suggested  to  us,  that  it  appears  to  him 
his  province  to  sell  these  Lands^  agreeably  to  the  laws  under  which 
he  acts,  whether  this  shall  be  the  case  or  we  must  employ  Cryers 
and  other  necessary  persons  to  negociate  this  business  we  also  b^ 
leave  to  submit  to  your  Hon'ble  Body — ^In  case  we  should  be 
autboriaed  to  employ  proper  persons,  'tis  likely  the  expencea  inenmd 
will  not  be  less  than  if  conducted  thro'  the  channel  of  the  auctioneer. 

With  regard  to  the  mode  of  compleating  the  purohsaers  Titles, 
the  Law  is  likewise  silent,  we  therefore  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  Council  whether  it  wou'd  be  proper  to  issue  a  warrant  directing 
a  return  of  Survey  to  be  made  of  each  particular  Tract  previous  to 
the  granting  of  a  Patent. 

We  shall  be  extremely  happy  either  to  receive  the  instruotiona  of. 

*  See  CoU  Rec.,  Yol.  XIV.,  p.  682. 
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9II0J  and  Coundly  or  o 
!on'ble  Body  upon  these  points. 


your  Ezcellencj  aadCoandly  or  confer  with  a  few  members  of  joiir 
Uon'ble  Body  upon  these  points. 

We  naye  the  honor  &c , 


DAVID  KENNEDY, 
FRAS.  JOHNSTON. 

Philad'e,  15th  Nor,  1785. 
Directed f 

His  Ezoellenoy  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq',  in  Council.    Present. 


Sbc'T  AEM8TB0KQ  TO  LaKD  OvFIOE,  1785. 

SecKtary's  Offieo,  18th  Nov.,  1785. 
Oenilemen, 

In  reply  to  yoor  letter  of  the  15th  Instant  I  am  directed  to  in- 
fbrm  you  1st,  that  it  is  the  denre  of  Goancil  that  the  depreciationr 
land  should  be  sold  by  the  acre.  2d,  that  the  City  Auctioneer  b# 
employed  to  sell  them.  &  Sd,  that  no  warrant  directing  a  Return  of 
Soryey  should  issue. 

I  am  with  much  regard,  Gknt, 

your  ob.  &  very  h'ble  Sery't, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


Sbc*t  of  Cokqrbss  to  Pres.  of  Council,  1785. 

Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

November  18th,  1785. 
8ir, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  your  Excellency  that,  nothwithstanding  it 
aeema  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Confederation  that  all  the  States 
should  punctually  assemble  in  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  in 
No? ember,  there  are  yet  but  five  states  represented  namely,  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  New  Jersey,  Maryland  and  South  Carolina, 
and  one  member  fetttending  from  Georgia. 

The  late  packets  from  Europe  have,  I  understand,  brought  dis- 
patches which  demand  the  immediate  and  attentire  consideration  of 
Congress,  I  beg  leaye  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  a 
letter  which  I  hare  just  receiyed  from  the  Secretary  for  foreign 
affairs  and  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  tirge  the  delegates  for  your 
state  to  come  forward  as  speedily  as  possible* 
With  the  greatest  respect 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obed't 

and  most  humble  serv't, 
Df'reeted,  CHA.  THOMSON. 

Hia  EzeeDency  tbe  President  of  Pcnsylvania. 


'  Sbg'7  oif  Foreign  Af  FAtas  to  Fbbs.  ot  CouNCHi^  1785. 

Copy. 
Office  for  foreign  afikirs, 

lata  Nov'r,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  season  when  the  Legislatnrea  nsnally  meet  to  do  busineBa  k 
at  band.  It  is  highly  probable  that  Congress  will  find  it  expedient 
to  call  their  attention  to  certain  objects  of  general  ooncero,  and 
particularly  to  some  which  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  affiuis 
present.  .The  late  adnoas  I  have  reoei?ed  fimm  finrope  demand  tbe 
attentive  consideration  of  Congress,  and  in  my  opinion  will  give 
ocoMion  to  xecommendaliODS  to  the  States,  and  other  meamtrea 
whioh  should  not  be  delayed.  Considering  the  time  nnafoidaliij 
OMsoned  by  deliberatiTO  bodies  in  maturing  their  acte,  it  is  to  be 
legiatted  that  a  sni&eient  number  of  States  to  proceed  to  every  kmd 
ef  bosineaB  within  the  powers  of  Congress  are  not  now  nprenented. 
Oommnnieaiiona  to  the  States  fbr  tbe  pniposa  of  aceelecatinff  ihmt 
representation  in  Congress  fall  more  properly  within  yonr  defnz^ 
ment  than  mine.  I  therefojw  think  it  my  duty  to  give  yon  these 
hints,  that  yodr  letters  to  the  States  on  that  subject  may  impress 
them  more  strongly  with  tbe  necessity  of  their  proyiding  for  tbeir 
being  speedily,  fully,  and  constantly  represented  in  Congress. 

I  am  &c., 

(aignedj        JOHN  JAY. 


Rbsolutioit  or  Gkkbbal  Assebcblt,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Qeneral  Assembly,  Friday,  November  18, 

1786,  A.  M. 

The  report  of  the  committee  read  yesterday,  respecting  the  Inland 
Navigation  of  this  State,  was  read  the  second  time  and  adopted  as 
follows,  vis : 
The  committee  upon  the  Inland  Navigation  report : 

That  in  their  opinion  a  revision  of  any  of  the  Acts  for  Improving 
tbe  navigation  of  the  river  Susquehanna  as  a  measure  to  inflnenoa 
tbe  oonourroDce  of  the  State  oC  Maryland  with  the  States  of  Dela- 
ware and  Pennsvlvania,  in  opening  a  navigable  ooramunicatioa 
between  the  two  bays  of  Chesapeak  and  Delaware  will  be  prematnra 
until  that  State  shall  discover  Itself  indiapoeed  thereto,  which  as  £u 
as  they  stand  informed  will  not  probably  be  the  case,  the  epmrnittee 
rather  propose  that  a  negociation  be  entered  into  with  the  States  of 
Maryland  and  Delaware  upon  the  ground  of  reciprocal  advantages 
to  be  derived,  to  all  the  States  concerned,  from  a  communication 
between  the  said  two  Bays  as  well  as  from  an  effectual  imprevemenl 
of  tbe  navigation  of  t^e  rijer  SniM|uebanna  ^d  i^  streoma. 


^wnsihVAmik  AaaBiv:sa  rm:         m 


The  Cobmiltee,  itt  eoiMMfiieiioe  submit  tfae  fbDowing  resolatidn : 

Resolved,  That  the  Sapreme  Ezecotive  Council  be  authorised  and 
requestedi  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  requested  to  eniet 
into  a  neeeciation  with  the  States  of  Maryland  aad  SelawaK^  upon 
the  ground  and  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned. 

Extract  from  the  minuteSy 

J.  SHAU-US, 

Afifit.  Clerk.    . 


Sbc'Y  ARJIESTRONa  TO  JOHN  PXBRCB,  1785. 

Secretary's  ofScei 

PhUadelphia,  Nov.  23, 1785.    " 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant*  enclosing  two  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  11th  of  .October  last,  has  been  received.  Mr.  Joha 
Nicholson,  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  accounts  of  this  Com^ 
monwealth  is  appointed  to  receive  the  certificates  belonging  to  In- 
habitants of  this  State;  you  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  deliveri 
them  to  him,  or  such  person  as  he  may  appoint  to  receive  them. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &o., 
DirectX,  a  J.  ARMSTRONG,  jr. 

John  Pierce,  Eeq. 


Sao'Y  aV  COROBBSB  TO  P&BB.   Of  OoUHOIIi/  1785. 

(Circular.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Nov.  28d,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  seven  States 
this  day  assembled  in  Congress,  and  have  unanimously  elected  his 
Ezoellency,  John  Hancock,  President. 
With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  ficoellenoy's 
most  obedient  & 
most  hble.  Servt, 

CHA.  THOMSON.t 
Directed, 
Ilifl  Ji^cellenoy,  the  Pvesident  of  Pennsylvaaia^ 

*  See  page  6M.  ^ 

t  See  CoL  Bw.,  Vol-  XIY.,  p.  687. 
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Pbbcu  Frankun  to  Goy«  ov  MabtiiAHd,  1786. 

In  Oonncil,  25th  November,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  Ezcellenoy  that  the  Legialmtsre 
of  this  Commonwealth  has  in  its  present  session  discovered  every 
disposition  to  adhere  to  the  samo  generoos  policy,  which  in  March 
last,  dictated  the  Law  entitled  "  An  Act  to  execate  the  Act  of 
<' Assembly,  declaring  the  river  Susquehanna  and  other  atreams 
*^  therein,  named  pubUo  highways,  and  for  improving  the  navigatian 
"  of  the  same,  within  the  limits  of  this  State/'     j    . 

Commissioners  under  this  law  have  been  appointed  and  thoii|^ 
the  work  be  not  actually  entered  upon,  yet  no  other  oanaes  of  delay 
now.  present  themselves  excepting  such  as  arise  from  a  dispoaitioB 
in  Pennsylvania  to  promote  tho  purposes  by  extending  the  utility  of 
every  practicable  scheme  of  inland  navigation.  It  is  under  this  in- 
fluence that  the  General  Assembly  has  authorized  us  to  enter  into  a 
negociation  with  the  State,  over  which  your  Excellency  presideS| 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  ^<  a  navigable  communication  between  the 
"  Bays  of  Chesepeiik  and  Delaware,  and  for  an  efifectual  improve- 
**  ment  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  and  its  streams.'' 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  that  this  proposition  as  far  as  it 
applies  to  Maryland  &  Pennsylvsnia  is  made  to  rest  in  all  its 
parts  npon  the  fair  and  equal  ground  of  reciprocal  advantage.  Of 
the  three  States  concem'd  that  of  Delaware  will  perhaps  derive  the 
most  immediate  advantage  from  the  first  part  of  the  plan  ;  but  we 
cannot  bnt  flatter  ourselves  y'  your  Legislature  like  ours,  will 
see  that  in  promoting  the  immediate  interest  of  an  intervening 
State,  she  does  not  ultimately  forego  her  own. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  bring  this  subject  before  yonr 
Oen.  Assembly  as  early  as  possible,  and  in  such  manner^  as  will  be 
most  likely  to  recommend  it  to  their  serious  attention. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  the  utmost 
respect,  your  Excellency-s 

most  obedient  hble.  Servt., 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.* 
Directed, 

His  Excellency;  the  Governor  of  Maryland. 


Pres.  Frankun  to  thb  Goybbnor  of  Delaware,  1785. 

To  the  Governor  of  Delaware. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  Excellency  that  nnder  a  late  set 
of  the  Legislatoie  of  this  Commonwealth,  we  are  anthorixed  to  enter 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  686. 
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into  a  negociation  with  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  for  the 
{HUMM  of  f'  opening  a  navigable  eammnmoation  betareea  the.  JBaj^ 
*'  of  Ghesepeak  &  Delaware//  a94  for  ''  efifeotnallj  improving  the 
^'  navigation  of  the  river  Susquehanna  and  its  streams/^ 

.Th9  6tfite  oviV  Whkh  your  Excellenoj  presides  is  so  immediatelv 
interested  in  this  measure^  that  we  cannot  but  hope  that  this  propoe>- 
tion  will  meet  your  most  ready  and  warm  approbatioa  &  support,  & 
^rom  the  wise  &  liberal  policy  which  y*  State  of  Maryland  has  lately 
discovered  on  a  similar  occasion^  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
^hat  she  will  not  be  backward  in  adopting  a  measure  do  directly  cat 
culated  to  promote  the  interest  of  all  the  States  concerned  in  it. 
^  The  ground  upon  which  it  is  propdsed  to  conduct  this  negodatidu 
is  that  of  equal  and  Reciprocal  advantages.  Assured  as  we  are  that  ft 
is  the  only  permanent  basis  of  political  Contract.  Totfr  El'y 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  proposition  before  your  Legislature  as 
early  as  possible,  and  in  sneh  manner. aa  may  be  most  likely  to 
procure  afavourable  reception^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  regard, 
your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  humble  Servi, 
Indorsed,  CHARLES  BIDDLB .♦ 

Nov.  26, 1786. 


C0MMI8810NBR6  OF  Lands  to  Pbes.  Franklin,  1785. 

Philadelphia,  November  26th,  1785. 
Sir, 

In  obedieBce  to  the  Instructions  of  Coui^oil  of  t^e  12th  September 
last,  and  the  11th  instant  we  have  proceeded  to  the  sale  of  the 
JBLnndMd  Lots.oontaiiied  in  Daniel. Leets  Distriot,  and  abo  the  48 
Lots  remaining  to  be  sold  in  said  District.  The  quantity  of  Land 
aold  amoiints  t0  88,202  Aeres,  and  the  am*  of  Cash  to  be  reodved 
£13,985  14— which  makes  the  average  price  a  little  better  than 
8  5  $  Aere. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  Humble  Serv'ts, 
JNO.  LUKENS,  8.  G. 
DAVID  KENEDY,  S'y  I/d  Oft 
PBA'S  JOHNSTON,  R.  (J. 
Direetedy 

To  his  teieelleney  iSenJamin  Franklin,  Esq'r,  President  in 
Council,  Present. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  ZIV.,  p.  686. 
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Gov.  Smallwood  or  Mahylakd,  to   Pbbs.  Frahklh, 

1785. 

Annapolis,  27th  NoTem';  178S. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  Excellency  oertik 
Resolntions  of  the  Legislature  of  this  SUte  *  the  third,  foortb,  fiM 
and  sixth  of  which  seem  to  point  out  the  Object  to  which  they  wA 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  of  your  sUte,  that  Cooiiii> 
sioners  may  be  nominated  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  theaixtk 
Besolution. 
I  ha?e  the  Honor  to  bci 

with  tlie  highest  Consideratioii 

and  respect,  yonr  Bxcellenej's 

mo.  Obed't  humble  Sery't» 

W.  SMALLWOOD.f 

To  Hu  Excellency  The  President  of  the  SUte  of  Pennsylnuua 


BssoLunoK  OP  Assembly — State  Housb,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  Oeneral  Assembly. 

Monday,  November  29th,  1785.  A.  V. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  lecommitted  November  25,  the  i^ 
port  of  the  comq|^ttee  appointed  to  inspect  the  State  House  im 
report  the  necessary  repairs,  made  report  which  was  read,  and  (A 
motion,  and  by  special  order  the  same  was  read  the  aaooad  tio^ 
whereupon, 

Besolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  requested  to 
order  the  folbiring  repairs,  (vis.) 

1st.  That  part  of  the  State  house  roof  between  the  Steeple  w 
the  turret  of  the  clock  bell  to  be  covered  with  Copper.  ^ 

2d.  To  new  shingle  three  courses  on  both  sides  of  the  ridge  X 
the  roof,  and  repair  several  places  that  are  decayed,  and  if  tb^ 
think  proper  to  order  the  painting  the  uper  pitches  with  olaniSw 
turpentine  and  Spanish  brown,  and  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  of  tte 
State  for  the  payment  of  such  repairs. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass^  Clork. 

*  Not  found. 

t  Col.  Rec.,  XIV.  p.  589. 
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.  S£c*7  OF  Congress  to  Pass,  of  Council,  1785. 

Office  of  Seo'y  of  CongresB. 
Sir, 

Althongb  I  have  regnlarly  forwarded  two  copies  of  the  Jonmal 
ms  priniedy  one  for  the  legislative  and  another  for  the  Ezecutiye 
p  branch  of  Goyernment,  yet  least  some  of  the  sheets  may  hate  beeli 

i  misUidy  and  thereby  we .  Volames  rendered  incomplete,  I  now 

I  forward  to  yonr  Excellency  two  complete  copies  of  the  Jonmal  of 

(  last  year  bound,  one  of  which  yon  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  the 

i  Legislature,  reserving  the  other  for  the  use  6f  the  Executive. 

On  the  28tfa,  July  ha%*  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  a  eopy 
of  the  enclosed  resolution  of  the  27th,  by  which  I  am  directed  to 
apply  to  the  Executives  of  the  sevecal  States  for  18  copies  of  the 
I^j^slative  acts  thereof  since  the  1st  of  Sept,  1784,  and  to  adopt  a 
similar  mode  for  procuring  the  acts  which  may  thereafter  be 
passed  as  aforesaid.  The  purposes  for  which  these  oo|pies  are  de- 
I  sired  and  the  end  to  be  answered  are  fully  explained  in  the  reso- 

lution. 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution,  I  have  received  18  copies  of 
sundry  acts  from  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina, 
one  of  which  I  delivered  to  the  Delegates  of  your  State  for  the  use  of 
the  Legislature  thereof,  and  I  am  informed  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  Connecticut  that  previous  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  that 
State  had  sent  a  copy  of  its  acts  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several 
States. 

I  beg  leave  to  request  your  attention  to  this  matter, 
with  great  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's,  most  obedent, 

and  most  Humble.  Servt. 

*CHA,  THOMSON, 
Direetedf 
His  ExceUenoy,  The  President  of  Pennqrlvania. 


PfiES.  F&ANKLiN  TO  Gov.  Smallwood  OF  Mabtlanp,  1785. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  1st  December,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  27th  of  Novemberf  with  its  enclosures^  &  to  assure  you 

*  See  page,  448. 

t  6m  page  641,  also  CoL  Reo.,  XIV.  p.,  680. 
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tbat  the  sobjeot  of  them  shall  be  immediately  laid  before  theLegiib- 
tare  fi>r  their  consideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  boj 

with  the  highest  respect  yonr  Exoellency'B 

most  obedient  humble  Serrt^ 
BENJAMIN  FELiNKLIN,  Ftaa. 

His  Ezoelleiioy,  Goyemor  Smallwood. 


Sbcrbtary  ov  CoiiaRBSS  fro  Prbs.  Frakeliit,  1785. 

(Oiro«]«r.) 
Office  of  Secretary  of  Congress,  December,  8d,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  herewitli  ea- 
blosed  an  act  of  Conjmss  passed  yesterday,  recognizing  John  Tempk 
Esquire,  as  Consul  Qeneral  of  His  Brittannio  JU^'^ty  throughout  the 
United  States. 

with  great  respoot^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  moffi  obefient, 
&  most  hum.  servt. 

GHl,  THOMSON. 
Direetedj 

His  Excellency  The  President,  of  Pennsylvania. 


Ebsolutions  op  Cokoebss.— Consul  Gkn'l  op  Q.  B.,  1785. 

The  Uaited  States  in  Oongress  Aisembled. 

December  2d,  1785, 

.  The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreigi 
Affnfs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  of  24th  November,  to  W$ 
Excellency  the  President,  with  Mr.  J.  Temple's  Oommisaon  having 
reported 

>  "  Tbat  John  Temple,  Esquire,  has  presented  to  the  United  States 
In  Congress  assembled,  a  Commission  in  due  form,  bearing  date  tbe 
fifth  day  of  February,  last,  from  His  Britannic  Majesty,  constituting 
and  appointing  him  the  Cosnul  General  of  hia  said  Mijesty  in  ibeae 
States.  That  there  is  av  yet  no  Gommwcial  Treaty  or  eonvention  sub- 
sisting between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  State§|  whereby 
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either' Uav^  a  perfect  vi^i  id  estaMicA  CeiiavU  is  die  dooltahmif  of 
the  o&er,  but  that  amioable  m^gooiationi  for  that  aftid  other  .reeip^- 
xJMal.  pfiyilegee  are  nb^  depeDouig.'  That  altheugh  the  issae  of 
those  DegociatioDS  is,  as  yet,  ancertain,  it  will  neyertheless  be  pvoperi 
for  the  Uoited  States  on  this  and  every  other  occasion  to  ohaerye  as 
great  a  degree  of  liberality  as  may  ooasisli  witha  d«e  regard  to  their 
National  Honor  and^Wel&re/^  therefore 

Resolved  that  the  said  John  Temple,  Esqnirei  be  and  he  hereby 
is  received  and  recognised)  as  Consul  General  of  His  Britanic 
Majesty  thronffbottt  the  Uoked  States,  and  that  his  Commission  be 
registered  in  the  Seeretary's  Office^ 

Resolved,  That  all  the  privileges  preeminences  &  authority  which 
the  Laws  of  Nations  and  of  the  Land  give  to  a  Consul  General  reeaved'i 
by  the  United  States  from  any  nation  with  whom  they  hav^  no 
Commercial  Treaty  or  Convention  are  due  to  the  said  John  Temple 
and  shall  be  enjoyed  by  him. 

Ordered  That  certified  copies  of  the  above  resolutions  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Executives  of  the  different  States  for  their  infor- 
mation. 

CHA.  THOMSON.     , 


Tkustbes  of  General  Loan  Office  to  Pbbs.  Coukcu.. 

1785. 

The  Trustees  of  the  General  Loan  Office  of  the  Commonwealth  of* 
Pennsylvania  applies  to  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  for  such  a  sum  of  the  new  Paper  Money  to 
emit  on  Loan  agreeable  to  Law  as  your  Honors  shall  see  proper  to 
grant  them  at  this  time. 
Philadelphia.  December  6th.  1785. 

GEORGE  8CHLOS8EB, 
ROW*  EVANS, 
ROBERT  SMITH. 
N.B.  £85,000  is  already  emitted  on  Loan. 


OOHMISSIONERS  OF  LAND  OFFICE  TO  PRES.  FrANELIN;  1785. 

Sir,  ^ 

Pursuant  to  the  Instructions  of  your  HonMe  Board  we  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  sale  of  Nathaniel  Braden's  District  which  contained 
81J88B  acrcQ;  the  amount  of  Bales  whereof  is  £4042  17  3,  the 
average  price  of  which  is  about  2s  6id  ^  acre,  so  that,  when  the 
amount  of  Sales  of  this  District  is  added  to  that  of  Leef  s  the  whole 
will  average  only  5«  M,  ^  acre,  being  a  less  sum  than  is  now ' 
received  in  thQ  Land  office  for  Lands  in  the  new  purchase. 

Perhaps,  your  Honoxa  will  esteem  it  eligible  to  postpone  the 
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ftfflfaer  bUb  of  iheM  LmAs  till  toMrds  ih^  iM^innfaig  of  tbe  i 
SesHon  of  the  Aflaembly,  and  then  to  be^n  with  a  Diatriei  wbvm 
Fort  Pitt  either  Gttoningham'a  or  E^ditn,  being  both  rerj  good 
Dietriots. 
Dec' 6*,  1785. 

We  have  tbe  bonor  to  be, 

Your  Exoell'-  Humble  Serv*-. 
JNO.  LUKBN8,S.  G. 
DAVID  KENNEDY,  S'  1/  Q£ 
ERAS.  JOHNSTON. 

Direciedf 

His  Bxoellenej;  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'. 


Levi  Hollinosworth  to  Prbs.  and  Council,  1785- 


To  His  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  and  the  Snpr 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

(Gentlemen, 

From  the  oontinued  application  of  tbe  East  India  seamen  lor 
eveiT  necessary  of  life,  which  I  have  so  far  administered  to  them 
much  to  the  inconyenience  of  my  priyate  business,  I  am  obliged  to 
pray  the  Honourable  Council  to  appoint  some  person  to  the  Guardian- 
ship or  care  of  them,  as  well  to  provide  Houses  or  rooms^  as  to 
supply  them  with  their  further  wants,  tbe  bouse  they  now  oocnpy  of 
mine  being  too  small  for  the  accommodation  of  so  many  persons 
having  but  one  fire-plaoe,  and  also  too  valuable  to  me  to  be  occupied 
without  a  gratuity,  and  from  the  situation  by  no  means  suited  for 
the  purpose  of  barracks  to  persons,  unacquainted  with  wood-fires  and 
the  risk  resultinff  from  inattention  to  them,  which  is  the  case  of  these 
people.  I  am  therefore  to  hope  and  beg  the  Honourable  Gonneii 
either  to  have  them  Lodged  in  the  Publick  alms-house  or  Elsewhere, 
or  to  Clothe  me  with  authority  to  remove  them  back  to  New  Castle 
county,  where  they  unfortunately  came  on  board  a  vessell  of  mine 
which  brought  them  to  Philadelphia  thro'  motives  of  Chanty. 
They,  poor  creatures,  are  now  in  great  want  nf  other  rooms  to  shelter 
them,  which  is  not  in  my  power  to  provide,  and  I  humbly  conceive 
the  overseers  of  tbe  Poor  might  provide  for  them  at  less  expenoe  and 
they  be  better  accomodated  under  their  patronage,  than  that  of  mine. 
In  conformity  to  the  directions  of  your  board  i  have  doathed  them 
with^  new  westcoats,  outside  coats,  trowsers,  shoes  and  stockings  & 
provided  them  with  Beef,  Flour  &  Firewood.  And  tho'  mj  own 
feelings  are  much  affected  by  their  situation,  yet  my  private  business 


.^ 
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M  too  oxienaiye  to  devote  diftt  time  to  them  thftk  their  neoeirities 
require. 

I  am  with  great  regard, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

Very  Hamble  Servant,  - 

LEVI  H0LLING8W0RTH. 
Philad*;  Deeember  lOtfa,  1785. 
Directed^ 

His  Bxcelleooy,  Beojamin  Franklini  Esquire;  Present. 


BbCEIYBB    Gbu'L  of  LaKB    OfFICB  to    PrBS.  F&AHKLIKy 

1786. 
Sir, 

The  time  being  now  elapsed  which  was  specified  in  the  Instruot- 
ions  of  Council  for  payment  of  the  purchase  money  and  fees  which 
hare  accrued  on  the  lands  sold  in  Daniel  Leets  District,  and  sundry 
pnrohasers  not  having  complied  with  the  terms  therein  mentioned,  X 
beg  leave  therefore  to  submit  to  Council  the  steps  necessary  to  be 
pursued  on  this  occasion.  t 

Indeed  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  some  of  the  purchasers  do 
not  mean  to  comply  at  all,  with  the  terms  of  sale,  if  so,  perhaps  it 
would  not  be  amiss  for  your  Hon'ble  Body  to  use  compulsory  mea- 
sures; as  any  future  Sale  (if  purchasers  should  be  indulged  in 
relinquishing  their  purchases)  wou'd  be  productive  of  Ezpence  alone 
without  any  emolument  to  the  State. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's 

most  Obed't  Serv't, 

FRAN'S  JOHNSTON,  B.  O. 
Dec.  12lh,  1785. 

Directedy 
To  His  Excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq'r. 


Jambs  Pbarson— Statb  Housb,  1785. 

^0  the  honorable  the  Supream  Ezeeutiye  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Oentlemen, 

Having  considered  your  advertisement  in  the  Pennsylvania  packet 
and  revised  the  estimate  laid  before  the  Committee  of  the  Hon'ble 
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Baid  advertismeDts  for  Eighty  three  pounds,  aad  am  aaaored  aa 
person  can  afford  to  do  said  wor]{  for  a  loss  prioe  or  more  expediti- 
ously, especially  as  I  have  the  shinglea  ready  fofthe  yery  pnrpoBe, 
(having  procured,  md  droat  them  a  ooi|Biderable  time  since  bj  the 
advioe  ef  some  genllemen  of  the  Committee  of  the  late  AsemUy, 
and  a  part  of  the  old  roof  cleared  off  (by  mistake)  ready  to  go  to 
work. 

I  am  with  respect, 

GantUmeni  y  h'lile  Serv*, 

JAMES  PEARSON. 
Philad'a,  Deoem'  12th,  1785. 

To  The  Honorable  Sup^me  Ezeooiive  Council  of  PennsyU 


LbVI  HoUDfOSWORTH  TO  PRESIDENT  AND  CoUNOHi,   1785. 

To  the  President  and  Supreme  Ex€cutiTe  Octtnoil  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 
Oentlemen, 

In  conformity  to  your  directionSi  I  have  supplied  the  Lascars  and 
Chinese  with  the  Sundry  articles  necessary  to  their  subsistanoe, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  <£  as  ^  Bill  and  shop  notes  inclosed 
which  I  must  beg  the  Counoil  to  grant  an  order  for  the  payment  of. 
I  left  the  House-rent  to  the  discretion  of  Council,  the  sum  I  had  let 
it  for  at  the  time  they  were  put  in,  was  Thirty  pounds  ^  annum. 
I  am  also  to  observe  that  their  great  consumption  of  provisions 
must  arise  from  want  of  oeconomy,  they  having  .consumed  near  two 
pounds  ^  day.  The  Latears  being  removed  to  the  Alliance  Frigate, 
a  distance  from  my  business,  it  will  no  longer  be  convenient  to  me 
to  provide  for  them,  at  the  same  time,  must  beg  to  suggest  to  Coun- 
cil the  necessity  of  some  person  having  a  care  to  their  future  man- 
agement. 

Mr.  Handle  (a  gentleman  going  to  India  from  New  York)  giviog 
me  assurance  that  he  would  in  a  few  days  take  the  three  Chinees  witl 
him,  I  have  permitted  them  to  remain  with  me,  they  having  latterly 
differed  with  the  Lascars,  and  their  quarrels  ariseing  to  conaiderable 
heights,  I  thought  it  best  to  seperate  them. 

I  am  with  great  regard  » 

the  Councils  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

LEVI  HOLLINOSWORTH. 

Philadelphia;  December  26th;  1785, 


imfstatvumk  AStmtaB  itm.        «i» 


'  [The  faUawtng  papers  have  been  diaooTered  mnoe  tboae  in  tke 

same  year  were  printed — their  appropriate  place  waa  between  pp. 
r  184  &  898.  In  the  Index  thej  will  be  fomnd  referred  to  Chronologi- 

I  caUj.] 
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Delsgatib  in  GoMORSsa  to  Pbb8.  DxcKiifsaNy  1784. 

Annapolisi  13th  Jany.^  1784. 
Sir, 

We  haye  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  instructioQa 
from  the  honorable  the  Supreme  Exeoutive  Council  dated  Beor.  29tli^ 
which  shall  be  attended  to. 

The  Inclosed  papers  we  beg  your  Excellency  will^  be  pleased  to 
ky  before  the  Honorable  the  Cfouncil  &  Genl.  Assembly  for  their 
information.    With  great  reapecti 

we  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed. 
&  most  Hble.  Servants, 

THO.  MIFFLIN, 
EDW.  HAND, 
Directed  CAD.  MOKRIS. 

His  Exoell'cy  John  Dickinson,  Esq. 


Gbnb.  MirFLiN  &  Hand  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Annapolis,  20th  Jany.,  1784. 
"Sir, 

We  hare  received  jrour  Exc'ys  letter  of  the  7th  Instant,^  it  gives 
Q8  the  greatest  Satisfaction  to  be  able  to  inform  the  Honmble 
CouoQ  that  the  difl&culties  which  had  arisen  respecting  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  definitive  treaty  have  been  happilly  removed. 

We  hope  that  Congress  will  in  a  short  time  appoint  Commissioners 
k  determine  on  the  place  &  time  of  holding  a  TreaU  with  the 
hostile  tribes  af  Indims  of  which  we  will  give  your  ICxceiry  the 
earliest  advice— we  now  transmit  copies  of  the  proceedings  prepara- 
tory to  that  important  business, 
with  great  respect, 

we  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excell'ys  most  obed.  hble.  Servants, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
Jndt^ned,  EDW.  HAND.t 

[Bead  1  time  Jany.  29, 1784.] 
iHreeted, 
His  Exc'y  John  Dickinson  Esqr. 

*  See  page,  155,  156,  184. 
t  See  CoL  Bw.,  ToL  XIY.,  p.  28. 
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EeSOLUTIONS  op  CONGRESa, — ^TV^TOMING,  1784. 

By  the  Unitod  States  in  Ooogress,  maaembled, 
Friday,  Jany«  23d,  17M. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  consrsting  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Lee 
ft  Mrl  WiilitaaaGD  to  whom  was  refemd '  a  pptati^ii  of  Zflmlon 
Butler,  ft  others  claiming  un^er  the  State  of  Connecticat  prirate 
right  of  toil  within  the  teiritorf  westward  of  the  Delaware  formerij 
in  oontroversy  between  the  said  stat^  ft  that  of.  Pennsylvania  and 
%i(i\y  delermttied  by  a  Court  constituted  kixd  appointed  agreeably  to 
<the  Ninth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  to  be 
within  the  ^ipHbdiction  of  the  said  state  of  Pennsylranfa  eompluan^ 
[that  they  arc  ^turbed  in  their  right  by  ofhers  dbdmiug  under  the 
said  state  of  Pennsylvania  and  pnnring  that  a  Oourt  maj  be  insti- 
tuted under  the  ninth  article  of  the  confederation  for  deterfliiBiBg 
the  said  riffht. 

ResolTed,  That  a  court  be  instituted  according  to  the  said  ninth 
article  of  the  confederation  for  determining  the  private  right  of  soil 
within  tiie  said  territory  so  far  as  the  same  is  by  the  said  article 
submitted  to  the  determination  of  such  a  court. 

That  the  fourth  Monday  in  fjune  i^ezt  .be  fissigned  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  parties  by  their  lawftil  agents  before  Gongrese  or 
the  committee  of  the  States  whecoTfir.  they  shall  be  then  sitting. 

That  notice  of  the  aasignn^ent  of  the  sa^dday  b^^ven  to  the 
parties  in  the  following  form.* 

JUsqlvedg  that  the  said  nqtice  be  transmitted  by  the  Secretaiy 
to  the  executives  of  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  with 
a  reqiieet  that  they  take  proper  laeaaures  for  having  the 
aerved  cq  the  parties  interested  onde^  their  State  respectively^ 

CHA.  OHOMSON, 


Pbeb.  DfOKXKaoN  »  TiOK-PBEsiBim!^  1784.. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  are  some  Memorandums  respeetitag  artielesf,  on  which 
Duties  may  be  proper,  ft  also  some  Notes  concemiiig  the  admiralty 
Jurisdiction. 

I  ^haU  be  very  glad  if  Council  will  be  pleased  to  make  such  addi* 
tions  or  alterations  as  they  judge  expedient,  ft  then,  that  ym'wll 
be  so  good  as  to  transmit  the  Pa|ier  to  3{r.  Delany. 

I  bog  leave  to  submit  to  Council  the  inclosed  answer  to  Mr.  ^ 
Crevaceur's  letter.-f 

*  Seeform  ^f  notice,  onpaga  194. 
i  See  piij|e,  195. 


wmitfBsumBBUL  abgdztivv  nm.        mi 

te  hsve  deiivered  io  the  Speaker. 

I  should  have  prepared  the  Message  on  John  Campbell's  Mamorial^ 
bit  find  it  neeessary  to  have  the  Eatrieahe  referra  U>*  If  you  .qqi44 
withoattoo  audh  Tvonble  obnrej  him  kiOtiee  to  call  iipoa  Me  thia 
Day  or  to-taarvoiir  between  11  &  2  o'<3lo^k,  I  should iike  tq  cQQv^^ree 
srith  him  am  his  Bnsii^eiS)  &  ishoiild  be  ghA  ^il^  you  h  soiHQ  of  the 
Gouneil  ipight  be[  preset. 

I  ami  wi<^  th^  fflr^tesi  B^t«erm,  Sir, 

Yifur  most  obed.  h'ble  Serv't. 
>  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

'    Tfiesday  to^fmng,  JantMirjr  27.  <     -  :    , 

Directed  f  " 

The  HonahMe>  1%^  Viee^reindeiiiti  ' 

Indorsed, 

January  27;  1784.    Ftom   His  Excellency,  The  President  to 


Report,  ic,  or  Committbe  op  Okn'l  Assembly,— IjTtOMiNG.* 

'  '  Friday,  Jannaiy  SOth,  1T84,  A^M. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  read  yesterday,  on  the  petition  df 
divers  Inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  was  read  the  second  time  asfbllows, 

viz.  ■  ^       ,       '  '   ,    '   ■  ■  ''  ,'•'', 

'  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Bamnd 
^hepherd  and  others,  Inhabitants  of  Wyoming  beg  leave  to  offer  thfe 
following  Report.  * 

That  tbey  find  upon  careful  examination  tlint  the  followin^^of  the 
Bald  petitioners  viz.,  Simon  ^palding^  Sam'l  Shepherd,  Joseph 
Hagemim,  Nathaniel  Diivenport,  Conrad  Lyons,  Daniel  Whitney, 
Joseph  Ellbtt,  Solomon  Perkina,  the  Heirs  of  Christopher  Cartwright 
jointly,  Stephen  Fuller,  kmM  Burnham,  Preserved  Cooley,  Williaiii 
Stark,  Isaao  Baldwin  k  Lawrence  Mjcra  arc  within  the  Desenption 
of  persons  entitled  to  a  reasonable  Compenaation  in  Jjonda  within 
the  BomidaTics  of  this  State  agreeable  to  a  llesolre  of  the  Hononible 
Af^aembly  of  this  State  of  the  second  of  September  last,  your  Com* 
tnittce  therefore  offer  the  following  Resolution* 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  be  hereby  anthor- 
isMsd  k  required,  to  deliver  t^  each  of  tlie  above  named  persons,  vis. 
Simon  Sp;ilding,  Samuel  Shepherd,  Joseph  Ha  gem  an,  Nathaniel 
Davenportj  Conmd  Lyons,  Daniel  Wbitney,  Joseph  Elliott,  Solomon 
Perkins,  the  Heirs  of  Christopher  Cartwright,  jointly,  Stephen 
"Fuller,  A  sell  Burnham,  Preserved  Cooley,  Williara  Starkj  Isaac 
Baldwin  and  Lawrence  Myers.  Certificates  nnder  the  Seal  of  his 
oJBce  importing  that  each  of  them  are  entitled  to  three  hundred 
Acres  of  Land  to  be  Located  anywhere  within  the  purchased  h 

«  S««  p^ee  55T-561,  and  574-^,  and  the  f^oUtctioa  of  W^oiiuskg  doott^* 
monU  £k4?«r  Qie  cIuBe  of  this  Vglume. 


luiftppropftited  futB  ti  ttie  Goantaea  of  NotAavplim  &  Noclbfeai- 
beriand  and  that  the  Surveyor  (General  be  anthoriied  k  required  te 
ilirect  GopieB  of  the  said  Certificates  to  aoj  of  the  Depatj  Surrejon 
of  the  said  Counties  at  the  request  of  the  party,  in  onler  to  the  fiaal 
eonfirmaiioti  of  the  said  lands  whieh  are  to  be  free  of  porehaae 
Money  on  payment  of  the  Fees  of  Offioe  only.  And  on  the  question 
'*''  Will  the  Ik>ii8e.  adopt  the  foregoing  Report/'  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  a  considerable  Majority  and  the  Beport  adopted. 
£xt«M)t  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  SHALLUS,  Aas't  CTk. 
of  the  Qeneral  Assembly. 
Indorsed, — ''  Not  complied  with  on  the  pptf  t  of  the  Conn*  petitionen." 

BbFOBT  of  CoMMITTXS  to  CtJUfpLM.  Ajbbkmbly^ 

Taesday,  Sept.  2d,  1783. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  Captain  Shrawder'o  Letter 
and  Uie  report  of  the  CommisBieiiera  sent  to  Wioming  to  effect  a 
^omprooii^e  with  the  settlers  at  that  phice,  and  the  Owners  of  the 
Wioming  Lands,  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  ^ey  hate  examined  the  several  papers  committed  to  then 
with  care  &  attention,  and  are  fully  satisfied  of  the  laudable  Zeal 
Mftd  industry  used  b^  your  Commissioners  to  effect  the  purposes  of 
their  Mission,  and  likewise  with  the  generous  offers  made  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Land  holders  to  the  settlers  at  Wioming.  Your  Goia- 
jnitteo  are^  however,  sorry  to  find  that  the  endeavours  of  your  Com- 
missioners  and  the  offers  of  the  proprietors  of  Lands  at  Wyoming 
have  been  rendered  abortive  by  the  interference  of  the  State  of 
Connectieut  and  the  Susquehanna  Company,  so  that  our  hopes  of  a 
friendlv  compromise  seem  'now  vanished.  Your  committee  sabmit 
the  following  resolutions  to  the  Honorable  House. 

Besdved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  ia 
a  Ball  for  repealing  the  Law  of  this  State  entitled  '*  An  Act  to 
prevent  and  sta^  suits  from  being  brought  against  the  inhabitants 
of  Wioming  dunng  the  time  therein  mentioned,  passed  March  ISthy 
last,  and  for  confirming  the  Township  of  Wyoming  into  tlTree  Dis- 
tinct Towtaships,  as  laid  out  and  divided  by  your  Commissioners  on 
ihe  22d  dav  of  April  Ust  past. 

Resolved,  That  as  well  to  discover  the  moderation  and  Equitable 
disposition  of  this  House,  as  in  consideration  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
fiettiers  at  Wioming  from  the  Common  Enemy,  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation in  Lands  within  tiie  Boundaries  of  this  State  upon  easj 
Terms  be  tnade  to  the  families  of  those  who  have  fallen  fighting 
against  the  Sava^^  and  to  such  others  as  did  actually  reside  on  the 
Lands  at  Wyoming  when  the  late  Decree  was  given  at  Trenton. 

Besohed,.  That  no  such  settler  be  intitied  to  the  benefits  of  this 
Besolution  unless  upon  demand  made  he  gives  up  possession  to  the 
Claimant  or  Claimants  Under  Pennsylvania  or  upon  any  Suit  of 


imtfsrnjvjLimL  iOEtcmvEs  itmi        ssb 

llrespasfl  and  ti)eottnent  being  cotnmenoed  by  snob  Claimant  or 
Claimants  He  ehall  become  Defendant  in  snch  Suit  and  Confeat 
Judgment  to  the  Plaintiff  or  Plaintiffs  in  Ejectment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Whitehall,  Mr.  Latimer,  and  M«.  Maolay,  bo 
a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  BiU  agreeable  to  the  first  of  the  foregoing 
leeolntions. 


EPHEAiM  Dcnn^LAss  to  PbK8.  DioKtNsoir,  1784. 

Union  Town,  2nd  February,  1784. 
'  Sir, 

The  recollection  of  the  peiBonal  obligations  for  which  I  feel  pay* 

lelf  in4^bted  to  your  Excellency's  beneficence,  would  alone  be  sum- 

I  oient  to  ins^Mre  me  witb  the  desire  of  giving  every  testimony  of 

grateful  recognition ;  and  when  to  that  is  added  the  obligation  of 

public  duty,  I  will  confidently  hope  your  pardon  for  this  trouble,^ 

I  even  if  my  communication  should  appear  unimportant. 

The  Courts  were  opened  for  this  tfounty  on  the  23d  of  December 
\^ ;  the  gathering  of  people  was  pretty  numerous,  and  I  was  not 
^one.  in  fearing  that  we  should  have  Imd  frequent  proofs  of  that 
turbulence  of  spirit  with  which  they  have  been  so  generally,  and 
)  nerl^aps  too  justly  stigmatized,  but  I  now  take  great  satisfaction  in 

I  wHng  them  the  justice  to  say  that  they  behaved  to  a  man  with  good 

I  prder  and  decency ;  our  grand  jury  was  really  respectable,  equal  at 

I  }ea8^  tp  many  I  have  seen  in  Courts  of  long  standing.     Little  busi« 

'  ness  was  done,  other  than  dividing  the  County  into  Townships,  a 

I  ][Cetum  of  which  i^  undercover:*  And  here  I  must  beg  the  indul- 

fenoe  of  your  Excellency  and  Council,  if,  from  the  novelty  of  the 
nsiness  and  the  want  of  a. precedent,  I  have  been  deficient  in  form. 
The  instructions  of  Council  respecting  the  opposition  to  asses- 
inent  in  ManaUin  Township,  I  laid  before  the  Justices  as  directed, 
but  they  have  not  yet  oome  to  any  resolution  thereon;  sonie  of  them 
I  find,  are  of  opinion  that  the  reviving  it  at  this  dbtaut  time  raiglit 
be  attended  with  more  vexatious  consequences  thaa  the  f^u^eripg  it 
to  be  forgotten  will  probably  produce.  For  this  rea^^on,  and  in  con- 
sideration of  their  since  peacable  demeanor,  I  sbaulJ  ioeliue  to  agree 
with  them  that  for  the  present,  until  the  authority  of  the  Court 
oecomes  by  degrees  and  habitude  of  obedience^  more  firmly  ef^ta- 
bUshed  in  the  general  acquiescence  of  all  dcaeriptioDs  of  people 
within  the  County,  and  a  Goal  and  other  objects  of  popular  terror 
be  erected  to  impress  on  their  minds  an  idea  of  the  punishmeDfc 
annexed  to  a  breach  of  the  laws,  lenient  measures  might  produce  as 
good  effects  as  the  most  rigorous  ones  that  justice  could  adopt,  wero 
not  the  wisdom  and  directions  of  Council  opposed  to  this  opluioo. 
To  these  reasons  for  declining  the  prosecution  cf  the  offenders,  if 

♦  IMfoond*  .    --I 


tfieit  identity  obM  M  )bftde  appear^  iflufeb  I  thkfk  v^  danbtfel,' 
»^  be  lidded  etbert  that  I  asm  difittreaeed  to  be  obliged  to  tftfe 
notice  of;  the  Tax  not  bavinig  been  «(&|ea0ed  till  afltw  tbe  (MvuioA  «£ 
Ab  Gobafy;  tb«  antharit^  of  the  GoiniiusaiotteTa  of  W^eatnaoreland 
^hen  becaone  justly  queationabtei  and  tjlie  total  wan^  of  Comnuaaio^ 
era  in  this  County  to  levy  a  Tax  of  any  kind,  either  for  .tha  Steia^ 
or  to  answer  the  exigencies  of  the  County,  and  the  oonaeqnent  mo- 
bility of  the  Trustees  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  them  by  the 
LegisUtilM^  tnay  att  be  attbjoe^*  Of  oonstderation^l^  ta^  iMf  .  For, 
from  an  anhappy  misconception  of  the  law  for  dividing  Weatmoir»» 
lan<^  this  County  has  not  att  Officer  of  any  kind,  Except  aneh  aa 
were  created  or  continued  by  the  Act,  or  appointed  by  Gonnplp 
Denied  a  separate  election  of  &  member  in  Council  and  repreaentafive 
fn  Assembly  till  the  general  election  of  the  present  year,  they  tin- 
fortunately  concluded  that  this  inability  extendted  to  all  tfafc  otber 
elective  officers  of  the  County,  and  in  consetfuenee  of  tbitf  belie:^ 
voted  for  them  in  conjunction  with  Westmotenind.  The  remedy  of 
this  evil  I  fear  is  not  easily  pointed  out ;  but  if  there  be  a  possible 
pne  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  wisdom  of  Coi(Qcil,  to  which  I  b^  le&ve^ 
t^  I  shall  in  all  other  difficulties,  to  make  my  humble  appeal 

The  Trustees  have  appointed  next  Mondav  to  meet  on,  and  begin 
{he  partition  line  between  this  County  and  Westmoreland,  ou  uii 
conditioD,  which  Colonel  Maclean,  who  is  to  be  execY^tire  peraoa, 
bas  generously  agreed  to — to  pay  the  expence  ajb  some  future  time 
when  it  shall  be  in  their  power  to  call  upon  the  County  GoumiaROn^ 
ers  for  the  money.  And  necessity  has  suggested  to  us  the  expedl* 
ent  of  building  a  temporary  Qoal  by  Bubscription,  whidi  is  now  on 
foot. 

.  Not  knowing  the  necessity  of  an  application  td  Cottneil  fbr  Tav^en 
Licences  before  I  left  the  City,  I  am  now  obliged  to  -trouble  tbem 
with  a  request  that  they  will  fEtvor  me  with  Btme  by  the  first  con- 
venient opportunity. 

Suffer  me  now,  worthy  Sir,  to  step  for  a  moment  iVom  the  Hne  of 
my  duty.  The  honor  which.  Council  have  heretofore  done  me  by 
questioning  me  on  the  aubject  of  Indian  Afhfrs^  will,  I  hope,  acqaii 
me  of  the  charge  of  presumption,  if,  from  an  opinion  of  their  confi* 
deuce  in  my  information,  I  venture  to  intenadddle  without  tbeit 
commands,  and  give  them  such  information. as  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  from  the  accounts  at  others  since  I  left  the  Canadian 
Country. 

Early  in  the  fall,  Sir  John  tTohnsop  tussembled  the  different  west- 
ern tribes  at  Sandusky,  and  having  prepared  them  with  presentSp 
distributed  with  lavish  proftision,  addressed  th&m  in  n  Speech  to  this 
purport : 

That  the  King,  his  and  their  common  fether,  bad  made  peace  wit& 
the  Americans,  and  had  eiven  them  the  country  they  possessed  oil 
this  continent ;  but  that  the  report  of  his  having  given  them  any 
part  of  the  Indians'  lands  vtuMm^jasd  fabricated  by  the  Ameii* 


TtmarLrAMU^  i^a@ai?s»  im;       ess 

tluMt  tiey  should  tberefbre  «htit  theiiar  eftn  agftinst  it.  S<^  ikf  thc^ 
<N>ifMfy  wts  irtfe,  thui  Hie  grentriv^  Ohio  was  to  tw  th*  Iloe  be^^ 
tween  Uie  Indians  in  this  quarter  and  the  Amerioifne;  oter  whiohi 
the  tetter  ought  fl<il  td  paseand  retam  in  safety.  Thaty  homVer, 
de  the  war  between  firitalo  and  Aiierica  Was  now  ai  anend^  and  ae 
the  Iffdifmshad  eiigftg^  in  it  ftoitk  dxeftr  Mtaofameht  to  the  etowflt' 
JmA  not  .ftom  an^^  <{uanrt  ^  th^if  own,  he  WonU^  as  wae'  ntnal  atr 
the  end  of  a  war,  take  the  Tomahawlt  4mi  Of  Idiek  hand  ^  thotigh  her 
would  not  remove  it  qiaf  of  mgbt  or  hg-tfotk  tbaim  bitt^^  U^  i4  tfown 
oarefiilly  by  their  side,  that  they  nu^bt  hftreit  conyenient  to  use  in 
defenoe  of  their  rights  and  property  if  they  were  invaded  or  molested 
by  the  Amerieans. 

I  shall  not  presume  to  trouble  your  Exoellenoy  with  any  remarks 
oil  Ifte  probable  ten^denoy  of  an  intimation  so  manifestly  correspon- 
dent with  the  sentiments,  wishes  and  interest  of  these  savage  tribes, 
already  alarmed  with  the  frequent  attempts  which  have  been  made 
to  enetOBoh  iTponr  tbMn ;  but  be^  leAve  to  have  the  hon^  6f  4eolar« 
ing,  that  I  am,  with  all  imaginable  respect,  your  Excellency's 

very  humble  and 
.    ,  most  obedient  Seryai^t,  . 

[  EPfiKAIM  DOUdLASS.  ^ 

His  Ezcellencyj  JQh^  Bictdnso^,  Bsquire.  .i 


F^brulurj  6th,  in  continuance. 

Want  of  on  ekrlibir  eoih^eyanoe,  gives  me  the  opportunity  of  en- 
closing  to  Coubcfl'  the  return  of  an  election  held  here  this  day  for 
Justices  of  the  peaOle  &r  this  town  and  township ;  and  I  trust  the 
importance  of  the  choice  of  officers  to  the  county  will  ezouae  ma  to 
that  honorable  body  for  ofiering  my  remarks  6n  this  ocOaeion. 

Colonel  ^laclean,  though  not  the  first  on  the  return,  needs  no 
character  from  me, — he  nas  the  honor  to  be  known  to  'OounbiL 
James  Finley  is  a  man  of  a  good*under0tending,  good  character,  and 
well  situate  to  accommodute  that  part  of  the  township  most  remote 
from  the  town.  Henry  Boeson  is  the  proprietor  of  the  town ;  a  man 
of  much  mededty,  good  sense  and  ^eal  benevokmee  6f  bearty^  and 
one  whose  liberality  of  property  for  public  uses  justly  entitles  him 
to  partienlar  attention  from  the  county,  howevto  fax  it  may  be  a 
consideration  with  Couacil.  Jonathan  Rowland  is  also  a  good  man, 
with. a  good  share  of  understanding,  and  a  better  English  education 
than  either  of  the  two  last  mentioned ;  but  unfortunately  of  a  pror 
fe^sioQ  rather  too  much  opposed  to  the  suppression  of  vice  and  im; 
jQiorality  -,  he  ^ps  a  tavern  in  the  town.  John  Gaddis  is  a  maj 
whom  I  do  not  personally  know ;  one  who  has  at  a  former  election 
in  the  then  township  of  Manallin,  been  returned  to  Council,  but 
never  commissioned,  from  what  leasofi  I^know  not}  his  popularitv 


066^       tmafsniVMOA  mmifxt  vm. 

w  wiib  ihoife  ^bo  Imv^  be^n  mM  oolulpieamlB  for  iimr  < 
to  the  1ft w8  of  tikis  Commonwealth.  Mosee  Soittoii  is  ranwrkalile  ibr 
nothing  but  aspiring  obeouritj,  and  great  fteility  at  ebaati^g  a 
psalm  or  stammering  a  prayer. 

Duty  thus  far  direots  me  to  giTe  Cooncil  an  impartial  deecriptieft 
of  the  men  who  are  to  be  the  fbtme  offioers  of  this  Gonntj,  Imt  both 
inij  and  respect  forbid  mr  saying  more,  or  presuming  to  ezpieas  a 
Irish  of  my  irvm;  for  I  have  no  predUectioii  for  Mie^  or  penooil 
pcejadiee  i^nst  either  of  them. 

I  hate  the  honor  to  be,  most  respeotfblhf, 
!  your  Excellency's, 

Tery  humble  and 

most  obedient  servant^ 

EPHRAIM  DOn&LAga 


Dblmazxs  in  GoiraESBS  to  Pus.  Dkounson,  1784. 

Annapolis^  7th  March,  1784. 
Sir, 

For  the  information  of  your  Ezcelly.  and  the  Honorable  ih» 
Council,  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  encloeed  extracts  taken 
£rom  a  letter  reo'd  this  day  from  Doctor  fVanklin* 
With  perfect  respect  we  have 

the  honor  to  be  your  Ezoeirys 

most  obedt.  and  most  H'ble  Serv'ts, 
THO.  MIFFLIN, 
JOHN  MONTQOMBRY, 
EDW'D  HAND. 

Juo.  Jay,  Esqr.,  was  this  day  Elected  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs.* 

JHrededf 
Rib  Ezc'y  John  Dickinson,  Esqr. 

ExTRAOT  07  ▲  Letter  from  Dootoe  Fbanklint,  1784. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  Franklin,  dated  Passy, 
March  9th,  1784.  [?] 

"I  rec'd  a  few  days  since  a  letter  from  Annapolis,  dated  Jan'y 
'^  5tb,  acquainting  the  Commissioners  with  the  Causes  of  delay  in 
''  seDdinff  the  Batification  of  the  Definitive  Treaty.  The  term  was 
'^  expired  before  that  letter  came  to  hand,  but  I  hope  no  difficulty 
''  will  arise  from  a  failuro  in  a  point  not  essential,  &  which  was 

*  See  page  401-2. 


mmassNujsiA  AiemwHi  vntL        sa. 

<^.h^9ukm»i  V  ftbolMiUr.    I  ImiA  JQitseMM  fibm  Mr.  HMl^ 
4^«  ieMr OB  the  BVil9^t)  of  wbxok  I  eaolose  a  copy. 
,  ^  I  faivo  eanhMUged  »tifi»iionB  with  the  Ambassador  of  Bwoden, 
*t  ft  enoloao  a  copy  <tf  that  I  reo'd  from  hioi.'' 

!E!xtract  of  a  letter  from  David  Hartley,  Esqr.,  dated  London, 

March  2d,  1784. 

.  ,      '        .        'f 

'<  Will  yon  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  the  enclosed  to  l^r.  <ray| 
<f  I  am  sorry  that  we  are  ^ing  to  I^sq  him  from  thi«i  side  of  the 
''  Atlai^tio.  If  your  American  lUtification  should  arrive  speedilj^,^ 
*^  I  might  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  again  before  hiti 
<' departure.  As  soon  as  ihear  from  you. of  the  arrival  of  your 
<<  Batifioation  I  will  immediately  apply  for  the  dispatch  of  ^he 
<«  British  Batification.'^ 


Faogixbinqs  ov  Gsnekal  Asskmblt*— WtouinQi  1T84.* 

'  8  Dec.,  1783. '* 

A  petition  and  remonstrance  from  divers  inhabitants  of  Wyoming 

was  read,  oompUining  of  certain  ille^  moceedings  had  againn 

them  by  Alexander  Patterson,  Esquire,  and  others. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  '  ^    '       \ 

9th  Dec.',  '88. 
The  petition  of  div9n  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  read  yesterday) 

was  read  the  second  time ;  whexenpon    .  .        .  ^ 

This  Com.  report  on  the  19th  March. 

Beaolvedf  That  the  members  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  bir  a 
majority  of  them,  be  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  charges  con- 
tained m  a  petition  frpm  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming, 
m  the  county  of  Northumberland,  anid  report  to  this  House  at  tn^ir 
pext  meeting,  and  that  ^e  said  petition,  and  other  papers  aooqmpM^ jr 
^g}^  be  put  into  their  hands. 

March  dlsfc,  1784«  . 

The  report  of'  the  oommitteej  read  March  19,  on  the  petition  dt 
divf rs  inhabitantp  of  Wyoming,  was  r^  the  second  time  as  follows, 
w.  ....... 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  committal^ 
on  the  charns  contained  in  the  potion  from  divers  infaabitanlf  <k 
Wyoming^  Uie  letter  from  Alexander  Patterson,  Ssqnire,  and  in^ 
petitions  from  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  beg  leave  to  report-^ 

That  after  ezamhiing  the  different  depositions  accompanying  the 

tepovt  of  the  eo^imittee  on  the  charges  contained  in  Ihe  petition 

from  the  jnUabitaDti  of  Wyoming)  they  do  net  ind  Arat  the  bkhm 

'  oontain  any  matter  of  oomphiint,  but  such  as^  if  true,  the  laW»  ^ 

*  See  pages  651-2,  574,  6. ' 


S»  VBBSaXUTASIiJL  IBUHmB  ITSfc; 

1^ B&ifte afeffiiify kAmnt to Toinn; and  Oil tiMpfoveam appfi- 
cation  to  this  Hooae  was  nnnecessary  and  improper, «  greater  par# 
9f  die  irFegnkrititsa  alledged  agaiDat  Alexander  PalteflMB^.£M|iiirey 
appear  to  nave  been  done  bj  people  in  hia  name^  but  Wfk  Ofder.  fir 
warrant  appears  (o  have  been  given  bj  him  for  any  such  acta. 

31st  March,  1784: 
Tour  oommittee  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  to  the 

House: 
Segofved,  That  the  petition  from  divers  inhabftants  of  Vfyaming^ 

j^resented  to  this  House  on  the  8tih  day  of  December  last,  be  dia- 

missed^  and  that  the  parties  bo  referred  to  common  law  for  redress 

of  any  fi^uries  they  may  have  sustained. 

It  was  about  this  point  of  time  y*  Council  were  informed  of  tha 

overflowiDg  of  the  Susauehannah,  by  w^  the  Connecticut  Claimants 

suffered  much — what  their  (CbunciTs)  disposition  was  will  appear 

by  the  fdllgiwiBg  message. 

A  Meaaage  from  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Oouscil 
to  the  General  Assembly. 

gentlemen, 

The  late  inundation  having  reduced  many  of  the  inhabitants  at 
Wyoming  to  great  distress,  we  should  be  glad  if  your  honorable 
Hoase  would  be  pleased  to  make  some  immediate  provision  for  their 
relief. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia,  March  31,  1784. 

^  .prdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

21  Jan'y,  p.  84. 
'  A  petition  from  Samuel  Shepherd,  and  others,  inhabitants  of 
Wyoming,  was  read,  stating  their  distressed  situation,  and  praying 
tbit  a  tract  of  land  may  be  allotted  them  on  reasonable  terms  ia 
any  of  the  unappropriated  territory  of  this  Sta.te,  in  lien  of  that 
whieh  haA  been  a^udged  to  belong  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
t»f  (be  deoreo  of  the  Court  hrtefj  lioScon  i^  Treatcm. 

<  '  28  Jan*y,  page  94. 

The  petition  of  divers  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  read  January  2T, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

>  Orders,  That  it  be  refeited  to  Mr.  Hush,  Bfr.  M*Ciean,  lft> 
Wilttto,  Hr.  R.  Brown  and  Mr.  Maclay,  to  report  thereon. 

29  Jan*y,  p.  lOS* 
,   The  committee  appointed  Jamary  22,  on  Mi#  petition  of  divm 
iaittbitaDts  q€  Wyoming,  made  ^p(^,  whioh  waa  read  for  the  firsl 
time,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.* 

.\ 

*  See  the  action  in  rel^ience  to  this,  on  page  661. 


BamtamMSLiL  icBCBWDB  inc;        sm 

'      '         .  29tli  J«'y,  1784.    ] 

\  11»  iMMftlttM^  l«r  wlkMti  !&•  in««iag^»  of  tlto  19tll  and  -^l^t 
imtetil  #en  Mfirrad,  uiide  l«p>rt  in  p»rt,  whidi  was  read,  and  (yd 
iMli<m,  and  by  ipaeial  order,  the  avino  was  read  the  aeeond  t!me^' 
iabktod  ly  pavagiifilia,  aiid  la  |wri  adopted,  aa  folloira,  vhi. 
(  kl.  Tliaa  il  af^Mara  the  govenmenl  of  our  slater  State  of  Con- 
Metiovt  have  not  duly  inforaied  theffisehrea  of  the  resohitiKma  and 
acts -of  tUa  eoaMBoAwealth  reapeotivg  tiie  aeltlera  atWyotting] 
irhereapao 

i  J2«to/Mif,Vhaitk  be  veeonitMndedloUie  President  or  Vice  Prea]--* 
Aent  m  Goaneil,  to  iyinrish  the  Oovenor  and  Asseaably  of  the  ^ttfto 
a€  OoBneetieat  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  and  AssenMy 
of  this  eommonweillll  respecting  the  setters  at  Wyoming,  sinee  tfa6 
judgment  at  Trentov. 

'  2d.  On  tiie  petition,  remonstranee  and  address  of  Zebnlon  Bntler/ 
and  others,  to  the  Honerabk  thfe  Oongress  of  the  United  8tate8| 
aaaanUed  arid  sitting  at  PMneelon,  in  the  State  of  New  Jeney^ 
iatad  November  11, 1T88,  yoni^  committee  would  obserre,  that  it 
aontaiaa  repveaentations  dilferent  fk«m  i^hkt  appears  on  the  filds  of 
Mria  Hooae  from  some  of  ^anbeeribein.  and  oilier  matters,  neithet 
founded  in  fact,  supported  by  jnstioe,  er  by  the  spirit  of  the  confede^ 
irntion,  oo  wiiich  yowreommMtee  offer  the  following  reaolntion  r 

Baohtd,  That  the  absolute  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  soil  and 
knida  at  Wyoming,  claimed  by  Zebnlon  Bntler,  and  others,  as  well 
aa  the  riglit  of  jurisdiotioo,  is  Tested  in  this  commonweaM,  and 
that  a  committee  •  be  i^ppointed  to  draft  instmetions  to  our  Delegated 
in  Congress  on  those  headB,  setiting  Ibrth  also,  in  the  said  insttiic- 
tiobs,  the  bwmane  prooeedings  and  ccmduct  of  ti^  State  in  protecting, 
and  ivaohring  to  grant  lands  to  the  aetoal  settlers  on  the  lands  afore^ 
said,  at  the  time  judgment  was  pyem  respecting  the  didms  €i  Caa-» 
aeotiont 

Opd»edi  That  Mr.  Parr,  Mr.  Woods  and  Mr.  Maclay,  be  a  com^ 
mittee,  fbr  the  parpooes  oontained  in  the  foregoing  reifohition. 


Bebolutions  ov  Gxuxj^MP  AssxmblTi  1784. 

The  further  report  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  messages 
of  January  19  and  22  last,  was  in  part  read  the  second  iime ; 
wberenpon,' 

Besolvedj  1st,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  State  be  iniitiiieted  to  apply 
immediately  to  Congress  for  an  explanation  of  th^eir  act  of  the  23d 
of  last  month,  it  appearing  to  be  uncertain,  whethet*  the  fourth 
Monday  in  Juno  next  is  fixed  for  the  purpose  of  appointiQg  Com* 
missioners,  or  Judges,  to  constitute  a  court  for  hearing  and  deter- 
mining th9  matter  in  question;  or  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  how 


ht  the  same  is^  bj  the  ninih  article  of  the  eonfedermiaon,  BabaaUei 
to  the  iktenMimtion'of  such  court. 

^.  That  ]£  CoBgiw,  by  die  paid  aoty  Ma«*  tka  •lyaMtBMt  cf 
Gommbsionarai  or  Jodgeay  next  Jmie^ then Ihoaaid IteUgaAea  wmm^ 
for  a  rfconaideratioQ  of  the  wd  act,  aod  i^reeepi  to  CoogieaB,  tfcaft 
the  Agents  for  the  State  of  ConimUc«t  dkl,.«paii  the  laM  Irial  9k 
Tr^Qton,  aogceat  to  the  court  .tbere>  that  <<  the  teniiBts  m  ] 


^  of  the  liinda  in  controveciy^  #04  pMHaanlarly  the  aoatpamB  «f 
<<  Dekwaif  and  SaaqiaehaDiia^  wero  ]#npro¥iB|  and  hoMing  laijs* 
^<  tracts  of  land,  under  title  from  the  State  of  Conneotifttt ;"  aM 
thai  by  tba  aaid  article  iof  ooafeden^tieOf  a  ooait  &  te  be  ealaUiahed 
ioK  the  trial  of  the  private  right  of  aoil  oaly^  wfaeae  it  ia  niaiiawi 
umder  different  grants  o(  tuo  or  more  Statilai  or  ao  tkmt  Kabuka 
Butler  ^wd  the  othver  claHMnts  cannot  be  entitled  to  audi  a  «mii, 
unless  they  come  within  the  description  aforesaid,  which  it  is  nnpra* 
headed  they  da  not ;  that  if  Conipresa  shovld  oooBetit  to  eataUish 
conrta  at  the  inatanoa  of  pecaona  not  <fliat  ptoting  theaiaalTaa  to  ba 
iiMdifdfifd  in  ihf  deaaription  nfocaaaid^  th0  oitiaena  of  tUa  State  nay 
j^  hairaaa^  by  a  mnltiteide  of  prateQde4  KslaiftiS}  at  tba  auk  oi 
^venlurers  ^  ii^yaders  of.  the  Stfttei  and  in  tbc  pmanft  inataaoe  mk 
the  aujjt  of  peraonat  who  have  aettJed  in  dBfianoa-i^  the  ceadnlion  «f 
Conness  of  the  23d  Daoemb^,  1775. 

SL  Thaib  if  Coagrets  ahatl  reaolye  that  the  a^tter  in  question  ia 
\j  the  said  article  ot  the  oonibdenitipn  aubnatted  to  the  dataiuina- 
^ont  of  e^oh  a  oourti  th^Q  the  aaid  ^De|^pataft  iaaiai  thai  2eb«le« 
^tttlei^  and th^other  olaiqiimtSy  b^ required  imviediately  to eadiifail 
U^  Con^f sSi.  scbedttle^.particularisiiilg  thw  e)a«nl. 
.   And  iu  debating  the  folUvfing  pwigritpby  tia. 

4th.  Tha^  imQ  A|^nite  be  appointed  by  the  Suptfoaa  ExBcntiro 
Council,  for  j^wtpaging,  under  their  direction,  the  oontrof^ray  coa* 
ceming  claims  of  private  right  of  soil  in  the  territory  heretoibra  in 
dispute  between  this  State  and  Connecticut,  the  jurisdiction  and 
preemption  of  which  tdie  Court  of  0ommi8$ioa«r8  at  Trenton,  on 
the  30th  day  of  December^  17S2,  did  judge  of  light  to  belong  te 
this  state, — 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  called  by  Mr.  Carothers  and  Mr.  Cole- 
mau;  and  are  as  follows,  via. 

TEAS. 

1  John  Steinmets,  10  John  Chirk. 

2  Thomas  Shields,  II  Richard  Rue^ 

o  Sharp  Delany,  12  David  Thomas, 

^  1  X        is  18  Svan  £vaDa.  • 

Bjtomoir,  UJohnHainui, 

0  Henry  Hill,  15  Joseph  Parke, 

«  Samuel  Ashmead,  16  Richard  Willing, 

'       S  Jacob  Rush,  17  Edward  Jones, 

^  Thomaa  Long,  18  Abraham  Scott, 


20  Joaeph  Wor]c>  80  fia?id  WOwm^j, 

21  Adftpa  H«Ue7,  SI  Jumi^Joliiifttott^ 

22  WilliMn  P»rr,  82  JiMktb  Btrbiid, 
.      23  BoUrt  Ckklemim,  88  B(»beri  Br^wB, 
<      24  Mine*  M^Qqah,  84  Oeorgo  Wooda, 

26  John  Hay,                            ;   86  Bobari  Olngm^^ 
.26  Bob«iPt  MThenon,  87  WilHmn  M^j, 

27  Joseph  Magoffin,  88  MaUhow  Rilohie, 
I      28  Oenrj  MiUeir, 

NATS. 

1  William  Brown,  9  Robert  WhiUUUi  • 

2  Jamee  Meroer,  10  Nioholaa  Lota, 

3  John  Qraigy  11  Ohrialian  Lower, 

4  Adam  Or£,  12  Abraham  Liaiool]^ 

5  Waiiam  Brown  (Carliale)  18  Johtt  Bice, 

6  Frederick  Watts,  14  ThojovM  Morion, 

7  John  Oarothers,  15  Bichard  Wallace, 

8  Abraham  Smith,  16  John  Stephenson. 

So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,'  and  the  paragraph  agreed  to. 

5th.  That  the  smd  Agents  be  iostnicted  to  prepare  I'heaifeelyes 
for.hnaiitaiaing  tfa«  right  of  soil  within  the  territory  aforesaid  to  be 
Tested  in  Pennsylvania,  and  persons  claiming  under  Pennajrlyafiia ; 
fiir  jostilying  the  oondoct  of  this  Slate  itQm  the  ebar^^  oonftaindi 
in  the  act  of  the  Gkneral  Assembly  of  the  Grovernor  and^G.omiMfli|f 
of  t^e  Stat^  of  Cannectiout,  of  the  second  Tlmrsdi^  of  October  livit; 
and  for  opposing  the  attempt  of  the  saia  State  ^to  obtain  a  xeviaiiCi^ 
of  the  cause  lately  determined  at  Trenton. 

.   /iiitforaMi'-i-Beaokitions  and  proceedings  of  General  Assembly  re^ 
^Mting  the  Wyoming  lands,  Deo.,  Jan'y  and  Feb'y,  1788  &  1784.^ 


BttOftunoN  09  TEB  i9SH  €0irQAB88,  1784b 

By  the  United  StAtes  in  Coogreas  Aaacmbledi  ^ 

March  l&ti,  1784. 

On  the  report  o(  a  Commtttee  to  whom  wore  referred  the  fourw 
and  £ftb  of  the  iustrunjtioua  of  the  15tb  of  October,  1783,  to  the 
Commisaionerd  for  negociatiDg  wilh  the  Indiansi  Besolved^  That 
the  said  foarth  and  fifth  articles  of  tkc  instructions  of  the  15th  of 
October^  1783,  to  the  Co nimissi oners  for  nc^oclating  with  the 
ladiaas  he  and  they  &re  heraby  repealed,  aiid  m  lieu  thereof  the 
foil  owing  be  ^nbatituted. 

4thly,  That  a  Meridian  line  passing  through  the  lownst  point  of 

*  Xbey  are^<hlsfM  Pfrtioo*  of  the  printed  Journals  brought  together  in 
one  Tiew. 


«i  MDf  NSIXFiHUL  icS0iIV1»  HtHl 

the  npids  of  OMo'io  the  nd^lhern  boandai7'<<»f  theae  tTtited  1 
shall  hd  preyened  am  the  Ihie  of  DiviBion  between  the  several  Indiaa 
tribes,  an4  theee  Statm;  so  that  all  the  lands  eOtDprebeaded 
between  the  Md  BonndaM^  on  the  north,  the  Ohio  <m  the  Seath, 
the  said  Metidki]^  ob  the  west,  and  PensylTlinia  on  the  East,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  the  iribes  having  title  thereto  may  be  inidaeed  to 
pert  with'diaU  be  ceded  to  the  United  States,  end  pod^ession  thereof 
or  of  anj  parts  tfaeieof  be  given  to  the  Uifited  States,  M  soefa  times 
as  may  be  agroed  npon  in  the  treaty. 

5th]y,  The  said  Commissioners  are  inatmcted  iaiiWf.as  tbey  ehall 
find  it  convenient  to  treat  with  the  several  nations  at  different  times 
and  places ;  and  where  necessity  shall  oblige  them  to  bring  two  or 
more  nations  together  Thlit  they  still  keep  their  treaties  and 
conferences  as  distinct  as  may  be;  that  they  conntenanee  every 
disposition  in  atty  one  of  lh«  Six  nations,  to  treat  and  aet  separately 
and  ind^ndantiy ;  and  that  in  general  they  discourage  every  coali- 
tion k  oonsnltation  which  might  tend  to  involve  any  one  nation  in 
the  wars  of  the  otheis. 


Resolotioh  ot  Conquest  1784. 

t^       BjAe  United  States  in  Oongress  ass^nAM. 

Maidi  28, 1784. 
:   On  the  report  of  the  committee  of  qnalifications,  consistmg  of 
If  v.  (German,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Beatly,  Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  WB'' 


•  Whereas  by  the  fifth  of  the  articles  of  confederation  and  per- 
(letnal  nnion  of  the  United  States,  it  is  agreed,  ''That  for  the  more 
convenient  management  of  the  general  interest  of  the  United  States, 
delegates  shall  m  annnallv  appointed  in  snob  manner  as  the  Iqiis- 
kttare  pf  each  state  ahiJl  direit^  to  meet  in  Congress  on  tfie  feat 
Monday  in  November,  in  every  year,  with  a  power  reserved  to  ea<A 
state,  to  recal  its  delegates,  or  any  of  them,  at  any  time  within  the 
year,  and  to  aebd  othsn  in  .theilr  alttd,  for  the  Mmainder  of  the 
ye*'-" 

Bese^ved^  That  ifae  several  states  be  requested  annually  to  ap- 
point their  delegates  to  serve  in  Congress  for  one  year,  to  com- 
Hienoe  on  the  first  Monday  in  November  next  ensuing  the  time  of 
their  appointment;  and  when  vacancies  shall  happen,  by  the  re- 
jnoVal  or  resignation  of  any  of  the  said  delegates  within  the  year, 
aucfa  states  be  requested  to  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  to  servQ 
only  for  the  remainder  of  the  year;  and  to  furnish,  their  delegates 
ik)  appointed  with  commiteions,  or  other  credentials,  under  the  sea) 
jof  the  statCj  particularly  specifying  the  time  for  which  they  ar6 
appointed. 

'  OHA.  THOMSON,  8ec> 


GairmH  Owicn  to  Councilt-Statk  Housb  ClocKj  .1784,   J 

Qentlemen, 

\  Mr«  IVimble  inform'd  me  tb»t  you  Had  oo]|ola4^  that  mj  eo^^lojh 
ment  should  cease  in  taking  care  of  the  Clock,  th«  reasons  were.thsj^ 
A^  bad  atopfc  sundry  times  &  bad  not  kept  tbe  true  time-r-tba  reafl<fns 
why  she  8lU>pt  I  shall  point  out — the  first  tivf)  sbe  was  s^ipt  twa 
days  while  I  was  cleaning  of  her,  the  sqcond  time  (be  frost  birf4^% 
ikbi  arbo4r  that  sw^igs  tbe  bammer,  the  third  time  waa  0190a- 
aion'd  by  the  br(9aking  of  the  old  lines  &  the  new  ones  being  wi^ 
vderably  thicker  took  me  some  time  in  freeing  them,  The.seyeritj^ 
of  the  weather  I  believe  stopt  her  once  &  it  was  the  occasion  of  bsfi 
going  irregular  the  sudden  changes  of  the  weather  is  all  the  way 
that  it  can  be  accounted  for,,  those  accidents  happening  in  the  most 
'  severe  part,  &  I  being  obliged  to  work  in  the  Clock  room  delay'd 

*  me  longer  than  I  should  have  been  had.  it  been  otherwise ;  the 
I  Clock  is  now  in  good  order  k  keeps  good  time,  &  is  I  think  effectually 

guaidied  against  the  like  accidents  for  the  future.  If  you  will  be 
pldased  to  continue  me  to  take  care  of  her  &  she  should  not  perform 
to  yours  and  the  publicks  satisfaction  I  will  give  up  my  charge,  i^t 
any  time  without  demanding  any  thing  for  my  future  trouble.  ' 
With  the  most  perfect  respoot 

I  remain  Gentlemen  your 
I  -  most  humble  Servent, 

r  .  GRIFFITH  OWEN*. 

i  Vtrected, 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  &  Council.  /c^ 

J  Marcb  25, 1784.  ^     ^^ 

f  

I  *      DELEGATES  IN  CoNGRESS  TO  Pr«8.   DiCKINSON,    1784. 

*  Anatolia,  ^  April,  1784. 
[               «r, 

-  .There  being  no  doubt  tbab  Congress  by  their  resolution  ol  the 
SU  <tf  January  hgit  meant  that  Commissionfirs  or  Judges  skouild  be 
I  4p|V>intad  ia  .June  «iiext,  to  hear  and  datermine  the  claim  of  tb^ 

I  Connecticut  Settlers  at  Wyoming  to  the  private  right  of  .Soil;  it 

I  ])nly  vetnaitK  for  ua  to  m6ve  for  a  reK^otiaideration  of  thlit  aot ;  in 

\  AMwplianee  with  the  resolutiona  of  the  Hotioiable  tlie  Gtenaral 

i  Assembly  of  tb^  14tk  of  February  last.t    In  order  that  at  the  sama 

i  ^me.we  do  this  we  may  be  able  to  shew  in  the  dearest  ligh*,  th* 

i  Jiumane  and  geaerooa  iatentions  of  that  H«noraUe  Body  towards 

I  Iboae  People.  We  request  your  Ezoellenc^  may  be  pleased  to  trama- 

^  ♦Bee  Ool.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  56.  ' 

i  .taMpa9Mil04,aM, 


mt        mmismNAjaiL  iatcanwiK  nan 

mit.to  08  bj  the  next  Post  a  copy  of  the  lepohtioii  of  the  HoBon- 
bier  thd  Oetienl  Assemblj  of  tlie  2d  of  September  last^  relatiTe  to 
this  Subject  Sr  inform  us  of  the  oanse  or  oaoMe  which  gare  rise  to 
it,  we  ako  wish  for  an  exact  copy  of  the  petition  or  application  of 
the  persons  to  whom  grants  of  Ijand  were  made  by  the  resolation  of 
tJhe  30th  of  Jannary  kst. 

Ind^ssd  WB  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  alterations  made 
in  the  hkstmcCions  of  Congress  to  the  Commis8iona»fot  negotialiag 
with  the  Indians. 

*  We  think  it  necessary  to  make  yonr  Ezceiry  aeqteinted  thai  Mr. 
Bfontgomery  has  this  day  left  ns,  so  that  shonki  sickness  or  acddeot 
prSTent  either  of  ns  fWMn  attending  in  Oongress  the  State  would  be 
Unrepresented. 

With  due  respect 

we  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  JBzoell'ys  most  obed'i 

&  very  homble  Serr'ts, 

THO.  MIFFLIN, 
fiDW'D  HAND. 
Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  £sqr« 

P.  S.  Congress  is  now  composed  of  Eleren  States,  we  hare  been 
obliged  to  postpone  to  this  time  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  aet  of 
28d  Jan'y,  as  those  States  upon  whose  assistance  we  piincipally 
relied  were  not  represented. 


Sir. 


Ephbaim  Douglass  to  Prxs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Hannastown,  10th  April,  1784. 

!By*Mr;  Wood  one  of  the  Gentlemen  attomies  who  attend  onr 
back  courts  and  who  is  going  immediately  to  Carlisle,  I  do  myself 
4ke  honor  to  endose  id  Council  the  Retmm  of  an  ekctieb  held  for 
Justisei  of  the  Peaee  ill  the  Township  of  Loaetneiand  have  obtoiDed 
Um  promise  to  forward  it  to^  yoor  Extellendy  by  the  fint  «aia  mm- 
veyanee. 

From  tiie  Betnm  of  the  Townships  and  Justioes  of  ^Ihe  P^vee  I 
had  the  heoor  to  make  to  Couacil  in  February  huit  they  will  psr- 
odve  that  several  of  the  Townships  are  destitute  iat  ptesoit  d  saoh 
oAcer,  and  from  the  knowledge  Gouneil  have  of  the  duties  of  the 
CommiBsions  of  the  few  we  have^  I  think  it  uanecessary  to  snmst 
4he  reasons  for  Commisffioning  the  new  eleoted  ones  before  Jna# 
Court  to  enable  us  to  hold  onr  'Sessioqs  and  Orphans  oourt 

As  I  have  notLiog'  of  maltei4  sonsequettoe  to  communicate,  I 


shidl  0BI7  ^S  '^  foKUier  indolfeaee  of  your  BzeelleiKrf  and. 
Council  for  adding  that  I  have  the  honor  to  rest  znost  respectfully, 
yonr  very  humble^  ^ 

and  devoted  Seryant, 

EPHRAIM  DOUGLASS. 
Directed 

His  Exoellencyi  John  Dickinson  Esqoire. 


John  D6VNAIJM011  xo  Pees.  Diokimoit/ 1784. 

Waidens  Office,  April  20,  1784. 
Gkntlemen, 

In  porsnanoe  of  yo«r  reauest  dated  the  16th:  Inst,  we  haveadTcr- 
liied  for  persons  to  bring  tneir  proposals  for  remoying  the  Cheyanx 
de  fria*  to  this  Board.  The  inclosed  being  the  only  proposals  offere4 
for  our  consideration,  we  beg  leave  to  recommei^d  them  to  the  notice 
^f  the  Honbl.  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Council. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

JOHN  DONNALDSON. 
Dtrectedf 

.  His  Excellency  the  president  &  The  Honble.  Supreme  Executive 
Council  State  Pennsylvania, 


Petition  of  Captors  of  Joseph  Doane,  1784. 

To  the  Honorable  his  Excellency  the  president  and  other  Menu 
bers  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  petition  of  the  Subscribers  Inhabitants  of  Bucks  County 
Humbly  Showetb. 

That  your  Honorabk  Board  was  pleased  to  Issue  your  Procla- 
mattun  Beuring  Dat^  BOth  June  1783,'*'  offering  a  Reward  of  one 
Huudreil  pouDda  for  Each  &  Every  of  the  persons  Convicted  of 
Hobbmg  the  Oollectora  of  public  Taxes  in  this  State — after  the  Date 
of  which  proolamatiou  your  petitioners  did  apprehend  &  Secure 
Jr>^pU  Doun  Junr.j  who  now  stands  Convicted  of  the  fore  mentioned 
Crinie, 

We  tbercifore  petkiou  that  it  might  please  your  Honors  to  grant 
us  an  order  to  the  State  Treasurer  for  obtaining  the   promised  Ee- 

♦  S€«  page,  849,  850.  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  76,  78,  79,  104, 119,  241, 
242,  601. 

Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  610. 


ihai  A  to  nofify  fo  tiiin  whafc  othel*  ^y  w^  iiay  obUM  it  iAA  yo«r 
pelitioners  its  in  Datj  Botmd  shall  ever  pray. 

We  do  order  and  appoint  Col. 
Robert  Robinsoii,  Amos  Thomas 
&  JTMi^  Petguaon  tq  Receive  & 
Devide  to  each  person  their 
Equal  Share  of  Sd.  Reward. 

April  20th,  1784,  Bucks  County 


ROBERT*  ROBINSON,  CoL 
of  Sd  Btttallion  of  Bucks  County, 
AMOS  THOMAS, 
J08IAS  FERGUSON. 


J      :  ,  Bjfihh.  JJioSM  StHiM  i&  Congress  assembled, 

April  26, 1784. 
*  A  Motion  "^QA  taade  by  Mr.  Howell,  seconded  by  Mr.  (Jerry, 
j*  That  (he  President  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  direeCed 
to  adioutn  Congress  on  the  third  day  of  June  next,  to  meet  on  the 
thirtieth  df  October  next  at  TVenton,  for  the  dispatch  of  pnblie  boa- 
ness,  and  that  a  Committee  of  the  States  shal!  be  appointed  to  sit 
in  the  recess  of  Congress.. 

^  Motion  wft9  m^e  Vy  Mr.  McHenry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Spaighi, 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing  motion  in  c^er  to 
take  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  Committee  consisting  of  Mr. 
^^efierson,  Mf .  Osgodd,  and  Mr.  Sherman,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
report  on  the  powers  with  which  a  Conttrittee  of  the  States  shonlj 
be  vested  during  the  recess  oCCoAgEess,  and  a  motion  on  the  same 
subject,  which  report  is  as  follows : 

That  t}ie  Gommitteo  of  the  jStates  which  diall  be  appoiiited  pur- 
suant to*  the'96h  Article  of  Confederation  and  perpetual  union,  to 
sH  wk  the  recess  of  Congress  for  transacting  the  business  of  ^e 
tTnited  State^/ghall  possess  all  the  powers  which  may  be  exercised 
by  seven  States  in  Congress  assembled,  except  those  of  sending 
^nbassadors,  minisfers,  envoys,  residents  or  consuls — establishing 
rules  for  deciding  what  captures  by  land  or  water  shall  be  legal, 
and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  land  or  naval  forces  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated — 
establishing  courts  for  the  receiving  and  determining  finally  appeals 
in  all  cases  of  capture ;  constituting  Courts  for  deciding  disputes 
and  differences  arising  between  two  or  more  States;  fixing  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  for  the  United  States ;  changing 
^he  rate  of  postage  on  the  papers  passing  through  the  post  offices 
established  by  Congress,  and  of  repealing  or  contravening  any 
Ordinance  passed  by  Congress. 
.    ih^k  nine  members  shall  be  reqnisite  to  proceed  to  business. 

That  no  question  except  for  adjourning  ^om  day  to  day  shall  he 
determined  without  the  concurrence  of  seven  votes. 

That  the  President  of  Congress,  if  a  member  of  the  said  Com 


ibfttei,  atid  if  not  a  inember,  or  if  a1>seiit  at  tor  t?We/ilteti  a  ^air- 
man to  be  chosen  by  themselYes  ahitU  preside^  the  Prendent  oi^ 
Chairman  retaiiiii^a  right  to  votoi.  • 

Thai  tfae-Steofelarjaad  other  offioers  of  GoDgreas  ahall  attend  on 
the  Baid  Gommittoe,  

Tha^  ItMj.ah^  keep  an  Jid^urate  journal  of  their  proceedings  to 
be  laid  before  Congress,  and  Uiat  in  these  Journals  shaU  be  entered 
the  yeas  fiud  nays  of  the  members  when  any  one  of  them  shall  have 
desired  it  before  the  question  be  put.  . 

On  the  questibn  to  postpone  fo¥  the  pUY^Ofefe'  l^bOV6-aientioned^  the 
yeas' and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  MoHenry — 

New  Hampshire^.,!.;,.*.. ........Mr.  Foster,*  no.  * 

Mr.  Blanchard,  no.— ^o.     > 

MassaohuaaettSi 4.... ......Mr.  &erry,  no. 

Mr.  Partridge,  no.-^no. 

Bhodclslandj ^......Mr.  £llery,  no. 

Mr.  Howellj  no.— no.  ' 
Connecticut^ Mr.  Sherman^  no. ' 

Mri  Wadaworth,  bo. — no. 
New  Yprifc^ ., , Mr.  De  Witt,  no. 

Mr.  Painci  no. — no.- 
New  Jersey,«..,..«o..../ Mr.  B^atty,  no. 

Mr.  Dick,  no. — no. 

Pennsylt^Ia,. Mr  Mifflin,  no. 

Mr.  Montgoamiyy  n6.'  . 

Mr.  Hand,  no. — ^no. 

Maryland^...,.. ...........Mr.  McHenry,  ay.  ' 

•  .    ~    -  Mr.  Stone,^  ay. 

Mr.  Chase,  ay.— ay. 

•  Virginia, Mr.  Jefferson,  ay. 

Mr.  Hardy,  ay. 
Mr.  Mercer,  ay. 
Mr.  Monroe,  ay. — ay. 

North  Carolina, Mr.  Williamson,  ay. 

Mr.  Spaight,  ay.— ay. 

;    South  Carolina, « Mr,  B^ad, 

Mr.  Bereslbrd^  ay.-*-iiy« 
80  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

•  A  Motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Williamson,  seconded  by  Mi*. 
"McHenry,  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  by  adding  thereto, 
'^  provided  a  Committee  of  the  States  shall  first  have  been  appointed 
f  0  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  the  powers  defined  with  which 
the  s£id  Commfttee  shall  be  vested  according  to  the  10th  of  t&b 
Articles  of  Coiiftderation. 


*jii 
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And  on  the  cfonation  to  i^ne  tQ  this  Mnendpieat^  Ihe  jeu  nd 
najB  being  required  by  Mr.  Williamson,— 

New  Hampshire) , Mr.  Foeter^  no* 

Mr.  Blancbard,  no. — na^ 

MassachuaettSi Mr.  Oerry^  no. 

Mr.  Pbitridge,  no.*— no. 

Rhode  Island^, , Mr.  Ellery,  no. 

Mr.  Howell,  no. — no. 
,   Conneoticutj ,.,.., .Mr.  Sherman,  no. 

Mr.  Wadswortb,  no. — no. 

New  York, ..Mr.  De  Witt,  no. 

•  Mr.  Paine,  no.— no. 
New  Jersey, Mr.  Beatty,  no. 

Mr.  Dick,  no. — no. 
Pennsylvania, Mr.  Mifflin,  no.. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  no. 

Mr.  Hand,  no. — ^no. 

Maryland, .Mr.  MoHemy,  ay. 

Mr.  Stone,  ay. 

Mr«  Cbasei  ay.*— «y. 

Virginia, Mr.  Jefferson,  ay. 

Mr«  Hardy, -ay. 

,  Mr.  Meroer,  ay. 

Mr.  Monroe,  ay*— ay. 
North  Oarolina, » Mr.  Williamson,  ay. 

Mr.  Spaight,  ay. — ^ay. 
Sonth  Carolina, .........Mr.  Read,  ay. 

Mr.  Beresford,  ay.— ay. 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  Motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  MoHenry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mer 
oer,  to  postpone  the  farther  consideration  of  the  motion  usAf 
debate,  in  oider  to  take  up  the  following : — 

That  as  soon  as  a  proper  place  shall  be  reported  by  the  Committ^ 
appointed  to  review  &  report  a  proper  pbice  for  a  foederal  town  it  <v 
near  George-town  on  the  Patowmack,  and  the  soil  and  jarisdictioa 
obtained  as  well  for  the  town  on  Patowmack  as  that  on  DelawaK) 
Congress  will  forthwith  proceed  to  erect  such  public  buildings  •> 
may  be  necessaiy  for^  their  sessions  at  the  expenoeof  the  Uoit«' 
States  out  of  the  common  treasury  thereof.  That  the  foaodalioo< 
of  the  said  buildings  shall  fie  laid  at  the  same  time,  and  no  fiua  oi 
money  appropriated  for  the  one  unless  an  equal  sum  be  <PP^ 
priated  for  the  other.. 

And  on  the  question  to  postpone  for  the  purpose  above-iD^ 
tioned,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  McHenry,*— 

New  Hampshire, Mr.. Foster,  na 

Mr.  Blanchard,  no. — ^no 
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HftasacluiseltB; Mr.  Oefry,  no. 

Mr.  Partridge,  no. — ^no. 

'^Khode  Island, Mr.  Ellerj,  no. 

Mr.  Howell,  no. — no. 

•     Gonsecticat) ,. Mr.  Sherman,  no. 

Mr.  Wadsworth,  no.^-no. 

New  York, Mr.  De  Witt,  no. 

Mr.  Paine,  no. — ^no. 

New  Jersey, .Mr.  Beatty,  no. 

Mr.  bick,  no. — no. 

Pennsylvania, Mr.  Mifflin,  no. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  no. 
Mr.  Hand,  no. — n9. 

Maryland, Mr  McHenry,  ay. 

Mr.  Stone,  ay. 
Mr.  Chase,  ay. — ay. 

Virginia, Mr.  Jefferson,  no. 

Mr.  Hardy,  ay. 
Mr.  Mereer,  ay. 
Mr.  Monroe,  no.— ^'d.     ' 

North  Carolina^ Mr.  Williamson,  no. 

Mr.  Spaight,.no.— -no. 

South  Cakt)Iina, Mr.  Read,  ay. 

Mr.  Beresford,  no.^-d'd. 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  Motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hardy^  seconded  by  Mr.  Read, 
to  pospone  the  consideration  of  the  motion  under  debate  in  order  to 
take  up  the  following : 

Whereas  the  resolation  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  provides  that 
Congitess  shall  reside  at  Trenton  and  Annapolis  alternately  at  equal 
periods  of  not  less  than  six  months  or  more  than  twelve,  until  the 
buildings  on  the  banks  of  Patowmack  and  Delaware  be  ready  for 
their  reception.  And  whereas  the  Delegates  from  Rhode  Island 
pnrsuknt  to  instructions  from  that  State,  have  moved  a  resolation 
that  Congress  adjovfrn  to  Newport  in-  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
from  irkich  it  is  evidently  the  sense  of  that  State  that  the  resolation 
^r  two  fosderal  towns  should  not  be  carried  into  effecU  And  where* 
as  it  appears  to  be  the  sense  of  a  Majority  of  the  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled  by  a  motion  from  the  State  of  Connecticut  forbid- 
Ging  the  Comihittee  appointed  to  view  the  ground  at  or  near  George 
town  to  proceed  in  that  business  until  the  further  order  of  Congress, 
and  by  a  motion  for  allowing  the  States  of  .Maryland  and  Yi^nia 
to  advanoe  pounds  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public 

buildings  at  or  near  Georgetown,  &  for  giving  them  credit  for  .the 
BtLMB  in  the  requisition  for  yeAr,  which  last  being  negatived 

amounts  to  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  aforesaid  Act,  and  as  it  will  be 


m 
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expedient  to  fix  on  a.«ili|atifii  the  most  'central  to  all  padft  ofibe 
Union  for  holding  the  seBsions  6i  Congress,  ftesolved,  That  Con- 
gress hold  their  sessions  in  Anoapolis  in  the  Stat<e  of  Marjkad 
until  they  decide  on  some  placd  for  their  permanent  residence,  and 
the  necessary  huildings  he  erected  for  their  accomodation. 

On  this  mbtion,  the  previous  question  wasmored  bj  the  State  ef 
Pennferylvairia,  seconded  by  the  State  of  Rhode  IsUwd ;  and  on  the 
question  to  agcee  to  the  previous  questiou,  the  jFoas*  a«id  naya  bdiig 
required  by  Mr.  Hardy-— 


New  Hampshire; 
Massachusetts; 
Rhode  Island;    . 
Connecticut^ 
New  York,  ^ 
NewjTaiSfiy,'    . 
PennaylTanif^  . 

Maryland; 


Virginia; 

North  Carolina, 

South  GaKolia^y       r     r 


Mr.  Poster,  • 
Mr.  BUochard. 
Mr.-  Gerry, 
Mr.  Partridge. 
Mr.  Bllery; 
Mr.  Howell.        • 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Wadsworth; 
Mr.  De  "Witt; 
Mr.  Paine. 
Mr.  Beatty, 
Mr.  Dick. 
Mr.  Mifflin, 
Mr.  Montgomery^ 
Mr;  Hand 
Mr.  McHeuiy, 
Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Jefieraoo, 
Mff.  Hardy^ 
Mr.  Mnre^r, 
Mr.  Monitoe^ 

Mr.  Williamson, 
Mr,  Spaight, 

Mr.  fteiKW 
Mr.  Bw^erfonl, 


ay 


»no 


.d'd 


So  it  was  Resolved,  in  the  affirmative,  a^d  the  motion  wasael 
aside. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  original  motion^  the  yeoa  and 
nays  being  requited  by  Mr.  Stone — 


Kew'  HampfthiTei 

Massachusetts, 


Mt.  Blancbard, 

Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Pa^tridgCi^ 
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*u 


OonnJactiouty 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsjlyania; 

MarjJaDd^ 

Vifgima^ 

North  CaroHha, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr,  BUerjr. 
Mr.  HoweU, 
Mr.  ShermaB, 
Mr.  Wadswortb, 
Mr.  m  Witt, 
Mr.  PaiDe, 
Mr.  Ikattj, 
Mr.  iHck, 
Mr.  MIWdi, 
Mr,  Montgomc 
Mr.  Ha  11 J  J 

Mr,  McTItinrjj 
Mr.  Stuiio, 

Mr«  J6&rfKNt£ 
Mr.  Hardj,     . 
Mr.  Meroer^  , 
Mr.  Monroe, 
Mr.  Williamson 
Mr.  Spaight, 
Mr.  Bead, 
Mr.  Beresford, 


So  it  was 

Resolved^  That  tlie  Presideiit  he  and  he  hereby  is,  anthorized  and 
diretited  to  adjourn  Oongres^^s  on  the  third  day  of  June  next,  to  meet 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Octoher  nextj  at  Trenton,  for  the  dispatch  pf 
public  busiuosa,  iitid  that  a  Committee  of  the  Stat^  shall  be  appointed 
to  £it  in  the  recesa  of  Congress. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.  ' 


WaWWS  O?  Pmi^DKPHIA  TO  P&Se.  DfCKI^SON,  1784. 


Sir, 


Wiirdcns  office;,  26th  April,  1784.  r 


TbjB  board  of  Wardens  b<^g  leave  to  coTnmunicate  U  your  Excel- 
lency for  .the  Information  of  your&elf  and  the  honorable  ^ipreme 
Ezeoi^tiye  Council  that  upon  enquiry  tbcy  fiad  there  is  no  money 
in  the  State  Treasury  suhjeet  to  tueir  dl^pof^^L,  nnd  thut  the  whole 
amount  of  the  Tonnage  duty  &mi:e  th«  appointment  of  the  present 
officer  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  aud  filty  pounds  a  ium  very 
inad^({uate  to  the  objects  bommltCod  to  their  care. 

The  principal  objects  that  require  im mediate  attention  are  as 

follows,  TIZ*, 

1st,  Finishing  the  repairs  of  the  light  House. 

2nd,  providing  an  additional  i^umbcr  of  Buoys,  together  with 
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tbeir  moorings  and  having  them-  placed  in  proper  places  botii  in  the 
Bay  and  Kiver. 

8rd,  providing  Beacons  and  having  them  placed  on  the  most 
dangeroQB  Shoals  in  the  Bay  and  on  Cape  May. 

4thy  Repairing  the  Piers  at  Beedy  and  Mud  Inlands. 
5th,  Purchasing  a  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  oyl  and 
Materials  to  the  Li^ht  House,  Ballast  for  filling,  &  Logs,  &c.,  for 
the  repairs  of  the  Piers,  taking  down  Buoys,  &c.,  and  for  other  uses 
of  the  wardens  in  surveying  and  examining  into  the  State  &  Oindi- 
tion  of  the  navigation. 

These  services  being  of  great  importance  to  the  Trade,  tbe 
wardens  trust  that  your  Ezcellncy  and  the  Honorable  Council  will 
readily  see  the  necessity  of  strengthening  their  hands  by  granting 
them  a  supply  of  money  from  the  sum  reserved  for  these  purposes 
by  the  Legislature  out  of  the  monies  raised  by  the  late  Impost  Laws 
and  subject  to  your  disposal  in  «rder  that  they  may  be  enabled  to 
execute  them  in  the  most  expeditious,  effectual  &  frugal  manna 
Possible.  We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

yonr  Excellency'^  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servants, 

FRANS.  GURNEY, 
JOHN  BONN ALDSON. 
SAM.  CALDWELL 
THOS.  PRYOR, 
NATH.  FALCONER. 
JOHN  HAZELWOOD. 
Directed,  GEORGE  ORD.* 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Preaident  of  the  Gommoa- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

.AnEstimate  of  sundry  Services  requisite  to  be  performed  by  the 
Wardens  of  the  Port  for  Improving  the  navigation  of  the  B^y  k 
River  Delaware  as  soon  as  Possible. 
For  finishing  the  Repairs  of  the  Light  House,  ab^,  .         .  250 
a  beacon  to  be  placed  on  Cape  May,      . ,       .        .       300 

a  Ditto  on  the  Cross  licdge, 850 

Additional  Buoys  with  their  Mooring  to  be  placed  in 
the  Bay,  .......       150 

Repairing  the  Piers  at  Reedy  Island,        <        .        .50 

Do.     at  Mud  Island, 50 

the  Purchase  of  a  Vessel  for  the  Various  purposes  of 
the.  Wardens  in  executing  the  Dutys  of  their  office,  750 

Council  Chamber,  29th  Apl.,  1784.t  *  *1900 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  78,  79. 
t  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  79. 
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SgXUIATX  OF  SXPKNBSS  FOB  THIE  COMMJfiSIONESS  FOR  RUKIIINO 

Boundary  LnOE,  1784.* 

Estimate  of  Ezpenoes  for  Bundry  necessarieg  for  the  Commiw'rs 

for  ninning  tne  boundary  Line  between  this  State  and  that  of 

Virginia. 

J20  Gallons  Spirits, -..,. 

.  40      do.      Brandy, .....' 

80      do.      Madeira  Wine, !••...,.. 

200  Weight  of  Loaf  Sugar, 

6  lb.  of  Tea, 

100    do.    Coflbe, 

pepper,  Jbc, 2    0    0 

6  Bushels  of  Salty 

4  Tin  Mup,. 

1  Coffee  Mill, 

;     1  pewter  Tea  pot,  1  tin  Coffee  Pot, 

^  60  lb,  of  Chocolate, , , , 

1  frying  pan,  1  Grid  Iron,  6  boiling  kettles, 

1  JhxU^  oven,  1  Teakettle, 

2  pair  of  Snuffen,  4  Candlestioks,  2  funnels,..^ ..,..« 

100  lb.  Candles,  2  hand  saws,  1  Cross  Cut  saw  &  6  ffle^... 

2  hammers,  12  Gimblets  &  50  lb.  of  Nails, 

1  sett  of  knives  and  forks, 

Tea  cupsy  sanoers,  glanes.  Tumblers,  bowls,  dishesy    . 

plates,  tins,  spoons  and  basons...... 6     0    0 

6  large  Camp  stools  &  6  small  do., • ^..^ 

2  Marques,  or  4  Horse  Mens  Tents...... 

60  felling  axes,.  • 

100  lb.  of  Steel, , 

6  shovels,  •••.. «...^« -•• i • 

6  piokazes, 

6  Spades, 

40  lb.  of  Scotch  Barley, ,. 

.,   12  pair  of   HL,  Hinges, 

3  four  Horse  Wasgon  &  L  Light  do.  with  4  Horses, 

,    SO  fathom  of  i  iiRsh  Bope,^ ;... ;;.... 

2  Crow  Bars,  2  planesj  2  augre's, 

4  Matrasses,  4  Blanket8,4  Pillows, ^ »... 

1  frower,  2  Maul  Bings,  2  wedges,  I  Bruad  ax, 

2  drawing  knives,  }  a  Box  Window  Glass,  I  Beam  of 

paper,  100  quills,  6  sticks  of  Wax,  2  doaen  pencils, 

1  Box  of  Wafers,  2  Ink  stands,  2  large  Camp  Tables,  1 

dosen  Memorandiun  Books,. •• 

Cheese,... 

2  dozen  Hams, , 

1  dosen  Kegs  white  Biscuit, • 

«  Bee  Col.  Rec,  Vol  XIY.,  p.  184. 
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AUKXAHBIK  PaTTXBSON  TO  FU8.  DiCKINSOll— WtOMIHO,  1781. 

Sir, 

When  any  Pari  of  the  Btate  in  which  jo^r  Ezoellencj  preckb 
becomes  Imbarrassed  and  Involved  in  Difficulty,  I  oonceiye  it  the 
daty  of  a  good  Citizen  to  give  the  earliest  Information  to  Oovem- 
ment  from  what  soitree  snch  taronfolefl  flow,  from  this  prmdple  I 
beg  leave  to  state  a  few  facts  rebtrve  to  the  sitoation  and  Potiee 
of  this  Gonntrj  as  it  now  stands. 

The  settlements  npon  the  River  hare  sdfered  mnch  by  an  Innim- 
dation  of  Ice,  which  haa  swept  away  Ckeatest  pnrt  of  the  grain  and 
stock  of  all  kinds,  so  that  the  InhabitantB  are  Oenerally  yery  poor. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  this  Place  tho  fiftoentb  InsL  I  foaod  the 
People  for  nie  most  part  Disposed  to  ^e  np  their  Pretentions  to 
the  Lands  Olaimed  nnder  Oonnocticat:  Having  a  Pretty  Qeneial 
Agency  from  the  Land  holders  of  Pennsylvania,  I  hare  aTnkd 
myself  of  this  Period,  and  have  Possessed  in  behalf  ot  mj  CoDstita- 
onts  the  Chief  part  of  all  the  Lands  ocenpied  by  the  above  Claimaoti^ 
Numbers  of  them  aie  gcmig  np  the  River  to  settle,  in  this  I  give  eveiy 
Inoonragement  in  my  power,  and  Take  care  to  fill  np  their  Vaeaaey 
with  we&  -IMffpqsed  Fennsylvanians,  I  think  it  is  right  to  Dtflp3oe  of 
the  others  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  most  Oondocive  to  the  Pteee 
of  the  state,  by  granting  them  Leases  and  set^ngthem  remote  fnm 
each  other,  yet  notwithstanding  this  situation  St  affinrs,  I  afeti  net 
out  of  apprehension  of  Trouble  and  Danger  arising  from  the  ring-  * 
leaders  of  the  old  ofienders  who  still  stand  out  and  are  conntenaaoed 
and  Inconraged  by  Uieir  friends,  down  the  River.  They  are  waitiag 
nntill  the  troops  are  discharged  when  they  expect  to  haye  reeowrse 
to  their  former  tetione  practices,  in  the  mean  time  there  is  no  <kiiht 
but  that  they  wiH  Bndeavonr  to  spread  every  Yileanous  report  that 
Malice  ean  Suggest,  to  Endeavour  to  prepossess  the  minds  of  the 
Publick  against  our  Proceedings,  experience  hastaught  ns  that  thej 
are  but  too-  apt  to  succeed  in  those  cases,  but  I  hope  their  Base 
designs  will  appear  so  Conspicuous  to  all  public  Bod/a  and  the 
People  in  Genexal,  that  they  will  no  longer  become  Dupes  to  their 
Artifice. 

My  Coadjutors  with  myself  have  no  new  Claim  to  a  CStxsenship 
in  this  state,  I  therefore  Humbly  hope  (that  if  any  Dangerons  or 
Sedicious  Commotion  should  arise  in  Ihis  Country  so  Remote  frem 
the  seat  of  Oovemment)  that  it  may  not  be  Construed  a  Want  of 
Zeal  or  Love  for  the  Commonwealth,  if  we  should  through  dirs 
Necessity  be  obliged  to  do  some  things  not  strictly  consonant  wilk 
the  Letter  of  the  Law,  I  call  Heaven  to  wittness  that  nothing  shall 
Induce  me  to  do  one  single  Ant  but  what  I  coneeive  will  tend  to  tlie 
good  of  the  state,  and  the  Happiness  of  its  frithfnl  Citizens,  and  it 
shall  be  my  study  to  have  aU  my  actions  to  harmonise  with  its 
Peace  and  safety,  as  to  Merit  the  aprobation  of  Oovemment.  if  the 
Troops  were  to  bo  settled  with  and  Discharged  here  it  would  answer 
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a  Yftliuibhr  Pvposei  aa  b  good  mMiy.  o£  them  voold  iooline  4p  stoy 
at  thid  place. 

X  haT0  the  Honoiir  to  Subscribe  myself. 

Your  Ezoellenoy's  most  Obedient  & 
•  Yenry  HamUe  Servant.   - 

ALBX'R  PATTERSON,  f 
Wyoming,  April  29th,  1784. 

His  ExceUenoyi  John  DiclcInflOQ,  Esq'r,  Philadelphia. 

DKiaK3AT£S  IK  CoNQEESii  TO  Prxb,  Diokinsqv,  1784. 

Annapolis,  80th  April,  1784.  * 
Sir, 

We  have  receiyed  yonrEooMllf*  letter  of  the  14th  Inst.,  coyering 
mindry  resolutions  oi  thet  Bonorable  the  Qen'l  Assembly  relative  to 
the  Wyoming  Settlers,  wUeh  have  been  laid  before  Congress,  at  the 
same  time  we,  in  compliance  with  the  Instructions  of  the  Honble  the 
Gen'l  Assembly,  moved  for,  &  obtained  a  reoonsideratioB  of  the 
resolution  of  Oongress  of  the  23d  Jan'y  last,'*'  directing  the  institution 
of  a  court  to  deterttine  the  private  right  of  soil  within  the  Territory 
formerly  in  dispute  between  the  states  of  Pennsylv*  &  Connectiottt, 
the  Oommittee  to  whom  our  motipns  were  r^erred  have  not  yet 
reported. 

The  Inclosed  proceedings  will  make  your  Excell^  &  Council 
acquainted  with  the  determinations  of  Congress,  on  an  adjoumment,t 
a  temporary  form  of  Government,  for  the  Western  Territory,  and 
requisitions  on  the  States,  we  think  it  propper  to  inform  Council 
that  Capt*  Carbury,!  who  waa.  Supposed,  h  coofeeeeshimflelf  to  be  a 
pritieipal  instigatier  of  the  late  tumultuous  behaviour  of  a  part  of  the 
'Pennsylvania  Tiaei,  has  beea  witbia  these  (bw  daya  aipf^cefaended  by 
f^he  desire  of  Ooagreas,  he  is  Dow  in  the  hands  of  the  Civil  Autboriti^  ' 
of  this  State,  stubjeet  U>  be  deliveced  to  that  of  Pem^yl^ua  if 
.-demanded.  • 

With  nmeik  relqMct^ .  we  have  tha  iionor  to  be^ 

Ye«r  Exoeil'*  most  obed.  and  most  H'ble  Serv't. 
THO.  MIFFLIN, 
JOHN  MONTGOMERY, , 
BDW'DHAND. 
'     Ih  oQOMqintaee>9of  our  InstwdieDa f rom  your  Hoaorabie.  Boaad 
i%e  btaijriit  ioMSaffd  in  Coagrete  the  Sulgect  of  an  iademaifioati^n  to 
iCkn^l  Washington  tms  km  eatra  table  espenoes  the  report  of  ^  oom- 
inhtee  to  n^iom  the  boaineie  was  veferttd  ia  not  yet  aote4  Qn»§      ', 

'     Hts  fiit<^^  JMin  Diekindon;  Esq'. 

r  . 

,..  *  See  page  ^50.  iVt^geBll. 

{See  page  74»  248,  292,  322,  ^24,  676,  and  Col.  Eec.  Vol.  XtV.,  p.  105. 
Pages  151, 156,  185.  ,, 
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1>ELTOATB8  IN  CoNaBSSft  TO  PRM.  DKntHTSOW,  1784- 

AnnapoHs,  May  18th^  1784. 

Sir, 

We  bare  reeeived  and  oommunicated  to  Congress  your  Bxeel- 
leney's  letter  of  the  5th  Instant,  signifying  the  desire  of  th« 
Honorable  the  Supreme  Ezeeutive  Gonnoil,  that  the  prdofs  eoUeeted 
in  the  State  of  Penosjlvania  of  the  crime  charged  azainst  Heniy 
Garberry,  &  transmitted  to  Congress  should  be  rekuroed. 

Congress  have  by  the  enclosed  resolution  directed  the  Secretary 
to  transmit  to  yoar  Bzoeiry,  these  proofs^  which  will  be  done  by 
him  immediately. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect 
we  iia?e  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Bzoellenoy's  ssost 
obedient  Hble.  ServantSi 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN-, 
JOHN  MONTOOM£Er, 
SIXW'D  HAND. 
'Direetectj 

His  Excellency^  John  Dickinson^  Esq.|  In  Council  Philad'a. 


No.l. 

Br  the  United  States,  in  Congress  A«einbied, 

April  28lh,  1784w 
The  ConraiHtee  to  whom  it  was  refemd  la  take  order  upon  tbt 
report  of  a  Commitlee  of  the  28d  day  el  Aprily  instanly  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Bead  of  tiie  16th  day  of  Mareh  laat. 

Report^  That  in  virtue  of  the-sa  d  order  of  the  United  StstH  in 
Congress  assembled,  your  Committee  took  lyeaevreiy  And  have 
cauMd  Henry  Oarbery,  late  a  Captain  in  the  PewMylvania  Line  of 
Continental  Troops  in  the  said  report  mentioned,  to  be  arrested  and 
brought  before  the  honorable  Robert  GoIdsb<Nroagh|  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  General  Contt  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  for  examiiia- 

•  tiofl  and  to  be  proceeded  agaioal  aeoerdiag  to  law  aad  jvetioe.  Ton 
Committee  have  eaused  to  be  laid  before  the  amd  Judge,  all  eaak 

-proofs  and  evidences  of  the  nature  and  oireunBtaBoes  o?  the  omn 
charged  against  the  said  Henry  Carbery  as  were  on  the  files  or  ia 
the  pogsession  of  Congress,  and  your  eommittee  informed  Ike  eaid 
Judge,  that  it  was  the  sense  of  the  United  Sutee  in  Gongresi 
Assembled)  that  the  said  Henry  Carbery,  who  is  a  fugitive  fnm 
justice  ought  to  be  tried  according  to  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
which  State  the  offence  charged  against  him  was  oommitiod^  and  to 


the  Laws  of  wtiicb.Siatd  lie  10  amemble.  Toiir  Oonmifttee  reoom^' 
mend  that  the  Ezeoatlye  of  the  State  of  Maryland  be  reqoesled  ij& 
talre  proper  meaaaree  for  the  delivery  of  the  body  of  the  aaid  Henrf 
Oarbery  to  the  Ezeoative  of  the  State  of  PennayWania^  or  theii* 
order  that  he  may  be  dealt  with  aoeordiDg  to  Law. 

Besolred^  That  CoDgress  agree  to  the  said  Beport 

GHA.  THOMSON, 
Secy 


.      .  N0.2. 

.1 

Beridi  €*OBty,.BS«  t 

'  The  28th  day  of  Jtme,  1783,  before  me'  Daniel  Leiran,  HaqV, 
Prothonotarr  of  the  06nnty  of  Berka^  in  th^  Staile  of  Ptonaylva^ 
tia,  came  benjamin  Bpyker,  jnnier,  and  being  Bwoni,  aaSth,  that 
Abont  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  thia  day,  Mr.  Nicholaa  Broaiutf 
called  upon  him,  thia  deponent  to  walk  across  the  street  lo  the  hoase 
ef  the  said  BhMiliis,  and  he  wonld  heai^  i^ome  ^fng;  that  th« 
deponent  went^  aooor^gly,  and  fonnd  a  eeftain  Seijeant  Nagle  at 
the  poreh  of  the  aaid  Brosinb,  who  amongst  many  other  repxtMcheA 
•ffainst  the  Statsa,  for  iiltendhig  to  defraud  the  aoldiery,  also  made 
the  following  ezpresBiona,  that  he  had  received  fear  letters  when  al 
Lancaster,  which  were  not  signed  by  any,  but  feqnesting  the  soldier^ 
to  come  te  Pbilad'a  if  they  wanted  a  settlement,  which  letters  he 
believed,  or  was  sure,  were  wrote  by  offieera.  that  one  hundred  nnd 
twenty  odd  Men  marched  acooidingly  from  Lancaster  for  the  C^ty  j 
ihatthey  were  deserted  by- seme,  and  that  one  hundred  prfvate^rj^ 
iFfmself^  and  a  Oorporal  camdothe  Oitj)  that  a  Lieutenant  whd 
also  was  erodsed  8ohuylktll,the  said  Lieutenant  catte  an<l  met  them, 
and  begged  th^  would  unfix  their  Bayonets,  and  marobinto"tlie 
City  without  beat  of  drum :  that  they  obeyed  untill  the;  eame  td 
tiia€ity^  fhat^  tiM  4he'said.Nagle  ordered  th«  Lieutenavt  td^quit 
the  command,  and  that  they  knew  for  what  they  came,  and  lihat  the 
aaid^Kaitle  gaVjathe  coiouitod'to  is  Bayonets,  and  brace  the  Drums, 
and  marched  into  the  City,  with  fixed  Bayonets  and  Musioky  and 
that  the  soldiers  from  the  Barracks  came  to  meet  them  in  the  aama 
manner,  and  that  they  were  applauded  by  the  Citizens,  for  looking 
after  their  just  demands.  That  when  they  came  to  the  Barracks 
they  formed  a  Garrison  having  field  pieces  and  ammunition  of  every 
kind,  in  plenty  Orape  and  c^er  shot;  that,  then  the  said  Nagb 
tvith  another  Serjeant,  were  deputed  to  his  Bxcellency  the  Oovernori 
(meaning  the  President,)  with  an  Instrument  of  writiog  by  the 
Garrison  agreed  upon,  and  had  orders,  strict  orders,  not  to  return 
without  having  the  same  signed  by  His  Excellency;  that  aocord- 
iogly,  the  said  Nagle  and  the  other  Serjeant  waited  on  the  President 
in  the  morning,  who  knew  their  names  alreadj^  and  erdsatl  k 


bpUfe  of  ine«  4q'^  brfught  Cw  tiMm»  ibai  ftbej.OiMl:  dia  Wum^ 
tad  that  His  Exo^UeQ^u  the  Pjrtaident  orderod  apotW  bottle  of 
WiM  ta  bo  brOQgbt  for  tbom,  that  thavi  ibeji  (meaiii^g  bimadf 
%»d  tb^otib^  P^epoity)  told  tbft  Governor  tbat  they  did  aot  oi»ao 
to  get  groggy,  but  were  oome  to  obtain  tbeir  joal  rigbta  and  deaind 
bim  to  sign  the  paper  which  they  brought,  and  gave  him  an  half  an 
honn  time,  that  after  that  time  was  expired,  they  gave  bim  fire 
minntoa  moci|  end  Ihat  lie  said  Nagle  ordered  the  other  Seijeaat  to 
go  and  fetch  the  Garrison,  and  that  Nagle  would  guard  the  Gover- 
nor; that  His  Excellency  the  President  then  desired  that  he  micht 
go  np-sturs  to  rign  the  same,  wfaioh,  then  the  Serjeant  refused,  but 
would  have  it  signed  in  their  psesenee,  and  that  His  Exoellencj  the 
President  sent  up-etairs  for  his  ihk  and  pen,  and  in  a  moat  tremblii^ 
manner  signed  the  same,  (shewing  with  his  hands  hew  the  PnHaioal 
fbottU  bav»  AcfokO  Upon  being  asknd  by  the  depoaept  the  pv- 
poir^  of  tbf  papw  they  inade  Hia  BiEceUeBay  si^a,  aaid  Ni^le  a»* 
awered  H  was  w  j^n«ge|n#i^t  that  in  three  days  he  should  give  theaa 
^  final  answer  how  tboy  meant  to  settle  with  the  soldiery,  and  thai 
thfi  at  me  naade  Qoogreaa  fly  tbat  night  to  Pruioetown<  Aad  farthea 
tbftt  aaid  Na^  paid  after  they  bad  iDrmed  a  Cifole  in  tjba  Banmok 
wdi  a  oertaia  WoodoR  lagfl^  Moaris,  «  Bvotber  to  tbo  Hoabk 
BobaiiMon»S|.Bei|Bipi»  eaaae  amoagpt  ihamto  makoUffpee^wbom 
tb^  aooa  tunned  aff,(teUing  vary  opptvbioaa  Ittignaga  that  be  nado 
lae  <rf;)  and  that  bi  the  preaenee  of  Hia  ExeeUei^  the  Praaidell^ 
tbof[oDbla  the  Maioa  Geo^  8i«Clair|  waagoing  to  apeak  to  himi 
the  aaid  Naglei  ^hai  b^  aeon  tiiraed  bim  off|  telling  bim  be  bad  no 
bvainfMa  thiMe  wiA  themf  And  said  bad  beappko^anyiaoae,  I  ahoald 
bave  .toU  biin'  aomatbtngi  and  on  baiag  laaked  by  tbis  dapooeati 
lihat  jMmld  ypn  bavo  aaid  to  bim,  aaid  Ki^o  aoawaied,  I  waaU 
bave  lold  him*  I  never  w#a  foarieen  montba  n^er  atresia  for  oovar* 
dioo  wd  miabebavioaiif  and  that  ba  aaid  Nagle  oideaed  eiS  Coioad 
Hampton;  also,  tbat  tbt  MiUtia  ligbl  Howe  w^n  afraid  to  ooma 
nigh  tbaDBi  and  that  they  went  and  tone  down  attadvertiaemeata  ov 
Prookoiatiooaagainat'tbea  frena  avory  XawM  miA  daaae?  baaing 
taken  dpwn  «a  whole  4rm  f alU 

BENJAMIN  8P7KBE,  ja'r. 
^  Sworn  before  me  the  day 
irst  above  written, 

Daniel  Lxvak. 


! 


Berb,  as. 

June  28th,  1788,  came  Nicholas  Brosius  and  on  his  oath  saithi 
that  he  heard  Seijcant  Nagle  tell  or  q>eak  all  the  words  which  ate 
mentioned  in  Bex^amin  Spjker,  jun'r  deposition. 

NICHOLAS  BE0SIU3. 
Sworn  before  me,  tbe^ 
^J  fibova  irntten, 

Danuel  Libyan. 


'1 


wmsNmLV\i3iak  ABCsnrD  vnt         sn 

Berks  Countj;  ss. 

JuQo  28thj  1783,  Game  John  SneQ  imd  beiDg  sworn  saith,  tliat 
lie  eame  to  Mr.  Brosias's  poroh  wben  Serjeant  Nagle  was  Breaking 
with  Benjamin  8pyker,  junior^  and  heard  all  from  havins  made  His 
^Koellenej  the  President  sign  the  paper  ooming  after,  having  tol  1 
of  hia  March  and  drinking  wine  at  the  Presidente  house,  bat  having 
heaid  all  the  8iil>seqnentMor;  of  said  Nagle» 

JOHN  SNSLL. 
Sworn  before  me,  the") 
4aj  abof  e  written,         V 
Danisl  Levan.  3 

Copy. 


In  parsnanoe  of  an  order  of  17th  of  May,  1784,  aeat  to  tba 
Supreme  £xeci|tive  of  Pennsylvania  the  following  papers  Indorsed 
as  follows : 

1783,  Jane  80.«*-I)epo«tictt  el  Seijeani  Keh«i  Mnvtliwmlt  of 
Xavalidi. 

1788,  July  2<-^Deyoaition  of  Solomn  TomwAend,  Seqeani  is 
Gd»  Hamptona  lUigt 

[     1783,  Jj^lj   l.*-4teposiii#n  Jfonee  Bennett  SeiiaaiU   Major 
Artillery. 

1783,  July  l.-^D^poaition  Joseph  Morgan,  Seijeant  of  Artillery. 

Copy  Read  June  l2, 1788,  Deposition  of  Benjamin  Spyker  taken 
beftre  Mr.  Levan  of  Beading,  snbjeot  of  a  Conversation  with  Ser- 
jeant Nagle.  ■    ~ 

No.  4. 

In  parsnanoe  of  an  order  of  17th  of  May,  1784,  sent  to  the 
Supreme  Bxeootive  of  Pennsylvania,  the  following  paperS|  Indorsed 
as  follows: 

1.  A  letter  signed  Henry  Carbeiy,  dated  Gape  Henlopen,  26  th 
June,  1788,  direeled  Mtffor  WiUiam  Niobels,  Mero't,  Philadelphia. 

2.  A  letter  (rigned  H.  Ourbery,  dated  Chester,  Jone  26ch,  1788, 
direoled  to  Mrs.  Msvy  Owbeiy,  St.  Mav/s,  Maryland. 

8.  A  letter  sfgned  Jotm  Sidlivan,  dated  The  Gape,  80th  Jnne^ 
1788,  difeetid  BtMlien  Moylaii,  Bsq.,  GoL  Command*.  L.  Ih 
nrikMMphia. 

•  4.  A  paper  signed  H.  0.,  J.  8.,  dkeoted  Mr.  Wm.  Hastoo,  and 
^ontakifinf  these  words^-^Jonenlt  yovr  own  safc^,  we  eannot  possibly 
gette  you* 

6.  Alport  «r  the  Mutiny  by  Col.  Hmnpton,  24  Jn&e^.l788|  read 
in  Congress  July  8d,  1783. 


SSe  PXEINBIIiTAKIA  ABCBBmB  lOL 

6.  A  letter  from  Jftmee  Christie  to  the  Supreme  SzeOTfire  if 

PeBDaylvania,  k  %  Copj  of  Commission  or  appointment  of  Offieeis 
SB  a  Committee  by  the  non-Coms'd  officers  k  privates  in  the  Bac* 
racks  at  Philadelphia,  read  80th  June,  1783. 

7.  Demand  made  by  the  Mutineers,  June  2lBt|  1788. 

8.  Papers  signed  James  Bennet,  delivered  to  Supreme  Ezecntivn 
Council  of  Pennsylvania — ^Read  in  Congress,  Jnne  SOth,  1783. 

9.  Address  of  Mutineers  to  Supreme  Ezecotive  Council  of  Femi- 
syl^ania,  delivered  25th  Jnne,  1783,  £ead  in  Congress  Jnne  SOth, 
1783. 

There  are  copies  of  some  Depositions  which  will  be  sent  by  next 
post. 


No.  6. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled, 

Hay  17ih,  1784. 

On  motion  of  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  transmit  to  the  Supreme  Ezecntive 
Connoil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  all  the  papers  relative  to  ^kb 
eas6  of  Henry  Carbery,  whioh  are  on  the  fles  of  Cbngrees }  and 
that  the  Secretary  in  the  War  office  deliver  to  the  said  Bzeentlve, 
meh  papers  relative  to  the  said  fienty  Carbeiy,  a^  are  in  his  possee- 
sion. 

CHA.  THOMSON, 
Sec> 


Port  Wardens  to  Pbks.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Wardens'  Office,  PhiUda.,  May  26th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Beard  of  Wardens  of  the  Port  of  Philada.  beg  leave  to  repie- 
seni,  that  injuries  frequently  happen  to  the  navigation  of  the  Bay 
&  River  Delaware,  by  evil  disposed  people  rnsoving  the  Bninrs 
placed  for  the  direction  and  safety  of  Vestt^,  and  by  t^ung  ooi  vm 
^Uast  the  Fillings  of  the  Pim>  whereby  considerable  expenoe  is 
mcmyd,  and  the  good  intentiops  <^  Ithe  Leigiriatlure  irnstimtsd; 
which  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Wardens  to  detect  or  pretenl^ 
otherwise,  than  by  offering  a  reward  for  apprehending  a^  oonvict- 
ing  such  offenders ;  and  as  the  board  apprehend  they  are  not  antho» 
rized  to  promise  such  public  Reward,  they  take  the  liberty  tareeoB»- 
mend  th9  premises  to  the  eonsideoati^n  at  y6ar  Eaedlmy  &  the 


l^fiNNSYLVANlA  A'ROHIVB^  1T84/  «{81 

totioraUe  Cotfnoif,  heing  well  pursxiaded  that  stich  a  measure  w<mld 
bftve  a  salutary  effect.* 
.We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect. 
Gentlemen, 

Tour  most  obedient 
.    .  and  very  humble  servants, 

JOHN  DONNALDSON, 
SAML.  OALDWELL, 
THOS.  PRTOK, 
NATHL.  FALCONER, 
JOHN  HAZELWOOD, 
GEORGE  ORD, 
pirected,  FRANS.  GURNEY. 

Bis  Excellency  the  t^resident  and  the  Honorable  Supreme  Exec- 
utive Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


^   DSLKGATSS  IN  CoNOBESS  TO    PiLES.  BiCKINSOJfr,  1784. 

Annapolisy  %tb  May,  1784. 
Bit, 
*  *  We'.have  the  honor  to  aeknowMge  Ae  receipt  of  your  Bxeellan- 

S'§  letter  of  the  4tfa  iBitant,  desiring  our  Exertiena  in  favonr  of 
n  Robert  dhewell  f  hk  papers  are  new  in  the  koids  of  a  Commit- 
tee'; when  tiiey  shall  httve  reported,  we  will  use  omr  best  endeavora 
%^  proe«ire  for  him  all  tile  aid  Confess  ean  give  in  his  case^ 

-  GDhe  lnok>eed  is  a  Cofyy  of  a  petiiioB  from  ZebnJoiir  Bailer  aad 
-Mhers^  lately  laid  before  Congres8.f 

1¥ith  the  greatest  respeet^ 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yonr  Exedrys  most  obedt.  A 
'<  most  H^ble- Servants, 

-  .  THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 

JOHN  MONTGOMERY, 
'mncted^  '      '    .  EDW'P  HAND. 

~'    His  ExceiryJolm  Dickinson,  Bsqr.,  in  Ooitneil,  Philadelphia. 
'BVee— Bdw'dHand. 


i  E^PRBAIH  SotQLASS  TO  SSO.  ABMSTftONa,  1784. 

Union  Town,  29th  May,  1784. 

in  obedienoe  to  the  instmotioiis  of  the  80th  of  Aiuril,  from  yovr 
1  oOee,  I  now  tnmsmit  yoa  a  list  of  the  several  townships  or  districts 
•  for  ohnsing  Jnatioes  of  the  Peace  for  this  Ooonty. 

.  ♦  Bee  Ool.  Keo.  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  122. 
tSeepilge669.^ 
26* 


'  Viy^tl^  MoeaBioii;of  Jaq^b's^cE^ek  to  tf^t  Ckmnlfy  Htuf^  ut  tn 

townships  added  to  the  return  I  had  the  honor  to  Iransmii  to  Con- 
oil  on  the  2d  Fehmai^  laat,^  and  as  I  therein  diaoriminated  Am 
townships  whioh  had,  from  those  whiclx  had  ^ot,  Jnstioes  of  the 
Peace,  I  will  only  now  farther  xemack  thaf  both  of  these  additusil 
townships  axe  dssUtuto  o£  such  officer. 

I  shociKd  sooner  have  aiutounoed  to  Goancil  the  names  of  tboe 
townships,  but  thai  before  th^  were  annexed  to  this  county  tiKj 
made  but  one  d^aytncty^  which  ifss  divided  at  oar  lost  sessioni;  la^ 
this  diyisvm  Waf  disuigrtoabls  to  some  of  the  principal  inhahiteBtiy 
(thouffh  the  i^^qtarn^ifas  siiid  tif  be  near  fifty  miles  in  length)  1  a- 
pectecTthat  at  oa^  ^ea^t  sessions  the  Justices  might  probably  reoos- 
sider  the  matt^j  wiuMrofore  I  thought  it  might  be  best  to  fot^^ 
tb^  i^turu  80  l^ng;  out  as  all  the  toimships  which  existed  preTW 
to  ihe  late  law  for  electing  justices  of  the  Peace  are  estabHsbed  £•- 
tricts  for  that  purpose;  I  conceive  it  will  not  now  be  in  the  povff 
of  the  Justices  to  gratify  those  who  complained  of  this  division. 

There  is  sa  seldom^  ^  direct  conveyance  of  a  letter  from  this  pbft 
to  Philadelphia,  that  1  expect  every  communication  I  can  make  wiO 
beitttldipcM  \lj  sOQie  othfir|i^rson  having  more  frequent  oppf"^ 
nities }  but  lest  my  nlencie  might  be  attributed  to  insttentioD,  I  m 
givjtf  yea  a  jkstAh  of  the  lAm  ^  Am  Ooa»^>  tbd  leav^  J^  ^ 
}m^  of  ihainndbt^ofli^itbefaRA  th^ 


Xhe  Goaoty  dssimassiaaesajsse.so  nupeh  sotu^teraofeed  by  (i^  H^ 
Ueoltti]seoante7,lhat  it.iqipQan  hai41y  pflobaWe  the  Ksu^^ 
everbecoUfictodoathepfMentmcde*  lAtheitoviisbipof  JfaB*!^ 
inpsfftiaalai^  vhioh inshd^i tUs  place ameable  to  its  UmitoistM 
Duplicate,  the  terror  of  undertel^inff  the  duty  of  CoUectoTi  has  i^ 
mined  several  to  refuse  it  under  Ae  Ugh  praalty  ennejEail  ^ 
only  have  accepted  it,  and  tfcese  have  Mk  boen  robbed  hy  m"* 
ruffians  unkns!vr4  ated  in  the.  nigbt,  of  thtfr  Duplicates.  The  is^ 
bitants  of  the  other  townships  have  not  gone  such  lengths,  but  eoo- 
plain  so  Much  df  the  hatddup  and  the  want  of  money  that  I  ^ 
very  littk  la  to  be  hoped  ttor^  them. 

On  the  othet  hamd,  Ae  banditti  from  Bucks-countyi  or  M^ 
others  equally  bad^  or,  mpre  pjcolfabjy  bolh>  bays  estabUabc^  ^ 
selves  in  some  part  of  this  cbuntrv  not  certainly  knowU)  but  thoop 
to  be  in  the  deserted  part  of  Washington  county,  whence  thejis^* 
frequent  incursions  into  the  settlements  under  cover  of  the  lup^ 
terrify  the  Ji^abitante,  itonuiitnes  beat  tket*  nmrnotliUy'  ^ 
al^aya  rob  tbepi  of  such  of  their  property  as  they  think  prop^}  ^ 
thentetite  to  their  larking  phcce.  What  seems  to  copphs  *■* 
belief  of  ite  being  the  Doanes  or  their  companions,  is  drawn  t^ 
-thu  cfacomsiviaeesatteiifing  the  dstobtiim  and cOBflnemeiLt  of^"^ 
tho  gang  in  Wasbingtott  county  some  thne  age.  After  tki*  *>^ 
had  been  rescued,  (rott  the  ShenlFs  guard  thete^  ha,  wtfi  ^> 
his  companions  camf  tp  Hb^  hooaf  of  1^^  p(Dr89ivwho  was  the  J^ 


oauUonea  £im  against  laeddliDg  witli  any  of  them  tnereimer  ;  and 
thi^%iU9,  iMld^  to  Mia  freqii^yK)f  tbQi|r  rpU^prj^e  in  that  count j, 
fikvonn  the  belief  ot  tlierr  residence  there.  This  county,  howew^ 
Mid^.Xej^  tbis  V).wi^  \m  pufier^  hv  thjfpv  ^^^  ^W  fi^inq  in  'the 
ciMUTAOter  of  tbie^^,  wd  not  of  robbers  pj^ro-  Ana  y^t  iiotbivg  bof 
Wn  ittei^i^M.bitb^rfcQitQ  puwob  oi:..bd»|;  tfipw  k^  Jq^w^Battlyj 

fpb^Ds  because  tbcro  ar^  not  jqt  %  sii^ciont  number  proyoEp^^^  ^j 
^  VesecL  bui  prinoijpally  from  tbie  improbability  of  am^ceediii^  iif 
6  «fcieDipb  Vor.f  ihfiti^  tboy  Muxo:^  be  |>Qii^tod  but  witb  ccflrtim^^ 
or  prosecuted  with  success,  there  must  bo  too  many  in  th^  country 
who  give  them  mpport  ana  assistance,  and  who  would  readily  notify 
them  of  any  preprntton  midtittg  a^inst  ihem^ ;  and  from  the  repre- 
sentadmi  of  tbfiniuun2)elr^.wUsb  ia  aud  to  have  been  twenty-eight 
at  the  forqii^g  pf  tbf  gpio^  19  Washington,  nothing  can  be  undertaJLen 
against  th^P^  vitW>^  audi,  preparation  as  must  make  it  very  gene- 
rally kndwn,.  To  tbe^  reasons,  perhaps  a  third  may  be  wfely 
added  which  will  harre  it»  weight  with  many,  especially  those  who 
oonsifler  4kem^tes  mogt  exposed — ^the  fear  of  drawing  upon  them- 
self^e  aiiA.itlvwik9iili0fi.the  resentment  of  these  jusUy  dreaded 


ruffians. 

r      W«;b  j|m«te«»^|.(  •)»,  8wi 

Your  very  humbU and  'I 

Obedient  servant, 

EPHRATM  DOUGLASS.  ^ 
John  Armstrong,  junior,  Esquire,  Secretary. 


\ 


SowfSt  DowrrALBso^  to  Prm.  Dickinson,  ITSi 

PhilajSelpbIa,  Jupe  I7tb,  1784. 


«x^       .  .... 

As  I  sbaU  embark  in  4  few  days  for  Eiirope  wbe»«  my  (imatB 
jdEiSrs  ittgeatly  oall  mo^-^1  beg  your  EaoeUenoy  tod  the  hotkonabfe 
'anfieme  ajLeentiveceunoil  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  warden  ot  tke 
iBorlofPhiladdf^bfliiftinyBtead.  / 

*  I  havia  the  hooer  to  be  with  great  respect) 

'  .     Sfr^  Tqut  moat  obedieut  and  very  humble  servant, 

'      ,  JOHNDONNiXDSOy..*  : 

:    m$  EzeeUmiy^  Jobu  Jdiiekwsoa,  £04.,  PreodeiHk  af  ttHfe  Hajamm 
Xjtfit^y^  QowqU  of  tba  l?(ata^  of  Peniuyrltaikia. 

'    ^  CtO;  ltea.,T6U  XIT.,  p^  150,  he  was  iiucoeedM  by  Joseph  BuHook. 


^    WAitbkNs  ov  Philai^el^hia  to  Pats.  i)icKnr80H,  17S4. 

'     Wardens  Office^  PbiTadelphia,  I8ih  Jane,  1784. 
BaTf 

Tie  bowrd  6f  Warfens  of  tbe  pett  of  Philad",  Iwg  leave  to  infomi 
yonr  Ezoellency  and  the  Honoraole  Council  that  Mr.  John  Donnald- 
ion*^  one  of  the  Boatd  being  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  Europe 
kath  resigned  his  office,  hj  whicb  his  place  is  become  vncant,  and  aa 
Ihe  duties  of  their  appointment  frequently  require  a  fall  Board,  tli^ 
leqnest  your  Excellency  ft  honors  to  appoint  a  4rardea  in  bis  atea£ 
We  haye  the  honor  to  be  witli  the  greatest  respect, 
.      .    y our  Exc^enoy's  moat  obedieni 

.    .  ind  TtiTj  hoaiUe  aewanisi 
'  SAM.  CALDWELL  * 

THOS.  PETOR, 
GEOHQEOm), 
!  NATH.  FALCONEB, 

JOHN  HAZBLWOOD. 

ZHncitd^ 

His  Excellency,  John  Dickensoft  Esq'r.y  Pkealient  of  the  SnpxesM 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsyltaoia. 


ConBassipifsita   of  Waooinoton   Co.  to  P&ss.   DicKiNsoir, 

'    '  1784. 

Washington  County^  June  28th,  1784. 
Sir, 

This  County  as  well  as  that  of  Favette  has  for  some  time  past 
been  greatly  Infested  by  a  troop  of  Bobbers  from  the  lower  parts  of 
the  state,  namely  Doanes  and  others  who  by  frequent  Burglaries  and 
Bobberiei^  under  the  Countenance  and  protection  of  Divers  Evil 
disposed  persons  amongst  ourselves,  have  reduced  us  to  the  neceanty 
of  oalling  out  parties  of  Militia  and  making  general  seaibh  fev'  the 
wuA  BnrgkvB  and  their  aooomptices;  whereupon  the  said  Bniglani 
lAtk  numbars  of  Horses,  Names  and  other  Valuable  m>periy  of 
which  they  had  Robbed  the  InhabitantB  (in  the  mast  Daring  and 
Lisolent  manner)  set  off  for  Detroit,  our  party  pursued  above  one 
hundred  miles^from  this  place  before  they  overtook  them.  However 
we  have  now  got  of  the  said  party  lodged  in  the  Goal  of  this  Country 
the  following  persons,  viz.  Abraham  Doane,  one  who  calls  lumself 
Thomas  Richason  and  two  women  who  profess  themselves  wives  to 
«n»;of  tke  party,  the  remainder  having  escaped  oar  most  vigilant 
pursuit,  altho'  we  have  Reoovered  the  greatest  part  of  the  proper^. 
We  hava  alsa  Divers  others  in  Confinement  and  under  BeeonusaDca 
as  accomplices,  and  Expect  yet  to  make  further  DiscoverieS|  imt  oar 
*  See  page  683. 


Goal  bug  T^ry  ImaffiDieQt,  nod  ihitf  aMt^  Abvahasn  SoiAe  baviof 
beea  Beqeued  from  %%  once  before  bj  an  armed  party  (of  wUoh  you 
h^y^  hi4  InlomatioD)  we  ate  obliged  to  keej^  a  strong  guard  oon- 
iMkpUv  over  them,  and  not  having  9een  a  supplement  £  the  aot^for 
apprehending  those  Yillians  (which  we  are  Informed  Exists)  are  at 
a  Ices  what  to  Do  with  them,  therefore  prays  the  Direction  of  Council 
in  the  premises. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Shcoelleney's 

Most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants. 

Van  sweakinge*, 
james  marshel. 

Direeied,  THO.  SCOTT. 

Public  ServiOe.  '  •.       .> 

Hitf  ExceSeney;  President  Dickenson^  Philadelphia. 


Wa&dbns  01  PmuAPPiPHiA  so  Pmbs.  DIOK2N60N>  1784. 

Fort  of  Philadelphia, 

Wardens'  Officei  June  24th.  1784. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  your  Szcelleucy  &  the  Honorable  Supieme 
Executive  Council,  the  Board  of  Wardens  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
inclosed  State  of  their  Expenditures,  so  far  aa  they  have  disbursed 
on  public  service  since  their  appointment,  by  which  you  will  see^that 
nearlv  the  whole  of  the  sum  vou  were  pleased  to  grant  them  the  5th 
Hay  last  is  already  expended. 

The  Wardens  flatter  themselves  that  their  disbursements  will  be 
found  to  be  inade  with  proper  Oeconomy,  and  to  answer  the  design 
of  the  Legislature  in  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Bsy  &  Siver 
Delaware ;  but  they  would  beg  leave  farther  to  observe,  that  the 
service  is  not  yiet  Performed,  the  above  sum  being  expended  Chiefly 
in  preparation  for  the  services  meant  to  be  done,  which  were  specified 
in  a  rough  estimate  thev  bad  the  Honor  to  lay.  before  you,  and  .that 
there  are  Bills  not  yet  brought  in,  to  a  considerable  amount,  which 
must  be  paid  immediately.  To  complete  the  business,  they  estimate 
the  further  sum  of  at  least  Fifteen  nundred  pounds  will,  be  imme- 
diately requisite  which  thoy  Respectfully  pray  may  be  granted  them 
as  soon  as  may  be.^ 

.   We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect^ 

'  giry  your  inosi  obedient  and       .      ;       ,% 
f,  very  humble  servants, 

FRAN'S  GUBUBY^, 

THO'8  PRYOE, 
0EORQE  ORD, 

NATH'L  FALCONER, 

SAM'I.  CALDWEI/li.* 

Hirf  Eifeellew^  John  Dickinson,  Esq.;  Btttwieni  of  the  Supreme 
E^eeative  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  page  160. 


AMmiii  «f  moniefl  ex^ndtod  by  ib«  Wardens  of  the  Pdxf  ef  Pli9»- 


DftTi^tion  of  the  Bay  and  Mv«r  I>^hware. 

1784. 
Hay  14   JE'aid  Davis  Be¥«afov3lQ€fiT«fiF|ie«4»» 

now  oalled  t|»e  Dek^w^rcu** c £6b0 

¥  19  Paid  La^  Sftields  his  own  &  men's  ad- 
vanoe  wages — belonging  to  Sloop 
PeUwrare 24 

'<       »    Paid  M.  Keely  for  1,882  Gallons  oil  for 

.  Lighl   Houso f .v.....»   *10  18 

"       «    Paid  J.  &  R.  Morton  for  Beef  &  Pork 

for  the  Sloop  Delaware 8  10 

,¥  .  SQ   Bsid.  Qktislaaa  £awck  poitemge.of.Oii       1    6  < 

**  **  Paid  Jam^s.  Pearson  for  an,  order  drawn 
by  Ij/i.  GtxiTX^eroa  Dayid  Rittenhonsey 
Inq.,  bein^  the  bahoiee  dae  him  for 
wo^  at,  Light  Qoose^last  winter .«..^     86     1 

«  27  FsSd  Wmgate  Kewmap  ftr  a  Hqlk  to 
fix  a  Beacon  on  Cross  Lodge  Shoal, 
in  the  Bav , 43 

«       M  Paid  Connyingham  k  Nesbitt  for  Stone 

Ballast  for  Piers  &  Hulk 6d 

^uno  2  Paid  Joaenh  l^arsh,  towards  improving 
the  Hnik  to  fix  a  Beacon  on  the  Croas 
Lodge 105 

^       9  Paid  drawing  two  plptts  gf  CSievaux  de 

Pri«e ,....  W 

^       ^  Paid  Greenfield  k    Hnmphreys  for  ^ 

Comboose  fbr  Sloop  Delaware 8  16  9 

<<  w  pai4  James  Pearson  on  Account  of  ad- 
vance wages  to  workmen,  &  materials 
fqr  repairing  the  Light  Hou^ 12T  10 

«       "    Paid  C.  Beaklcy  for  a  Cart  tor  Light 

House..^..^ » » :.,.     22 

<«      12   Paid  for  Painting  the  Cabin  of  SIoo^ 

D^lawaxe , '    4  10 

«       "^  Paid  Samuel  Williams  for  nailfl  ftr  Light 

House .: 8    6  8 

<*  17  Paid  Sav&'l  Church  for  Boards,  planks, 
Ac,  ftnr  Light  House  &  Sloop  Dela- 
ware      14  17 

«      IS  Paid  A.  St.  Clair  for  a  Cable,  bo't  at 

Yandbfi^  fbr.  |ha  DaHc ft   4 


BlRi^^ll/YMM  4^UWM  MINI  Wl 


Jane  19   Paid   J.  Harrison  for  a  Telescope  for 

SHoojp   BeUwai««.7 8    6 

«<  22  Paid  Ord  &  Blewer,  for  Ship  Chandlery 
ft  OaMn'  fWvnitofre  for  Sloop  Dekware 
ft  for  L'*  Honae; *...... i..\...     4»    i  2 

<«      ^    Paid  QumoT  ft  Smith  for  a  Barrel  R«m 

Idi^  workmen  at  LHEonee/fto.  5    6 


■  ■         lit  .iij 


War(Jeti'iOfBce,Philada.,5()th  June,  1784.   ' 

yfe,  th^  Sabscrib^rg,  do  certify,  that  liiv^  Hollh^gsworth  mfl 

Arthnr  Donatdepn  hate  made  such  progress  in  removing  the  Gbevatt]^ 

^  yWse,  as  in  o^r  Opinion  juatlv  to  entitle  thejm  to  tie^eivo  the  peoori4 

iaypaent  9/ One  thousand  f[ve  tutidre4' Pounds..  '     ' 

^      •.••'■  'FRAN'S  GtTKNET,     1     "  * '  '    '    '     ! 

JOHU  BAZELWOOD,  r  i.  * 

GflOROB  ORD,  V  WtfdiM«rtli«PoH. 

aOA  BiOiLQOJK,  i  >  .[ 

.   Hia  BieeVeiicy  dia  Piwideat,  ft  4be  Hm'bk  Tbe  SayitiM  Sn- 
•nthaOowiflili 


COMMISSIONSl^S  Ql*  W4J3HINOXQN  (;;0IJiq7  TO  S(£0^r  Ae>IQTR0N(1 

•      *    1784. 

/.' 

iV^MiigloH  Otttsty^  July  Ml,  ir6<. 
Sir, 

Yoor  Circular  Letter  of  the  14th(  Apry  kBtfirQ  have  received, 
we  assure  you  that  we  are  Bimpofled  to  JDiackarge  the  trust  reposed 
in  us  with  the  Greatest  pwaetuality^  but  the  Distressed  situation  of 
our  ifin>Alier  Cbtuiiy  togeUier^  with  a  Dissposition  in  a  i^iuiibcv  bf 
people  for  n$m$  tWil  ,pfAl^  tOi  of(pfsm  t4a^li0n^  jpfJbw  OW  PBrtiess 
very  Difficult,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  Collect'  the  small  sum  of 
state  tax  laid  in  this  County  but  expect  to  have  it  done  yezy  sooui 
and  wtUtoattavnl  it  by  Idba  Etrbetl  .pnoHmt^i  . ,  r 

youp  most  obedient  humble  servantfl, 

GEORGE  MoCORMICK, 

IHreeied^  Gommisiioieift  «f  W.  C"^  ' 

B»bUo  dnrviee. 
.     Jbhn  ijHoAofiey  Jaa'Si  Ssii'i^  PbiUdMpI^  ) 

.  *  8ee  0ol.  Rto.,  V^L  ilf .,  pi  tW|  '     ' 

f  See  pag'286.  < 


Ephbaim  DouaiiASs  to  Prks.  Dxokinbok^  1784. 

.      .  UnioaToim,  11th  July,  1784. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  tho  eommandi  o|  jour  hoaoraU^  Board  of  ih» 
6th  of  June  la§t  I.toke  this  first  opportunity  of  infonning  Coandl 
that  there  hasj^  been  no  sheriff  for  the  Oooaty  of  Fayette  aeperate 
from  that  pf  Westmorelandi  the.  Sheriff  of  that  Opno^  continuing  to 
da  the  duty  of  that  office  in  this  as  before  the  division  and  no  bond 
hafbfen  takin  for  his  performance  of  it  in  this  oonnty  distinct  from 
the  other. 

Taking  it  for  certun  Gonncil  hare  been  informed  of  the  caplnro 
of  scmie  of  the  robbers  who  have  lately  persued  the  same  practices 
here  for  ^hich  they  fled  hither,  I  will  not  tronble  tiiem  with  the 
parli^ttkrs  of  that  transaotioa.  l&T^rj  thing  in  onr  power  has  been 
4one  to  discover  their  connections  in  this  qnarteii  without  my 
certainty  of  having  succeeded ;  several  haviB  been  apj^rehended  m 
inspicion  and  three  from  a  greater  concurrence  of  circumstaneei^ 
have  by  the  advice  of  the  Attorney  for  the  state,  been  recognized 
to  the  next  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  for  the  county.  The  others 
have  been  released  without  security. 

.:!  can  mak». no  other  communieations  of  importance  enough  to 
merit  the  attention  of  Oound),  unless  what  relates  to  the  Taxes  of 
this  county^  some  small  sums  have  been  collected  in  some  of  the 
iiM>nshipS|'*-OB0  of  thecoUectorahiM  been  robbed  of  what  he  had 
gathered  by  the  same  banditti,  it  is  thought,  who  ooumitted  tfia 
other  robberies  in  this  county, — some  attempts  have  been  made  to 
raise  the  money  by  the  sale  of  goods  taken  by  the  collectors  for  the 
'taxes,  but  no  one  would  bid  for  them.  Thus  the  laws  are  eluded 
without  being  openly  opposed. 

.With  tbet  utmost  raq^t  ibr  eivery  member  of  your  honorable 
body,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  fixcrileacy^B  . 

BMst  humble  and 
devoted  servant, 
IHr^Ud,  EPH&AIM  DOUaiiASS. 

fiis  ficoellency,  John  Dickinson,  Dsqimi  PMsident. 

1     • 

Wardens  of  PpitiPBiryHTA  to  Pbsb.  Dtoraram,  1784. 

.  Wardens'  Office,  Philadelphia^  July  IStii,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  Wardens  of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  beg  leave  to  inform  your 
Etcelleney  at^  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive  GouaeU,  that 
they  have  succeeded  in  placing  a  Beacon  on  the  shoal  called  the* 
Gross  Ledge  in  the  Bay  of  Delaware,  and  are  happy  in  a  linn  belief 
that  it  will  be  ^sund  .t«r  be  a  very  material  improvement  to  the 
navigation. 


Tbe  Wardeng  hope  to  be  ezcuaed  for  the  Liberty  they  find  them- 
selves under  of  again  requesting  the  attention  of  Coundl  to  their 
application  of  the  22d  June  last,*  for  a  supply  of  cash  to  enable  them 
to  continue  their  plan  of  improYement. 

They  also  bes  leave  to  inform  Council  that  the  Sloop  Delaware  ii 
now  in  port  and  shall  be  ready  to  attend  whenever  Council  may  be 
pleased  to  signify  their  pleasure.  If,  however,  Council  should  not 
have  occasion  for  her  before  Ten  or  Twelve  days,  it  will  afford  Uie 
Wardens  an  opportunity  of  employing  her  in  carrying  down  a  load 
of  Ballast  to  the  Beacon,  and  some  ou  for  the  Light  House,  which 
will  soon  be  wanted. 

The  Wardens'  accounts,  for  the  three  past  months  being  nearly 
prepared,  will  be  laid  before  the  Comptroler  Gen'l  immediately,  by 
which  their  expenditures  will  be  seen,  and  they  have  no  doubt  wiu 
be  found  to  be  made  with  proper  oeoonomyi  and  agreeable  to  the 
design  of  their  appointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect| 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient  k 

vary  humble  servant, 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

FBANS.  GURNBT,  P't. 
His  Bxdelleney  John  Diokinson,  ibq%  Prasid^t  of  the  Supreaa 
SxjBoatxfo  Couneil  of  the  State  of  Penaa. 


Wabdmb  or  PhzUlDilphia  to  Pbeb.  DicsjmsoN;  1784. 

Waidena'  Offioe,  Philadelphia,  July  23rd,  1784. 
Sir, 

'  The  Wardens  of  the  Port-  beg  leave  to  isfbrm  your  SKoeUeDoy  i 
the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Szecutive  Oomeil,  that  two  of  thenp 
Board  are  just  returned  from  viewing  the  proceedings  of  the  Oon» 
tractors  for  removing  the  Chevauz  de  Fiise,  and  it  is  with  pleasava 
they  communicate  that  the  Contractors  have  already  efieotually  t^ 
moved  fifteen  Frames  (a  list  whereof  is  Inclosed)  and  are  in  a  hit 
tray  of  removing  in  a  short  time  all  those  that  most  Obstruct  the 
Navigation  of  the  Biver. 

I  have  Uie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully; 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient 

and  very  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

JACOB  8.  HOWELL,  Sec'y. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickenson,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Coun<al  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

•SeepageM6.. 


SlTUASnON  OF  TU  GOSYAUZ  DX  FUZX  THAT  HAYB  BSn 

Xhrae  at  HUtngspori 
One  at  Fork  IsUaiL 
One  at  Bed  Sank. 

One  Bnoved  off  Timber  Greek  mo^iiu 
One  on  the  point  of  Leegne  Ifiland. 
Two  nt  JSftgle  pgint 
Three  at  Gfloucesier. 
One  bekir  ThoAiMeet'e  Wharf. 
One  en  Windmill  laland. 

One  bj  the  infbitnation  of  DCeeirs.  HoUingBWOrth  &  Doiia]daa% 
dejivered  to  &  qnt  up  bj  Mr.  Gwtraw* 


Bksolxjtion  of  CoNGBxsn,  1784. 

By  the  Oommittee  of  the  States. 

Jnly27, 1784. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  a  eommittee  of 
OnigreiB  i^n  thefar  oidef  of  the  17th  of  Jane  1783,  <^That  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  oonsiikr  what  fiirther  measnvai  may  be  naoea- 
eary  to  compel  persona  who  have  received  pnblic  monies  to  account^' 
Beport;  That  upon  inspecting  the  Journals  of  Congress  they  find, 
that  Congress  did  on  the  ^th  Febmaiy  1T82  resolve,  ^  Thai  it  be 
recommended  to  the  several  legislatures  of  these  United  States,  to 
make  provision  by  law  for  the  speedv  and  effeotual  recovery  from 
individuals,  of  debts  due  and  effects  belonging  to  the  United  Statea." 
Zhai  on  aeaxoUnff  the  fles  in  the  oSee  of  the  Seotetaiy  of  Co^^ness, 
yoar  Oemmittoe  do  not  find  that  any  of  the  legislatures  of  the  ie»' 
peetlve  ataies  have  made  the  provision  leeommMided  to  them  to  be 
aude  by  tiiie  said  resokitian  of  Congress;  foA  as  it  ia  the  opinion  of 
your  OommittQe,  that  the  intereat  of  the  United  States  hath  already 
snffered  greatly  for  want  of  snoh  provision  &  doth  require  that  it 
should  be  made  fay  the  several  k^slatures  witbout  loss  of  time; 
Therefore, 

Besolved,  That  it  be  most  earnestly  yeeommendod  to  such  of  the 
legislatures  of  these  United  States,  as  may  not  hyve  vet  complied 
with  the  said  recommendation  of  Congress,  to  enact  laws  in  com- 
pliance therewith,  aa  soon  as  miy  be,aMfor  empowering  such  person 
or  persons  aft  already  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  appointed  oy  the 
United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  for  that  purpose,  in  their  name 
and  in  their  behalf,  to  commence  and  to  prosecute  to  final  decreci 
judgement  &  execution  any  action  or  actions,  bill,  suit  or  phunt 
either  in  law  or  equity  which  may  be  proper  and  neoessary  not  only 
for  the  recovery  from  individiials  of  diebte  due  and  effects  belonging 


waaiszmssiiL  imxxpob  its£     '   hi 

to  Ike  ITtiitod  Statei ;  bat  to  reooTer,  aaovre  or  nunniaitt  «]ij'H|btB» 
proforties  or  interests  to  the  said  United  States  appertaining  or  fbv 
a«7  injnrjr  or  damages  whatsoever  whioh  tfae;f  hvre  snstaiiied  ov  may 
enstain  tlieiisin.  And  that  it  be  farther  recommended  to  the  legi»i 
kto^s  of  the  several  states  to  firame  any  act  or  aots  which  they  mi^ 
pass  in  pnrsnanee  of  the  foregoine  meommendation  in  snch  manner 
as  may  prodnee  a  speedy  &  effMtoid  decision  of  all  soch  bills,  action^ 
soitaor  phdnts  as  may  be  oommenoed,  sued  or  proseonted  for  tk« 
purposes  aforesaid. 

fc  OHA.  THOMSON,  jSee'y. 

Juljr  27th,  1784.  Pennsylvania.  Resohre  of  Oongress  for 
recovering  from  Individoals  debts  dna  and  effects  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 

2.  If  any  Law  has  been  passed  on  this  act  let  the  Secretary  send 
to  the  Secretary  of  Congress  a  Copy  of  the  act  entituled  "  an  act  for 
the  settlement  of  the  public  accoonts  of  the  United  States  Of 
▲mcncai  passed  March  20, 178d« 


Lt.  Wm.  Soott  to  CoaNCiL,  17^4. 

York,  Jnly  28th,  1784. 
Sir, 

On  the  24tb  instant,  I  rec'd  your  Circular  Letter,  and  in  compile 
ance  with  the  Order  of  Council,  send  the  following  Report  of  Arms, 
&C.,  in  oar  County,  -vis. : 

Seventy-five  Muaquets,  Twenty  Bayonets,  Eight  Cartoneh  Boxes, 
and  Eight  Canteens. 
.    .  am  with  due  respect. 

Your  most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 
•  WM.  SCOTT, 

Lieut,  of  Y.O; 
DirecUdf 

'   The  Honourable  John  Armstrong,  Bsqr.,  Secretary  in  Council, 
Philadelphia* 
Vaivr'd  pr.  Ool.  MiUer. 


Pus,  DiOKiNSoii  fo  Mnssna.  Born  anb  ABMsmoiiG,  1784.  " 

Li  Council,  July  2dth,  1784. 
Oentlemen, 

'  You  are  so  welT  acquainted  with  the  intentions  of  Council  in 
sppoin^ggFou  Contmissioners,  that  it  is  unneoessary  to  say  mvoh 
to  you  upon  the  oibjeeU    Yon  will  we  liia  ntmoat  diUgsne»  tQ  Itei 


am        jiwnsfsiLYhmjL  ijuasiva»  int. 

irard  Ihe  emkodjiag  and  eqntp^i^  of  ibe  MiHtia,  ao  tbai  'ih€j  mmj 
waarth  with  all  possible  ezpolitioiL  We  doubt  not,  but  ycm  wSl 
^ftotvally  gvaidy  that  in  their  moTemeiits  the  Troqpa  are  nol  es- 
Doeed  to  any  enrprittl;  and  that  the  Militia  of  the  CoontieB  ef 
Northampton  and  Northnmberhind  may  rapport  each  other.  Ye« 
viU  aet  in  such  manner  as  to  oonvinee  the  Insurgents  that  while  va 
are  determined  to  have  Jostiee  rendered  to  all  persons  withooi  dis- 
tinction, we  are  also  reaolyed  to  preaerre  peaoe  and  good  oider  wiUnn 
the  Commonwealth. 

If  this  end  cannot  be  attained  withou%  employing  force,  yon  will 

SVe  such  orders  as  shall  appear  to  you  most  advisable,  for  eseeathf 
to  laws  of  the  State,  and  impressing  a  just  Bespeet  for  Aem.^ 


Hon.  Ebw'o  Hand  to  Pass.  Dickinbon,  1784. 

AnnapoliS;  80th  Jul  j,  1784. 
Kr, 

I  this  morning  in  a  hurry  informed  your  Ezoelleaey  diat  an  e^ 
change  of  The  Ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  between  the  U. 
8.  k  6.  Britain  had  taken  place  the*12th  of  May  last  at  Paris— I 
should  have  said*  Pauyy  I  b^g  pardon  for  the  mistakoi 
k  am  with  much  respect 

your  Sxeell'y  most  obed't 

&  very  humble  serv't, 

SDWPHAND. 

His  EzoeH'y,  John  Dickinson,  Esq'r,  in;Ooanoil,  PhMadelphTa, 
.    Free  JBdw'd  Hand. 


OniGXBS  01*  PCNNSTLVANIA  LUIX  TO  PuS.  DiOKINBON,  1784. 

Sir, 

Phikdelpbia,  July  30th,  1784. 

The  officers  of  the  line  of  this  State  have  so  repeatedly  addressed 
the  Council  k  Legislature,  and  have  experienced  so  much  attentxon 
to  their  remonstrances,  and  their  distresses  have  been  so  often  re- 
lieved, that  it  is  with  diffidence  we  again  resume  a  suhjeet  whid 
cannot  but  be  troublesome  to  you,  and  wo  aaBUte.yott  it  is  pauifid 
to  us. 

We  have  reason  to  think  it  has  been  a  prevailing  opinion  that  the 
Troops  of  this  State  have  rectiyed  greater  advances  £mai  the  Stste 
than  those  of  any  other.  The  contrary  will  appear  from  the  indoeed 
papers,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

To  the  Virtue  of  the  men  in  this  State,  in  labouring  to  snppori 
the  Confederation  by  their  attention  to  Continent^  measures  alone, 

*  9ee  their  appofntmeni  as  OonnnissionerB,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  168.  The  fbre» 
gnla^appMr  to  be  ilMit  insirttotiens,  Imt4tfa  not*: 


IBINBTSYIKIA  ABOHITliB  Yltt  Mt 

do  ve  atiribiite  their  qnota  of  Troops,  bebg  left  BO.maoh  in  arrears. 
We  are  as  deeply  impressed  as  perhaps  any  set  of  men,  with  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  still  supporting  the  Federal  Union,  bat 
we  hopei  now  that  the  danger  is  at  last  removed  to  a  greater  distance 
than  when  die  War  existed,  particular  attention  from  the  several 
States  to  the  distresses  of  tbeir  own  Citizens  will  not  be  attended 
with  bad  consequences.  Sound  policy  as  well  as  Justice  points  out 
the  propriety  of  all  public  servants  being  treated  impartially.  We 
apprehend  this  cannot  be  done  in  the  present  situation  of  the  aflfairs 
of  the  United  States,  in  any  other  mode  than  by  the  several  States 
adopting  ways  &  means  to  bring  their  own  Citizens  on  a  level  with 
'  their  sister  States,  in  money  matters — on  this  head  we  shall  only 

*  add  that  we  consider  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  State  far  behind 

I  the  public  Creditors  of  this  or  any  other  State. 

The  Act  of  Assembly  for  appropriating  a  Tract  of  land  for  the 
Troops,  we  conceive  requires  sundry  amendments,  which  will  doubt- 
I  less  occur  to  you  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  turn  to  it. 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe  your  Excellency  &  Council  are 

t  disposed  to  give  your  influence  to  reasonable  &  just  measures,  and 

I  shall  not  therefore  trouble  you  with  any  further  detail,  nor  presume 

i  to  point  out  a  mode,  but  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  such 

steps  as  you  shall  judge  most  expedient. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellenoy*s  most  obedient  servants, 

A'  S'  CLAIR^ 
[  ANTr  WAYNE, 

W»  IRVINE, 
i  Directed;  RICH*  BUTLER. 

His  Ezoellenoy,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire. 


CoMinssiOHBBs  or  WB8T«(»tsLAND  Co.  TO  Pbxs.  BlOKIirBOirj 

1784. 

Westmoreland  County,  Aug't  5th,  1784. 
Honorable  Gentlemen, 

Inclosed  we  send  you  the  Depositions  of  the  Collector  of  Spring- 
bill  Township  &  hopes  you  will  proceed  in  it  as  you  in  your 
Wisdoms  shall  think  meet,  Mr.  Wm.  Jack  the  bearer  one  of  the 
^  Commissioners  can  inform  your  Honors  more  particularly  the  cir- 
'  eumstances  of  the  County. 

VTe  are  with  the  greatest  respect 
,  your  Honors  most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  Servants, 

JOSEPH  McGARRAUGH, 
.  ALEX.  BARE, 

^Direciefif   .  Commiss'rs. 

His  Excellencv,  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
ravorcdbjT  Mr.  Wn^.  jack.  ^ 

*  Sw  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  161.  ' 


MA        nrnttensVAsiA  ABcaRnrinft 


No.  1.  Deposition  or  James  Bell,  1784. 

Fayette  County  Ss. 

The  examination  of  James  Bell  of  Oeoree  Township  and  Coqo^ 
aforesaid  taken  on  oath  before  me  the  sabscriber  a  Josiice  of  the 
peace  in  &  for  s'  County  the  5th  Day  of  June^  1784,  who  aaith  that 
in  the  ni^ht  between  the  2d  and  3d  days  of  this  Inst,  he  being  m 
the  Dwelling  House  of  Philip  Jenkins  CoHector  of  the  Township  of 
Springhill  in  s'  County  and  about  nine  o'Clock  of  the  same  night 
Came  in  three  men  with  pistoles  Cocked  in  their  hands  who  Did 
yiolently  assault  &  Beat  him  the  s'  Jenkins  and  Demanded  hii 
Dublieate  and  money  with  their  Cocked  pistols  at  his  Breast  and  he 
got  up  &  went  to  the  Room  where  his  Dublieate  was  while  one 
stayed  and  kept  said  Deponent  on  his  seat  but  he  understood  they 
BoWd  s'  Jenkins  of  his  Dublieate  warrant  k  money  k  threatenii^ 
if  Ever  he  had  any  Concern  mtii  the  Business  they  would  burn 
Jliim  &  all  he  had^  or  if  any  other  persons  had  any  Concern  witb  it 
they  would  do  so  to  them,  one  of  them  was  a  Tall  man  witli  % 
Hunting  shirt  on,  another  was  of  a  middle  size,  had  on  a  Hunting 
shirt  and  trowsers,  the  other  was  a  less  si^ed  man  with  a  Hunting 
shirt  &  Trowsers  on  and  all  their  &ces  were  streaked  with  BladL 

JAMES  BELL. 

Taken,  made  &  signed  the  Day  &  year  above  written  before  meu 

ROBERT  RICHEY. 


No.  2.  DxposinoM  of  Philip  Jenkins,  1786. 

Fayette  County  Ss.  . 

The  Examination  of  PhHip  Jenkins,  Collector  of  Springhill 
,Towii8bip>  Coan^  afbres'd,  Taken  upon  Oath  before  aie  a  jnataee  of 
the  peace  in  and  for  s'  County  the  seventh  Day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1784,  who  saith  that  in  the  Night  Between  the  2d  and  3d  Day  of 
this  Instant  Between  9  &  10  o'clock  of  the  same,  there  suddenly 
Rush'd  in  at  the  Door  of  my  Dwelling  house  three  men  each  one 
having  in  one  hand  a  Pistol  in  the  other  a  Club,  and  as  quick  as  the 
step'd  on  the  floor  Each  one  Cock'd  his  pistol  (and  all  the  family 
together  was  sitting  before  them  and  also  some  others  that  had  come 
to  accompany  us  sitting  up  with  a  sick  Child  then  in  the  Cradle^ 
then  they  said.  Every  one  sit  still  the  first  that  moves  is  a  Dead 
person,  then  turning  their  faces  right  to  me  said  where  is  the  man 
of  the  House  with  that  they  step'd  towards  me  and  said  here  is  the 
Rascal  and  Deliver  up  your  Duplicate  and  papers,  with  that  gave  me 
a  stroke  on  the  head  and  I  said  pray  give  me  time  and  got  up  to  go 
into,  the  Room  to  get  the  papers  ana  two  of  them  followed  me  and  I 
save  them  the  Duplicate  and  warrant,  now  said  they  Deliver  your 
Cash,  then  said  I  my  Cash  or  what  I  have  Collected  is  so  trUling 
it  is  not  worth  your  while  to  Robb  me,  you  Damn  Rascal  said  they 


BontB  t^nd  to  prate,  and  with  that  did  most  violently  Beat  me  with 
their  (Hubs  on  my  head,  then  I  pnlPd  oat  what  I  had  in  my  Pocket 
and  eaid  Dont  abnae  me  in  snch  a  manner  there  is  the  money,  then 
they  said  give  us  more.  I  said  I  had  none,  with  that  the  held  their 
Cock'd  Pistoles  to  my  jBreast  and  swore  saying  they  would  Blow  me 
tiiro'y  while  the  Pistoles  was  at  my  Breast,  I  said,  Gentlemen  Do  not 
I  beg.  of  yon  take  all  my  money  for  if  you  want  to  stop  the  tat 
lifting  your  haveing  the  papers  is  sufficient  and  Do  not  be  so  Cruel, 
then  they  grew  furious  and  again  Beat  me  and  said  give  us  your 

fistol  I  said  I  own'd  none  upon  which  one  of  them  said  to  the  other, 
seen  him  have  one,  then  I  said,  it  was  none  of  mine  and  that  it 
was  Col.  Gaddis's,  upon  whieh  they  said  Gaddis  was  a  Clever  fellow 
he  Deliver'^  ap  Uke  a  man  but  I  was  a  Damn'd  Bascal,  I  Deny'd 
what  I  had  and  then  made  me  show  them  the  pistol,  then  they  swoi[e 
they  would  search  all  the  House  but  they  wou'd  have  all  the  money 
and  accordingly  one  of  them  set  about  it  with  a  Candle  in  one  hand 
and  his  pistol  and  Club  under  his  arm  while  the  other  two  meti 
kept  guard  and  when  this  Searcher  for  the  tax  found  the  mobey  it 
made  him  merry,  see  here,  said  he  taking  np  a  handful  of  Crowns 
what  a  heap  and  the  Damn'd^  Rascfd  Deny'd  it,  thus  he  went  on 
and  ses^had  Every  plaoe  in  the  House  till  he  found  aU  the  money 
both  publiok  and  Private  that  was  in  the  house  and  then  all  three 
Btobd.  be/Bace  me  and .  lAaMnanded  of  me  if  Ever  I  would  have  anv 
more  to  JDo  with  tax  gathering,  I  said  I  Did  not  think  I  shoWi 
yon  Baton  aon  of  a  hitch,  saya  they,  if  you  do  t^  Ooile^ting  any 
'  more  and  Diaireaaing  for  the  tax  you  will  be  a  Dead  man  and  we 
will  bum  all  yon  have,  God  Damn  yon,  says  they,  we  have  great 
mind  now  to  smash  you  to  the  Earth  and  Hft  np  theit  Cluba^  but 
only  one  beat  me  and  he  not  on  my  head  but  on  my  aide,  saying, 
the  first  man  that  is  coneern'd  with  tax  gathering  is  or  shall  Be  a 
Dead  man,  they  also  Robb'd  me  of  a  pocket  Bottle,  my  Rasor  and 
some  soap,  one  of  them  was  a  man  abouf  six  foot  or  more  Large 
Eyes  inclining  to  clear,  large  nose  and  mouth  and  Remarkable  long 
neck,  having  on  a  hunting  shirt,  yellowish  under  jacket  having  bis 
middle  tied  wi^  a  spoted  handkerchief  Bed  and  white  woolen  over- 
alls, and  the  other  was  a  middle  siz'd  man  with  Trowsers  and  hunting 
ahirt  on,  the  other  was  something  less,  had  on  a  trowsers  and  hunting 
shirt,  they  all  had  their  faces  streak'd  with  Black  two  of  them 
Could  speak  Dutoh,  one  had  they  Dutoh  Dialect  on  his  tongue,  Biit 
I  knew  them  not,  nor  had  no  auapieion  who  they  were  by  their  voice 
or  fe^tureay  the  sum  of  money  that  was  public  property  that  Lwaa 
Robb'd  of  was  twenty  one  pounds,  fifteen  shilling  and  seven  penoe, 
mj  money  was  about  forty  ahillings. 

PHILIP  JENKmai 
(The  above  Wrote  by  the  Deponent  *  swore  to  boftnn  wm, 

JOSEPH  McGABRADOH. ' 


cot  PSttSStLYAmA  ASCfitVIS  »84l     . 

COUNOIL  OF  CXNSOES  TO  PRX&  DxC&INSONj  1784. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  b;^  Coancil  to  write  to  yon  for  the  minutes  of  t&t 
Council  of  safety*  acting  under  a  Law  passed  the  13th  dmj  of 
Oetober,  1777  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  Resolution,  (via.) 

"  Sesolved,  That  the  Prest.  do  write  to  the  Honble.  ExeeatiTS 
Council  to  famish  this  Council  with  the  minutes  of  the  Council  fli 
Safety  aetiag  under  a  Law  passed  the  13th  October,  1777. 
I  am  Sir, 
your  very  Humble  Serranti 

JOSEPH  HART,  Presi'dt  Pro.  Tern. 

Directed f 

John  Dickinson  Esquire,  President,  and  the  Supreme  ExeeutiTe 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Angt  6th;  1784. 


GouNCiL  or  Cknsors  to  Pnisi  Diokinson,  1784. 

Chamber  of  the  Coonoil  of  OeoscttB,  Augost  7th,  1784. 
■Sir, 

Porsufint  to  a  Resolution  of  t^e  Counoil  of  CeDSora,  I  reqMit 
your  Etoelleney  and  the  Honorable  the  Oonneii  to  transmit  to  this 
Council  the  Book  or  Books  in  which  the  Minutes  respeeting  Oob- 
fiscated  Property  are  kept, 
with  great  respect, 
I  am  your  Excellency's  k  the  Honble. 

the  Council  most  obed.  &  humb.  Serrt. 

JOSEPH  HART,  Prest.  Pro.  Tern.* 
Jndofed, 

[Read  and  the  book  requested  deld.  to  the  Secy.] 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Honble.  the  Snpreme 
Executive  Council. 


Messrs  Bowen  akd  Bsattt  to  Pass.  Diokihsok,  1784. 

PhQada.,  Augt  13th,  1784. 

Sir, 

We  are  sorry  to  infiorm  your  Exeellency  in  Council  that  wehaiv 
been  mistaken  in  ealculatins  the  necessary  time  for  issuing  the 
final  settlement  Certificates  m  the  City.  The  number  of  ongiosl 
proprietors  applying  here  greatly  exceed  our  expectationa  the  many 


FMKtsnTBXui.ABamra^rmA        587. 

insMfiAnrtiMis ^laii^amtikfeii plkde ib  1i» Line*  Teti<lBr  iHi  ^tfafdh 
for  indi^Hchal  a^oodts  in  the  diffmntReffU.  and  at  difftrmtperwdi 
UfUtoxkB  k  pwsU&^y  fciii  lAwlkinord  6oIi^bcD:po««n  of  itttom^j  mad  ^ 
UunteB  are  ^rodiMoed;  ^hieliMl  kbm  «reoite  mtter,  of  thcBo  ure  hava'* 
rai^ierod  mbrei  UiaBittgM;  huhdied  aisd  more  arB^ai]j<ooiBfiiiglD.': 
Wa  liave  endmiFaiirad  to  ptt  o|E  DBSuiiifi^  to  tbe  pvrehaaeia  'till  the  i 
original  proprietors  who  continue  to  crowd  on  us  decreaaeiia  Bninri 
beriiftd^eaiedneeMantly  importuned  &  sometimes  threatened  by 
BMflatprSi  some  of  whose  demaiida  on  us  wi^A,  ^a  .aeve^i4«rB 
to  settle.  '  .   -  : 

For  these  reasons  we  beg  Council  to  giye  sanction  to  the  follow*! 
ing  times  &  places  of  issue  instead  of  those  wc^l^ve  adyertizedt  afid 
^9  Witt  fll>a?«  no  ppntia  pte.tixielj  4  ffiwtdl  AOtioe  of  tiie 
aJtecatioD.  ,  i 

In  Philada.  to  Sept.  ^.  » 

'  «t  Eaaton  from.  Sept.  13th  tp  the  19th.  . 

1  at  Beading  from  Sept.,  22d  to  Octa  3d.     .     ;    ,  ,,      , 

at  Lebanon  from  Oct9.  (fit  to  the  18th.  i 

atXano^ter  from  Octo.'l5th  to  the  24th. 
9ki  Tork'town  from  Octo.  26th  to  Nov.  7th.  ^ 

at  Carlisle  from  Not.  10th  to  the  25th.  « 

-We^haveooftiBoltad  someGeAtlenieB  who  ire  bf  o^idi^UliatH  is 
not  necessarv  for  us  to  attend  at  Fort  Pitt^aUd  afe  ibd  MMon  will  W 
fir  adiviioed  w«  Bee  Goan^il  to  ^spende  with  6ur  ailtenc^ce' the^e. 
We  haPM  tbe  ]l<mor  to  be^    i  .    ' 

your  Excellency's  most  obt.  Hbble.  Servts. 
-       T.  B.  BOWEN,!  .    . 
E.  BEATTY.     ]  ^f^' 
Directed^  .  T 

^  His  JS«c&lIency>  John  Diokinsonj  Esq.,  president  in  Council. 


'  DsFOBinok  BBBPiuniiro  Aahoh  Doan^,  1784. 

The  following  persons  whose  names  areheneunto  annexed,' preying 
thb  identity  of  a  Certain  Aaron  Doan  fbrmerly  pf  Bucks  County  in 
the  province  of  t^ennsylvatiia  taken  in  Baltimore  County,  Maryland, 
by  Capt'n  Joseph  M^Clennan  ii  Aambs  OgdeU*  as  the  jproscribed 
Aaron  Doan  by  thd  proclamation  of  the  Honourable  the  Council  of 
&iB  Comtuonif^ealth  bearing  date  the  13*^  day  of  September,  IT^I^j 
ii-easfrtllows— taken  Augjjsf  14%  1784.  '^ 

M^  Mark  Walpeny.  dkyeth  that  he  cannot  say  Certainly,  that  he 
U  the  Aaf on  Doan  pros<nribed,.but  is  Certain  that  tl^e  prisoner  is  the 
reptited  son  of  Joseph  Doan  of  the  Township  bf  Plcfmst^  in  Bucks 
Oounty  A  hath  Knowledge  o^said  Doan  about  thirteen  years  since 
and  further  sayeth  not.  > 

MABK  HAPBinr. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  lYol.  XIV.,  p.  170»  aad  page  848  of  this  Vol. 
Vol.  X.--26 


OufkF  Bbberi  iStbni/  avfetf,  i  hsre  knowB  <ii«  prhoM 
Boui .  a^  prosoribed  m  ihn  Prookmation  of  ibe  Monounible  tbs 
OduoiI  of  the  OoamonwMkh  of  Famtylitrnkk  bttring  dale  tUi 
llhirtbeiilh  ^  SaptMber,  1788,  «ri  kaW'd  him  from  |U8  «hi^^ 
baTingUboiired  far  me  tone  time  A  that  ke  the  Aid  Amron  is  tbe 
repated  aott  of  Joeegh  Doaft  the  ISder,  of  Bpoks  Oomrtgr  m  the  State 
of  PeBoaylTania. 

BOB'TOIBBQN. 

Dmie  in  the  goal  of  the  OHj  asid  Ooonty  of  Philad'a,  Angiiet  14* 
1784. 
Present, 

Tho8.  TjuHTTotij  Bnft 

I  cb  hereby  eertify,  thai  Heesn.  ST^k  Halfoennj  ft  Bohert 
Gibson,  being  seyerally  sworn  on  the  holj  STangeusts  of  Aim^tj 
God,  did  depose  &  say,  that  th^  eqntentp  of  what  they  hare  Veft»c^ 
on  the  other  side  of  this  leirf*,  respeetiTely  subsoribed,  are  jxnt  ft  true 
to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  |nd  belief  Given  nnder  my  haiid  at 
Phihidelphia,  this  Uth  dfkj  pf  Atigtttt;  4784. 

THO.  M«KJ5AN. 

AngMl  16tb,  1784.  CevtiBQato  atii  depeaitioiis  rolatisg  to  Amib 
DoBQ,  an  attainted  Irayton 

Bead  in  Goanoil,  Aognat  16th,  1784,  ft  order  drvm  in  Sum  if 
Captain  Joseph  HcGlellan  apd  Amos  Ogdctt  for  £800  0  0. 


To  all  whom  these  May  oonoem : 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  haye  Beceiyed  by  the  Hands  of  Captain 
Joseph  M*Cleland  and  Amos  Ogdett,-The  Body  of  a  certain  Aaron 
Doane  committed  To  my  j^eeping  by  The  H^ora^  Thomas 
M"Kean,  Esquire,  Dootor  of  Laws  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylyanin,  who  oonleaseth  this  THky  that  he  is  the  Son 
of  Joseph  Doane,  the  Elder  Ute  of  Buoks  county  and  brother  To 
Joseph  Doane  the  Younger,  Now  under  Sentence  of  Death  in  the 
county  of  Bucks  and  that  he  is  the  same  Aaron  Doane  Named  in  th^ 
Proclamation  Issued  by  tiis  Excellency  The  Pr^ndeut  apd  the 
^jP^me  Ezecutiye  Council  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
fiforesaid,  and  he  the  said  Aaron  sayeth  There  is  no  other  Aaron 
Peane  but  himi^lf  and  that  he  saw  his  Nan^e  in  with  his  Brothers 
and  others  in  the  same  Proclamation,  and  t  haye  his  Body  Now  in 
the  Gtoal  of  the  CUj  and  Couixtj^  of  Philadelphia,  August  ihe  14th 

JlQ!^N  BSYNOJ.DS,  Geoler.* 


Countersigned  by 
Thos.  ll«EtA9r/ 
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FfmvaanhY^^mA;  Asmrrm  iiu.: 


fl»* 


RkTTTRN  Of  OfJIOERS  Of  HiLtTIA;  CUMBBBLAND  CoUNTT. 

A  Behiiii  of  (he  ntMOaes  and  Bank  of  t1)e  offieen  of  <h0  M{Ktia  of 

Gumberland  Oottnl^.      * 


No.         First  Battal*. 

Captains. 

1st.  ^amos  Sajera, 

2d. 

8d.    William  DunnDDi 

4th.  Thomas  Laird, 

5th. 

6th.  John  M'Ooraiick, 

7th.  William  Wiley, 

8th.  James  Bell. 


Jit*  Col>  Bam^  Ivwin.  Maj' John  M'])<rpa)d. 


Lieutenants. 
JumnB  Brooks^ 

Jawefi  Giffon, 
Robert  M"Mcan^ 

Sam^  Clendeniag, 
Thorn*  Warton, 
David  Walker. 


Enrfgng. 


John  Bell, 
Thomas  Starr, 

David  Bell, 
John  Noble^ 
Mathias  Bailor. 


Second  BattaDion.  Ltt  Ool^  BatP»  Jack.    M^aFJohaHaDida^i 


Ist.  William  Bannells, 

2d.  William  Smithy 

8d.  Thomas  McDowell, 

4th.  Joseph  Onlbertson, 
5th. 

6th.  Pliilip  Dayiss, 

7th.  John  U'CopQell, 

8th.  Samnel  Patton. 

Third  Ba^aliQn. 

1st.  William  Siranoej, 
2d.    WilH^u  Lindsay, 
8d,   John  Garolbersi 
4th.  Thomas  Kennedy,* 
5th.  Will**Dennejr, 
6th.  James  Douglass, 
7th. '  Thomas  Brisliae,    - 
8th.  James  Irwin. 

FonHh  Batt*. 

Ist  ATathew  Thompson, 
2d. 

8d.  Alexander  PacMes^ 

4th.  Noab  Ai^ham, 

5th.  William  Strain^ 
6th. 'Sai&i  Walker, 

7th.  Wiieam  Elder^ 

ikh.  Will*  Hooriioad. 


Bobert  Thompson, 
Jeremiah  Rankin, 
8am'  M«Ilhatton, 
S^iibiBii  QiHespey, 

W*  DuJB(Bld,  J|in% 
James  Caldwell^ 
David  Sheilds. 


James  Sf  oore, 
Joseph  ^le, 
Bdward  Welsh, 
WilJiiMB  Sharp, 

Samuel  Doqgjiarty, 
Joha  OfUdw^O; 
John  Dougharty. 


Lt«  CotVThoi  Qi|>son.Majov  J^hn  Joida». 


Sam>  Woods, 
Robert  Oampble, 
John  J^ve, 

William  Wallftce, 
Abraham  Line, 
David  Williamson, 
San^uel  Stuart, 
John  Patterson^ 


Robert  M-Bride, 
William  Harvey, 
Beorj  Gtsf e^ 

Philip  Miller, 
William  piper, 
Martin  Botinei*, 
Robert  Barkley, 
Qeorge  Jieffever. 


L^O**  R>«  Ctilbertson.  Major  laaae  Miller, 
Alex*'  Thompson,    James  Jdii^jof^    . 


"tk^  Cajmnlna, 

ArohibaU  Elliott, 
Theophilus  Ces;ia| 
James  Johnston, 
John  Andersoni    ^ 
Robert  Qoigky, 


Jae^  Millfron, 
Robert  Mf  Connell, 
William  Scot^,_ 
Thomas  Barr;  \ 
^ohn  Camblei    '  ^ 
Dkivid  Simeral. 


9^ 


P&NJrsYtViAKlA'  /Mmtmsb^  1784: 


.:.  :  ..  Captains. 
Fifth  Battalion. 

lit.,  Bo^Et  fyxA^. 
2d.    John  Buchanan; 
84.    Edwf:Gr?kham8| 
4th.  Ji^efl  Milief^ 
5th.  Mjiobaellfiarshali 
6th.  John  Beattey, 
7th.  William  Trusdale^ 
8th.  Jo>n  Gill; 

8ixih  Battalion. 
Ist   Marshal  Standlj; 
2d.    Hugh]  MeOte)t#l>i 
8d.    James  Marftain^ 
4th.  Jmnes  M«Glttre^ 
5th.  Richard  Coalter; 
6du  JukMS.Btais^ 
7tk.  WiUiaiv  Holt,  ^ 
8th.  Alex' Bobiaon;, 

a^revOi  Batldion. 
Oaptains. 
Ist.  James  Hfirrall. 
2d.  •  Speneiiia  Hart^ 
8d.   James  Moore. 
4th. 
5th. 

6^.  John' Sttrart, 
7th.  John  Kiiddle, 
8th.  XiU*^  Wilwn, 

BigMh  BatUllon. 

Ist.  Th'o*  Johnston, 

2d.  Hugh  Wiley, 

8d.  John  M^Conkej, 

4th.  Jacob  Stotlar, . 

5th.  Daniel  Clapsadler, 

ett  WiU- Bfenryhm, 

7^L  John  Andrews,, 
8th.  John  Stht.        • 


.    ..    lieut**. 
L*  C*»  Dav*  Mitchell. 

J^n^  M'^Xmreiji 
Jaipes  M'Cabc^ 
John  Richardson, 
Ikniel  M'Clintock, 
Francis  Cowan, 
Will-  Galbreath, 
James  Blaine^ 
Sam^  Logan, 

L»C»»A«*M*Ilbattoii. 
George  Mitchel, 
Joseph.  Qoaltefy 
Joseph  Adams,  * 
Moses  ThoDiipsan, 
James  Dickson, 
Robert  liodibioife, 
John  Lyons,.  , 
'  George  pratton. 

}*t*Col*W-M*Coy. 

Lietitenahts. 
Will-  Stuart,  . 
Peter  lantner, 
John  Keams, 


En^giw. 
Major  James  Fisher. 

James  OCoer, 
Will-  Rodgers, 
James  AUen, 
Robert  M*Kee, 
WiU»  Graham, 
James  Beattey, 
Aiohib^  LowdoB, 
John  Grardner. 

.  Major  RoV  Meana.] 
Henry  Huble, 
JobnBeed, 
Andrew  SmaU^ 
John  Boatty, 
William  BrattoD;  J'. 
John  Kelly, 
James  Narey, 
Jacob  Surabar. 

M^B^M«Calli8ter. 

Bnsigns. 
John  R^ispn, 
James  Neiison^' 
Samuel  Other, 


't'ranoM  Tnness,  John  MHOotmell, 
Will'i'  BV)dl9»  .  Stephen  Teutiiii, 
Will-*  Haidy,         .  D^id  iOhjtmu 

Lt*  Gpl«  Ja»  t^ng,  |l>  Ifer^  Campble, 

Richard  M'Leoe,    '  John  IrwiB^ 
Archibald  XbompsoxiJohB  WiUuns, 
Pe^  Snjder,  J^n'.  Moses  Blakboni, 


Samuel  StoiUri. 
tho-  Wallace, 
WiU-DoHii^,- 
Peter  Ppnebnck. 


Janftea  Rc^isqo, 
John  Young, 
Jiam^s.  M«Ii2ire; 
Joseph  Thorn. 


'  Qfi^«9  of  the  IWtop  tf  U^  PiAgo0i8< 
'    Ckptain.  ;  iW*.    ,  Cornet, 

John  Johnston!     '  John  MfCordyj.        (ThomBs  Alesajider. 
I  do  herel^y  Certi^r  that  the  Aoteiii  a;  true  Raikfam  ef  the  offiosrt 
of  Cumberkud  CbaAty  Militk  as  &r  atf  £  got  retoms,  or  was  «ble  to 

*  ReMetfdiioeetheMeatioa. 


«f»te  ^wwttiiieBis  ftt.tUa  tittle  igiwi^aBdtr'fliy  faaai  \bm  ]«iMb> 
...<'/.!  •  .AB'^MIIIEH,  •' '  I   '! 

Febraanr  2»ied;  1784;  Cnmberland  G«ucly)*  Betam  of  Militia 
OSdM/ Oosi^  isatied. 

Copy.  .«  ,'      '    ••    i 

DsLVQATis  IN  C!oNGRX8S.-=-^E£M6yAL  ov  Papkbs.  fto.,  1784. 

Whereas  the  honorable  the  Delegates  from  the  States  of  New 
HalDDpAiiSe^  VmamthuBMB  k  .Ifew  Jersey,  did  on  Wednesday,  the 
Eleventh  day  of  the  present  month  of  Angosti  leave  the  GitTdf 
.Aiknapditf^'wid  set  mi%  for  thelp  rsspestiTe  ko^iesi  wheM^-the 
OotDiuttte  of  the  States  hath'  been  ndaced  to  -a  namMr  inioAeiiBit 
(to  do  any  manner  of  burinessu 

.  And  nhireas  the  ooatinuaned  to  meet  from  day  to  day  «f'tkiD 
^mauong  memboBBi  wkhoat  the  power  ta  jdo  any  p!|Uior.aot^  wiU 
be.«nniBeBiai7y  teid  .astheydo  arst  cosoeil^  themis  tha  amaliflst 
hope  that  a  snfficient.niimber  df  Delegstea  eao  agaMi  bf  asBtmUa^ 
Jii  Annapolis  .Iti  ^ahla.  the  Oommittoe  of  <tlia  Stales  te  frodeeA  to 
business  before  the  time  ap|K>i&ted  for  the.  meeting  of  Congr^sSy  pn^ 
Buant  to  their  a^joammeiit,  and  H  is.  pBoper  that  the  publio  papers 
&  pbdoitb  AcfM  be  rettbved  as  speedily  as  may  be  to  PhiladetpUh, 
till  offices  can  be  prepared iforUMte  noiptiett  at  'Tfentoli.  •  The 
undersigned  Delegates  have  roooiQmepded  to  the  Secretary  of  Con- 
gress to  take  order  for  the  immediate  removal  and  safe,  arrangep^ent 
and  dispoMw  of  tlie  Paipers  A  records  of  Congress:    * 

^napolis;  State  of  Maryland,  Thursday,  19th  August,  1784. 
'  (Signed,)  '.        S.'  HARDY,  Delegate  from  Virginia^,; '^^ 
1      .  •  '     '  '  :mdGA«imAii<»f  tW'Coniir** 

BDWD.  QAND^  •       »    • 

Ddegate  £r6m.  Pen^yWa*.      '         ^ 
'  •  •     JBHBM^H  T.  OHASB, 

Delegate  from  Maryland.  '' 

"      RICffD  DOBBS  SPAIGHT, 

Delegate  from  N.  Carolina. 
.     ,  JACOB  BEAD,  ,N  \ 

.    ,.     PsJegfte63onS/^aroJiJD#._.  J., 
WM.  HOUSTOUN,  * 
...  Delegate  from  Gkor^ 

The  Undersigned  Delegates  have  also  advised  the  Chairman 
fortiiwjtb  t6  MtO'to^tb^'Sop^ome  J&tetni^'ot  the  several  States 
unrepresented  in  the  Committee  of  the  States,  informing  them'"<(( 
ilie:aclnBl  rftuaiton  of  the  CofDmitW)  ft  of  this  fFrdseiit  dispesiiion 
lef  (he  pi^  A  i^seoM*  of  CongivsS)  tfaet  they  iMj  feipeoiifely  4ebd 


foHmid  tt  deknila  to  «k  OHv  of  imfaicb.,  «r  lo  VlMtw^ 
papers  ft  reoor£  of  Congress  snail  have  beein  pre¥ic«dj  F 
that  plaoe^  iH  dHer  iMat  a  Committee  of  the  States  may  be  i 
blei  mod  h6  anhbkd  as  earlj  as  possible  to  proceed  to  buiiitlw. 

BICH'D  D0BB8  AEAIOHT. 
JACOB  BRAD, 
WIL  H0U8T0K. 
igth  Ang'ty  1784. 


0OT.  dABBlBON,  OV  Ya.,  TO  PBBS.  DICKINSON,  1784. 

Yirgima  in  CoitMl^  Avgotfl  21^  17»4. 
Si?- 

1  oMd.aeyer  prdoure  a  oopy  of  the  Entliss  tnada  with  the  St^ 
lejorof  Tobpnnia  Oinmtjfar  the  Lands  which  hate  fidlen  into 
your  btate,  till  late  last  night,  which  pats  it  oat  of  ay  power  to 
Ikilterd  them  to  jronr  Bxtoslfene^  by  this  pest,  as  it  is  ttfteessasy  to 
teserra  a  Copy  of  tfaeti  I6r  fear  of  aocidents  in  the  eoareyaaee.  I 
will  osrtainly  da  niyself  the  hener  io  trioismii  them  by  the  ftSBSt 
pM  if  no  ftvnkB  oppottmiity  should  offer  vsoDsr^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sentimenitft  of  the  SMt  perliiit 
tstenwii  ^oor  fiiosUcncy's  mesi  cfapdisni 

.  and  mo(Sl  bumble  Berwiii 
JHrpsted,  VWJ.  HABBI80N. 

His  BtoeUtoey  Pmide&t  KoUnsoti. 


MSBSBS.  BOWXN  AN9  BsATTY-TO  iPftUL   DlOKIJia9H|  1784. 

Phflada.,  Attg.  2«th,  1784. 

We  8^  eontiwae  so  P^datly  bntHed  in  business  that  we  must 
intreat  the  indulfenoe  of  C<Miticii  to  d^fer  giving  in  our  answer  to 
the  Memorial  of  MesM.  Bttdfbrd  &  Power  till  to-morrow. 

This  favor  of  one  day  mere  will  add  to  the  many  obligations 
already  bestowed  on. 

Sir,  your  tizcellenoies  &  the  Councils 
Most  obedient  servants. 

T.  B.  BOWKN, 
Directed,  E.  BEATTY. 

His  Exodenc jf"  the  Ftesideni  in  Council. 


Gov.  HAKftiso!!  OF  Va.  IX)  Pebb.  Diokinson,  1784. 

Yirgbui^  Cduaeil  Ohttnber^  Auguflt  28^  1784« 
Bir> 

I  have  the  honor  to  eaclose  yon  %  Ccfpy  of  the  Entries  vmJs 
with  0^  Commiasien^sft  appoiuted  by  an  AiOt  of.die  AssemUyef 


I  ibis  Stele  ip  >fnr^lT79».'te  ihe  peip^se  of  jiHIKm  the  titkB  of 

\  clumen  to  unpatented  Liinds  under  the  present  and  former  govem- 

I  ment,  pvavi^uB  tp  (iie  JBcitikUiahiffent  of  the  Commonwealth's  Land 

I  Oflce;;  and  alfo  the  Bairies  made  with  the  Sttryeyors  of  the  Goun< 

ties  of  YohoganUy  Mop^onfldia  &  Ohio. 
I  Your  EzceUenoy  V^ill  fid  by  searching  inlo  the  tlntrles  thit  m 

ebiM  iftHtancea  the  eluinaflt^  have  made  theilr  Entries  both  With 

iMe  Gb9lniiii^#rrf  n»A  Bttrveyevs^  yet  ae  thi«  wks  only  intended  M 

make  sure  of  their  Lands,  I  hope  it  Wifl  be  attended  with  no  bad 

consequenoeiS  to  them. 
I  I  itMOa  informed  by  a  Certificate  of  Mr.  Johnston's  at  the  foot  of 

his  return,  that  he  hath  but  just  received  the  books  and  papeM  ^ 
I  the  unhi^j  Odo.  OrHwfohii*  And  thai  they  «r^  in  aiioh  confbdion 

that  he  cannot  at  present  make  a  return  of  the  Entries  made  with 
I  him.    As  this  Gentleman  is  a  good  officer,  I  make  no  doubt  but 

I  he  will  forward  the  List  as  soon  as  he  can  make  it  out,  in  which 

\  case  it  shall  be  my  care  to  transmit  it  to  your  Excellency. 

I  Various  complaints  have  reached  me  of  injustice  done  the  scve- 

I  ral  Claiihants  by  your  Commissioners  or  Surveyors,  but  I  place 

I  f  nch  implicit  confidence  in  the  justice  of  your  Excellency  and  your 

Assembly,  that  I  sfa^lt  p&V  no  atteitticm  to  them  till  they  com^ 
,  1)ettei'  autheniie^ted  fhah  they  have  hitherto  done. 

I  am  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  regard  and  esteem, 
Yew.  EifOelleAay'a  Hioet  obedient  and  meat  liimable  servant, 

Direeted,  BSNJ'N  HA&BISON. 

fiis  £xc^y  ]hesident  l)ickexison. 


FOBM^il^Bf  OV  FaAHKUlf  Coi^NTT,   1784. 

To  the  fioaorable  the  {Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Hearinff  that  a  new  County  is  Struck  off  called  FrankHo,  atld 
nndarstanditt^  tbaV  Mr*  EA^nH  Ofawford,  jnilr.,  Inmi  Af^pUed  to  be 
Prothonotary  thereof,  and  that  he  is  not  Present  himself, 

We  beg  leave  to  recommend  Bim  as  a  Oentleman  of  merit,  and  a 
fit  and  proper  penonr  to  fiU  the  offioa  afoiesaid* 

Philada.,  August  3lBt,  1784. 

'  FKAS.  JGHNSTOjS';  Wt  rtlLLER, 

DANL.  CL7MER,  JOHN  HAT, 

ANTT  WATOK,  PHILIP  Q^RTNEBv 

*      EOfeT.  dOLEMAlJ,  AFM  ^COTT. 

*0S.  WORiL  DAVID  MoCONATTaHY, 

»W0.  HA5»,  tHOS.  HABttBY. 

*  8ee  Vol.  IX.  p.  65T,  678.  The  Pfpers  ^en^  to  have  not  yet  been 
founcll     Se«  Col.  ftec.  Vol.  XIV.  p.  608. 


tm        nnsgsvmMtA  jMrnruttm, 

OoMba,  tor  €flfMit«  'm-  6otooh^~l784. 

'       Septemlier  2d^  1784. 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  MoAIUster^  second^  by  Mr.  MoLane, 

Ordered,  That  |h«.  Supremo  GK#0ati?e  Gotmoil  be  veqneyted  te 
fiiriiiflb  tUf  OoonoU  yriih  tbeir  Miml^  'UU  Hm  Ui  ABglUl^  1784. 
Eait^t  fion  (hd.  M(iixateS| 

SAM'L  BRYAN, 

Seo'y. 

Bead  in  Ooaneil  Munedaj,  and  Minotei  of  Oonndl  fiimiflhed. 


MxssBs.  BowzN  AKD  Bxatty's  Rxsiqnation,  17S4. 

Philadelphia^  Sqpt  Sd^  1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  juai  received  the  BesoIutioQ  and  order  of  Ck>anoil,  dated 
Sept.  2d,  1784,'*'  and  are  aorrj  to  be  obli^  to  declare  onrseWea  ob 
this  occasion  Fre€  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  and  not  public  offUxtt, 

We  have  shnt  np  onr  office,  and  are  re^y  to  deposit  the  remain- 
ing eertaieatee  in  our  hatids  wherever  the  Snpi^eme  Exeoati^e'Coiui- 
oil  fhall  dissot,  igreeaUa  lo  the  Resolution  of  Congress. 

We  therefore  pray  your  Excellency  and  Council  to  order  aoma  of 
ytmr  officert  to  receive  the  same,  as  we  shall  proceed  no  farther  in 
this  business.  ~   . .  . 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  due  respect, 

Your  Eic^Oency's  ana  Oouneil's 

veiy  H'ble  Serv'ta^ 

T.  B.  BOWEN, 
B.  BEATTY. 
MrteM^ 
His  ExceUeney  John  Biokinsoni  Ksqfr,  Prerfdcnt^  in  CoukaI. 


Messrs.  Bowen  and  Bcattt  to  Pass.-BtCKnritov,  1784. 

r 

Philada.1  Tuesday  morning.  Sept  7, 1784. 
Sir, 

As  we  fear  the  reflections  of  those  whose  Interest  alone  indnoed 
US  to  accept  ih^  appointment,  as  we  fonee  and  lament  the  minoiu 
kioonvenience  whicui  inu^t  i^fi&llibly  acme  t^  ihe  offioexa>  and  sddi- 
ers  of  the  late  Line  wliose  agents  (chosen  1by  themselves)  we  were, 
ihbuld  we  perabt  in  depoidting  the  Certificates  at  this  time,  without 
♦  Bee  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.  p.  197. 
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iMvffig  Cotineil  any  alternative,*  and  as  TharsdaY  next  baa  been. 
Appointed  to  be^n  our  tour  thro*  the  State,  we  beg  leave  reapectfullj 
to  oflfer  to  your  ilzoellency  k  Council  the  following  proposal : 

Be  pleased  to  remove  the  Mea  of  our  being  nnconditional  servants 
of  Peculators,  bj  expunging  from  your  Resolve  of  the  2d  Inst.,*  the 
words,  '^  by  the  Agents,  and  either  rescind  the  Order,  or  suspend 
its  operations  till  we  have  done  the  business  of  those  who  elected 
US,  and  until  the  remuning  Certificates  come  into  the  hands  of  a 
Public  Officer  f  which  we  humbly  conceive  may  be  effected,  (if 
Council  chuse  not  to  rescind)  by  substituting  the  word  hereafter  in 
place  of  the  word  "  forthwith.". 

Should  Council  in  their  Wisdom  think  proper  to  adopt  this  mode, 
the  p0oulitora  will  have  their  pretended  donbls  of  losing  their  pur- 
chases removed,  and  we  shall  be  happy  in  serving  those  whose  busi- 
ness we  undertodk  to  txansaot,  which  we  shall  immediately  resume. 
But  if  we  are  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  have  our  proposal  approved 
by  Council,  we  must  persist  in  our  Besignatiou,  iho'  it  will  take  us 
aa  long  to  deposit,  as  it  did  to  brfaig,  the  business  thus  far  forwavd.  . 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  . 

Your  £xoelleDoy's  &  Coundil's 
very  Humble  asna^ta^ 

T.  B.  BOWEN, 
B.  BEATTT. 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq.^  President,  in  Council. 


MsssBS.  Bowxir  and  Bxattv  to  Pazs.  Dickinson,  1784. 

TPhiladelphia,  Septr.  9th,  1784. 
Sir, 

In  the  great  struggle  of  contending  sentiments  with  which  our 
minds  have  been  oppressed,  ever  since  we  reeelved  the  unexpected 
resolution  &  order  of  Council  of  the  second  Instant,  the  interest  of 
our  Brethem  predominates. 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  consider  the  silence  of  Council  on  the 
subject  of  our  Address  of  the  third,  as  a  tacit  refusal  of  the  deposit 
we  offer'd ;  and  we  leave  to  time  and  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable 
Board  the  ocmsideralion  of  the  proposal  we  had  the  honor  of  deliver- 
ing to  Council  on  Tuesday  last. 

For  these  reasons,  we  shall  (unless  you  forbid  us)  open  our  office 
again  at  S  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and  will  set  out  upon  our  tour 
nett  Saturday  morning — provided  Council  do  not  think  proper  to 
signify  their  acceptanoe  of  the  deport  before  that  time. 

Mean  while,  with  all  due  submission  to  the  constitutional  autho-* 
rity  of  the  supreme  executive  power,  we  beg  leave  to  reserve  to  our 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XIY.  p.  197. 
26* 
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aelyes  all,  the  Bkhfts  ef  Sreemm  of  this  CommoDTealdi,  i 
&At  of  trial  by  Jury  m  all  disputed  between  man  &  man. 
We  b&ve  the  honor  be 

Tone  EzceUenciea  k  the  Oooneil'a 
Meat  HnmUe  Beramtib 

T.B.BOWEN;, 
E.  BEATTY. 
Directed, 
His  Ezcellencj  Jobn  Dicldnsoni  EaqniiOi  Pz^deat^  in  ConaaL 


WAsmaxBi  01  Phxlajdslps[a  to  Sbbs.  Jhcsniwm,  1784. 

Wardens'  Offioe^  FUlaMfhia,  Sspt  4tli,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  board  beg  leave  to  inform  ^onr  Excellency  and  tlie  hoon- 
abfe  the  8a|Mrenie  Ezecntiye  Council,  That  the  contractors  fixr  le- 
moYinff  the  Cheyaux  de  Frise.  haying,  as  they  apprehend,  nearly 
finished  the  Business,'  the  Wardens  haye  ordered  the  State  Sloop 
and  her  crew,  together  with  a  skilfuU  pilot,  a  diyer,  and  a  snffieiieBt 
number  of  hands  to.  go  down  immediately  in  order  effectually  to 
sweep  and  carefully  examine  the  state  of  the  Biyer,  least  Bonae  o^ 
struction  may  remain  as  yet  undiscoyered  that  will  endanger  ^ 
safety  of  yespels  in  passing  or  repassing.  As  the  examination  ii 
directed  to  be  made  with  ihe  utmost  care  and  attention,  possibly  it 
may  perhaps  not  be  finished  b^we  the  end  of  the  week,  tiU  wlueh 
time  the  contractors  cannot  zemoye  their  aparatus  or  diochazge  tkeir 
hands. 

The  Wardens  are  of  opinion  thai-the  nayigation  cannot  be  rendered 
complete  while  the  flye  Cheyaux  de  Frise  lud  down  in  the  draught 
between  the  two  Bars  in  the  eastern  channel  of  the  Biyer  remain, 
and  as  they  may  be  remoyed  now  at  less  expence  than  at  any  future 
period,  they  respeetfolly  submit  this  to  die  consideration  of  your 
Bxeelleney  and  the  Honorable  Council; 

We  haye  the  honor  to  be,  yery  respectfully, 
Your  Excellencr^s 

If  est  obedient 

and  yery  humble  aeryants, 

PBANS.  GURNET, 
THOS.  PRYOR, 
GEOROE  ORD, 
JOHN  HAZELWOOD.* 
IHreeted, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  Pre[Hdent  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylyania. 

*  See  pa^  849, 850. 
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Waedens  of  Pan«Ai)9L£HiA  TO.  Pbe8.  of  Council^  1784. 

Warden's  Qffioe,  Septem'  21flt,  1784,    * 

Sir, 

Since  we  did  ourselves  ilia  bonor  ofaddressing jour  Excellenoj  k 

tjia  Honorable  Council  on  tlie  subject  of  the  removal  of  tbe  ChevaTii 

'  de  Frize  to  tbe  Ea^tw^d  of  tlic  Bar,  the  Pilots  ctn ployed  in  sweep- 

•        ijig  tbe  Channel  have  returned,  and  from  their  report  we  find  that  a 

aboal.  is  forming  between  tbe  lower  end  of  tbe  Bar  &  Hog  Island , 

'  wbicb  confirma  us  tbe  more  in  our  opinion  of  tbe  neecBsity  of  their 

being  removed,  and  induces  us  to  request  your  Excellency  will  be  ^ 
pleased  to  lay  thin  matter  before  Council,  as  we  conceive  it  to  be  ai^. 
I  object  well  worthy  of  their  immodiate  attention. 

We  have  tbe  Honor  to  be  with  great  rcspect| 
f  voor  Excellency's  moat  obedient 

and  very  humble  acryant, 
,  By  order  of  tbe  Board, 

I  FRAN*  GUBNEY,  P.*    ' 

j  Direct^, 

Hi»  BzofiUeooj;:,  John'DickiDaoii;  Eaqr.,  Ffeesidaiil. 


Board  of  Wardens  of  PhuuldsiiPHIa  io  Counoil,  1?84. 

To  Hia^  iUeeUeDoy,  John  Biekinson,  Esqr.,  &  the  Supreme  Exeeii- 
tive  Council  of  tbo  Stat«  of:  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

By  Information  of  tbe  Board  of-Wardens  of  tbe  Port  of  Pbibidel- 
ddpbia,  we  are  infbrmed  the  honoiuiifale  Connoil  h«fB.  thougkt  of 
removing  the  Chevanx  de  Frises  in  tbe  Eastern  Channel  or  Swash 
back  of  lied  Bank  Bar^  ft  have  required  to  know  on  what  Terma 
we  would  engage  to  execute.. that  Business.  We  therefore  Propeiie 
to  Council  to  execute  the  work  on  the  Terms  of  our  former  Contract, 
as  well  for  those  yet  to  be  removed  as  the  work  already  executed 
above  tbe  Number  contracted  for.  This  we  judge  but  reasonabk, 
as  the  Expences  we  have  been  at  in  many  Instances  exceed  our  first. 
Galcnlationsy  and  a  continuation  on  the  same  Terms  for  an  additional' 
Number  will  in  some  M^easure  compensate  for  tbe  Service  which 
tho'  heavy  to  the  undertakers,  will  be  light  to  the  Public.  The, 
Season  is  now  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  the  water  c(^d  and' 
unhealthy  to  work  in,  &  the  days  so  shortened  as  to  bring  two  of 
the  low  water  Slack  Tides,  (at  which-  Time*  material  parts  of  the 
work  can  only  be  done)  in  tbe  Night,  whereby  near  half' of  the  Time 
is  lost,  and  many  of  our  Men  have  lately  got  nek,  with  two  of  our 
principal  officers.     For  these  Reasons  we  are  of  opinion  that  the^ 

«  8e9  pp.  849,  m. 
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Boidiies  caDnot  be  done  with  safety  to  tbe  undertaken  for  leas  1 
the  proportionate  sum  of  the  Contract  of  April  last,  which  is  ooe 
hundred  and  twenty  two  pounds  8  11  ^  Cheyauz  de  Friae. 

We  beg  leave  to  observe  to  Council  that  soon  after  our  Contraei 
Mr.  Hiomaa  Conarroe  &  others,  in  Oonversatiany  talked  of  the 
Facility  with  which  the  Chevaux  de  Frizes  could  be  removedy  ft 
that  they,  would  have  undertaken  the  work  for  less  Money,  ftc.  On 
hearing  of  these  Stories,  we  called  upon  several  of  those  Pretendera 
io  give  them  an  opportunity  of  showing  their  Ingenuity,  k  if  powble 
engaging  them  in  the  work,  none  of  whom  would  contract  but  Mr. 
Conarrocy  who  after  much  Expence  &  several  weeks  Trial,  nve  tha 
Matter  up  without  raising  a  single  Frame  or  the  Power  of  dcung  it. 
Iliese  Things  are  offered  to  the  honourable  Council,  as  we  believ« 
no  other  Method  but  those  taken  by  our  A.  Donaldson  would  hsre 
aacoeeded. 

The  Bemovinff  the  Frames  in  the  Swash  will  be  attended  with  a 
particular  difficmty  arinng  from  the  Shoalness  of  the  water  in  whidi 
they  lay.  Tbe  Frames  being  30  feet  wide,  the  Water,  it  is  appre- 
hendecl,  will  not  admit  of  canting  them  to  discharge  the  Bal]aa% 
and  there  being  no  increase  of  depth  within  the  Swash,  they  mua* 
be  floated  with  the  Balh»t  in  to  the  Main  Channel  before  they  eaa 
be  got  to  shore  or  their  Ballast  discharged. 
.  We  are  with  great  Begard 

•    The  honourable  Council's 

Most  respectful  &  most  obedi.  Servants, 

LEVI  HOLLINGSWOBTH, 
A'  DONALDSON.* 

Phikdelphia,  28d  September,  1784. 

Qov.  Habbibon,  oi*  YnuninA,  to  Pbbb*  Diokihbow,  1784. 

Virginia  Council  Chamber,  Ootf  15, 1784. 
Sir. 

I  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  y  15th  of  last  month,  and  now 
enclose  you  the  return  of  Entries  made  in  the  County  of  Ohio, 
together  with  a  Copy  of  the  laws  establishing  the  rights  of  those 
neople,  and  appointing  a  board  of  Commissioners  to  settle  them. 
Most  of  the  Entries  you  will  find  in  the  returns  which  have  been 
already  forwarded,f  tho'  there  are  others  in  the  books  of  the  Survey* 
ore  who  had  an  equal  right,  that  coald  not  be  ascertMned  by  them 
from  the  absence  of  the  Claimants,  which  I  make  no  doubt  your 
KzceUency  will  attend  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  y*  greatest  respect  &  esteem, 

Sir,  your  most  obedt.  humble  servt, 
Directed,  BENJ.  HABBISON. 

His* Excellency,  President  Dickinson, 

•  Sm  pages  849,  860,  and  Cel.  R«i.,  Tot  XIV.  p.  212,  241,  242. 
t  See  page  608. 


I  EFmUU3£  BliAINX  TO  PjBEBS.   DlOKINBON^  1784. 

^  Philada.,  20th  Oot.,  1784. 

I  Sir, 

i  I  take  ifae  Liberty  of  addceiang  your  Ezedleooy  and  Covnoil 

I  ^fon  a  flubjeot  in  which  I  think  myself  agrieved,  and  which  Mr. 

\  lUtlenhouBe  informs  me  ig  not  in  his  power  to  remedy  without  your 

I  iqipsobAtian.     I  am  indebted  to  the  State  a  balance  for  the  purebase 

Ief  two  City  Lots,  on  which  I  haye  Interest  to  pay^-I  have  Interest 
notes  of  Mr.  Rittenhoase'a  in  my  hands  this  fourteen  months,  for 
[which  I  have  not  been  tfble  to  receive  the  money,  therafore  shall 
tliink  it  hard  to  pay  the  one  and  not  be  allowed  the  other,  (if  not- 
^  ipeonsistent)  beg  yonr  BKcellenoy  and  Council  to  give  orders  to  Mr.' 

I  Bittenheuse  to  receive  those  notes  in  payment  agreeable  to  the  faMsm*- 

tbey  were  issned  by  Mr.  Smith,  Loan  Officer. 
,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

p  .  with  perfect  respect, 

I  your  Excellency's  most  obdt. 

I  and  most  humble  servt, 

i  EPH.  BLAINE. 

I  Directed, 

'  His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esquire^  President  of  the  State 

of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Hon.  Geo.  Bbtan  to  Hon.  James  Irwin,  1784. 

Chester,  20th  October,  1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

Upon  conversing  with  Mr.  McKean  and  Mr.  Bnrd  oonceminc  the 
case  of  Doan,  under  attainder,  by  outlawry,  for  Robbery^  they  nave 
reminded  me  of  David  Dawson,  of  WesUCaln,  in  Chester  County, 
hanged  upon  attainder  of  Treason  in  a  case  of  like  nature,  tho'  not- 
so  clear  as  to  the  proceedings.  For  this  last  case  was  under  a  proo-  - 
lamation  of  Council  to  come  in  &  stand  tryal  in  46  days ;  Doaae'a 
iaat  Common  Law,  the  mode  of  demanding  only  being  under  an  old  - 
Hot  of  Assembly. 

Dawson  suffered,  if  I  remember  rightly,  in  the  fall  ^f  1780,    The 
keeper  of  the  new  prison  says  this  was  the  first  capital  execution . 
aftsr  he  entered  upon  his  present  duties.    He  will  deliver  this. 
I  am.  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  obed.  Serv't, 

GEO.  BBYAN. 

David  Dawson,  of  Chester  County,  was  executed  on  the  Commons 
of  this  City,  at  the  usual  Pkce  of  Execution,  on  the  25th  Day  of 
NovMuber,  1780.    I  attended  his  Execution  on  that  Day. 

JOHN  EEYNOLDS,  Gaoler. 

Philadelphia,  22d  October,  1784. 
Directed f 

To  The  honorable  James  Irwin,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


Obligation  09  GoMMmsioNBBfl.  to.  fubokass  wbom  Ihbiaxb, 

1784L 

We,  the  snbacribeTS,  Gommissionen  duly  appointed  by  tlie  Hoi- 
6tM^  Ae  Sopveme  Bzectitive  Oomrailof  tBe  State  of  BsiiiMTlvun, 
fbt  the  purpose  of  pviehagiiig  ol  ihs  Indiaiu  the  Ttmiorj  wittai 
the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  same  State,  whieh  had  not  hctefaiiwa 
been  paiichaaed--da  hereby  promise  and  engage  as  part  of  the  eaa> 
aderation  of  the  same  purpose,  wlooh  is  now  aeeomphahed,  to  delbv 
to  the  six  nations,  or  sooh  person  or  persons  aa  thoy  may  mppamiL, 
and  who  shall,  aa  a  Tonoher,  bring  with*  him  or  them  tUa  enr 
Obligation,  Goods,  Wares  or  Merehandiie  of  aach  assortments  la 
the  LidianadMdi  now  direot,  to  the  amonntof  One  thooaaad  BMtm^ 
afe  the.  Peanqdvania  Line,  near  Tioga^  On  the  first  day  of  Ostahcr 
next :  witness  oar  hands  at  Fcai  £tanwiZ|  thia  twen^-tfaird  ^y  ef 
October,  Anno  Domini  1784. 

aAM'L.  J.  ATLBB, 
WM.  MACLAT. 
F&AS.  JOHNSTON.* 
Witness  present 
Copy  taken  f^om  and  compared  with  the  original. 

G.  EYANS^  Sec> 

GsN.  JAMxa  Wilkinson  to  Pbxs.  Dickinson,  1784. 
Sir 

I  shall  offer  no  apology  for  this  address ;  it  must  donbtless  be 
nneacpected,  bat  the  ooeaeion  will,  I  flatter  myself,  excuse  it.  Bong 
about  to  taJce  a  long  leave  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania,  I  oonoeive 
it  my  dnty  to  abdicate  the  Offices  of  Brigadier  ft  Adinlnnt 
General,  which  I  hold  in  Her  militia ;  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  onetre 
the  ceremony  of  indosing  the  Gomminions,  as  they  are  not  atpreeent 
within  my  reach : — ^And  the  motive  of  my  Appliei^on  is  tho  Intcfest 
I  take  in  the  welfare  of  that  meritorioas,  respectable  part  of  Society, 
the  kte  Military  of  America ;  I  am  prompted  by  principle  it  em- 
pathy to  promote  their  prosperity  on  every  proper  oceaoon,  by 
every  consistent  means  in  my  Power.f 

On  the  present  retvan  of  tne  Election  fbr  Fayette  Gonnty,  Mw^ 
John  Harden  stands  second  for  the  ShertfTs  OflBce ;  permit  m#  brieiy 
to  state  to  yoor  Bxeelkney  tlus  man's  merit,  withoqidetraednglirom 
that  of  his  Gompetitorv— Mr.  Harden  served  in  the  alert  of  the 
Army  under-  the  Generals  (then  GoIodcIs)  Morgan  ft  Bntler,  in  the 
Northern  Gampaign,  1777.  His*  Rank  was  that  of  a  Lieutenant, 
and  I  can,  aa  the  Adjutant  Geoeral  of  the  Army  under  Genenl 
Gntos,  assevt  that  he  was  exposed  to  more  danger,  encountered  gieatcr 
Fatigue,  and  performed  mora  real  service  than  any  other  OSoer  of 

♦  flee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  186-7. 
.    t  Read  in  Coancil  Not.  8,1^  resignati^m  aoeept6d-^Gol.«RceL,  V«L 
XIV.,  page  262. 


hii  Siatipi) ;  wUh  Parties.Bever  eTceeii^f^  20  Mjea,  he  ia  the  Conrj^ 
of  the  i^ampaigD  made  upwards  oi  60  Prisonera,  an^  &t  i^  l^qraonal 
Becounter  in  the  rear  of  th0  Snemie's  position,  he  l^Il^d  a  Mp^wl^ 

JxpresSy  &  brought  iu  the  dispatches  woich  he  was  ooDveyipg  from^ 
^en'l  Bursojoe  to  the  Commanding  Officer  ait  Ticondero0^  w^tl^ 
the  loQS  only  (indeed)  of  a  Jjoqk  of  Hair  which  the  ^diairs  Fire 
^irried  away,  tt  is  suf&cient  for  me^  Sir,  to  testify  his  meri^^  the^ 
Justice  which. characterizes  your  administration  will  do  Uie  rest 

I  have  the  honoi;  to  be,  with  t^e  iiighest  reapecti  Xojifc  ^^f^ 
kncy^s  most  Obedient  ^ 

most  Qumblp  Servant, 
Directed,  JAMES  ^VTLKINSOljL 

His  Expellencj  John  Dickinson,  ]^^r.;Philadel\ 


j  ::(  BbHJABIIH  JOHMSMN  TO  PRSB.  IhOKIN0ON)  1764. 

Washington  County,  Nov.  1st,  1781. 

I  Hon^ble  Sir, 

|-  ,        From  the  gtrongefit  asnirance  of  your  Honor's  Zeal  to  do  Justicei. 

'  to  evory  Individual^  prompted  by  a  motive  of  Justice  to  myself  and. 

to  all  those  People  claiming  Lands  umler  Grants  from  the  state  of 

,  Yirginia  within  the  Boundi  of  the  Cession  to  this  State,  and  wi&hiag 

'  the   Agreement  to  be  fulfilled  in  every  Instacuc,  I  am  induoed  to 

address  your  honor,  praying  that  agreeable  to  the  Articles  where  it 

1  is  expressed,  Private  Ttfjht  and  Ptoperijf  shall  be  saved  and  coii' 

firmed  to  those  People  living  on  t}ie  ceded  LandSf  under  these  words, 

^  sir^  I  claim  as  my  private  right  the  surveying  those  Lands^  which 

I  by  a  Commission  from  the  state  of  Virginia,  I  sjiy  is  my  private  riyht. 

I  In  no  other  manner  can  the  Agreement  be  fulfilled,  which  Agree- 

i  ment,  if  violated,  must  end  in  running  the  meanders  of  the  Hiver 

Delaware  from  the  End  of  5"  Longitude^  from  the  Delaware ^  m 

Latitude  40,^ 

As  my  pretensions  are  founded  on  the  etrictest  Justice,  I  am  filled 
vlth  the  strongest  assurance  attention  vrill  be  paid  there  to » 

A  Copy  of  Kn tries  from  my  Office  has  been  transmitted  to  your 
Board  thro'  the  Hands  of  the  Executive  of  Virginia,* 
I  am,  with  roHpcet  and  gre^it  Esteem,  Your 

Honor's  mo,  obliged,  mo,  Obdt,  &  very  H'hle  Rer't, 
DirecUid,  B.  JOHNSTON,  S.  Y .  0. 

His  Ezcellenoy  John    Dickeracmi  Esqr.j  Freaident    State  of 
Pennajlfaz^a. 

BXBOLUnONB.  QV  OWIBAL  ABBXMBLTf— l^W  JlftSBT;  178i< 

State  of  PennBylvapia,  In  General  Assembly, 

Friday,  December  10,  1784,  A.  M. 
The  motion  read  Decemher  8,  respeoting^the  appointment  of  Com- 
miasio^era  on  tbei  p«rt  of  this  State,  to  meet  with  soch  CoimmiaBion- 
«  See  pp.  608,  608. 


in  i^ENNSTLVANA  ARCHIVES  1784. 

ers  as  are  or  shall  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  New  Jeivej,  to  settle, 
agree  npon,  and  accurately  to  describe,  which  of  the  Islands,  Islela 
and  insulated  Dry  lands  within  the  rirer  Delaware,  belong  to  enA 
of  the  said  States,  respectivelj;  was  read  the  second  time,  mod 
adopted  as  follows,  Tis. : 

Whereas,  Cpmmissioners  duly  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Stete 
of  New  Jersey,  and  Commissioners  duly  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  jmisdie- 
tion  of  the  li^r  Delaware  and  islands  within  the  same,  did  make 
and  execute  two  instruments  of  an  Agreement  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  one  for  each  State,  bearing  date  the  twenty-sixth  day  a£ 
April,  1783 ;  which  agreement  hath  since  been  ratified  and  con- 
finned  by  Acts  of  the  Le^slatures  of  the  said  States  respectiTel j.^ 

And  whereas,  in  the  said  Agreement  it  is  among  oUier  tilings  set 
forth  and  deelaiped,  '*  That  all  Ishmds,  Islets,  and  dry  hods  witiiiB 
*^  the  bed  and  between  the  shores  of  the  said  river,  and 


'<  the  Station  point  or  north  west  comer  of  New  Jersey,  northerly, 
'^«nd  the  fi&lls  of  Trenton,  southerly,  shall,  as  to  jurisdiotioQ,  te 
^hereafter  considered  as  parts  and  parcels  of  the  State  to  wUek 
^  such  insulated  dry  land  did  lie  nearest  at  the  time  of  making  and 
**  executing  the  said  agreement,'' — 

And  whereas,  it  is  requisite  that  the  said  Islands,  Islets  and  Diy 
lands  lyin^  within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  should  be  more  partku- 
larly  described,  and  such  as  belong  to  each  of  the  said  States  respec- 
tively  more  clearly  ascertained,  therefore, 

Besolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State  be 
atithorised  and  empowered,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised,  em- 
powered and  desired  to  appoint  three  or  more  Commissioners  on  the 
part  of  this  State,  to  meet  with  such  Commissioners  as  are  or  shaU 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  New  Jersey,  to  settle,  agree  upon,  and 
accurately  to  describe  which  of  the  said  Islands,  Islets  and  insulated 
dry  lands  belong  and  appertain  to  each  of  the  said  States  respee- 
trrely,  according  to  the  purport,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
aforesaid  agreement. 

Besolyed,  that  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  State  be  in- 
struoted  so  to  form  their  report  of  the  description  and  situation  of 
such  of  the  said  Islands  and  insulated  dry  lands  as  shall  be  found  to 
belong  to  this  State,  as  that  they  may  be  properly  annexed  to  the 
respectiTe  counties  and  townships  to  which  they  lie  most  oontiguoos. 

Resolved,  that  each  of  the  said  Commissioners  be  dlowed  twenty 
shillings  for  eyery  day  they  shall  respectively  be  employed  as  afore- 
said, and  that  this  House  will  make  provision  for  the  same,  and  far 
defying  the  neoessarv  contingent  expenses  of  the  said  aervioe. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Asst.  Clerk 

of  the  Geneial  Assembly. 

♦  See  Smith's  Laws,  Vol.  n.,  p.  77,  888,  for  the  Acta  respoctliig  Juris- 
diction. 


iwnsmitvxsu  jjKBtrER.xm.        as 


■    .  ,    .■    ■■'■    •  ■■[    /  .I'i    t-i   .1    .''.if    m1  •    '  ' ./    ■•   '  ■     ■'!■,')    1-   I't  ..1    4  i.'i 
'    •        VKTino^  6v  X  ButLeei.  ^'a.'TOCONciBESS,  1/^84.        '  ' 

.'»..»     i  ■  i    •       ".     -■.'■;••'  I '  i  '•' '        ';.':!,       r-  ■      , '  ■  1    ;  ■  ;  1  '     i  J  *  l  ! !  •    ■  i  >  i    -  <  s  '  1 1 1 
'j:     '  :  ..-.•.    ,'  ^   '!  ■:■'.:'       i      ■    -,  i  .  i! '.','.■     'jf    n     t    .    if    /.  ;:i    :il    »-;     il   '■     .  n  'I 

ffo  the  HpA'We  the  tJoiltil' Coiigres^  jio  setting  at  AnBfij)ol!s  in 
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When  we  reflect  npon  tbe  notice  taken  of  ns  in  grantiog  oa  a  trial 
for  the  right  of  eoil  claimed  noder  the  State  of  Conneetictit  on  the 
one  part  and  undet  the  State  of  Pensyra  on  the  other  part^  we  Can't 
"but  feel  OUT  heatta  glow  ^ith  gratitude  and  high  esteem  for  your 
Hon' hie  and  august  body  knowing  from  experience  that  you  have  a 
high  esteem  and  veneration  for  Justice  and  that  it  is  your  intention 
it  thould  take  place  between  State  and  Individules  and  a)ao  observe 
that  the  foarth  mend  ay  in  June  next  ia  assigned  for  the  apperanee 
of  the  parties  by  their  Lawfel  agents  before  Congress^  or  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  States  wherever  they  shall  be  then  sitting  to  proceed  in  tbe 
promiaes  as  by  the  Confederation  is  Directed  which  has  given  us  a 
greatful  sense  of  the  duty  we  ow  to  that  respectable  Body  Esteemiug 
that  Board  to  be  the  last  resort  and  appeal  for  Jnstiea  and  the  Ek* 
perience  of  which  imboldens  ns  once  more  to  lay  our  Distressed 
Bitnation  before  yonr  Hou'tw,  and  we  would  in  the  first  place  beg 
leave  to  snggeat  that  the  Claimants  under  PennayFa  say^there  is  no 
act  of  Oongreaa  for  a  trail  for  the  right  of  soil  or  even  to  constitue  a 
Court  or  to  Quiet  us  who  claim  under  Connecticut  in  our  posaeasions 
and  therefore  pay  oo- regard  to  tbe  said  Re£iolve 

We  would  also  crave  leave  to  say  that  in  the  fall  of  the  laat  yeat 
and  soon  after  the  Jnstiea  who  were  apointcfl  and  CommtsRoned 
and  BCfc  over  us  without  our  Choise  or  knowledge  had  come  to  this 
place,  we  hy  our  peaceable  Demeanor  and  ready  submission  to 
government  duly  submitted  to  every  requisition  whether  Civil  or 
Millitary  yet  the  most  tyranical  and  arbitary  proceedings  were  intro- 
duced by  the  said  authority  to  add  to  our  distress,  that  n umbers  of 
Farailiea  were  forcibly  turned  out  their  houses  and  possessions  with-* 
out  the  least  regard  to  age  or  Bex>  widdows  or  Fatherless  Children, 
In  BicknesB  and  Distress  many  of  the  Inhabatanta  had  their  grain  and 
other  Effects  forced  from  themj  others  taken  in  numbers  by  a  Milli- 
tary  force  Drove  to  the  fort  by  the  Soldiera  with  fixed  Bayonets  and 
accompanycd  by  the  Justices  EsqVs  Pettcraon  and  Seely,  when  the 

*  These  bemg  found  stuoe  the  papers  for  that  jear  were  printed,  it  ii 
deeoied  beat  to  place  them  together* 


•aid  inhftbataiitfl  by  order  of  the  said  aathoritj  were  feraed  iato  % 
Guard  houaeinthe  fort  where  thej  were  confined  in  a  Dinnal  priaoa 
unfit  for  Hunuun  creatjircia  to  hur  doim  in,  aome  confined  ax  nd 
othe/a  hitte  dajfra  when  they  Wer^  iofnod  otti  witfaonl  any  ctime  beilf 
laid  to  their  Charge  that  while  in  Confinement  they  reoeived  the 
^[reateat  ahoae  and  inanlta  from  the  Joaliea^xiffice^  &  aoldkn  wml 
m  the  knead  tfand  their  nmileys  tahied  ou€  of  doora  &  their  prc^Mity 
forced  from  them  &  neyer  retumed,  othera  were  taken  bj  oiden  i 
the  anUiidffty.tMider  tha  pvitenoe  of  aome  crime  though  none  rae 
aUedged  against  them  and  Confined  ia  the  aaid  ganm  hooae  htm 
ihenoe  a^t  to  Sanbury  to  be  Committed  and  Liid  under  krge  boadi 
and  permited  to  return  home  taken  a  aeound  time  hy  aaid  authori- 
ty for  the  aame  pretended  crime  and  confined  in  the  mad  Qmati 
Jbooafi  when  offara.were  made  them  by  the  Juatieaa  if  they  would 
take-  lenaaea  they  abou'd  be  rele^aed  from  ih»ir  Bonda  and  Confine- 
ment  qome  were  aotnaily  forced  to  ^ke  a  leaae  to  cain  their  tabai^ 
«nd  aU  thia  barbarQua  treatment  inflicted  ufion  the  mhahataata  i 
ihia  aettlemeut  without  Law  or  ever  the  eoloar  of  Law  or  Jn^ise 
and  in  order  to  obtain  aoiBe  rodreaa  and  riiapit  from  their  tynyaiari 
|>roceedinga  ^e  petitiond  the  Hon'ble  aaaembly  of  thia  State  lor  ani 
an  hopea  of  aome  miti^itioa  of  our  intolerablo  auff^ringa  and  inenp- 
portablo  inaulta  which  the  inhabituita  wwo  oontinuly  raceiTiiig  from 
the  authority  afa'd  aa  well  ae  from  the  ^ennay'a  Land  Okkimem  aad 
the  aaaembly  of  thia  St|to  by  a  Bea^lvB  pataed  the  ninth  day  of  Dee'br 
laatiappomted  Meara  tte  membera  of  Northaofton  County  a  Conyait- 
tee  to  Enquire  into  the  fiu^ta  aa  stated  in  our  Petition  who  met  about 
the  29th  of  the  9^mp  month  at  Ca^p't  John  P«  H«  Sohott  inkamr 
in  thia  plaso  and  to  tba  immorM  Hon'r  of  that  Comnutleo  ife  On 
witlf  J4[ulttoe  and  Ih^r  J^nqmiry  W9M  mado  witix^  tbe  atiioteat  Jnatiae 
and  impartiality  but  al^  to  our  tfveali  auip^aud  aortificsatioii  after 
keeping  an  agent  at  the  aaoenblY  neair  threa  mont^  the  Potitiflu 
waa  ahnffled  from  Comn|ititee  to  Cdmmitieei  a^A  fiufdly  poqaooed  to 
the  nexit.  asaaion  und  pothing  dona  for  our  ralief  and  after  the 
lUaolve  of  Congreaa  our  agent  Petitioaed  the  aasembly  of  thia  State  te 
be  Qnited  in  our  poaaeaaionauiitil  the  trail  of  the  right  of  aoil  ahonld 
be  determused  bat  aksa  all  to  no  purpose  our  prayera  and  intraatias 
wofo  rejeoted  and  Contewed  and  we  are  now  left  (o  the  tender 
mereiea  of  the  wanton  and  avetieioua  wiUs  of  the  land  Glaimnta 
whoa  tender  mercies  are  orueUty  jin  the  abatnoty  and  we  wonU 
Jarther  observe  that  the  CivU  and  miilitacy  authority  who  aia  aat 
over  us  here  lay  Clsim  telarge  intereato  in  this  place  in  lands  under 
the  Pennq^ra  claim  and  those  of  tbe  civil  anth^nrity  were  the  OMst 
Tundictive  enioiesi  sad  the  lands  olaimsato  still  say  that  tbs  whob 
was  determinsd  by  the  Decree  at  Trenton  and  are  at  thia  praseat 
time  introducing  a  Banditti  of  men  together  iriA  the  Soldieis 
who  have  no  right  or  claim  to  any  land  here  under  any  State  to  teke 
<lur  kHids  and  poaseasionB  by  force  and  thes'd  Banditti  aUd  S^diery 
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«to  HOTr.HMitQnty  wkhnil;  either  he#  or  i%h«,  indHUg  toim  <i«r 
ienMft  Ifl^ng  onf  ieUe  atid  grain  e||eb  to  tb^  wide  -mMf  ftniteg 
-ateooe  tor  liigliwB;%  secdriiig  6wr  wiadls  of  ^ste^  ffon  onr  Mofet, 
Sodeeni-oiitf  gudcDs  and  home  UMa  kt  tbeir  own  use,  ev  :thiit  ito 
ito  depnted  ilm  i^ri^iU|^  Ol  pnAlin^  tn  onr  PnUiok  Ugbwayi^  llie 
vindMgaef  taJcing  water  from  onr  iraU%  im|lrotidgelir  gktdeni  and 
hsfsm  LotU  and  olher  Landa  ia  aldo  Danoed  na,  a«d  ihat  npcti^  omr 
PtafTll  itianjr  ef  «r  inliafcatlBta  thai  kaire  irllenipUd  to-  mptofe  in 
-abcgard^ga  iaye  beeb  dmerodt  by  a  Balid  o#  BoUiore  amed  wiA 
OMM^and  we  aaO  noi  obIv  lioMteiied  qf  being  beat  and  abnaed 
wkh  Olnha^  bnt  are  offsii  tbreatoned  to  be  riiot  and  pnl  to  iilieadeto 
Baadi,  laany  of  Onr  hooaea^  Lotta,  WoUa  and  tfardena  Lying  near 
.ibe  ganSien  and  nnder  emrer  of  tboir  OantMn  by  whioh  adeano  Mo 
nM  Ueaiina4Uy  reoeiviag  ihe  gl-eatoat  aboaea  and  inatdta  front  aome 
of  tiai  Jtaatidea  aa  well  aa  ffomthe  offioeraand  aoldiers }  tbe  said  flcd- 
di^rs  lire  ContiBnallv  walking  the  atreetay  and  through  £^efy  ptitt 
of  ow  Settlement  wat  ifl  any  way  near  the  GanriBon,  aa  well  by 
nij^t  aa  by  day^  gome  armed  with  Onna  and  BaTonetB,  and  othen 
with  Oinbay  inanlting  and  aannlting  whouioeter  th^y  please  $  aome 
of  the  iafanbatanta  havoheen  met  in  the  street  by  thia  Banditti^  and 
beat  with  Oluha  nntill  their  H^m  were  Despaired  oi  Others  haiie 
laen  taken  and  eatrM  ipto  the  fort^  and  tber^  beaO  with  Clnbba  W 
theefiieertf  and  Soldiers  in  a  moat  Orael  manner  and  then  diemisaed. 
One  of  the  mhabntaoto  of  a  respectable  Ohaiastor  a  ibir  days  sinee 
:iaid0  npplioaiion  to  one  ol  the  jtiatiees  fbt  a  warrant  against  Alex" 
'Pettttaeni  Baq.,  m  order  *to  got  n  redress  in  law  for  aaaanlt  and 
Battray  made  lipod  him  by  the  said  Petteraon.  The  Justice  to 
whom  apidioation  waa  made,  Livinff  teat  the  Chvrlson,  a  p^r^  <lf 
joidiers^  araied  with  OlnUiB  and  Q&at  weaponSy  were  immodiatelV 
aeai  in  povant  of  thia  Lihabatant  Their  pnrahH  oonttened  Mr 
'4mo  davs,  wiiTkiykig  hia  house^  field  and  'the  highways,  dKo.,  and  on 
-the  tti^  of  the  80th  of  Ap'l,  a  party  of  armed  sridiors  ^tijhjmf  the 
house,  took  him  by  foxoe,  and  oan4d  hiti  near  the  GhNmon^  Wheh 
they  beat  him  OaVeMy  with  ekbba,  thia  maik  mOdO  imodiato  applioa- 
tioD  for  iedaeas  to  one  of  the  Justiate^  bnt  wna  releM  to  the  Oommand- 
ttg  offieer  to  whoiO  he  aUo  made  the  same  applioation,  bni  any  redittt 
w«Jd  be  obtoiaedaomeof  tka  Juatioea,  tdgetiier  with  the  oOoera  and 
aoUieiirfluidotheBaof  thoir  Bmidittiof  men  are  threaoing  to  poll  down 
W  hoit8iM,nndtdinonr  AntreeaMi  fointlf  ootof  I>oon.  Theii^ 
faabaOantO  who  have  loot  thev  hooaes  and  all  Aeir  Elfeota  byithe 
iate.  nnindaitEon  ofllie  waters,  are  fiwbld  €totii&g  a  slicfh  of  timber  to 
'iddoB  a  rireltaa  far  ihohr  fohnelys,  w  e?On  to  repair  thehr  honest  thaft 
iwaia  waaoked  in  pieoea  by  the  WOler  and  Ioe«  Some  haire  boon 
itakea  before  the  Jnatidea  byf  a  warrant  atid  laid  nnder  large  Bbnda 
ior  Onttingtimibar  on  their  own  posaissions  for  tiie  purpoaeof  Bnild- 
tn|^  othiera  are  li^  nnder  bonds  for  ontlmg  a  aUek  of  ilre  wood. 
We  are  also  forbid  to  Draw  our  seins  in  the  riyer  for  fish  whioh  wiH 


imU  gmilj.  td  bur  HtBtem,  InteiDglost^aMM  ef  ikir 
tte  iniutdfttum  1^  water,  hmIIi^  add  to  ail  (Ntr 


.Me  04>i^imA7.  Flmderiog  (he  yihabiiaiit%  takiiie  fitmt 
fail 


lAttki  pffotifloioiifr  they  kad  left  ikkm^  KUfing  mr  (Mtle> 
avijM  whi0keioi|riBdlfch««iiM.  SapBi«eilil^ioa4iaafaa»] 
<b]r  ftlM  ialiabUaate  io^'liie^aatfaorily  base/  in  faopoa  to  of     ~ 
lor  IbeAfaoflte  Mid  jafloka  wkiob  weia^  INtiljieaeitiiigf  ba^oaBfil 
lAo  vadqaato,  «ikl  Ihti  thak  wbiialiiftieiad^  Mmk  «ad  .unlMrfall 

■     vMiilu 


iMadiHgahad  agaaM  Ita  Mudi  .iUN^Iher  i 
tiaatif  IraterA  Ico  halii  i4>rdad.I)ijriraottte  aad:Daiakatiba  i]»o^ 
oofc  aedearal^  haYiagm  giteat  jMctiof  obnluMuaa,  Oattio,  gtain  tm 
-irik^t  BffEbU  ktmied  down  tM  impetiana  lormit  &  laai  fer  etar. 
Yei  nolviifaatiuidiAgiatt  Utib,  thaaeiBttrbaieua  naanand  alOL  9ppn^ 
aiBglhe.liHikitodil^lkagBfei.  Our  Uood  and  taasnr^  Ina  bean  Ba. 
ptfadad  ia  6vx  Ooantni^a  eaaae  we  have  atapted  fiirth  k  fot^t  te  Aa 
'ffoldf  a  tote  of  Libarty  wUeh  «a  a  CDwaimy  wa  ham  obtamed.  Wa 
hate  Sajfecad  £Tetj  Baagar  thia  aida  Of  Deai^,iaaay  cf  our  itaaraar 
aad:te«dflreaed  €k>iiiledtioiia<hatne  Sled  ft  &ll«Q  3  ift  filla  ou  hearfta  wilh 
•giiaf  when  we  take  a  aerioua  view  of  one  waka^npj  aiftoatiaBi  thai  wa 
who  have  atoed  foitb  in  onur  Oaimtcaya  eiiaae  tmial  ndw  Ccadkam 
mder  the  Iron  rdd  of  Tjtonaej  and'  opptfeaaion,  and  by  tlioae  who 
iAo«ld  hwe  beemfirei  to  atep  forth  foe  oar  prdtaetioii  and  aadEe  gand 
and  now  while  othem.afe*  iajoving  the.  inoonoetiable  Heauga  af 
peaee  and  plAaaty^  and  adt  liiider  their:oam  ig  tato  and  Imvw 
to  make  tiben  afraid^  bat  lore  aingiiig  a.Quelam  toall  thefar 
■waaHs  under  tho/g^wUi^  yoke  of  Diapotum  and  ^  oiAel  aai 
aaid  lyrlJiuettl  pnaoeediii^i  had  againal  na  and  ifhioh  wa  na  Oai- 
'.tiaoaUr  seoaivlag  ftrom.tb  Civil aiid  .iiiUitazyiaiithorii^«a  wtSLm 
torn  thar  SoldieM  and  fMwilea^  andumeieiiiaty  laiad  danaaaia  I 


JDrofva  wd  almootto  Diapaialtton  jandiatM^aa  wo.oaa  have  aoqie  apaaiy 
irelitof  we  aae  ipavilaMy  lUiiiady  tre  laoafc-fljr  frbm-tiiia  pbco  rd&k  «« 
•Distroeaaed  feiadya>  living  our  alt  behind  iib^  ear  daUran  etymr 
lor  .bi:aad,  and  we  ahaU  have  none  to  give  them^  aad  we  woan 
Jurther  dbaarve  that  while  thia  waa' writtiiigaML  but  a  &w  aaEaatB 
4iaoe  antnnbar  of  the  ishabitanta  havesheen  JDrovefiDom  dMir  labaan 
by.thefioldielB^aad  beat  with  oldba  fiBomhooae  to  hoaaeia  aowI 
janel.  manoor,  tbeaefere  with  all  duan^^atd  for  thai  Hoo'ble  hadj 
lOf  whiel^  .OoDflBeasAre  oompoaed^  do.with  Defdreoee  and  Huui^ 
Jajjr^bfiaeosr  ftatreeaaed  aUnatioB  be£Bfe  year  ifionfUe  Body,  paa^^ 
iitgyOtr  Hon'ra  &ifamaly  to  take,  oar  imha|ipy  C^roaiantanaa  aato 
<yoiir  wiae  and  EqnitaUe  GoaaddaratioQ  and  weigh  tha  Jinitaaaraf  aar 
llctaiphttnta  and  gtoi^t  na' valirf  or  mMigaiaott,  and  that  wa  oaay  he 
<)uifeted.i&  our  posaaationa  imlallweeaaihave  ar  £ur  and  ' 
;ftrail'  for  tfie  light  of  sbil  aa  by  the  OoaMeration  ia  dirac 
aoaie  other  way  gatot  relief  aa  your  Hon'r  in  your,  great 
ahaU.  judge  just  and  Sqaitable,  and  we  aa  in  ddty  Boond  ahall  ( 
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;■''',■;'■■'  ""'  '    ^  "■  ■  ■^\'- Wyoming,' ist  May,  m4:''  '^ 

,  N,  B.  This  dftj  die  only  Orist  mill  in  the  settlement  Was  taken 

hy  force  from  the  inhabitants  by  the  Soldiers,  with  liarge  Clubbs*, 

'    I     Signed  in  behalf  of  die  hthabhantik  > 

ZBB'N  BUTLER, 
NATHAN  VENISON, 
JOHN  OINKINS, 
'  OBADIAH  GORE, 

HUGH  FORM  AN, 
•  ■  JAMES  BUTTON, 

'  PHINEHAS  PRICtl, 

"    '    ■■"'■'  '•    ■  'BENJ'N^ BAILY,     "  -' 

'      '     '  .        i        -         BBGNIHER  JOHNSON,     ' 

iWbiw,  •    ■•■'  •■    •■■•  ■■"  -      ■    \  '•    •  ■  ■  '  ••/',"',' 

Petition  of  Ziebtilen  Btitfer  atia  others,  Oonnecticnt  ^eiKlers  to' 
Obhtfres*  Ma* 7th,  1784; referrtd  to  Mi*. ' Jeffferson,  Mr;  Blfery'  Mr.' 
WiffiamsonV      '  '  ■■■•  "*       " 


"AtexAftrki,  Pattbisow  to  JtjfeoBs'o*  ■StiPliKME  Ootrat—  '' 

!'■"-;■'  '  ■■'•    ■      '      -'W*toHltNd,   1784;''   '  ■  ■  ■■  •'■..  ■.>!.. 

'■■'  '         Wyoming,  M^y  iO^/nSi:   ^ 

Gentlemen^ 

Wbereae  ynn?  dutj  to  tbe  state,  and  attetjtion  to  the  Rights  and 
Privileges  ofita  CitiKcuf^  Bern  and  a  your  attention  in  this  Ofmnty  at 
a  period  when  great  part  thereof  i;?  in  Ineri table  trouble^  it  will  nft 
Doubt  be  Necessary  for  the  peace  and  Safety  of  the  Conim  on  wealth 
for  yonr  Honours  to  make  evej^  Enquiry  from  what  sonrco  sueh 
Troubles  flow  the  origin ^  rise  aud  Progress  thereof  have  hitherto  bceir 
so  Con^picious  as  to  want  no  Illustration. 

It  now  only  reraarris  that  your  Honours  do  obtain  tha  proper 
Information  and  Causes^  whicb  have  produced  the  Present  Com- 
motions and  that  Prudent  and  wise  measures  be  adopted  to  stop  tbe 
Impending  Calamity 'b  that  Threaten  this  Large  tract  of  Country, 
you  will  no  Doubt  hear  that  great  Outrages  have  been  Comroited 
by  tbe  PennsylvEinians  againjit  the  Connecticut  Claimants  in  Iso- 
lation of  Law  and  good  Government,  But  1  trnit  it  will  be  made 
appear  that  the  measures  taken  Though  not  strictly  Consonant  with 
the  Letter  of  tbe  Jjaw  waii  the  result  of  absolute  Necessity,  and 
Dictated  solely  by  tbe  Principles  of  self  PreseTration,  for  Certain  it 
IS  that  no  human  Policy  could  goTena  or  Reeoneile  both  party's  to 
Kemain  peaceably  in  this  Country,  the  Rancorous  Disposition  olF 
tbe  contending  party's  but  too  well  Kvince  the  Catastrophe  that 
must  have  happened  had  not  the  measures  been  adopted  that  have 
been  taken  by  tbe  Pcnnsylvanians,  there  was  no  medium  to  save  the 

»  Se«  Col  R«c.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  120. 


eis         FWKasTLTAjnLL  ABOEom  mi. 

EffotMNi  of  hhicIi  ptood.    Tb^  Pennsylvaniane  had  come   into  Iftii 

Country  ifk  great  Numbers,  to^nd  that  the  Land^   thej  had  aa  hi^ 
eioce  bought  and  suffered  fbr  was  Q^euMrally  Clear  of  lioiiflee  or 
fences,  they  therefore  fell  to  work  to  Improve  and  in  m  Peacakk 
manner  Endeavoured  to  RepoMeto  tkemselyea  of  their  Property, 
whioh  was  wres^  frooi  thpm  ma|iy  years  ago  by  Lawlees  BaiidHti, 
the  malecoptents  betqol^  themselves  to  their  ancient  BeaonroeB  (tlot 
of  arms)  and  Thireateiied  the  Pennsylvanians  in  a  Darinf^  and  Oit- 
rageous  manner,  all  hopes  of  peacf  being  vanished,  it  was  adjndpd 
the  most  Prudent  step  to  se^e  a  ftivonrable  moment  and  Diaam  ths 
most  violent  of  the  Intrudecs^  upon  whioh  Notice  waa  giTea  thea, 
to  move  off  their  Ejects  fr  Paoiilys,  the  season  being  bo  fiar  adTaaoed 
that  there  was  np  ^ger  of  theiir  Cattle  suffering  by  the  waj,  this 
and  ovmF  other  prsoaatiop  waa  taken  to  prevent  the   Idea   sf 
Omeltyj  Though  in  simelar  cases  the  Pennsylvanians  hadaevs 
Becd.  any  thing  like  siqielar  Treatment^  on  the  Contraiy  tbey  have 
been  Bobed  &  murdered  apd  suffixed  every  spaoieB  of  Chrn^ty  hv 
those  Troublers  of  the  state  and  their  Quiet,  who  now  would  wish 
to  have  Government  believe  that  they  are  InoffenaiYe  Oitiaena  and 
strict  Conformists  to  the  Laws  of  Qus  state  which  they  ha^e  held  in 
the  i^ieatest  Contempt  fot  upwards  pf  fiftoen  yeaM|  but  had  they  aa 
alternative  they  would  Trample  it  aa  oswd.    Your  Honoars  win 
please  to  view  the  Difference  between  the  Party's  the  one  haviaa 
Trpf  b^  the  Sappn^Mf  of  iht^  State  for  such  a  series  of  yean,  aai 
Commiting  every  outrage  that  malice  could  sug|^t  ag'st,  ila  ttUn 
fbl  Inhabil^nta.    The  otha?  sapporting  tba  IMgni^  of  the  Stete  and 
Rights  of  th^  Pq^K  having  at  all  times  Evinced  their  Zeal  for  ila 
Wellfaret     The  l^eooaylvaniaaf  Khohave  baeaaetiveia  the  late 
povem^nts  aici  avaie  of  ^a  dtnation  in  which  they  aie  Plaocd, 
having  a  pitro^g  Pitrty  ia  NorthumberhMid  against  themi  who  bave 
^kefi  part  with  those  xestless  pe<^e,  and  had  it  not  baen  fior  their 
Interposition,  actuated  I  fear  by  pad  Principles,  there  woold  haia 
bean  no  trpuhle  in.  settlina  this  Country  with  the  Kghtful  ownen, 
and  ii)  is  mi^re  than  ProbaUa  (that  their  ?iews  of  P^^pularity  being 
now  at  an  End  by  Loosing  their  Darling  object  the  vatea  of  thosa 
Exiles  at  Sleotioas)  that  they  will  u/9e  Every  Endeavoura  to  atiraa* 
W  y^^r  Hpuoan  with  Oovemaieat  to  meaauiea  that  will  Perhi^ia 
Taoninate  in  9W  ruin,  hut  hop^  yoa  wUl  be  awar^  ijt  thoaa   Jmit* 
diar^  wha^a  wiah  is  tp  Jrifate  ipste^  of  aalving  tbfi  sore.    If  tha 
yiewa  <tf  the  J!iow,pptttlara  of  thi^  (»>|intrj  have  ^i^.ai^y  wise  been  aiai 
tM^n  they  will  be  vary  wihappy»  te  I  |un  w|sll  QcaiviAaad  that 
thfca  i^re  no  Papple  ofx  Ea|th  who  baya  a  ^^tar  v^n^nttian  far  tha 
Wftal  of  th JA  Commonwealth  pf  which  they  daea)  U  th^ir  Oieataat 
Honour  to  be  Citiaens.    Boainaaa  of  9aab  a  Complieatad  Nataa 
aoald  never  have  been  e&oted  with  mare  a«futi«i,  there  ia  no  Blood 
spilt  and  it  will  npt  be  ^  blame  of  the  Present  'Inhabitants  if  thaai 
ever  is  upon  the  ootc^onj^  as  S^yr  csr  Perhaps  n^of  of  the  lahahitaaii 
from  hence  may  be  Down  at  Sunbury  and  Numerous  Complaints  will 


irluob  I  PVi^  mjueiS  Dwintea  nQtbiiig  iliere  from,  in  order  that 
ypw  Hai(HiT»  mi^  b«  sprfure  of  tim  Gannipg  of  PetigEUDg  mw,  tbd 
iMiMier  is  Reeted  Xniiiplj  wi^  jqu,  tbitt  fran  >  peneet  juuKwIedga 
aa^  Pependamoe  on  vpiue  i^bilMiefi  ^iwb  moMmwi  will  be  tsken  bj 
GoTOimmeot  m  wiu  tend  to  tbo  TraQqiuUtj  of  ito  People,  tbo 
Present  eetUerB  b<tf  tbM  no  burah  bi^  ma^  be  Uken^  and  diai  tbe. 
Sheiiffaad  donii9  of  tbe  Jaetioe«  in  nuk  vicinity  may  not  Drive  to^ 
EjctreeioA,  and  eanae  duq^uaI  Diapntiona  to  arise  among  a  Peot>le' 
vrboae  strength  and  Well&re  Depend  on  Unaniiaity.  I  know  that 
it  will  be  said  tbat  I  bave  given  mj  lanotion  to  the  meaeuires  adopted 
it  would  be  nncapdid  to  9aj  tbey  had  it  not 

I  have  done  nothing  <AoiaUy,  having  some  time  sinee  Besigned 
ngr  eoQunki^n  of  th^  Pei(Be>*  But  havmg  some  Gonsequenoe  among 
the  People  I  have  frequently  dven  theol  penniin  and  Papers  that 
bi^w  OeneKatly  answered  tbe  Puvpeses  Intended  (vii*>  the  eeeomr 
HKMbtioBa  of  Persons  apparently  in  Diatress.  Tou  will  Please  to 
ahserve  that  the  Pewaylvanifkus  Conoeive  that  tbe  D^enninetion  of 
tbe  GongeessionaU  0<mP  ^  Tienton  Tonebing  the  iuriadiotionand 
Fft«n>ptioii  of  this  Oountiy  ww  Inal  and  Deeisive  aad  that  fiarther 
Sreten^cma  to  Tml  upon  the  Subject  was  in  too  greftt  a  Depee 
Tampering  wi^b  their  Pa<4enee  and  Propertyi  and  are  Determined 
to  Def^Nid  it  sgainst  any  Preten^ioBa  or  Peq»le  Claiming  under  the 
St$te  of  Oonneetiont  ahoold  they  bo  im>  uiguat  as  to  Penevere  in  fO; 
IliiquitQUs  a  meaeure^ 

dept.  Anustfong  does  me  the  Honour  to  Deliver  this  to  whom  I 
refer  for  its  authenticity  and  forther  Pajrticulara.  • 
I  hate  the  Honor  to  be^ 
with  the  Highest  Bsfceemi 

and  Regi^rd  Oeniilemen  your  most  obedt. 
$  very  humble  Servt. 

ALEX.  PATTEBSON.    [ 
Directed^ 

TheHon'ble  Thon^aa  HoKean,  E^qr.,  ^  the  other  Supr^o 
'  Kes  now  at  Sunbury. 
tand«  by  Capt*  Axini|trox\g. 


Alexander  Pattxbson  to  Pbb$.  DiokinsoN;  1784! 

Wyoming,  18th  July^  1784. 

Sir, 

Wbeien  I'^ayefor  som?  fifteen  years  past  been  Interested  in  the 
fffaiirs  of  Wyoming ;  and  more  pafticubily  so  since  l^e  late  Oom- 
motiohs  became  serious,  1  therefore  humbly  hope  that  it  will  not  bp 
Deemed  Impertinent- if  I  sainme  the  freedom  to  state.gofne  factP 
relative  to  the  situation  of  this  Country  as  it  now  stands,— 

*  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  117. 


flBfr'       tm^satiVAmjir  MKUOhim  vim 

Whal  HapMMr  befcre  Ool.  Ifttofo  left^  tills  ftao^^he  Ims  in- 
ctoabtedlj  faiUifttlly  repteiieiited  to  your  Btoellmijr  ^i  Oaiidl, 
siBoe  which  we  hA?e  been  oontiiittallj  MMnvded  by  a  Body  of 
armed 'iMiL,  who  eaf  tiiat  l^ey-ttM  undet  th^  IHrectaoD  0f  lh« 
sheriff  of  this  County^  theM  ha«  not  one  day  {Mi^flMl  ikmi  tlMfy  hmm 
not  Cotmmitdd^BOme  oiiirage  upon'  the  peaceable  and  IndiMl 
Iiihtibitanto,  by  fiejatiog,  Roi^iBg  aUd  PlimderiDg  them  of 
property.  They  have  ^en  Thirty  obe  Horses  out  of  the  a 
iae«ty  heiides  »  Number  of  Oattle  &  ilieep  \  This  day  they  took  Mr 
Shoetnaker  oAe  of  our  Jasticee  wh&  hud  just  retortied  from  Sanbny 
akd  flnter'd  into'reoOgAkaiice,  Beat  him  in  a  Crael  and  Bartmroas 
manner,  we  have  born  with  every  Species  of  Insnlt.  Their  Honftd 
threats  to  ttnrder  ine  and  several  Oendemen  at  tlm  plaee,  has 
IndiMed  nte  to  keep  a  Gusrd  of  Kear  ifty  men  ever  mmee  CeL 
Mooro  left  ihw  place  for  the  safety  of  our  lives,  we  hare  oafefbBy 
avoided  idl  aets  of  HoetiiitieSy  and  thereby- 1  hope  Evinoed  to  tlis 
wdiid  oar  good  Intentions,  6od  knows  that  We  Wish  to  get  dear  ef 
tliose  Rviwgadoes  without  Bloodshed  bnt  I  fear  it  is  not  Poesifale, 
they  will  oobtiit  some  Grueltys  Ihat^  will  Eventn^y  luiiig  on 
Bloodshed,  thieve  is  nothing  mo^  they  wieh  than  to  act  the  Ptoief 
the  lavage,  %hoy  havte  Blasted  their  faces,  and  abused  oar  FHffSk 
iHth  Towmehanks  they  hiiv«  had  reccnrseio  the  Law,  bat  find  its 
Operations  too  slow  to  answer  their  purpose  they  are  IXeterauned  t» 
xnpoaien  tlKeinselTe»  iho'  et  the  risk  of  Life,  they  have  Dnped  tbs 
state  in 'their  Pretence  of  applying  to  the  Laws,  they  never  Iirtendsd 
the  least  good  to  the  stiato,  they  ought  to  be  ox^kMled  Uran  a 
Gitixenship,  their  actions  has  always  shewn  it* 

Your  Excellency  will  Easilv  F^roeiv«  that  this  Bosineas  has  east 
me  a  large  sum  of  money  and  if  effeeted  will  dodhttess  oost  some- 
thing Considerable,  we  have  Vartoue  Beports  of  a  Body  of  men 
coming  from  ConQecticut,.it  will  Doubtless  be  Necessary  for  this 
State  to  Interpose,  I  have  besides  the  support  of  the  Guards, 
alluded  to  supported  the  familys  of  our  Pe<^le  who  hold  Poeaesaicny 
with  Bread  to  a  Considerable  amount. 

'  Permit  me  to  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  Oovemment  ought  to 
Interpose  in  our  behalf,  and  give  an  Immediate  support  to  oar 
Possesions  the  malcontents  having  done  Flagrant  oibncea  snfident 
to  warrant  such  interposition  fer-  the  safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 
lli/ufp  the  Honour  tc^be 

with  the  Oreatest  Esteem 
I  •  .  yeur  Bseelleoicy's  Most  obedient  ft 

very  Humble  Serv't, 

ALEX.  PATtE^BON* 

'  A'sm^l  support  how,  may  save  the  slkte  a  world  6f  ^uUe  and 
etpettce.  '-  -  . 

2>t^rwrf«f,— -His  ExceHency,  John  Dicikinsbn,  Es^*r,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col  Bep.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  163. 


JoHXi  Frakkijn  to  Omosas  ow  thx  GarbisoNi  1784. 

Wyoming,  July  27tk,  1784. 
Chsntletnen^ 

~  In  the  name  and  bebalf  of  the  Inhabitatite  of  this  plaee.  who  hell 
iheir  Lands  under  tbe  Oonnecticut  Claim,  and  were  lately,  wilhonl 
Ijaw,  or  even  the  Colour  bf  Law,  drove  off  from  their  Poseetunoni 
and  Property  in  a  hostile  and  uneonstitutional  manner— ^we.  there* 
lore,  in  the  name  of  those  kijor'd  and  inoens^d  Inhabitants^  demand 
an  hnmediate  Surrender  of  your  Garrison  into  our  hands,  toeetilief 
with  our  Possessions  and  Property,  whieh  if  Oompli'd  with,  yoa 
shall  be  treated  with  Humanity  and  Commiseration ;  otherwiee  tbe 
Consequences  will  prove  fatal  and  bloody  to  every  person  ^nd  in 
the  Garrison.  We  give  you  two  Hours  for  a  decisive  answer;  and 
will  receive  the  same  at  Mr.  Bailey's. 

JOHN  FRANKLIN,  in  behalf  of  the  injured. 
John  Franklin  acknowle<)ged  the  above  inatcument  of  writing  to 
be  hie  act  and  Deed,  in  the  presence  of  us, 

J50.  BOTD, 

John  Aemstbono,  J&. 
No  answer  sent  to  this. 
The  Siege  begun  the  23rd. 

The  Oflioers  at  the  Garrwen  in  Wyoming.    Hon'd  Mr.  HaUen- 

bMSk. 


DXK>SITI0M  JofiK  BoTD,  1784. 

Beforeime,  John  Seely,  Esqr*.  one  of  the  Justices  pf  the  Peace  in 
and  for  the  s'd  County  of  Northumberland,  appeared  John  Boyd| 
Esqr.,  &  being  duly  sworn,  doth  say  that  a  summons  of  the  same 
Tenor  of  the  within  written  one  was  Delivered  to  him,  &  that  John 
franklin  acknowledged  the  same  in  his  presence  to  be  his  act  and 
peed. 

JOHN  BOYD.* 

Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  me,  at  Wyoming,  Septr.  24th, 
17o4. 

(Goppy.)  Jno.  Seelt. 

Depositign  or  William  Brink,  1784. 

Pennsylvania,  ss. 

Be  it  Bemembered,  that  William  Brink,  one  of  the  Constables 
jiear  Wioming,  and  particularly  for  the  Shawanese  township,  in  the 

*  This  is  attached  to  a  copy^fretn  the  oriffUial  rf  wkkh  the  above  is 
ntinted. 
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oonniy  of  Nortlmmberland^  &,  Staie  of  PennajlTUiu,  mppemr&i  po^- 
boxulUj  befdre  the  Honorable  Hiomas  H'Kean,  Baqmre,  Bootor  of 
loLyfa  Gkief  JnsliDe  of  the  Supreme  ooiirt  of  the  State  aforesftidy  fte, 
and  made  oath  on  the  holy  Evangeluts  of  Almighty  Chad,  timt  ob 
Tueeday,  the  tweAftielh  day  of  the  piBeent  month  of  Jolj^  thk  Be- 
ponent  and  diren  cither  Imiabitants  of  the  ab*  Shawanese  tovnahip^ 
were  iafcHtned  that  divers  perscms  fnnn  Conoecticat  aiul  Vemool 
were  oonang  to  Wioming  armed|  and  under  the  command  of  a  ocrtua 
llijor  Joel  Abbot)  and  that  aoertain  Jcbn  Franklin  waa  alaoooraiag 
there  with  another  party  of  armed  men;  that  he,  thin  D^Knent,  and 
between  twenty  and  thirty  of  his  neighbonrsi  assembled  togeiha  in 
the  township  afs*|  armed  with  their  nraskets  &  bayonets,  and  staM 
in  a  Body  until'  about  three  o'clock,  wh^i  they  oondnded  the  Goa- 
Heotiout  &  Vermont  F^rtj  were  not  coming,  and  they  thereo^xm  set 
out  for  Fort  Dickinson^  and  having  marohed  about  hjjf  a  nSe 
beyond  the  flat  lands,  oommonlv  caUed  the  Shawanese  Flats,  and 
were  got  into  a  wood^  very  thicK  with  brush,  they  were  fired  npoa 
\>y  a  party  of  men,  who  lay  in  ambush,  and  three  of  them  were 
wounded,  two  mortally^  and  one  slightly— that  some  of  the  Faoiy 
with  this  deponent  returned  the  foe,  and  then  they  all  retreated 
back  across  the  river  Susquehanna  and  up  to  the  Fort,  where  they 
all,  or  at  least  the  greater  part,  remained  until  Thursday,  when  ^lii 
deponent's  wife  sent  his  son,  about  twelve  years  of  age,  with  a  hant, 
for  him  to  ride  home;  but  he  left  liis  horse  at  the  Fort,  and  retaraed 
home  by  water  in  a  canoe,  and  at  the  rivals  side  he  ^vnd  hla  wife 
and  family,  also  Ezekiel  Scouenhoven's,  Joseph  Montanie's,  JaoM 
Grimes's,  Peter  Taylor's,  Preserved-  Cooley's,  John  Cartwrigfat's, 
Nicholas  Brink's  &mijies,  and  some  others,  standing  there,  wobmi 
and  children,  under  the  guard  of  John  Swift,  Giles  Slocum,  Walter- 
man  Baldwyn.  Satterly,  John  Inman,  and  some  othen, 
armed  with  rifles  and  guns,  who  had  driven  them  from  their  habita- 
tions, without  suffering  them  to  bring  anv  thing  with  them,  excqil 
the  Clothes  they  wore,  and  a  few  bed  clothes  for  two  or  three  of 
them — that  this  deponent  then  spoke  to  John  Swift,  and  the  others, 
and  told  them  they  had  had  recourse  to  the  Law,  and  did  they  now 
mean  to  aot  arbitrarily  and  by  force,  he  thought  they  had  been  eon- 
tented;  but  they  severally  replied,  that  they  expected  no  satis&ctioB 
from  the  Law,  and  were  thereflore  resolved  to  take  the^  own  satis- 
faction ;  that  they  meant  to  kill  every  man  they  saw  carrying  anas; 
they  then  asked  the  deponent  whether  he  intended  to  titte  his  wife 
and  family  into  the  Fort,  to  winch  he  answered  that  he  did  not^  bot 
to  take  them  ont  into  the  country  down  to  Delaware — they  then  toU 
him  they  meant  to  take  the  Fort,  and  to  show  no  quarter  to  those 
whom  they  should  find  in  it,  men,  women,  or  children— 4hat  tim 
deponent  thereupon  went  with  his  family  to  Justice  Seeley's,  about 
four  or  five  miles  from  that  place,  where  they  remained  all  mi^ 
and  the  next  morning  proceeded  with  his  family,  cattle,  and  a  little 
provisions,  together  with  a  blanket  and  coverlid,  to  the  house  ol  Jfr. 


rEtttbrny,  odtr  S^hrmrfe  ri^er,  id  the  bounij  of  Nortimm^toB,  irtiit^t 
lie  left  them,  when  he  set  out  lor  Philadelphia,  which  was  yeaterday: 
moniiog.  iHiis  deponeot  further  saith  that  the  before  named  Walter*^ 
BMOi  Baldwjn  UM  'him  he  wondered  that  he  and  his  Party  did  not 
fight  tliem  when  ihej  shot  at  him  A  ihem  in  the  woods  on  l\ieadajy 
and  wounded  the  three  men,  for,  said  he,  there  were  bnt  serent^en- 
of  ns,  and  yon  were  ilie  stronger  party  in  nnmben.  And  further) 
this  deponrat  saitit  not 

WILLIAM  BRINK  »    ; 

Sworn  k  snbecribed  the  27th. day  of  July,  before  me* 

THO.  M'KBAN. 


BcposinoN  or  Ool.  John  Aslmwibovo,  1764. 

Slate  of  PtouByltAnTa,  as : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  Captain  Joho  Armf^trong  of  ihti  State  of 
PenQs^Iyank,  appeared  p^raonally  be  for  o  the  Houoniblc  Thomas 
MuKcan,  Escruire,  Doctor  of  Lawe^  Cbief  Justice  of  tbe  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  af^'d^  &g.,  and  beiug  Bworn  on  the  boly  Evangel-^ 
]st«  of  Almigbty  God,  depoBetb  and  laitb,  that  on  tbe  twelfth  aay 
of  tbis  prcBcnt  month,  ^^^Jt  ^s  he  was  travelling  from  Tioga  to 
Sunbury,  he  was  obliged  by  indisposition  of  health  to  stop  at  Wio-; 
ming,  where  he  fouua  the  inhabitants  in  great  com  mot  [an,  a  camp 
being  formed  by  a  number  of  people,  wbo^  he  understood,  haa 
arriyed  there  from  the  State  of  Conneetieut  and  other  parts,  at  a 
plaoe  called  Forty-Fort;  th^t  he  Was  there  told  that  %ht  said  Pairty 
had  commiUcd  yarions  acts  of  outrage  on  the  inhabitants  of  that 
neighborhood,  such  as  insulting  and  beating  them,  stealing  their 
horses  &  cattle,  &c.  That  this  deponent  having  recovered  a  little, 
he^went  to  Forty-Fort  by  water,  and  on  his  landing,  he  was, met  by 
certain  Giles  Slocum,  Waltermati  Baldwyn,  William  Smith,  John 
Inman,  Edward  Inman,  Richard  In  man,  Ishmael  Bennet,  senior^ 
John  Jenkins,  Phineas  Stevens,  Daniel  Pierce,  and  others,  in  all 
about  thirty  or  forty,  armed  with  rifles,  muskets,  &o.,  and  after  his 
being  among  them  sometime,  he  found  by  their  general  conversa-^ 
tion,  that  they  were  determined  to  drive  off  all  the  people,  who  had 
]^088essed  themselves  of  lands  nnder  titles  from  the  Oovemment  of 
JPennsylvania,  in  that  country,  and  that  they  only  waited  for  re-in- 
fit>rcement«  to  enable  them  to  execute  this  purpose.  That  he  appro* 
hencfS;  from  the  conversation  he  then  had  with  them,  that  theif 
party  at  that  time  consisted  of  about  sixty  men.  This  deponent 
further  sdth,  that  he  returned  afterwards  to  his  quarters  contiguous 
to  the  late  Garrison,  and  remained  there  a  few  days,  when  the 
party  from  Gonneetiout,  &c.,  fired  upon  the  Fort,  where  some  of  Ihd 

♦  Bee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  167. 
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flMttn  ondBT  Pai]tfyhui%  wlioM  UVet  btd  bes 
aaaemMed  for  flafety.  That  on  Tknndaj  kat,  the  twcntj-MeoBtl 
day  of  this  preseat  menth,  a  anmber  id  meiiy  women  and  cfaildnn» 
tew  into  ^e  Foti  for  protection,  who  seportei  thai  tbej  w«m  eoi> 
polled  tbeir  hoasee  by  an  armed  force,  plnndered  of  every  apnaet  ef 
property,  and  that  their  lives  were  threatened  by  the  pfttlcra  wnicr 
the  State  of  Coaneotieai  and  a  pariv  lately  from  YermoBi.  Thnk 
on  the  twenty  third  of  this  month,  a  large  party  appeared  cmbodiei 
new  Fort  Dickinson,  and  soon  aftet  fired  upon  the  inhabitants,  who 
had  fled  there  for  safety. 

This  deponent  Atrtfaer  eaith,  that  refieoting  on  the  nnhappj  aita- 
ation  df  tae  women  and  children,  who  liv^  near  to  the  Port,  ia 
being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  both  patties,  he  b^ged  of  a  widow  that 
had  two  sons  with  the  aforesaid  party,  to  desire  that  they  wonU 
cease  firings  until  she  md  aolne  mote  in  a  similar  eitaatioa  could  be 
remoyed  to  a  place  of  safety,  which  she  aocordin^y  did,  and  thers- 
npon  they  sent  her  word  that  there  should  be  no  finng  Cor  tve 
hours,  wnen  he  went  to  assist  a  certain  Mrs.  Spaulding,  a  lone 
woman,  to  remove  her  family  and  property,  but  he  had  scarce  left 
the  gate  of  the  Fort,  when  he  was  fired  upon  by  the  a&'d  Connecd- 
cut  party.  That  they  continned  to  fire  upon  the  inhabitants, 
wounded  a  boy  of  about  twelve  years  old,  an  old  man  aboye  sixty- 
five  yean  of  age,  and  shot  at  a  very  young  boy  riding  on  a  hone, 
and  wounded  the  horse;  and  that  Hostilities  had  not  ceaaed  on 
Sunday  morning,  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  when  he  left  the  plaee. 
And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  ABMSTKONO.* 

Sworn  at  Pbdhdelphia,  July  28di  day,  1784,  before 

Tho.  M'Bjeak. 


GOMMISStONXBS  TO  Aux.  Pattsbson,  &c.,  1784. 

Northumberland  Co.  ss : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Magistrates,  officers,  and  a  number  of  the 


Good  Inhabitants  of  the  county  aforesaid,  Taking  into  serious 
sideration  the  distreas'd  entuation  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Wyomii^ 
Both  New*£ngland  and  Pennsylvania  have  appointed  Mr.  John 
Seott,  Mr.  Wm.  MoCord  and  Thomas  Hewitt,  £sqr.,  To  Aequeot 
both  Parties  to  Cease  Hostilities  untill  the  farther  mind  of  Cooneil 
and  Assembly  be  Known. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above,  we,  the  Subscribers  are  arrived  for 
that  purpose,  and  do  Crave  a  Conference  with  you.  Either  by  Okmh 
mittee,  to  meet  a  Committee  from  the  other  Party,  or  otherwise^  as 
yon  shall  Think  most  Prefer — we  would  wish  you  to  be  as  Bx^edi^ 

*  See  O9I  Eeo.,  Vol  XIV.,  p.  167- 
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Uous  as  Possible,  as  we  are  nnder  an  obluntion  to  make  our  Betum 
as  soon  as  possible. — ^We  are,  with  much  JKateem,  your  Well  wishers, 

AUXI>'ApA«gUtiQ|ly)  THOlfAB  HxwiTTi 

B.  W.  Ball,  [  Esqrs.  John  Soonv 

tiAML.  BlAD.  )  Wm.  MoGoBD. 

July  80th,  1784. 


Answer  to  the  above. 

Wyoming,  July  80th,  1784.   ' 
(Gentlemen, 

.We  ne  honored  by  yours  of  this  date,  and  cMmcwire  ourselvw 
much  obliged  by  the  Trouble  you  and  the  Magistrates  of  thia  oonnlgr 
haye  taken  in  the  inatasice.  There  will  be  no  Hostilitioi  oommcnced 
on  our  jMirts,  and  shall  be  happy  to  see  you  at  the  garrison  when 
you  think  proper  to  honor  us  with  a  visit.  Every  thme  that  may 
tend  to  the  Good  of  tins  €kyvertiinent,  and  the  safety  of  «ie  Lives  of  ^ 
the  Citizens  shall  be  strictly  observed  on  our  Part  We  wish  i^ 
couferenoe  with  you  as  soon  as  may  be  at  this  Place.  Captain 
Henderson  waits  upon  you  for  an  answer,  or  to  accompany  you  to 
^e  Ottrrison. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  with  Esteem, 

Your  Obedient  Serv'ts, 

'^HOKAB  HlWITT,      *\  AlSZD'B  PATT»aC»r, 

John  Soott,  [•  -      B.  W.  Ball, 

William  MoCioBiH  i  3AaiL«  Riuu>. 


CQUKumwaoB  tq  Albz.  PATyxuNar,  Aa,  1784. 

Wyoming,  July  80th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

.We  received  y^urs,  and  are  happy  to  find  such  compliance  on 
your  part  We  would  wish  to  meet  you  at  Mr.  John  HoUenbaok's, 
at  8  o'cdook  this  afternoon,  ae  we  have  the  utmost  assurance  from 
Mr.  John  Franklin,  Mr.  John  Swift,  Mr.  Phineas  Pieroe,  and 
others,  that  you  will  be  treated  with  the  utmost  Civility.  We  are. 
Gentlemen,  with  much  £steem|  your  humble  Servts., 

Alsxander  Pattxbson,  \  Thomas  Hxwitt, 

B.  W-  Bail,  >  John  Scott, 

Saml.  B££p.  )  Wm.  MoCoep. 

An  immediate  answer  would  be  verry  agre^— from  youn  as  be- 
fore. ' 


Answer  to  the  foregoiDg. 

WjouingfJulj  80tb,  1784. 
GteaAemaaf 

We  are  to  acknowledge  the  reoeipt  of  yours  by  Captain  Hender- 
son. Would  be  happj  to  meet  you  at  Mr.  HoUenback,  Bat  ve 
wish  first  to  know  whether  you  are  the  only  Persons  that  we  are  to 
meet,  and  whether  you  as  an  Embassy  from  the  Magistrates  of  this 
County,  are  restricted  from  haying  Egress  and  Begress  to  anj  pait 
of  said  County.  Permit  us  to  obsenre,  that  we  cannot  oonoeiye  it 
oonmtent  with  our  duty  to  meet  at  the  place  appointed,  being  at 
too  Great  a  distance  from  the  Ghirrison. 

We  are,  (Gentlemen,  your  Obedient  Seryants, 

ThOM A8  HSWITT,  ")  AUXD.  PATTKESOff, 

John  Scott,         [  B.  Ww  Ball, 

Wm.  MoCoro.      J  Saul.  Bnn. 


Com  MiatiioNxnfl  to  Albx.  Pattbbsoni  &o.,  1784. 

•  July  80th,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

We  receiyed  yours  of  this  date,  and  you  mentioned  Mr.  HoDea- 
back's  to  be  too  fiir  from  the  Ckrrison,  and  as  we  are  not  permitted 
to  enter  the  Oarrison,  we  request  you  or  any  Committee  from  job, 
to  meet  us,  the  Subscribers,  together  with  the  Flag,  at  Mr.  Sin- 
mia's  kovae,  as  soon  as  possible.  We  are,  with  due  Bea^l,  jm 
real  Friends  and  humble  Seryants, 

Albxd'r  Pattibson,  )  Tbdmab  Hmmr, 

B.  W.  Ball,  >  John  Soott, 

Saml.  Beed.  j  Wm .  MoGobd. 

An  immediate  answer  will  be  yeixyjigreeabk  from  7QB>  ie  befove. 

Answer  to  the  aboye. 

Wyoming,  July  80th,  1784. 

•Gentlemen, 

We  receiy'd  your  last,  pr.  Flag.  We  will  meet  you  iastantlj  al 
the  place  appointed ;  in  the  Inteiim  we  Expect  all  hoMilities  to 
cease ;  it  shtdl  be  strictly  obsenred  on  our  part,  But  we  are  sorry  to 
Inform  jou  that  this  Instant  our  people  were  fired  upon.  We  aie, 
G^tlemen,  yonr  Obedient  Sery'ts, 

To  Thos.  Hewitt,  *)  Alexd'r  PATnotsofw, 

John  Soott,     V  B.  W.  Ball, 

Wm.  MoCoftP;  )  Saml.  Bxxd. 

And.  Henderson. 


BMKSSriNASU,  JJtQHIVlD  »«C  <ST 

GoMMissioMEas  TO  Alxx.  Paxtsbson,  &0.|  1784. 

Attgost  Isi,  1784. 
Genilemeiii 

Afl  we  are  not  permitted  to  enter  your  Garrison,  and  Beady  to 
Return  and  wish  to  take  oar  'Leaye  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Garri- 
son, we  request  the  favour  of  you  to  meet  ns  at  Mr.  Slocum's 
House,  9Jt  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  under  the  direction  of  a  Flag 
from  this  side.    We  are,  with  due  Esteem,  your  obedient  Sjsrvai^Vi . 

AuEXD'EPi^KMOKyEtoV,')   .  TkiQci^  Bnvxn^  4 

And  the  Gentlemen  of  tn'e  >  John  Scott, 

Garrison.  )  Wiluam  I^^ord. 


Answer  to  the  aboTC. 

r  Wyonung,  August  Ist,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  shall  do  ourselves  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you  at  the  time 
;ftnd  place  mentioned  in  yours  of  this  Date,  and  are,  with  much 
^Esteem,  your  Obedient  Servants, 

.VkOHIAS  ^SWITT,      )  AuOD'R  PATTBMQNy 

John  Soott,  v  Esqrs.  B.  W.  BaIiL, 

William  MoCcad,  )  Saml.  Rbsd, 

Andw.  Hjbndxbson. 


Messrs.  Botd  and  Armstrono  to  Pres.  Diosinson,  1784.^ 

Easton,  2d  August,  1784. 
Sir, 

In  our  haste  to  accomplish  some  part  of  the  preparatory  busing 
,  which  we  have  taken  npoa  ourselvee,  we  have  only  time  to  inform 
,  jo«;r  Excellency  &  Council  that  we  got  tq  this  place  early  on  yester- 
day, &  that  we  purpose  to  leave  it  early  on  to-morrow. 

There  has  a  bte  Aoci.  been  received  from  Wyoming,  whicb  left 
Them  in  almost  the  same  situation  as  those  we  saw  in  Philada.  A 
2d  summons  has  been  sent  to  Patterson,  offering  Honey  to  Him  ft 
his  followers,  if  they  sunender,  &  threat'xiing  them  all  with  the 
'  sword  if  they  do  not.  Some  Women  ft  one  Child  have,  b^ea 
wounded  within  a  few  days. 

«     We  propose  to  write  yoa  agidn  in  a  day  or  two-^when  ire  shall 
be  better  able  (o  determine  the  temper  as  well  as  piqeparation  of  the 


Troops  i^th  whom  we  are  to  aol,  &  o^  whom,  our  AoooimiB  (mft  tUb 
moment)  are  not  the  moat  promising. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  Ezoellenoy's  &  Conncil'a 
Most  Obedient  &  Moat 
Hnmble  Serranta, 
JNO.  BOYD, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Jb.^ 

Hia  BieeBenqr  John  Dickinaon,  Bsqr,  Piealdent,  ko. 


JVatlOEB  OV  NOBTHUMBXBLAND  TO f  1784.f 

Wioming  Angt  5th,  1784. 
Qentlemen, 

We  are  now  at  thia  plaoe  In  order  to  executo  the  Laws  of  thii 
State  which  we  hope  to  e£bct  aa  the  Gonn'ot  party  has  sabmitted  k 
die^rsed  in  our  presents  but  they  express  great  fear  from  a  party 
latoly  at  Locust  Ridge  &  other  smiul  sonSdng. parties  onlawfoDy 
assembling  to  disturb  the  places. — ^Therefore  Qentlemen  we  hope  if 
yon  or  any  of  yon  know  of  any  snch  riotous  or  unlawfol  partki 
oolleoting  you  will  discountenance  &  forbid  the  same,  we  as  JostioeB 
of  th0  peaoe  for  the  Oo.  of  Norih'd  subscribe  our  adrmp  your 
HaaabW  Servt. 

DAVID  MEAD, 
ROBT.  MARTIN, 
THOS.  HEWITT. 


JuSTIOtS  OV  NORTHUBCBXBLAND  OoUNTY  TO  A.  PaTTKBSON,  Ac, 

1784. 

wioming,  Aug.  5ih,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

In  Oonsequenee  of  our  Instructions  from  the  Supreme  Bxecutate 
Oouncil  of  the  State  of  Pennesylvania,  we  bare  demanded  of  the 
Connecticut  Party  their  arms,  and  such  a  Number  of  their  men  as 
we  think  Proper  to  be  put  in  Cham  of  the  Hiffh  Sherriff  of  the 
County,  until!  the  Heasure  of  the  Clnef  Justice  m  ^this  ease  shidl 
be  known,  and  those  that  remain  to  be  Bound  to 'the  peace  and 
good  Behaviour  in  sufficient  Securily, — whieh  they  hare  Complyed 
with. 

•  For  their  appointaMiOy  aea  QoIqil  fieob»  YoL  XIY.,  p.  168,  and  80SL 
808  of  this.  i  J-    -^         ---» 

t  Not  directad« 


f XarNSTLYANIA  ABGHmS  17S4  ffift 

Therairae  m  ihenama  of  th*  Gomadoiiwiealth  we  denaad  (b^ 
same  of  yoa  and  joar  Party,  also  the  delivery  to  us  of  aU  Sta^ 
Property  and  your  Flag  to  be  taken  down* 
We  are  yonrs  fto., 
Messrs.  Aunt.  Pattcrson,  Hobt.  Martiw, 

B.  W.  Ball,  Tfeos.  Hewitt, 

Saml.  Keid,  Dayid  Miad. 

'   AKB.   HSNDEBSOITy 


JUSTIOJU  Ot  NOftTHUMBXBLAJND   TO  JOHN   FaANKUN.  &0.. 

1784. 

Wioming;  5tb  Au^.  1784 
Gentlemen, 

In  obedience  to  onr  Instmctions  from  the  Supreme  Bzeentive 
Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  we  have  repaired  to  this  plae^ 
ft  find  two  parties  in  actual  Hosti^ies. 

Therefore  in  the  Name  of  the  Oommonwealtb  we  command  yo« 
&  that  without  delay  to  deliver  us  the  arms  of  your  party's  togethef 
with  such  a  number  of  your  men  as  we  shall  think  proper  to  put  in 
charge  of  the  hieh  Sheriff  of  the  County  midU  the  pleasure  of  th4 
Chief  Justice  in  Uus  caserfiall  be  known  &^  if  required  those  tint 
remain  to  be  bound  to  the  peaoe  ftgood  behtvkmr  with  sufieient 
security. 

We  are  fto., 
Messrs,  John  Franklin,  Thos.  HBwmr, 

Phinbhab  PhroBi  Datid  Msad, 

GiLK9  Slocum,  Robt.  Maetin. 

John  Swift, 
.  N.  B.  The  Gonn'ofc.  party  disperiMd  in  o«r  presents. 


John  Fbankun,  &c.,  to  Justices  ov  Nobthumebland 
Co.,  1784. 

Wioming,  Augt.  5th,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

We  received  your's  of  the  present  Date  in  which  you  as  Majes- 
trates  and  as  such  we  revere  you  in  your  exalted  sphere,  and  as  you 
.have  iu  the  name  of  the  Oommenwealth  of  Pena^vMia.  made'  ti 
Demand  of  our  Arms,  declare  our  promptitude  to  complv  with  your 
Requisition  and  we  shall  rely  Gentlemen  upon  your  Honors  than 
we  shall  have  the  Benefit  of  the  Laws  of  this  State  in  all  respects  ffi)r 
the  future,  at  Uie  same  Thne  lementbg  the  nagleol  of  the  Law  in 

27* 
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tees  pMlwlikkfaiB  been  AaoooMiiii«f  dl  Km  Hoiftilitkt  yMA 

«»  an  ohaiiged  wkb. 

Gentlemen  wa  us  mth  dim  reapecty. 

your  moaiobedt.  hamble  Serrts. 

DAYW  MsJJ),        7  JOHM  FftAHKUV^ 

Thom.  HbwxtTi  ^Esqnurea.     John  Swiit 

SOBT.   MaKTJU^    J  OILS8  SliOCUMi 

PfilNSHAS  POEBOK. 


Answer  to  the  foregoing. 
Jvsnoss  ov  NeiiTHUB€fiE&LAHi>  CoimiT  TO  OomioiLy^  lT8i. 

Wiomingy  Angt.  6th,  1784. 
Oetiitevi^By 

In  obedience  to  the  Instractions  of  Conncil  of  24th  J^T^  wa 
Bapahred  to  this  Plitce  and  found  the  Two  Butses  in  actual  HostUi- 
tm,  and  jeesterdaiy  made  1^  Demand  of  the  Connee't  Party  % 
Surrender  of  their  arms  and  aubmiaaioB  to  the  I^iws  of  thia  St 
which  tiMy  Complyed  withj  ze&raooe  being  had  to.  the  lodi 


7e  alao  made  a  Demand  of  the  same  nature  of  the  Party  in  the 
Garrisan^  but  haye  Reoeiyed  no  direct  but  evaaive  answers— at  sana 
lime  expressing  &ar  of  their  livesi  in  reply  to  which  they  wen 
proMsed  P^oteotion  agjreeable  to  Iaw  in  eyery  req^t  but  atiU 
nold  the  Qarrison  and  haye  not  Dispersed. 

We  Belieye  that  a  Due  ez^oution  of  tj^e  Laws  will  be  the  most 
effectual  measure  Iq  Quiet  the  Country,  as  to  the  Pretended  Claim 
or  Title  of  the  Conneo't  Party  we  haye  nothing  to  {Bar,— nnd  are 
Conyinced  that  had  it  not  been  throngk  the  erud  and  Irregular 
Conduct  of  our  Own  People  the  peace  mieht  haye  been  established 
long  since  and  ae  well  tjiis  Qonor  and  Dignity  of  Goyemment  anp- 
ported. 

We  are  Gentlemen  with  die  greatest  Bespect, 

and  esteem  your  Hble.  Seryt> 

THO.  HEWITT, 
DAVID  MEAD. 
ROBT.  MABTIN, 
P.  S.  Please  to  satisfy  the  express  for  his  Trouble. 


Bf  BB8L  BoTD  Aim  AaMBTBcnra'  vo  Pun.  DnmnvnoHf— Wwojohcl 

1T84, 

7th  Ang't.  1784. 
«r, 

Till  to  day  wo  haye  had  no  easy  mode  of  communicating  with 
your  Exoellency,  nor  was  our  intelligence  such  as  would  haye 

*  Not  direoted  but  inferred  firom  its  eontenta 
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MdraVa  iheiimiUa flid espenee of  — pbying tn  Bsjprai.  19% 
«»  this  nwrnwg  kowew  bo  fortuiftto  m  to  moot  with  Ooptate 
£li0k%  b^whoA  wo*iii»t  bogleanro'  to  atatOiin  a  very  hoety  wwr 
the  prooeedings  wUoh.  koTO  okeody  bo60i»  ti^eii  A  thuoo  iro  h«fo  it 
in  oontempktion  yet  to  take. 

Upon  onr  arriyal  at  Eostoo,  wo  fimnd  ndthor  the  temper  nor 
prepuration  of  th»  militio^  saok^  as  we  had  expected  to  find  them. 
The  first  (to  which  no  serrice  wonid  be  yerr  ffooeptable,)  had  been 
partionlarly  set  against  thin  by  the  agency  of  some  fellows  who  with 
influonce  enough  to  mislead  the  people^  haye  had  wickedness  enongh 
to  misrepresent  the  oli|eot  &  intentions  of  Ooyemment.  We  eyery- 
where  met  the  following  objections,  'Uhat  it  was  the  ananndlof  a 
sett  of  Land  jobbers,  that  the  whole  Oeontiy  was.  not  worn  tie  life  of 
a  single  man,  or  the  labor  of  the  many  who  were  now  called  ont  to 
<|diefc  iii,  k  that  tibey  wen  dwwn  f»rih  not  merely  to  support  the  kws 
bat  to  extirpate  tbe  whole  race  of  Gonneeticnt  olalmaats,  Ao.,  A#. 
JEte  and  afasord  an  these  objections  were,  &  mnoh  as  Gol.  Oraiff  k 
(Othors  hail  exerted  tkemselyes  to  obyiate  them,  yet  snch  was  tneir 
efibct  npon  the  minds  of  the  people  that  not  more  than  one  third  df 
.tho  aamber  wamM  sppoar'd  at  the  place  of  Bendeayons  ft  amon|^ 
.tfaflM  b««  yeiy  few  deolared  themselyes  to  be  peifeelly  willing  to  go 
'ftrther.  Disagreeable  as  we  felt  tliis  want  of  disposition  it  was  not 
howsifer  move  unpromising  than  their  almost  total  went  of  preparft- 
ytion.  Ont  of  TO  men  who  csmo  f^om  the  6Ui  Northampton  Botit'i!, 
'thenr  were  bnt  40  who  had  broughi  thm  anna— aocontremenUf; 
ketfles,  &e.,  Ac.,  there  wore  none. 

Thaa  mnsi  haye  neoessarily  produced  a  delay  had  it  noir  aHsen 
from  another  source.  C6L  Or&ig  haying  in  the  mt  instance  counted 
upon  a  mors  exaet  oomplianoe  with  Ms  orders  than  they  afterwards 
met^.  had  made  a  yery  esxtensiye  arangement  of  three  detachments 
which  were  to  moye  by  different  routes,  very  widely  apart  &  entirely 
out  of  reach  of  each  other.  -  Thir  supposed  that  eatoh  would  be 
equel  if  not  superior  to  the  whole  force  of  the  insurgents  which 
your  BxoelFy  will  ted  generally  stated  at  250  or  SOOmen.  We 
need  therefore  entier  into  the  reasoning  which  induced  us  to  alter 
this  plan  &  instead  of  committing  ourselyes  by  detail*  to  bring,  the 
'Whole  force  to  some  adyanced  point  from  which  we  might  operate  a$ 
•oontihigency  would  ditect-^This  plan  which  entirely  commandB  the 
•ewtiance  of  tho  swamp  was  thought  the  most  proper  for  this  purposOi 
A  we  haye  accordingly  drawn  them  hither. 

In  this  situation  an  account  of  the  half  finished  negocfklion  of  the 
Northnmld.  Madslrates  ha9  fbund  us,  we  could  wish  it  had  been 
IDOVO  eompleat,  but  from  some  priyate  eyidence  which  wo  shall  soon 
he  at  liberty  to  communicate,  we  are  led  to  apprehend  that  the 
principles  vpon  which  iff  has  been  conducted  were  neidier  yery  fkiir 
%o  indMdnals  nor  honorable  to  the  State  ft  cannot  therefore  be  eith^ 
yery  lasting  or  satisfactory.  Some  part  of  this  opinion  we  haye 
formed  upon  the  magistrates  own  letter  to  your  ExcelFy  which  we 
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4SdA  the  libetty  to  oyeii,  tad  nUok  we  egnn  enoloee.     We  ptapum 
ihflwrfbre  to  prooeed  unmedialdj  ft  Endanvov  to  ezeoute the  imlkm 
ftttendoiii  of  Ooancil.    We  shell  mofe  the  ivoopi  ai  sun  mf^  k 
koft  to  get  thro'  the  awamp  et  day  hvnk  to-monvir. 
We  are,  Sir, 

with  the  higheai  respect 

yotir  BxceDency'B  &  Councfl'g 

most  obed't  Humble  servaata, 

JOHN  A&MSTJa01«}. 
JNO.  SOYD. 
J)inxied, 
.    Hb  Bzodl>;  Brest.  IKekiaseB. 

The  late  affiiir  at  Looust  Hill  was  coe  of  the  mOBiinpadeiit  aai 

arotoked  attaeks  that  has  yet  beee  made,  &  shall  heeome  as 
y  object  of  oer  encniiries*    The  ciroamstanoes  were  as  foUowa, 

Ool.  Moore  agreeably  to  a  plan  which  we  had  oonoeited  ni 
Philad'a»  had  collected  about  20  Voluatoers  with  whom  he  had 
taken  possession  of  a  little  height  abont  nidway  in  the 
.merely  .to  eommand  the  avenue  by  whieh  we  propoesd  to 
the  Coll.  had  kin  there  some  hours  beliering  himsdf  to  he  iMuftuUj 
.eeouie  (as  they  were  still  in  Northampton  Co.,)  when  withowi  any 
frovoeation  on  his  part  or  prenoua  notice  on  thttrs,  he  was  iicd 
.nppn  by  the  Insuiigenta,  driven  into  a  little  hut  k  there  obliged  to 
sustain  a  two  hours  attack  of  mat  violenoe,  in  which  three  of  his 
linen  were  wounded  ft  one  kUl'd.  The  assailants  then  withdrew 
jnto  the  swamp  and  the  Ool.  retired  hither. 

This  little  rencounter  would  have  been  araeh  mors  e({nal  had  net 
Hoore  himself  been  ill  of  a  fever  ft  His  party  so  much  diipets'd.* 


.Exposition  of  Euphalet  Emmons— WroHiNo — ^Loouer  Uua, 

1784. 

Before  mCi  the  Sabsoriber,  one  of  the  Justices,  &o.|  in  ft  for  the 
County  of  Northumberland!  persooally  appeared  BUpbalet  RinT^^'^fv 
Mfed  thirty  one  yeara^  who  beiieg  du^  sworn  on  the  holy  Evaanliat 
^of  Almighty  Ood,  doth  depose  and  sa^;  on  Thursday  the  29  Jcdy* 
,1784,  .there  came  to  my  house  early  m  the  mornings  one  SuUivan 
,fnd  Phelps  and  enquired  for  two  men  who  had  passed  the  J3«ed  this 
.night  before,  to  wit,  John  Gabel  ft  one  Lightly,  On  Friday  momiiig 
dame  one  BurwcU  and  another  person  whom  I  dp  not  know,  ft 
enquired  if  there  was  a  pariiy  of  men  at  Jboofist  hill|  I  told  them  that 
I  &d  not  know.    Immediately  after  came  thirteen  n^en  commanded 

[^  '  *  ^  PHP*  507, 
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partjof  men  at  Locust  Hill — I  ooald  not  tell  them.  Ihej  i 
WQnVmviy*  On  V|idtjr  at  midnight,  came  Gideon  Chorch  and  a 
Toung  man  bj  name  of  Jenkins^  who  said  thej  were  goii^  off  to 
New  England,  They  then  went  o^*,  A  came  back  pn  Satordl^ 
morning  about  an  hour  after  sunrise;  and  about  half  an  hour  after- 
wards one  Yanorman  came  in ;  Church  and  Jenkins  in  oonyersation 
mentioned  that  they  had  found  out  i>y  Yanorman  that  twenty  five 
men  ^^fete  at  Locust  ^ill,  They  then  Went  away.  On  Si^turday 
about  midhight  came  Gideon  Church  and  Waterman  Baldwin  and 
several  others  whom  from  the  Darkness  I  did  not  know,  who  said 
thby  were  |(olng  to  meet  MoDonnel's  partyj  even  if  thcjr  went  t^ 
Locust  Hill  for  him,  They  said  that  tdey  bad  forty  men  with  them. 
I  asked  them  if  they  did  not  think  McDonnel  was  reinforced  witl^ 
some  more  men.  They  answered,  Gtod  Damn  him,  they  did  not  care, 
they  would  ^ght  him  where  they  could  meet  him.  They  staid  but 
a  few  minutes  &  went  off.  At  Sunday  noon  Lord  Butler,  Gideoii 
Church,  Prince  Alden,  &  one  Harris  came  to  my  house  &  got 
Dinner,  &  went  off.  I  asked  where  the  rest  of  the  Party  were; 
some  one  answered  that  they  were  gone  back  to  Wyoming.  About 
three  o'Clock  on  Monday,  came  Lord  Butler  &  another,  who  got 
their  Dinner,  &'  ordered  something  to  be  got  for  thirty  seven  men^ 
who  were  coming  in  &  whom  they  said,  were  almost  starved.  About 
6  o'clock,  the  thirty  seven  men  came,  &  got  their  Yictuals.  John 
Swift  commanded  the  party,  amouff  whom  were,  Lord  Butler,  a 
man  ^lled  Major  Abbot,  Waterman  Baldwin,  John  Fuller,  William 
McCIure,  fjiJeon  Church,  ThoniMs  Heathy  joung  Isbmae!  UeDDct, 
Doctor  Minor  who  was  wounded  thro'  the  Leg,  Prince  AlJeo,  one 
WhitOj  one  Sullivan,  Abm.  Pike,  Bill  Sloakum,  John  Platncr^  ooe 
Burbel.  Wheo  Butler  first  caroe  he  mentioned  that  tliey  had  a 
tkirmish  at  Locust  Hill  and  had  killed  a  number  of  the  people 
there;  he  said  he  believed  that  thej  would  not  again  attain] pt  eomitig 
thro^  the  swamp.  Aft«r  the  whole  party  came  np  there  waa  a  great 
deal  of  ConversatiOQ  ah  out  their  afi^air  at  Locust  Hill^  the  gcnerrLl 
Tenor  of  it  was  of  the  number  of  men  they  hud  killed  &  the  number 
of  shot  thej  bad  put  thro'  the  House  at  Locuat  Hill.  They  ataid 
about  two  hours  Sl  then  went  away.  I  asked  Lord  Butler,  why  he 
had  not  taken  Mc  Do  an  el's  men  prisoners.  Ha  said,  Damn  them 
Tie  did  not  want  prisoners,  but  we  wanted  to  shew  them  that  we 
would  not  let  them  come  thro'  the  Bwamp.  Lord  Butler  seemed 
^o  haTe  the  nest  command  to  Swift.  The  Deponent  on  a  number 
af  names  being  read  over  to  him  recollects  that  the  following  persona 
l>esidoa  those  above  named  were  also  at  his  house  with  the  Party  on 
the  Return  from  Locust  H ill;  Two  men  bj  the  name  of  Jenkins, 
one  Gore,  Dtnl,  Sullivan,  Leonard  Cole,  Reuben  Cook,  one  Halstead, 
Edward  Intnan,  one  Harris,  Stoddart,  Spencer,  Wra.  Smith,  one 
Corej,  &  Moses  Sills-    The  Deponent  is  a  TaYorn  keeper  k  had  put 
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I  has*  pMimiil  k 
SLIPHAliBT  EMMONB. 


*    Swom  before  me  at 
Wjomntgi  Augnst  9«b,  1784. 
Jnx).  Sult. 


} 


DsposiTioN  0*  SiiiKNcji  BMMOKfr— WyoMiuo,  1784. 

'  Before  me  ihe  subscriber  one  of  tbe  Justices^  &c  fin  &  for  tbe 
Couutj  of  Northumberland  personally  appcard  iSVifence  JEmmouh 
wife  of  Elepbalet  Emmens  aged  27  jears  wbo  being  dul^  swoni  on 
tbe  holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  GcA,  doth  depose  £  saj  in  addidon 
to  the  beposiUon  of  her  Husband  which  was  read  in  her  prescnoe, 
that  she  heard  Lord  Butler  say,  on  his  return  from  Locust's  HiD^  at 
her  husbands  house,  that  he  believed  they  had  killed  some  of  tke 
party  at  Locust  Hill.  She  heard  I>  Minor  say  he  had  seen  tbiee  of 
them  dead  and  sU£ 

SILENCE  EMMONS. 
Swom  before  me  at  Wyoming,  An^st  9th,  1784, 

JN<>  S££L7. 


Bbposition  or  Cha&lss  Manbow — Yfiomm^  1784^ 

Northumberland  county,  sa. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  August  in  the  year  ooe  tfaouaand  • 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  Before  me  Henry  Sbpemakeri  Bsquixo,  cm 
of  the  Justices  of  Uie  Peaoe  in  and  for  the  said  Goontgr,  Yohmtvily 
came  CharUi  Jtanrow,-  aoed  Thirty-five  yearsi  aad  ufoa.  his  tolei^ 
oath  according  te  Law  dia  say  that  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  July 
)ast  about  one  hundred  of  the  New  England  party  among  whom  wen 
John  Franklin,  Giles  Sloakam,  Jolia  HoiU<»)eig,  John  Rjo%  oas 
Burnham  and  Abraham  Westbrook  came  to  the  houae  of  this  depch 
nent  living  Stoke  Township  near  Nanticoke  in  said  Comity  all  wuk 
arms — That  John  Franklin  when  he  came  up  to  this  d^oaenta  hoiua 
spoke  to  him  and  ordered  him  to  maroh^  upon  which  the  deponaat 
replied  it  was  just  nigbt  and  that  he  oould  not  get  hia  creatmraa  w 
that  he  could  get  away.  Giles  Sloakam  immediately  aaja,  msoeh 
away  with  your  &mily  up  to  the  For^  the  depeaent  still  desiied  to 
stay  till  morning  &  ro  down  the  Biver,  Bat  Giles  Sloakam  inajated 
that  if  he  did  not  go  uiat  niftht  and  ahonld  remain  there  Uli  mami^g 
be  would  make  a  corpse  of  him — ^And  afterwards  wont  away  towards 
the  Fort  That  this  deponent  not  thinking  himself  safe  to  stay  in 
his  house  left  it,  and  his  family  in  it^  and  returned  to  his  £amily 
about  a  week  after — that  John  Kyon's  after  the  new  England  Party 
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liad  been  Mom  the  )Boi<  MHie  d)i}«  ud  »  MiM 

agreed  on,  eeoHig  this  diepoiieiil'ni  the  Towa,  djamanded  of  fahn  yfhU 

he  meant  by  Btayiag  on  tbe  groond  &thveatened  that  if  he  did  not 

eau^y  quickly  thie  deponent  wonki  wish  he  had^  Thait.Johi 
oUebefgand Bdwavd  Bnman after tbeatlaok U ILoonat  JJUdgeteU 
tbn  deponent  at  his  own  hotnei  via.,  HeUobecg  told  him  that  a 
Burty  of  M^  of  theiv  men  had  been  in  the  great  maap  to  attaoktha 
FenamHee  ceminff-i»  to- Wyoming^  Snmaa  mdt  that  they  had  bean 
io  Loenst  Ridge  wt  the  same  pmose,  and  had  aitaoked  theaat  the 
Honae  there*— Enman  farther  eaid,  that  it  waahaa  opinion  the¥  had 
klfled  seven  or  ^ght,  and  hifw  qiany  they  had  wannded  hei  wM  not 
tell;  and  seemed  to  rejoice  greatly  at  the  SnoeeaB.  And  finthar  thii 
depon^kt  saith  net. 

hta 
CHARLES  H  MANBOW. 
mark. 
'   I^en  and  Swotn  the  day  and  yeat  afbreeaid,  before 
HsNBY  Shoemaker. 


Deposition  Of  Jajmes  Landoit— WtominQ;  1784. 

Northumberland  Connty,  as.   - 

On  the  ele.yenth  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
Thousand  Seven  HnnJbred  and  Ei^hty-Feur,  Belbte  mo,  Henry 
Shoemaker,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the 
said  County  Voluntarily  came  James  Landon^  aged  Thirty^Tbof 

J  ears  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  EvangelietB  as  follows,  viz.,  that 
bhn  FrankHn  and  John  Jenkins*  eevend  times  latdy,  with  Joel 
Phelps  had  ordered  this  deponent  to  move  ont  of  the  Bouse-  he  fived 
iki  since  last  spring  in  Bhawonese  Township  in  the  said  County,  fov 
that  they  would  suffer  no  one  to  live  in  that  oonniry  who  would  not 
join  them..  That  Elijah  Phelps  and  one  Bndd  abon*  three  weeks 
ago  came  to  this  deponents  house  mid  took  away  his  Rifie  Onn| 
threatening  that  if  he  did  not  let  them  have  it  they  would  tako  ten 
times  the  value  of  it,  also  his  Powder  Horn  k  abont  half  a  pound  of 
Pbwder  and  ten  <»  twelve  Bullets — and  said  they  intended  to  disarm 
the  Penamites.  That  about  an  hour  after  he  this  deponent  went  to 
John  Franklin's  and  told  hfm  about  his  Gtm  being  ti^en  from  hiz% 
with  ftankJh)  there  Was  one  Richard  Inman  w^iro  said  to  this  depat* 
ftent,  if  you  will  join  us,  you  shidl  have  your  Oun.  That  FnodElia 
told  him  tie  should  net  have  his  Oun,  neither  did  he  ever  get  it 
again — and  said  he  must  either  go  and  join  them  in  the  Fovt^  or  gat 
out  in|;o  the  Country;  for  he  should  not  st^  there--«and  added  that 
by  the  eternal  God,  if  we  have  to  stonn  the  Garrison,  we  will  saerifioe 
every  man  we  find  therein,  that  had  taken  up  arms  agaiast  ua<-^That 
during  the  time  the  Fort  was  besieged,  as  this  depeneatwaa  sitting 
at  his  own  door  making  a  pair  of  moceocaHs  he  heavd  a  Qmi  ived^ 
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looMng  «p,  he  mr  WaUan  teiUi  4  WiUiMi  SlMlnai  iriro  bid  jnft 
ibMdowii  an  Oxtaid  to  belong  to  one  Hewiiiyatid  after  the  Ox  was 
kiUed&dr6n8dthe7l0ftit]iithecaieofM"WiDd8hiptO8ali.  Thai 
whibt  this  depooteat  was  at  a  oertatn  timeat  Windflhips,  one  BoxiAaai 
aaane  there  and  told,  that  he^  and  the  man  who  waa  then  with  hia 
had  been  pkoed  as  eentviee  ai  Sh^ronese  to  lay  in  amboah  fer  the 
Pennaylnuiians^  that  his  oiders  were  to  file  npon  the  PennajlTviianB 
m  soon  as  ihej  oame  iq»  and  stand  their  Gronnd^that  if  these  twe 
Oentries  heard  their  Party  fire,  they  were  then  to  leave  their  Post 
and  go  to  their  assistenoe,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  dog  who 
iisooTered  the  New  England  Partv,  they  would  have  ent  off  the 
Pennsf  Ivanians  to  a  man—- That  whilst  the  Fort  was  besieged  lie  thai 
deponent  heard  Caleb  Forsytbe  say  that  if  the  PenneylvaniaoB  wen 
so  stubborn  &  would  uot  deliver  up  the  Fort,  they  would  be  pnt  to 
the  Sword  and  they  did  not  know  whether  they  would  spare  woinea 
and  children — And  that  he  had  heard  Waterman  Baldwin  saj,  that 
if  they  could  not  hold  the  lands  at  Wyomii^  by  Law,  they  voald 
by  force  of  arms.     . 

*  JAMES  LANDON. 

Taken  and  Sworn  the  day  &  year  above  said.  Before 
Hen&y  Shoxhakxb. 


CxpoiBixiON  ojt  JooK  Kino— WTOMZMGy  1784. 

Northamberland  Gpunty,  ss. 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  Aogust  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-Four,  voluntaril  v  came  before 
ine  Henry  Shoemaker,  Esquir^  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
and  for  the  said  Oount^,  John  King^  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy 
Efangelists  aa  follows,  viz.,  that  on  Friday  hut,  the  Sixth  Inatanti 
William  Jacqnes  came  to  the  House  of  this  deponent  with  John 
Swift),  William  Sloakam  and  Elisha  Saterleyaind  gave  him  notice 
that  he  should  move  out  of  his  House  and  be  gone  off  the  Premises 
and  leave  the  Place  in  two  days  or  that  thev  would  bum  the  House 
down  abont  him,  or  words  to  that  effect,  and  then  gave  a  great  shout 
and  rode  oC  That  on  this  eleventh  day  of  August,  this  deponent 
with  Abraham  Goodwin  were  riding  along  the  road  from  this  depo- 
nents house  and  coming  to  Wyoming,  being  on  the  road,  a  man, 
whose  name  this  depouent  has  since  been  informed  is  Timothy 
Underwood  was  standyUigby  a  house  where  one  Woodworth  lives,  he 
was  armed  and  there  were  there  two  others  unarmed,  whom  this 
depouent  did  not  know — ^That  Underwood  had  a  Bifle  with  him 
•bolonging  to  Abraham  Ooodwin,  upon  Goodwin's  calling  to  Undei^ 
wood  to  bring  to  him  the  Eifle  be  had,  which  Goodwin  said  was  his, 
Underwood  made  no  answer,  but  put  the  Bifle  to  his  Shoulder  k 
iMcesented  it  at  Goodwin  &  this  de^nent—Uppn  which  they  pot 
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themtdtM  on  tbe  ddence,  And  Uiidenrood  peroeLfing  ii|  went: 
'  behind  the  house  and  ran.  off.    And  fnvtliet  tUi.ds|iOQMit  aallh  ocmU 

I  •  JOHN  KINO. 

I  Taken  and  Sworn  the  day  and  year  aboTesaid,  Before 

i  HUBT  SHOSBfAKXB. 


DBPosnaoN  o»  Hbnrt  Birnit— WToanNa,  1784. 

Northumberland  County,  bb  : 

On  the  Eleventh  day  of  August,  in  the  Tear  of  our  Lord,  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  Four/  Before  me,  Henrj 
Shoemaker,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the 
said  County,  Yoluntarily  oame  B^ry  Bumeg,  aged  Forty  Four 
Tears,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  as  follows,  via. : — 
that  about  the  be^nning  of  July  last,  he,  this  deponent  living  i]| 
Shawonese  Township,  in  said  Countv,  saw  John  Swift,  Elisha 
Saterley,  William  Jaquea,  and  a  number  of  other  persons,  and  at 
different  other  times,  pass  along  the  Road  near  where  this  aenonent 
lives,  with  arms  in  tneir  bands,  to  and  fro,  to  what  thev  called  Head 
Quarters,  about  a  mile  distant  from  bis  house ;  that  this  Deponent 
had  frequent  conversatiou  with  Swift  &  Saterley  &  one  Joel  rhelp% 
who  had  ordered  him  often  to  go  out  of  his  house,  and  threatened 
Uiat  if  he  did  not  go  away  and  move  into  the  Fort,  they  would  abuse 
him,  by  beating  him  and  so  forth,— ^insomuch  that  be  was  afraid  of 
bis  life.  That  on  the  twentieth  of  July  last,  after  the  ambuscade 
at  Shawonese,  he,  this  deponent,  saw  one  Bumbam,  who  with  others 
had  gone  out  to  lay  in  wait  for  some  persons  that  had  gone  that  day 
from  the  fort  to  Sbawenese;  that  Bumham  was  speaking  to  Wind- 
ship  &  his  Family ;  that  he  overheard  Bumham  say,  that  he  &  his 
Party  would  have  cut  all  the  Pennaylvaniana  off  that  were  on  their 
Return  to  the  Fort  from  Shawenese,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  dog, 
that  Bumham  said  he  saw  on  the  Road ;  one  man.  Brink,  killed, 
&  that  several  others  were  killed.  That  this  Deponent  says,  Daniel 
Pierce  and  others  frequently  tdd  him,  that  they  intended  to  storm 
the  fort  where  the  Pennsylvanians  were,  if  tbey  did  not  deliver  it 
up  in  a  few  days,  and  that  the  Pennsylvanians  in  the  Fort  must 
abide  by  the  consequences  if  tbey  were  stormed  therein — and  that 
Daniel  Pierce.  Elisha  Saterley,  and  others,  swore  that  they  were  de- 
termined to  dear  the  Ground  at  Wyoming  and  the  other  Settle- 
ments in  the  vicinity  of  tbe  Pennsylvanians,  for  they  would  not 
saffer  anv  of  them  to  remain  thereon.  That  the  day  after  Major 
McDaniel  ft  the  Party  were  attacked  at  Locust  Ridge,  Elisha  Sater- 
ley ft  this  Deponent  met  together,  and  Saterley  asked  him,  what  do 
yon  think  of  the  Pennamites  now— That  they  weM  not  able  to 


6B»        snrKsrviiAiriA'  AsmrBB  vnt: 

ight  thMn  Bt  tU ;  for,  by  0~d,  we  have  killed  forty  of  then  j«*( 
dftj.    And  folliar  tlua  DqMme&t  eiUh  not. 

HENBT  BIBNEr. 

Taken  and  Sworn  the  Day  and  year 
aboyesaidy  Before 
HXNBT  ShOI 


DaposiTiON  OF  Leah  Vangardir— WYOBfraa,  1784. 

Norihamberland  Gonnty,  bb  : 

On  the  Eleventh  Day  of  Ansnat,  in  the  Tear  of  onr  Lord  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  Four;  Before  me,  Henry 
Shoemakeri  Esquire,  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peaoe  in  and  for  the 
said  County,  Yoluntarilv  oame  Leah  Tat^arder^  and  made  Oalh  on 
ihe  Holy  Evangelists,  that  on  the  Twentieth  day  of  July  last,  whilst 
Wilhelmus  Yangarder  was  at  the  house  of  Frederick  Evelanda,  in 
Shawenese  Township,  in  the  said  County,  lying  there  from  a  woond 
he  had  received  jbhe  same  day  at  Shawonese  from  some  one  of  the 
New  England  Party,  and  this  deponent  being  then  also  with  him,  a 
certain  Thomas  Heath,  of  the  said  New  England  Partv,  oame  into 
the  house,  and  asked  the  said  Wilhelmus  Yangarder  if  he  knew  who 
it  was  that  was  about  to  kill  him  after  he  was  wounded ;  Yangarder 
said,  no  ]  Heath  then  replied  that  it  was  he  that  was  going  to  kill 
•him ;  and  soon  after,  upon  going  away,  he  wished  Yauffaraer  well, 
and  said,  he  hoped  that  if  he  said  Heath  should  ever  fall  into  Yan* 
garder's  hands,  he  hoped  he  would  not  serve  him  so.  And  farther 
this  Deponent  eaith  not 

her 
LEAH  X  YANQABDEB, 
mark. 
Taken  and  Sworn  the  Day  and  Year 

abovesaidy  Before 
B£NaT  Shosmakoi. 


PfiBfiONS  WHO  BOSS  Abms — ^WYOMINai  1784. 

1  Jn*  Franklin,  8  William  Jaoquer,  16  Daniel  Peiroe, 

2  Ebeneier  Johnson,    9  Joel  Abbott,  v.  e.  17  Timothy     Under- 
8  Jn*  Swif^,  V.  e.      10  Jn*  Byon,  wood, 

4  Giles  Stoonm,        11  Lord  Butler,  v.       18  William  Boss,  t. 

5  Phenias  Peiroe,       12  Ellsha  Sattale,  v.e.  19  William  Jenkins,  v. 

6  John  Jenkins,        13  Elisha  Drake,         20  William  Slocum,  v. 

7  Waterman  Baidwinl4  Phenias  Stephensj,  21  William  Jaoksoo,v. 

V.  e.  15  Gidion  Church,  v.  22  Benjamin  Smith, 


PBRNSFLlrAllIA  AECHIVSB  1784 


23  Frederick  Bodd, 

24  Walter  Spencer,  v. 
$5  Stiaha  Harding,  v. 
26  ThomasStoddard^y, 
97  Daniel  Sullivan,  t. 

28  Joel  Phelpe, 

29  Noah  Phelps, 

80  Thomas  Healh,T. 
SI  Jn"^  Minor^  y. 
32  Benj.  Blanohard, 
88  Lebaa  Bknohard^ 
84  Mason  Aldeo, 

25  Pmoe  Aldan,  ▼. 
B6  Abraham  Neebit^T. 
-87  Jn*  Ooro,  v. 

88  Avery  Gk>r6, 

39  Nathaniel  Oook, 

40  Slijah  Harris,  v. 

41  Riohard  Inman, 

42  Jn*  Inman, 

43  William  Jones, 

44  Bdward  Inman,  v. 

45  Josiah  Pell, 


46  Nathan  Wade,        63 

47  Ishmsel  Bennet,     64 

48  Joseph  Gory,  v.     66 

49  Sale  Roberts,         66 

50  Blisha  Bonnet,       67 

51  Abraham  Pike,  v.  68 

52  John  Holbert,  y.  69 

Spy,  70 

58  Leonard  Cole,        71 

54  Isakel  Barnham,    72 

55  Williaoi  Hybbert^  73 

Spy, 

56  Ishmael    Bonnet,  74 

Ju',  y.  e.  75 

57  William     Smith,  76 

Ju',  y.  77 

58  Benjamin  Jenkins^  78 

v.  79 

59  Nathan  Cary, 

60  Abraham     Worl-  80 

biook,  81 

61 Roseeranoe.  82 

62  Jn«  (yNeill, 


Joseph  Tyler, 
Oomelins  Brown, 
James  BfowD, 
Thomas  Neill, 
Jn*  Platner,  y. 
Rhenben  Cook, 
Jeremiah  White,y, 
Si^muel  Gary, 
Justioe  Qaylord,y« 
Pelick  Coustook, 
Jonathan  Burwall^ 

y- 
Joseph  Stiles, 
WimamM<Clure,y, 
Riohard  BalstedyV, 

■  f 

John  Fuller,  y. 
Moses  Sills,  y. 

(ACoppy.) 
William  Hide,  y. 
Ned  Walker,  y. 
Thomas  Bead,  Spy* 


Indorsed f 

llth  Aug't,  1784.  Names  of  the  persons  who  have  borne  Arms 
in  the  late  outrages,  presented  by  Jn*  Franklin,  their  leader,  on 
yesterday.      (Copy.) 


No  1. 
Depositions. 

Abraham  Oooden  Being  dnly  sworn,  doth  depose  &  say,  about 
the  i^ddle  of  *  July,  Jiles  Slocum,  Uideon  Church  &  eight  others 
came  to  the  hous^  of  the  Deponent  about  Noon  and  Plundered  the 
.house  of  two  Rifles  and  some  Anununition  and  went  off,  aboul.a 
week  afterwards  Came  one  Phelps  and  seven  others,  and  Demafidivd 
of  the  Deponents  wife  the  keys  of  the  Chest,  Mr  Oooden  being 
Terrifi'd  by  their  talk  and  appearance  opened  the  Chest,  out  of  which 
they  took  some  Ammunition,  the  Deponent  also  heard  one  Tyler 
swear  they  would  storm  the  Fort  and  put  every  one  to  Death,  the 
Children  they  would  Tawmehack.  The  Deponent  asked  Timothy 
Underwood  this  day  for  his  Rifle,  said  Underwood  oocked  his  Rifle 
to  shoot  the  Deponent. 

ABRAHAM  GOODWIN.  , 


Sworn  before  meal 
Wyoming^  Ang'iVlltb,  1784 
Jm*  Seely, 


•} 


CM  naXSBILTAXLk  UKCHfVJBS  1784 


Ko  2. 

Pamdia  Tayhr  Being  duly  swoni  d6tli  ddpoee  and  say,  alxMl 
the  Bucteentii  of  July  came  one  Stepbens  and  Beveral  othors  to  At 
house  of  the  Deponents  fiither  &  Threatened  to  kill  the  old  maO| 
they  would  cut  him  in  Inch  pieoes  and  burn  him,  any  other  Death 
was  too  good  for  him,  Ikrther  said  they  would  drive  Bvery  one  te 
the  forl^  and  thev  would  put  Men  Women  &  Ohildran  to  deaJlb,  that 
they  Disregarded  the  Laws,  there  was  none  for  them  or  against  theuy 
they  had  kept  the  ground  by  the  point  of  the  sword,  and  was  deter- 
mined to  keep  it  so  stilly  the  Tuesday  following  the  Denoaent  weni 
to  see  Willhelmas  Y*  Gordon  a  man  that  was  wounded  bj  the  Con- 
nectiodt  Party,  amoung  some  diaeonrse  llie  deponent  lieard  the 
wounded  man  say  to  one  Thos.  Heath,  Jun'i  that  the  yankeya  fired 
frat,  fiyrther  said  as  they  were  walking  along  the  Road,  said  T"  6or> 
den  sp/d  a  dog  in  the  Bushes,  and  was  tumine  towards  Henry  Brink 
who  was  Next  to  him,  to  tell  him  he  beliey'd  it  was  a  yankey  do^ 
Just  as  he  was  going  to  speak  he  the  s'd  Y*  Gk)rden  &  Brink  wtf 
both  shot,  and  looking  toi^ards  Heath  who  was  seting  on  the  Bed- 
side said  yon  are  the  person  that  was  going  to  Blow  out  my  Brains 
*  as  I  was  Laying  there  wounded  and  would  have  done  it  had  it  not 
been  for  one  of  your  party  that  struek  away  your  gun  and  Bepra- 
manded  you  for  so  doing. 

her 

PAMBLL^    I      TATLEB. 

mark 


Sworn  before  me  at 
Wyoming,  Aug«  12th,  1784. 
Jn*  Sexlt. 


! 


No.  8. 


Befbre  me  the  subseriber  one  of  the  Justices  m  &  fbr  die  County 
of  Northtimberland  personally  appeared  Ji/iiaJi^n  Mafth  who  being 
dnly  sworn,  doth  depose  ft  say.  That  he  has  repeatedly  seen  the 
people  called  Gonnectiout  settlers  drive  away  bis  neighbours  cattle, 
Hogs,  ft  Sheep  ft  kill  them.  That  some  time  in  June  the  Deponent 
was  at  the  house  of  Jacob  Stroud  in  Northampton  Oounty,  where 
he  saw  one  Stoddart  and  one  Pearce,  with  about  Eight  or  ten  of  (be 
Connecticut  People,  The  Deponent  was  then  driving  up  some  cattle 
Sheep  ft  Hogs,  they  asked  him  where  he  was  going  with  them,  he 
answered  to  Susquehannah  some  of  them  said  ^  God  dam  you  get 
''  along  with  them.  We  wish  you  had  ten  times  as  many,  for  we 
**  design  to  have  them  all  soon.'' ;  The  D^apooent  then  eame  along, 
after  his  arrival  at  Snsquehanah  ih  oonvemtion  wfth  ona  Chester 


Pwtot,  %he  IhpGnmM  wHk^d  faia,  liow  be  thimght  mtlMi  nodd  go, 
He  Miswettd,  ^  By  Qod  the  woods  abali  be  u  f«ll  of  Wlute  Indiaui 
^  Uui  Buinner  as  eter  feiiey  were  of  Blaok  ODea|--*we  intend  io  lay 
*  IB  the  woods  if  nothing  else  will  do  &  shoot  the  Heads  of  tlM 
^  PenosylyanianB.''  The  Deponent  sbont  two  weeks  ago  hescd 
Benjamin  Herry  Say,  <<  Ood  damm  the  Laws  of  this  State  &  all 
^  those  who  made  them.'' 

JONATHAN  MARSH. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming*) 
Augt  10th,  1784.  [ 

J«0.  SlXXiT  3 


Na  4. 

Anthony  Bansioto  Being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say 
on  the  10th  Instant  he  heard  Benjamin  Harvey  say,  that  there 
would  be  more  fighting,  if  it  wa3  not  now  it  would  be  in  the  (all  and 
there  would  be  more  kilPd  than  what  has  been. 

his 

ANTHONY  M  BUNSIOTO.     ■ 

mark. 


.   Sworn  before  me  at  Wf  omingi ") 

Aug.  11th,  1784.  [ 

Jno.  Ssely.     3 


No.  5 

Marjf  Oooiey  being  dnly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say  about  tkr 
SOth  or  21st  df  Jnly  as  I  was  dressinff  the  wound  of  Henry  Brink 
who  had  been  shot  in  four  places  by  a  party  of  the  Ooneetiout 
settlers  John  Swift,  William  Sloakum,  &  Wm.  Smith,  Mason  Aldmi 
&  a  number  of  other  men  to  the  number  of  fifteen,  eame  to  mf 
bouse,  Swift  ordered  me  to  be  out  of  the  house  by  the  next  monM 
iuff,  I  told  him  I  oould  not  go  A,  leave  the  wounded  man  k  likewke 
.  ask'd  him  by  what  authority  he  orderad  me  out,  Swift  damu'd  me 
aiid  said  it  was  by  his  own,  Airther  said  with  a  Severe  oath  H  I  was 
not  out  by  Nine  o'clook  to  morrow  he  would  bum  the  bouse  ovef 
my  head,  I  said  I  had  but  one  lite  to  loose  if  it  was  my  fsite  to  bar 
kiird  by  him  I  oould  not  help  it,  Swift  then  ask'd  where  Mr.  Oooley 
was,  I  told  him  I  did  iot  know  but  that  he  had  kill'd  him,  Swift  said 
let  him  be  where  he  would  if  he  eould  find  him  arm'd  or  unarmed 
he  would  kill  him,  and  then  went  o^  the  seoond  Say  aftsr,  Pn^oe 
Alden,  Willm.  Jones,  Walterman  Baldwin,  Daniel  Peiree,  Fhineas 


iM»        vmBnsnoNBsiA.  uaBEFnm  mm 


StqAtot  nd  coe  Bmi^l  cam^  }^  }^J  '\f>^^   W«ti. 


told  me  tlM  bftlf  koar  wu  Expired  A  I  siiial  iD«di  I  baged 
for  time  to  move  my  things'  off,  Peiroe  ft  BaUwin  tokL  me  I  thaskl 
kaTc  Doae  &  Immediately  Threw  my  things  bnt  of  the  bonae  asd 
marehed  me  off  wth  a  Oaard  to  the  RiTer,  I  beged  of  them  to  let  me 
have  my  cowS)  whieh  they  utterly  BefasM,  I  aaked  Pbineaa 
Stephens  &  Willm.  Jones  how  they  Expected  to  hold  the  Laada 
they  said  no  other  way  than  by  the  Point  of  the  Sword,  before  I 
cross'd  the  River  I  saw  Willm.  Smith  one  Brown  &  Ishmael  Bennet 
Plunder  &  carry  off  mv  meal  &c.y  I  then  Crossed  the  Biver  and  came 
to  the  fort  for  my  further  Stfety.  ber 

MART  Nj   COOLEY. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming, ')  mark. 

Angt.  10th,  1784.  [ 

Jno.  Sxelt.  j 


No.  6. 

Catharine  Courtright^  aged  22  years,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  de- 
pose and  say :  On  the  20th  of  July  I  was  at  the  house  my  mother 
Lived  in.  Thoe.  Heath,  Junr.,  h  Phineas  Stephens  with  foor  othen 
Game  in  the  house,  and  a  great  Body  out  about  the  street  (this  waa 
Just  at  dark) ;  the  Party  afores'  Ordered  me  out  of  the  houm 
Emediately,  when  one  of  s*  Party  took  a  Chunk  of  fire  and  tiy^d 
to  kindle  it  in  one  comer  of  the  House  bnt  could  not,  when  Ste- 
phens at  the  same  time  order'd  him  to  bum  it  Down,  then  went  off; 
Boon  after  Leonard  Cole  came  ana  swore  he  would  have  satisiactioa 
if  he  killed  every  Pennemite  on  the  ground,  and  went  off.  Then 
one  Thomas  Heath  came  and  said  he  and  their  Party  Laid  on  their 
bellies  in  the  Bushes ;  he,  the  s*  Heath  told  me  he  saw  Helmes 
Van  Gk>rden,  and  Henry  Brink  coming  along  the  Road ;  aa  Y* 
Gordeii  was  Neareat  him  he  fired  at  kirn  M^d  HelmeS  V'  Cktden 
IbU  on  his  am,  and  another  of  their  man  which  was  next  to  him  la 
the  Budies,  fired  on  Henry  Brink.  The  said  Thomas  Heathy  Jon^ 
said  he  saw  Brink's  Rifle  Drop  out  of  his  hand,  and  his  arm  awing 
aa  he  went  off.  Heath  said  he  then  Drew  his  Tawmahock  and  ran 
up  to  Helmes  V^Qorden  to  Tawmehock  him,  but  V'Gorden  beg'd 
for  Quarters*  Heath  said  he  then  drew  back  in  the  Bushes  to  load 
hia  Bun  again.  The  guoa  began  to  fire  from  all  Qnarteia;  John 
FradLlia,  who  was  Commander  of  said  Party,  came  to  the  dooi^  and  * 
Ordered  my  Mother  and  myself  to  be  off  by  daylight,  or  expect 
what  would  follow.  Oaa  of  the  Party  said  Damn  their  sonlsy  Nail 
them  up  in  the  House  and  burn  them  all  up  alive. 

her 
CATHARINE  N  CORTRIGHT. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,  ^  mark. 

Augt  lUh;  1784.  \ 

J  NO.    S££LT.        I 


; '  '       '        '    '.N'o.  7.  •        ■   ■' 

ElizaheA  Van  Orman  beiDff  Dolj  fiworn  dotli  depose  and  say, 
that  on  Satterday,  the  24th  of  July,  as  I  was  helping  Mrs.  Sims  id 
move  her  effects  to  the  fort^  I  heard  Richard  Inman  &  WiIHam* 
Hebbard.  in  Company  with  a  Number  of  others,  Declare  that  tjS 
long  as  there  was  six  of  them  Living  they  woald  lay  in  the  woodiT 
and  would  kill  and  Destroy  all  they  could ;  at  the  same  time  Rich-' 
ard  Inman  told  me  to  move  away,  for  there  was  one  of  their  men 
gone  to  John  Swift  for  orders  to  shoot  at  Women  &  Children. 
During  this  time  the  Connecticut  People  kept  up  a  constant  fire 
towanb  the  fort.  The  Tewsday  Allowing  as  I  was  fetching  a  Pail 
of  Water,  there  was  Eight  guns  fired  at  me  by  the  afores'  Connect- 
ticut  Party. 

her 

EUZABBTH  6   V'  ORMAN. 

mark. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming, ") 

the  11th  Aug",  1784.  [ 

Jno.  Sexlt.     3 


No.  8. 

Garret  Shoemaker^  aged  50  yean,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  de- 
pose and  say  that  some  time  in  June,  after  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Sunbqry,  the  Deponent  was  going  to  Shawanee  to  get  two  Bushells 
of  Rye  to  carry  to  Mill»  when  John  Inman  &  one  young  man  by 
the  name  of  Corey  took  him  prisoner  &  carried  him  down  below 
Nantiooke  falls.  Some  time  after  he  was  taken  John  Swift  joined' 
the  pairty.  The  Deponent  heard  Swift,  Inman,  &  Corey  threaten 
that  they  would  be  the  death  of  every  Pennamite  on  the  Ground. 
They  particularly  mentioned  Capto,  Ball,  Henry  Sbcwjmaker,  Esqr., 
Alexander  Patterson,  Esor.,  whom  they  thren toned  not  only  to 
murder,  but  to  roast  into  the  bargain.  Below  Nantikoko  fulb  near 
forty  well  armed  men  who  had  been  out  on  different  parties^  c^me 
together.  John  Swifl,  who  k  a  Deputy  of  Sherif  Autis,  atid  John 
Franklin  had  the  Command  of  the  men.  One  Mjers,  another 
Deputy  of  Sheriff  Antis,  was  also  there  and  joined  in  tbrentening 
with  the  others.  Meyers  geemed  ^xceediag  Intimate  &  friendly 
with  the  Connecticut  men,  but  abu^  the  Deponent  k  two  other 
prisoners  very  much.  Swift,  Inmac}  k  Corey  beat  the  Deponent 
with  their  iron  Ramrods,  then  knocked  him  down  with  their  Gans, 
Bashed  his  footy  broke  one  of  bis  thumbs  and  two  of  his  Kibs.  The 
De^nent  demanded  their  authority  for  usiog  him  in  the  manner 
they  did,  but  they  could  shov?  none.  They  carried  him  to  Snnbury 
Qaolj  but  he  was  soon  released.     A  man  who  la  a  stranger  to  the 
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Beponeot  was  hb  semirity.  Afte^.the  DepoaeQl  retnmad 
ODe  Barnam  oame  to  the  Deponent's  hoime  &  threatened  if  tlie 
Deponent  did  opt  ioetantlj  remove  bis  famUj  he  would  kill  biio  ft 
(am  bifl  houBe.  The  Deponent  was  forced  to  remove,  ft  came  hq 
to  the  Fort  as  the  only  place  of  Safety,  where  he  has  reoiained  ever 
since.  The  party  of  Connecticut  People  have  robbed  him  of  eveij 
thing  he  had  in  the  world,  and  destroyed  his  garden  ft  crop  in  tlie 
Groaod. 

his 
GEBRET  X  SHOEMAKEB. 
anark* 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,  ^ 
Augt.  10th,  1784.  [ 

Jno.  Seelt.     3 


No.  9. 

Before  me  the  sabsoijber,  one  of  the  Jnstiees  in  and  for  tlie  Cmmtj 
of  Northumberland,  personally  appeared  Caihartfie  Simmsj  aged 
thirty  yearsi  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  doth  depose  and  say  that  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
twenty-third  of  July  last,  the  deponent  saw  i^  number  of  the  Con- 
necticut settlers  coming  from  the  Woods  southward  of  the  house  in 
which  the  deponent  lived  in  Wyomine;  as  they  directed  their 
course  towards  the  house,  the  deponent  fastened  the  door.  When 
they  came  up  they  ordered  her  to  open  the  door  ft  let  them  io  ;  she 
refused^  and  then  they  attempted  to  force  the  door  open,  bat  fidfing 
in  that,  they  burst  open  &  broke  a  Window  at  which  one  entered  ft 
opened  the  door  inside  &  let  the  rest  in.  William  Sloaknm  bnnl 
open  the  Window.  When  the  party  came  in  they  tomed  her  ont, 
ft  ordered  her  to  go  into  the  Fort,  which  she  said  she  would  not  do, 
as  she  had  rather  stay  in  her  own  house.  They  then  went  to  the 
Window  and  began  to  fire  upon  the  Fort ;  thev  fired  sereral  gnns 
upon  the  fort  before  one  shot  was  returned.  William  Sloaknm  and 
William  Ross  were  the  only  two  of  the  party  that  Deponent  knew. 
After  firing  pretty  briskly  for  about  half  an  hour  they  went  off, 
leaving  the  Deponent  and  her  children  in  her  house.  The  next 
morning  Giles  Sloakum  and  Phineas  Pearce  came  to  the  Deponent's 
about  Breakfast  time,  and  asked  for  Deponent's  Hnsband.  She 
informed  them  that  no  was  not  at  home.  Giles  Sloakum  looked 
about  the  house,  and  observed  to  the  Deponent  that  she  had  removed 
some  of  her  Effects;  she  answered  no,  that  she  had  taken  ber  Bed 
ft  slept  with  her  children  in  the  Cellar,  as  she  was  afraid  to  slaj  vp 
stairs.  Giles  Sloakum  and  Phineas  Pearce,  who  had  both  ire-annsi 
went  into  the  Garden  and  crept  through  the  potatoes  up  to  the 
head  of  the  Garden  toward  the  fort,  and  laid  down  under  tbft 
f  3nce.    While  Sloakum  ft  Pearce  lay  in  the  Gurden,  Phineas  Bt^ 
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pbens  and  two  others  oame  to  tbe  door  and  seeing  the  Deponent's 
two  Cows  at  the  door,  Stephens  drdered  the  'Other  two  that  were 
with  fakn  to  take  off  the  Cows.  The  Deponent  entreated  them  at 
least  to  leave  her  one  GoW|  but  they  wonld  not.  The  deponent 
took  hold  of  the  Bx^  ot  one  of  tibe  Gows,  but  Stephens  atmok  her 
away,  &  ordered  her  to  temove  with  her  obildren,  fat  if  he  canght 
ber  in  the  boose  again  it  would  be  worse  for  her ;  the  deponent  was 
foroed  to  remove.  While  she  was  trying  lo  get  a  few  of  her  things 
oat  of  the  bonse,  Nathan  Carey,  Rnhard  Inaan,  one  Hebbert|  ont 
Oore,  Wm.  Ross^  Nathan  Wriker  &  many  others  eame  up  to  the 
boose.  A  short  time  ufter  she  removed  into  the  fort.  A  smart 
iring  begun  soon  afier.  The  Depooeat  befiDie  she  went  to  the  fort, 
went  to  John  Franklin  who  commands  the  Conneoticat  party  to 
endeavoor  to  get  her  Cows.  He  gave  her  no  sa^slactioe.  Every 
thing  the  Deponent  left  in  ber  boose  was  plundered,  and  ber  garden 
destroyed.    Further  the  Deponent  aaith  not. 

CATHARINE  BIMB. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming, ") 


Augt.  10, 1784. 
Jmo. 


SesIiT.     5 


No.  10. 

Lois  King  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  her  bus- 
band's  house,  in  which  she  lived,  is  just  above  Forty  fort.  Some- 
time in  the  middle  of  July,  Phineas  Stephens,  Edward  Inman, 
BHisha  Satterlay  &  Ishmael  Bennet,  jr.,  came  to  her  house  &  threat- 
ened to  set  fire  to  it,  with  many  other  threats  to  throw  her  into  the 
River.  Being  afraid  of  her  Life  if  she  staid,  the  Deponent  cam^ 
down  to  the  Town  of  Wyoming  lo  ask  advice  what  she  should  do. 
When  she  went  back  to  her  houe)^,  she  found  the  Roof  tore  off,  and 
the  house  plundered ;  Beojamin  Jenkins,  Gideon  Church,  William 
Jaoques  were  in  her  house  when  shv  returned  from  the  fort.  The 
deponent  when  she  went  back  collected  what  few  things  she  could 
find,  &  came  down  about  half  a  mile  below' her  bonne  to  the  boose  of 
Ibe  Widow  Harrin.  When  she  ean»e  to  the  Widow  Barrisi'a  riio 
saw  Gideon  Church,  ^bo  had  oame  on  before  her,  and  Waterman 
Baldwin.  When  she  bad  passed  a  little  distanoe  £rom  Harris's 
bonae,  Waterman  Baldwin  shot  at  her ;  the  Ball  missed  ber,  but 
'Went  tbve'  the  thigh  of  her  Dog  that  was  walking  olose  by  ber  aide. 
Sbe  knows  Baldwin  fired  at  her,  fbt  she  turned  round  instanHy  b 
aaw  him  with  his  Gun  in  his  hand  &  the  smoke  of  the  Powder  over 
bis  head. 

LOIS  KING. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming, ' 
Augt.  10th,  1784. 

Jno.  Seely, 
Vol.  X.— 28 
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No.  11. 

Bannah  Sehoofnhover  being  daly  sworn  doth  Depose  k  nj,  tbat  mt 
the  22nd  of  Jul  J  about  sanrise,  I  saw  Walterman  Baldwin,  Doelar 
Minor  and  a  Nnmber  of  others  belonging  to  the  Gonneetient  Partf 
Gomingtowards  my  honse,  I  stept  ont  of  the  door  ft  ordered  mj  Sister- 
inlaw  to  stay  in  the  house  and  Barr  the  Door  with  an  Iron  Barr  whiek 
was  for  that  purpose,  ft  by  no  means  to  open  the  door  for  tfaea, 
when  they  eame  up  Walterman  Baldwin  then  ask'd  me  if  there  wa^  any 
men  in  the  house  or  about  it  1  told  him  there  was  not,  he  then  ai>k'd  me 
to  open  the  door,  I  told  him  I  would  not,  he  then  said  be  wonldsooa 
find  a  way  to  open  it,  and  Broke  it  open,  said  Baldwin  then  aaked 
me  to  open  the  Ghests  1  told  I  would  open  none  for  him  nor  no  odief 
Person,  he  then  Broke  open  the  Ghests  and  Plundered  theu  of  all 
the  most  Taluable  effsets,  Baldwin  with  this  Party  then  went  off  and 
in  about  an  hour  after  returned  with  a  number  more  then  ordered  ase 
to  take  off  mj  eibets  and  march  off  to  the  fort  or  through  the  swamm 
1  refus'd  to  do  either  upon  which  they  took  and  threw  all  my  Goods 
out  of  the  house,  and  went  off.  Immediately  afterwards  one  Innman 
came  with  three  or  four  others  and  ordered  me  to  go  with  them  to 
Shawene  Gkrriaon,  I  Refused,  they  told  me  if  I  did  not  I  should  fare 
worse,  when  I  saw  there  was  no  help  for  me,  I  went  with  them  down 
to  the  Garrison  where  I  saw  John  Franklin  with  about  forty  men 
sd.  Franklin  Commanded  the  Party  and  told  me  to  march  throng 
the  swamp  or  to  the  Fort^  if  I  did  not  I  would  be  abus'd* 

her 
HANNAH  (H)  SCHOONHOVER. 
mark. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming, ) 
Aug.  lOth,  1784.  J 


No.  12. 

J$aae  Taykr  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  that  on  the 
8th  Instant  I  heard  Phineas  Stephens  say  if  they  the  Gonneetient 
Claimants  oould  not  now  obtain  their  Lands  they  would  lay  in  am- 
bush and  fight  as  long  as  they  KvM,  I  likewise  heard  one  Abnham 
Pike  swear  by  his  maker  (On  hearing  of  Esekiel  Sohoonhofcr 
Goming  into  Shawana)  he  would  shoot  sd.  SehoonhoTer  and  toeir 
his  Rifle  with  an  Intent  to  shoot  him,  I  told  Mr.  SohoonhoTer  of  sd. 
Pikes  Design  ft  he  kept  out  of  his  way,  this  was  done  by  Pike  this 
day. 

ISAAC  TAYLOR. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,  ^ 
Aug,  10th,  1784.  ' 


Jno.  Seilt. 


] 
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No.  la. 

Mary  Ltyng  being  Duly  sworn  doth  depose  aiid  say,  on  the  fourth 
day  of  Angt.  Benjamin  Harvey  said  I  should  move  out  of  my  house 
if  I  did  not  the  yankeys  would  set  it  on  fire,  I  likewise  heard  a 
Number  of  the  Connecticut  People  say  if  the  Lands  at  Wyoming  waa 
not  given  back  to  them  they  would  fight  as  long  as  there  was  three 
of  them  Living. 

her 
MARY  M   LONG, 
mark. 
Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,*) 
Augt.  10th,  1784. 
Jno. 


Sbely.         3 


No.   14. 

WiUiam  Hartman  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  &  say,  about 
the  22nd  of  July  Josiah  Pell  three  of  the  Inn  mans  one  Willm. 
Jones  and  a  Number  of  others  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants  came  to 
the  house  of  the  Deponent  With  John  Franklin  their  Commander 
who  order'd  him  to  move  off  Immediately,  the  Deponent  heard 
Numbers  of  the  party  say  they  Intended  to  drive  all  the  Inhabitants 
into  the  Fort  &  after  they  had  done  that  they  Intended  to  Storm  the 
Fort  and  kill  Man,  Woman  &  Child,  the  Deponent  farther  heard 
El^ah  Harris  say  that  a  Number  of  them  Lay  in  ambush  to  shoot 
ibe  Pennsylvanians  who  was  coming  up  that  way  and  would  have 
kiU'd  them  all,  but  was  Discovered  by  a  Dog,  which  caus'd  them 
to  fire  sooner  than  they  would  have  done,  &  that  their  party  had  the 
first  fire  and  shot  down  but  two,  Holms  Vn.  Gordon  &  Henry  Brink. 

WILLIAM  X   HARTMAN. 
mark. 
•    Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,  1 
Augt.  llth,  1784.  I 

Jnou  Ssblt.  j 


No  15. 

Before  tne  the  Subscriber  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  ft  for 
the  County  of  Northumberland  personly  appeared  John  Karey  whb 
being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  day  after  the  Skir- 
mish at  Shawena  I  heard  several  of  tibe  Connecticut  Party  say,  that 
they  did  not  see  they  could  have  any  benefit  of  the  Law  ihej  had 


tr/d  it  onty  and  thej  would  now  tr;  if  they  ooold  not  xnmke  Lew 
oome.  I  likewise  beard  Richard  Innman  say  the  9tli  Ins't  if  th^ 
were  Defeated  at  Wyoming  this  time  ihey  would  go  to  Ckiiuiecli- 
eat  and  bring  asaiBtenoe  Enough. 

Sworn  before  me  at        1  JOHN  CARY. 

Wyoming,  Aug*  11th,  1784. 


)efore  me  at        ) 

.ugt  11th,  1784.  [ 

tiN*  Seelt.     } 


No  16. 

John  Eraun  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  on  Satt«Hay 
the  8th  Ins't,  he  heard  Leoard  Cole  say  they  had  sought  for  I^w 
this  Nine  months  but  could  find  none,  and  was  now  detcrminedf  to 
find  law,  that  it  was  likewise  against  the  orders  of  gOTemmeot  to 
keep  a  Fortification,  if  it  was  not  Demolished  they  would  Demolish 
it  and  would  Likewise  take  Alex'r  Patterson  for  he  deserved  to  be 
torn  to  pieces  with  horses.  On  Monday  following  beard  Nathaniel 
Cook  k  Ruben  Cook  say  thqr  had  killed  but  few,  but  would  giTe 
them  another  Indian  Blast.  his 

JOHN  XKRAUN. 
mark 
Sworn  before  me  at 
Wyoming,  11th  Aug*,  1784. 


1 


Ho  17. 

Samud  Karr  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  saj,  on  the  83^ 
of  July  Lord  Buttler  took  him  the  deponant  prisoner  to  John 
Franklin  where  he  reoeived  Considerable  of  abuse,  ft  was  <mieved  la 
turn  off  his  Premises,  Likewise  Ishmael  Bennet  threatened  to  Btow 
liis  Brains  out  if  ever  .he  the  deponent  was  seen  on  the  gnimd,  tba 
Deponent  farther  says  he  beard  Elijah  Harris  fwho  was  one  of  the 
party  Commanded  by  one  Mi^or  Abbot)  say,  tnat  they  heard  of  a 
party  of  the  Pennemitos  coming  from  Shawena,  they  Lay  in  arabuak 
for  them  and  was  ordered  not  a  man  to  fi^e  UAtiU  their  OomaMiider 
Abbott  fired  first,  and  then  they  would  Perhaps  out  off  the  gvealeat 
part  of  the  first  fire,  but  being  afraid  they  were  disoevered  by  a  dog 
which  was  in  the  Bushes  two  of  their  men  fired,  he  the  s*  Harris  said 
he  then  step'd  in  the  Boad  to  see  ifhe  could  get  a  shot  and  seen  none 
but  the  wounded  man  (Helms  V*  Gorden)  and  Tho's  Heath  Jnn'r 
one  of  their  party  (who  had  his  gun  up  and  was  going  to  shoot  the 
•wouiiidod  manj  said  Hasriscatt't  HasrtJi  by  thearm  and  Call'd  him 
a,  Pamn'd  son  of  a  Bitoh  for  going  to  shoot  a  Wounded  man. 

8AMUBL  KABE. 

Sworn  before  me  at 
iWycrpdngj  Aug»  llth,  1X94. 

Jn®    S££LT. 


'I 
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No.  18. 
BspoBiTioir  OF  Thomas  Beink,  1784. 

Northumberland  County,  ss. 

^  Oa  the  Twelfth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Oof 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-Fouri  Before  mei  Henry 
Shoemaker,  Elsquire,  One  of  the  Justioes  of  the  Peace  in  &  tot  th^ 
said  County,  Voluntarily  Came  T/unna^  Brink  and  made  oath  on 
the  Holy  Evangeliats  as  follows,  vizS  that  about  Two  veekB  ag9 
he,  this  Deponent,  was  at  the  house  of  Lucy  Harvey,  at  the  Low^v 
End  of  Shawnese  Flats,  in  Company  with  Jonathan  jyiarsh,  wheM 
tlso  was  one  Benjamin  Harvey ;  and  Harvey  speaking  of  the  Laws 
9i  Connecticut  Government  axid  of  the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
comparing  them  with  one  another,  he  got  up  in  a  Rage  and  damii'4 
the  Laws  of  Pennsylvania  and  them  that  made  them  ^^And»that  four 
or  Five  days  ago  a  certain  Reuben  Cook,  in  this  deponent  s  House, 
at  Shawnese,  told  him  that  the  Bo«i9^  standing  n<^ar  the  fliU,  on 
the  'Shawnese  Flats,  must  be  pulled  down,  for  they  should  not  stand 
there,  and  in  particular  James  Banacotter's  House,  for  neither  he 
or  his  Family  should  stay  there.  And  this  deponent  further  says^^ 
that  sometime  hist  Week  towards  the  latter  End,  the  High  Sheriff 
of  the  said  County,  Henry  Antes,  Esq',  passing  by  this  deponent^s 
House  stopped  there  to  feed  his  Horse,  having  three  other  Persons 
in  Company  with  him ;  this  deponent,  desirous  to  know  how  matters 
were  like  to  go  on,  asked  Mr.  Antes,  the  SheriiTj  a  fuw  Qoi^BdoD^, 
who  informed  this  deponent  that  he  had  ordered  the  New  England 
t'eople  to  take  their  Arms,  and  go  to  their  Possessioosj  for  that  People 
were  not  to  stand  still  and  be  killed,  and  to  take  care  of  thoir  Gruia 
and  Orass ;  that  there  was  to  be  no  more  turning  out  of  houses  by 
either  Party,  but  matters  were  to  be  decided  at  Law — That  the 
Sheriff  said  the  People  here,  and  the  deponent  appr€beDded  that  by 
the  People  h^  meant  those  in  the  Fort,  bad  a  wrone  apprehension  of 
th^militia  that  were  coming  up  to  their  assistance,  lor  that  they,  the 
Militia,  were  coming  op  to  put  tjie  Law  in  force ;  that  Two  Justices 
bad  been  left  at  Wyoming,  and  another  would  be  aeot  immediately, 
and  ihat  would  make  a  Quorum — ^And  further  this  depoaent  saith 
not. 

THOMAS  BRINK. 
Taken  and  Sworn  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  Before  Henry 
Shoemaker. 


No.  19. 
DepositioiI  oy  Jonathan  Maesh,  1784# 

Northumberland  County,  ss. 

On  the  Twelfth  Day  of  August,  one  thousand  Seven  HuiidiiMi  aaA 
Eighty-four^  Before  me,  Henry  Shdehdakbiv  Esqr.,  one  6f  the  JtifH^es 


MO 
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of  the  Peace  for  Said  County,  voluntary  Came  Jonathan  MarJk,  and 
made  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  as  follows:  that  aboat  the 
Seventh  of  August,  at  the  House  of  Thomas  Brink,  in  Shawnies 
Township  and  County  aforesaid,  Heard  Henry  Antici  Saj  that  He 
had  Ordered  the  yankyies  to  Come  Home  and  take  there  Bespeetive 
Possessions  as  Heretifour,  and  ordered  them  to  go  to  Harvesting  the 
grain  and  to  Cuting  the  Hay ;  and  farther  Said  He  Had  ordered  the 
yankyies  to  take  there  armes,  for  men  was  not  to  Stand  Still  and  be 
Killed— and  farther  Saitfa  that  a  Short  time  after  the  Seurmage  of 
Loeust  Hill,  in  Northampton  County,  Heard  Thomas  Hath,  Jnner, 
and  Bonnet  Boasting  anil  Laughing,  and  Said  that  they  ware  then 
them  Selves  and  Came  on  the  Pensylvanians  in  three  Parties  and 
approaeht  very  nigh  them  before  the  Pennemights  Saw  them,  and 
fired  on  them  and  Left  Eight  of  the  Pencylvanians  on  the  gronoi 
io  Keep  Possession ;  and  farther  Saith  Not 

JONATHAN  MARSH. 
Taking  and  Sworne  the  Day  and  year  above  Said, 

HEN&7  SHOEMAKER. 


Jonathan  Seely  to  Henrt  Antes,  Esq.,  Shsuft  or  Non* 

THUMBRRLANJP  CuUNT7|   1784L 


Sir 


Wyoming,  AugH  12th,  1784, 


I  this  day,  about  Eleven  O'Clock,  Bee'd  a  Letter  (from  Tho^s 
McKean,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Chief  Justices  of  this  State,)  by  your 
hands,  which  was  delivered  to  me  Open,  Directing  me  to  Deliver  to 
you  a  List  of  those  who  had  Enter'd  Bail  to  answer  at  the  Supreme 
Court  .to  their  Indictments  ^  the  Under  Written  Names  is  a  List  of 
iJl  those  Enter'd  Bail  before  me. 

JNO-  SEELT. 


EbeneKer  Taylor, 
Silas  Taylor, 
Joseph  Matania, 
Samvel  V"  Gordon, 
Helmes  V'  Gordon, 
James  Brink, 
John  Cortrigbt, 
Benjamin  Hillman, 
Martin   Tidd, 
Daniel  Swartz, 
Isaiah  Colver, 
James  Colver, 
Isaac  Clinkefoos, 
Direetedy 


Joseph  Solomon, 
Esekiel  Schoonhover, 
Henry  Bnnk, 
Tunis  Coobert, 
William  Brink, 
John  Borlen  [kind] 
Abr^mY'^Cortriglit, 
Elisha  Cortrigbt, 
Benaijah  Monday, 
Jacob  Tilghbury, 
Henry  Shoemaker, 
And'w  Henderson, 
John  Seely, 


Alox'r  Piitlenoo, 
Sam'l  Beed, 
B.  W.  Ball, 
Lake  Brodhend, 
Lawrence   Kinney, 
Preserved  Cooley, 
Robert  Biggany 
Gabriel  O^en, 
David  Ogden, 
Jacob  Kline, 
Rudolph  Lits, 
Will'm  MoDonnald, 


To  Henry  Antis,  Sheriff  Nortii'd  County. 


^BilNSTLTANU  ABGBIYI8  1784  651 

No.  20. 
Deposition  of  Barnabas  Cart,  1784. 

Befbre  me,  John  Seely,  E^qr.,  one  of  the  JoBtioes  of  the  peace  io 
and  for  the  Oountj  of  Northomberland,  Game  Barnabas  Knrei/, 
aged  51  Years,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holj  Bvangeliete ;  says  that 
towards  the  Latter  end  of  May,  he,  the  said  Deponent,  saw  a  Letter 
sent  from  one  Moyers,  then  a  Deputy  Sheriff  nnder  Sheriff  Antis, 
Invitinfr  the  People  that  were  Dispossessed  by  the  Pennsylvanians 
to  Retam  back  to  Wyoming,  that  Sheriff  ^Antis  wonld  be  on  the 
ground  aboot  the  middle  of  June  with  two*  Magistrates,  and  wonld 
ffire  them  all  Possession  again,  which  Induced  the  said  Deponent  te 
Ketnm  to  Wyoming  again ;  Uiia  Letler  was  handed  about  by  one 
John  Jenkins. 

BARNABAS  CART. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Wyoming,  Ang.  14tb|  1784. 


No.  21. 
DxFOBinoN  ov  Hjdxby  Bbink^  1784. 

Before  me,  the  sabscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and 
for  the  County  of  Northumberland  appeared  ffeniy  Brink  aged  22 
years,  and  Being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  on  Tewsday  the 
20th  July  as  he  the  said  deponent  was  marching  in  Company  with 
one  Wilhelmas  Yn.  Oorden  from  Sbawena  towards  Kingstown  flats, 
being  about  one  Hundred  yards  in  front  of  Squire  Shoemaker  and 
nome  others,  near  two  miles  from  Shawana  garrison  the  Deponent 
np/d  a  Dog  in  the  road  before  him,  he  then  tum'd  to  Helmas  Yn, 
Oorden  &  asked  what  was  meaning  of  that  dog  being  in  the  Road, 
Willhelmas  Yn.  Gordon  said  he  did  not  know,  but  belieyed  it 
belonged  to  the  house  abofc,  the  dog  then  turned  in  the  Bushes,  the 
Deponent  Looking  in  the  Bushes  and  saw  them  shake,  told  Yn. 
Oorden  he  believra  there  was  Tankeys  there,  Yn.  Gordon  said  it 
was  nothing  but  Oalyes,  and  Immediately  on  mentioning  it  thd 
eeeond  or  tbitd  time  there  was  Bight  or  Nine  guns  fired  at  the  s* 
Deponent  and  Willhelmas  Yn  Gordon,  four  shots  of  which  hit  and 
wonnded  the  Deponent,  two  through  the  left  arm,  one  in  the  Breaa^ 
«nd  one  through  the  Right  arm,  and  one  shot  Wounded  Willhelmas 
Yn.  Gordon,  the  Deponent  further  saith  that  after  the  first  Eight  or 
nine  guns  were  fired,  the  Tankeys  Raised  the  Indian  yell  and  fired 
•bout  fifteen  guns  before  any  of  the  Pennsylvanians  fired  a  gun,  the 
Deponent  farther  says,  himself  &  Yn.  Gordon  never  Discharged 
their  Guns,  that  Willhelmas  Yn.  Gordon's  Rifle  fell  off  his  shoulder 
when  he  Dropt.  HENRY  BRINK. 

Taken  &  sworn  before  me  at  1 
Shawena^  August  15th,  1784.  j 
Jno.  Ssxlt. 
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No.  22. 

DEPO0ITION  OP  WiTJ.HFXMAB  Yn.  QoKDJUX,  1784. 

WUlbeloM  6wd«i  Seilig  ivlj  sman  doih  depose  &  mjf  Amt  cm 
Taesdfty  the  20th  of  Jnlj,  <m  their  mMPeh  ta  before  bwdiii  bj  He&iy 
Brivky  about  two  miloe  from  Sbaw»na  GarriBon  there  was  s  Vamber 
9i  ihe  Cenoeotiont  p«rty  kj  in  ei»bneh  &  fired  on  the  Dep<MieBi  A 
BoDry  Blink,  bat  whet  wtwiber  of  Chms  wm  fired  or  wh^fc  Paai^d 
he  the  Aid  Deponent  dote  not  remember,  farther  than  that  be  heaid 
Henif  B^ink  erj  ent  Lord  a  mer^,  sod  eaw  hie  Bifle  Drop,  and  oae 
ThoAaa  Heath,  jaa'r,  Ame  np  to  the  said  ]>ef>ODent  tew'd  bii 
Bifle  «p  to  bia  faoe  A  was  pnmg  te  abeoi  the  ei*  Deponent^  hot  one 
of  their  men  stopt  a*  Heath  from  killing  a*  Beponeni,  the  Deponeat 
being  shot  senseless  says  was  the  reason  of  his  not  leaMinheriag 
any  lurih#r  p«iffaaklB  that  happened.  his 

WIUjaSLMASH  YANGOBDEN. 
mark. 

Sworn  before  me  at  )  '  ^ 

Shawena,  Ang't  15th,  1784.  j 


No.  23. 
DxpoexnoN  of  Johab  Tubssb,  1784. 

'.  Jantu  Turner  aged  19  years,  being  doly  sworn  on  the  holy  Efaa- 
gelist  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  fourteenth  Inat.,  he  wae  ai  a 
place  known  by  the  name  of  the  Stone  Cabin  near  Loeoat  Hill  ia 
presence  of  Captain  Schott  and  the  Prisoners  who  were  on  their 
way  to  Easton  Goal,  that  the  s*  DefMment  heard  said  Scbott  Infbnsi 
said  prisoners  not  to  be  Piseooraged  for  they  wonld  only  have  a 
walk  to  Easton  and  back  again  that  he  had  in  blaek  and  white 
sealed  in  his  pocket,  Inatrnctions  to  take  a  list  ef  the  names  of  the 
Connecticut  Claimants  with  the  Quantity  of  Land  they  held  that 
the  President  of  the  State  had  Instructed  him  to  make  snek 
Snquery  and  that  they  should  have  one  half  of  all  snoh  land  lor 
that  the  Pennaylvaniaas  were  wrong  and  had  no  Basineea  en 
Jiocnst  Hill,  and  Desired  the  Prisoners  to  make  a  list  of  their  nasMS 
and  send  it  to  him  for  he  would  go  to  Philadelphia  next  wed^-« 
and  that  Schott,  putting  his  hand  to  his  Pocket  said  to  the  Prisoner^ 
that  he  there  had  Ini^uciions  in  writing  more  than  he  t<dd  them 
fibont.  his 

J0NA3MTUBMEB. 

.  merk. 

Sworn  before  me    )  .  ' 

this  16  Aug't,  1784.  J 
Jno.  SxsiiT. 


PBNNSTLVANIA  ABOHIYBS  1784.  6fit 


^'  List  of  Affidavits  takbn  at  Wyobiing,  1784/'* 

Dopredations  &  Threats  at  Wioming. 

Abm.  Ooodwiiiy Angaat  11, 1784. 

Johnnathan  Manby do.  10|    do. 

Anthony  BunsootOi do.  ll|    do. 

Marjifoolji do.  10>  do. 

John  KiDg, do.  11|  do. 

Elia.  Van  Orman, do.  11,  do. 

Oarrit  Shoemakeri :..  do.  10,  do. 

Catherine  Sims, do.  10,  do. 

Lois  King, do.  10,  do. 

Hanna  SohonhovoTi do.  10,  do. 

Isaac  Tajlor, do.  10,  do. 

Mary  Long, do.  10,  do. 

John  Cary, do.  11,  do. 

John  Orayen, do.  11,  do. 

Concerning  the  attack  at  Locust  Hill.... 

Charles  Monro, do.  11,  do. 

Eliphalet  Bmmons, do.  9,  do. 

SilcDoe  Emmons, do.  0,  do. 

John  Patnors  Examination 

Attack  of  theCkrrison  at  Wioming 

Brink  &  Van  Gordon do.  15,  do. 

Henry  Barney, do.  li,  do. 

Leah  Yangardner, do.  11,  do. 

James  Laraner, do.  11,  do. 

Pamelia  Taylor, do.  12,  do. 

Cathn.  Cortright, do.  11,  do. 

Wm.  Hartman,.....'. do.  11,  do. 

Baml.  Karr, do.  11,  do, 

Summons  to  the  Garrison 


John  AaMSTaoNO  to  Pbeb.  Diokinbon,  1784. 

Wyoming,  24th  Angnst^  1784. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  letters  from  Colonels  Willson  &  Kern,  contain  some 
intelligence  very  closely  connected  with  the  peace  &  happiness  of 
Uiis  unfortunate  Country;  &  which,  if  I  may  hasard  an  Opinion, 
will  deserve  the  immediate  attention  of  Government— I  have  there- 
fore dispatched  them  to  your  Elzcellency  by  Express. 

The  whole  of  the  MiHtia  has  been  dismissed  some  days  since,  & 
your  EzceUenc/s  orders  concerning  the  works,  armSj  &c.,  executed. 

*  So  indorsed. 

28* 
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These  events,  yon  will  readily  eoneeiTe,  bave  left  the  Pennsyli 
elaimantB  in  a  very  disagreeable  ntnation — &  joined  to  the  ooodvet 
of  the  Sheriff,  will  Indooe,  I'm  afraid,  to  a  very  sBneral  deeertMB 
of  the  Country,  or  what  is  perhaps  more  to  be  dreaded — an  imaaedi- 
ate  appeal  to  arms.  I  woidd  only  &rther  ebaerre  to  yo«r  Sxeel- 
lency  that  the  hands  whioh  have  Men  already  loosed  by  the  Sheriff 
are  among  the  most  dangerous  of  Uie  whole  number,  &  that  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  they  wiU  be  j«ned  U>  those  of  Swift  ft 
Abbot  before  this  letter  ean  reaoh  Philada. 

Enolosed  is  also  a  list  of  these  persons  who  have  attaoh'd  them- 
selves to  the  fortunes  of  those  two  desperate  Villains^ — ft  niw  now 
oolieoted  at  Bowman's  Greek. 

I  am  with  the  highest  respeot| 

your  ExoeUenoy's  most  obedient 

ft  very  humble  servant^ 

JOHN  ABMSTRONa,  Jr.^ 
J>{reded, 

His  ^odlenoyi  John  Dickinson,  Bsqr.,  President  of  the  State. 
By  Express. 

NicHOLAB  Kebn  to  Col.  Abmstronq^  1784. 

Sunbury,  22d  August,  17S4. 
Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  you  of  my  arrival  at  this  place  with  the  Priso- 
ners under  my  command,  yesterday  momiDg  Josiah  Pill  and  Gkorge 
Banister  made  their  escape,  the  remainder  I  delivered  to  Shei^ 
Antes,  ealled  the  roll  and  saw  them  put  id  Prison,  the  Sheriff  aaid 
the  Prisoners  were  now  under  his  care.  A  few  minutes  after  I  saw 
many  of  the  Prisoners  at  Liberty — and  this  morning  went  to  the 
goal,  found  Eleven  of  the  number  I  delivered  absent — Inoloaed  yon 
have  their  Names.  Ton  have  much  to  tear  from  those  men.  as  I 
presume  they  are  gone  to  Wyoming.  I  march  to  morrow  for  North- 
ampton— ^beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself 

your  obedt.  servt., 

NICHOLAS  KERN,  CoL 

On  Public  Service. 

Colonel  John  Armstrong,  Wyoming. 

Mr.  Harris. 


WiUJAM  Wilson  to  Col.  Armstrong,  1784. 

Sunbuiy,  25th  August,  1784. 
Sir, 

The  Prisoners  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  after  they  were  delivered 
into  the  Sheriff's  Custody,  he  gave  them  Permission  to  go  at  large, 
*  See  page  819. 
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wbkh  ftlarmed  the  InhabiteDif  ezModkigly.  One  of  the  HaAatata 
ksl  Bveoing  •oidered  them  to  be  eloeel j  oonfinedy  &  ten  of  tbem  U9 
■liniif  this  MorniDg. 

There  Is  a  Nmnber  of  the  Priaoanerfl  nov  at  the  Sb'ffii  Hooae^  &  I 
have  the  greatest  reaaon  to  iaiagine  that  he  haa  paroled  aoaae  of 
them. 

InOooaaqnenoeofaii  a|>plioadoD  from  the  moat  xeepeotabk  People 
here,  I  have  ordered  a  Scojeaaf  a  Guard  to  be  Bioimted  at  the  GoaL 
Thii  step  I  hope  will  meet  with  jour  approbatbn,  aa  the  preaaal 
eonditioD  of  the  CKmI  k  aiieh  that  rendera  a  Meaavre  of  that  Aatnre 


indispeoaablj  i 

I  have  been  extremely  ill  ainoe  my  anival  here,  with  »  feve^i 
whieh  prevented  me  from  attending  to  the  Gondoet  of  the  8h%  A 
haa  effrotoally  rendered  me  unfit  for  any  Bnaineaa. 

The  Bearer  ia  a  ^ung  fellow  of  the  Name  of  Harris,  who  haa 
agreed  to  deliver  this  Letter  to  your—I  waa  under  the  Neeeasity  of 
oontraeting  with  him  for  ive  DoUam.  I  would  eateem  it  as  »  very 
partiouiar  fovor  if  you  will  hand  him  thM  sum. 

Vr  vary  Hble.  Servt., 

WM.  WILSON. 
IHftefedf 
.   Public  Service. 
.   Ool.  John  Armatrong,  Wicming. 

VEzpr 


Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.,  to  Cotinoil  of  Censors,  1784. 

Sept.  8, 1784. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Council  of  Censors,  dated  the 
7th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  five  enclosed 
papers  respecting  the  controversy  about  the  private  right  of  soil  to 
Lands  within  this  state,  formerly  claimed  by  the  State  of  Gonneoti- 
mt 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  BRADFORD, 
jun'r. 
Directed^ 

The  Honble  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Goundl 
of  Censors. 


DxposmoM  OF  Abraham  Ptkb,  1784. 

Northampton,  as. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  Boyd,  Eigrfuire,  of  the 
Supreme  Bxeeative  Oouneil  of  thia  Oommonwealth^  Abraham  Pike, 
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of  tfae  Ckinnty  of  Northusiberltiid,  jmmwa  and  bong 
the  ETSDgeliBta  of  Almighly  Ghod,  doth  depoee  &  my  that  he  w 
one  of  a  party  of  Men,  who  adyanoed  from  Wjoming  to  Bev 
Bwamp,  under  the  dhreotion  of  John  Swift  on  Satnidaj,  the  tkiitf- 
fiiBt  day  of  Jnly  teat,  and  then  remained  in  wait  to  MeDoDeid'a 
party  untill  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  the  let  of  Aognat  laet^  tlMi  e 
oonraltatioo  waa  held;  (upon  the  ooming  in  of  one  Van  horn,  wlko  in- 
ibrmed  that  there  waa  a  dispnte  existing  among  the  men  of  Loeeaf 
Bid^y  whether  they  wonld  then  advanoe  or  not,)  whether  they, 
(Swift  ft  hiB  party)  shoidd  remain  wliere  they  then  were^  retom  to 
Wyoming  or  advanoe  to  the  Ridge  above  mentioned,  and  atteek  mad 
duiperse  aach  men  as  were  there  eollei^ed,  that  it  waa  at  lei^;th 
determined  to  prooeed,  and  that  they  aooordingly  marehed  the  anno 
erenin^  to  a  place  within  a  mile  and  a  half  or  aome  dboit  <Hf»^wffft 
from  l^nst  Ridge,  and  there  remained  'till  morning ;  when  tbey 
got  again  into  mueh  finding  the  party  lying  &  sitting  in  a  disperaed 
ipaaner  under  the  trees  &  bushes;  they  fired  upon  and  drove  aome 
of  them  into  the  house  of  one  Brown  and  others  into  the  woods; 
from  whence  they  began  to  retnm  the  fire ;  that  this  engagement 
lasted  for  some  oonsiderable  length  of  time ;  that  John  Swift  then 
oalled  off  his  party  and  returned  with  them  to  Wyoming ;  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day  being  Monday  the  second  day  of  Augoat  last| 
&  that  the  said  party  consisted  of  the  following  persons,  fb  vrit: 
John  Swift,  Waterman    Baldwin,   Joel  Abbot,  Elisha  Satterle^ 
Lord  Butler,  Wm.  Slocum,-  Gideon  Church,  Benjamin  Jenkins, 
William  JenJEins,  Elisha  Harris,  Ishmael  Bonnet,  the  younger  Daniel 
Sullivan,  John  Gore,  Richard  Hoisted,  Edward  Inman,  Jeremiah 
White,  Jonathan  Bumwell,  Elisha  Harding,  Walter  Spenoer,  Wil- 
liam McClure,  Prince  Alden,  William  Ja<^son,  John  Fuller,  John 
Minor,  Avery  Gore,  William  Smith,  Jun'r,  Al^aham  Nesbitt,  John 
Holbert,  Moses  Sills,  William  Hide,  Nathaniel  WaU^er^  &  John 
Plattner,  &  farther  this  doponent  says  not 

ABRAHAM  PYKE. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  day  of  September, 
1784. 

JNO.  BOYD. 


Deposition  of  J.  Moorb,  1784. 

Northampton,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  Boyd,  ^qntre,  member  of 
the  Supreme  Ezeoutive  Council  of  this  Oommonwealth,  James 
Moore,  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  yeoman,  and  being  sworn 
upon  the  holy  evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  doth  depose  and  say, 
that  being  at  Locust  Ridge,  in  the  county  ot  Northampton  (with  a 
amall  furtj  of  men,  there  stationed  in  consequenoe  of  the  diieelions 
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of  the  OamrniBflionan,  (The  Hod.  John  Boyd  b  John  Armstnmgi 
jr's,  Esq'n,)  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of  Aagost  last,  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  He^  the  deponent  was  alarmed  by  the  dis- 
charge of  fire  arms,  that  upon  seeking  the  oanse  of  it,  he  discoTcred 
the  men  of  McDonald's  party  mnning  towards  the  house  without 
arms,  and  followed  by  others  who  were  firing  upon  them  as  they 
fled;  that  among  the  number  of  those  who  took  refuge  m  the  cabn 
bin,  in  which  the  Deponent  was,  came  Jacob  Everett^  who  soon 
afterwards  reeeived  a  ball  in  his  forehead  by  which  he  expired  in 
about  half  an  hour;  that  the  firing  continued  after  this  for  some 
time,  by  which  two  men  were  wounded ;  that  after  it  had  ceased, 
the  body  of  the  above  mentioned  Everett  was  interred  near  the  hut 
in  which  be  was  killed,  and  farther  this  deponent  saith  not 

J.  MOORE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  day  of  September, . 
1784. 

JNO.BOYD. 


Act  of  AssxmblT;  Wtomino,  1784. 

An>  ACT  /or  the  more  tpeedy  reBtoring  the  pouemon  of  certain 
menuagetj  lands  and  tenements^  in  Northumberland  county ^  to 
ihepenoM  who  laielj/  held  the  sa«»e* 

Sxcr.  I.  Whereas  several  persons  at  or  near  Wyominff,  in  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  were  in  the  mouth  of  May  last,  vio- 
lently dispossessed  of  the  Messuages,  lands  and  tenements  which 
they  then  occupied,  and  which  are  still  detained  from  them  by  force ; 
and  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  these  cases  reauire,  that  the  po^ 
eesaion  of  the  premises  so  forcibly  entered  and  detained,  should  be 
without  delay  restored  to  the  persons  who  occupied  them  as  afore- 
said. 

Sect.  IL  Be  it  there/ore  enacted^  and  it  is  Thereby  enacted  by  the 
Hepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  Ae  Commonwealth  of  PenntyU 
vanta,  in  General  AuemMy  met^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  and  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  to  direct  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Northumberland  to  proceed  forthwith  in  executing 
the  laws  relating  to  forcible  entries  and  detainers;  and  that  their  pro- 
oeecBnffs  therein,  or  the  writ  of  restitution  thereupon,  or  the  effect 
thereof  in  the  cases^before  mentioned,  shall  not  be  in  any  manner 
whatever  superceded,  impeded  or  delayed  by  Writ  of  Certiorari,  or 
other  Writ  issued  by  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  Judge  thereof,  or 
by  any  other  Court  whatever. 

Scot.  III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
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Tbat  tills  act  ihall  isonHnne  in  force  until  ihe  end  of  ihe  next 
Bion  of  the  Qenemi  Assembly,  and  no  longer. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Honse, 

GSOBfi^B  GRAY, 
Aaeied  into  a  Law  at  FMade^taf  Bpeakor.  ' 

cm  Wedne9day  die  fiJUmth  day  of 
September f  in  Me  year  of  our  Lotdj 
one  thofuand  ieven  humdted  and 
eightyfowr.  PETER  Z.  LLOTI>, 

Clerk  of  the  aeneral  Aaeemblj.^ 


John  Armstbono  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1784. 

Easton,  14th  September,  1784. 
Sir, 

'  Before  yonr  Ezcellenc/s  last  letter  reached  Wyoming,  I  had 
taken  some  measures  for  didposiDg  sach  part  of  the  Insnrgenta  as 
remained  in  arms  abont  the  month  of  Tunkhannoek  creek,  &  the' 
my  intentions  were  far  from  being  falfilled,  yet  I  have  evety  reason 
to  beliere  that  a  disooyery  of  them  has  not  been  without  its  efieet, 
as  they  haye  since  removed  themselves  mueh  higher  up  the  river. 
Col.  Moore  wiU  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Exoellenoj  of  the 
steps  which  were  taken  to  bring  about  this  purpose. 

The  fears  which  I  expressed  in  a  former  letter  to  Couaei],  (muk 
which  had  grown  entirely  out  of  the  Sheriffs  oondnet  at  Sinisbmy) 
have  been  in  some  degree  justified  by  the  conduct  of  the  people  then 
released.  They  have  in  some  instances  taken  up  their  arms  and  re- 
tired into  the  neibonring  hills — ^in  others,  they  have  threatned  the 
civil  officers  &  refused  to  submit  to  the  laws.  But  in  no  instance 
has  any  real  violence  been  committed,  excepting  one — ^the  oflender 
in  that  case  was  brought  to  immediate  justice.  In  this  situation  I 
left  the  settlement  on  Saturday  last,  &  proposed  to  have  retuimd 
immediately  to  Philada.,  but  meeting  Captain  Boyd  at  this  place,  I 
have  at  least  suspended  my  intentions  for  a  day  or  two,  &  dball 
await  the  operation  of  some  medicines  which  I  have  taken  for  the 
restoration  of  my  health — when  I  shall  be  able  to  determine  whether 
1  can  return  to  Wyoming  or  whether  I  am  to  prosecute  my  fint 
intention  of  going  on  to  the  City. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  possible  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  &  Council's 

Most  obedient  bumb.  servt., 

JOHN  ABM8TR0N0,  Jn. 

I  have  forwarded  some  depositions  upon  the  affair  of  Locust  ridgef 
to  the  Chief  Justice. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esquire^  President. 

*  Printed  Laws,  folio  edition,  p.  891, 

t  See  pages  628,  685,  &c. 
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Djeposition  Of  James  Bjbed — Wyomjuq,  1784. 

Before  me,  John  Soely,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  for  the  peace 
in  k  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  appeared  James  ieed, 
Iisqr.,  and  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  on  Monday, 
the  20th  Instant,  when  returninff  from  the  Fort  to  Mr.  John  Hol- 
lenbach's,  &  at  some  distance  behind  Major  Boyd  &  John  Oakley, 
£sqr.,  his  attentions  were  call'd  immediately  to  them  by  a  Voice 
irhich  commanded  some  one  to  pull  off  his  hat, — that  he  then  dis- 
covered two  men  (who  appeared  to  the  Deponent  to  have  stopped 
the  gentlemen  above-mentioned)  in  arms ; — one  of  whom,  holding  a 
stick  over  Major  Boyd,  said — "  You  were  one  of  the  Commissioners 
"  who  pulled  off  your  hats  to  us  when  we  laid  down  our  arms;  now 
''  I  order  you  to  pull  off  vour  hat  to  me.''  Upon  which  he  struck 
Major  Boyd  with  his  stick ;  the  stroke  seemed  to  be  given  with  great 
violence.  This  was  repeatedy  the  deponent  believes,  three  timcsii 
with  much  ihreatning  language,  among  which  was  this  expression — 
"  Come  into  the  wo<kIs  along  with  me," — to  which  Major  Boyd  re- 
plied, ''  I  shall  not  go  with  you ;  if  you  have  any  business  witn  me, 
"  come  to  mv  Quarters.''  The  Assailant  then  ask'd,  "  how  long  do 
^'yon  intend  to  stav  here?"  Major  Boyd's  answer  was,  '^ as  long 
^'  as  mv  business  calls  me."  By  this  time  the  Deponent  had  ap* 
proach  d  pretty  near  to  them,  when  the  two  men  in  arms  moved  off 
along  the  road-^  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JAMES  BEBD. 

Sworn  &  Subscribed  before  me,  at  Wyoming, 
Sept'r  22nd,  1784. 


DjcposinoN  oi*  John  Ously — Wyouing,  1784. 

Before  me,  John  Beely,  Esq'r,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  appear'd  Mr.  John  Okd^f 
and  duly  affirming  according  to  Law,  doth  say,  that  on  Monday,  the 
20th  Inst.,  in  Company  with  Major  Boyd  &  Col.  Beed  (the  Latter 
being  some  distance  behind)  Returning  from  the  fort  to  Mr.  John 
Hollenback's,  they  were  met  by  two  armed  men  that  came  rushing 
out  of  a  hoU89  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street;  the  foremost,  as 
the  Deponent  was  informed,  was  Walterman  Baldwin,  bid  Major 
Boyd  &  }h»  Deponent  stand }  said,  you  are  Migor  Boyd,  an't  you, 
one  of  the  GommissioQers  that  PoU'd  off  your  hat  to  us  when  we 
laid  down  our  arms.  M^jor  Boyd  said  he  was ;  says  Baldwin,  puU 
off  your  hat  for  me  now, — ^upon  which  he  struck  Major  Boyd  with  a 
•tick  three  or  four  times  with  mat  Violence,  and  Much  Threatning 
Language,  telling  Major  Boyd  to  come  into  the  woods  with  him^ 
tehick  Major  Bojd  refused,  saying^  if  ha  had  any  Business  with  him 
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he  shonid  oome  to  his  QoarterSy  (the  Deponent  Desred  the 
to  Desist,  &  not  abuse  an  unarm'd  Gentleman,  npon  which  lie  toja'd 
to  the  Deponent,  &  with  a  Threat  bid  him  hold  his  tongue  or)  tW 
assailant  asked  Major  Boyd  how  long  he  Intended  to  stmy  there; 
Major  Boyd's  answer  ?ras,  as  long  as  mj  Basmess  ealla  me,  wDk 
then  the  two  armed  men  walked  off — ^&rther  the  Deponent  seith  not 

J.  OKELT. 
Affirmed  and  Sabsoribed  before  me,  at 
Wyoming,  Bept'r  22nd,  1784. 


Dkpobitiok  of  Joseph  EncQi  1784. 

Before  me,  Henry  Shoemaker,  Bsqnire,  one  of  the  Jastices  of  tike 
Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  appeared  Jotepk 
King^  of  the  Township  of  Shawana,  who  being  duly  Bwom,  dotfc 
depose  k  say,  that  on  Sunday,  the  19th  Instant,  while  he  &  another 
man,  with  his  wife,  sat  in  his  own  house,  he  was  fired  npon  firom 
without  by  some  persons  then  unseen ;  that  going  to  the  door  to 
enquire  into  the  cause  of  it,  he  was  instantly  surrounded  by  about  a 
dozen  of  armed  men,  who  began  to  beat  this  deponent  with  great 
violence )  that  breaking  from  them,  he  retired  within  the  door  of  his 
house,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  wife  endeavoured  to  keep  the 
assailants  out — that  they  shut  k  latch'd  the  door  for  this  purpose^ 
when  the  assailants  broke  it  open  &  began  again  to  beat  this  depo- 
nent with  the  butts  of  their  guns,  &  otherwise  much  abuse  him  and 
his  wife — that  they  then  extorted  a  promise  from  him  under  pain  of 
death,  that  he  would  not  make  any  information  against  them,  and 
that  they  then  withdrew.     This  deponent  further  saith,  that  some 
of  the  persons  thus  assailing  him  he  knew,  via. :  John  Swift,  Elisha 
Sattalee,  Walterman  Baldwin,  Phede  Budd^  k  Phineas  Stevens— 
that  the  others  he  did  not  know, — k  that  he  now  remains  nndcr 
the  utmost  terror  of  his  life. 

JOSEPH  BaNO. 
Sworn  k  subscribed  before  me,  this  22d 

day  of  September,  1784. 

HsNar  Shoemaker. 


Deposition  or  William  Lantabmak,  1784. 

Appeared  before  me,  John  Seely,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Justioes  in  ft 
for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  William  Lanterman,  k  b^g 
duly  sworn  doth  depose  k  say,  that  on  Monday,  the  20th  Instaa^ 
beingin  his  father's  com  field  in  the  Township  of  Stoke,  he  there 
met  Waterman  Baldwin,  who  asked  him  where  his  fath^  was— A 
told  him  that  if  he  caught  him  taking  any  com  out  of  that  field,  ha 
(Waterman  Baldwin)  would  scalp  him.    This  deponent  then  told 
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him;  tliflt  -he  had  oome  to  gat  aone  oani,  A  aU«d  ^  jon  iM  not 
ihoot  tee,  will  yoa  f"  upon  whieh  he  replied  that  he  wohld^Tha 
Depooenb  thes  told  him  that  aoeh  oondiiot  waa  oonirary  to  Jaw*^ 
wiifiQ  Baldwin  anawered  tha*  there  waa  no  law  hen-^he  had  tiiad  tt 
long  eaevghi.ft  that  Bwift  &  he  k  thirty  othera  had  oome  down  t* 
take  4^e  oora  i^  foioe  &  keep  it.  That  he  waa  armed  with  a  riia 
gnii  &  two  piatola.    The  d^^eat  then  leH  the  fields  &  fartiiev  aaich 


WILLIAM  LANTARMAN. 
Swon  &  aohaoribed  belbre  me  at* 
WyomiDg^  Sept.  22d,  1784 
Jno.  SeAlt. 


1 


Bkfosition  ov-Ha&mon  Brink,  1784. 

Before  me,  John  Seelf,  Baqr.,  one  of  the  Joaticea  of  the  peaoe  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Northnmberlaad,  oame  Harmon  Brink,  & 
BeiBg  dnljr  awom  doA  defWMe  ft  any,  that  on  Monday,  the  2d  day 
0i  Angnat  latot  paat,  he,  the  aaid  Deponent  was  in  a  ho«ae  at  a  plaee 
ptdVd  Loouat  Hill,  in  Northampton  Oonnty,  whose  Col.  Jamea  Moond 
Jftj  aick  nt  that  time,  there  were  aeveral  othera  laying  under  the 
4ree8,  and  noder  the  ahade  before  the  door,  the  Deponent  heard  two 
0t  three  gnna  fired,  and  Immediately  heard  one  Michael  MeCartl^ 
(who  waa  under  the  ahade  before  the  door)  Oall  to  the  Deponent  (• 
tfome  and  carry  him  awny,  for  he  waa  wounded  ft  waa  not  able  to 

Et  in  the  house,  the  Deponent  went  to  help  him  in,  and  ask'd  him 
w  1m  oaoie  to  be  wounded,  (not  auspeotios  any  Evil  Minded  Per- 
iona  Jwimg  round)  as  he  qrake  to  the  wounded  man  there  waa  thirty 
or  forty  guns  fired  towards  the  house  which  the  Deponent  aoppos^d 
to  be  chiefly  at  him,  he  then  calFd  to  the  rest  that  were'  it>nnd  to 
make  the  best  of  their  way  into  the  house,  after  the  People  were  got 
in  the  house  one  Jacob  Everit,  standing  opposite  a  Window,  waa 
shot  through  the  head  ft  Died  in  a  few  Minutes,  two  others  besides 
the  first  mentioned  were  wounded,  after  the  Oonneotiout  Claimants 
(which  I  afterwards  found  them  to  be>  had  Continued  theit*  firing 
on  ua  about  two  hours,  they  Betreated  baek  to  Wyoming,  farther  the 
Deponent  saith  not.  .    *       . 

HARMON  BRINK. 
Sworn  ft  subsQiib^d  hefovi  me  at^ 
Wyoming,  Sept.  22d,  1784.      [ 


Jira  SsELT. 


DkFOsmoK  a*  Obabiah  Walker,  1784. 

Apipwed  helbce  ino,  Job^  Seely,  Ssqr.,  one  of  the  Jnetioea  of  the 
peaoe  in  ft  for  the  County  of  Northumberland^  Obadiah  Walker, 
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who  being  duly  Bworn  doth  dspoaa  k  mj  that  on  Tuasdiy,  tlieSU 

InstaDt,  being  at  the  hooee  of Trax,  in  the  Towudup  d 

8haw&ney,  John  Swift,  Eliaha  Sattalee,  Watemiaa  Baldwin,  k 
Phineas  Stevens  oame  into  the  aforeeaid  honse,  &  afber  boaadagif 
having  beaten  Higor  Bojd,  one  of  the  Commisaionero,  Joha  8nl 
drew  the  wiper  from  the  rifle  with  whioh  he  was  arm'd,  &  tikiig 
the  amalier  part  into  his  hand,  atraok  thia  deponent  ahont  Mj 
times  with  the  larger — with  all  his  force,  &  then  departed  the  hova 
Farther  this  deponent  saith  not  % 

OBADIAH  WALKUL 


Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me,  at 
Wyoming^  the  22d  Sept.,  1784. 
Jno.  Sksly. 


I 


DKPOsrrroN  oi  NiooDXinis  TaAYiS;  1784. 

Appeared  before  me,  John  Seely,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  JastisM  d 
the  peace  in  &  for  the  Oonnty  of  Northnmberland,  NieodaHi 
Travis,  and  being  dniy  sworn  doth  depose  and  say  that  on  Moo^y 
the  20ih  Instant,  bemg  at  his  labor  on  Jacob's  plains,  Ikmd  Gw 
came  np  to  him  vrith  thne  stones  in  one  hand  and  a  club  in  thi 
ether,  declaring  that  he  wonld  sacrifice  him  if  he  did  not  lesietk 
Oats  which  he  had  in  his  Waggon — ^proceeded  to  threaten  Us 
fitrther  declared  that  he  shonld  have  none  of  his  Crops,  ft  at  ]m^ 
obliged  the  Deponent  to  unload  k  leave  the  Oats  on  the  gitw 
The  deponent  says  that  he  sowed  these  oats  in  peace,  &  fiuther  an 
that  he  is  afhdd  his  life  wiU.be  taken  should  he  retam  again  to  m 
iafter  his  property. 

NICHODEMUS  (N)  TRAVI8. 

mark. 


Swoni  &  subscribed  before  me,  at 
Wyoming,  Sept  22d,  1784. 
Jno.  Sxkly. 
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QujBSTiON  TO  THS  Maoist&act,  1784. 

22d  September,  1784. 
Question,  to  the  Magistracy. 

Whether  from  the  evidence  before  them  it  was  thmr  opioioo  vf^ 

'  1  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  trust  committed  to  ub,  vito 

to  our  persons?  &  what  security,  if  any,  they  eonldpi^^' 


we  could 
security 


ISRNBYLTANU  ABO&IYIB  1781.  «» 

Amswjeb  Of  JuSTiois  Of  Wtoboko,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 

We  have  considered  the  Qaestion  which  you  were  pleeaed  to  pal 
to  i»  yesfeerdi^  with  all  the  attention  of  which  we  are  capable,  and 
now  offer  it  as  our  joint  opinion  that  yon  cannot  proceed  to  the  £z- 
eontion  of  the  Trast  committed  to  yon,  with  secnrity  to  your  persona 
or  to  the  dignity  of  the  State  which  is  bo  Inseperably  connected 
inthit. 

We  have  alio  contemplated  every  means  in  onr  power  to  give  yo« 
the  protection  yon  wish  for,  and  can  find  it  only  in  the  interposition 
of  an  armed  linroe. 

-  We  are  therefore  induced  to  |»ropose  to  yonr  own  consid^ation 
the  Propriety  of  applying  to  this  alternative,  while  we  cannot  in 
Juatioe  to  what  we  beUeve  to  be  the  sentiments  of  a  very  respecta- 
ble part  of  this  Community,  but  declare  that  a  foroe  Yerry  adequate 
to  your  protection  can  be  Immediately  obtain'd. 

As  Mr.  Mead  intimated  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  him  to 
meet  us  this  Afternoon,  we  have  thought  proper  to  come  to  this 
separate  report,  that  you  may  be  early  enabled  to  proceed  to  some 
resolutions  up<m  it. 

We  are  however  happy  to  add  that  Mr.  Meads  sentiments  upon 
this  subject  have  exactly  corresponded  with  ours. 
We  are  Gentlemen 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  meet  obed't  & 

very  Humble  Servants, 
JNO  8EBLY, 
HENRY  SHOEMAKElt. 
Wyoming,  September  28d,  1784. 
Direetedf 

To  John  Boyd,  Esqr.,  John  Armstrong,  James  Bead^  John 
Okely. 

Answir  of  David  Mead,  1784. 

Wyoming,  Sept.  28d,  1784. 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  must  inform,  that  at  present  from 
circumstances,  lam  induced  to  believe  that  you  cannot  Travil  through 
the  different  settlements  of  this  place  with  bodily  saifty. 
In  the  mean  time 

am  with  much  Respect 

your  Humble  Serv't, 

DAVID  MEAD. 
Commissioners  of  Uie  Supreme  ) 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl'a.   | 
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OovuiaaovmB  to  Pb3B8.  Dickxhsov,  1764. 

Wyoming,  24th  September^  1784. 
Sir, 

The  papers  taoleeed  will  ex^ain  to  your  BzoeUeDoj  ud  Oavd 
the  intenmptions  we  hare  met  in  ezecmting  the  trust  reposed  in  m 
The  spirit  of  Tiolenoe  whieh  presented  it8e&  upon  our  flurivssl  at  thb 
pboe  ft  the  dariog  oatrage  npon  the  person  of  Mi^or  Boyd,  whisk 
immediately  followed,  were  so  alarming  in  themselves  and  conaeetfli 
with  ao  many  eaaggeiaiing  eivswastanoes  as  to  pndiiee  the  indesed 
appKcatioa  to  the  Magistraoy  (maifk'd  No  7)  their  reply  (Mo  8)F 
while  it  confirmed  oar  apprehensions  of  farther  violeiioe  left  vb  how- 
efer  a  good  deal  embanraa'd,  &  ha^  aiade  this  oomoamicalioa  t» 
mediatdy  aeeeasaiy*  .  Your  SzeeUency  will  obeerye  thai  w^ule  tkj 
f^ve  na  assBnuicea  that  ^^  a  jforoe  adequate  to  oar  protection  wuj  bt 
immediately  obtained''  they  leave  it  to  '^  our  own  determiaatiaa 
whether  an  application  to  this  altomatiTe  be  necessary  or  ezpedieiii 
Upon  this  point  we  have  some  doubts;  whieh  have  grown  oat  of  a 
belief  that  a  step  of  this  kind  in  ns  would  indnoe  to  hostilities  A 
predpitato  this  va&rtiuiate  oonntry  agahi  into  blood  died.  We 
therefore  commit  ourselves  in  this  instance  to  the  wisdom  of  caamA 
h  hope  from  that  for  snch  a  decision  as  will  beat  proraoto  the  intoh 
tions  of  Government  &  the  interest  <3i  the  public. 

As  we  feel  ourselves  oblig'd  to  offer  matters  of  opinioo  aa  well » 
fact  to  your  Honorable  board  we  cannot  suppress  our  apprehenskai 
that  the  grain  now  on  the  ground  will  begin  some  immediate  violenoe. 
It  has  ahready  been  the  subject  of  dispute,  and  we  have  been  presi'^ 
by  some  of  the  Connecticut  claimants,  to  an  immediate  dedsoa 
upon  it,  as  the  great  point  upon  which  the  peace  of  this  oonntry  de- 
pended. We  have  been  told  that  unless  this  decision  was  in  Adr 
favor,  an  appeal  to  arms  would  be  the  consequence.  We  are  hen 
lead  to  one  observation  which  cannot  but  make  Gouneil  as  nnhapfFj 
as  the  cause  of  it  has  made  us,  viz.,  that  fhe  lenity  of  govemmait  so 
explicitly  shown  by  their  late  laws  &  resolutions  in  &vor  of  ^ 
description  of  people,  do  not  seem  to  have  yet  had  all  the  effect  npoa 
their  disposition,  which  was  to  have  been  expeeted  from  it,  while  oa 
the  other  hand  we  cannot  but  declare  our  happiness  in  finding  the 
Peitnsylyania  claimants;  in  every  instence.whicn  has  fidlen  under  our 
observations,  accommodating  themselves  to  the  acknowledged  ptini^ 
pies  of  order  and  sood  ooTemment 

We  are  air|  with  the  highest  respect  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  very  humble  ServantSif 
JNO  BOYD, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
JAMES  READ, 
J.  OKELY. 
*  Preoedfaig  page.  f  Se4  page  661. 
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P*  S.   Trom  mothei  of  a  Tory  obvioos  polioy  we  hvvD  yet  d»-^ 
elined  giying  «dj  opmion  respeoting  the  gndn.    Tke  bearer  is  an 
InieUigenfc  k  Tery  oonfidential  penion. 
Directd, 

To  His  Exoellenoy  John  Dickinson^  Esq. 
Indortcd, 

Read  in^Coifticil  28th  of  Sepfr,  1784. 


DnOSITlDllB. 

NorthiamptoQ  Couoty,  sa : 

On  the  24tb  day  of  September,  Anno  1784,  before  me,  Peter 
Rhoads,<one  of  the  Justioee  ef  the  Peaee  In  &  for  the  OouDty  of 
NortbamptOB,  Personally  Appeared  Frederick  Barthold,  of  the  town 
of  Baaton,  and  (being  daly  sworn  on  the  Holy  BraDgeKsts  of  Al- 
mighty Ged)  Doth  Depose  and  say,  That  he  was  an  assistant  to 
Peter  Ealer,  Goal  Keeper  at  the  town  of  Baston,  in  ft  for  the  Connty 
of  Northampton^  and  that  on  the  17th  of  this  Instant,  at  abont  4 
o'eloek,  as  he  was  going  np  stairs  in  order  to  let  some  of  the  Prison- 
ers that  were  in  Confinement  there  from  Wioming,  Down  to  Oet 
some  water,  ft  to  Carrie  Down  the  necessary  Pocket,  and  when  they 
were  ont  of  one  Door  he  Did  shnt  it  again  and  oppened  an  other 
Door  for  the  same  Purpose,  and  as  soon  as  he  had  oppened  the  other 
Door,  one  Edward  Inman  seized  him,  the  Deponent,  by  the  neck  * 
and  forced  the  whole  bundle  of  Keys,  consisting  of  six  or  seven 
Keys,  ont  of  his  hands,  and  Knocked  hin>  down  with  it  ao  that  h^ 
f^int'd,  and  by  the  time  be  recovered,  the  Prisoners  from  Wioming, 
Twenty-five  in  number,  were  all  out  of  the  Two  Rooms. 

FREDERICK  BARTHQLD.   .. 
Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me,  the 

day  ft  year  abovesaid. 

Peteb  Rhoads. 

JRorthaaq^toti  CoQ«ty,  se : 

'  On  the  24th  day  of  September,  1784,  before  me,  Peter  Rhoads^ 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  &  lor  said  County  of  Northampr 
ton.  Personally  Appeared  Peter  Ealer,  the  Goal  Keeper  of  Eaatoa^ 
in  a  for  the  County  of  Northampton,  and  (being  duly  sworn  on  thf 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God)  Doth  Depose  and  say,,  that  on 
the  17th  Instant,  at  ahout  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he  ordered 
his  assistant,  Frederick  Barthold,  up  stairs  in  the  Prison  where  the 
Prisoners  from  Wiomiag  were  Confined,  to  Let  out  of  each  Room 
(they  were  in  two  rooms)  Two  Prisoners,  as  there  were  two  baB4 
Cuffed  together,  in  order  to  fetch  water  and  Carry  Down  the  ffeces- 

*  See  page  475. 
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wry  Sup  M  QsmJ,  and  Going  np  timm'  an  Lroo  Gate,  and  after  tka 
tame  was  shut  again,  he  heard  him,  the  said  AaBistant,  nj,  thai  the 
Bread  which  was  to  he  Brought  np  at  the  same  time  ooght  or  mi^ 
be  got  Redy,  to  he  Carried  np  when  those  Prisoners  were  to  be  Pot 
np  again  that  were  to  be  Let  Down,  and  him  &  his  wife  were  getiag 
the  Bread  to  Carry  it  thron'  the  Iron  Gate,  that  when  they  (the 
Deponent  &  his  wife)  oppened  the  Gate,  the  Gate  was  aetxed  by 
some  of  the  Wioming  Prisoners,  who  were  hid  at  the  same  time  in 
a  Crook  Leading  to  the  stairs  going  np ;  and  that  he  EndeaToeicd 
to  shut  the  Gate  again,  bnt  waa  over  Powerad,  and  Sqoieeed  Jt 
Kicket  Tery  mueh ;  seeing  that,  he  Called  to  his  ?rife  to  ahat  the 
front  Door,  and  as  the  Key  was  not  in  the  Look,  she  oonld  not  ^at 
it  fast  anongh ;  he  then  Called  to  her  to  Allarm  the  Neighbour^  as 
he  saw  he  wonld  be  over  Powered,  and  ran  to  the  front  Door  hiiMdIf 
in  order  to  Lock  the  same,  and  was  over  Powered  again,  and  bmiaai 
very  much,  so  that  he  feels  very  unwell  yet^  and  all  the  Prisoaen 
from  Wioming,  Twenty-five  in  number,  Ban  ont^  and  thai  he  Fm- 
sued  them  &  Apprehended  one.    Further  he  says  not 

PETER  EALE& 

Bwom  &  subscribed  before  me,  the 
24th  Septem'r,  1784. 

Pbteb  Bhoads. 


Northampton  County^  ss : 

On  the  24th  day  of  September,  1781,  before  me,  Peter  Bhoads, 
one  of  the  Justices  in  &  for  the  County  of  Northampton,  Personally 
appeared  Chnrad  Ihri^  in  the  Town  of  Easton.  and  (being  Duly 
Bwom  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God)  Doth  Depose  snd 
say.  That  on  fryday,  the  17th  Day  of  this  Instant,  Sept'r,  at  aboot 
4  o'clock,  Mrs.  Ealer,  the  wife  of  Peter  Ealer,  Came  Running  to  hii 
house— Living  oposide  the  Prison,  and  Called  for  Asaataats,  tiw 
Prisoners  were  Breaking  out  of  Prison ;  that  when  he  Case  to  hii 
Door  he  saw  that  the  Prisoners  from  Wioming  Pushed  Peter  Ealer, 
(he  Goal  Keeper,  out  of  the  front  Door,  and  saw  one  of  the  Prison- 
ers having  a  Large  Key  in  his  hand,  he,  the  Deponant,  ran  at  him 
to  seise  him,  and  when  he  Came  near  him,  the  Prisoner  stroke  at 
him,  and  he  avoiding  the  Blow,  the  Prisoner  Escaped,  and  they  the 
prisoners  went  all  off  through  an  alley.    Further  he  says  not. 

the  Mark  of 
CONRAD  [C  I]  IHRIB. 

Bwom  k  subscribed  before  me^  the 
Day  &  year  above  said, 

Peter  Rhoad& 
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Koribampton  County,  as : 

On  the  24th  day  of  September,  1784,  before  me,  Peter  Rhotds, 
one  of  the  Jaatieee  of  the  Ftoaoe  in  &  for  the  County  of  Northamp- 
ton, Personally  Appeared  William  Roughs  of  the  Town  of  Easton, 
and  (being  Duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Ood) 
Doth  Depose  &  say,  That,  on  fryday,  the  17th  Instant,  at  about  4 
o'clock,  as  he  was  at  the  House  of  John  Spangenberg,  opposid  the 
Prison  in  Easton,  the  wife  of  John  Spangenberg  being  on  the  street, 
Cried  out,  and  saw  Conrad  Ihrie  Run  out  of  his  house  towards  the 
Prison  ;  that  he,  the  Deponant,  Ran  after  him,  and  saw  Peter  P]aler| 
the  Goal  Keeper,  standing  in  the  front  door  of  the  Prison  to  Resist 
the  Prisoners  from  Wioming  from  breaking  out  of  Qoal,  but  before 
he,  the  Peponant,  Could  Come  to  the  Qoal  Keeper's  Assistance,  the 
Pnsoners  forced  out,  and  that  he  was  about  Apprehending  one  of 
^e  Prisoners  who  had  a  Large  Key  in  his  hand,  where  with  he 
offered  to  strike  him,  which  he,  in  order  to  save  his  life,  avoided  the 
stroke.  In  the  Mean  time  Prisoners  firom  Wieming  Got  all  out,  St 
went  off  through  an  alley,  and  he,  the  Deponant,  Ran  after  them, 
and  allarmed  the  Inhabitants  and  Called  them  to  Arms ;  that  it  was 
a  Rainy  Day,  Did  not  Come  timely  to  Assistance — ^further  he  says 
not. 

WILLIAM  ROUGE. 

Bwom  &  subscribed  before  me,  the 
Day  A  Year  above  said. 

PxTSB  Rhoads. 


Before  me,  Henry  Shoemaker,  Esq'r,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Northumberland,  appeared  John 
JSiicka/oo9,  and  beinff  duly  sworn  according  to  Law,  doth  say,  that 
im  the  second  Day  of  August  Last,  he  was  at  a  place  known  by  the 
name  of  Locnst  Hill,  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  in  Company 
with  several  People ;  that  in  the  forenoon  of  said  Day,  the  Depo^ 
Bent  was  asleep  under  the  shade  of  a  Tree,  and  was  alarmed  with  a 
fining  of  Musquelry,  upon  which  he  fled  to  a  small  Log  Cabbing 
which  was  near;  that  the  Persons  who  fired  killed  a  Certain  Jacob 
Eveiel,  by  shooting  him  through  the  Head,  and  wounded  three 
others,  (vis.)  Michad  McCorole,  John  Shuboy,  &  David  Moris ;  that 
the  Persons  so  surrounding,  Continued  to  fire  one  Hour  and  a  half 
or  Longer;  that  he  supposed  they  Consisted  of  Twenty  or  thirty 
men,  some  of  which  he  knew,  (via.)  Jonathan  BurweU  ft  William 
Slocum ;  that  he  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  said  Burwell  & 
Slokem,  with  their  associates,  who  perpetrated  this  unprovocked 


Haider,  were  all  of  the  Party  Called  the  Connectici^t  Glaimaali^  aft 
Wjoming-^forther  the  Deponent  eayeth  not. 

his 
JOHN   ><STIGKAFO0& 
mark. 
8wom  and  Smbscribed  before  me,  at 
Wyoming,  Sept'r  24tfa,  1784. 
HjENaY  Shobmakjke. 


Before  me,  John  Soelj,  Esqr.y  ooe  of  the  Jnstieed  in  and  fiw  the 
County  of  Northumberliuid,  appeared  William  Sims^  &  beiw  da^ 
Bworu;  doth  depose  k  say,  that  being  at  the  Blaek-eodith  flkop  i 
Pavid  Fowler  of  Shawney  Township^  on  the  23d  Instant^  he  tLcM 
met  Watennan  Baldwin  &  Phenias  Steyens,  who  enquired  whoth<if 
there  was  any  party  after  them — ^he  repUed,  not  that  he  knew  afr— 
they  then  ask'd  whether  if  a  party  came  after  them,  they  would  fim 
npon  them.    The  Deponent  replied  he  did  not  think  thiey  would,*-* 
to  which  Baldwin  answered,  that  tho'  they  (the  party)  ahoald  D0^ 
he  would  fire  upon  them,  for  it  waa  his  determination  not  to  be 
taken  alive, — thkt  if  it  had  not  rained  that  morning,  they  vooU 
have  pulled  Lanterman's  com — had  Twenty  or  Thirty  men  for  thai 
purpose,  k  as  many  others  to  support  them.    The  Deponent  adrised 
him  not,  k  recommended  a  submission  to  the  kws — ^To  whieh  he 
.  said,  <<  We  will  be  damn'd  if  we  sfibmit  to  the  lata  o£  this  Stele  m 
any  other,  but  live  independent — ^the  Com  we  will  hav^,  h  the 
ground  too — then  you  will  see  the  Vermontera  turn  oat — this 
Country  has  always  been  in  dispute,  the  strongest  party  has  ever 
kept  it,  k  we  will  now  keep  it."     The  Deponent  further  saith,  that 
Baldwin  k  Stevens  added — We  would  not  have  flogg'd  Bojd,  had 
he  not  been  a  damn'd  Rascal — that  what  he  had  received  waa  bat  a 
beginning — ^that  wherever  thev  met  him  they  would  Ibeat  him,  k 
kthim  know  that  before  he  left  tdiia  Country — that  ae  ibr  CoL 
Armstrong,  if  ever  they  oatoh'd  him,  they  might  leavie  the  li£s  m 
him  but  that  would  be  all.    They  added,  that  they  had  Boi  •  fitf>» 
thing  of  interest  hero,  bat  that  they  had  been  hired  at  the  rate  el 
Uwoe  half  joes  a  man  by  the  Conneoticut  ekimanta  to  fight  i 
k  that  in  addition  to  tUa,  they  wese  to  divide  the  lioida 
thoee  that  did  fight— that  if  it  were  not  for  10  or  12  persona 
them,  the  Penn^ylvaaians  might  live  in  peaee  and  witfiont  any  dia^ 
tnrbanoe,  k  have  the  Country  to  themselveB,  and  that  they  now 
were  hene  by  the  advice  and  persnaaion  of  Franklin,  Johiutoae^ 
Peiroe  and  others,  and  that  otherwise  they  should  have  left  this  long 
ago*---ftnd'  farther  tUs  Deponent  saith  not. 

WM.  ams. 

Sworn  and  sabsoribed  before  me,  thia 
2101  day  of  Septem.,  1784. 
Jtffo.  SasLY. 


John  Armsteonq  to  P&xb.  DiokinsoN;  1784. 

24  Sept.,  1784^  Wyomipg. 
Sir, 

The  psoket  to  jmr  ExoellMicy  wm  closed  before  Mr.  Sm's  depo- 
rition  was  made.  The  Oommissioneni  haye^  however;  thought  pro* 
per  to  fiMward  it< 

Ab  we  did  not  wish  to  multiply  reading  of  this  sort,  we  have  snp- 
prese'd  much  testimony  to  the  same  effect.     Yonr  Excellency  and 
Gonncil  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  most  respectful  compliments^ 
and  beUeve  me  to  be  with  mnch  sincerity; 
Yonr  most  obedient  & 

Very  hnmble  servant; 

JOHN  AKMSTKONG,  Jr. 
JHrectedf 

His  fixoellency;  President  Dickinson. 

By  Mr.  Sims.  > 


AdVKBTIBXUXNT  Of  COHMISaiONIBS  Of  WroifiKG;  1784. 

Whereas  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  have  by 
their  resolution  of  the  9th  Instant,  appointed  uS;  the  subscribers  to 
carry  into  effect  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  taken  on  thcf 
7di  of  the  same  Month  for  the  following  purposes;  vie.; 

'<  1st,  To  obtain  the  most  exact  knowledge  they  can  get  of  Ihe 
liames  of  the  Widows  A  Children  of  such  persons  as  were  lately 
settled  at  or  near  Wyoming;  and  have  fldlen  fighting  agsiinst  thtf 
Savagee." 

^2dly,  Of  all  sneh  others  as  did  actually  reside  on  the  Lands  ai 
er  near  Wyoming  when  the  late  Deeree  was  given  at  Trenton.  80tU 
Bec'r,  1782."  » 

^  Sdly,  Of  the  Widows  &  Children  of  such  of  them  as  have 
rince  died." 

"  4thly;  Of  the  quantity  of  Land  possessed  by  eaeh  of  the  persona 
befoi^  described  at  the  time  of  his  Death;  or  of  the  said  Decree 
respectively." 

<*  dthly.  Of  the  Improvements  on  each  of  the  said  parcels  of 

<«6i^ly,  Of  the  nature  of  the  Claim  on  which  the  possessions  of 
each  parcel  as  aforesaid  was  founied." 
*   ''7thly;  Of  the  Evidences  in  support  of  soch  Claim.'' 

<'8thly;  Of  what  parts  of  sooh  Lands  are  claimed  under  Penn- 
sylvania, Ac." 

"9thly,  By  whom." 

We  do  therefore  give  tlds  pnUic  notiee  to  aD  cobceriMd  that  on 
Vol.  X.— 29 


Monday  negit  we  will  begin  io  reoeive  all  snob  InfomutioD  jmoB  &a 
preceeding  Subjects  (excepting  the'Sth  artiele,)  as  maym  kid 
nefore  .na,  and  for  this  pnxpoae  we  baye  tbongbt  it  proper  to  dinet 
that  liie  Infaabitanti  of  the  Township  of  Stoke  wiU  atteod  m 
Monday,  Tnesday  &  Wednesday  next,  and  the  InhafaitaatB  of 
Shawana  Towddiip  on  ThnhKlaji  Fridiy  &  Sataiday  folknriag  aft 
th«  Hotise  of  John  H^dlenback  in  the  Township  of  Stoke. 
Given  at  Wyoming  this  25th  day  of  September,  1784. 

JNO.  BOr». 

JOHN  ABAKTBONCL  Jb, 
JAMBS  RSAD» 
JOHN  OKSLY. 


Inhabitants  or  Wtobonq  to  GoMiasB'Bs  Bead  ahb  Qkklt, 

1784. 

Wyoming,  Sept  25th,  17M. 
Gentlemen, 

We  can't  bnt  observe  the  good  Intention  of  the  Ckneral  AasemUy 
of  Pennsylvania  in  behalf  of  the  Ck)nnectiont  Claimants,  in  the  his 
Besolre  of  that  Honorable  Honse;  which  reieots  snsoh  Hoaor 
npon  them,  and  will  terminate  much  in  Favor  of  the  Goiineetiail 
Vmimants :  And  aldo  the  Besrive  ef  the  Gteneral  AsseasUj,  an* 
thoriaing  the  President,  and  Council  to  appoint  GommissioiMf^  t» 
repair  to  Wyoming,  in  order  to  asoertaia  tne  Names  of  those,  fame 
men  who  fon^t,  bled  and  expired  in  the  ghmona  Canae  of  lifaer^ 
and  Property. 

And  what  Quantity  of  Lands  they  ocoapied^  and  poaaea'd  ;  bbA 
abo  the  Names  of  the  Widdows  and  Fatheriess  ChikUea;  that  tha 
(General  Assembly  might  be  in  a  Capacity  to  make  a  jnat  IXaeni^ 
waatioil,  and  extend  their  Humanity  ana  Commiseration  to  those 
Persons  who  had  been  the  greatest  SnffBreoB,.by  the  Depridatsena  el 
the  Savages :  And  also  the  names  of  those  who  liv'd  here  at  the 
Decree  at  Tipton,  the  Quantity  of  I^inda  they  poaseaasd  at  that 
Time,  their  Title,  &c.— The  above  Resolves  we  can't  bnt  take  tha 
greatest  Notke  of,  and  assure  you  Ckntlemen,  that  our  Hearts  glow 
with  Gratitude,  and  high  Sstcem  for  that  Honourable  Houae;  j«t 
at  the  same  Time  let  us  tell  vou,  that  we  are  sorry  to  sayy  that  wt 
have  just  BoMon  to  suspect  that  two  of  the  OomitiissionerSy  araso 
prejudiced  asainst  the  Connecticut  Claimants  that  its  impossible  ftf 
them  to  do  JiisiSney  and  dierefare  very  unfit  peisons  to  act  bi  that 
Capacity. 

The  Gentlemen  whom  we  refer  to  are  Ll.  Colo.  John  Anaalraig 
and  John  Boyd,  Eaq'r^  who  have  onoe  docsived  us  by  fiwfitinR  their 
word  and  Honour;  especially  Colo.  John  Armstrong;  and  now 
appears  to  be  replete  with  I^rejudice,  and  we  may  sHy  Malice  agponst 
na:-  £lr  then  the  dwl  iQatstion  Wast  aattod  Si^h  Boyd,  is  Opio. 


TtsmsnjrAJxm  michives  iru^ 
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Armstrong  oae  of  the  Gommissionets,  the  said  GoIo<  spoke  &  said 
yes  I  am,  and  I  will  make  jou  know  it  too. 
,  Now  Oentlemeo,  we  leave  yon  to  judge^  whether  a  man,  who  i^ 
<ttipable  of  giving  such  an  answer  to  Gkntlemeni  and  at  the  same 
Time  shoVd  snch  Prejadioe  is  fit  for  a  Commissioner.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  no  justice  can  coine  from  Men,  who  have 
^bich  Prepossessions,  and  FVejudices,  against  us,  as  those  Gentle- 
itoen  appear  to  have;  together  with  the  111  Treatment,  the  Con^ 
A^^ut  Claimants  have  already  received  ^m  tihe  above  mentioned 
Gentlemen. 

Tberefbre,  we^the  Subscribers  do  most  solemnly  and  in  the  name 

of  every  thing  that  is  sacred  and  dear  to  us  as  Christians  throw  in 

o^r  Protestations  against  John  Boyd,  Esq'r,  and  Lt.  Colo.  John 

'  Amistong,  acting  in  the  Capacity  of  Commissioners,  especially^ 

tlie  latter. 

We  are  Oentlemen  with  suitable  Bespects  your  most  obed't  and 
litiost  hnmle.  servants, 
iEbetir,  Johnson,  Nathl.  Cook, 

JohD  Franklin,  Ediiha  Harvey, 

Pliinehas  PeircCj  Maros*  Calbey, 

nit-oharc]  Brotkway,     Samuel  Ajres, 
~  '  Jeremiah  Oolman^ 

Phin^bas  Nash, 

James  Bid  lack, 

Jos  i  ah  Tlogcrs, 

HcKtikiah  RobartSi 

Tliofl,  Park, 

Benj,  Cole, 

Jo^h.  Ben  net, 

Jonathan  Center, 

James  Nisbitt, 

Timothy  Hopkins, 

Frederick  Eveland, 

Samuel  Hatlctt, 

James  Cole^ 

Abraham  ITardingj 

Barnabas  Gary, 

John  Sqoot, 

Wm.  Williams, 

Joseph  Leonard, 

David  Michel, 

Henry  Herding, 

Joseph  Thomas, 

Samuel  Miller, 

William  Miller, 
Directed, — The  Honorable  James  Bead  and  John  Oakly,  CotDmisfi 
sioncrs,  Present*  .  ,  ;.   .      'j 

*  BoaiQ  of  tiiesa  &am««  are  very  badl/  wriiteoi  and  maj  therefore  not  be 
altogether  oorreot 


Jonah  Wood  worth  J 
Samuel  Gore, 
Samuel  Tubbs, 
Andw.  Blanhard, 
Fra.  Stevens, 
Jabez  Winihipp, 
Eenbea  Cook, 
Darius  Harke, 
Ralph  Compter, 
Barney  Hajney, 
John  ONeil, 
John  Cary, 
Wm-  Bucks, 
Klijah  Buck, 
Jaa.  Gay  lord. 
Ambrose  Gtylord, 
Hlephen  Gardiner, 
•  Abel  Peiree, 
John  Dorrance, 
I>aniel  Pairce, 
El  dad.  Kellogg, 
Eliaa  Church, 
Noah  Petibone, 
Baml.  Bansom, 


John  Budd, 
Fred,  Budd, 
Amos  Eglestnn, 
Janiiyi  Brown,  \ 

James  Brown,  Jun'r,  ^ 
David  San  ford, 
Joot.  Davis, 
James  Benedick,  ,  ,,,i, 
Solomon  Finch, 
Thomas  Heath, 
Wm.  Jack  ways, 
Jonth.  Cory,  . 

Aaron  Perkins,  ^ 

Abraham  Westbrook,  , 
John  Staples,  i 

Daniel  Gore,  . 

Leonard  Wcsthrook,     . 
Daniel  Holly,  ^ 

Eph,  Lewis,  , 

Kichard  Wcstbrook,     ^ 
James  Westbrook,       j 
John  Hose  Krone, 
Thomas  Neill, 
John  Wight,  1 

Wm.  Hooker  Smith,    \ 
Eliaha  Drake, 
Ishmael  Bonnet,  , 

Bich^d  Inman* 


072  PlWKSTLTjanA.  ABCnUTES  1784. 

John  Vbakklin,  &c.,  to  Pbss.  Dickinson,  1784. 

His  ExoelleDey  the  President,  and  the  Sapreme  Executive  CooDcil 
of  the  Commoa  Wealth  of  the  Slate  of  PeansjlvaDia. 

Gentlemen, 

We  are  truly  sony  that  the  good  Intentions  of  the  Hon'ble  iW 
General  Assemhly  of  this  State  in  a  late  ResolyOy  BdatiTO  to  tk^ 
Reinvestment  of  the  People  call'd  the  Connectieoi  ClaimaiitB,  is  a 
all  Prohability  like  to  prove  inaffectoal,  and  to  no  purpoae,  and  ak» 
that  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  who  were  sent  h^  to  inveili- 
gate  matters,  and  Reconcile  the  unhappy  Animosities  whieb  sak^ 
isted  between  the  New  Eiiffland  and  Penasylvanian  Parties,  wen 
conducted  in  the  manner  they  were ;  And  we  likewise  lament  that 

Smr  Hon'ble  Body  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  appoint  John  BojA 
sqr.  and  Lt.  Oolo.  John  Amurtrong  Oommisaiopera,  who  kavt 
antecedent  to  this  appointment  been  here  and  used  the  People  caif  d 
the  Gonnectiout  Claimants,  in  the  most  shameful  and  abnsiTe 
manner  possible,  they  Punished  the  Innocent  and  let  the  guilty  ge 
with  Impunity ;  Pltrtiality  mirked  their  Yestiges  and  orown'd  their 
prooeedmss;   every  Impartial  Spectator .  Exclaimed  against  their 
Cruel  ana  unjust  Treatment  towards  the  New  Englimd  settleii| 
ewn  those  who  were  so  unhappy  as  to  accompany  those  two  Gentle- 
men to  the  Banks  of  Susquehannah.     And  the  world  evea  upon  a 
bare  relation  of  their  conduct  iltand  Agash'd,  and  Thunderstruck.— 
But  Gentlemen  we  would  not  wish  to  dwell  long  upon  this  first 
irregular  step  of  their  Proceedings,  which  they  C^l  a  Coaquesl) 
and  boast  of  their  Generalship  that  they  have  out  General'd  the 
Yankeys,  ftc.,  but  to  come  to  facts  more  recent  which  happened  at 
the  time  of  their  acting  in  the  Hon'ble  sphere  of  Commissioners  at 
this  Place.    The  Second  Day  after  the  arrival  of  the  Commissioners 
they  Desired  some  of  our  People  to  meet  them  at  Mr.  John  HokxH 
back's  Innkeeper ;  accordioglv  a  number  of  the  People  (calFd  the 
Connecticut  Claimants,)  waited  upon  them  to  know  their  InteatioB^ 
and  the  business  and  Import  of  their  Mission ;  and  when  we  bsI 
these  (Gentlemen,  we  knew  not  who  or  how  many  of  them  weft 
Commissioners,  and  the  Question  was  asked  Esqr.  Boyd  whetiier 
Colo.  Armstrong  was  one  of  the  Commisaioners,  the  said  Cob. 
never  waited  for  Esqr.  Boyd  to  give  the  Solution  to  the  Qoestion 
ask'd,  but  spoke  in  a  very  haughty  and  Insultins  manner  and  saidf 
yes  I  am,  and  I  will  make  you  know  it  too;  The  Commiseionen 
likewise  informed  us  that  their  Business  was  entirely  with  the 
Connecticut  Claimants,  And  that  they  had  none  with  Patterson  er 
any  of  his  adherents ;  yet  nothwithstanding  appeared  to  do  all  their 
Business  for  several  Days  with  that  Enemy  of  all  good;  which 
so  Ezaperated  the  Connecticut  People  (so  call'd;  that  they  desired 
a  Remonstianoe  might  be  drew  against  John  Boyd  Es(]'r,  and  Cdo. 
John  Armstrong,  acting  in  the  Capacity  of  CommissionerB;  for 
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ikagr  yren  tfttmadecl  tbst  no  jimtice  doaU  PoefldUj  be  adminiittfei 
hy  men  who  were  tpporently  replete  witii  Pt^pocMeasiou  wad  Pt<» 
jodioes  ikgihni  those  with  whom  they  Prviended  to  have  to  treat 
with  j  aoootdiogly  a  Kemoostranee  waa  drew  up  aranat  those  Iwe 
OommiaBbneray  and  aigned  by  apwards  of  Eighty  Reapeetable  mea 
so  the  Settlement,  bat  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  had  abaeonded 
before  we  had  time  to  Convey  the  same  to  James  Read,  and  John 
Oaklj,  BsqrsLy  to  whmn  the  Rsmonstnnoe  was  dirceted. 
-  l^uy'  anteeently  to  their  Departure,  Paiteraon  and  Colo.  Arnh^ 
atrong  as  it  is  believed,  made  a  false  alarm  and  had  a  party  of  their 
eem  men  m  the  night  of  the  28th  Inst  to  atteok  the  OainBony  and 
Mwetftl  of  the  Nei^beering  houses  in  a  most  violent  manner,  finvA 
into  the  Rooms  of  the  houses  where  People  were  lying  in.bed,  ani 
mhutfmed  (be  whole  Settlement^  and  then  most  lUeniouaTy  said  the 
STankeys  attempted  to  take  the  Fort  by  storm,  and  that  they  had 
done  a&  that  misehkf  to  the  InfaabilantSy  which  00  Intimidated  the 
CommissLonera  that  they  look'd  upon  it  Dangerous  for  them  te 
terry  anv  hmger  in  the  Settlement. 

'  This  InsurreotioB  of  their  own  Party  waa  done  to  firustrate  the  good 
Inteetion  of  Government,  and  excite  the  Conneetievt  People  t^ 
iwfMiir  to  arms  in  Defence  of  their  lives  and  Property.  This  to* 
Mther  with  the  insults  and  abuses  that  the  Connecticut  party  are 
X^aily  receiving  by  being  confined  in  the  Garrison  by  Patterson  and 
hia  party,  without  Law  or  Justice,  and  knowing  the  Garrison  to  be 
e  harboar  and  plaoe  of  Rendeivous  for  those  Tories  worse  than 
Savages  who  have  sacrificed  hendreds  of  our  Itahabitants  during  the 
late  unhappy  war,  and  now  frequently  repairing  to  the  Garrison 
from  JWiagara,  and  elsewhere,  and  there  Protected  and  harbour'd  by 
that  most  ungodly  Patterson  and  his  party;  so  Exasperated  some 
of  the  Connecticut  party  thst  in  the  night  of  the  27th  inst.,  a  small 
nnmber  of  about  fifteen  only  of  those  who  had  been  drove  to  almost 
Desparation,  and  falsely  accused  of  making  the  alarm  the  night 
before ;  attack'd  the  Fort  in  good  Earnest  not  out  of  any  Desicn 
against  Government  or  the  Laws  of  this  State,  but  in  support  of  the 
same,  and. in  order  to* reUeve  one  of  the  CenneotiQut  parlQr  who  had 
the  Day  before  been  Confined  in  a  guard  house  in  the  Garrison,  by 
PaMarson  and  his  Offibers  without.  the<  Colour  of  Law,  when  the 
attaek  was  made  they  told  the  People  in  the  Garrison  next  time  te 
jtiake  e  fiilse  alarm  and  then  to  lay  it  to  the  Tankeee-^having 
Previoae  te  the  attack  madea  Demand  of  the  Prisoners  as  weU  aa 
«f  a  number  of  Kifies  and  other  fire  arms  which  had  been  forcible 
tiken  from  them  by  Pkttersoii  and  hia  Party  and  attli  Detained  st 
atheewise  a  surrender  of  the  Garrison. 

(  If  they  had  Bansack'd  the  Regions  of  Darkness  and  Conanlted  ail 
the  Infernal  Powers  of  Hell,  they  could  not  fram'd  a  greater  falae- 
bood  than  the  laying  the  first  alarm  to  the  Connecticut  patty ;  but 
PldterBon  and  his  associatea  are  so  fastsa  and  ProUfie  in  the  lying 
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knj'Atk  Omj  ^old  Jhnekis  the  mj  Sfeot  S  jkirom  PowiMw^  ^ 
«vertnn  imI  subvert  the  FonndatiDn  of  <3«veroflieiit^ 

We  do  moBt  solemnly  and  in  the  Name  of  the  QimJk 
mho  m  the  seHreher  of  hearte,  aay,  thnt  the  Conneetient  Enrlj  (m 
we  are  ealled,)  had  no  hand  in  the  first  ahnn  and  knew  iwiihmg  ef 
the  aibir, Direotly  or  Indirectly^  and  that  westand  nadj  to  pnns 
our  Innoeenoy/mid  ahow  to  the  Impartial  World  the  nbnseBy  and 
Insults  we  have  leoexved  (rem  Patterson  and  those  ealTd  the  Pen^ 
sjj^vanian  Party,  the  Injnstieey  Bapine^  Plunder  and  nuuder,  to> 
gether  with  every  species  of  Grueltyy  &e. 

The  report  is  thai  the  OotmisBbneis  said  their  misMB  wm 
to  find  out  the.objeets  of  Charity^  and  than  make  them  Ubeod 
Donstions. 

It  is  IVoteotion  and  the  Bene&s  of  Law  we  hare  heea  hmg 
haking  &r«  The  Restoration  of  our  Property  and  our  jnsi  Bight% 
is  what  we  have  been  Pleading  for.  It  is  onr  most  invakuMa  to- 
viledgeb  wn  am  Oontending  finr,  and  not  finr  Charitable  Donntioaifc 

Our  Petitions,  Remonstrances,  and  addresses  have  been  ItnpcaSwii 
la  yonir  Hon'bk  Body;  and  the  House  of  AsMmUy,  nntOl  ear 
Aitienee  is  worn  oat,  and  no  Belief  is  granted  ns.  We  haivn  nsl^l 
for  Justice  and  we  Bedam  to  Qod  who  knows  our  hearts^  thiA 
Jnstiee  u  all  we  wish  for.  Our  Prayers  and  IntreatJcn  appsw 
finally  to  be  Rejected  and  Contemned — ^And  we  have  BeaaoA  ta 
believe  that  there  is  no  good  Designed  ibr  us  from  this  State. 

Wishing  your  Hon'ble  Body  to  oe  under  the  Quidanee  Mid  Bmn^ 
diotien  of  Almighty  God^  we  say  Amen. 

JOHN  FR  ANKMSr, 
BBBNEZER  JOHNSON, 
PHINEHA8  PIBROS. 

Wyoming,  Oct.  6th,  1T84. 

N.  B. — ^The  Remonstrance  which  was  Designed  for  the  Com 
miBsioners,  we  send  Inclosed. 


jyofonrn^of  or  Gapt.  SmmcAKOst,  to.,  1784. 

Before  me,  John  Sedy,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Banes  in 
ft  for  the  OouDty  of  Northmmb^knd,  appeared  Memry  Skmmnkrr^ 
Ssqr.y  and  being  duly  sworn  doth  Deposs  Asay,  thai  aboiit2  COoek 
in  the  Morning  on  Tuesday,  the  26th  Inst,  came  to  tfie  house  whm 
the  fert  was,*  a  Number  «f  People  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Oon* 
neotiont  Olaimants,  ds  srftetgiuing  a  Number  of  Indian  YellS|  thty» 
the  s'd  Enemyes,  began  a  ^ry  heavy^fiie  qb  the  house  with  Rilss 
itfid  Mhsqu^try.  rthelXonenent  ~ 


I  DbpCnent  &  the  Other  Qentlenien  wese  in  bed) 
Mr.  Baoraal  Seaol,  as  he  was  Rising  in  his  bed,  Receivnd  n  Mbrtil 
wound  through  the  Bsck  A  in  the  guta.  Mr.  Andrew  Hendeasni 
pfnying  to.oain  anetber. house,  was  wonndBd  in  five  Diflnent  ^sm^ 
one  of  which  is  in  the  Breast^  supposed  to  be  MortaL    The  &iemyi 


IftwblCitli^ :fiM»  made  rnvmi  aMmpiA  i^fiie  tU  DNvAttog  hMid  & 
bom  up  (a)ivQ).fkU  tW  ▼«»  ia  it ;  ibey  Continyiei  Sriftg  aboai  !«• 
]K>i»fB9  Broke  open.th^  PiiUick  Store  bonde^  onrp^loff  Mme  Ami 
and  a  Qaaniitj  of  Ammunition ;  farther  the  Deponent  Mlh  notu 

UJSSKX  8B0EMAKER. 

Sworn  &  snbsoribed  before  me  at  Wyoming,  28th  Septr.,  1784. 

JN'O  SEELY, 


At  Same  Time  appeared  Aleifr  Patterson^  and  Being  Duly  Sworn 
Declares  that  the  Wiiltsi  Depemtion  h  Jnsi  aend  ¥me. 

ALBy E  PATTBESON, 
Sworn  l^fivf  me. 

JNO.  SEELT. 


'    At  t^  Same  time  appeared  Dootot  SWneig  dttith,  and  Beiiig  dulj; 
Bwoni  deelares  thai  the  within  deporition  is  jngt  and  trae. 

:    JNO.  SEELT.  FBANOIS  SMITH.   . 


AUQC.  PATntSON  TO  C!OL.  JOHK    A&B(8TB<»«0)  1784. 

Wyoming,  Sept'r  28th|  1784. 
Sir, 

Ble-?en  hours  after  you  Left  this  phoe  We  were  Svrroanded  hf 

the  Oonneoticut  Band.    They  kept  up  a  hot  and  IneeBsant  fire  fe# 

the  Sfpace  of  Two  hours ;  you  know  that  our  House  is  not  proof  against 

Shot ;  poor  Lieuts  Reed  ftJHenderson  are  boath  Mortally  Woundedk 

Mr.  Beed  is  Shot  from  the  Baok  and  into  the  Guts ;  Henderson  H 

Shot  in  five  places,  one  of  whieh  is  in  his  Breast ;  that  is  tiie  Dan-i 

gerons  one.    Capt.  Shoemaker  and  Henderson  attempted  to  gain 

tbe  Blockhouse;  poor  Henderson  fell  at  the  Door ;  Capt.  ShDemaktf 

Oaiaed  the  Blocknouge  to  whose  Exertions  we  owe  our  Litfes  wber 

Tenudft.     The  Enemy  put  a  burning  Toareh  to  our  Houeey  whidk 

struck  me  with  the  utmost  Horror.    I  stript  myself  naked  Imd  weni 

ewt  at  the  windoiw  and  Pushed  the  fire  off  with  my  Ghm.    Soon  i^r, 

Oapt.  Shoemaker;  as  we  Suppose,  Killed  or  Mortallywounded  one  or 

the  y illians ;  we  heard  his  Groans:    This  m<M2inff  DiscoTered  Much 

Blood  aad  found  his  BIfle. — iVoin  the  Time  von  left  us  we  had  only 

Time  to  remove  the  Arms  and  ammunition  into  Shrawd^s  Room^ 

Hrlier^  they  lure  safe.    The  Justices,  with  myself,  putpose  calling  in 

the  Owmttf  and  will  Endetvor  to  Make  a  stimd  untill  we  hear  fiaoni 

Government,  which  I  pray  God  may  be  soon.  •  ' 

There  is  no  Doubt  but  that  Johnson,  Franklin  and  Pehse  wer# 

attKAig  the  Murderers* 
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Ob  I  'ftr  Fitfejf 's  nke  etfibuIatB  Gkyrernment  to  ehnni  us 
aod  BffMtnid  velief ;  it  is  not  Pooeible  to  DeMribe  mj  Moi 
for  mj  Two  Br4v«|  Qeatl^manly  Bosom  friends.    I  luiTe  ao  lai 
Tiae.    Adieo. 

I  AiQi  Sir,  nith  Much  Esteenii 

Tour  Host  Obedt.  Sory% 

ALEX'K  PATTERSON. 
The  Inclosed  Depositions  yon  will  herewith  receive. 
Dtrededf 
Lient.  Colonel  John  Armstrongs  Philadelphia. 


COMMISSIONZRS    TO   PUS.  DICKINSON,   1784. 

Phikd'a,  1st  October.  1784. 
Sir, 

We  h^f  leave  to  take  np  the  report  of  oor  prooeedin|pi  under  the 
late  appointment  of  Connoil,  where  oor  letter  of  the  25th  left  it. 

The  disposition  to  violence  discovered  by  the  Connecticnt  Claim- 
ants, while  it  gives  ns  room  to  apprehend  an  immediate  outrage  of 
the  public  peace,  could  not  entirely  suspend  our  endes  vors  to  ezecnts 
the  intentions  of  Government;  &  tho'  we  r^retied  that  want  of 
oonfidence  which  the  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  supposed,  &  whidiy 
at  frst  view,  we  considered  as  inseperable  from  the  service  we  were 
instructed  to  perform, — ^yet  we  could  not  feel  ourselves  justified 
in  omitting  anything  which  but  tended  to  remove  such  ill-fbunded 
prejudice  &  reoondle  the  minds  of  this  deluded  people  to  the  admis- 
sioQ.  of  a  service  so  evidently  calculated  to  promote  their  exclnsift 
interest  To  effeet  this  desirable  purpose,  the  first  step  which 
presented  itself  to  us  as  necessary  or  proper,  was  the  promnln^tioe 
of  the  objects  tot  which  we  came — this  was  made  in  a  manner  which 
9f  all  others  we  flattered  ourselves  would  most  contribute  to  a  cheer> 
^1  reception  of  it :  It  was  pat  into  the  hands  of  one  of  their  veiy 
fonfidei^tial  men,  who  engaged  to  second  it  with  all  hia  profeasional 
as  wdl  ad  personal  influenco— This  was  the  fieverend  '  -— 

Johnston. 

With  these  dispositions,  and  in  this  manner,  did  we  enter  upon 
^e  discharge  of  our  trust,  when  a  very  serioos  interruption  was 

S'lven  to  our  further  proceedings.'  About  12  O'Cloek  at  ni^t,  on 
unday  the  26th  Instant,  a  party  of  the  Connecticut  CkimaatB, 
^hose  number  is  yet  undetermined,  attempted  to  break  open  the 
atore*honse  in  whidi  the  public  &  other  Arms  were  d^>oeited.  It 
is  probable  that  their  Original  desien  upon  this  occasion  went  no 
farther,  and  that  if  they  l^d  been  able  to  sncoceed  in  the  robbeiy, 
no  other  excess  would  Iiave  immediately  followcxi^*— but  having  been 
early  discovered  from  a  neighbouring  house  (the  Quarters  3  CoL 
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Andstmng)  ft  taeeihig  with  some  opforfti«n  from  theoM,  ibey  flood 
tmtMd  their  arms  thither  ft  exohaDgod  several  shot  with  thar  Gkh« 
^emm  ft  three  or  fbur  others  who  were  with  him.  Retiring,  bow- 
erer,  from  this  renstanee,  thej  oanried  their  atttaok  to  the  hoase  of 
Mr.  John  HoUelMoh,  where  the  remaining  part  of  Us  lodged,  ft  allbei^ 
discharging  several  gone  upon  it'(from  the  effects  of  which  Measienrs 
Boyd  ft  OaUey  very  narrowly  esoap'd)  they  then  withdrew  into  the 
Inishes  ft  disappeared.  We  now  saw  an  end  to  car  business  with 
the  Btmost  rograt,  ft  that  it  was  improper  fi»r  ns  to  remain  long«f  in  a 
Goonlary  where  every  moment  threatened  ns  with  the  danms  of 
aaaaasination.  Under  the  inflaenoe  of  this  Opinion;  we  oaQ<3  open 
the  Magistrates  ft  some  other  prinomal  Penm^Ivania  Claimants,  ft 
left  with  tham  a  paper  of  aoknowleagements  ror  the  support  which 
they  had  in  every  instance  discovered  an  inclination  to  give  ns— of 
advice, — ^to'keep  themselves  in  as  defensable  a  state  as  possible,  ft 
of  aawiTsnne  that  as  we  believed  the  kte  attack  npon  us  to  be  intro- 
dnotory  to  farther  misobief,  we  would  exert  every  nerve  in  our  power 
to  bring  Government  into  some  decisive  measures  for  their  relief* 
Under  these  assnianoes  we  left  them  about  8  CCloek,  on  Monday 
the  27th  Instant  The  events  which  have  since  hi4>pened,  ft  which 
have  been  brought  forward  bv  Express,  are  truly  lamentable,  ft  serve 
to  confirm  the  opinions  we  have  already  expressed  of  the  intended 
violence  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants,  ft  the  distress  ft  suffering 
which  we  are  afraid  the  better  subjects  of  the  State  are  fated  to  un- 
dergo. Captain  Patterson's  letter  of  the  28th  &  the  deposition  of 
Capt.  Shoemaker  of  the  same  date,  are  submitted  as  a  part  of  this 
report. 

We  beg  leave  to  dose  this  representation  by  offering  to  Council 
the  result  of  our  enquiries  into  the  character  of  the  people  called 
Connecticut  Claimants.  With  very  few  exceptions,  they  appear  to 
be  a  Banditti,  who^  having  fled  from  the  Operation  of  other  laws, 
are  very  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  restraint  of  ours,  ft  who  are 
without  any  well-founded  pretensions  to  either  property  or  reputation 
We  are.  Sir,  with  all  possible  respect. 
Tour  Excellency's  ft  CouneiFs 

Most  Obedient  hum.  servantsi 

JNO.  BOYD, 

JOHN  ARMSTBONQ,  jtm.,      • 

JAMES  REAP, 

J.  OKELY. 

His  Excellency  President  Dickinson. 


No.  2. 
Gsn'i*  J.  Abmsteono  to  John  SbxlT;  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  no  other  objection  in  wishing  you  to  come  to  an  interview 
with  John  Franklin,  but  that*  yon  mny  have  an  opportunity  of 

29* 


I^uniiigfrwn  hilnaelf  WI17  id  ouuiy  of  ike  Oonneetie^iGbiMftatekMit 
thus  WMlloi^jniii  into  wi  amed  oppw^m  to  the  km  of  the  itwlsf 
Wkj  they  h«Te  committed  so  mm  depndatioiis  npoa  th#  pe^ce 
ible  »ad  uaeffen^Dg ;  &  whether,  tfaej  yet  eoatiiiiie  evem  4o  profai 
M  lO^riMiQe  to  thu  CkmunOAweaUh?  If  to  the  hirt qaaftion  he 
•hoold  tnawer  in  the  aibrmatiTe,  yov.  will  then  eziiteia  what  tbal 
idleg^oe  lequiiee,  and  what  it  forbida  1  The  neoeeaty  there  k  fiar 
kftttaedktely  laying  down  Ua  anna  and  submitting  himaolf  mmd  Im 
fpUowera  to  the  operation  of  jnatioe  and  the  penalty  ahovld  ha 
^gleot  or  refnae  to  eomply. 
I  am,  Sk,  yonr 

most  obd^t  aervt.^ 

J.  ABMSTRONG, 
'  jon'rSeo'j. 
Diaw  firam  him  an  aoknowfegemant  thai  he  haa  aeen  Um  pnwii 
maliony*  and  knowa  the  penal^  inenned  by  ahetliagy  cmafagiSag 
aJad  aasoeialing  witii  the  Cnlpraita  mentioned  theran. 

It  may  be  well  eaengh  to  repeat  that  he  haa  already  heaid  what 

Ct  know  to  haTO  been  the  int^tion  of  GkiYornment  in  aandiiig  the 
tier. 

Copy. 
Jkdonedf 

October  — ,  1784. 
pirecUd, 
John  Seely,  EBquire. 

No.  8. 
John  Skblt  to  J.  Abmstrono,  1784. 

Copy. 

Hr.  Seely  oamo  to  an  interriew  with  John  Franklin  and  reports : 
that  he  y^aaid  Franklin  made  y  following  answers  to  the  preceding 
questions.  To  the  1st  he  replied  "  for  his  own  safe^."  To  the  2d 
he  made  no  other  answer  bnt  that  <<  it  was  against  his  inclination  y* 
"  any  outrage  upon  person's  property  should  be  committed.''  And 
to  r*  last  he  answered  in  the  affirmatiTC. 
^  When  Mr.  Seely  asked  how  he  could  reconcile  to  these  profes- 
sions— ^his  carrying  arms  and  fitting  himself  in  opposition  to  the 
laws,  he  replied,  <<  y*  his  own  defence  made  it  necessary."  Hr. 
Seely  then  declared  his  conduct  to  be  contrary  to  the  law  &  pointed 
out  the  neoessity  of  their  immediately  dispersingi  to  y*  he  made  no 
other  reply  as  to  himself,  but  that  if  he  should,  he  was  appreben- 

♦  See  CoL  Roc.,  XIV.,  p.  22. 


^  tbmed  in  ika  Froektmniian/orwheim  rmcmtd^  nmt  pAndT* 
In  tin  eonm  of  eon^wMlion  frankUn  acknMrl^ged  tlwt  lie  htd 
a  stftte  of  fiusts  to  tlM  G-otomaent  of  Oontieotiimt,  tod  thA 
nebaana  Oomy.  and  ezfeoted  rapport  from  th^n. 
Eie  ooorenatton  between  Mr.  Vianlctiii  and  nnyself  M  mstntei 
above  in  the  hand  writing  of  Gcneial  Armstroag  k  ti^  littetally  trw# 
aa  I  oaa  remember. 

Signed,  JOHN  BBEVZ. 


MmsRa.  JoHirsToir  Awn  BAixmnr  to  Bmrnunf  Lvos,  lt84. 

Copy. 

Lackawany,  Oct  SUh,  1784. 
Sir, 

We  nnderstand  ibat  you  are  obstinate  and  treat  the  Yankees  yerj  ill; 
therefore  this  is  to  warn  yon  in  the  name  of  the  Connecticut  Chum* 
anta  to  depart  and  leave  the  house  of  Mr.  Richard  Hollsted,  in  12 
hours  in  peace  or  expect  trouble.  If  we  are  obliged  to  send  a  party 
of  men  to  do  the  bosiness  you  must  abide  the  consequences. 

Signed,  EBENEZEB  JOHNSTON. 

WATS&MAN  BALDWIN. 
Ihreetedf 

Mr.  Ben'j  Luce. 


Lt.  Trakcib  Mubbay  to  Bbioadiib  0£K.  Abhstbong^  17S4. 

Bishop's  TaverU; 

October  10th,  1784.    9  O'Gloek,  P.  H. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  informing 
yon  that  I  have  in'  the  first  instance  failed  in  being  able  to  furnish 
yon  with  men  agreeable  to  my  ardeis  of  tha  1st  instant,  Beoeived 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council.  I  issued  orders  to  Col.  John 
Keller,  Commanding  the  1st  Battalion  of  Bucks  County  Militia,  to 
have  four  Companies  of  his  Battalion  paraded  at  Bishops  TaverUi 
Vis. :  Capt.  Skinners,  Frieces,  Bishops  and  Keohlines,  (they  befaig 
the  companies  of  said  Battalion  nearest  to  said  BisliopK,)  at  ribo 
o'clock  this  morning  with  their  arms  ^cooatremeat  and  ready  to 
maroh  from  said  place  on  a  tour  of  Duty,  intending  when  the  men 
ordered  here,  if  there  was  more  men  than  the  exigency  required  to 
take  as  many  more  out  of  the  classes  that  stood  next  for  duty  as  would 
answer  the  purpose  except  there  appeared  to  be  a  suffioient  number 
willing  to  turn  out  as  volunteers,  which  Latter  I  had  some  expecta- 
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tioQ  of.  B«i  wlieii  die  obapiiuM  ani^,  I  fooad  it  < 
any  ttin  to  say  he  was  wiUieg  to  tarn  out  Etdier  in  his  awu  oonpaa  j 
er  ae  a  y <4antoer9  thai  any  man  Aai  did  80  was  in  danger  of  Iwnag  beat 
by  the  others.  I  then  gSTO  orders  to  the  different  oaptainii  betes 
mentioned,  to  eall  forth  and  parade  as  many  men  as  I  thm  vmmaA 
to  thsm  oat  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  classes  of  their  oompaoies  as 
asMiiBted  to  the  namber  wanted.  The  eaptains  obeyed  the  otdlen 
so  fiir  as  they  were  abloi  called  for  the  persona  byname  bat  was  not 
able  to  parade  one  man. 

Finding.it  was   impossible  to  get  men  to-day  and  numbers  of 
them  oomplaining  that  the  time  was  too  short,  and  having  some  re^ 
sea  to  behave  that  some  of  them  weald  torn  pn^  if  allowed  a  littie 
time  to  prepare,  I  gave  a  farther  order  to  the  captains  aforesaid 
to  have  the  men  that  were  now  called  apon  paraded  on  Thursday  nezt, 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  ready  to  march  on  a  Tour  of  I>utj 
from  the  parade.     I  was  chie^  induced  to  adopt  this  second  order, 
as  I  knew  I  would  not  be  able  out  of  the  number  called  to  get  as 
many  men  at  an  Earlier  period  as  would  be  worth  a  marching,  and 
as  I  found  I  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the  Colonel 
for  a  supply  of  men  from  the  other  four  companies,  any  fiorther 
attempts  to  get  men  out  of  these  four  companies  alreadly  called, 
I  looked  upon  to  be  useless.     I  have  now  issued  orders  to  Colonel 
Bkeller,  directing  him  to  draw  forth  the  sixth  class  out  of  the  re- 
maining Qompanies  of  his  Battalion  and  have  them  paraded  at  die 
same  time  and  place  that  I  have  directed  the  others  before  Ttieatioa- 
ed,  to  parade  ready  to  march  from  said  place  on  a  Tear  of  daty. 
Yon  may  depend,  sir,  I  shall  use  every  exertion  in  my  power  to 
march  the  men  on  Thursday  next;  but  at  the  same  time  I  am  sony 
to  be  under  the  necessity  of  informing  you  from  what  I  have  already 
Experienced,  that  I  have  but  small  expectation  of  effecting  it,  chiefly 
owing  to  wrong  ideas,  that  the  more  leading  part  of  the  people  hate 
formed  of  the  expedition.    For  further  particulars,  I  refer  yon  to 
the  Bearer,  Captain  Friece. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest 

zespeot  and  Esteem  your  . 
obedientt  humble  Servi., 

FRANCIS  MURRAY, 
L.  B.  C. 
Direded, 
Pnblio  Service. 
Brigadeer  Qen.  John  Armstrong. 


PBNNBYinrANLL  ABGHITB8  1T84;  ttl 

'  Memorial  of  John  Fbanklin,  &o.,  to  Assembly  oi  Coh- 
NEoncxjT,  1784. 

To  tlie  Honourable  General  Assembly  now  siting  aiNew  Haven. 

The  Memorial  of  John  Franklin,  Ebeneier  Johnston  and  Phineaa 
Pierce  all  of  Wyoming  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  other  Inhabi- 
tants, Settlers  and  Claimers  of  the  Lands  situate  on  the  Waters  of 
the  Biver  Sosqnehanah  nnder  Confidenee  in  the  Title  of  the  State 
of  Conneotiout, — ^humbly  sheweth 

That  the  Memorialists  before  the  commeneeaent  of  the  late  War 
pnrohased  of  the  aborigines,  Owners  and  Claimers  of  the  aforesaid 
Teritory  of  Country  the  Lands  lying  and  being  in  the  forij  flbrst 
Degree  of  Northern  Latitude^  and  situate  upon  the  Waters  of  the 
■aid  River  Suaquebanah  for  great  and  valuable  considerations  which 
porchaae  has  since  been  duly  confirmed  by  this  Honbl.  Assembly. 

That  by  the  Countenance,  and  approbation  of  this  SUite  youp 
memorialists  (braving  every  danger)  settled  themselves  upon  the 
Lands  aforesaid,  improved  and  cultivated  the  same,  erected  Houses 
Mills,  and  other  necessary  Buildings  for  their  accommodation  and 
Convenience,  and  were  incorporated  as  a  distinct  County  under  this 
State,  which  priviledges,  they  enjoyed  for  several  years,  during 
which  Time  their  numbers  incieased  to  five  Thousand  souls  and  the 
Militia  to  Eleven  Hundred  men  capable  of  bearing  Arms* 

Thftt  in  the  begining  of  the  late  War  the  Memorialists  were  tally 
in  the  Measures  of  this,  and  the  other  States,  and  furnished  nearly 
three  full  Companies  of  Men  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

That  in  the  year  1778  their  Country  was  invaded  bv  the  Savages^ 
aided  by  a  party  of  Tories  in  the  pay,  and  service  or  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  and  in  a  set  Battle  with  them  two  Hundred  and 
three  of  their  best  Warriors  fell  in  the  Field  and  were  sacrifieed  by 
an  exulting  Foe,  their  Country  plundered  their  Houses  burnt  and  the* 
Country  laid  waste,  the  whole  of  the  Inhabitants  then  remaining 
obliged  to  flee  for  safety  to  the  adjoining  settlements. 

That  soon  after  your  Memorialists  at  their  only  Endeavours  and 
ezpenee,  reinstated  themselves  in  the  aforesaid  Country  and  drove 
the  Savages  therefrom. 

That  for  about  the  space  of  four  years  after  your  Memorialists 
were  compelled  to  confine  themselves  within  narrow  Limits,  and 
were  constantly  under  arms  for  Uieir  safety,  and  defence,  during 
which  Time  little  more  could  be  done  in  cultivating  the  Lands  than 
mfficient  to  sustain  themselves. 

That  many  attacks  |were  made  upon  them  by  the  Savages  in 
which  a  large  proportion  of  their  Friends  and  neighbours  were  slain- 
and  captivated.    That  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  male  Inhabitants 
capable  of  bearing  arms  at  the  Commencement  of  the  present  War. 
Iwve  fallen  by  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  whose  Widows  and  Father- . 
leas  Children  were  left  in  the  Country. 


«»        mDnraYLTAJOA  Aaimrvn  itsc 

Tlut  after  the  Deisree  at  Trentown  jour  Memoruliata 
to  believe  that  the  Jtlriadiction  of  their  Country  was  in  the  SUte 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  applied  to  the  Legislature  of  said  Stale  far  IIm 
benefits  of  Civil  Government  under  that  JnrisdietioD^  and  €ar  ike 
obliteration  of  all  former  supposed  offsnces  together  with  a  Confir- 
BHiioa  of  the  Title  to  their  Lands. 

Thai  the  Memorialisls  have  from  Tine  to  Time  beenflaltered  wHfc 
aasanMoes  from  the  Legislalun^  and  Bxeeulive  authority  of  Plnm- 

Slvania,  that  their  Peraona  and  proper^es  should  be  aecnred  to 
em,  yet  officers  Civil  and  military  have  been  sent  among  tfaeam  of 
the  mostdespemte  Chanustetu ;  That  they  have  been  o|ipieiised  irith 
veaadotti  suits  eommenoed  against  them  by  the  opposing  dainen 
and  their  Creatuves,  and  no  legal  Juslioe  ever  has  been,  or  could  he 
ablained  against  any  ef  thdr  oppressors. 

That  an  atmed  Force  has  been  kept  up  in  the  Oottntry,  and 
Qarriaooed  in  the  midsl  of  their  Settlements^  who  have  from  Time 
to  Time  in  the  most  wanton,  and  unjustifiable  manner,  abused,  im- 
prisoned,  beat,  wounded,  and  Insuked  the  memorialists,  at  o«her 
Tiisea  have  robbed  the  Inhabitants  of  their  property,  and  on  the 
I4lh  day  of  May  last  put  one  Alexander  Patterson  a  Josliee  of 
Benee  and  one  Mi^or  Moore  eommanding  the  Troops  stationed  al 
Wyoming  by  order  of  the  Legiskture  of  Pennsylvania,  by  arliBoe 
disanned  the  Inhabitants,  and  then  Collected  them  together,  men, 
Women,  and  Children  without  destinction,  and  drove  them  oat  of 
the  Coflintry  three  days  Journey  into  the  Wilderness,  destitute  of 
Provisions,  having  previously  denied  them  the  ptiviledge  of  eolleeting 
and  eanying  with  them  any  considerable  part  of  their  persooJ 
Moper^.  That  representations  were  immediately  made  to  the 
iixeoutive  authority  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  soon  after  to 
the  LegisUlure  thereof,  and  no  Belief  hath  been  given  to  them. 

That  soon  after  your  memorialistB  having  made  the  bestprovisiott 
in  thoir  power  for  the  support  of  their  FamUies,  returned  to  Wyo* 
ming  with  design  to  secure  their  Grain  then  nearlv  ripened.  That 
the  said  Moore  and  Patterson  gave  orders  to  their  Party  to  Fire 
upon,  kill,  and  destroy  your  memorialists  when  ever  they  could  be 
found,  That  five  of  their  youth  have  been  Cruelly  'slain  by  them, 
others  taken,  and  imprisoned,  loaded  with  Shackels  of  Iron,  ISeven 
of  which  are  still  in  the  Common  Goal  at  Easton  in  the  County  of 
Northampton,  and  are  to  be  tryed  this  Week  for  their  lives,  for 
no  other  Reason  than  defending  themselves  against  the  barbarous 
Oondnot  of  their  avowed  and  implacable  Enemies. 

That  your  memorialists  have  been  seduced,  betrayed  and  ruined 
by  the  spurious  pretences  held  out  to  them  as  from  Oovemment| 
which  they  are  now  fully  ascertained  off. 

That  no  Paithfollness,  Honor,  Justice,  Or  ordinary  Civility  is 
espectable  by  them,  those  that  arodisposed  to  assist  us  being  over* 
awiBd  bjr  the  appairent  Inlhience  of  our  adversaries  with  Oovemmefil 
are  afraid  to  grant  us  any  Reliet 
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fcamUy  oonceiv«;  the  Deofee  at  Trasloii  ww  vwioly  ofctiliMd  b^ 
iMpontioD)  Md  ought  to  be  fOTiei^ed  and  leooiUDderid  hf  th4 
HoiSDnd>lB  Ooiigran  as  trnfcmnded  and  wrong. 

Thai  jour  memerialists  are  ntm  reduced  to  about  2,000  aoub  (uoW 
vithBtandh^tbeunMtl  Increase  expeotaUe  iu  a  new  Counti^)  the  pnff^ 
oipal  part  of  which  are  Women,  and  Children  now  Mattered  in  tiie 
Woods  with  only  Hiitts  of  Bark  and  Thatch  taboTer  then  from 
the  LKltmenoy  of  the  approaching  Winter^  and  Iheir  Snetnye  id 
lull  pOBseBBJon  of  their  Houaes,  FaruMy  Crope  and  other  proper^  and 
they  atarrtng  with  Hunger  and  Oohi  and  wre  n6  wheiele  hxk  iof 
proteotian  [hut]  to  thdr  parent  State^  and  may  they  not  be  penattteA 
to  say  the  State  of  Gonneefeieiit  have  been  deprtTed  of  the  Jurisi 
Motion  of  Uie  aforeaud  Country  in  io  in|urioa8  a  numner  and  your 
nenoriaUata  bo  maltreated,  that  their  Honor,  Interoat,  and  fntun^ 
reapeetability  as  a  Borereign  State,  ia  highly  ceneerned,  and  demands 
apeedy  and  ample  aatia&otiqn. 

Wherefore,  we  humbly  pray  yourHonore  to  take  our  dietreMed" 
Case  into  your  wise,  and  benign  Consideration  and  extend  to  us  youi< 
aid,  Countenanoe,  and  patronage  in  seeking  restitntiott  and  estab^ 
Ushment  of  our  Just  Bights  awi  pn^rties  against  our  ad^matfesi 
who  have  exerdsed  towuds  us  every  species  of  Fhiud,  Seduotien 
and  Cruelty,  and  the  memerialiats  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray/ 

JOHN  FRANKLIN, 
EBENEZER  JOHNSON, 
PHINEAS  PIERCE.  ' 

A  true  Copy  as  on  ffile, 
Examind.  By  Qeorge  Wyllys  Seot'y«    i 
New  Haven,  October  20th,  1784. 


RxSOtlTTION  or  AdSEMBLT  OF  GotmOTL    ON    FonSQOINO  M£MO- 

ElAL,  1T84. 

At  A  Generally  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connectiont  in  Ameriea- 
holden  at  New  Haven  in  said  State  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
October  Anno  I>Dm,  1784 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  John  Eranklin,  Ebenezcr  Johnson  and* 
Phbeas  Pleree  all  of  Wyoming  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others: 
Inhabitants,  Settlers  and  Glaimen  of  a  large  traet  of  Country 
situate  upon  the  Waters  of  the  Biver  Busquehannah  within  ^e 
Charter  Limits  of  this  State.  ^ 

Shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  by  the  Countenance  and  appvo^ 
bation  of  the  late  Colony  now  State  of  Connecticut  they  hiMring  the* 
strongest  Reason  to  believe  the  Territory  aforesaid  was  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of.  said  State,  purchased  the  same  of  the  aboriffines; 
native  Proprietors  of  the  Country  aforesaid  for  a  great  and  valuable 
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QOBflidBrttion,  and  obtained  finom  iliem  a  Dead  of  baigaiii,  and  Sale, 
execnled,  and  compleated  aooordhig  to  the  uaial  and  cetahliafcrd 
OimtmBB  gI  OouTejanoe  need  by  aaid  Nativea  of  all  the  Laadi 
ritnate  within  the  fortj  seoond  degree  of  Northern  Latitade,  tea 
Ten  milea  Bast,  of  the  Easterly  braaoh  of  saod  BiTer  Suajmekammah 
Weak  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles,  and  thereby  aoqniml  «  j«Bt| 
and  equitable  l^tle  to  said  Landsi  and  for  many  yews  hxwe  beca 
inooriHMrated,  andoin  the  fall  exercise  of  Government  under  tha 
Laws  of  the  said 'State  of  Oonnectiout  ontill  the  pnbltoatum   of  tfae 
Peeree  of  Aa  Court  of  Gomiaiarioners  held  at  Trenteain  the  M oetk 
of  JNfoTembeor  1782  when  the  State  of  Oonneetiont  was  nnezpeeledlj 
depri¥ed  of  .their  Jttrisdiotion  over  the  Territory  aforesaid.     Tlia* 
thereupon  the  memorialists  by  their  hnmble  petition  made  a]ipii- 
eation  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  owned,  and  acknowledged 
aa  Oitizens  of  that  State  U>  have  the  Title  to  their  Hooaea,  Ln^ 
Ao.i  oonfirmed  to  them  and  to  enjoy  the  Pioteotion  of  the  Laws  and 
Government  of  said  State ;  That  they  were  repeatedly  flatletcd  with 
^zpeotationa  favourable  and  benign  but  are  at  last  totaly  diaap- 
pointed  in  their  just  Expectation  and  ace  now  fnlly  oonviBeed  the 
apparent  &voarable  disposition  of  Government  towards  theoa  baa 
been  improved  by  their  opponanta  to  the  contrary  Purpooar,  and 
tamed   wholly  to  their  idisadvantage  whereby  Uiey   have    been 
deprived  of  fiieir  Houses,  Lands  and  other  ptapertjr  evoi  tiieir 
necessary  Food|  that  they  have  been  twice  disarmedi  and  are   now 
driven  with  their  helpless  Fan^lies  into  the  Wilderness  in  this  In- 
clement season,  without  Cover,  Cloathing  or  Sustenance,  and  now 
address  themselves  to  the  Justice  and  humanity  of  this  State  im- 
ploring for  Heavens  sake  Their  Protection,  assistance  and  aid  as 
pr  memorial  on  ffle. 

Besol ved,  by  this  assembly  that  it  is  expedient  for  the  memorialistB 
to  persne  their  application  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  for  a 
tryal  of  their  Right  of  soil  and  Possession  agreeable  to  the  9th  of 
the  articles  of  Confederation  and  that  this  Sute  will  Conntenanee 
and  patronize  them  in  such  application,  and  tryal  in  order  to  obtain 
for  them  that  Justi(se  this  State  apprehends  the  memorialists  an 
intitled  to,  and  the  Delegates  fnmi  this  State  in  Coneress  ars  di- 
rected to  give  them  all  necessary  assistance  in  the  premises  and  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  is  requested  to  adress  the  Congroas  of  the 
United  State!  on  the  subject  of  their  situation  and  siSiBringB  and 
also  address  a  full  state  of  their  Claims  Ac.,  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania remonstrating  a^nst  the  Barbarities  and  Orueltiea  exer- 
cised towards  the  memonalists  and  requesting  a  Bedress  of  their 
Grievances,  and  a  Restoration  of  their  Rights,  Properties  andposes- 
aions  under  the  protection  of  the  Laws  and  Government  of  said 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  true  Copy  of  Beoordy 
Bxarad.  By  G^eorge  Wyllys,  Secy. 


nasssufABOA  AMjaxnaamUi        M8 

BBioAmia.  G'ur.  AAMsssosra  to  JMBABOAsm  w  Wtoiono, 

1784. 

.  Wliereaa  the  8.  Exeentive  Coanoil  of  thb  Commonwealth  have 
by  their  resolution  of  the  1st  day  of  October  lost,  directed  that  a 
body  of  Militia  be  immediately  called  into  service  and  moyed  with 
the  utmost  expedition  to  the  townships  of  Shawana  and  Stoke,  in 
the  Coonty  of  Northumberland;  for  the  purpose  of  "  protecting  the 
*'  more  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  said  townships,  against  the 
''  violence  of  the  Banditti  now  infesting  those  settlements,  and  for 
f«  the  better  support  of  the  civil  authority  there  :"  and  whereas,  bj 
the  resolution  of  the  same  date,  the  direction  of  these  troops  ig 
committed  to  me ;-  this  is  therefore  to  require  ihat  all  the  inhabit- 
&ats  of  the  aforesaid  districts  well  affected  to  the  Government  of 
this  Commonwealth,  do  immediately  repair  to  this  place  &  by  bq 
doing  give  evidence  of  their  allegeance  and  submission  to  the  lawsj 
ihat  they  also  renotmoe  all  connection  with  the  Culprits,  whose 
names  are  mentioned  in  the  Proclamation  annexed,  and  that  the; 
not  only  deny  them  ail  comfort  and  protection,  but  that  they  exert 
themselves  in  apprehending  and  bringing  to  justice  all  and  every 
of  the  above  mentioned  Culprits,  their  associates  and  abettors ;  and 
whereas,  it  is  '^  and  ever  has  been  the  object  of  government  to  extend 
mercy  as  well  as  to  render  justice  to  all  its  subjects;  this  is  also  tp 
assure  such  as  may  have  been  deluded  into  a  hasty  and  mistaken 
opposition  to  its  laws,  and  who  under  the  influence  of  this  delnsionj 
have  left  their  places  of  usual  abode,  and  assembled  themselves  in 
arms  for  the  very  unlawful  purpose  of  defending  a  description  of 
men,  who  have  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  severest 
punishment ;  that  if  they  will  immediately  return  to  their  allegi* 
ance  and  their  industry,  Every  possible  representation  in  their 
&vor  shall  be  made  to  government,  and  that  no  effort  in  my  powe^ 
shall  be  wanting  to  procure  forgiveness.  Such  however,  as,  los^ 
to  their  own  interest,  shall,  in  neglect  of  this  warning  continue  to 
give  their  support  to  the  insereeants  and  oppose  in  arms  the  pro* 
gr^ss  of  the  Laws,  and  those  woo  are  sent  hither  to  establish  &  pre- 
senFC  them,  must  look  for  that  punishment  only  which  it  is  ever  ii^ 
the  power  of  the  State  to  inflict,  should  it  become  either  her  duty  or 
inclination. 

Signed,  J.  ABMSTRONO,  jr., 

Brig.  Gen.*    • 

Indorsed,— nS4,  October  20th.     Paper  si^ed  by  Gep^ni 
Annstron^^  assembling  the  inhabitants  at  or  near  Wioming^ 

^  *  He  succeeded  Qen*l  Wilklxison  as  atiUutant  Gen'I  of  tbe  Militia  with  tbf 
rank  of  Brig.  Gen*L    See  Col.  Kec.  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  217, 219,  k  220. 


aw        mmxahraoA  msnss  hm 

BuQL  Osn'ii  Isaomolra  to  Bum.  DnftKnrMir,.17Mb 

Wjominff,  25th  October,  1784. 
Sir, 

'  The  eBcloBed  Letter  from  TjCoI,  Murray^  will  infonn  your  Exed> 
taki  Coonoil  of  the  very  shamefol  delinquency  of  the  Backs  Cooiitj 
Militia.  Those  of  Berks,  tho^  more  obedient,  were  late  in  eomme, 
knd  brought  it  down  to  the  14th  Inst.,  before  I  could  take  a  sin^ 
ktep  from  the  place  of  rendezrous.  I  then  found  my^If  at  the  head 
only  of  forty  men ;  with  these  however^  I  got  into  march,  aad 
arrired  at  this  place  on  Sunday  following,  without  any  other  injiiry 
or  interruption  than  such  as  arose  from  the  difficulty  of  die  roate 
by  which  we  mov'd. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  state  some  of  the  circumstances  whick 
followed  the  assault  of  the  28th  of  September, — the  ntuadoit  is 
Which  I  found  the  country ;  and  the  more  important  fieicts  wh^ 
have  since  happened. 

The  first  event  *was  immediately  succeeded  by  the  expolsicm  of 
such  of  the  Fa.  Claimants  as  were  settled  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river ;  some  of  whom  (quitting  the  country  entirely  fell  down  the 
river  as  low  as  Checkshm^,  whither  they  have  been  since  punmed 
find  stript  of  the  little  which  in  the  first  instance  they  were  per- 
mitted to  carry  with  them.  The  others  found  a  more  secure  renigs 
In  the  remains  of  what  was  the  Fort  No.  2  is  a  oopj  of  a  ciicoiir 
letter  with  which  the  F&.  Claimants  were  respectively  served  about 
this  time. 

During  these  transactions  the  Maffistrates,  (Messrs.'  Seelj^,  Mead, 
and  Shoemaker)  were  not  idle  and  md  every  pthing]  in  their  power 
to  call  forth  a  spirit  of  exertion  among  the  neighbouring  people,  bol 
such  was  their  distrust  of  themselves  and  each  other,  that  few  if 
any  could  be  assembled, — they  wrote  also  to  the  Lieut,  of  the  countyi 
entreating  the  immediate  interposition  of  such  armed  foroe^  as  oe 
could  afford  them ;  but  Volunteers  could  not  be  found,  and  in  die 
t)re8ent  unorganised  state  of  the  BfiHtia^  no  order  of  his  coiUdread 
Ihem. 

'  Witnesses  of  this  immediate  inefficiency  of  Ckvemment,  and  b^ 
doming  stronger  in  the  assurance  of  a  growing  superiority ;  The 
nisnrgeants  began  now  to  extend  their  outrages  to  this  side 
of  the  river,  and  obliged  the  greater  part  of  its  inhabitants  to  sudi 
a  division  of  the  grain  as  gvatified  at  once  thete  licentiousness  and 
their  wants ;  what  the  latter  spared  the  former  in  many  instances 
destroyed  and  nothing  was  to  be  seen  upon  my  arrival  but,  insolence 
itud  rapacity  :  wretchedness  and  submission. 

Small  as  my  party  was,  It  produced  a  tediporaiy  ch«nge  is  the 
conduct  of  both.  The  insurgeants  were  obliged  to  cironm'scrihe 
their  limits  and  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  enabled  to  gather  ia 

*  See  page  679. 


memnnnuBA  aibhitib  itm        m 

Ijiai  ita  ii^uevwe  upon  boUi  hia  bten  laai  penmieiit  Ihui  I  <mM 
uriflk,  for  the  mooMnt  that  mj  fbrca  was  fMiid  to  1m  waoffOMl  to 
ofhmv^  opentioDBi  that  vom^t  I  waa  attacked  by  the  ana,  and  im 
fi  gieat  degree  deaerted  by  the  other.  In  a  little  leiMMMmter  whieb 
jUm  place  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  whiok  waa  brought  on  by  ia 
l^ttempt  to  oover  the  Ubors  of  some  poor  people,  who  had  been  mnnh 
and  early  diatreeaed  in  thia  late  diaturbnnoa^  The  maargeanta  EWh 
tained  aome  looe,  and  were  driyen  into  a  cluater  of  L^  Honaeai 
'Whioh  my  leading  platoon,  QniaUddng  their  orders,)  attempted  toi 
9tonn,  bat  with  out  effect,  in  this  a&ir  I  had  two  men  riightly 
wounded.  I  need  searoely  obserre  to  yonr  Bzoelleney,  that  foot 
logg  ho9sciB|  ao  oonstmcted  as  to  flank  each  other  beooaoie  a  Terf 
formidable  post,  and  set  all  attempts  of  near  ninsqnetry  at  defiance. 
I  had  no  oannoa,  and  the  only  alltematiye  left  me  a  close  invest- 
ment, became  impracticable  from  a  want'of  numbers.  I  was  obligjed 
therefore  to  relinquish  the  possition  I  had  taken,  and  with  it,  tne 
happy  prospeet  of  exterminating  this  Banditti  at  once.  Their 
whole  force  was  stated  at  this  point  of  time  at  70  men.  Among  my 
informers  on  this  subject  is  Matfaew  Terrel,  whose  deposition  (No. 
8)  is  enclos'd)4  who  with  some  others  of  a  more  timia  or  peaeeable 
disposition  have  come  and  thrown  themselves  upon  me  for  pro^ 
tection.  This  I  have  extended  to  all  such  without  exception, 
KBd  haire  only  to  regret  that  thei^  are  so  few  of  them.  This  howr 
ever  oannot  be  either  new  or  surprising  to  Your  Excellency,  aftec 
tiie  frecpent  evidence  which  the  peop&  called  Connecticut  Claim- 
ants have  given  of  intended  violenoe,  ft  can  only  beget  a  farthei^ 
issaranoe  in  government,  that  they  have  long  since,  ceased  to 
deserve  any  thing  of  it,  bat  its  resentment.  Whatever  reluctani^ 
i  may  feel  in  beM>minff  iJie  minister  of  these,  I  cannot  but  offer  it 
as  my  most  serieos  opinion  that  they  should  be  soon  ft  vigorously 
exerted.  The  detachment  now  here,  eompleated  to  its  original 
number  with  100  additional  troops  wcmld  be  very  sufficient  for  this 
purpose ;  a  less  number  would  be  much  exposed  to  disaster  if  not 
to  defeat. 

I  am  with  the  highest 

respect,  your  Exoellenov's 

and  Gonncirs  most 
obdt  Hble.  Servt., 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jun'r. 
Directed,    . 
His  Exo'y,  President  Dickinson. 


IhsposmoN. 

Before  me  John  Seely,.Bsq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace,  ilk 
'and  Ibr  the  county  of  Nofthomberland,  4»nie  JtfyAmo  nfrreU^  who 
^lang  dnly  ataip,  doth  flq^oae  and  aayihat  in  ths  aftemooft  «f 


m        nnmEununA  Aaanfmnmi, 


Emii$ff  4i0 16<ih  iaflten^  beioe  at  tbe  hovm  of  the  Wtdair  Httrii,  m 
fOmiMjr  vilh  Bliika  IMce  a&d  John  K«Mdj,  tfnM  oMiie  up  PliiiKM 
8(eT«iui  tad  Qid0on  Chnroh,  wbo  enquired  wbetlier  be  tke  deponenl 
«Ad  likcm  wiUi  him  Iwd  heudof  the  Arrival  of  the  Blilitia;  addnc 
akoi  whether  thej  intended  to  join  then,  ft  swearing  Chat  all  aaeh 
ladid  not^ahonld  \)e  butnt  out;  and  that  thejwonld  hold  the 
fpnntry  or  loose  their  liyee;  that  nnder  these  threatningB,  the 
deponent  joined  them  on  the  morning  following,  where  he  foond 
them  eoUeated  at  one  Brookaways  to  the  number  of  ibrty.  At 
one  Oalovs  the  deponent  understood  that  there  was  another  imrty  of 
them,  ft  tiuLt  the  ahote  seemed  to  be  their  general  kngaage  ft  tefnper. 
Be  farther  sajs,  that  he  remained  with  them  till  Tne8£7  momiii^ 
vhen  feigning,  sickness,  he  left  them.  Their  leaders  were  John 
Franklin,  Elisha  Satterlee  and  Pfaen*  Ste? ens. 

MATHEW  TERREL. 

Sworn  and^snbscribcd  before  me  this  28th  October,  1784. 

JOHN  SEELY. 

Oct.  25, 1784. 

Buo.  0«N.  JoHW  Abmbtroivo  to  Pbxs.  Diokhibon,  1784. 

Sir, 

I  must  beg  leaye  to  refer  your  Exoellency  to  Capt  Aimatro^ 
for  a  relation  of  some  facts  which  have  taken  place  heiia  to-day. 
7hey  seem  to  be  a  consequence  of  a  reinforcement  brought  dowB  the 
liver  by  Swift.  The  treatment  of  the  Lackawany  people  has  been 
excessively  cruel.  Since  my  paidcet  of  yesterday  was.  made  wp»  I 
have  heard  that  there  are  a  few  men  upon  their  march  from  Bucks, 
Should  they  join  me  my  whole  Number  will  not  exceed  50 ;  ft  te 
suppose  that  half  of  these  are  to  be  depended  upon  in  a  mcpieat  of 
triiu^  would  be  a  giseaft  stretch  of  Credulity. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

Most  obed't  serv't, 

J.  ABMSTEONa. 

Wyoming,  26  Octb.,  1784. 
Direcledy 

His  Excellency  Presid't  Dickinson. 


Deposition  or  Abigail  Jamibow,  1784. 

Pennsylvania,  as. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  October,  anno  domini  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  ft  eighty-four,  before  me,  Oeorge  Bryan,  one  of  tbe 
Jtistices.'of  the  Soprame  Court  at  Ea^ton,  in  the  Oonntf  of  North- 
Hampton,. personaliy  came  AbigaU  Jamamm^,  of  the  Tefwnahip  of 
fl^ho^in  the  Ckmntyiofl*i{oKlmd>edapd|  WidoiTi  i*o  ^g  doif 


t^mn  41ki  kelj  0e4»d% d«pos^  &«dA,  tlitt  on  ibe  thnUeMiir 
day  of  May  last  past,  this  depooent  was  turned  out  of  ber  liottat  iflu 
Sio)ui-.alSor«Miac^  4^  drxv^n  thence  to  New  Jersey  by  divers  persons 
armed  with  Gnns  k  other  Weapons ;  that  in-  the  month  of  June  kst 
this  deponent  retomed  again  to  her  dweUing  honse  in  Stoke  aforesaid, 
ft  there  foand  Agnes  Jamaison,  mother-in-law  of  this  deponent,  inhitb* 
iting  the  said  house;  that  this  deponent  oontintied  at  Stoke  afore- 
Biid,  ft  togbtbeii  with  ssid  Agnes  lifed  ft  dwelt  in  said  honse;  that 
in  the  month  of  Angost  last  this  deponent  went  to  New  Jersey,  ft 
after  some  stay  there  wi^  her  xAildren,  returned  towards  Stoke 
aforesaid,  last  Sunday  week,  having  with  her    this  deponent's 
daughter  Hannah,  of  the  ase  of  two  years  or  thereabouts,  ft  passing 
by  Bear  Creek,  twenty  mile^  on  this  side  of  Stoke  afotesaid,  this 
deponent  was  stopped  by  Henry  Shoemaker,  Efsquire,  who  said  that 
this  deponent  could  not  get  through,  and  that  tfaeob  Cline  led  this 
deponent  two  miles  back  towards  Colonel  Stroud's ;  that  after  nightj^ 
this  deponent  being  left  alone,  proceeded  again  towards  her  house 
afotesaid  it  Stoke,  ft  arrived  there  safely;  that  this  deponent  upon 
ntoming  to  her  habitaition  at  Stoke  as  aforesaid,  found  her  Mother- 
in-law  possessed,  of  her  house  there,  ft  that  this  deponent  took  pos- 
iostioD  of  said  house  ft  dwelled  there  in  peace,  untill  Wednesday  the 
iweAtieth  day  of  this  preeent  month  of  October,  when  going  towards 
the  fort  to  oarry  food  for  Robert  Jamaison,  then  prisoner  there,  thitf 
diepodent  was  stonped  by  Alexander  Patterson,  Esquire,  ft  taken 
baok  to  her  own  house,  Wng  five  miles  distant;  that  on  the  way 
the  said  Patterson  ft  his  men  stopped  at  the  Widdow  Abigail  Holh- 
wood's  ft  turned  her  ont  of  possession  of  her  dwelling,     ^at  about 
an  hour  after,  the  said  Alexander  Patterson  ft  bid  party,  about  ten  in 
all,  cane  near  to  this  deponent's  dwelling,  Patterson  stopping  at  about 
twenty  rods  therefrom ;  that  about  ten  men  came  up  to  this  deponent's 
honse  ft  forcibly  turned  this  deponent,  the  said  Agnes  JamaisoUi 
Boaanna  Jamaison,  ft  the  said  Hannah  Jamaison  out  of  tiie  same,  ft 
threw  out  at  the  same  time  this  deponent's  household  ft  other  ffooas ; 
that  one  of  the  men  who  thus  ousted  this  deponent  as  aforesaid,  shut 
the  doors  ft  nailed  them  up ;  that  the  said  Alexander  Patterson, 
who  aoted  as  the  direetor  of  the  said  party  of  men  coming  to  the 
said  House,  threatened  this  deponent  that  her  said  house  would  be 
demolished  over  her  head  in  case  she  went  into  it  ft  lived  there 
agfun,  ft  ordered  this  doponent  to  look  for  other  quarters ;  that  the 
.  and  Agnes  Jamaison  was  at  the  time,  when  the  said  forcible  dis^ 
possession  was  made,  very  siek  ft  a-bed,  ft  by  the  terror  of  tho 
aiotons  prooeediaga  aforesaid,  was  driven  into  an  hysteric  fit,  &  that 
the  aaid  Agnes,  in  this  distressed  condition,  was  carried  out  of  the 
ssid  faoaae,  ft  placed  in  the  dwelling  house  of  John  Cressy,  wbo8€| 
abode  was  near  to  this  deponent's ;  that  this  deponent  the  next  day 
after  the  depoaittoq  sfoliesaid,  complained  tiiereof '  to  Oeneral  Arm- 
strong, who  denied  that  the  same  had  been  done  hj  hU  cinders^  ;or 


mts       rmssn^Miuciausaivm  itw. 


ilM  hfeiiea  bai  dobe  ft,  but  Od  Mfe  i«taftre  of  do  i 
oriieft  tkit  depoiMML 

ABIGAIL  JAMSSOir. 
XiIbni  A  •««!!  befoie 

OfiOnOE  BRYAN. 
Abi^  Jameflon  bound  ia  JC50  to  give  Evid'oe. 
Alez'r  Pftttenoo,  in    .    .    £260)     Tnl,  (7]  tliai  A.  P.  ke«p 
Wnu  Smiih,  Jm.f  Ssqr.,       126  V  thet>eM9e  &  bekam  Ip  i 
Janifls  Mgof6;  Eaqr.f  •    •       125)]i«ii07«r,fte. 


Petuion  Of  FaisoNxaa  at  SabioH)  1784. 

The  fiononble  the  Supreme  Ezecntiye  Gboncil  of  ihe  Commas 
monweallii  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlyania. 

Gentlemeii : 

Suffer  xiBf  your  humble  Petitioner^  to  Uf  before  joor  HcmanUe 
Body  enr  distreflsM  Situation ;  on  the  ncooniil  of  onr  OinifiHiMMinlj 
in  thii  sultry  Season  of  the  Year^  about  thirty  of  ns,  eoniii'd  in  Pm 
small  Booms,  in  Irons,  and  nothing  to  li^e  upon  but  oan  po«nd  ef 
Bread  a  Day,  which  has  impav'd  our  health  to  that  degroe,  that  w 
are  able  just  to  walk  onr  Boom  at  present,  but  one  we^  noon  smh 
cruel  Treatment  will  most  certainly  reduce  us  to  the  shaden  of  Death 
.  and  land  us  in  the  world  of  Spirits :  This,  Gentlenaen,  is  no  Cfaimsn 
Imt  Crod's  Truth;  for  onr  animal  Spirits,  together  with  onr  ifesh, 
are  iJmost  exhausted  by  the  Seyerities  whicm  we  nndei^  in  e« 
Imprisonment,  and  no  one  to  administer  any  Consolation  to  ns.  If 
we  have  done  any  thing  worthy  of  Bonds,  Imprisonment  or  Death, 
we  refuse  neither ;  but  to  be  confined  here  in  this  dismal  plaee  and  nst 
suffered  to  haye  the  fresh  air,  which  God  has  made  free  for  all  his  Ona- 
tion ;  and  not  only  depriyed  of  this  great  and  ineonoeiyabla  hUnBag, 
but  denied  the  necessaries  of  life,  aa  tho'  it  waa  the  deCermiiiKtra 
of  those  who  put  us  here,  to  destroy  us  by  a  lingering  Death,  mi 
make  that  as  gashly  and  formidable  aspossiUe;  we  taannot  posahly 
think  but  that  we  haye  stood  up  for  the  Honor,  and  Dignity  of  this 
State  in  what  we  haye  done,  and  that  the  AUgation  laid  to  ev 
Charge  originated  in  malice  and  reyenge;  and  we  are  not  akne  in 
our  Judgment ;  therefore  we,  your  homUe  and  injured  Petitiensn^ 
wonld  most  humbly  prajr  tW  Tomr  honorable  Bedywonhl  eiert  . 
yourselyes  to  do  us  Justieey  and  censeqnently  enumeipato  na  from 
this  intolerable  and^  as  we  thinks  ni^ust  Ccnineuent,  or  we  nraH 
soon  be  beyond  your  help  or  any  finite  Beings ;  and  it  your  Hon- 
orable Body  can  see  fit  in  ]^o«r  iriadom  and  SoodBeas  to 
humble  prayer,  we  will,  aa  in  Duty  bound,  4yer  pray,  Ae. 
William  Sleoam^  Natk^l  Cook, 

Joseph  Cor^)  Benjamin  Jenkin, 

Gideon  Church,  Williaam  JenkinS| 


Alnr»liaiiiPy]E%  *  Walter  «p«iAii| 

Lord  Butler,  John  Oore, 

John  Hnrlbat^  *  -  Jonaihan  Biurw41» 

Daniel  SulUvan,  Jeremiah  Whitey 

William  Jackson,  Prince  Allen, 

Richard  Hallsted,  Thomas  Stoddard^ 

Edward  Inman,  Elis.  Gaharda, 

Thomas  Heath.  Justis  Oajlord, 

NaAa^iel  Wali:er|  John  Platner, 

Thomas  Read,  Abram  Neabitt 
Elisha  Haiding, 


Deposition, — Jobbph  Kino,  1784.  ^ 

Before  me  John  Seely,  Bacp.,  one  of  the  Jnsiioes  of  the  peaee  ia^ 
attd  for  tfce  County,  of  Northnmberland  oame  Joiwh  Kimgf  &  b^ir 
Duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say,  that  «n  Weanesday  the  third 
Instant,  being  at  his  Laboor  in  Shawina  Township  with  fonr  others 
Thrashing  Buckwheat,  they  were  surrounded  by  a  Number  of 
Armed  men  and  mads  prisonets,  nSanJafnin  Badlook  A  Slisha  Sat- 
terly  oommaoded  the  party  of  Roobers,)  they  marched  the  said  de- 
ponent with  the  others  up  to  their  place  of  Rendeyous  ft  on  the  roid! 
Mn^ad  the  said  deponent  yerfy  ffiaeh  by  jahbing  their  guns  in  hiii 
sides,  when  they  arriyed  near  their  quarters,  they  tied  a  Bopa^ 
Sound  the  Deponents)  neok  and  beat  ft  abused  the  said  Deponenta 
ifithput  Meroy»  John  FiankliB  commander  of  s'd  Body  (^  Robbersyr 
ipade  the  D^nent  mromlse  to  Quit  the  ooantry  and  neyer  lift 
arms  again,  wnich  if  ne  did  and  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  hini| 
they  wonld  take  his  life,  and  upon  those  promises  they  let  him  gOir 
the  Deponent  says  that  he  is  not  yet  able  to  lift  a  pail  of  Water  oa. 
Aooount  of  the  Bruises  he  reeeiyed  of  the  said  Robbers^  iarther  the 
deponaat  sayeth  noli. 

his 
JOSEPH  X  E2NG. 
mark 

Sworn  ft  subscribed  before  me,  ^ 
Koyember  6th  1784. 

Jn*  S££LT. 


me,| 


ftuES.  DicioNSoir  TO  Sfbakjer  or  AjamtBitT. 

I  am'  desired  by  CouncJil,  to  send  the  inolosed  Dieipaiclies  to  jtm, 
roqnesUng  that  they  may  be  commnnioated  to  the  General  Afisea- 
bly. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  esteem 

Sir^  your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  Serrant, 

JOHN  DICKINSOir. 
Nov'r  8th  1784. 

Directed^ 

To  the  Honorable  The  speaker. 
Indor9edf 

Letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President,  inclosing  dirers  papen 
Ai.y  i«lating  to  Ibe  disturbanoes  al  Wyoming 
^  Bead  1  time  NoVr  8,  1784|  k  on  motion  fto.,  road  2  toDo  Jkie* 
feired  to  Mr*  Moor,  Mr.  Kuhl  &  Harris. 


JoHH  SnLT  M  Qtm'h  AaMononOf  1784. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  I  had  a  conference  with  the  three  persons  mentiooad  ta 
you,  this  day  at  II  o'clock  I  rec'd  their  ansV  they  have  agreed  that 
upon  sufficient  assurances  from  under  your  hand  &  seal  thai  all 
processes  for  their  former  transactions  being  stopt,  and  that  tk^ 
may  have  free  Liberty  of  passing  through  the  country  unmolested 
tfiey  will  lay  down  their  arras  and  never  take  them  up  again  in  op- 
nodtion  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  they  Likewise  say  they  nmst 
have  one  hundred  Guineas  to  purchase  themselves  deaths,  Ac 

Your  Proposition  of  an  act  of  Government  to  stop  all  aaita  ag^t 
them,  I  have  promised  should  be  done.  The  Guineas  I  have  not  yet 
engaged  them,  but  think  it  will  save  great  Expence  to  the  state  to 
let  them  have  them. 

Also  agreed  that  all  Hostilities  shall  cease  &  no  more  DistresMS 
made  on  the  Inhabitants  untill  they  have  a  meeting  with  you^  which 
they  request  may  be  as  soon  as  po&sible,  and  desire  the  same  may  he 
kept  a  profound  secret  from  both  parties,  which  if  known  may  occa- 
sion them  to  take  up  arms  again,  I  mean  untill  the  matter  is  pro-  * 
perly  settled  between  you  &  them,  they  also  say  they  will  oocatioa 
the  whole  party  to  Disperse. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Most  OVt 

Humble  Serv't, 

JNO.  SEELY. 

Wyoming,  Monday  Nov.  8th,  1784. 


isnnstlvania:  abghivis  1784;         6»a 

Deposition,-— Nathaw  Cart,  1784. 

Norib'd) 

Co.,  86.    j 

Pensonallj  appeared  before  me  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peao^ 
for  the  s'd  Co.;  Naihcun  Gary,  who  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose 
4^  sa^  that  about  the  20th  Oot'r  last,  he  this  Deport  was  in  the  housQ 
pf  Christopher  Holebat  when  he  was  taken  prisoner  hy  Jacob  Woodf- 
oock  k  Cornelius  Bishop,  and  was  taken  down  to  Mr.  Jemison's 
where  Alex^r  Patterson  was,  who  told  this  Depo't  to  go  home  & 
mako  ready  to  h^ye  his  House  next  day,  &  to  take  his  Family  wit^ 
him  :  the  next  day  an  armed  party  came  down,  to  the  Hopse  of  this 
Dep  t  &  threw  the  chief  of  his  goods  out  of  Doona,  in  presents  of  hi^ 
wife  &  rob'd  him,  this  Dep't  of  about  20  Dol's  worth  of  property^ 


this  BepH  eamc  near  the  house  on  which  the  party  went  o£f  Henrt 
Shoemaker,  Sila?!  Taylor,  Philip  Taylor,  Ebenezer  Taylor,  Jun'r  4 
Joiioph  Salmon  being  in  the  party  k  all  armed,  s'd  Shoemaker  asked 
this  Dep't  why  he  was  not  gone,  &  added  if  he  was  not  gone  the 
next  Day  it  would  noi  be  geod  for  him,  k  further  saith  not, 

Sworn  k  subsoribed  the  9th  )  NATHAN  CARY. 

Noy'r,  1784,  before  me  V 

Rob't  Martin.    )  » 

Justice  of  Pennsylvania,  / 


Deposition, — ^Dobcas  Stkwart. 

Northum'd  County  Ss. 

l^orsoually  appeared  before  me,  Robert  Martin,  one  of  the  Justice^ 
of  the  peac4}  for  b*  Co.  Dotcua  Slewart^  who  being  aworn  on  the 
'Holy  EvaBgcliBt  of  Almighty  God,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  about 
the  20tb  of  October  last,  a  party  of  armed  men  came  to  the  Hou^e 
of  this  Dep. — -To  wit,  Henry  Shoemaker,  Joseph  SalmoUj  Benjamin 
lyiundy,  Philip  Taylor,  Ebenezar  Taylor,  Peter  Taylor,  Benjamin 
'Taylor^  Silas  Taylor,  WlUiam  Tyler  &  John  JenniDgs,  who  entered 
the  House  of  this  Dept,  with  a  number  of  other  persons  unknown 
&  ordered  thiB  J^ept  &  all  that  belonged  to  the  House  to  be  gone 
immediately,  on  which  Shoemakefj  Monday  &  others,  began  to 
throw  the  Goods  of  this  Dept  out  of  Doors  when  Shoemaker  was 
asked  by  whose  orders  they  acted,  he  answered  it  was  by  the  General 
Orders  &  continued  to  throw  all  this  Dcpt,  goods  out  of  the  House 
k  robed  her  of  property  to  the  amt,  of  XI E),  &  knoeked  the  Loga 
out  of  the  House  till  the  loft  Fell  Down  k  further  saith  not, 

DOllCAS  STEWART. 

Sworn  k  subscribed  the 
10th  November,  1784,  before  me  | 
RoBT.  Martin. 
Vol.  X.— 30 


•1 


«9t  PEmrSTLVANI^  ABCHIVSS  178tf. 

DCPOSltlON'^— HiNNAH  HlUMAN,  1784. 

Before  me,  John  Seely,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Jastaoes  of  the  peace 
in  &  for  the  Coonty  qf  Northumberland,  appeared  Hannah  HtOmoM, 
Bpintter,  of  the  said  Ccmnty^  ft  being  auly  sworn  doth  depose  4 
say,  tftat  on  Thntsday  the  Instant,  being  at  the  honae  of  Cer- 
nelitis  Van  Horn  in  the  Township  of  Shawana — she  there  saw  Joha 
IVanklin  ft  a  nnmber  of  dCher  armed  men,  ^e  snpposea  abooi  forty, 
Who  approaching  the  house  on  Afferent  sides,  suiroonded  it;  «i^ 
all  intention  (as  they  «iid,)  pf  (mttinff  ofF  a  party  cf  tiie  niifilii 
which  had  been  stationed  there  ft  which  had  been  lliat  momng 
withdrawn  to  ihe  Port^ — that  FrankQn  swearing  in  a  most  nrofime 
manner  declared  that  he  wottld  be  reyenged  m  some  of  them  ft 
pardcnlarly  of  Wm.  Simms  who  was  with  the  sud  paty,  addii^ 
that  within  a  night  or  two  he  wotild  set  fire  to  his  bouse  ft  ban 
him  up  aiiye.  He  talked  a  great  deal  ft  much  of  his  language  was 
to  the  same  puipose.*-Fartfaer  this  Deponent  saith  not. 

her 
HAKNAH  >i  HILLBKAN. 
mariu 

Sworn  ft  subscribed  before  me' 
this       of  Noyember,  1784. 

Jno.  Seelt. 


me^l 

^-   3 


Brig.  Gen.  Armsteonq  to  Pbes.  Dickinson^  1784; 

Sir, 

I  had  some  time  since  the  honor  of  stating  to  your  Ezoelleney  ft 
Council  the  situation  in  which  I  found  the  insurrection  at  Wyomii^ 
and  some  of  the  more  important  fieicts  which  had  taken  place  upoa 
my  arrival. 

Among  the  most  early  measures  which  I  took  to  oonyinoe  this 
deluded  people  of  their  mistaken  conduct  was  the  paper  endos'd 
{mark'd  No.  1,"')  which  I  forgot  to  transmit  by  Capt.  Armstrong 
the  others,  which  are  of  the  sftme  nature  have  been  attended  by  the 
same  effect,  none  but  replies  of  insolence  were  made  to  either. 

Unable  to  attempt  anything  offensive  I  therefore  took  a  reaolntioa 
to  come  hither  ft  consult  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon 
the  farther  measures  which  in  this  situation  ought  to  be  tdcen.  It 
was  their  opinion  that  a  line  of  meer  defensive  conduct  on  iht  part 
of  the  State  held  out  a  promise  of  sooner  bringing  about  the  objects 
of  Government  than  one  of  a  more  aotiye  nature.  This,  howen^ 
reUiotahtlyl  was  obliged  to  observe  from  the  first  moment  I  entered 
tibe  Country,  and  am  ndt  sanguine  in  expecting  any  better  conse- 
quence than  we  have  already  seen  ft  felt^  from  an  adheranoe  to  ii. 

*  BeWpagsW^: 


Evezy  meaaim  which  supposes  that  &rther  Unity  will  produoa 
better  oondvet  Wilt  U  fofuiA  uMmiUfig,  bat  blitatXJiMmiiment  be 
so  weU^usuved  of  this  truth  as  I  ever  have  beeni  the  milder  ez- 
pedientB  of  forgiving  &  forgetting  mavbe  porsned. 

Cpl.  Johnstone  who  has  been  at  Wyoming  sinoe  I  left  it,  will 
40Xplkin  the  appearances  which  presented  themselves  to  him,  t!hey 
Were  snoh,  as  oesat  but  few  hopes  of  being  able  by  gentle  methods 
to  extingoish  a  name,  which  has  e;ctended  itself  to  a  whole  people 
.composed  as  they  are  of  vagrants  &  desperad/oes. 

I  ^all  remain  here  for  a  few  days,  nntill  I  find  myself  better  abljd 
to  encounter  the  roughness  of  the  roads  &  the  season,  k  shal)  then 
sett  out  for  fhilad'a,  after  directing  such  a  disposition  of  the  few 
troops  which  desertion  has  left  me,  as  will  best  promote  the  objects 
for  which  tbey  were  sent. 
X  am,  Sir, 

your  Excell'ys 

most  obed't  serv't, 

J.  ABMSTRONiO.JB. 

16th  Nov.,  1784. 
Direetedf 

His  Exoell'y,  The  Presid't. 


Besolution  or  Gbneeal  Assembly,  1784. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly, 

Thursday,  December  23, 1784,  P«  M. 
A  (lertififlBte  sigpaed  by  Edward  Bard,  EsqoiiB,  Clai^  of  the  Oooii 
tof  Oyer  and  Termimet  akid  GoDeral  Gad  delivery,  was  psesented  to 
.Ike  chaifi  and  read,  stati^  that  at  a  oomt  of  Oyer  aind  Terminer 
-aftd  General  goal  delivery  lueld  for  the  eonnlrjr  of  Northumberland, 
ift  May  last,  Henry  Shoemaker,  Esquire,  a  Justioe  of  tha  peaoe  in 
and  for  the  said  Gowty,  was  oonvioled  by  a  Jury  of  the  eonnty,  of 
^  riof  eommitled  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  May  last,  by  him  and 
'iBftly  «tkers;  and  on  motioui  and  by  special  ovder,  die  same  was 
•Bead  ibt  aeoond  time,  whereupon 

Resolvedi  that  the  said  Henry  Shoemaker,  fyt  his  miaBondiiet  as 
ittforesaid,  be,  and  be  is  hereby  renroved  from,  his  offiea  of  Juttioe  of 
fthepaaoe  for  the  eonnty  of  Northamborlaad. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

J.  SHALLtJS,  Asst.  CloA 

of  the  General  Assembly. 


eM  #i»(Ni3tLVANtA  i^(MtS8  1785. 

Jobs  Okut  to  Shsakb  ot  AaeucBLT,  1786. 

JBethlem,  16Ui  Jan.,  1785. 
>Dear  fin      ;      ! 

I  saw  py  jthe  Mintitea  of  Aaseinbly  a  purpose  of  appointiiig  Coa- 
misBioners  to  'asp^rtaiD^  in  coAJnntstiop  wita  others  of  the  Sate  of 
N.  Jerseji  what  lalands  in  ihe  RiTor  Delaware  do  of  Right  belong 
to  the  State.*    I  have  likewise  been  informed  by  a  Friend  of  miiM 
in  Town  that  I  bad  been  thought  of  for  one  of  the  Number.     If 
that  be  the  case,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  as  a  Person  to  whoa 
I  am  not  altogether   unknown,  that  should  your  Honble.  House 
Uiink  proper  to  make  Choice  of  me  for  the  Purpose,  it  shall  be  my 
care  and  endeavor  to  discharge  the  Trust  thereby  reposed  in  me 
with  such  seal  and  integrity  as  may  reflect  Honor  on  myself  and 
Constituents.    Pardon  my  Freedom  .&  believe  me  to  be 
with  the  utmost  sincerity  &  Regard,  dr.  Sir, 
Your  obed't  hUe.  Servt, 
DirMed^  J.  OKELY. 

The  Honble  John  Bayard,  Esq. 


E.  Douglass  to  Skc't  Aemstbono,  1785. 

.    Union  Town,  27th  January,  1785. 
Sir, 

Unwilling  to  send  you  thi^  certificate  of  election  in  a  blank,  ud 
desirous  of  saying  something  on  the  subject,  I  have  sat  with  my  heid 
leaning  on  mv  hand  these  ten  minutes  to  consider  what  that  sobm- 
Idiing  should  be,  and  after  all  have  considen^d  that  whatever  I  eoild 
•any  u^n  it  woidd  amount  to  nothing,  for  i  have  not  knowle^  of 
Ckntiemen  formnost  On  it  to  justify  my  giving  a  oharaetet  of  him. 

I  have  already  been  deceived  into  a  nrisreprssentatioD  to 
oil  on  a  former  one,  for  which  I  most  penitentiary  bcff  fc 
"protesting  at  the  s^me  time  my  innooency  in  it,  fbr  &e 
who  made  the  return,  and  oeveral  others  of  the  township  of  Maiai- 
Utt  assured  nte  it  wovdd  be  petitioned  against,  but  I  find  they  have 
not  done  it;  nor  are  they  attempting  it.  t  can  offer  nothii^  non 
on  that  subject,  unless  it  be  that  the  township  is  in  great  want  of  a 
Justice^  I  have  given  their  ohsfaoters  fidthmlly  as  1  received  tboai 
from  the  general  voice  of  the  inhabitants  hereabout.  Oouaoil  in 
their  wisdom  will  do  the  rest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  hidi  esteem  Sir, 

Your  most  humDle  and  obedient  servant^ 

BPHKAIM  DOUGLASS. 
JXrectedf 

John  Armstrong,  junr.,  Secretaiy. 

•  8«e  Smitli'8  Laws,  Vol.  H.  pp.  77,  888,  for  the  acts  respeetbg  joris- 
diotion  of  the  Islands. 


...  .  .  ;  New Tork^Pobfj Utl»,  1786v  ' 

Sir,      '  ■''''.-•..' 

The  appointment  of  Gommiasionen  to  inanr  iinta.eSect  the  orai* 
nance  of  Congress  for  the  Purpose  of  erecting  ^eralbnildinjp  npon 
the  banks  of  ihe  Delaware  ims  taken  near  four  days  of  this  week, 
and;  has  ihi&  day  be^  effected ;  Oenl.  Schnyler,  Phil.  BioUnson 
and  Robt.  Morris  are  the  commi88i9ner8.  Some  States  haye  not 
been  liearty  in  the  meastre.  Kafryliind  has  been  principally  active 
in  delay — ^from  what  motives  we  are  not' at  libertv  to-  do  more  than' 
eonjectore.  Perhaps  the  precipitate  retreat  of  Congress  la«t  sam^t 
mer  from  their  Capitol  has  its  influence^  or  they  raUier  wished  the 
blinks  of  Uhe  ilo^maok  had  been 'ftsed  forih^  penHUMnI  ftdciral 
residence^  which  would  have  placed  the  Capital  of  the  United  8t«M 
nearer  them.  But  whatever  reasons  operated  with  them  it  is  very 
evident  that  Congress  have  lost  that  influence  at  home  and  respecta- 
bility abroad  which  are  easentially  necessary  to  e<xidnet  with  advan- 
tage the  concerns  of  a  great  nation,  and  which  can  never  be  regained 
while  they  are  once  or  twice  a.  year  moving  from  place  to  place. 
Princeton,  Annapolis  and  Trenton  have  been  visited  in  order,  &  in 
the  very  hour  of  expeotatioa  ^aob  have  expevi^nce^  disappointment. 
New  York  is  now  the  temporary  residence  untill  a  permanent  one 
is  provided,  and  if  this  should  fail  Perbaps  tint  iCityjn/ torn  will 
feel,  her  share  of  chagrin  by  anothef  remoyaL  In  shpi;tj  pr,  there 
appears  no  end  to  removals  but  in  the  erection  of  a  permanent  fedo-i 
ral  House  in  which  each  State  will  have  an  interest  and  in  soma 
dMree  find  themselves- at  home.  . 

;  We  gave  a  cheerful  assent  to  the  ordinance  at  Trenton,'convince4 
of  the  fulvautage  and  necessity  of  the  meaaure,  and  believing  that  i^ 
ironld  meet  the  approbation  of  our  constituentt,  who  have  generally, 
•tood  first  in  executing  every  thing  that  appeared  calculated  to  pro* 
mote  the  honor  and  happiness  of  the  federal  government, 

TW  Place  proposed  in  the  ordinance,  whether  on  this  6r  that  side 
the-Bda^are  is  very  nvorablo'to  Pennsylvania.  Much  of  the 
money  expended  there  will  finally  enter  in  our  State^this  deserves 
attention.  The  offer  made  by  New  Jersey  of  thirty  thousand 
pounds  and  territorial  Jurisdiction  gave  rise  to  an  enquiry  whieh 
^e  .have  frequemjly heard,  what  will  Pennsylva.  dof  To  this  we 
eannot  answer,  but  as  the  Legislature  are  now  sitting,  we  states 
these  things  to  you  in  order  that  tbey  may  have  it  in  their  power 
if),  favor  us  with  their  instructions  upon  this  point  as  soon  as  oon*; 
fenieui. 

;  Wednesday  next  is  appointed  for  discussing  the  report  of  a  com* 
IQittee  respecting  the  appointment  of  additional  commissioners  of 
accts.,  a^d  we  have  reason  to  hope  it  will  fully  answer  the  intention^ 
of  the  house.  A  compleat  Copy  of  the  Laws  and  resolutions  of  the 
legudature'sincd  the  Revolution  are  very  necessary  for  us,  therefore 


609       Pimfsn/fAtiuL  Atxasma  i785. 

we  M|b^  ihaivA  maj'ba  tanaiABAiMk  lium.WMBlf  HMh 
Teni^nt. 

Wo  lia?e  h^tai  notliiiig  i^  flie  Wyoniiiig  BnsiDeaB  nnoe  we  hit 
mrote  you. 

We  ^ve  Honor  to  be  Sir^ 

Your  yery  h'bla  SenrtB.^ 

JOS.  aABDNBR. 

Tbia  letter  waa  iatended  to  be  ^  j^nt  ene^  but  Mv.  MeHeuj  « 
<m^  tberoforo  wanta  hia  aignatiire* 

IHrected, 

Xhe  HowMabk  JTdka  Bay«td,  i^r.,  PhiladelpUa.     Rml-J. 
Oaadaer. 

Ind&nedf 

Bead  1  tine  Feb'y  18,  1785.    Bead  1  time  VeVj  19,  adi 


CmratCAtg  or  Gaoijeb,  1785. 

To  sH  Whom  mils  piay  bodcem. 

Tbia  ifl  to  Oertify  1%at  tbe  bearer  bereof  Batrick  Hehr  ImocM 
and  Delivered  into  tbe  (Hoi  of  tbe  City  and  Ooatity  of  Pbihd^fSiii 
a  Oertain  Bobert  Jobnston  Bteel  Committed  by  tbe  Honoiirabls 
Thomas  McKean  Esqairei  Docktor  of  Laws  and  Cbief  Jnatioe  of  the 
Commonwealtb  of  Pennsylvania  By  die  Name  of  Bobert  Steel 
attffinied  by  outlawry  in  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  this  Etete  for  Bofcinr 
Jobn  Hart  Esquire,  Treasurer  of  the  Countr  of  Bucks  and  tbe  and 
Bobert  Johnston  Steel  otherwise  Called  Robert  Steel  is  Now  is 
safe  custody  in  the  Gkol  aforesaid  This  12th  day  of  Febros^,  178S. 

JOHN  BEYNOLDS,  Gaokr. 


^iladelnbia  ss. 

I  do  nereby  certHy  that  the  above  named  Bobert  Steel,  who 
ebanged  hia  name  in  North  Carolina  to  Bobert  Johnston,  and 
Bobert  Johnston  Steel  confessed  before  me  thi^t  he  was  at  Newton 
in  Bucks  County  on  the  night  of  tbe  day  in  which  tbe  QVeasurer  of 
that  county  was  robbed,  and  that  he  is  the  person  named  ft  intended 
to  be  apprehended  bv  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  their  IVoclamation  founded  on  an  Act  of  Assembly  there* 
of,  Witness  my  hand  this  li2th  day  February  1T8S. 

THO  MeKBAN. 


*  Matbsw  Bowfj  TO  VK$a.  PIckinsok,  17S5. '  ] 

«  .  fietsburg  20th,  1786. 

oir, 

In  Sept  1783 J  my  husband  Jamea  Boggs  Rccd  inetmetion^rom 
Brigadear  Genl,  Irwin  with  Lis  permission  K»r  to  settle  Si  Improre   on 
thelteflerved  Tract,  of  Land  oposite  to  Fort  Pitt,  as  wiH  appear  by  a 
■  Copy  of  his  instructions  sent  tj  Mr,  Galbreatli  the   Bearer  of  tbia 

t  "who  baa  Bome  knowledge  of  this   matter.     My  husband  with,  bis 

emiill  family  went  to  work  accord  in  gly  on  the  same  Tract  built  him 
fr  house  k  Cleared  about  eight  or  Teii  acres  of  Land,  my  husband  In 
since  dead,  k  Col  William  Butler  having  obtained  an  act  of  Assem- 
bly in  bis  favour  for  a  ferry  on  the  Alleganey  Ri?cr  &  a  Lot  of 
ground  assigned  him  at  the  mouth  of  a  Bun  cmpteying  In  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Kiver,  has  in  Conseqnance  of  that  Taken  poscatiou 
of  a  part  of  the  Lands  Cleared  hj  my  husband  &  I  presume  mnro 
«  than  the  Lot  mentioned  k  thai  on  the   back  part   of  my  bouse,  he 

^  has  lately  Told  me  that  I  must  turn  out  of  tbe  house  in  the  Spring  this 

I  think  would  be  mthor  hard  as  I  am  now  Left  a  widow  k  not  pro- 
vided with  any  other  home  at  the  present.  Should  your  Excellency 
direct  I  will  then  Chearfully  Comply  or  should  Col,  Butler  get^bis 
Lot  Laid  of  tn  him  on  the  ground  mentioned  in  the  Law,  my  Littel 
house  &  small  field  would  then  be  by  no  means  in  bis  ways,  all  I 
wish  is  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  set  where  I  am  nntill  Counsels 
f  pleasnre  to  Remove  me,  or  should  the  ground  where  I  Live  he  sold 

I  or  to  be  Leased  by  the  State  that  I  may  be  allowed  the  preference. 

If  I  am  your  Excellency ^ 

iao0t  obedient  humble  Senrant^ 

MAETHEA  B0QO8, 
Directed^ 
Hifl  Excellency  John  Bickinsooi  President  of  Counsel  Philad. 
Bond,  by  RobL  GUlbrieth  Es<jr. 


PWITION  OF  L^HABITANTS  OF  WyQMING,  1786. 

To  the  fionble  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  the  Stiite  of  Pennsylyaniai  in  General  Assembly  met.  ! 

Ckntl«m6n, 

We  yonr  humble  petitioiiers  would  taJce  the  earliest  cpportuiiftif 
to  lay  before  jour  Honble  House  the  deplorable  ritoaiion  in  whioh 
ire  luiye  been  enveloped  siuee  the  decree  of  TrenloUy  whicli  cbaa^4 
the  jociediclioa  in  fiivor  of  Pennsylvania,  fEom  that  Pate  w»  \x^^^ 
been  Deoy'd  the  due  administratioD  of  the  Laws  of  Peunsylnaiay  <nb 
in  other  words  Common  Justice,  which  the  greeteal  ctimimtli  ati^. 
iqtitled  to,  aeoording  to  all  Statute  and  Cooimon  Laws  of  >all  Chci^. 


tianised  pqcH^  Altbo'  we  baye  nuide  inoeasaxit  appli<»tioi&  to  t&e 
Legislative  Body  of  this  state  for  justice  to  be  admhiiHtered  witiioiil 
any  diMMrimiiEiatioii  of  pexsons :  yet  to  no  purpose,  altho'  £ur  pffomiaef 
were  made  ;  and  we  bad  finally  ooncluded  tbere  was  no  jnatiee  ia 

fMTsion  fior  ua,  either  from  the  Ijegislatiye  or  Ezeeatiye  Bodki  d 
State.     But  being  creditably  imormed  that  the  present  Aseoa- 
were  comppsed  of  such  persons  who  feared  Ood,  and  regarded 
man,  and  consequently  had  a  promptitude  to  do  justice  to  jJl  that 
fellow-creatures;  this  served  as  a  stimulus  to  us  to  make  one  prmjer 
fnore  to  the  Honble  Assembly  for  justice  to  be  administered  without 
partiality.     Believing  that  your  Honble  Body  will  do  all  in  your 
power  to  redress  our  ^ievances,  and  put  us  upon  the  same  fooditf 
with  the  comibon  Citizens  of  this  state,  which  is  all  we  ask.     And 
iarther  permit  us  to  say  that  all  the  disorders,  irregularities  and  no- 
justifiable  proceedings  taken   against  us,  were  oommitted  under 
3uch  aggravated  circumstances,  as  no  christianized  people  ever  ex- 

E'enced  before^  from  the  most  barbarous  savages  to  b^n  witk  tlie 
rise  of  Pennsylvania  Government  in  this  settlement,  (YIm.  :) 
Election  of  those  Mamstrates,  who  were  to  act  in  that  sphere  ia 
this  part  of  the  County  of  Northumberland,  is  as  follows,  they  were 
pfaoeen  by  people  from  different  counties  of  this  state,  toother  witk 
people  from  the  state  of   the  New  Jersys  and  elsewhere,  and 
^hose  that  were  elected  were  principally  inhabitants  of  the  Coantj 
of  Northampton^ — ^and  all  this  wa9  done  without  bur  consent  or 
)cnowledge ;  and  we  who  had  the  sole  right  of  choosing  our  Magis- 
trates, were  denyed  the  privilege  which  were  justly  intitled  to. 
Which  Election  we  know  to  be  unconstitutional  and  in  the  &ce  and 
eyes  of  all  law,  both  Statute  and  Common.    Yet  altho'  the  sd  Elec- 
tion was  in  itself  wrong  and  ill^d,  was  established  by  an  aet  of 
the  then  AssemUy  directing  the  Eleoutive  Body  of  the  state  to 
Commission  the  sd.  Magistrates.     Who  soon  after  they  were  Coia- 
missioned  repaired  to  Wyomiuff  where  they  sought  the  ruin  of  the 
N.  England  setlers,  and  spread  devastation  wherever  they  went  or 
acted;  and  in  order  that  these  ill-minded  and    unconstitntioDal 
Magistrates  should  be  enabled  to^any  their  unjustifiable  plans  into 
execution  a^inst  us,  an  armed  force  of  soldiers,  was  raised  by  this 
state,  and  stationed  at  Wyoming,  in  open  violation  of  the  articke  of 
the,confedQi:ation  of  the  United  States  of  America,  (as  is  obaerved  hj 
the  Honble  the  Council  of  Censors.)    And  after  these  Ma^tntes 
in  conjunction  with  the  Military  authority  had  made  many  inroads 
on  justice  and  humanity,  We  as  a  Body  entered  to  the  Aasonbly 
fifur  Pi-otestatlon  A  abhbrrance  against  die  'sd  Blectiim  of  the  Mms- 
IrateS)  also  against  such  a  line  of  conduct  as  these  Magjatrates,  (Via. 
l^atterson  and  Seely)  were  gnxlty  of,  and  we  mieht  with  proprieij 
mention  one  more  upon  whidi  the  assembly  appomted  a  ooauaittea 
to  repiUr  to  Wyoming  to  investigate  and  asoettain  the  truth  of  those 
Alleeations  of  oars  which  were  laid  to  the  eharge  of  those  Magistrates. 
And'  Upon  Tryal  found  the  allegatioiis  were  frdly  and  amply  sqh 


•l^rted    bj  creditable  and  indiBputj^ble  evidences  and  made  report 
#42eordinglj  to  the  assembljj  at  wbicb  time  we  had  an  agent  at  the 
j^semblj  to  urge  the  Decesaity  of  something  to  be  immediately 
^ooe  in  our  favor*     Tho  report  of  the  committee  wa3  re-committed, 
^ud  from  that  referred  to  a  socond  committee.  And  finally  after  our 
#geiit    had  indefatigably  labored  with  the  Assembly  for  near  three 
moil  the  with  great  espence  of  money  j  rettirned  with  the  diiAgree- 
^ble    news,  t&t  tho  assembly  would  do  nothing  for  ne ;  but  still 
jsufiered  those  illegal  and  ill-minded  magistrates,  who  had  been  tho 
pecaaioD  of  ail  the  tumulta  and  disorders,  which  were  committed  at 
^  fiiiB  place,  to  go  with  impunity.  And  we  may  say  that  to  help  eompleat 
our  ruin  i  Henry  Shoemaker  was  about  this  time  commisaioned  by 
JDouoeil,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  these  other  magistrates.     And 
tbia  neglect  of  tho  G,  Assembly  has  prored  the  dcstrnction  of  this 
^tUement,  and  cost  this  state  thousands  of  pounds,  which  bad  bet- 
ter been  taken  and  gWen  to  the  poor ;  In  thii^  manner  wc  hare  been 
treated  by  the  authority  of  tliis  state  untill  we  were  drove  to  a  state 
of  dcsparation,  and  supposed  that  there  was  no  justice  in  reTcrsion 
for  MB  in  the  State  of  PennsylTania,  because  a  deaf  ear  was  turned 
to  all  our  prayers  and  entreaties,  and  great  credit  given  to  all  the  false 
tuisrcpreaentations  of  our  avowM^  and  implacable  enemies,  and  alt 
those  depositions,  that  were  taken  at  Wyoming  by  the  committee,  & 
(sarried  to  the  assembly |  were  not  even  BulTtjred  to  bo  read  in  the  Q* 
Assembly,  and  consequently  truth  withheld  from  the  state,  which^ 
vas    at   that  time   of  the   utmost  coneern   t!iat  these  allegation^ 
should  come  to  the  knowledge  of  Pennsjlvaaia,  but  alass  they  werci^ 
eoDCealed  and  the  truth  kept  from  the  good  10 habitants,  who  had  &' 
right  to  the  same,     The  ooneealment  of  which  appeared  to  us  to 
ori^nate   from  disaifeetiou  towards  the  N.  England  setlcrs;  upon 
which  it  appeared  to  us  in  Vain  to  trouble  the  Assembly  or  8ne  for 
Justice  after  so  many  denials.     We  have  cter  since  the  decree  of^ 
Trenton  been  intirely  denyed  the  lienefits  of  CUti^ns  and  Free- 
holders, and  have  been  treated  as  Aliens  and  Strangers  to  the  Com-' 
tnon wealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  how  the  present  assembly  looW 
upon  UB,  and  what  measures  for  our  future  protection  end  safotyJ 
they  mean  to  take,  we  cannot  say*     And  therefore  think  wo  shall 
be  justified  in  thej  eyes  of  the  impartial  world  to  lye  in  a  Dormant 
Situation  untill  the  Present  Assembly  sliall  in  their  wisdom  mo  fit 
to  let  us  know  in  what  point  of  Uglit  that  Honble  House  look  npnn 
us  whither  they  will  give  us  the  priviledge  whieh  all  Freemen  by 
the  laws  of  all  Christianized  people  are  intitled  to,  (Yis. :)  Citizen- 
ship and  Freeh 0 Id ershipj  that  is  the  power  of  ehooaing  our  own 
officers  Civil  and  Military^  for  wc  have  felt  the  dire  eSeet  of  sub- 
mitting to  other  Counties  and  States  choosing  authority  to  rule  us^ 
for  we  are  confident  that  some  of  those  tnat  were  Eleeted  and 
others  that  elected  them  neither  feared  God,  nor  regarded  Man. 
Therefore  we  think  that  wo  cannot  in  justice  to  ourselves,  ever  svib^ 
luit  to  snoh  an  illegal  step  again  ^  atd  we  are  a^ured  we  shall  bo 
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juatifiej  In  op^ostng  any  sucli  imoonBdtiition  proeeedtogs ;  ib  TUifie^ 
tioQ  of  the  rights    of  maDkind,  and  that  inherent  right  irfcick  tU 
Qod  of  nature  has  bestowed  upon  men  at  large.      In  this  resolvtm 
we  think  we  ate  not  opposing  the  laws  of  this  State :  b«t  in  fiudSe»> 
lion  of  the  same  and  that  jour  Honble  House  will  josttiy  as  ia  ma 
DeterminaUon—- for  it  is  not  oar  intention  to  oppose  ihe  laws  of  tkii 
State,  but  coroberate  them :  tho'  our  enemies  have  and  witt  cany 
ihlse  reports  to  jour  HonUe  House,  which  have  no  existaice  b«l 
in  their  distempered  Brain }  and  Malioiouslj  and  Wiekedlj  i 
thai  we  will  not  submit  to  the  Laws  of  this  State.    Agam 
been  often  trappan'd  bj  our  passive  obedience  and  non-re 
and  oonfiding  m  some  of  the  first  men  in  office  in  the  State  Is 
mention  one    instance    of   Lt  Gol.  John  Armstrong  and  Jdba 
Bojd|  Esqs.,  who  bj  forfeiting  their  word  and  Houotb  and  €waj 
thing    that    is  near  to    Gentlemen,  made   us  Priaoneny  abof'd 
US|  with  more  than  savage  treatment,  and  robed  na  of  npwaidi 
of  one  hundred  rifles  and  valuable  fire  arms,  and   maoj  olfar 
effects,  even  to  our  smallest  Pen-knives;  and  we  may  aay  with 
propriety  that  we  have  been  RobM  of  upwards  of  two  bnodnd 
jtlifles  and  valuable  fire  arms  by  officers  of  Government  ainee  the 
first  of  Ust  Maj,  which  have  never  been  returned  to  this  day.     Ami 
altho'  we  have  6ften  Petitioned  the  former  Assembly  fior  Justioe  ia  sll 
the  cases  wherein  we  were  injured  and  abused,  but  eonld  obtain  at 
redress,  and  we  haye  undergone  such  a  series  of  injustieey  plondcr, 
rapine  and  murder,  from  those  who  pretended  to  do  us  justice,  tkil 
we  are  reduced  to  we  shades  of  death.    And  if  we  can  obtain  aay 
assistance  from  your  Honble  House  in  a  line  of  justice.  We  sUi 
ever  acknowledge  the  same  with  thankfnlness  and  a  true  aeaee  d 
Gratitude.    And  untill  your  honors  shall  condescend  to  draw  a  lias 
for  our  future  conduct  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  know  what  eoofft 
to  steer.    We  are  at  present  destitute  of  any  Civil  authmty  in  tfait 
place.    Esq.  Mead  has  refused  to  grant  any  precept  theae  six  weeks 
past*    ^therefore  the  sooner  we  can  have  the  priviledge  of  aleclii^ 
our  own  Officers,  Civil  and  Military,  agreeable  to  the  oonsCitatioB  sf 
ibis  state,  the  sooner  happiness,  peace  and  good  order  will  be  i^ 
stored  to  this  settlement.     We  would  also  beg  leave  to  point  out  to 
your  honors  some  proposab  made  to  us  by  some  of  ihe  Maaistrates 
of  this  county  about  eight  weeks  since,  to  enable  us  to  eket  oar 
own  Magistrates.    And  first  it  was  proposed  to  have  a  number  ef 
us  to  purchase  a  tract  of  wild  Land  on  the  BK>untainB  (under  tha 
proprietors  Claim,)  and  that  Col.  W.  Montgomery  should  surrey 
the  same,  which  Land  ire  should  divide  amongst  a  larger  number 
and  therebv  become  Freeholders,  and  entitled  to  elect  oar  Mi|ii 
trates.     Which  proposal  we  Tejected  for  we  were  not  willing  to  ff^ 
our  money,  foir  that  which  we  esteemed  our  own,  n<ff  Iwy  thoM 
Priviledges  that  we  were  so  justly  entitled  to.     Secondly,  Bs^     J 
Mead  proposed  to  call  all  the  Inhabitants  together  of  both  partiesi^     ( 
without  any  resard  to  Freeholders,  ^as  ia  dieeetod  by  the  eonsdtutioa,) 
and  he  would  lead  us  to  a  choice,  or  Magistrates,  and  make  report  to 


iBSNSzxmuaA  iBCfiraBrirsa 


CaoDcil,  mi'  Ubw  SrSetber  tlai  AAbk  Adj  would  «lQPn^^  th^ 

choice  on^niif  ihm  proposal  W8i  aiso^' rejeofed  and  di^purfly^w  mi 

looked  npoi  ii'taba'  nnco^atitaUMitf,  .and'  that  our  ema&f^mmi 

those  that  had  m  right  upon  «  eo  daA  lobiiUg  in  ^e  SMiidD^  vsUI 

thofle  <|f  nairtio/hAvd'the  aolattghi^  .fhianiiftre  for  Hbmm  MaaaniM 

apply  to  yofor  banom  fi)r  a  line  to  lie  draita  >ihat  we  mi^'  kobwiphM 

course  to  atoer.  •  t'  «'  :'•■  -* 

And  ixi  the  inkormediate  apaee,  while  we  faatbv^imtUrilgrli'HA 

plae6,.i^e  haw  thought  mo^t  adtdsable  toiorm  onrs^fe»  in  ahai^ 

order  for  oiur  mnioal  defence  an4  aafetyv  ^^^  ^  M^  ^  ^^^^  ^ 

Laws  of  this  State  mpossilie^'iailil  we  shall  have  a  ooBathatioad 

Establishmlent  of  the  same.    And  we  wnai.  heartily  piay  i»r  yonir 

Honqn  ezertfoBs  4o  eatabliih  VOM  and  cood  order  in  tbia  diBtmot^ 

and  infatoated  plaoe ;  f or  we  think  that  &e  political  Balvation^f  tbii 

settlement  .depends  apon  joxsr  assedviky,  and  ezertiontf  in  -tiiil 

respect  ajr  well  is  the  Happiness  and  safety  of  this  Stale,  #hidi  w^ 

insist  on,  we  have  always  strove  for  ^ioe  the  deoieeiat  l^tdn,^and 

have  .'end^BTOwed  to  demean  ourselves  in^sach  an  eqdkafaie  line  of 

conduct,  that  we  are  justly  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  of  Free- 

CitiBens  and  Freeholders,  whi^  if-«Howed  our  prayer  is  in  a  great 

meaifnre  answered.    And  we  will  praj  tbftt  the   benedictions  pf 

'Almighty  Ood  may  rest  upon  your  Honorable  Body,  and  tha:t  your 

Honors  miiy  have  wisdom  as  the  aogeb  of  Ood,  to  direct  7^,^ 

all  times,  and  that  you  may  consult  such  meakures  and  carry  them 

in  execution,  as  shall  terminate  in  the  advancement  of  Mes&i^'s 

Eangdom,  and  consequently  in  the  Weal  and  prosperity  of  this  state. 

lAnd/tkat  ybur  hcmon  maybe  enabled  air  .all  iktka  to  oentak  tUi 

happiness  of  this  state  in  such  a  manner  that  your  names  may^be 

sacred  in  the  annals  of  history,  and  generations  yet  unborn^  when 

they  come  on  the  stase  of  action  may  call  you  blessed  Is  the  sincere 

prayer  of  youf  humble  Pethioders.    And  we  as  in  duty  bouUii  Will 

ever'pjray.  '  '    • 


Wyoming,  February  .20th,  1785. 


John  Jenkins, 
Mktfaan  Wade, 
Abisail  Jameson^ 
Mai-lba  Staait, 
Wm.  Jones, 
Jtibbard  Ipmani ' 
«Joh9  Inman, 
Ishmeal  Bennet, 
W^r  Spencet, 
Neem^  No^rpf^ 
Alex.  Jameson, 
Robt.  McDowl, 
Jont.  Corey, 
Obadiah  Camel, 


John  fiudbnt, 
Bobk  Jfemnasoa,  • 
Abm.  Westbrook, 
Bltja^  fiunanl 
Mason  F.  Alden. 
William  Hibesd, 
Jnb.  Mmor, 
Jerh.  White, 
ILenard  Westbrook, 
.Benjamin  Harvey, 
William  Jacson.     • 
Daniel  Holly,        ^ 
Ebenezar  Parish, 
Eldad  Kellogg, 


Jaoob  Johnsen^ 
Ebeheaor  Johnsoni 
John  Franklin,.  - 
Giles  Slbouti, 
SiflKiA'  Spanl^ng, 
Fbens.  Peirce, 
Phens.Nash, 
Nathan  Kingsly,   . 
James  Frisby, 
Sam'l  Ayres, 
HeyekiahSobfrts^'; 
Benj.  Bidlackj^' 
Reubin  Cook, 
Elisha  Ihtike, 


•m 


ti^rsu:  ' 

jM)i..YaiklK«y 

8M.9hdiB,    ■> 

Biok-WMtlvdok, 

fkonM'BeMMl;  - ' 

iUmuSadgi,  .-...■ 

JfaULOoift^     . 

Ba&'lJinkingBon,       Naphtali  Hurlbnt, 

▲ahaIAiiMrt(a^ 

fiuaklcc^ 

Dm'l.ffaMay  i: 

'J6tii  Bfabtnuiki^i 

Shu.  MoGfaMr, 

J«Mi.Sein^ 

Snid-OoM, 

AhmhMtBnfidg 

aiMfiMith, 

'SbammBtA, 

gilBiMd  Homr. 

mOmBaneyi 

Bentj.Bovtt, 

NtM-DnkmrnL 

Wn-HootefiaMi,  GdnndLkma; 

Bm4.BmlT, 

PraMAUflD, 

AUe  Yttiiigfeo% 
Able  PioBoa^ 

j&«b1  BarnlttiB, 
JcflbhPeUU 
St6yen  Pulflv 

Joseph  KMmmjf 
Jobfii^K 
John  PkUKT^ 
Jdfltiii  ChKwlofd, 
AabtasaOmjkid. 


{^XTjxioN  o?  MssaBa^  Duif cav  anp  Fihut  or  Putsbujuo^  1785L 

^0  %ifi  Szoellencj  JToho  DickiiisoUy  Il^quire,  Preeideiii,  aiil  the 
^■.  Honourable  Council  of  the  Commonwealtih  of  Pennsylymniay  a 
CounoU  aseembled : 

Xh0  PlelitioQ  of  Quid  Dnnoui  sod  John  Fmkj,  of  the  Town  d 
'/•'PilAebw^^; 

^       Humbly  fiheweth, 

^  Jhat  jdur  pftitipAers  hayiiig  bow  iofof^ed  thM>  Fori  McIrfaA 
is  to  be  evacuated  in  the  Spring,  and  they  haying  eneaged  in  bsa- 
ness  ID  the  Indian  Trade,  would  willingly  undertake  the  care  of  the 
Garrison  and  Buildings  at  that  place.  That  unless  some  person  or 
persouQ  Mt  aji^flMtoa  to  take  oafe  of  die  Garrison^  it  irili  be  ift 
danger  of  bemg  destfoyed  .by  Urn  Indiatu^  or  the  huning  of  thi 
Woods. 

Your  Peftitioiieni. therefore  bnmUir  pray  your  HimMS  wonU  be 
pleased  IddiBse  thoa  to  Trade  in  ChebusiDesB  aforesaid,.at  the  yJaee 
aforesaid^  ^  nudt  Time  as  yOor  honours  shall  think  proper  during 
good  behi|«]onlr,.and  your  PetitionetSy  as  in  -duty  bound,  will  ptay. 


Pittsburgh,  February  1 
26yl786.  J 


DAVID  DDNCAN, 
JOHN  FINLBT. 


Jit'  i 'HW^k  i*  ^^ ^urteVbr  CtcnepaTd.  tth'  'MTph,  1785', '       - '  ^ 


Hts  Exeellencj  Jn*.  Dickingon,  Esq^j  Pnj&ideiiij  ■    -   'i^* 
'  '   *"^  ^The  honb^  Jn-  Nevill,  Esq-,  -.iifUr*! 

Rtil^4ji.it  ifbe  Surveyor  Oen^,  M'.  Lukena,  -'^  v*iiw^^>A-»  l*>o  t^uiMi 
Y^f*^'  ^Tbe  Reeeivor  G^ti«,  M'.  JohoBtoSf'*  ^.  .vf-^ulmia  iM>1if 
il-»il  Jm  ffiig  Seeretaryj  M'.  Kenaedy;  ♦  *-*^  ^i^^U^p^^^i  Uir*«nt  .if  Unn 

Se»ol?ed,  thut  for  prorenting  dekjs  upOQ  appticatiOBi  io  t)epiiij 
Survejora  by  PersoDs  claimiDg  Lands  in  the  Counties  of  Wostmore- 
l&nd,  Waihiogton  and  Fayette,  by  virtue  of  Rights  acquired  uuder^ 
fouadf^d  oUj  or  recoguizcd  by  the  Laws  of  Yirginiay  the  Surveyor 
Geu'l  ftjrthwith  furnish  hia  Deputies  with  ueci^gsary  Trauseripta  of 
the  Papers  oommonicat^d  by  the  Government  of  Virginia  to  the 
Bupreme  E^eeuUve  Uouncil|  and  by  them  put  into  hia  Hands — tbftt 
be  enjoin  them  to  pay  immediate  attention  to  all  applications 
appeared  to  be  supported  by  Kights  obtained  as  aforesaid  before  the 
2^d  of  June,  1780,  that  In  Returns  of  all  Surveys  made  on  such 
applications  they  certify  whether  the  particular  description  men^ 
lioned  in  such  entries  correspond  with  the  Lands  shewn  by  the  Apr 
plicants — ^That  where  such  Deputies  cannot  conveniently  attend  tn^ 
taking  depostitions  in  disiputad  Cases,  they  earnestly  require  both 
|he  Parties  to  b^  present  when  they  ahfill  be  taken j  in  order  to  avoid 
the  Trouble  Sl  Expencc  they  must  othorw^ise  unavoidably  incur, — 
and  that  to  give  fciuility  and  dispatch  in  settling  the  claims  afore- 
said, it  be  recommended  to  the  Surveyor  Oen'l  to  lessen  the  Dis- 
tricts and  appoint  a  greater  number  or  Deputies — and  that  in  his 
choice  of  til  em  bo  tiike  all  possible  care  to  guard  again  &t  the  appoint- 
mcDt  of  any  person  influx; liced  by  I^rejudices  upon  the  subject  of 

DELibATts  in  CoNORtss  TO  PnEa.  Diciiwsoir,  ITSS. 

Jfow  Ypnk,  Majrol»;9th,  1785. 
Sir,  •    , 

We  have  been  honored  with  your  Bxceflency's  favor  of* 
date,  incloBing  the  Memorial  of  the  ttercbants  and  Traders  of  the 
City  of  Philada.,  expressingtlieir  apprehensions  of  farther  depreda- 
t|6ba  6%  timilr  t]lMd#  1^7  tke  Barbary  Corsairs,  if  speedy  and  effectual 
meafims  ff«  not  taken  ip  prevent  them,  which  has  been  laid  before 
Congress — and  we  are  nappy  to  inform  you,  Sir,  &  thro'  yon  the 
Merchants  of  Philada.,  that  Uongrttss  havie  not  been  inattentive  to 
this  very  important  concern,  to  which  we  believe  they  are  well  dis- 

*  Feby.  17.    See  page  410. 


706  nsi/NsnktAkiA  lB()Am»44tti 

oave  long  since  t>een  authorized  to  iiegooiate  with  the  'Stales  of  Slav-> 
barj*  (in  qoiftmoii  iifii^h.olihei:»)  treali^  of  amity  &  eom^efoei  vhi^ 
we  hare  reason  to  know  hate  only  been  renjlerea  ineffeetnal  l&ereio- 
fore  (with  the  Barbary  States)  for  want  of  a  som  of  moaflj,  wAUk 
'  onstom  hM  vuie  at)i|elately  nooMOfury  to  (imrohaae  them. 

Congress  haye  lately  appreprifited  ^  tbia  {wupose  a  aom  of 
money  not  ezeeeding  eighty,  tbfMWiddQtliim^flabjeoUo  the  drangiits 
of  oor  ministers.  A  O^tleman  well  re90infliended  tar  bis  intMritr 
and  personal  knowled^  of  that  covntiy,  will  be  obaiged  with  mm 
dispatches  to  Europe  in  a  short  time,  tsespecting  this  l)uaineBBy  who 
itaay  probably  be  employed  to  dory  into  .effect  ihe  wishes  of  Ooi^gTCSB 
at  the  Court  of  the  Emperokf  of  Morroeoo. 

;  Althd'  we  ardently  wish  as  muoh  as  podsible  to  satisfy  tiie  mudetf 
(»f  the  merchants  upon  this  subject;  yet  we  request  that  no  exiiiH 
may  be  taken  or  published^  as  the  matter  is  yet  sub  ju^ee,  and  any 
premature  publication  may  have  a  tetideucy  to  delay,  if  not  pirercDli 
the  proposed  negociationS;  and  draw  tiie  unwary  merehants  into  a 
suare^  by  mistaking  the  intention  for  the  faei  There  is  ihde  rea> 
&6n  to  doubt  but  that  Great  Britain  will  use  all  herhiilnenoe  to  pre- 
vent any  such  treaties  being  made.  As  sooti  as  Conmss  hm 
taken  their  final  determinations  upon  tiiis  subject,  we  wiU  ha^e  the 
honor  of  communicating  them  aa  far  as  our  injunctions  of  seersey 
will  admit. 

Mr.  HarboiS;  in  the  name  of  the  King,  bis  master,  has  made  a 
demand  of  Longchamps;  this  has  been  under  conidderation  ftr 
several  days  as  the  order  of  the^day,  and  has  been  postponed;  wha 
this  great  national  question  may  be  discussed  is  uncertain,  bat  then 
appears  no  disposition  to  hurry. 

No  moves  have  been  made  by  the  CMmecticnt  Oentlemeii  wpoa 
the  Wyoming  business,  and  we  remain  in  the  dark  what  tiie  wish  d 
the  State  is  in  that  afbir.  If  any  determfnafioiM  of  the  house  tdn 
place,  we  will  be  much  oblidged  bv  your  Excell'ys  i3oaniranicatioa 
upon  that  subject.  Qen'l  Knox  is  appointed  secretary  at  War. 
The  treasury. is  not  yet  formed — ^no  official  acc'ts  from  Jarvak  or 
Osgood  whether  they  will  serve  or  no.  We  are, 
With  great  respect,  Sir, 

yourExcelFys    * 

most  obt.  &  Very 

h'ble  Serv'ta, 


jroSEPH  OARDNBB, 
WILLIAM  HENRY. 


*  See  9ag»  410,  411,  418. 


t    In  Oenend  Anembly, 

Thmday,  Mftroh  10, 17»6,:  A.M«  -> 

A^eeftblj  to  the  order  of  the  daj,  tka  Heose  proMedM  to  tbe 

election  of  a  Beoorder  of  Deeda  in  aiHl  l^^ihe  city  and  oountT  of 

Philadelphia^  and  tbe  baUot^  being  taken,  it  appeared  that  Matthew 

Irwixi^  E9quire,  was  daly  elected. 

fiithu)t  from  the  Minates, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Aiw't  Clerk  \ 

'^  o€the  General  AflBembljrl 


f.  HoPKiNBON  TO  Council,  1786. 

To  his  Excellency  the\  President  A  Honoorable  the  snpreme 
Executive  Council  "  ,  ,       , 

Oentlemen,  .  .  j 

JBnclosed  is  a  certified  account  of  Fees  received  hi  my  9^ee 
dturingtbe  Quarter  ending  the  13  th  Instant.   I  have  to  request  that 
Vonr   Honours  would  be  pleased  to  grant  me  a  warrant  on  th^ 
Treasnrv  for  £50  on  account  of  salary^  agreeably  to  former  usage. 
^  I  iaVe  the  honor  to  be, 

with- all  due  Respect, 
;    ^  your  most  obedient  .         t 

very  humble  servant, 

FEAS.  HOPKINBON.  : 
Phikd\>arch  17th,  1785. 

Befened  to  the  Comptroller  Gen.  It  hath  been  customary  to 
advanoQ  in  quarterly  paym'ts  about  the  sum  within  Bequeeted  and 
to  settle  the  acoo't  of  The  Judge  of  Ihe  Admiralty  once  a  year^ 
when  he  oredita  the  several  advances,  and  the  fees  Reo'd  for  the 
JToregoing  year,  the  sum  now  asked  together  with  the  feea  pf  the  last 
qnarter  do  not  amo't  to  one  quarter's  aalary. 

jMa;NiafiofiBONi 

22d  Har.,  1785. 


I. 


Datip  MsAD  TO  Pees,  Dickinson— Wtomino,  1785. 

Wioming,  March  80th,  1785, 
His  Excellency  the  President, 

Inclosed  I  Transmit  a  few  Depontions  for  your  Per^isaf ,  Relative 
to  the  most  Deplorable  situation  of  thb  part  of  the  State. 


Goondl  I  BoppoM  BO  well  informed  thai  I  need  aej  nolliiiig  ob 
the8ubject,.iQ«rtfaejBcnlAjiL^nK|n^  Ae.DMdjtoeflB  of  Gov- 
ernment, Time  is  l^reoioos. 

However  if  it's  Possible  to^uMlie  Ae  Mai-ef  finersgr  in 

■  irt  Ue  Ji     ■      ' 


Slvania  is  sach  not  ^e  riwjKpwt  fie  l^ignil^y  I  mast  beg  for  '. 
Iff  JGl^pWiti/m  i^  AaAidftt  kom  a  State  of  eoarchy. 

'..!•  .1  taa.eA-:^4beiiieeaitia^     '        --  - 

t"  /  ..   •   !  '  •    ^MrBWB^Aey'B'  ** 

'•         *  •    mobt  obedient  Humble  Sertanty 

.  DAyrDMEAD. 

Directed^ 

?[|ff  {l«^^y  Jbhe  J^mMent  and  the  Si||»reme  ExeeatiTe  Goimdl 
ennsylvania. 


DsPQSITIQlf.— 2fo.  I^ 

NorthnmM  County  Sb. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subsciiber,  one  of  the  Josfieei 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  Countyi  Charles  ManrotOp  one  of  tfae 
Constables  of  Wiominffy  who  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  ssji 
That  Oan^  of  the  Uonnecticut  Party  are  dajlay  gowin^  throodi 
the  Wiommg  Settiements  distressing,  the  few  PamUies  yel  in  the 
plaoe  who  are  attached  to  Goyer^ment,  by  Robing,  Plundering  and 
Turning  them  out  of  Doors  in  a  most  naked  and  Distreeaed  mtaafMB, 
that  yesterdaj  was  a  day  set  for  all  those  People  who  had  not 
aotua%  been  Thtowed  out  of  Boers  by  Violenoe,  to  be  goan  that 
thejr  had  lU^ived  the  Last  notioe  without  Piatress.    That  on  Ae 
Twenty  Second  Instant,  Six  of  them  dime  to  the  HiMii|  of  fhb 
Deponant  at  about  the  sun  Setting,  aud  Turned  hja  Faiyiily  all  onl 
bf  Doors,  Throwe^  his  goods  all  out  and  Considerable  part  broke  to 
pieces,  Took  his  Graki^  meet,  salt,  and  many  other  ^ingB,  that  hiA 
Children  had  no  Shoes,  and  little  Cloathing,  Thretning  if  tliej 
Setum  into  the  Hous,  they  would  bum  it  down  with  them  in  ifi 
When  4hi8  deponant  ai^ked  the  officer  of  the  party,  what  aathoritj 
he  had  for  such  Conduct  who  Prodneed  his  Pirecept  Signed  Sbenenr 
JotaBsaa  thflutOoL-Dr  Commanding  Officer,  and  one  of  their  Com- 
mittee, who  acts  in  Consequence  of  his  authonty  f^na  Ae  Goo- 
necticut  Claimants,  Delegated  him  at  their  General  Ateetingsi,  iad 
further  sayth  not 

hia 
CHARLES  ><  MANROW. 
mark. 
Sworn  &  Subscribed  before  "j 
me^  March  24th,  1785.       .    [ 
David  Mbaj).  3 


BUMaxawABxak  Mataama^.nm        m 


NorthajnWUna  Comitj  Sb,  '         '      ,  '^ 

PersotxaHy  appea]*ed  before  me  the  snlmeribcT  one  of  tbe  Jostio^ 
ot  the  peace  in  and  for  sajd  Connty^  Samuel  Kerr,  irho  being  d'oiy 
0wom  doth  depose  and  say,  That/ small  Companies  of  the  Con* 
iijecticut  Party,  are  Dayly  Stroalmg  tbrongh  the  Wioming  settle^ 
Biexits^  Bavaging  the  ^few  Families  yet  in  ft,  irho  are  any  way 
attached,  to  (^vemment,  that  many  of  them  after  being  Phmdere^- 
of  the  inost  of  their  Effects,  haye  been  Tamed  almost  naked  ont  of 
Dogra^  and, their  Houses  been  nailed  down,  others  Thretned  if  they 
Retamed'  mto  their  Houses,  that  they  should  be  burnt  down  oyer 
their  heads.  That  on  the  Twenty  Third  Inst^n^  a  Party  of  Six  Sjlen 
oame  armed  into  the  Hous  of  this  Deponant,  Ordering  him  and 
Famil  J  Immediately  to  be  goan,  who  asked  the  Officer  of  the  party/ 
what  authority  he  had  for  such  Conduct,  who  Produced  an  Order 
in  writing,  signed  Ebenezer  .Johnson,  who  is  the  Col.  or  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Connecticut,  Claimants,  and  is  a  Member  of 
their  Committee,  Elected  at  a  General  Meeting  of  those  ClaimantB, 
&o..  and  Further  sayth  not. 

SAMUEL  EABB. 
Sfwoni.&  fiirt|Kfibed  before  1 
injB,  March 25tb,  1785.  \     /  ..'      . 

Davu)Mj£AD./ 


Dsposmoir.'^No.  8. 

Korthumbeirlaiid  County. Ss. 

-  Persoaally  appeared-  before  me  the  mbseriber  one  of  the  JnstMei 
«f -the  peeee  in  4nd  for  said  Ocnnty,  Danid  SmarUf  who  bekg  daiy 
fwem  dokh  depose  and  say,  that  on  the  Twenlsy  fieoond  Inatent'a 
€hkag  of  ^Twehe  of  the  Oofineoticut  Chumante  came  to  the  house  df 
this  Deponant  with  arms  Thretning  the  Family  so  that  hi&wifi8;ia 
in  a  situation,  thai  her  life  is  ahnost  despaired  of,  ordering  them 
Immediately,  ent  of  Booifas,  That  he  has  been  Plundered  of  the  most 
of  his  fifhefs  so>  that  his  Aunily  id  almost  naked,  himself  much  beat 
and  abused  and  hailed  out  of  Poors  by  the  hare  of  his  head,  when 
tbe  Deponant  asked  what  authority  they  had  for  their  Proceedings, 
when  tbe  Officer  of  the  Party  Produced  his  -Precept  Issued  ^ 
Ebenezer  Johnson^  their  Commanding,  officer^  and  one  ^  their 
Committee,  Chosen  by  said  Clamiants  at  their  General  Meeting,  and 
further  saith  not. 

DANIEL  swart: 
Sworn  &  subscribed  before  ^ 
)ne^  March  25th,  1786; 

David  Mmaik 


:] 


IkaosmDORH-rNo.  4» 

Northtim'd  Oonnty  Sb.  * 

.  Pec8^iia%i^p4r^  Wofe  iQie^  tie  snI»oriber»  one  of  Ae  < 

of  ft^  peace  ia  ^d  for  said  Coantji  Johfi  Cartrighlf  who         _ 

duljiBWom  dot&  depose  and  say,  tha<(  on  the  Twenty  Eighth  InataiS 

a  C^aog  of  the  Oonnectieat  Fbrty  Game  to  his  hoos  and  Bobed  Us 

Easily  of  his  Oov^  and  also  Took  what  little  hay  and  oats  he  had, 

and  them  Oanried  away,  also,  have  ordered  him  to  be  ffoan  in  Thzee 

pays,  or  all  hia  Effects  fhpu'd  be  made  a  prise  oj^  and  fnilJMr 

aaith  noi.  his 

JOHN  K  CABTRIGHT. 
mack. 
Sw/om  &  sabseribed  before") 
me,  March  SOth,  1785* 


T>AyjJ>,  Mkad. 


i 


1785. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  QenenJ  Assembly,  Thursdajv  March  Slst,  1785— A.  X. 
The  Beport  of  the  Committee  read|  March  26th  on  Ihe  petitkM 
of  divers  inhabitants  of  the  Gountieg  of  Backs  and  NortluaBplQBy 
was  read  the  second  time,  whexenpon. 

Besolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  this  Stale  to 
ascertain  the  Islands  in  the  Biyer  Pebwart  (in  oonjtmction  with 
those  appointed  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey)  be  aatiionned  sad 
instmcted  to  examine  the  said  Biver  and  its  navigaUe  braaehes  in 
this  ai&tey  in  IregBid  to  tim  MvigatiM  of  tbein^  a^ 
hieton  Moantakifand  makeretibrt  to  thk  Honseaf  the  piaolswiMHi 
and  exponee  that  may  oecur  m  improving  the  saae  ;  and  faithary 
Ihat-die  Supreme  Bzeontive  Goonou  be  desixel  to  infiMn  the  Oe^ 
emorof  New  Jersey  of  tiiis  lesohitien. 

•  Extract  from  the  Minwtei. 
SAH'L  BBYAN, 
Olerk  of  the  Oeneml  Aieemhly. 


llESQLUTiVON  OV  QXKKAIi  AaBBMBTaT-^-BoUHPAEY  N»  T.,  1785. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. — In  General  Assembly, 

Thursday,  March  31, 1785^  A.  M. 
Tta  mi^ion  t«9&'  yesterday  was  read  the  second  time  and  adopted 
as  follows,  (vis. :) 

Whereas,  it  appears  by  documents  and  pape^.hdd  be£m  this 
QenenJ  AMembly«  that  Uie  Legislafnsf  .of  Uu)  ^W^  of  New  Tiork 


KKHNBYimKIA  ISOEIVXS  VtiSl  m 

kav«:bjk^pn^UflDrtkeriibiHgim4sr9iarkin|;  and  i^rikiulDff 
11m  boudaiT  tiae  betwaem  tlM  OouBaMmmftlth  ef  Pennsjltania  imS 
the  State  of  New  York,  so  that  tlm  sane  iMrf  be  tke  fixed  9txi 
permnuBii  line  of  jnnadieftibB  between  tiie  nid  Steles. 

iieeolved,  tkst  ihe  leaolttikm  of  the  fifteendi  day  ef  September, 
1788,  i)ii  appointing  OommiaBio&ere  for  oertain  pvrposte  therein 
nentiooied  and  the  reeolution  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  February  last,* 
for  enhursing  the  poweie  of  the  Commisaioneni  appointed  in  pnnra- 
anoe  ef  uie  said  reaoive  of  the  fifkeenth  day  of  September  albreeaidi 
aa  aa  to  enable  them  to  ma  out  and  ma^  a  temporary  line  of  inris^ 
diction  between  this  Sta^  and  the  State  of  New  York,  be,  and  the 
aame  hereby  are,  rescinded  and  made  null  and  Toid. 

Besolved,  that  the  Executive  Council  be,  and  the  said  Council  is 
hereby  empowered  to  draw  orders  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Stete  for 
the  payment  of  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  appear  to  be  due 
to  each  of  the  said  Commissioners  for  any  serrioes  due  or  expences 
borne  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  under  their  appointment  as  idbresaid. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

J.  8HALLUS, 
Aaa't  Gkck  of  the  Geneial  Assembly. 


SXORETABT  AbMSTBONG  TO  ASSSMBLT,  1785.  / 

In  Council,  4th  April,  1785. 
A  letter  from  David  Mead,  Esq.,  with  its  enclosures,  was  read,  & 
anorier  takeH'  t|iat  tbey  be  transmitted  to  the  Hon.  The  Oen. 
AjBsembly. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 

Hon'ble  John  Bayard,  Esquire,  speaker  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly 


Rx80X.xrTi.0N  ov  GxNxnAJi  AssxuBLT. — ^Dunxs,  1785. 

Stete  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Friday  April  8th,  1785,  A.  M. 
'  A  Member  presented  to  the  Chair  a  motloE  which  waa  read^  and 
ihe  same  being  considered,  was  adopted  as  follows,  viz. 

Whereas  it  app^ara  by  the  Hcpart  of  a  Oommittce  of  this  Honsdi 
that  large  sums  of  money  rcmsun  due  to  the  State,  on  Bonds  takca  by 
the  Collector  of  the  Caatoms,  which  by  the  tenor  and  condiiion  of 
the  sidd  Bonds  respectively  became  due  and  payable  at  yariuug 
|>eriods  now  past. 

*  8efpaga412. 


m       tmmwxuTAsaLk  axobiweb  itsbl 


.  An4:WhoM4it  bim|u]ttto^«ldL.«eotaMrytfuA 

ijhmii^  be  8|i4e4Uj  pftid  wi  ool&Ud  in  ofder  temmnter  tkm  i 

'  Resolved,  That  &  Supreme  fisecvim  Ooviioa  ba  and  «^  se 
beieby  desired  to  order  the  said  OoUeclor  tooeehiB  ntoiQfli  dOi^BMi 
ift  obUdu  pajneat  of  aU  the  Baid  aneiiUBay  tad  if  aoj  of  tfieini 
anearagae  now  due,  sliaU  reinaia  nnpaid .  oa  the  firat  dmy  of  Jaat 
aezt^  %t  the  aaid  CoUeotor  be  directed  ferthwitk  to  pat  iba  Boadi 
oa.  which  aaoh  monies  ah^  be  so  dae  into  the  haada  of  the  AtiaiMf 
£bf»eral  to  be  proseooted  upon,  without  delay  or  legp&tiL  ci  penaaa 
Ezteact  from  ^e  Miaatea, 

SAM'L  BRYAN, 
.  Clerk  of  the  Qea'lAaaemUj. 


Chas.  Yahcouvxr  to  Pass.  Dicxjuaoa,  1785. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  litwrty  of  troubling  yon  with  the  Conditions  of  a  ^ 

aow  ia  grakt  forwardneaa,  aiad  iatended  for  speedy  pablicatfoa. 
Should  it  meet  with  your  approbation  the  &Tour  of  your  eneoaiage- 
ment  and  patronage  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  him  who  ii 
with  the  groaieat 

.    .   respect  Sir;  your  much  obliged 

obedient  Serrantj    . 

'  CHARLES  VANOOUVER. 

Philadelphia,  2l6t  April,  1786. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  John  Dicl^inson,  Esqr. 


Wm.  BaADroBD,  Jr.  to  Pass.  Dickinsoit,  1785. 

T&ird  Street,  April  25th,  1785. 
Sir,  ■•:•••.... 

I^beg^eave  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  that  the 
trial  of  the  Ejectment  brought  by' the  Children  of  Andrew  Alien  for 
the  recovery  of  a  tract  of  Land  commonly  called  the  big  spring  traet| 
will  come  on  kt  Reading,  oU  the  24th  of  next  month.  In  this  oaaae 
the  Commonwealth  is  the  real  defendant ;  the  Land  in  controvert 
hav^g  been  seized  as  the  property  of  Andrew  Allen,  who  stands  at- 
tainted by  act  of  Assambly,  &  sold  by  Agents  for  forfeited  EeUtes, 
Accordingly  the  Council  undertook  the  defenee  and  retained  Hr. 
Reed  with  me  to  conduct  it.  His  absence  from  the  State  prevenfed 
an  early  trial,  and  his  death  iuM  d^prired  the  state  of  his  seryioea 


I.  would  wibiiiit  i%  j^nr  BSiMUeiioy  «iid  the  Gonnd^'tiie  pibprif^ty  dr 
supplying  the  place  of  Mr.  Reed  with  some  other  Gentleman  of  ^ 
Hswt  C&B  tahie  of  the  iiaiid  In^  ooatitiyerqr  is  v^  Considerable  & 
ike  «ati8e  isTblTeg  in  itrqneBtiwis  0f  impbrta&ce;  '    '< 

On  the  trial  of  thia  Cause  the  testimony  of  Mr/  Trihitie  en  thi 
fvrt  of  the  Staie  irill  be  Beceisaty  to  tbe  defenise:  1  mast  request 
ihat  Gonnoil  will  dispenoe  with  his  absence  a  few  days  on  thai 
oooaaaion. 

'  I  woald  also  take  the  Libelrty  ^f  Temindittg  your  Biteslleney  of 
my  application  for  information  respecting  the  charges  against  AmtM 
tWilliams  who  was  spprehended  under  a  proclamation  issued  hi 
OcnuMsil.  It  will  be  necessary  to  proceed  against  him  in  the  ordi^ 
aacT  Oonvse  of  Justice  at  the  next  Oonrt' of  Oyer  A  Terminer^  or  he 
irill  be  intitled  to  his  discharge. 

-  I  beff  your  EzceU'y  ft  the  Council  will  be  pleased  to' fayor  m^ 
witli  a  draught  upon  the  Treasurer  for  £100  on  account  of  my  salary 
wM  Attorney  Qeneral,  being  less  than  itf  due  to  me  on  that  aceeutil^. 
I  BSUfit  also  request  to  bis  fkroM  ^with^any  papcfrs  in  the  poMs^ 
eion  of  Council,  respecting  the  misconduct  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Laaoaeter  Election^  which  may  be  of  service  in  the  prosecution 
which  T  have  been  directed  by  the  State  to  commence  acainst  them. 
I  shall  leave  Philadelphia  on  that  business  about  the  6th  of  ^nezt 
month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 

with  sentiments  of  the  most 

perfect  respect  your  Ezcell'y.  ,  i 

moatObed'tServ't, 
.  WM.  BBADFOBD,  Ja.  . 

Directed  f 
\    To  Hii.Exoett^  J^hu  Dickinson. 


Proposals  for  BtJiLDiNa  THt  Pnss  at, Marcus  Hpo?:,   - 
*    •   '  '  1785.  '      '■.       •' 

The  PlKinosahi  for  Buildingthe  Peirsat  Marais  Hook  An  Pollew«. 

Fir8t.-r<)ne  Peer  to  be  sunk  opposite  Bobeirt '  MMilleM  Wharf 
sixty  feettong  by  twenty  mx,  feet  widtiat  the  Top,  the  space  left 
between  St  &  Sd.  Moulders  Wharf  forty  feet  Sleepers  to  laid  over 
this  space  and  Planked  with  White  Oak  Pknk  of  Two  Inches  &  a 
half  Thick,  ' 

Second.— One  other  Peer  to  be  sank  opposite  the  above  Peer  at 
the  Distance  of  Thirty  Feet,  Seventy  feet  Ions  &  Thirty  feet  wide 
at  the  Top,  sleepers  to  be  laid  over  as  above  a  Planked  &c. 

Third. — ^Two  Peers  to  be  sunk  opposite  William  Bums's  wharf 
being  of  Equal  Dimentions  In  length  Breadth  and  Distances  or  space 
between  them  likewise  Sleepered  &o.,  Plank'd  as  the  Peers  above 
mentioned. 


m       jamf9:B4Vimi^  juuaami  u». 


^69  &«t  wide  oa  the  South  mi^  SaLivaikkg  io  Ui«  Aosft  of  mM 

,,  Fiftb~IUirhoIe«v«fk.4o  be  ovtatplMiteljr  KnklMi  ia  a 
xnanlike  manner  with  tfce  tiuw  Sapper  fiofuids  of  Hwarlm 
While  Oik  I^. 

And^  I  Do  Enffago  lo  find  Btoit  of  ibe  Material,  Kmber,  Ins 
Workj  Stone  &  wi«g»  Wotfkmati^ip  &e.,  *c.»  dso  to  ComplBi* 
the  four  Peers  bo  as  to  be  ready  for  the  Reception  &  Comnig  ef 
the  SUppiaj;  Oie  Bnsuiog  whmUt.  I  Likewise  ahail  &  will  nab 
fpaitabla  and  proper  Ezerttotte  aeeording  to  time  for  to  Oonf~ 
the  whole  if  Possibley  For  the  miU  of  Fonr  Thonaaikl  uad 

hundred  PDundB  Speoiey  To  be  paid  in  the  following 

Seven  hiMidind  &.  fift^  I^HUide  Bown^  one  Thoosand  Poimda  when 
the  two  first  Peers  are  snnk,  also  on»  Thoniuid  Pon&da  «t  Sinking 
the^wo'LastPeersi  ThdSwm  of  Fi^e  hoadred  Potinds  when  Ihe 
fo^r  PeefTS  ai9  Bai^  d  abo^e  h%h  water  &))ropertioDallj  filfd,  live 
Hundred  Ponnds  aaore  when  the  6d.  Peers  are  Complentod  A  ths 
Sam  oi  three  himdred  ft  flftj  Amnds  when  the  whole  wwdk  is 
Fiaiphed. 

THOMAS  DAVB. 


Agbsbment. 

Philadelphia,  ss. 

In  Consideration  of  an  order  thb  Day  drawn  bj  The  Snprew 
EzadntlvelOooneil  npon  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  pajaUe  to  Urn 
Wardens  of  the  City  in  my  favor. 

I  Thomas  Davis  do  hereby  agree  with  tiie  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  to  build  &  erect  t^  J^eers  mentioned  in  the  other 
parts  of  tills  paperin  the  Mann^  therein  mentioned  and  aoccKding 
to  the  Ptatt  which  I  have  this  day  signed.  The  piers  to  be  so  6r 
carried  on  &  made  this  Spring  as  to  be  sufficient  for  reoeiYing  k 
peotidottng  the  Shippiiig  next  winter  and  Hie  whde  wnk  to  be 
'*eoitiIi|eal«i  en  or  before  the  first  Day  of  September  17S& 

WItaas  vij  Hand  ft  Seal  ihis  fetevetfth  Day  of  May  1795. 

THOMAS  DATIS. 

Witnesses. 

JodN  ABMsntowe^  Jr., 
Jamjss  Trimbub. 


Sail*  DWjiJT  *o  Pees.' bicKiNsoN,' 1785,  ' 

(!!ast6m  Houfle,  7th  Jane.  1785 
Sir, 

I  beff  you  tnaj  iafocai  The  HonAomUfe  the  Sapreme  Executive 
Goaneii,  That  in  obe4ienoe  tQ  Their  order  of  the  13th  of  April  last 
applioatien  was  peraonall^  nu^e  and  notices  as  inclosed*  delivered  to 
each  person  indebted  W  duties.*  t 

That  the  resolntions-of  the  Honse  as  tnuisferred  bj  order  of  the 
13th  May,  I  had  inserted  in  the  different  news  papers. 

That  considerable  sams  have  been  paid  in,  yet  many  persons  are  in 
arrear,  a  list  of  whom^  The  Clerks  are  now  drawing  for  the'in- 
spection  of  Gonncil. 

Many  nromises  to  pay  in  a  few  days^  complainixig  they  cannot 
receive  their  interest  as  the  Continentid  Loan  Officer  is  not  yet 
supplied  with  Gash  sufficient  and  the  g^reat  scarcity  of  money  la 
maae  the  (General  Excuse. 

X  Kecfuelt  tfa«  luither  directions  of  the  Honourable  Council. 
And  am  Sir,  with  Respect, 

your  ob^dieint  humble  Servant, 

SflAAP  DBLAN7i  Colli.  ,. 

Qtal*  Arm9<v<mg»  Seescrtaly  «f  Tbt  Honhle.  Tha  Saittemti  E^h 
cutive  Oomkeil.  » 


I>BL9QiiT98  IH  GoitqmBSS  TO    PbES.   DiOKINBON,  1785. 

New  York,  17th  Aug.  1786. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellenov  the  Report 
-if  the  Secretary  for  fonigii  AiRiirs  on  &e  subject  of  uie  Comfflaiit 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Shields  wnich  your  Exoslleiicy  was  pleased'  to  trans- 
jnit  to  us. 

Previously  to  our  laying  this  Complaint  before  Confess,  we  took 
occasion  to  communicate  the  same  to  Mr.  Qardoqui  in  a  private 
way.  He  assured  us  of  his  Desire  to  be  Instnamental  in  oerreotixig 
>the  abuse  complained  of,  but  that  he  could  not  interfere  in  the 
Biusines^  unless  it  should  come  to  him  officially.  We  tberefofo 
flonoeived  it  to  be  ov  Ihity  to  lay  the  Papery  before  Congr^j  wl>o 

♦  Bee  page  711.  ' 


«1C  jmSSteU^MfUL  HOHIVIB  17«S; 

wen  pleaaed  to  refer  them  to  tiie  Seoretaiy.  for  fov^f^gn 
take  order, 

^  YTe  have  the  Honor  ip  be, 

with  great  Bespect,  your  EzceDenej, 
most  obecBMit  Jk  most  huhdde  Semnis, 

DAVID  JACKSON, 
^'  CHA.  PBTTIT. 

Ihireeied, 

Hfa  Excellency  John  Dickinson  Esqnire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


?: 


Pree  C  Pettit 


Resolution  ov  Gongbxbs — WYouiNa,  1785. 

B/  the  tJnited  States,  in  Congress  assembled ; 

September  21,  178& 

Whereas,  the  petitioif  of  Zebnion  Butler  and  others  daimiiig  pii- 
▼ate  riffht  of  sou  nnder  the  State  of  Gonnectloat  and  withhi  iht 
JatiadStion  xX  the.  Oemiiionwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  doth  not  ds- 
scribe  with  sufficient  certainty  the  tract  of  Land  claimed  hf  the  ssid 
-ZebuUm  Bptlera&d  others,  nor  partioideiftyiiaiiQa  the  privste  wAwem 
claims  under  jrranta  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylnuiia, 

Eesolved,  That  the  Resolutions  of  Gonmss  of  the  23d  dav  of 
January,  1784,  relative  to  thcT claim  of  Zebulon  Butler  and  otben, 
be  and  are  hereby  repealed. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


PBTinoN  ov  Aaron  Doanx,  1785. 

To  His  Hzoellency  the  Preiddnit  ft  the  Hon'ble  the  Sapteoie  Eim- 
ntive  Council  eif  Ae  Common  weal  A  of  Pennsylvania : 

Thp  Petition  of  Aaron  Doane,  a  languishing  Prisoner  in  the  Jail  d 
]    the  City  ft  County  of  Philadelphia, 

Meet  humbly  sheweth. 

That  your  Petitioner  unfortunately  fell  under  the  Suspidon  of 
this  Hon'ble  Board  as  b^ng  an  Accomplice  in  Hie  Robbery  of  the 
^Trfeasurer  of  Buclcs  County  in  the  year  1781,  or  thereabonta,  ftr 
which  supposed  Crime  he  was  caUed-oa  by  a  Proclamation  of  this 
Honorable  Board  to  surrender  himself  a  Prisoner  ft  undergo  his 
Trial  for  the  same.  That  not  being  welladvised  he  neglected  so  to  do 
whereby  he  became  outlawed  or  attainted  ft  with  several  others  wm 
afterwards  apprehended  ft  brought  before  tiie  Hon'ble  the  Sopreme 


not  paas  upon  ufKui  Umj.  tb»t  ]»»FiQg  u«#dyiis^i41^9fiiaji;gd,.k^ 
Time  prescribed  to  expire  without  a  sorreiuler*  of  b«8  Person,  his 
Innocence  of  the  Faot  stood  him  in  no  elea^d  £' not  Wng  able  to 
deny  thai  he  was  the  Person  proscribed  'iktider  his  Nalne  tfadgment 
of  Death  was  accordingly  passed  on  him  &  he  htts  remained  now  in 
Jail  ati^r  a  h4iktj  Load  of  Irons  npwalrd#  ot  &(iiie6i  months.  Your 
Petitioner  most  solemnly  declares  his  Innocence  <tf  the  said  Fact  & 
his  utter  Ignorance  of  the  Time,  manner  is  P^tsomiAho  committed 
the  said  Robberv  except,  frofn  In^vmfitipa  he  has  )md  ijiicf  i  his 
Confinenvent,  and  for  the  I'ruth  of  this  Declaration  he  ^pffifAf  to 
the  Confession  of  Robert  Johnson  Steel  one  of  the  Persons  who 
actoally  was  Ghiilty  A  has  been  pardoned,  who  declared  before  his 
Honor  the  Chief  Justice  &  is  now  ready  to  repeat  it  before  this 
Hon'ble  Board  that  your  Petitioner  was  not  party  nor  privy  to  the 
B*  Rob))mr4 

Tour  Fetitionef  therefore  most  humbly  prays  that  this  Bon'ble 
BoiLrd  will  be  pleas'd  to  take  hiB  Case  into- their  Con^idf r^itioi^  jfc 
'extend  their  Clemency  to  him,  inasmuch  as  so  loi^g  ft  fdpvovf  an 
-Imprisonent  qiay  justly, be  deemed  a  sufficient  attonemenii  for  .'his 
rfegli^enoe  or  Contempt  oif  the  Laws  ox  his  Country  for  vhiob  he 
moat  heartily  begs  PaidoUr  • 

^    •  .     And  f^  Petitioner  will  pverjiray,  &c.>  . 

;  ;.    4^AaON  POA»t*  r 

I^ilad'a  Jail,  Ifon  9tb,  1785.  i  i  if 


J!o  Hi^  Exoalkaay,  ib?  > (i«si4ent  4.,Bpiioai;abla  Ci>\meSi  (f  tiie 
]    3tate  of  PennsyXvania.  ,   I    i.  .      .  t  '  ,   t-  ( 

(Honored  Oenklenen,  ■.<  i  -  -      i 

Ha^iag  latelj  reMvad  Infotnuriioo  llhiit4Ce«latnrAjMroii  DoaiuB 
id nndec.sebtcaa^ ^fineA in.ihe Goal oCPUliddphhy  oil  suspicion 
iof  beidg  in  Clotinaolibn  wlith  thoeemte  nitiM  A^  Tftesni^in  findU 
^Dottnty  in  the  year  17Bl,.We  A4  .iMi]«nigiiti.^or.hbneby  lobmikly 
jjledare  tHadi  the  said  AnoaI)DaMiwas  with iaa)b^'8iix.wtel|0.b6lbtae 
(^he:fober^  was  OoBuniAtadimidi&r.Goii&ifiMito  the  OnetA^  of  Mf. 
/Mm,  Bidgsway  in  New iXdrk ft-  ha: is  ledyluMdBt of  theiCimge 
ddledg'd  agnnat  kim  ea. that  •head^.W  ti».f^«an||rlhui8  lalt)»r  tf 
Hiaai  wa^naot  pwtetid  aaw#  iiaii4  ila  ^teMfkdge  of  bin  pV'Jiis.yM- 
.Medii^  ttuliU  that  he  m»  with:  A  QodfinecU  bM  if  he  }mi:9bp  §it 
at  Lil^rty  before  this  comes  to  hand  we  hope  your  honours  will 

*  See  Col!  ilei.,VoL'Xl[V.,  p.  88^-^93.      ?/l\!^J    t 
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!m  MMMSTtLAHtA  AfiOfitm  1786. 

A6>#  hln  Iieikityy  TOiBsiiiiog  irtfth  ImiDblB  TsspMl  to 
akle  board,  we  aie  jovr  honoiin  Terj  htmble  Borvts., 

Thomas  OaovxBy  Bobxbt  Glat^ 

his 
VfiL,  ^  TB(mAB^  WnuAX  M<»bibok. 

mark. 
Abam  BoiPMt, 
'     Haliikxy  Nora  Bootia,  SWk  VeaW,  1785. 

I  Do  Certify  that  the  above  ia  real  aa  witneaa  my  Hand. 

J.  BXDQWAT, 


PmnpN  RB8PECXING  A  ROAD  IH  N.  L.^   1778. 

9o  the  Honoarable  Bxehard  Fenn,  EaqQirOi  Ueatmatii  Oovenor, 

fte.«  and  the  Coandl  of  the  Province  of  Pioinsvlvaiiia. 

The  Petition  of  divers  Inhabitants  of  the  Cuj  and  Coimty  of 

Philadelphia 

Bespectfnily  sheweth, 

That  in  pnrsnanee  of  an  Order  of  the  Oovemor  and  CovncQ  a 
Bead  hath  been  ktoly  laid  out  from  the  Southernmost  line  of  Jjoi 
belonging  to  the  Estate  of  William  Hastdn^  Ibq.,  Beeeued,  to  tbs 
Oermantown  Road ;  that  the  same  is  well  made  and  will  aooo  bt 
opened  for  the  Use  of  the  Pnblio. 

That  the  old  Public  Road,  laid  out  upwards  of  Sixty  yesn  ag% 
from  Fourth  Street  to  the  pkoe  where  the  said  new  Road  b^;ias,  ■ 
very  much  out  of  Repidri  and  that  tfa6  Supe^i^lBrs  of  the  Highway 
Om  your  PeUtioners  are  informed)  would  have  repaired  it,  if  the 
Penoes  had  beeu  placed  sigreeable  to  tl^  Courses  of  the  said  Bosd, 
but  some  of  them  stand  very  Irregulari  lis  appters'  by  a  Drai^l 
hereunto  annexed,*  in  which  the  dotted  lines  luprsamt  the  Oonnoi 
of  th^  Road  and  the  black  Unes  the  Fenoes  as  they  now  stand. 

That  the  said  Old  Read  cannbt  bei>MpsHyT^Mired  ootil  Ihs 
^Fenoes  are  made  aipeeabie  to  the  Courses  Isbemd^  and  as  ttieOwnen 
of  Land  bounds  1^  the  said  Road  may  dIfieHn  sentimeniarw|feQliat 
the  skid  Counes^  X onr  PotitioBen  Pla^  thtf  Board  wil  be  nisawl 
to  app(ri0t  Men  te  invfapw  the  said  Road  atid  aseeMaio'Cbo  Oonms 
tbsreof.  And  tha*  the  Bopertisors  of  dioHfghwny  for  the  Bbithein 
may  bo  ordered  toalter  the  S^ncas  in  each  manner  as  the 


Liberties  may  ] 

aaid  men^  so  to  be  appokHedy  ahidl  diraot.     Or  that  the<Bcaid  uA 

bepleaaed  to  take  aoeh  other  MeainrBB«a  to  iheu  shall  aeem  mee% 

«  The  plan  here  rsteiod  tola  atti^h^d  to  this  doeumc&ty  hot 
be  iatrodooed. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOfilTES  1781 


W» 


tbr  retiring  to  the  PAlle  ilie  free  m^  ftiH  ttse  of  the  taAi  Beinl, 
Bitty  feel  wide,  as  tt  was  ori^alljr  laid  out 


Sdw.  Penfaigt<niy 
nomas  Moore, 
fijim.  HopkittB, 
Leon,  Snowdon, 
Cbas.  Moore, 
jFofan  Bayard, 
Wm.  Shippen, 
? aopb  Barge, 
"^Hiam  Puaey, 
John  Odonheimer, 
Job.  Howell, 
Plon.  FleesoD, 
Jqo.  Kaighne, 
Tho8.  Lawrence^ 
San^.  Mifflin, 
Joshua  Howell,   ' 
Oborge  Weseott, 
Peter  Dehaven, 
';WUliaiii  Robi^soB, 
WilliDg  Hall, 
Reynold  Keen, 
Uriah  Woolman, 
Rob.  Erwin, 
Richard  Jones, 


G.  G.  Whelpper, 
Jesse  Maris, 
Benj.  Shoemaker^ 
Nath.  Falconer, 
George  Reinliarti 
Joseph  Watklns, 
John  Thomson,^ 
Christ''  Lehman, 
Samuel  Robeson, 
John  Graff, 
Abraham  CarUle, 
Edward  Bittimons, 
,  Joiin  Zellsr, 
itipfau  Biwt^Bt    .  . 
Sam.  8AQ8om>  Jr., 
Fran.  Wade^ 
John  Chevalier, 
David  Potts, 
iDaniel  Montgotpeiy, 
Warwick  Coats, 
Jere.  Warder, 
Joshua  Emlen, 
Joseph  Swift,^ 
James  Riddle, 


Junelsl,  in«.* 
Georae  Mifflin, 
Jo.  Hillb^ni, 
.  Tho.  Miffltn, 
Tho.  Wharton, 
William  Fisher, 
Henry  Drinker, 
Dan.  Beneset, 
1X  etrettell  Jones, 
Tho.  Paschall, 
Win.  Henry, 
Hngb  Roberts, 
Wm.  OeaUf,  Jr., 
John  Parrish, 
l^m.  Preston  Moore, 
Sam.  Barge, 
Thos.  Say, 
John  Parroat, 
Wm.  Wisbaft, 
Bavis  Bassett, 
Jno..  Haworth,  ^^ 

John  Coats, 
Isaac  Coats,       '    ' 
Charles  Meredith. 


Col.  Hublet  to  Pbes..  Reed,  1779. 

Fort  Sullivan,  on  Tioga  branch, 

Angnst  24th,  1779.  ) 
,8ir, 

The  preBent  opportaiiity  offering,  T  could  not  omrait  writiog  to  jour 
Exoelkacy  in  behalf  of  mj  officers  reapectiug  their  CornmUeionR,| 

The  arrangement  was  transmitted  to  jour  ExceUeBCj  bj  Geu'l 
SulUvat]  BOuie  time  aiooe,  Aa  It  was  mutnalTj'  agreed  to  by  tbe 
GenUemea  of  tbe  fegimeatj  1  make  no  doubt  it  Lib  mot  with  your 
ExcelleDcy'a  k  the  Hod*  Body  over  which  you  preside,  approbsitioa. 
Doctor  Eogcfs,  the  bearer  hereof,  will  return  to  na  immediately 
again  ;  I  beg  you  will  p]eaae  to  forward  tbe  Commiesions  by  hilll| 
wbich  will  be  moAt  particularly  acknowledged  by  the  Gentlemen. 

Since  my  lafjt  (from  tbis  place)  BOtbing  mateiml  happened,  ei- 
oepting  tbe  arri?al  of  Qenl  Clinton  from  Outxgo^  situ  ate  on  the 
Head  waters  of  Sasqoehannah,  w  ^  abdiiit.  1400  effeeti)^  n^n.  Since 
the  forming  the  janotMii,  the.^n^^recdved  orders  to  hold  them- 

*  See  Col.  Bee ,  Vol.  X.,  p.  87.    Men  were  appointed  to  reriew  it. 
t  See  Vol.  Vn.,  p.  667. 


^Mlvp  til  r^Mm^Ufrn  mtfA  oa  Uh^oshiw  mmio^-^^-la  be 
▼ided  with  80  days's  pioYisioQ^  Tin  w/mt  of  lliis  Arfeid^  tege 
w^  irHti  tkhffnyuit.of  oloathiog,  &o.,  I  presome  is  the  emuae  of  oar 
making  «Q  short  an  BxottrBioii  (BO  <ct|y8)  thpo'  the  Indian  Ovoftr^ 
Its  jadge4f  M  very  few  of  t&e  SavaM  are  acien  near  thia  plaee,  thej 
are  gathering  in  some  part^of  their  Uoantrji  and  may  probably  ^lo 
na  8omo  oppoaition. 

Sinoe  our  airi?«l  here  wo  baiya  erected  a  Fort,  (Fort  Sidlivan.) 
A  garrison  of  2iM  men  wilt,  be  le£t  during  ,onr  ezenraion  tbro'  (be 
Seneea  Conntrfr. 

For  further  news,  I  beg  lea?e  to  nfer  jonr  Ezoellenej  to  tbe 
Boctor,  who  will  be  ^ble  to  j§pive  yoo  a  jexj  partionbff  aooonnt  of  ibt 
sitoation  of  aSrira  in  this  quarter. 


My  oflioeraand  nnn,  whowerewonndadin  the  notion  of  tbe  I3th^ 
at  Ch^omigi  are  all  likely  to  do  well.* 

I  mikj  with  the  grealMt  raspeoty 

Tonr  Bzeetl/a  most  obdt  serr'ii 

AD'M  HUBLST,  Lt.  CoL  Gom't 
II  P.  B^t 

His  Bzceneney  Joseph  Beed,  Bsqr.,  Presid?!  of  the  State  sf 
Penna.|  Philadelphia. 
Fa?oid1i  Da?'d  Sogers. 


BxY.  Jamxs  Spboulxo  GouNoiLy  1780. 
To  the  Hon'ble  BrecatiYe  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsyh 

Oentlemeni 

.  By  a  resolre  of  Oonmas^  l^Tember  26, 1779,— Oloathing  wis 
granted  for  ofioers  in  toe  medical  staff,  and  being  si^ed  by  ths 
director  Genl.,  snob  cloathbo;  shoald  be  deliver^,  either  by  tht 
olothier  cen'l  or  any  sab-clothier  in  the  State  in  which  the  oflieer  to 
,receiYe  cloatbing  shall  reside. 

And  whereas  the  sub-clothier  of  this  State,  eannot  isine  any 
voloathing  without  an  order  from  jrour  hoo'ble  Board,  it  is  earnestly 
desired  that  your  Hon'r  would  issue  an  order  to  the  snb-elothier 
^of  this  StatSi  to  deli?er  sueh  cloatbing  as  is  spedfied  by  resolTe  of 
.pongcessi  to  me. 

JAUSS  SPfiOAT,  0.  H.  Chsp.^ 

Philad'a>  Maroh  6tb,  1780. 

*  dee  Vel.  VlL,p.  #8t. 


vmnnservriLSUL  jjtcniviB  ims,        tst 


Arbanobmxnt  or  thi  PENNSTLVAinA  Lnrx,  Januart  17, 1781. 

r^^enl  Qffi9«f8  ia  antiul  mmoe  at  the  time  of  i|iii  nrnoffrnfmi^i 

Major  General. 
Axihnr  St  Gldr^  GommiBrionedy  Feb.  19, 177Z 

Brigadier  OeDerala. 
Anthony  Wayne,  Feb.  21,  1777 

William  Irvine^  May  IS,  177^^ 

N.6.  The  Arrangement  of  the  Artillery  not  haying  oome  to  hand, 
ia  necessarily  omitted. 

Begiatni  of  Cavalry  annexed  to  the  Itto  oflhia  BMeu 
Colonel. 
Stephen  Moylan,  Jan.  8, 177T 

[olaims  rank  by  Brevet,  from  Jnne  5, 1770 

Lientenant  Colotel. 

Benjamin  Temple,  March  61, 177T 

Major. 

More  Fanntleroy,  Angnst  1, 1779 

G«q^taini. 

1  David  Hopkina,  Jan.  21, 1777 

.2  John  Heard,  .  .                   Feb.  8  1778 

8  John  Craig.  Dec  22,  1778 

4  2eb.  Pike,  Dec.  25,  1778 
6  JLarken  Smith,  August  1, 177^ 
6  5enryWmifl,  Ueo  22, 1780 

Lientenanta. 

1  firaamns  Gill,  Deo.  25, 177S 

2  Thomaa  Overton,  July  1, 1779 

5  Laurence  Trant,  Oct.  1^  1779 
4  John  Sullivan,  Oct.  1/1779 

6  Jonah  Hallet,  Oct.  2, 1779 

Lientenant  and  Surgeon. . 
Thomas  H.  M'Calla, 

Surgeon's  Mate.  . 
Joeopfi  Thompson,  '. 

Biding  Master. 
William  Thompson, 

STEPHEN  MOYLAN,  CoL  qon.  h  1^  I. 
Phikdelphia,  Jan.  25,  1781^ 
*  jSee  Yol.  IX..  p.  725,  for  a  return  of  the  officers  of  this  Ihie  Jan«  L 


nKUrSTLYAlilA  ABCHIW  1786. 


First  Bigiioert. 
'  Colonel. 


Dinid  Broadliead, 
T&omas  Bobiimoni 


Major  James  Moore^ 


Committiefied  Sep.  29,  177V 


lieaienant-GoloneL 


Major. 


Oaptuns. 


1  JobiiDaTia(oftfae0di,) 

2  John  Clark  (of  the  SthJ 
a  William  Wilson, 

4  Jaeob  SUke  (of  the  lOtb,) 
6  David  Zeisler, 

6  John  8te^  (of  the  lOth^) 

7  IBheneaor  Canon  (of  the  10th,) 

8  John  MoClellani 

9  Edward  Bnrke  (of  the  11th,) 

Lientenanta. 

^I  William  Feltman  (of  the  10th,) 
2  James  McParland, 
i  William  McDowell, 
4  Sdwaid  Crawford, 
6  Joseph  Banks  (of  the  10th,) 

6  DaTul  Hammond, 

7  Andrew  Johnston, 

8  Joseph  Collier, 

9  Francis  White  (of  the  10th,) 

10  Bobert  Martin,  (do.) 

1 1  Michael  Everlj,  (do.) 

12  James  Campbell, 

Ensigns. 
18  Bobert  Nesbit,  (of  the  10th) 
14  James  Brooks,  ditto. 

Sargeon. 
John  Bogem, 

Surgeon's  Hate. 
John  Bague  (of  die  10th) 


Jane  7,  1777 
Septem.  20,  1777 


N«f«B.  15,  1776 

Feb.  28,  1777 

Hai«h2,1777 

Nov.  12,  1777 

Deo.  8,  1778 

March  23,  1779 

Apra  1|  1779 

October,  1, 1779 

Ootober  2y  1780 


Not.  2, 1777 
Maroh21, 1778 
March  22, 1778 
Match  23, 1778 

June  2, 1778 
Dec  8,  1778 

May  12, 1779 

May  17,  1779 
Angost  2,  1779 

April  1, 1780 
ditto. 

Jnly  11, 1780 


Sept.  15, 1780 
Sept.  15, 1780 


Augoat  19, 1778 


jsmmxbrjmA  Aiemvn,  ll9^ 


m 


Colonel. 

Walter  Stewtrt|  Oommiflfioiiedi  Jonei  17, 1777 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Oakb  North  (of  the  9th,) 


Major. 


James  Hamiltoni 

Captains. 

1  Joseph  McClelland  (<if  the  9th,) 
^2  John  B&nkson, 

8  Samuel  Tolbert, 
'  4  John  Pattetson, 

5  John  Pearson  (of  the  9th,) 

6  Joseph  Finley  (of  the  Sib,) 

7  Andrew  Walker  (of  the  11th,) 

8  William  Lusk  (of  the  7th,) 

9  Samuel  Kennedy  (of  the  7th,) 

Subalterns. 

laeutenanta. 
.  1  Henry  Pieroy, 

2  James  Whitehead, 

.  8  James  Monjs  Jones, 

,  4  William  Moore, 

.  6  Enoch  BecYcs  (of  the  10th,) 

,  6  John  Ward  (of  the  8th,) 

7  JohQ  Strieker, 

8  Henry  J).  Pnrsell, 

9  William  Murren, 
19  John  B.  Tilden, 

11  Antoine  D.  Marcellin, 

il2  George  leEey, 

13  Lieutenant  John  Stotsberry, 

Sargeon. 

Benjamin  Perry, 

Surgeon's-Mate. 

Bdberi  Harris, 

Third  Becomsnt. 


October  28, 1777 

Deo.  10, 1778 

July  16, 1776 

Sept.  26, 1776 

October  2,  1776 

Jan.  1,1777 

Sept.  7, 1777 

Oetober,  20, 1777 

Jan.  28, 1778 

May  12, 1779 

AprU  17, 1780 


March  12,1777 

March  12,  1777 

March  12, 1777 

Apnl  10,  1777 

March  1,  1778 

April  2, 1779 

May  1, 1779 

Sept.  3, 1779 

May  19, 1779 

May28,177» 

Sept.  21, 1779 

Sept.  21, 1779 


July  10, 1777 
Anguit.  1, 1777 


Thomas  Oraig, 


Colonel. 

OommiarioDad,  Angisi  1, 1777 


m 


tssssamMA  jmattmn/m. 


Josiali  HarmeTi 
William  AlezandeTi 


UMletuiM  CMmmI: 
"'•    Uajar. 
Oaptaini. 


1  James  Christiey 

2  Inaao  6.  DaDn, 

8  iwirtenoe  KeeDe,    (of  the  llth,) 
4  Oeorfle  MoCnllvi  .    ' 

;  >4bM£am  a.  Claypoole,    (c^  tba  lUk^ 

• .  6  Wiptam  S^TotLi,    (of  the  4«h,) 

, ,  7  4o^n  Henaw^son^ 

'  8  ^ohn  Uarshalli 

..ft  Saanel  Brady,    (of  the  8th,) 

*  v'  BTJBALTtRML 

j^  LleatMiaiits* 

(  1  P'anfel  St/Clair, 

2  Percival  Bailer, 

8  Blackall  W.  Ball, 

4  Andrew  Engle, 
,.£  James  Pettigrew      (of  the  11,)' 
:  fi.  J6|i^  ArmatroDg, 
.1 7'  Kic|;iard  Fullerton, 
:8'.  Joiiti  Wifftoun,  t 

•  9  Pet^  Si^h,  ,    . 

lO  Jaeob  Vrhitiel    (of  the  llth,) 
111  fod>ert  AlIiaoD,    (of  the  llth, 
12  FliiHsis  Thorabnry    (of  the  11  th,) 
18*  Samuel  Read    (of  the  llth,) 


iH,  Peter  X/onninghamy 
^lekah^  Stewart, 
^bert  Wharry, 


*  BlURgll. 

Surgeon.      , 
Sorgeon's-Hate. 


Jiiiie6^  1777 

Aprn  17,  17S0 

Aogost  9,  1776 

October  4,  1776 

Jn.  12,  ITU 

October  20,  1777 

Jane  10,  1778 

May  12, 1779 
AugortlS,  1779 
August  3y  1779 


April  1, 1777 

SepL  1, 1777 

Sept.  11, 1778 

Deo.  20, 1778 

Ajpril  18, 1779 

•  Mayl2,l7J9 

May  12, 1779 

AognBt  IS,  1779 

Angittt  18, 1779 

March  11, 17M 

March  16, 1790 

May  25, 1780 

Ooi.  2, 1780 

Jnly,  1,1770 
October  16, 1719 
Jane  20, 1779 


Fourth  Rsqimxnt. 

Uentenaftt-Coloaet  Dbmmandant 

TV3Il](Jbi%|tleft,  Commi8sionelJ«L'£i}  17IB 

Majori.  ' 

Frederick  Yemon    (of  the  8th)'  Jane  7, 1777 

:Bfin,EiMnk  .(nfteUth,)  .Sao.  M,  ITS 


vttnsKKKVMSiA  ^jutemrmr  4n5. 


B  Upkn  JLlBxander,    (of  the  7th,  )    . 
^  lAletaiide^  Parker    (of  the  7th,) 
A  811A1WI  llbntgomery    (of  the  7th) 
B  AodMr  IMne    (of  the  7th,) 
B  7iMi4»  Oainahao    (of  the  8th,) 
T  Hetity,  B^er, 
S  WflBm  Sendereoiiy 
O  Th0ftia^Oampbell| 


.  I  Ba^ftnel  Brison    (of  the  7th,) 
2  JmOb  M'Michael    (of  the  7th,) 

8  Qwtl»t  Stidiford, 
4  Gtooige  Blower, 

*  Q.Ei^urint  Beatty, 

0  Peter  S«wU9Gr8| 

7  George  Boas, 
I  9  Bohert  Pejbles    (of  the  7th,) 

9  Ja^nee  AIQlegan    (of  the  7tb,) 
10  John  JfoCttllam    (of  the  7th,) 
ill  Johs  Hughes    (of  the  7th,) 
12  Wflder  Beyins, 

18  Jo.hD  Pi»tt^ 
14  Heory  HodIj, 


15  Andrew  Henderson, 

iWiUim  Mag|w, 
fofcfiWiikini 

Hichard  Batler, 
Francis  Mentges, 
Thomas  Ld.  Moore, 


Surgeon. 
Saig90B'«p)^te. 


~9,ltn 

Mweti^SO,  1777 

diMK  '- 

diMe] 

April  18, 1777 

May  15, 1778 

May  16, 1778 

ttm.  1, 17B1 


J«iM,S0,1777 
'Oeiol>«Al-77 
Maj  1ft,  1778 
J«m2,17?8 
Jn*  2,1778 
J«im4,1778 

April  16, 1779 

April  10,1779 
ditto. 

Ayril  26, 1779 
Migr  11, 1779 

Jany.  1, 178«J» 
July  4, 1779 


Jvne  15,  l7^^ 


F;n9  Bkgimsht. 

Colonel.  -     '    I 

Gommianoned  Jane  7,  177t 
lieutenant-Colonel. 

October  9,  1778 

Major. 

May;i2,  1779 


*  This  date  is  written  and  not  printed  as  the  tM  are. 
31* 


T»        .mmnrtTAifljL  /Awmmat  rt». 


'  1  TtooMlB.  BoweD,    (of  the  9th)  Sift  S,  1776 

'.  a  BeojafeHB  Bartholomew*    ,  Get.  S,  17T6 

.  8  John  GhriHie,  Ook  2S,  1776 

4  Smnel  Smith,  JUiak  1,  1777 

5  leiae  Seelj,  S^fH.  30,  ITH 
.  «  Tklim  Boade,  Sept.  2S,  ITH 

7  John  FlBlej,        (of  the  8th)  Ooi.  22,  1777 

8  JobVenoD.  JuaelS,  1779 
1  9  Willkm  Yanlear,        (of  the  9th)  Oofc.  10,  1779 

.  8«BA»riBM. 


:  1  Levi  Orifiih,  Jma.  1,  1777 

'  2  John  Harper,  ditto 

8  George  North,  dfitio 

4  Jsnefl  M'CuUoagh,  ditto 

'  6  Andrew  Ljttle,  Jan.  20,  1777 

6  John  M'Kinnej,        (of  the  9th)  Mareh  18,  1778 

7  David  Marshall,  Nor.  5,  1778 

8  Ephraim  Donglaa,        (of  the  9th)  Jan.  20,  1779 

9  Edward  Rntter,        (of  the  9th)  Jan.  28,  1779 

10  John  Bigham,  Feb.  1,  177* 

11  Abner  M.  Dnnn,        (of  the  9th)  May  81,  177» 

12  Benjatem  Marshall,  Jnne  18,  1779 

13  Llewellyn  Davie        (of  the  9th)  Angnst  10,  1779 

14  Nathaniel  Smith,        (of  the  9th)  ditto 
16  David  M'Knight,        (of  the  9th)  ditto 

Ensigns. 

16  James  Oilohris^  Jnly  1,  1779 

17  Joseph  Irwin,  Joly  20,  1780 

18  Joseph  Keed,  Jnly  20,  1780 

'     Snrgeott. 

Jamea  Davidson,  April  5,  1777 

Surgeon^s  Mate.' 

Kohard  Allison,  March  16,  1778 

Sixth  Begiiceiit, 

Colonel. 

Bichard  Hnmpton,               Commiasioned  October  1,  1776 

Lientenant-Oolonel. 

Stephen  Bayard,  Sept  28,  1777 


mNnrLmuHA  AaoBXfw  ith. 


»f 


Major. 


TmmmWiVf.. 

:  '.    .    • 

OotQl^28,  1777 

•    '      \        / 

Okptains. 

1  John  Dojle, 

2  Walter  Pinoey, 

.  - 

July  16,  1776 

AngOBt  10,  1776 

8  Robert  Wilkio, 

Ootober  10,  1776 

4  George  Bosh,        (of  the  llth) 

Jan.  18,  1777 

6  Jacob  Hnmphr^i 

Feb.  16,  1777 

0  Jaoob  Bowie, 

ditto 

7  i€km  Crawford, 

(ofOie^tb) 

Avgnit  16,  1779 
Mareh  1,  1786 

8  Robert  Patton, 

(of  the  10th) 

9  Jemaiah  Jaekaon, 

(of  the  llth) 

SVBALTMKtia. 

Lientenanti. 

Muck  16,  1780 

1  Edward  Horonden, 

Fek,  16,  1777 

2  James  GibboDSy 

(Captain  Brevett) 

ditto 

.  8  James  Glentworth, 

ditto 

4  Benjamin -LodgSy 

Oetober  11,  1777 

6  Stewart  Herbert, 

Jan.  9,  1778 

6  John  HahoD        (of  the  llth) 

Jnne  1,  177« 

.  7  James  F.  MTbersoD, 

Jan.  16,  1779 

8  Samuel  Mqrisoii, 

(of  the  llth) 

Feb.  18,  1779 

9  Thomas  Doyle, 

March  16,  1779 

10  John  MaoleUnd, 

Jnly  1,  1779 

11  William  HnsKm, 

Second  Lientenani 

Feb.  24,  1780 

12  Sdward  Speer, 

Enslgna. 

Fob.  7,  1778 

18  Thomas  Dongaii. 

Jwo  2,  1778 

14  Smiky  Dizoa, 

AttgBBt26y  1779 

lb  Joha  Hamphiey, 

ditto 

16  John  Yaneonrly 

(of  the  10th) 
Surgeon. 

Sept  16,  1786 

Joha  M'Dowell, 

Snrgeon's  M&t«. 

Feb.  6,  1778 

Biekial  Downey, 

Sep.  11,  1786 

I  do  Gertifyi  that  die.  foregoing  List  of  OADers,  is  the  maaaer  fti 
wUeh  fchey  are  Anaaged  in  the  Six  Begimeats  of  labntiyi  beloagiag 


io  ifae  Stota  of  PennsylTiiik;  ^tq^tfier  with  tbeir  Bank  and 
of  Commiasiona. 

0f^  ftt  TreniOD,  thh  20th  day  of  Janoftiyy  IVM. 

.'•      4inrH0NT  WAYNE,  B.  O. 


)Pl«W   ^HD  Ili^RUCTIONS    FOB  BeCBUIXINQ    THB  PKinHSlX*- 
VAH14.  t^KB* 

Philadelphia,  Janiuaj  32,  1781. 
'    2Vriil^;nun/%re  tobeseveii  ^koai  nf .  Begviwrtal  BBnAwoii^ 

^  --  OiQ  ttgknitti  of  artillery,  aiuNiMTlMPVy 

Tbe  Firat  regiment  of  infantry,  at  Torktown, 

Seoond        do.        .  at  Tellowsprm^^ 

Third  do.  at  Eaalon, 

Fourth         do.  at  Carlisle, 

*..•    KfA  do.  .  air 

Sixth  do.  «t: 


Philadelphia  not  to  be  a  regimental  rendeiyjtta  te  any  noaeal^ 
1ml  open  to  Mailing  partiea,  under  the  dvaotfoii  of  Ooloael 
Hiehola;  aad  the  reoruiting  at  the  regimental  randestMH  Io  ha 
Under  tbo  direction  of  tbe  oommandiBg  leU  offiaer  preaeKi.  A 
tfeld  offteriof  each  regiment  to  reside  at  tboragitteiital  rondMrooi^ 
lAieh  ia  to  be  the  qnartera  of  thedfiaefa  of  tSm  logiBieDt^  and  ia 
iphioh  Ae  nornita  are  to  oolleot ;  and  from  whioh  partioo  areta 
Ikimhf'as  the  regiment  fills,  to  the  diviaion  or,fcrigade  leiit^imi^ 
appointed  hy  General  Waahington,  or  tbe  opaMBling  ofioer  i 
tbe  line.  At  which  plao^  ayaother  field  oflloer  ia  to  attend,  to  reeeiva 
thei jMTtiea  aa  they  arriYe.' 

Accndfyf  The  bounty  money  to  be  depoaitad  la  thohaada  d 
some  civil  magistrate,  or  other  peraopi  appointed  by  the  Preaideat 
or  Vice  Preaident  in  Gonnoil,  at  auoh  plaoes  aa  they  may  direeC^ 
irho  ia-to  iMike  payment  to  every  recruit  bron^  or  aena  to  him  bf 
anv'oCoeivaad  take  bia receipt  therefor;  hia  mlialiboat  besagikat 
duly  Agned,  and  hia  attestation  taken,  aeoordiqg  to  tko  fni-heraia- 
^aftelr  pMBOfUMl.  And  in  ordiat  td  avbid  ^uae  pf  faftuo  oofplaiai, 
every  recruit  to  aign  a  duplicate  inlistment,  receipt,  and  attestatioB ; 
of  which,  one  ia  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Preaident  or  Vice  Preaideat 
td  Oouo(»l,  Vie  other  to  remain  with  tbe  commandjfig  oSmt  of  the 
regiment,  to  which  such  aoldi^  ^ball  belong. 

Thtrdfyj  For  the  aake'of  re<}rintiiig  Mch  of  the  Begimenta  with 
tefArtUitj  aft  Philadelphia,  Col.  Niohola  to  enffage  aa  Mfiy  of  tl|e 
old  aoldiera  aa  are  willing  to  enlist,  in  the  following  manner,  viz, 
^bey  atofto  (nliBtki  tba'nnaaylvania  Line,  abdai  tbe  limeFaf  aftes> 
jiaiioii,  tbe  ivan^  to  akoaa  tha^rarim^atin  wWahlio  will  jena^  to 
aome  officer  of  whioh  regiment,  Colonel  Nichola  ia  to  deliver  him  aa 


JflBHNBSliVUailA  ABOHLTIB/ EFML  dV 

I  irf  at[li8lii)«d'«riiettithb  tnhaibsr  of  Iteom«aIn  j|&$rwgiaieiit 
wii  ^to  ilii«Qlrfkft«8, 4faej  tre  te  be  ■mraini.  datof  towaiio'thB 

4Qi|»dti'0f  botoff  tsken  up  uid  pimipbed  as  denftera 
t  IbMTlfti^,  ThoM  who  mm  tmiUmtd  in  thi  aerviM|  and  tkoM  wk> 
ahall  DOW  reinliBt.  shall  be  first  settled  with  for  their  amara  mhd 
llAefteaiiltisi,  Ibr  wbf  db  por^se  ^e  aadiloira  wfll  attend.  tb«  rsgimental 
w  di^ioD  vendeavDOs,  as  shall  be  most  oomreniest,  or  as  tka  sane 
«hail  be  dbeeled  bj  tbe  Presideat  or  Yioe^Preaideiit  in  GoaiieiL 

Fifthly  J  Tbe  dkiatbiag  for  the  troops  to  bo  delivwed  in  the  loi- 
tewing  nuRmer,  vis.  To  those  who  havo  coniiaQod  In  the  ser^ce, 
<4r  wIm  shall  now  teinlisl^  at  the  regimoatal  or  dnisioai  rendesroofl^ 
OM  thfe  PrMident  «r  Yiee^PreBident  in  -Qoanoil  shall  dhioot  9  tbs  tiaao 
H9f  delitorf,  to  bo  as  speedj  as.poMible;  and  odt  sKooed  4bo  :fi&oealk 
^'Marofa. 

In  roomitingthe  said  «egi|neot8>  tboofiforaarestnotly  ^oovfi)rm  io 
tb^  lollowiDg  iostmetioDS,  aaid  to  be  awswetablo  out  of  tbeir  own  paj^ 
ton  uujloss  iho-frublip  nay  suataiii^  by  b^eaohof'^By,  or  eith^of 
ibom. 

Firstly,  Tou  are  not  to  inlist,  on  any  pretense,  any  deserters  froiA 
the  British^  Y^rny,  or  aqy  soldie?.  now  belonging  to  any  regiment, 
troop  or  company  in  the  service  of  the  United  States; 

Secondly ,  You  are  carefully  to  oxamine  every  recruit,  before  he 
reeeiv^  bis  bo|inty  nioney,  to  see  that  be  b^s  no  rupture,  lamepesSi 
or  disorder,  that  may  render  him  incapable  of  iioing  soldiers  duty. 

Thirdly^  When  auoh  reoruits  shall  have  engaged,  you  are  to  take 
or  send  Dim  to  one  of  the  Jastic^s  of  the  peace,  hereinafter  men* 
tiooed,  who  finding  Jiim  to  be  aober^  and  having  read  to  him  the 
farm  of  the  mlistmentj  receipt  and  attea tatioti,  is  to  csose  each  recruit 
to  sign  the  emd  iolistmect,  tnd  receipt,  and  then  to  administer  to 
him  the  oath  hereinafter  mentionedj  which  atteatation,  ialistmenl^ 
and  receiptj  the  justice  shall  witness,  and  also  to  eausc  daplicatcs  ti 
be  Bignedj  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  officer  bfforo  mentioaed,  and 
send  the  originals  to  the  Supreme  Exooativo  Council,  as  before 
directed. 

Fourthly,  As  an  encouragement  to  duch  recruit  tmmediately  t0 
inlisty  he  shall,  over  ahd  above  the  pay  and  rations  allowed  by  Con- 
gress, be  entitled  to  a  bounty  of  nine  pounds  state  money : — one 
third  thereof  to  b^  paid  at  the  time  of  his  attestation;  one  third 
within  one  month  after,  and  the  remaiadecen  the  first  of  May ;  to 
one  snit  of  ar^meotals  apnuallyit  three  shirts,  four  pair  of  shoes,  one 
hat^  two  pair  of  overaUa^  and  200  acres  of  land,  at  the  ezpiratiom  of 
the  war.  , 

Fifthly,   (Forms  of  enlistnvents  and  receipts.^ 

Sixthly,  The  officer  engaging  any  discfaai^ed  sdldler  as  a  rechiit, 
jaAd.lh®  inatiQC'  attesting  him,  to  oause  bis  dwhaiige  to  In^tk^ered 
up  and  destroyed,  and  no  forleugh  .to  he  aUowed  any  spkUsT;  unlM 
he  arrives  at  the  regimental  rendezvous.  .     >      <         i 


<nD  .ffBUNBETLTAMIA  ABlMiygB  IfBK 


'Miii^tag  «ffi^r  of  tM  ngiBOBi,  cngBgi^g  a  la^mtlv  Mii  o 
.to  b«  d^  sitettttllMlbn  anj  one  of  the  |«Btaow  bAm 
■hall  be  entitled  to  two  doUiln  tpeoie  or  etoto  moiiej,  «•  ierj 
iBoBfobfl  engaged  in  Pliiladeliilua  nader  GoL  Niohola's 
*aiwaw8  eBoepted* 

EighM^j  Am  ooamSaitfiee  are  eeteUiebed  al  the  eerenl : 
iaiideBV0o%  wheie  the  leeratioff  and .  attesting  the  ■ 
prinoi}iidlj  perfoomed,  there  wiU  be  no  aUomuMe  far 
•moneyi  but  the  offieeie  and  men  provided  vith  rations,  as  asasL 

^^thl^f  To  preveni  impeeitiMiay  by  reoniite  inlietiag  in  i" 
yeginienta — in  ease  any  reeroit  shall  desert  after  being  eHtste^ 
•drertieements  deeeribing  snob  reenait  to  be  immediately  scat  to  the 
several  plaoes  of  rendeatoney  and  pot  np  in  the  most  pnUie  plssss 
of  the  eonntyi  offering  the  reward  allowed  by  the  Act  of  Amtmhlff 


ii%.,  Twen^  ehiUin^in  epeeie,  to  be  paid  by  Oolonel  Nichols^  at 
'  of  the  above  jostioee  elswhere,  and  the  law 


PhUadelphis,  or  ei^ 

to  be  pnt  in  feree  ngainsi  all  thoee  harboQiio^  them,  by  whiek  i 
offender  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  five  pounds  specie  for  every  oliieoes^  i 
be  recovered  before  any  jnatioe  of  tbe  peace. 

JOSBPH  BEED,  IVeMetU^ 


Gov.  Livingston,  op  New  Jebsit,  to  V.  P.  Hoobx,  1782. 

Trenton,  27  April,  1782. 
flfr, 

Since  I  had  the  hooonr  of  writing  to  vonr  Excellency  yesterdajf 
coDceming  Capt.  White,  I  have  received  a  Return  of  the  Pruonot 
taken  by  Capt.  Hyler,  among  whom  Bobert  White  b  one  ft 
returned  as  Captain  of  Uie  Cutter,  &  I  have  authentic  proof  that  bs 
is  the  very  man  whom  you  want  But  unfortunately,  all  those 
Pruoners  were  immediately  sent  on  by  Capt.  Hyler  to  the  Gomii- 
sary  of  Prisoners  at  Elizabethtown,  ana  (the  Enemy  havia| 
ff^reatly  the  advantage  of  us  in  the  number  of  marine  Frisoaas) 
Immediately  sent  to  New  York  for  exchange. . 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect  and  attachment^  % 

yonr  Sxoellenoy'a  meat  obedient^ 

&  very  bumUe  Servant 

WIL.  LIVINQSTOir. 
Directed, 

His  ExosUenoy^  William  Ifoore,  Esqr. 

«  Theforegohig  list,  fte.,  Is  talten  f^m  a  small  printed  pamphlet btsnded 
at  the  time  probabljr  for  dreolaUen  among  the  ofieere. 
t  See  Vol.  IX.,  p.  581. 


MamrvrnjBA  amesteb  vt».       m 


M<MOBTAXi  or  TBM  J^WIBH  0(>ir<»BiaAtrXOfl  OF  PtttLUumMmju 

17*2; 

W«  the  President  ftnd  BepresentatiYes  of  tbe  Jowbb  Congre- 

fktion  in  this  city,  liumblj  beg  leave  to  approach  his  Bxcellenoj  tbf 
rendent  bia  Hooonr  the  Vice  President  and  the  Honouirable  the 
'Szecntive  Coancil  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  congregation  of  Mikve  Israel  /Traelites)  in  this  city,  having 
erected  a  place  of  nnblick  worship  which  they  intend  to  consecrate 
to  the  service  of  Almighty  Qod  to  morrow  afternoon  andj 

As  they  have  ever  professed  themselves  licffc  subjects  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  have  always  acted 
agreeable  thereto,  tbey  Humbly  Omve  the  Protection  and  Counte- 
flsBoe  of  the  Chief  Magjatrates  in  this  State  to  give  Sanetion  to  ^eir 
design,  and  will  deem  themselves  highly  Honoured  by  their  Preeenee 
Id  £a  Synagogpe  whenever  tbey  jnc^  proper  to  favour  them.    . 

The  doors  will  be  open'd  at  3  o'clock  and  the  ^service  will  Qonr 
tiBue  'till  seven. 

<  The  uncertainty  of  the  day  of  conseoralion  was  the  sole  cauae  of 
having  delayed  this  mattet  'till  now,  but  earnestly  hope  it  will  not 
be  thought  too  kte. 

With  Prayers  to  the  Qod  of  Israel  for  the  safety  of  the  United 
States  in  General  and  this  eommonwealih  in  particolar  we  are. 
Gentlemen,  most  BespeetfuUyi 
and  Moat  devotedly, 

In  behalf  of  the  congregation, 

JONAS  PHILLIPS,  President^ 
MICHAEL  GRATZ, 
SOL.  MARAOHE, 
80LM.  MTERS  COHEN, 
SIMON  NATHAN. 
Philadelphia,  12th  September,  1782.'*' 
In  donedf 

1782,  September  12th,  from  the  President  &  others  representing 
the  Congregation  of  Jews  in  the  City,  their  address  to  the  President 
and  Council,  read  in  Council  and  ordered  to  be  filed.f 

«  The  buildingt  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing,  was  no  doubt  the  first  syna- 
gogue erected  in  this  city— on  Cherry  street  between  Third  and  Fourth — and 
.which  in  1824,  gaTO  place  to  the  present  more  spacious  and  elegant  house  of 
Worship.    There  are  now  five  synagogues  in  this  cltj, 

'   t  See  Col  Bee,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  867<^ 


Its        vsstttarurAMaiA  Maaaaray.  um. 

,    iEimUTtf  .S90'T  to  OONiMUBBfl  4ff  JlmKTQB  Si 

I7B8. 

Bj  tha  United  SUte&in  Congtem  asi^bled. 

'  ^Tanniiy  2,  1786. 

prderedf, 

That  the  Secretarjr  of  Oongte^s  report  the  numbtt  of  Statm 
jrhioh  have  compHad  ii\  whole  or  in  part  with  the  reTenue  ^ctea 
of  April  18^  1783'^ — the  recommendation  of  Congress  of  tbe  bum 
date,  for  au  alteration  of  the  8th  of  the  artiolee  of  oonfedcntioa; 
f>ni  the  ael  of  the  30th  of  April,  1784^  recommendmg  the  Teatii^ 
i)f  oertatn  oommerdal  powers  in  Congresse. 

Offiee  af  Seeretaiy  of  Gongtev,  Jmi.  4, 178Sw 
Itt  «bedleiiee  to  the  ord^n  of  OottgreaB|tke  SeoMaiy  of  Coapvi 

ffOpOfly   • 

That  the  verene  0r<tem  of  the  18th  April|  1788,  «oiiaiiti  if 
i«r^  parts. 

Firsty  a  reoommendation  to  the  states  to  invest  the  United  StiliS 
k  OoBicress  assembled,  with  a  power  to  levj  for  the  ose;  of  the 
Uaited  Slater, eertaiBdotlsB  vpoti  goods  imported  into  tiwsiid 
states,  from  any  foreign  port,  island  or  plantation,  to  be  applied  te 
the  disohaige  of  the  iotei-est  and  priaeipal  of  the  debts  ooaineted 
on  the  faith  of  the  [Jtttted  States,  agfeeable  to  the  resolataott  d 
16th  Deoember,U782,  and  not  te  be  eontianed  for  a  bnger  tem 
than  twenty-five  years.  The  ooUe0tors  of  the  duty  to  be  appointed 
by  the  states  reroeotively,  bat  when  sjppointed,  to  be  amenable  to, 
and  removable  by  thd  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  akmsu 
And  in  oase  any  state  ehall  not  make  snob  appointment  within  oos 
month  after  notice  given  for  Khait  pncpose,  the  appointment  may  be 
made  by  the  United  States  in  OpiigrBss  assembled. 
With  tfajs  pprt  of  the  act,  tbe  following  States  have  oomplied. 

New-Hampshire,  by  act  of  let  and  2d  January,  1784. 

Massachosetts,     by  do.      80th  October,    1783. 

Conneotioat,         by  do.  May^  1784. 

New-Jw«y;         by  do.      11th  Jane,        1783. 

Pennsylvania,      by  do.      23d  September,  1783. 

Virginia,  by  do.  October,     1783.  cb.  31. 

North-Carolina,    by  do.  June,  1784. 

North^Carolfna,    by  do.      2l8t  Haith,       1784. 

Bfaode-Tsland,  in  the  tession  of  thebr  legislatare,  in  the  spring  ef 
1785,  passed  an  act  for  levying  the  duties  pointed  out  by  Congress, 
but  have  therein  enacted,  that  the  cotteotors  shall  be  appointed  by 
and  amenable  to  their  general  assembly ;  and  that,  of  the  money 
arising  from  the  duties,  a  certain  sum,  viz. :  8000  dollars,  shall  be 
appropriated  in  their  treasury,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
that  states  proportion  of  the  foreign  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 


Hadi  the  JBMDfliBht  •£  othbr  tezite  ordered  hf  Ihe  eaid  to^  sWi  Im 
«|^(|mplkt«i  4xr.  t]i0  pijneB*  of  the  mteMiof  ihe  inMtid  deU  iiC 
Uee  l3bkM  flMndiM  Mthia  IhMt  stote.  Thk  «et  Ip  Idle  dffbot 
Wmh'  the  oUmmd  States  in  iha  «nioii  agree  to  Ae  eeid  impoaiie  the 
aaoeptafeioQ  iif  Oongveaii  and  have  fmided  otfadr  adeqnafee  l^nd^ 
tar  edD^deAiBg  4iheir  cfiiate  of  1>6QO^OOO  deUan,  acDeiiiiiip  to  ihe 
MqniaitieBJof  Goegpreaa^  of  the  ISth  of  A^,  1783 ;.  butjvitk  tUi 
Iwoyiee,  And  npto  IhisjeifBese  donditieop^^^ihatinb  dntiea  ahaH  Uft 
oollaetfld  nfKHi  ertisdaa  kefnrted  iBlaaa^'atlite^jQpon.whicli  the  laid 
duties  have  been  paid  in  any  other  state ;  and  that  no  duty  shall  be 
impoM  by  «ey>  one  etele  npoa  thi^  eitiesks  of  «|iether  istate, 
either  upoQ  impc^rted  «iTticlea .  hav^g  paid  the  dnties  aseforeseid,  or 
upon  any  articles  of  ti^o  growth^  produce  or  manofaotare  cf  the 
United  States, 

The  etate  of  M:irTlati<l,  in  Jane,  1782,  pnrsnant  to  aets  of  Con- 
gress of  the  Bd  una  7tb  of  February,  17B1,  passed  ^<  An  act  to 
aathorbe  tbe  Uuited  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  impose  and 
levy  a  duty  of  Bve  per  cent,  on  imported  foreign  gobds^  and  on  all 
prizes  and  pize  good^^  for  the  paVa^ent  of  the  debts  contracted  by 
Congref=  luriag  tbe  war;'* — And  in  the  lYove^ber  session,  1784, 
tiieiff)  lef^sktone  passidla^  sii^pbmkit^ta'tbtf  ^ferlmeirtioded  lot, 
vheteby  it  shcmid  taica  eieot  aa  soon  ea  tvtfeheetsMa,  laoMit^  %t 
BtatOpTeated  flhngren.with  shnilBr  povens;  bat  it  does'  not  eppear 
•Ifaat  they  ham  passed  an  act  ponraant  to  ^e  feooeuHendelioii  of 
ikmgcM  ef  Ihs  l§th  ef  Apdi,  1783. 

•    JDtolaante^  itie  said,  l^is.paBSBd  an  airt  eottfomnUe  to  the  raeow- 
xnendation  abo^e  jnentbnea ;  bat  no  oflksial  infernaation  tbereef  hae 
^retiheen  tttnsoiitted  to  this  office*  or  to  the  board  of  treaanry. 
;    The  aaeond  pari  of  the  re^e^ne  systesn  of  the  18thof  Aeeil^ 
'17M,  fooaisla  of  a.rdeeainiend|Uaon  to  the  several  states  to  estahush, 

tN^AJiafttjlMuted  totsnantytfive  yeer%aind  to  appBopriate  io.tfae 
ischarffo  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  debts  contracted  osi 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  for  supporting  the  war,  sobstantijal 
and  effectual  revenues,  of  such  nature  as  tbey  may  judge  most  con- 
>'t«iiieiit,'  flMT  empplyine  their  reqieetiVe  proportiona  pf  1,600^00 
tdollafB,  aiittaally,  ezelusive  of  the  afoireihenUoiied  duties. 

With  this  part  of  the  act,  the  following  states  have  complied. 

Kev«Jeney,        bj  their  aot  of  2(Hh  Deoember,  1783. 
fbansyhraaia,      hy  do.  September,  1783. 

Nosth  Oamline,  hy  Ho.  Jmie,  1784. 

Rhode-Island,  in  the  aat  aboive.inet^oxied^ins  enacted,  that  a  tax 
of  one  Spanish  silver  milled  dollar  upon  every  hundred  acres  of 
land  within  that  state,  upon  every  male  poll  in  the  state  of  twentv- 
one  years  of  age,  and  upon  every  horse  or  mare  of  two  years  old 
and  upwards,  shall  be  annually  laid;  levied  and  collected;  and  that 


TO        nKStBasfMSLiL  jjuurav  ifan 

HwlttiKmht  Hiartff  ahaH  be  apMiriaMI  to  tkt  i-fat 
faiiefMlof  Hie  iirteniti  debt  of  die  Uaitad  Staftae,  dae  vitki 


The  Ml  of  tlM  ISA  of  April,  1788,  ala»  iimiMaiiBila  to 
atetes  an  altanitieB  m  the  8th  of  ibo  artlolea  of 
palatini  QttioDy^  aaoertewiag  with  laora  oonveiiieBoe 
taintj,  the  fmportbiia  to  be  aapplied  by  the  atate»«eapeetimfBllj  to 
the  oetnneii  tnaauy,  aad  the  aeTOial  atotaa  aw  edvued  to  I 
Aeir  leapeolm  deleptoa  to  aabaoribe  aad  niafy  the  i 
of  the  aud  inatnnaeiU  of  mhm  in  the  waidb  C 


With  thia  part  of  the  aet  the  feUowing  atate  have  oooaplied. 

Massacbtisettay  by  their  act  of  the  2d  July,  1785. 

€onneotioQ^  by  do.  May,    1788. 

New-York,  by  do.  April,  1786. 

New-Jersey^  by  do.  June,  1788. 

Pennsylvania,  by  do.  Aug.,  1788. 

Maryland,  by  do.  Nor.,  1784. 

Virginia,  by  do.  May,  1784. 

Korth-Carol!na|  by  do.  June,  1784. 

^   Bytheaetof  ihe  80th of  April,  »84,  it  Mwwmimewdritothe 
iegialatam  of  the  aemml  vtatoa,  to  veet  the  Umted  Statea  a  Om 
ipaaaitfaembled,  for  the  tenii  of  Maen  yean,  with  the  i 
'.    1.  To  pioiiiMt  any  goods,  waiea  or  menhaii£ae  freaa 
ported  into  or  exported  from  any  ef  the  atoiea,  ia  yeaaela 
to  Of  iMTigirted  by^the  anbjeeto  of  any  power  with  ^ 
atatea  ahall  not  heye  f omied  treatiea  of  oonnmeroe. 

2.  To  prohibit  the  aabjeete  of  any  ftreign  atato^ 
empire,  onleas  anithoriaed  by  treaty,  from  importing  iato  the  Uoilai 
JStates  any  gooda,  wane  or  merohanfiaea  which  are  not  the  |^  ^ 
wr  mamrfaetuie  <rf  the  deminiana  of  the  aoforeigh^hoBe  ( 


In  Pursuance  of  this  act, 

New-Hampahire  haa  inveated  CioQgiea0»  for  fifteen  yeeia,  with  frB 
power  to  regidate  the  trade  of  the  United  Stato^ 
as  they  may  judge  beat  oalonkted  to  prooele 
the  weal  and  prosperity  thereof,  the  fees,  proliti 
and  emolnmenta  ariaing  from  .their  regnlatioBa, 
to  be  appropriated  to  tlw  sole  nae  of  diaehaipi^ 
.  pnUio  debta.  Bee  aot  S2d  Jane,  1786w 
Maasaohusetta  has  passed  a  law  in  the  terms  of  the  ] 
D,  let  Jolyy  1784. 


jmmnhYAmK  abcihivjsb  rm.        m 


•  Mtif  J  MHy  uiULe  6iB»powimg  the  United  SMei 
IB  CeDgieae  aaBemUedi  to  leinilat^  xestnio,  or. 
prohibit  the  importftlioa  of  aU  fbi^^  goode  ii| 
taj  but  Anerieen  tesieU.  See  aot  pMeed  in 
Febrna? y  sessioiii  1785;  and  by  an  addilipml 
act,  paeeed  Oc^Wj  178&|  the  delegp^tes  aare  em^ 

e^wered  to  agroe  to  any  artiole  by  whiob  the^ 
nited  Statea  in  Oengveaa  swaembfed,  ahall  be 
aolely  empoirared  to  c^iplate  the  tiade  and  epov) 
meiee  of  the  raspeotive  atatea^  and  eiu^vi 
thereof  with  each  other^  and  to  regulate^  leatraini 
er  pvohitft  the  impoortation  of  all  foreign  goods 
in  Anerioan  veiaela  for  twenty-five  yearfti  ^ 
Conneetiont  baa  paaaed  an  aot  in  the  terna  el  the  reoosunen- 
dation^  May,  1785.  ^ 
NewTork  theaamei  ith  April,         1785. 

.    Pennaylvania         the  same,  15tb  Deeemberi    1784. 

Maryland  the  samc^  Noyembery  1784, 

•  Virginia  the  BamOi  8d  May,  1784. 

North-Carolina        the  samO;  2d  June,  1784. 


i  

I  .' 

I  Seo'7  of  Fobbion  Apfairs  to  Pres.  Fbankun— Fbbnch 

I  OoKStiL,  1786. 

I  Cinmlar. 

New  Tork^  Office  for  foreign  Afiairs, 
,  10th  January,  1786. 

,  Your  Ezoellency  will  reoeiye  herewith  inolosed,  a  certified  Copy 

.  of  an  Aot  of  Congresa  of  6th  Inst.,  recfogniiing  the  Sieur  de  la 
Foreat  aa  Yioe  Conaul  of  his.  most  Chriatian  Majesty  in  the  United 
States. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be 
I  with  great  Respect  your  Excellency's 

I  Most  obedient  &  yeiy  h'ble  sery^t . 

,         DireeUd,  JOHN  J  AT-  ^ 

Hia  Excellency^  The  President  of  PennsylyaniA. 


ApponhnJBNT  oi  SiBtB  db*  la  FoMor  as  Fbsnox  Yicb 
Consul,  1786. 

By  tha  United  States  in  Congress  Aasembledi 
'^     .  January  6th,  1786. 

..  On  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  to  the  United  Statea  of  Amerie^ 
^  the  JHfiifliin$ulot  fore^  AjSEuza  to  whqn  ma  la^^rvad,  hia.|iett«ir 


its        PsssusnjVAJsiu  joMtaym  ivw 

ftrai  this  Obargd^eft  AMn  ^if  Ftmm  «Mi  it  Blevet  of  the  22d  ^ 
df  Im^y  1785;  tt()p<9iii«iiig  tiie  l^ar  <e  k  Fdnat  Viee  CoDaid  of 
Frame  Ibr  the  UnMecl  Stotas. 

WliereM,  ihd  Biear  de  t&  FotmI  Iim  pifMliled  to  Ccngnm  a 
By«nr«ft  ft^nd  hia  moat  CfariatiaQ  M ajea^  baariig  dale  ihe  22d  Ikj 
ef  JuMj  1796;  apprinting  IiIbi  Vibe  Ooniol  •Ckikenl  in  the  Uaild 
SUvtee. 

'  BesohreA;  Thai  «he  8to«r  de  'la  FoiMt  be  and  he  berebj  k  n* 
Mivtod  aed  veeogmaed  aa  th^  VieeCoiMttl  Geneial  of  bia  Moat  Cbiia- 
liaii  Majeetj  ki  the  Uniied  8Utmi|  and  thai  ihe  aaid  BrertBl  he 
legietered  In  Ihe  SeoMlary'B  ofliee. 

Refeolfed,  That  all  the  PmJIegee,  PteetthMHoea  and  Antiiorilj 
beloDging  to  the  aaid  Oharaoter  and  QmHty  are  dne  to  the  aaid 
Renr  de  !a  Foreet^ind  ahaH  he  enjcfyed  bf  binii 

Ordered,  That  a  oertified  Copy  of  the  above  Keaolntiona  be  tiana- 
mitted  by  the  SeereUry  te  the  United  filntea  of  Amenea  Ibr  the 
•  Bepartmeat  ef  foreign  AWam^  to  the  Sieor  de  la  Fereai^  ami  dao  ta 
the  BteoQti?^  of  each  of  the  States  Ar  thek  iDformatkin* 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Sbo't  of  Congbbss  to  Pbbs.  Fbanklik,  1786. 

.Offiiae  of  Beoretary  of  Congreaa, 

Jan'y  12th,  ITM. 

I  haiw  the  honor  io  transmit  to  yoor  Excellency  herewith  inelen^ 
a  copy  of  a  report  which  I  made  to  Congress,  in  obedience  to  thor 
prder  of  the  2d  of  this  month, 
with  great  respect     . 

I  baye  the  hooor  to  be 

your  Excellency's 
most  pbedicDt  aid 

moat  humble  serv't, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Excellency^  The  OoTemor  of  PeDnsyhaeia* 


/     Z>AYID  BOTBHOirSB  nY.  P.  fifDMlE^  1780; 

Jannsry  18tb,  1786. 
Sir,     .    . 

At  the  reqaeel  of  Capt  Stephen  Porter  Ji  take  the,  liberty  of 
teenfiotiing  to  yon  that  before  his  appefntmentasCinnmissityea 
Hre  4^e0tem  j^nndaiy  ho'  more  timn  once  oottitdaibed  of  the  TSiy 


)Mr;  pay  mHoirtd  .4a  ki9  pi:«dMefl«os  m  iluit  Bwbms  Md  Lbdieff 
CmpU'  HutahiiB  g«vo  him  «oiDe  awaraiiiM  tbat  appUcatioa  WM'd  b» 
Mifde  .to  (>}Qi«il  ID  hifl  behalf.  But  not  ezpealin|^  la  go  to  the  w«fl(h 
-fiwrd .  J  did  9^  intevestr  mjeelf  at  that  tima  m  the  matter;  If 
Council  shall  thiqk  proper  te  iooreaea  hie  pay  te  ISa.  ^  Daj  he  witf 
be  perfeotlj  aatisfiod.  I  hAve  only  to  add  that  aa  Coinniisaary  he 
gave  entire  satisfaotion,  I  believe  to  all  of  na.  And  in  this  I  was 
agreeably  disappointed  as  fronv  the  mildness  of  his  manner  I  had 
not  fbmied  the  highest  opinion  of  his  abilities  for  saoh  a  diffionlt 
mdertaking.  Bet  by  his  mde&tigable  indiiatiy  and  oare*  he  eon* 
▼inced  me  that  a  man  may  snooeed  very  well  in  the  most  airdoooi 
nndertahing  without  noise  or  bustle. 

I  am^  Hon'ble  Sir^  with  great-esteem 

your  very  hamble  servanti 

DA^V.  MTIERH«HJ8*«» 
Directed  f 

Tke  Bon'ble  Charles  Biddle,  Esquire,  Yioe  President. . 


.    Sbo't  AxMdiaaHQ  to  Commbs^  os  Silh  of  B^Bii/oic 

Lots,  1786. 

Beo'rys  Ofioe,  Philada.  January  19i^  1788. 
Sir, 

-     looloied  lean  Order  ef  Ooaaoil  whioh  I  have  theSr  diceolioaa  le 
^tnantaiit  to  ^on,  aa  agent  for  the  sale  of  Banaok  lota  &e.,  &e. 

It  is  however  their  intention  to  extend  some  &rther  ladelmieB 
to  the  delinquents  whom  it  immediately  ooneems.  Tea  will  tbeve- 
fore  eflbr  tibem  the  alternative  of  diaehavging  the  sums  dne  by  thetai 
•Mspectitwiy  in  Twenty  days  from  the  date  thereof.r-^If  this  he  not 
lootDplied  withy  you  w^l  then  prooeed  to  the  execution  of  the  esdar 
-eifelosed  without  disorimination  or  delay. 
•  I  am  air,  with  mwoh  Reapeot, 

your  obedient  and  ^ery  humble  Seryant| 

J.  A.  Jr.,  Secy. 
Tenoh  FranoiSi  Esq^, 


In  Ooaneil,  Phikda.  January  19th,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

.«    As  some  of  ty  purchasers  of  the  late  Bairaek  lots  in  the  Northern 
Liberties  of  This  City  haye  refused  or  neglected' to  make  pajmeiit 

*  Bee  Col  Reo.,  Vol.  ZIY.,  p.  628.    Pay  not  ndsed. 


^86  tUHNSTLYANI/L  ABCHIVB8  1786^ 

t^erefer  agreetblj  t6  an  aoi  passed  <ni  the  lat  di^  of  Afiril  17M^ 
Bniitled  an  aot  to  etnpower  The  8tiprenie  Bxecntm  OmiDefl  to  mI 
Hie  Barraoka  in  tbe  Northern  Libertiea  of  the  GLij  of  Philftd.  yM 
•re  hereby  directed  to  proceed  asainst  anch  deliiiqaents  ib  mtmamm 
preseribed  by  the  2d  Section  of  tne  Law  affbreaaid. 
I  am  Gentlemen  with  much  respect^ 
jon  obedient  and  very  homb.  Servant, 

J.  A.  Btej.^ 

Mr.   Hinegas  ft  Tench  FranciS;   EsqtdreSi    Oommianoiierv  6r 
feelfing  Barrick  Lota. 


BsfK>LinQ99  ov  ns  House  of  Dslsqatbs  of  YxaoniA, 

1786. 

In  the  Hooae  of  Delej^ateSi  Tirgioia,  Janoary  2lBt|  1786. 
BeaoWedi  That  Edmnnd  Bandalph,  Jamee  Hadiaon,  Waltsr 
jonea,  Saint  Gkorge  Tncker^  Meriwether  Smith,  David  Rooa,  Williaai 
Roiiaki  a»d  Gaorge  Maaony  eaqnirea,  be  appointed  CoMmisaiauiiu, 
who  or  any  three  of  whom,.8hall  meet  mich  Commiaaionen  aa  maj 
be  appointed  by  the  other  Statea  in  the  Union,  at  a  time  wai 
plabe  U  be  agnjod.  on'to  take  into  Oonaideralion  the  Trade  of  the 
United  Statea,  to  examine  the  relative  aitaationa  and  Trade  of  thi 
<0kid  Statea  to  oenaidar  how  ftr  a  imifertti  ayatem  in  Ihdr  Cob- 
merciai  regoladona  nay  be  neaaaBavy  to  tbatr  common  iDtecaataii 
their  permanent  harmony  and  to  report  to  the  aeveral  8tataa  aaah 
•an  act  relative  to  thia  great  objeeb  aa  whan  noaaimoaaly  ratified  If 
tham  will  enable  the  United  States  in  Oengraaa  aaaembled  efimtadlj 
to  piovide  for  the  aame.  That  the  aaid  (S)mmiarir)nefa  aball  imaa 
-dktoly  traaamit  to  the  several  Statea  Copiea  of  Ae  ptaceedi^ 
reaolation  with  a  circular  Letter  reqneating  their  Concanwn6a  thaa 
in  and  proposing  a  time  and  pbrne  for  tbe  meeting^afiBceaidd. 

TeatCy 

JOHN  BECKLBT,  C.  H.  B. 
Agreed  to  by  the  Senate, 

H.  BROOKS,  C.  J. 
AGopyTeate,* 

JOHN  NECKLET,  G.  H.  D. 
Jndortedj 

Read  March  7,  1786,  ft  refened  to  Mr.  R-'Morris^  Mr.  Kta- 
Simmons  ft  Mr.  Clymer  to  report  thereon. 

*  See  CqL  Rec.,  VoL  XIY.,  p.  626. 
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Sbo't  oh  Land  OmbB  to  GoimctL.  178IS. 

To  the  Supreme  Exeoaiiye  Council  of  the  OommonirealA  of 
Pennsjlvtiiim. 

Aft  I  haTie  frequent  ^pplieatioftB  made  to  me  tor  lelande  ni  tiMi 
RiTeiB  in  tiie  old  purahaaei  m  this  State,  but  ae  tba  Laws  teem 
rwMimr  ofawore  whether  thejr  belong  to  the  late  Proprietariea  or  the 
State,  aodif  toihe  State  whether  thej  tfe  to  be  dieposed  of  in  the 
amine  manner  at  other  Taeaat  Lands  j  shall  be  much  obliged  to 
Oonaoil  for  direetioni  in  this  Oaae,  and  am 
I  your  moat  obedient  humble  Serrant^ 

DAVID  KBNNKDy  Seo^j  Ld.  Offi.  . 
Jkn'iy  24th,  1786. 


C,  J.  McKKAir  TO  PRBfi.  FaAHKinr,  1786. 

Philadelphia,  January  24tb,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  reoeived  the  Letter  of  the  20th  inalant  from  Mr.  Seoretaiy 
Armstrong,  in  whioh  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Go^vt 
,10  reoa^ted  respecting  a  (Maim  of  Messieurs  Peons  to  interest  upon 
^l&fiOO  steding,  offered  to  them  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  last,  anf 
iDomipaiuoated  the  same  to  Judges  Bryan  and  Rush.*  We  ooneeire, 
jt  woui'd  be  proper  \o  bear  Messieurs  Penns  t  the  Attorney  Qeneral 
fia  this  question,  preyjpus  to  our  giring  an  opinion,  as  some  oircum- 
(flaaoea  may  hare  ooounred  in  this  business,  of  whi^h  we  are  nqt 
appriaeid,  and  our  opinion  may  probably  be  oonolusive  in  the  mattei;. 
JLf  Oouinoil  will  be  pleased  to  notify  aJOl  oonoerned,  and  they  are 
drilling  to  submit,  to  our  opinion,  we  will  meet  as  soon  as  we  arp 
informed  la  this  particular,,  and  give  our  judgment  in  the  case. 

hx  the  mean  time,  we  can  see  no  reason,  why  Messrs.  Penns  may 
isot  reoeiTo.the  prijioipal  sum,  and  thereby  prsrent  in^fewng 
interest. 

I  have  tb«  Ikeaor  to  be, 

with  very  great  regard.  Sir, 
'       •    .  your  Ezoellency^s 

most  obedient  Serrant, 
;  TflO.MoKBAif. 

His  Ezoellenoy,  Benjamin  FrankHn,  Bsquire,  President,  fto.,  of 
Pennsylrania.         ' 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIY.,  p.  622,  624-5,  also  statement  of  their  claho, 
page  485. 


.  J^3psa^J>uxjimm  to  Jon  LpKSfs,  1796/.    : 

Agreeable  to  Commlssioii  and  InstnictioDa  far  fimrerying 
Hooalion  ldn&9  No.  9  QUloel.  I  prboecided  oi^mj  Etmod  as  £0  as 
ir«Mia«g9^  biA  wA  mliiQai  iManig  m  my  mj  a  tiry  gveai  oeaat 
wm  amm  tbe.India&a  tt  Ifae  pnteoAun  of  ike  Siafte  ia  Ika 
iPttnhaae  jbI  tlioib  lAnds,  idbevenpuiJ  4hoii|^  it  Keoeasaif  la  atop 
Ibefe  a  few!  Ikya  &  ooobqU  annle  ladians  CUef  oa  iha  Sul^aal 
before  I  proceeded  farthar  wfaare  aft^r  with*  tbe  adTiae  of  the  £itiU- 
burg  Tradeiri^Skere,  I  aaot  fiir  by  a  Boimei  Whole  Face,  The  Cora 
Pla^Ur,'^  IfOOg  ^9k9  three  SeoN^  Gbie&  who  were  then  oat  a 
HuDtibg,  twt)  Days  March  from  Venango.  Whele.FaoaA  Ifong 
hair  oame  in,  k  the  Corn  Planter  refused, — ^A't  their  coming  in  *  by 
an  Interpreter  Blijah  Matthewej  I  informed  them  my  Errandi  they 
retamed  forwswer,  tl^y  eonld  not  theagure  me-an  answer  to  my 
Propoaarbut  wohld  in  a  few  Days ;  I  waited  ob  them'  4  &  then  th^ 


Whold  Taoe  Sc  Long  Hai)r  with  aeven  btb^it — lAj  VUend 
Whole  Paoe, 

I  was  sent  hert^  by  the  mat  Oonnoil  of  the  State  of  PenaaylnuA 
Wd  at  Philaddphia^  to  Measure  some  Lauds  a  lidle'to  th^  Moith^ 
iward  of  this  Place,  which  Land  I  am  tdd  the  grtttt  Ooniiea  had 
l^onghtr  of  our  Brothers  the  Indians,  whose  sole  Property  they  jxab^" 
istood  it  to  be-«Bdt  on  iny  way  Here  I  watf  feoM  the  Indiana  were  not 
iTttll  PleMed  we  rti<mld  nkeasore  those  Lands;  I  tfai6tigtit  ft  ifaerefhit 
l^est  to^stop  ^tfa  y6n  a  ft#  Daysin  Order  to  kntMr  ^faat  yonr  nneaa^ 
tt^'was  if  in  my  Pbwer  to  retnov^  any  obstiele  in  the  War;  beiet 
tvAly  ftsiint^  the  great  Oonnsil  of  the  Stkte  i^ottld  do  ererlr  ThHig  on 
their  fiid^  to  leep  alire  Friendship,  to  maintain  Peace,  To  Ineteaae 
friendship,  lb  support  a  Union  ft  to  tdkkk  Thide  Flonriib  between 
ltb<$|jr  Brothers  the  Indians' and  tb6n»eltea,  as  long  as  Time'  ahal 
measure  the  rolling  year,  &  uttermostly  endeavonr  the  Happhtem  «€ 
both  Nations^Now  my  Brother  a^  MroCiMS  it  tbem-ii  any  thing 
in  the  way  of  all  these  TUn^  I  ha? e>aBeirtmed^  I  do  wish  &  in  treat 
yon,  to  inform  me  franUy  and  if  Jit  9an  Be  in  my  power  to  aerre  in 
remoying  any  such  Thine  as  may  ob^rnct  our  mutual  Happinesa,  I 
shall  always  ihink  myself  happy  of  having  it  in  my  power  ao  to  do; 
orif  'you  think  seme  other  Person  more  suitable  to  represent  this 
Matter  should  be  glad  it  was  soon  done  ft  yonr  objectioiui  to  Vf 
^rrara}  a^nl  tatlfe  gnat  Ooansil  ^tpi^jbid^   ':  ' 

^0  which  Mr.  Whole  Face  after  consulting  with  the  .otbiaxa  gkt% 
the  following  answer, 
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Brother  of  the  Big  Knife, 

Several  Surveyors  have  been  np  here  to  Measure  Lands  the  Last 
Summer  and  have  gone  Home.  We  knew  not  what  was  their 
^eapipg,  as  none  of  them  told  U8,1but  went  od  without  so  tuuch  as 
xnformiDg  their  Intent.  When  they  came  to  our  buutiiig  Fires^  we 
need  them  well  without  any  Question  &  when  they  wanted  any  of  our 
assistance  we  ^ve  it  freely.  Many  of  our  ynung  Warriori  are  diasatla- 
fied  with  [their]  Conduct,  who  are  in  the  I'ltigllsh  lutensst  and  also 
with  the  kewani  we  received  for  the  Landti  TluQlriog  it  inaili^quato 
for  so  large  a  Body;  it  not  being  one  pair  of  MokosonR  a  piece ; 
they  therefore  would  advise  me  not  to  prou«ed  on  my  Businefia  and 
to  inform  the  thirteen  Fires  it  was  their  opinion  I  wti.s  nut  safe  to 
proceed^  though  they  present  would  pledge  their  Faith  for  my  safety 
against  all  Indians  at  Venango  &  the  Hunters  to  the  Southward  of 
that  plaoe ;  yet  would  not  answer  for  it  to  the  Northward,  not  even 
one  Mile.  That  in  the  Spring  as  early  as  possible  the  six  Nations 
would  hold  a  great  Counsil  at  Fort  Pitt  where  &  when  they  &  all 
their  Brethren  hoped  to  make  an  endless  Peace  with  their  Brothers 
of  the  thirteen  Fires  &  hoped  till  then  I  wonld  put  by  every  Thought 
of  prooeeding  on  my  Errand  as  being  very  Dangerous ;  &  then  they 
hoped  every  obstruction  would  be  removed  &  we  should  walk  the 
Woods  together  as  Brothers  aught  to  do,  in  Love  &  Pleasure.  And 
DOW  my  Brother  tell  your  gteat  Counsil  of  the  thirteen  Fires  'tis 
our  Fault  you  do  not  go  on,  and  not  yours. 

his 
SEGONKQDAS  M 

Hark, 
his 
CONHONEW  X 

Mark. 

T£81*8,  ") 

Thob.  Wilkinb,    y  TaABkBs. 
Jacob  Sprinqsk.  ) 

Elijah  X.  Matthsws,  Interpreter. 
A  tme  copy  from  the  Original. 

This  Dear  Sir,  with  much  more  was  pronounced  in  words  and 
gestures  of  much  warmth  &  earnest  which  made  me  oonclude  to 
prooeed  no  further  &  return — My  feet  being  much  bit  with  Froet 
detains  my  not  coming  at  present,  but  will  come  down  as  soon  as 
they  are  recovered  a  Little.  In  the  mean  time  remain  yours  to 
serve  with  the  utermost  aflfeotion. 

JAMES  DICKINSON. 

Pits  Burg,  24th  Jannery,  17^6. 

P.  S   I  have  not  wrote  you  the  private  oonversation. 
IHrected, 

To  John  Lnkens,  Esq'r,  Surveyor  General,  Philadelphia. 
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,     .     .  JoxaSi  LONOSOHAMPS  TO  COtJNCtL,  1786. 

Hon'ble  Gentleman, 

It  giyes  me  much  pain  to  intrude  npon  yon  at 'a  time  when 
perhaps  more  important  conoems  ei^ace  jonr  attention :  however 
the  singular  favours  your  honorable  nody  has  already  confered  upon 
mO;  emboldens  me  onoe  more  to  address  you.  The  nature  of  the 
business  is  of  so  much  consequenoe  to  me  that  I  flatter  myself  it  will 
in  some  measure  apologize  for  this  intrusion. 

Having  engaged  my  attention  some  time  in  pursuit  of  a  planta- 
tion Jk  a  disoription  of  one  being  given  me  which,  I  think  will 
answer  my  purpose ;  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  explore  it  before 
I  make  the  purchase,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  very  particular  favour  if 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  grant  me  permission  for  three,  or  fonr^ 
Days  ;ibsence  from  town  k  the  favour  shall  be  with  gratitude  ac- 
knowledged By 

hono'ble  Oentlemen, 

your  most  obedient  humble  Servant^ 

L0NG8CHAMPS.* 

February  10th,  1786. 


John  Stobt,  Commr.,  to  Prbs.  PRANKLnr,  1786. 

Commissioners  Office, 

Pittsburgh,  February  13th,  1786. 
Bir, 

In  Compliance  with  the  Order  of  the  Hou'ble  Council  of  the  3d 
of  May  last,  I  have  opened  an  Office  in  the  Counties  of  Washington, 
Fayotte  and  Westmoreland,  for  the  Settlement  of  the  Claims  in 
those  Counties,  against  the  United  States :  the  business  of  the  latter 
is  nearly  oompleated,  from  this  I  shall  proceed  to  Bedford  and  from 
thence,  Unless  I  should  receive  further  Instructions  shall  go  to 
iPhihidolphia. 

I  haTo  the  honcnr  to  be 

with  iiie  greatest  respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JNO.  STORY,  Com'  of  Ace*- 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Benjamin  Fninklin,  Esqr. 

*  See  Col.  Ret.,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  688— PeUtion  granted. 
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SbCR'T  OJP  FoBUQN  AFfAIES  TO  PbBS.  FlBAITKLlir-^SPANIBH 

Flao,1786. 

(Circular.) 
Office  for  foreign  AStrn,  ISth  Febra&ry,  1780. 
•Sir, 

In  Obedience  to  the  Order  of  Congress  I  hare  tbe  Honor  of 
transmitting  to  your  Excellency  herewith  enclosed,  a  copy  of  an 
Ordinance  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  of  28th  May  last  directing  what 
Flags  should  in  future  be  used  by  the  Navy  and  Merchant  8hips  of 
Spain  with  a  Design*  of  those  Flags  annexed. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's 

Most  obt.  &  yery  h'bk  Sory't, 

JOHN  JAY. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pensyhania. 


Sfec'Y  Akmstronq  to  Attornby  General,  1786. 

Secretary's  Office,  Philadelphia,  February  20th9 1786. 
Sir,     . 

Council  request  the  Attorney  Oeneral's  opinion  on  a  dispute  that 
has  arisen  between  some  of  tke  Magiatratea  k  Commissioners  of  the 
County  of  Montgomery. 

It  respects  the  fees  for  administering  the  Oath  or  affirmation  of 
Allegiance  to  persons  who  came  of  age  since  the  time  linUUed  for 
taking  the  same  in  the  several  Test  laws.  > 

Some  Magistrates  charged  &  received  from  persons  taking  the 
oath  or  affirm'  before  them  under  those  Circumstances  1.  6,  to  2.  6, 
Others  adhering  to  the  3'  Sect,  of  the  Act  obliging  the  Male  white 
inhabitants  of  the  State  to  give  assurance  of  their  Allegiance^  ^a^ 
passed  the  13th  June,  1777.  nave  transmitted  their  list  of  Names  tq 
the  Recorder  &  exhibited  tneir  Accounts  to  the  C3mm"  who  refue^ 
payment,  alledging  doubts  whether  or  not  Justices  were  authorise^ 
to  give  Certificates  to  such  persons,  &  granting  their  procedure  .tQ  ,b^ 
Strictly  legal,  whether  in  such  cases  the  persons  ought  not  to  pay  fox 
theipsjBlves-  .^ 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  .    \ 

and  very  humble  Servant, 
JAMES  TRIMBLE,  for 
^     •  JOHN  ARMSTONO,  Jun.,  Sec^. 

Directed  J 

William  Bradford,  Esquire,  Attorney  General. 

*  This  Design  is  at  Harrisburg  in  letter  book  No.  1. 
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Ooy.  Smaulwwd  oi*  Kd^.to  FBksnmn^  1788. 

AnnapoliBi  2lBt  Febmarj,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  faftYe  the  Honor  of  traoBmittiog  the  enoloeed  Resolatioii  of  the 
General  Aseemblj  of  Marjhuid  appointing  OommiMionerB  for  thk 
State  to  meet  CommiseioBerg  from  the  States  of  PeanirylTaBia  and 
Dehiware  for  the  porpoaea  therein  expresaed. 

The  great  ImporUnoe  of  the  Objeote  in  view,  and  the  general 
utility  of  promoting  the  Gommeroe  and  matnal  eonveoienoe  of  the 
aaid  Sutea  must  be  ob?ionfl,  and  I  flatter  mjaelf  will  not  only  meet 
the  approbation  and  conoarrenoe^  bat  merit  the  earliest  attention  of 
the  I^gialatore  of  yoor  State. 

I  have  the  fionor  to  be 

with  great  respeot 

your  Ezoellenoy'fl  mt  obed.  Servt.^ 
W.  SMALL  WOOD. 
Directed^ 
Rib  Exoellenoyi  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


RxsoLunoN  OF  House  or  DmcaATSs  or  Hd.,  1786. 

By  the  Honse  of  Delegates,  Febmaty  Slst,  1786. 

ReaoWed,  that  Samnel  Ghase^  Samnel  Hnghes,  Perej;rine  Letter- 
bary,  William  Smith,  Baltimore  Town,  and  William  Hemlyi 
EsqnireSi  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners  for  this 
State  to  meet  Commissioners  from  the  States  of  Pennsy'wiia  and 
Delaware  for  the  purpose  of  considering  and  digesting  the  most 
mroper  measiires  for  the  improving  the  inland  Navigation  of  the 
River  Saaqaehannah  and  the  waters  oommanioatiog  with  it, 
and  for  effecting  a  navigable  communication  between  the  Bavs  of 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  also  to  confer  on  any  other  subject 
which  may  tend  to  promote  the  Commerce  and  matnal  convenience 
of  the  said  States.  That  any  three  or  more  of  the  said  Gommis> 
aifoners  have  authority  to  act,  and  that  their  prooeediogs  be  reported 
to  the  nert  Session  of  the  General  Assembly  for  their  examination 
and  adoption,  if  approved.  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  Copy  of  the  above  Resolve  to  the  Bzecataves  of  the  Statea 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Dekware. 

By  order,  WM.  HARWOOD,  CI.  H.  D. 

By  the  Senate,  21st  Feb'y,  1786.  * 

Read  and  assented  ta 

By  order,  J.  DoeaBT;  CL  Sew. 


Sbo't  of  Cokqrsss  xq  Prb0.  Fbahelik;  1786. 

OAee  of  SecMtarj  of  CoDgress, 

Febroftry  28th.  1786; 
Sir, 

On  the  ^th  iny  of  Jate*  lut  i  hid  th«  lonor  of  timsmHtiDg 
in  Aot  passed  hj  CongresB  the  17tb  of  that  month^  reoommendifig 
to  the  sereval  States  to  make  proTimoiii  in  a  manner  pointed  ont  in 
the  Aot|  for  officers,  soldiers,  or  seamen  who  ha^e  been  disabled  in 
the  serrioe  of  the  XTnited  States. 

In  the  Laws  transmitted  to  this  offiasi  I  find  that  the  Legislatare 
of  your  State  has  passed  aa  Aet  for  this  pnrpose.  Bnt  as  It  is- 
Doeessary  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shonld  be 
informed  of  the  snm  whieh  this  provision  will  yearly  add  to  the  ez« 
penoea  of  the  Union,  in  order  that  they  may  inoinde  it  in  their' 
annual  re^sition,  I  hare  to  request  that  yonr  Exoellenoy  would  be 
pleased  to  order  a  retuni  to  be  made  to  me  of  the  number  prorided 
for  ft  the  amount  of  the  annual  allowance  made  to  them^  that  I  may 
make  report  thereof  to  Congress* 
With  the  greateat  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

yonv  Ezoetlenoy's  most  obedient'. 

&  most  humble  Serrant, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
Directed^ 
His  Ezcellenoy,  the  President  of  Fennaylvania. 


QOMPLAIKIS     AKD    GeIBVAKGJES    OF    BRITISH    MfiBOBAim^ 

1786, 

Copy.. 

Grovesnor  Square^  Mareh  4, 1786* 
Sir, 

I  h»ve  the  bonor  to  enolose  yon  Copies  of  the  Seoestary.olStatea 
anawei^  dat^d  the  28th  Februaryi  to  the  Memonal  dated  ftOth  ot 
November,  and  presented  to  him  on  the  8th  Deoember  last,  and  of 
a  stajbo  of  grievaaoes  of  Brithh  Merchants  k  others^  I  shall  make 
no  re|ply  to  his  Lordship,,  until  I  reoeive  the  ordera  of  Congress. 
With  great  regard^  k^y 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
His  Excell'y,  John  Jay. 

*  See  page  472. 


'     Aso.  Carmarthen  to  Mr.  Adams. 

.St.  J$nmf  VebnuDty  28, 1786. 

Sir,. 

in  answer  to  the  Memorial  jou  did  me  the  honor  to  deliver  to  ae 
on  iha  .&th  Jkcam-^  I  hAve  to  ^beenre  to  jOa,  Sir,  that  ifc  is  his 
Majeatj'a  £xed  determination  upon  the  present,  as  well  as  ererj 
Other  oocasioni  to  aot  in  .perfect  oonformity  to  the  strictest  principles 
qf  Justice  hx^  gpod  Fliitb. . 

The  seyenth  article  both  of  the  provisional  and  of  the  definitive 
Treaties,  between  His  MajeQtj  and  the  United  States,  dearlj  stipn- 
l^itef  the  ^  withdrawing,  with  all  convenient  speed.  His  Majestj's 
Aj^vn^tBy  Garrisons  &  Fleets,  from  the  said  .United  Stales^  and  inm 
every  poc^,plaoe  &  hKrhoor  within  the  sama;  mmI  no  donU  cbb. 
u)fl8|()l;.  adse.  req^ing  either  the  Letter  ov  Spitf t  c€  vnoh  an: 
BqgpgequBnt :  The  fourth  article  of  the  same  iSeeaties  as  clearij 
ciipaUtes  ihat  Qreditcirs  on  either  side  shall  mM  with  no  lavlnl 
ipiped|nient .  to  the  lecDverj  of  the  fall  vaIuo  in  sterling  mumej  of 
ah^na  fide  debts  heretofore  contracted.  The  little  attention  paid 
to  the  fulfilling  this  enga^ment  on  the  part  of  the  subjects  of  the 
United  States  in  general — and  the  direct  breach  of  it  in  many 
Instances  have  already  reduced  inany  of  the  King's  subjects  to  the 
utmost  degfto  of  difficulty  add  dis^ss;  nor  have  their  applications 
for  redress-  to  those  whose  sitnations  in  America  naturaUy  pointed 
them'  out  i|a  Guardians  of  public  Faith^  been,  as  yet,  suocesBfol  in 
obtaining  them  that  Justice  to  which  on  every  principle  of  Law,  as 
well  as  humanity,  they  were  clearly  and  Indisputably  entitled.  The 
Engagements  entered  into  by  Treaty  ought  to  b^mutual,  and  equmfly 
binding  on  the  respective  contracting  parties.  It  would  therefore 
be  the  height  of  Folly  as  wdl  as  Injustice  to  suppose  one  party 
alone  obliged  to  strict  observance  of  the  public  Faith,  while  the 
other  might  remain  free  to  deviate  from  it's  own  engagements  as 
often  as  convenience  might  render  such  deviation  necessary,  though 
at  the  expence  of  it's  own  national  Credit  b  Importance. 

I  flatter  mvself,  however,  Sir,  that  Justice  will  speedily  be  done  to 
British  editors'— and  I  can  assoie  you.  Sir,  that  whenever  America 
shall  manifest  a  real  determination  to  fulfil  her  part  of  the  Treaty, 
Qieat  Britian  will  not  hesitate  to  proYc  her  sincerity  to  ooopeiate  in 
T^hatever  points  depend  upon  her  for  carrying  every  artiele  cC  it  into 
real  and  oompleat  Effect. 

'  The  enolosed  paper  contains  a  state  of  the  grievances  eompluned 
of  by  iisrohants  and  other  British  subjects  having  fistates,  property 
&  debts  due  to  them  in  the  aeverai  States  of  America. 
I  am.  Sir,    . 

Your  most  obcd't  servt., 

CARMABTHEN. 
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Abstraot  of.tli^  itiite  of  the  grieTAlioes  oomplained  of  by  Uoiolitiilt 
and  othor  BriMah  0«bj«ote  baviBg  Eatateiy  psopeEly  &  Ddkrtgjiqo 
to  them  in  the  several  States  of  America. 

We  shall  barely  reoite  the  Title  &  Date  of  the  Acts  of  the  different 
States,  complained  of  and  oonsidered  as  Infraettons  of  the  Treaty. 

Masjuo^xjsetts  Bay. 

Aot  passed  the  9th  Novemberi  1784,  directing  the  Conrt^'o^ 
Jbdioainre  to  sospebd  rendering  Judgment  for  anj  Interdst  tliat 
might  have  acoroed  beiweeb  the  19  April,  1776|  ft  20  of  January^ 

Naw  York.  .      , 

Aet  passed  the  12  July,  1782,  British  creditors  are  preolndt'd 
from  the  claim  of  Interest  on  all  Debts  contracted  before  the  1st  of 
Janoaiy,  1770  tmtil  after  the  1st  Jatioary^  1788,,and  Execntion  for 
the  pribdpal  of  those  debts  are  forbiddep  to  be  levied  until  the 
Skpiration  of  three  years  after  th^  Evacnation  of  New  York.* 
•  Act  passed  17  March,  1788,  and  confirmed  by  others  in  1784  if 
1785j  called  the  Trespass  Act.     Vide  the  Acts. 

P^NNaYLYANXA. 

Tliis  State  has  violated  the  4th  Article  of  the  Definitive  Treiaty 

5f  passing  a  Law  soon  after  the  peace  to  restrain  a  recovery  of  the 
d  Debts  for  a  given  period.  The  British  Merchants  were  in  eon>i 
s^nence  thereof,  set  at  defiance,  and  few  Instances  exist  of  payment' 
having  been  made  for  any  debts  contracted  before  the  war.  This' 
Law  was  limited  to  September,  1784,  bnt  whether  it  has  bden-  fnr« 
ther  extended  by  any  new  act,  or  whether  it  expired  at  the  time, 
the  Committee  are  not  certain.  This  Law  operating  ^nth  the  Fearai 
ft  pr«jndicM  of  some  of  the  Inhabitants  has  produced  Effects  of  the^ 
moat  nusefaievons  Consequences  to  the  British  Merchants^  fbr  not- 
oaly  an  nniform  opposition  has  been  made  against  the  payment  of* 
Laterest,  but  the  lawyers  dreading  the  resentment  of  some  of  the- 
most  violent  among  their  Countrymen,  have  refused  to  engage  in^ 
the  recovery  of  these  unpopular  Demands.  And  the  Committee  are^ 
well  assured  that  not  one  Aotion  for  the  payment  of  aA  old  British 
Debt  has  beeu  prosecuted  in  this  State.f 

Virginia^  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  ft  Georgia — 

*  This  Aot  being  preyious  to  the  Treaty  cannot  well  be  called  an  infrao* 
tion  of  it.    The  preliminaries  Were  not  signed  till  Nov.  80, 1782. 

f  This  Act  not  properly  represented.  It  restridned  in  favor  of  the  dis- 
tressed debtors  the  recovery  of  all  debts,  as  well  domestio  as  English,  till 
Sep.,  1784.  But  the  new  Act  then  passed,  though  it  continued  the  re- 
straint respecting  domestio  debts,  has  a  clause  expressly  excepting  British 
debts,  and  leaving  them  open  for  recovery. 

fThese  two  notes  are  written  with  a  pencil  on  the  margin,  and  appear 
to  be  a  commentary  of  the  writer  upon  the  text.] 
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the  Acts  made  bj  these  seTeral  States,  eontraiy  to  the  4th  Artkle 
el  the  Xmt^  of  peaoeyare  partloiilarlj  uentioiied  A  ooDunente^ 
iqpQD»  bot  we  iMore.nof  tuie  to  oopy  the  obeervatioos. 


QpzinoH  OX  Wh.  B&awmp,  Jb.,  An'Y  Gl.,  178& 

Saturday  EveniDg,  Maieh  4* 

The  questioQ  respecting  the  Militia  Appeal^  apon  which  Oofiuidl. 
were  pleased  to  reqoest  my  opioioni  oaebt  to  have  reerived  an  earlier 
answer^  bat  m v  attendance  on  Chester  Court  prevented  my  reoeifing 
their  commanas  until  this  day. 

Upon  considering  the  ease  stated|  it  appears  to  me  that  whenerer 
the  militia  dasa  is  called  oot,  and  any  one  negleots  <»  refaasa  to 
ffiarchy  the  fine  is  immediately  inoorred,  &  becomes  doe  to  tiMF 
Con^monwealth.  But  it  being- reasonable  that  the  party  shoold  km. 
an  opportnnity  of  being  heard,  this  fine  is  not  to  be  leyied  "  UQtUl 
five  days  after  an  appeal"  is  given.  Thia  appeal  the  Lientenaiit  ei^ 
SabUeuteQant  was  oirected  to  bold  "  within  ten  and  noi  km  than 
Jive  iayi^  after  the  marobiqff  of  the  militia;  and  the  Lieatenaot  i^ 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  if  he  neglects  to  hold  it  within  that  time. 
Sat  as  the  words  are  merely  directory  and  affirmative,  and  no  nega- 
tive w^rds  are  added,  I  am  inclined  to  think  (upon  the  anthooty  of 
several  late  cases)  that  the  JUentenant  is  not  restrieted  to  tlia  tiaa 
mentioned,  &  that  an  appeal  may  be  le^di^  hell  after  the  ion  dayi 
are  passed.  In  England  the  Statute  dizecta  the  ^^pointaenl  oC 
overseer^  to  be  make  <<in  Easter  week  or  'wUhin  one  numth  after;" 
yet  an  appointment  made  after  the  month  was  expired  haa  bsaa 
adjudged  good,  becaose  there  were  no  negative  woids,  ft  beoanae  tiw 
parish  ought  not  to  8u£fer  from  the  ne|^t  of  the  Jostioea  wko  have 
the  appointment  Upon  the  same  ground  an  aseeesment  made  by 
the  Commissioners  in  Pennsylvania,  after  the  time  mentioaed  in  the 
4ct|  has  been  held  to  be  legal  In  the  ease  befeie  us  thcve  seeav 
to  be  no  reason  why  the  siokness,  absence  or  negleet  of  a  li^nlenaBi 
fpr  ten  days,  should  deprive  the  people  of  a  hearing  er  the  OonnM»' 
wealth  of  the  fines  due  from  delinqueuts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respee^ 
Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 
&  very  hamble  servant, 

WM.  BBADFOBD,  Jr. 

His  Exeellenoy,  The  President  in  Cooncil. 


k 
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.   v         •        •       ■     •■ '.         :  •.'  '•'       -'• '  '> 

BOW  A&MSTAQSra  to    P&OTE0i701lAl^flfi  OF  'SowHAuPsov; 
NORTHUMBBBIiANDy  AKD  WtOMIKO  OoUNTIBBy  1786. 

.  SccnUr^fs  OflM,  •■'»''^"' 

PhUadada.,  March  \&Vh,  17&fd: ' 

Sir,  .r ••        ' 

By  the  Lay  relating  to  the  basiness  of  Wyoming,  herein  inclosed 
yon  will  find  what  id  required  from  the  offenders  before  the  pardon 
provided  by  the  Act  can  take  effirot.  To  amsertain  therefore  how  far 
these  reqpisi^ons  have  beeq  comj^ed  with,  Jk  of  90iiniB  in  what 
instances  the  pardon  will  operate,  Counotl  have  thonght  proper  to 
dirent  that  th^  ^il^tkie^  of  the  ^ea«e  of  iCf»^hillnb'  Go.  shall  respeo- 
tively  make  return  to  yon  of  the  names  a  first  names  of  all  sti^ob 
offenders  as  have  given  security  agreeably,  to  the  Aft  |iff|y  oa',  or 
be/ore  v*  ^Oth  day  of  April  next — which  returns  6ertified  b^  vote  as 
Original— you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  as'  early  as  possible  to  this 
dfice.'  •  "    '  i' 

I  ami  Sir,  : '/, '    1 

your  obedient  humble. servant^     .   .    .  J   '     .  i 

v..  ,  JOHN  A«Ml3TBiON6,J^./8ec>.    ' 

JDiredkdy  '  •   ■    '  '■ '/'  \ 

'  To  Robert  Levers,  Bsqr.,  Prothonotary  of  Korth'amptpa  County'* 

*  To  LawrencO  Keene,  Esqr.,  Prothonotary  of  North'*  Co'y.  .  .  '^  [^ 


Bebolution  of  Obneral  AdaBMBLT,  1786» 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly. 

Thursday  March  9, 1786,  A.  Si. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  report  of  the  committee  read 
March  6,  relative  to  the  disturbances  at  Wyoming,  whereupon 

Ordered,  that  it  be  recommitted  and  that  the  committee  bo 
instructed  to  confer  with  the  Supreme  Ezedutive  Oouncil  thereon  i 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALJiUS,  Asa't  Clerk. 


Bbsolution  of  Gbnsral  Asssmblt,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly. 

Friday,  March  10, 1786,  A.  M.    > 

Agreeably  to  tho  order  of  the  day  the  House  proceeded  (o  the* 

election  of  a  Register  of  Wilis  Ao*,  and  Beoorder  of  Deeds  ferthc 

32* 
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County  of  Westmorland,  and  the  Mlote  beins  taken,  it  appeared 
that  Jamea  Hamilton,  Baqnire,  was  dolj  eleeted,  wbereopon 

ReeoWed,  that  Ab  said  James  Hamilton  be  and  be  is  lietebj  ap- 
pointed Register  for  the  probate  of  Wills  and  granting  letters  of 
Administration^  and  Reoorder  of  Deeds  in  and  for  the  oonnlj  of 
Westmorland.  , 

Eztraet  from  the  Minutes, 

J.  SHALLUS,  Ass't  Clerk. 


JoHH  Nicholson  to  V.  P.  Bibbls,  1786. 

Compter  Oenenl's  Offiee^  Maieh  18th,  1786. 
Sir, 

Bj  an  Aot  of  Assembly  passed  22d  September,  1785,  the  Honble 
the  Supreme  EzeonUve  Council  are  authoriied  agreeable  to  Besolve 
of  Congres  of  the  7th  of  June  preoeding,  to  employ  the  loTalids 
who  are  pennonera,  as  guards,  &c. 

I  haye  long  conndered  the  papers  of  this  office  insecure,  consider- 
ing their  importance  to  the  State  and  the  temptations  to  individuals 
to  de8tro][  toem.  But  I  am  still  mote  uneasy  and  anxious  for  its 
security  since  the  Certificatea  received  in  the  Lind  Office  and  by  the 
late  Aot  of  the  1st  of  March  Instant,  have  come  in.  Permit  me  to 
request  that  your  Honble  Board  will  be  pleased  to  direct  thai  a 
guard  be  posted  here  for  the  security  of  this  and  the  other  public 
offices  in  the  State  House,  perhaps  one  Centind  in  front  and  one  at 
the  back  part  of  the  Hoose  might  be  thought  requisite,  the  better  to 
secure  fropi  danger  bynighti. 
I  have  the  Hon<ff  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir, 

your  obed'  servant, 

JN-  NICHOLSON. 
Direciedf 
The  Honble  Charles  Biddle,  Esqr.,  Vice  Preudent 


Bbsolution  of  Obnbral  Assbmblt,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  Oenend  Assembly. 

Fnday  March  24, 1786,  A.  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WhitehiUs,  seconded  by  Mr.  Edgar. 

Resolved^  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  and  they  are 

hereby  requested  to  direct  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  Ad 

entitled  "  An  Aet  to  atcertain  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 

<<  within  the  city  of  Philadelpliia,  and  within  eaeh  of  the  counties  of 
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'5  A\$  ComiDMlfeAUh)  and  for  d^r  pw^t>dMtf  tkemm  mentadMd/' 
pmied  the  tbiid  day  of  Marob  instaot^  to.lM  immediatai j  piinted ' 
aad  oaiiM  the  aftme  to  be  eqaally  diMr^ated  sod  d0liTei!id:to  IW. 
oommiBeioBen  of  the  0e?eral  eoonlies  witbin  Mb  Slate. 

Bstraets  from  the  Mintttes,  > 

J.  SHALLUS,  Asa't  Clerk.     \ 


JosspH  Hamilton  to  Col.  John  Franklin,  1786 

City  of  Hadeon,  March  24th^  1786. 
Deaf  Sir, 

This  I  send  to  toq  with  Mr.  Thomas  Oilbert,  and  three  yoans  men 
with  him  to  settle  in  that  Ooantrj,  they  are  all  Interested,  f  wish 
you  would  be  kind  enough  to  direct  them  to  find  my  lands.  I  re- 
ceived yoor  favour  and  a  Bundle  of  Papers  by  Cap^ln  Strong,  1 . 
immediately  Transmitted  thrm  to  Vermont  where  they  were  perused 
and  then  returned,  and  now  they  are  gone  on  to  Beaeih  and  perhaps 
to  Hartford,  I  continually  exert  every  Nerve  in  the  Cause,  I  endea- 
vour to  rouse  every  Body  and  every  thing  &  spare  no  cost  that  I  can 
be  at.  There  are  a  considerable  number  of  men  of  abilities  in  the 
Country  acting  briskly  in  your  favour,  which  consideration  may 
doubtless  serve  to  stimulate  and  encourage,  but  remember  there  is 
no  consideration  will  a^t  so  strong  in  your  favour  as  that  of  your 
absolute  desparaey,  this  with  a  moderate  degree  of  Policy  will  make 
it  utterly  impossible  you  should  ever  be  Conquered  unless  human 
nature  is  wholly  reversed,  in  the  meatime  every  Implement  of  defence 
should  be  stored  either  at  Tioga  or  betwixt  that  and  Lake  Otsago, 
aa  also  the  Books  of  Records  which  are  at  Windom.  I  have  wrote 
about  them  affairs  but  you  wrote  that  you  fear  to  loose  your  half 
share  men  if  a  meeting  don't  provide  for  laying  out  &c.  Good  Sir 
I  see  no  need  of  a  meeting  about  the  matter,  you  have  all  the  Power 
in  your  hand  that  the  ^oprietors  have,  locate  yon  Towns  for  them 
on  the  Company's  cost  with  the  rights  you  have  in  year  Hands  or  ' 
they  possess  it  would  be  well  however  for  the  sake  of  preserving  good 
order  that  the  Committee  for  laying  do  joyn  with  you  herein,  but  lay . 
them  out  in  any  figure  or  shape  is  judged  b^t  and  necessary  to  . 
accommodate  the  owners  and  is  agreeable  to  the  minds  of  the  now 
ruling  Committee  may  pitch  single  Farms  if  necessary  where  it 
makes  no  difficulty  on  the  ground,  But  above  all  preserve  good  order 
and  a  proper  subordination  and  harmony  among  yoursSves,  men 
thus  Planted  and  desperate  The  angels  from  Heaven  unless  Divinely 
Commissioned  could  not  disoosses,  moreover  none  of  the  old  Located 
Towns  that  are  Forfeited  will  stand  in  the  way  unleaa  renewed  by 
the  Committee  neither  onght  the  Committee  to  renew  unless  upon 
Conditions  of  Immediate  settlement  and  in  such  there  can  be  no 
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n6^«(4ffenewsl,infi8kottfMP  anjVrf  7#nt>^P«i^l«'«hilin  tut  the 
gfcMDd  {toitpdisewBair  kbdA  iiuit  are  not  absehilely  indl  wHkool  iat- 
patfi  afanMj'dottv^rtad  ba'vmato  property  in  the  krgeel'iieiifleof  ihe 
woid  I  trust  thaliM  9iepn4lovtlnt»i8>eat  in  the  G^oliy  will  evir 
beCloadied  wi^b  tbatilmpiuiiii^jMkidieiie  heehoald  be  remoTod 
unleaa  l^e  have,  moir^  lanpi  tben,  eomes  to  his  share.  The  Country 
taUrtiamereJdke'fttid'a  &r<se  and  in  my  opinion  has  been  the 
prinoipal  cause  that  the  whole  Country  has  not  been  settled  beyond 
doubt  long  agO|  even  in  ease  where  there  is  no  Jepardy  in  settling 
there  pan;  be  ]>q  feasen  iten^epe4  W.hy  be  .|hat  if^:  g^s  aheold'  not 
have  choicei  this  does  no  Injui^  to  the  rest  of  the  Proprietorsj  the  rati 
of  tlffJandaim  inade.prppo^t^pp^bly  more  valuable  bis  settling 
and  men  Very  often  misjudge  at  the  first  whieh  is  the  best  lands, 
my  Friends  go  op,. go  oik  bnt  for  God  sake  preserve  rule  and  sood 
of^ef  among  ytmrseiVes  but  let  tib  man  ^e  ntnong  you  but  who  reels 
himflj6li^  Interested,  letbim  be  pleased  with  his  situatioD  if  possible 
thM  ft  the  only  true  polioyi  Thuii  Sir  X  have  thrown  out  a  few  of 
n^  Vireside  tbeughtii.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  for  they  are  ainoere 
and'^^hat  I  am  bold  in  and  will  ever  endeavour  to  support, 
pM)^  l9i)r;  Pf'^t  n^y  Best  Compliments  to  Col  Butler,  &  Mr.  .fohn. 
soh  U  your'Bupfeme  Committee  in  particular  and  Individually  and 
teaUyy  pther  adquiinftanees. , 

PrayOod  M€«BS  ybtt  all, 
*'  Yotiir  Friend  &. Brother  in  Tabulation 

^     '        '  Hope  and  earnest  Expectation, 

r     /  JOS.  HAMILTON, 

^  Cq]1  ^obn  ^nugLklin, 
',■   Motto  PerBevienance, 


.         SttK>lement  to  the  24iih  of  Maceb.  « 

> Toiir' Paper  negotiatfons  are  Political  in  several  views;  in  the  first 
place  ihey  latertat  the  Minds  of  different  men  it  your  favour  and 
tUns  servM  to  Disarm,  and  secondly  may  procrastinate,  however 
argnmerits  will  net  do  unless  they  are  set  home  upon  the  Consdenee 
by  a  view  of  a  quick  operating  Phisio,  This  Phlsie  Doctor  Smith,  in 
hivlietter  Infcnrms  you,  keep  by  you,  if  so  and  you  administer  well, 
ydu  WiHbeallgood  Doctors,  (^int)  Burgoyne  fell  because  he  did 
not  preserve  a  retreat  to  the  Northward,  you  will  observe  that  we 
have  Dot  as  yet  been  diiiturbed  en  the  slip'  of  Land  two  miles  wide 
on  the  North  nde  of  our  Purchase,  we  have  bought  it  of  the  natives 
&iPennsylvania' do  not  claim  ft,  no  man  has  even  a  pretence  to 
trenble  ns  there  and  State  Troops  cannot  be  marched  out  of  the 
State  without  braakibg  confederation  these  appears  to  me  to  be  oon- 
sideratioiai  very  momentions  in  our  present  sitnatfon,  Bven  Mags* 
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rines  and  Warlike  8ior69,to  def<^nd  affainst  the  Indiana  who  it  is 
said  now  tfaieaten  niaj'  lawfally  be  deposited  there  Oannon  &o. 
N.  B.  yon  may  depend  on  a  visit  from  Head  Doctor  from  the  North 
(by  the  15th)  of  the  next  of  the  Petitions  with  his  apparatus  Glister 
Pipe  and  alL  Gapitv  Stnoj^  is  very  baisy  and  will  soon  be  there 
Mr.,'BeB|oh  ip  much  wanted  in  those  parts,  in  short  I  should  not 
know  how  to  do  withont  his  assistance  it  is  best  every  one  should.to 
i&  a  sttnatUHi  in  which,  they  tyan  be  uostseinrieablii  we  want^re^o- 
Intion  here  as  well  as  there  and  it.  will  not  do  to  Strike  a  man  in  tbM 
Streets  in  view  of  the  Public  without  telling  for  what,  ii  U^ior  thisr 
wamus^  oons^tly  do  in  the  Public  .Prints  and  emry  vbesd  else, 
oMk0rwi0e  m.bring  the feseMiQtnt  of. tbp  Public  .iip.on.na'  -i  \ 

J.H.    ' 


Gov,  Smallwood,  op  Maryland,  to  Prbs.  Dickikson, 

1786. 

Circular. 

Maryland,  Annapolis,  80^Mair6h,  1786.' 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmiCGng  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed 
Copy  of  ATOrKat-ot  the  liejmlatnre  of  4;ht8  Sta^i  under  the  ereat 
Seal,  passed  in  their  last  Session,  extending  the  time  limited  for 
bringing  in  and  settling  Claims  against  this  State  by  tfaeCiU^qps 
thereof,  and  for  limiting  the  time  for  bringing  in  and  settling  Clai^y 
against  the  said  State  by  Citizens  of  the  United  States. 

By  particular  di];ection  of  the  General  Assembly  of  tbii;  State,  I« 
have  to  request  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  order  tfae.Substaqoe.of 
tlus  Act  to  be  published,  or  such  part  thereof  as  you  may  j«d^r 
necessary  for  the  information  of  the  Citizens  of  your  @tate. 
'  The  Duty  on  Salt  in  this  State,  is  suspended  a^ter:the  l*^  of  April, 
next,  unless  at  that  Time,  or  until  there  be  a  Duty  laid  on  that 
Article  in  States  of  Yirginia  and  Pennsylvania^ — ^this  Contingency! 
obliges  me  to  request  of  your  Excellency  the^  earliest  infonnattioo  on ' 
this  Subject,  that  the  views  of  the  Iiegislature  here  may  be  carried 
into  execution. 

.1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  * 

Your  Exeellenc/s  mo.  Obed.  Servt., 

W.  SMALLWOOD. 
His  Excidlenoy  The  President  of  Pennsylvania*  1 
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S^c't  of  Comgrsss  to  PbB8.  F&ANKLUr,  178d. 

Ciroolar. 

OCoe  of  SecW  of  Gongrefls, 
April  1-,  1786. 
Sir, 

Ftrtutiit  to  the  order  of  OoDgrees,  I  herewith  trmmmi  to  jmt 
Bieelleney^  to  he  eommmiieftted  to  your  Legialatiuey  a  state  off  the 
xepreeentaaoii  tot  laet  mooth. 

I  alio  eadose  two  oopies  of  ihe  Jounial  as  far  ae  printed  one 
for  the  legidntife,  and  the  other  for  theezeeatiTe  hranoh  of  Ckven- 
nieDt* 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Ezoellenej's  most  obedienty 
&  most  humble  serrt, 

CHA.  THOMSON. 

His  Bxoelleaej  The  President  of  Pennsjlvania. 


Statement  of  Major  David  Lennox,  1786. 

I  was  taken  Prisoner  the  16»  Nov.,  1776,  k  Exchanged  the  20* 
April,  1778,  bat  was  not  released  till  the  Ib^  May.  I  then  joined 
the  Army  at  Yalley  Forge,  hot  found  that  I  could  not  get  the  Rank 
to  which  I  was  entitled ;  however,  having  every  wish  to  oontinne  in 
the  Serrice,  I  joined  General  Wayne's  Family,  &  continued  the 
whole  Oomnaign.  The  Committee  of  Conmss,  consisting  of  Gen- 
eral Read  nom  this  State,  and  Colonel  Kinnister  from  Virginia, 
together  with  the  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Line,  met  at  the 
White  Plains  in  August,  1778,  to  ascertain  the  Rank  of  the  Army. 
They,  wishing  to  do  me  all  the  Justice  in  their  power,  fixed  my 
Rank,  Yis^,  a  Majority  from  the  7th  June,  1777 ;  but  the  situation 
of  the  Army  did  not  admit  of  my  getting  the  Command  to  which  I 
was  entitled — this  is  Certified  by  General  Wayne,  who  was  the  then 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Pennsy*  Line.  The  Comptroller  General 
hss  settled  with  me  to  the  20th  April,  1778 ;  but  as  I  could  not 
get  ray  Command,  I  left  the  Army  after  the  Campaign  of  1778,  & 
think  it  a  hardship  to  be  deprived  of  my  Pay,  &c,  after  that  time. 
I  refer  to  General  Wane's  Certificate  for  the  hcta  set  forth. 

D.  L. 

Indonedf 

1786,  April  8. 
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COMK^SIOKSRS  ON  NAVIGATION  OF  SUSQUBHAKNA,  1786.  ^ 

Sir, 

YoQ  were  this  di^y  appointed  one  of  five  Commissioneraon  the  part 
of  tbia  State  to  treat  with  Commimionera  apppointed,  or  to  be 
appointed,  by  the  Statea  of  Delaware  &  Maryland  on  the  aob)eot  of 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  Snsanehannah  River,  ft  for  the 
pnrposea  eipressed  in  Resol.  of  AaBembiy  of  the  21 8t  of  March  last. 
Yon  will  be  pleased  to  signify  yonr  Aoceptanoe  or  refusal  of  this 
appointment,  as  early  as  possible* 

I  am,  with  mnioh  respect, 

Yonr  most  Obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  jr.,  Seo'y.* 
Samtarir's  Office,  5th  April,  1786. 

The   Hon.   Francis  Hopkinson,  Esqnire,  Doctor  John  Ewing, 
Bavid  Rittenhonse,  Robert  Milligan  and  George  Lattimer,  Esquires. 


F.  Hopkinson  to  Y.  P.  Biddlb,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  am  sensible  of  the  Honour  the  Supreme  Executive  Oounoil  have 
done  me  in  the  appointment  of  yesterday.  I  wish  I  may  be  able  to 
answer  their  Expectation  in  the  object  of  this  Commission.  I  shall 
however,  use  my  best  Endeavours  to  execute  the  Duty  required, 
unless  such  circumstances  should  occur  as  ought  to  hold  me  excused 
ft  prevent  my  leaving  Home, 
lam  Sir, 

with  much  Regard, 

your  obedient  SerVt, 

ERA'S  HOPKINSON.t 
Philadelphia,  April  6th,  1786. 


ROBftRT  MiLLIOAN  TO  SbOT.  ARMSTRONG,  1786. 

Phil'a,  6th  April,  1786. 
Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  favoured  with  yours  notifying  to  me,  that  Council 
had  appointed  me  one  of  the  five  Commissioners,  to  treat  with  those 
of  Maryland  &  Delaware  on  the  subject  of  the  navigation  of  the  Sua- 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  XV.,  p.  2, 
t  Bee  Ibid. 
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qaehaJi|Qah.    Be  pleased  to  aeqnaint  the  Coniioil  that  I  oonrider 
myself  miieh  honor  d  by  tiieir  appcnntment  and  most  readily  aoeept  It. 
I  am  Sir, 

y  most.obed't  SeiVty 

ToOea'l.AmttiODgf  Seo'yofCoonoU*  . 


John  Lukbns,  S-  Q,,  to  V.  P.  Biddl^  1786. 

Sir,  .  ..    r 

Agreeable  to  your  Order  of  ' Wedtiesday  last ;  I  woa'd 
mend  Robert    Galbraith,  Esqr.i  of  th^  GoQuty  of  %d£aid  to 
meaHim  jc  aaeertain  t^e  beandaries  of  the  several  dUtriots  between 
t'he  Canoe  place  on  tlie  west  branoh  of  Sasquebannah|  and  tha 
Kittaning  on  the  Allegany  Biyer. 
I  am  SiTi 

Yo^r  H;ble  Senr't, 

'  JNO.  LUKENS;8.  G.t 
Friday,  7th  April,  1786. 

.  To  The  HoQ'bie  Cha's  Biddl^,  Esqr.,  V.  P.,  PceMnt 


EtEcnoN  or  Phobatjs  op  Wills,  1786. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Ascmbly, 

Friday  April  7, 1786— A.  M. 
Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Regtster  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of 
Administration  and  Recorder  of  Deeds  in  atad  for  the  connty  of 
Chester  and  the  ballots  being  taken  it  appeared  that  Persifor 
Frazer,  Esqnire  was  duly  elected,  whereupon. 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Persifer  Fratec  be  and  he  is  hBiriby  ap- 
pointed Register  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of 
Adminislration  and  Recorder  of  Deeds  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Chester. 

Extract  from  the  minutes^ 

J.  SUALLUS,  Afist.  Clerk. 

.«  Soo  Col.  Rec.,  XV.  p«  2. 
t  See  Ibid.  p.  8. 
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Washington  Oomity,  16th  April,,  lt86. 
Oentlemen. 

Aboot  ten  days  ago  a  t/tr.  Graham^  Excise  officer  foi:  tba  three 
western  Counties,  was  in  the  exercise  of  his  oftce  ii^  thif  Oountj, 
seised  by  a  number  at  People  and  Treated  in  the  following  manneri 
vis.  His  Pistols  which  he  carried  before  him  talea  and  broke  to 
pieces  in  his  Presence,  his  Commission  and  all  his  papers  relaiting 
tp  his  Office  tore  an4  thrown  in  the  m«di  and  he  forced)  or  made  to 
stamp  on  them,  and  Imprecate  curses  on  himsel.fy  the  Ooaunisaion' 
and  the  Authority  that  gave  it  to  him,  they  then  cut  off  one  half  of. 
his  hair,  cued  tl^e  other  \mif  q^  one  aide  0f  hie  Head,  cul  off  tbe 
Cock  of  his  Hat,  and  made  him  i^ear  it  in  a  form  to  render  bis  Cue. 
the  most  Conspicuous,  this  with  many  other  marks  of  Ignominy  they 
Imposed  on  him  &  to  which  he  wa»  obliged  to  submit,  and  in  the 
above  plight  they  marched  him  amidst  t^  Crowd  fros^  the-  frontiers 
of  this  County  to  Westmorehind  County,  caling  at  all  the  Still 
Houses  in  their  way  where  they  were  Treated  Gratis^  and  e^posfd 
him  to  every  Insult,  and  mockery  that  their  Invention  could  oon^ 
trive.  They  set  him  at  Liberty  at  the  entrance  of  Westmoreland 
but  with  Threap  of  utt^r  Desolution  should  he  dare  tp  return  to  opr 
County. 

This  Bandittis  I  am  toM  denounces  distruction,  vengence  against 
all  manner  of  People  who  dare  to  oppose,  or  even  ganesay  this  their 
unparrelled  behaviour,  and  that  they  will  support  every  Person  con- 
cerned against  every  opposition.  I  suppose  they  depend  on  their 
numbers  for  I  am  told  the  Combination  is  large. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  as  a  good  Citizen  to  give  your  Honor- 
able Board  information  of  this  matchless  and  daring  Insult  offered 
to  Government,  and  tbe  necessity  there  is  for  a  speedy  and  Exam- 
plary  punishing  being  inflicted  on  those  atrocious  olRsnders,  for  if 
this  piece  of  conduct  is  lightly  looked  over  no  Civil  officer  will  be 
safe  in  t^ie  Exercise  of  his  duty,  though  some  Gentlemen  with  whom 
I  have  conversed,  think  it  would  be  best^  apd  wish  a  iqild  prose- 
cution, for  my  part  I  am  of  a  different  opinion,  for  it  certainly  is  the 
most  audacious  a^d  accomplished  piece  of  outragioas,  and  unpro- 
voked Insult  that  was  ever  offered  to  a  Government  and  the  Liberties, 
of  a  free  People,  and  what  in  my  opinion  greatly  agrivates  their 
Guilt  is,  that  it  was  not  done  in  a  Gnat  of  Passion,  but  cooly,  delibe- 
rately, and  Prosecuted  from  day  to  day,  and  there  appears  such  a 
desolnitey  and.  refractory  spirit  to  prevade  a  Certain  olass  of  People 
here,  particularly  those  concerned  in  the  above  Job,  that  demands 
the  aUention  of  Government,  and  the  most  severe  punishment. 

I  am  not  able  to  give  the  names  of  all  concerned,  nor  have  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  making  pertienlar  eiM|oiry  bal  have  received  the 
aforegoing  inifcHrmation  wm  different  people  oa  wbon  I  can  'reljy 
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neither  do  I  think  they  haye  aa  many  6iendfl[  aa  iii^  lappose,  or 

would  wish  to  make  the  public  believe. 

I  jbuave  it  not  in  ipj  Power  at  thia  time  to  be  aa  full  and  explidt 
aa  I  could  wifili  on  this  subjeot,  aa  1  have  but  Just  time  to  harry  op. 
this  Bcraifl  while  the  carrier,  is  waiting. 
1  am'GentIemen« 

with  the.  highest  Esteem  and  Respect^ 
your  nii^st  obdt.  veiy  Humble  Servt 

DORSET  PENTECOST. 
P.  8.  I  liave  just  snatched  as  much  time  aa  to  write  a  short  note 
to  t&e  Ohief  JnalicOi  on  the  above  subject 

Bis  Ei»ellenoy>  The  Prendent  and  !Hembera  of  the  Supreme 
Bxeeutivd'Oottncil  of  Pennsylvania. 


Lt,  Coil.  Wm.  Coats  to  Council,  1786. 

'  To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Ei^ecutive  Council,  For  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
QentlemeUy 

I  am  under  the  Necessity  of  applying  to  Council  for  an  order  on 
the  Treasurer  f<^  Two  Hundred  pounds,  to  pay  off  a  Nnmber  of 
Pemands  a^in^t  me  as  laeutenant  of  the  County  of  Philada.  vis. 
firom  the  First  Second  and  Fifth  Battalions,  Accounts  from  which 
have  Come  to  Hand,  for  seven  &  eight  years  Arreagea  Due  to 
I)rummers  &  Fiffers  or  to  the  Ofioers  who  have  Advanced  the  monej 
and  to  the  Officers  for  making  the  annual  Beturns  of  the  Male 
"^^ite  Inhabitants,  for  the  repwing  of  Arms,  Making  and  Repairing 
of  Prums,  Printers,  &c.,  &o. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  Remain  the  Gouneils, 
Most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  COATS,  Lieut  C.  P. 

Philad.  County,  April  26th,  1786. 
Directed^ 

Charles  iBiddle  Esq.,  Vice  President,  and  the  Honorable  Exeeu- 
tive  Council  for  the  Commopwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


MiUOB  BlOHD.  FULLBRTON  TO  PbBB.   FbAHKLDT, 

Phihdelphia,  1st  May,  1786. 
Oentlemen, 

As  a  Military  ardour,  unknown  since  the  year  '75,  seems  to  per- 
vade; and  as  it  IS  ouff  wLih  to  encourage  it,  b^  every  means  in  oar 
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power;  we  take  tbre  KWty  of  reqiieflliiig  you  will  grant  MOfik' 
Powder  for  4(K)  men  for  the  dse  of  the  third  BatlalioD  Philadelphia 
Militia,  &  aa  we  woold  not  appear  eelflsh  ob  the  oooaaion,  you  will 
paidon  oar  reqaeatioff  the  same  indtdgenoe  for  the  other  Batlalioii8.» 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  Sentiments  of  respeot 
Gentlemen,  your  obedt.  &  ham.  Seryt. 

JNO.  SHEE,  Lt  Col.  oommand.  3d,  B. 

RIGHD.  FULLERTON,  Major.     . 
Directed^ 

.  Hia  Bzcellenoy,  Beoj.  Franklin  Esq.,  &  The  HcoiUe.  ExecotiTer 
Oonnoil. 


Sbc't  of  Forbign  Apfairs  to  Prbs.  F»ANKij|ir,  1786.  , 

.    Ciroalar. 
Offiee  for  foreign  affairs,  8d  Ifay,  1786. 
Sir, 

Congress  hate.been  pleased  to  o^er  that  I  shoold  ''report  partioa- 
<<  larly  and  speoi^y  how  far  the  several  States  have  complied  with 
<'  the  Proclamation  of  Coogress  of  the  14th  Jan.,  1784,*  and  the 
"  Becommendation  accompanying  the  same,  parsaant  to  the  defini- 
"  tiye  Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
'<  Great  Britain.'' 

In  order  that  I  may  be  able  to  fulfil  the  Expectations  of  Congress 
I  mast  request  the  Favor  of  your  Ezoellenoy  to  inform  me  whdthet 
Mid  how  far  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  has  complied  with 
the  Beoommendation  in  question. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
your  Exeellene/s  Most 

obedient  &  humble  Servt, 

JOHN  JAY. 
Dxrectedy 

His  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania* 

Pbbs.  Franklin  to  Delegatbs  in  Congress,  1786. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  10th,  1786. 
Gentlemen, 

I  reod.  yesterday  Evening  the  letter  you  did  ne  the  honor  of 
writing  to  me  the  7th  Instant,  and  this  moniing  1  communicated 

«  See  page  19a. 
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Ika  Mne  ta  the  Gonooil ;  bot  Ibe  Bmd  hflbig  rary  fhfai  II10  oon- 
aideratfon  thetoof  «m  postponed  'till  to-morvoir  iMraingy  one  of  Ika 
Uavben  leqaeitiDg  be  Mig^l  teko  tbe  letter  witb  the  pApen  H  in- 
qloeed  borne  nitk  bim  for  nora  Meiltiye  pevniAl ;  be  bea  ainee  htm 
with  me  u  hes  aleo  Mr.  Wilson  yo|v  GeHetgw  i0  the  delegation, 
end  thej  both  ezprese  mnob  apprehenaion  that  ffet^t  inoonvenienee 
to  this  state  may  arise  from  the  acoeptance  of  the  Cessipn  proposed 
by  Gonn^tiQuti  if  it  be  made  in  the  Terms  after  the  printed  deed, 
and  therefore  hsTe  advised  that  I  shonld  write  this  evening  to  desire 
that  yott  wonld  endeavour  to  obtain  a  delay  of  the  determination 
'till  some  day  next  week ;  Mr.  Wilson  intending  to  set  out  for  New 
Toric  on  Viidayy  in  order  to  be  with  you  on  Satnrdi^  nezt|  and  join 
you  in  Congress  the  week  following.  The  Consideration  of  your 
whole  Letter  will  be  taken  in  Ooun^  to-morrow  whioh  may  enable 
me  to  write  to  you  more  fully  by  the  afte^oons  Poal^  this  I  eball 
endeavour  to  send  by  the  stage. 

With  great  Esteem  and  regard, 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be^  GendemeUy 

your  most  obd.  &  most  hble.  Servt., 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
President. 


AnDBSW  PORmSK  TO  COVKOEL)  178& 

PhUadk.,  May  lOth^  I786w 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  lefive  to  inform  Council' that  I  pmpose  to  proceed  to  At 
Westward  without  loss  of  time,  in  ofder  to  eomplea^ibe  Line  of  the 
Western  Boundary  of  the  State;  and  being  infoiined  that  Mr. 
Alexander  McClain  is  to  assist  me  in  the  business,  should  be  glad 
his  appointment  might  be  sent  him  as  soon  as  convenient. 

I  must  request  the  favour  of  Council  to  grant  me  an  order  on  the 
Treasury  for  £100  to  enable  me  to  proceed  on  the  business. 
I  am,  with  Bespect, 

Gent.,  your  obdt.  Servt., 

ANDREW  PORTER. 


W.H.  Smith  and  othbrs  to  Corporal  Montgomsrt,  1786. 

Sir, 

My  conscience,  my  oath  to  the  State,  binds  me  to  infonnf  I  Wioie 
to  Esqr.  Shaw  ea  the  subject  informin|^  of  a  Pesign  of  forming  n 
New  State,  whioh  is. to  indude  Wiomingi  &  also  to  inolmde  iha 

•  See  Col.  Reo.,  Yel.  XV.,  pp.  19, 20. 
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Oipeoe  ft  Territory  of  linjf  oI»imed  by  New  York ;  tbe  Prineipal 

agents  live  in  State  of  New  Tork  &  OoDneotioat,  I  am  beoonie  not 
only  acquainted  with  tboee  ageate  but  their  wbole  plan  of  prooeed- 
ingp  by  means  of  Letters  which  I  have  Intercepted.  I  have  Neither 
Honey  or  horse  fit  to  ride,  or  I  would  have  gone  to  (Governor  and 
Gonnoil  myself,  Colonel  John  Franklin  &  Captain  Solloman  Strong 
are  principal  actors,  Strong  lives  in  the  State  of  New  York,  is  now 
gone  up  to  Wisook,  where  he  pretends  to  have  a  Large  share  in  a 
Town,  which  was  laid  oat  under  Conneotioot,  Strong  has  told 
me  and  a  number  of  others,  that  he  went  twice  to  Varmoont  before 
he  could  prevale  with  General  Allen  to  come  to  Wioming,  Strong 
said  that  he  had  Brought  all  in  to  fight  General  Devane  who  he 
Pretended  was  to  come  to  Wioming  with  troops  fW>m  Pennsylvania. 
Esqr.  Shaw  informed  me  that  he  expected  to  send  fifty  men  here  to 
Take  if  possible  Allen  &  many  others,  which  I  described  yesterday. 
Franklin  and  Allen  left  &  set  out  to  go  to  Connecticut  in  order  to 
attend  to  a  meeting  of  the  SuBquehanna  Ptoprietorsi  Pruy  irtop  ihe 
intended  force,  if  they  are  set  out,  send  after  them  and  call  them 
back  I  I  wish  that  this  matter  may  lie  still,  &  my  proceedings  re- 
main a  Cecret  untill  the  minds  of  Governor  A  Council  are  made 
manifest  to  me,  &  the  uudersigners,  who  are  the  only  Persons  in  the 
settlement  acquainted  with  my  discoveries,  who  are  harty  in  the 
Cases,  whenever  we  shall  get  orders  from  authority,  we  will  Take  A 
deliver  to  the  authority  at  ounsburey,  the  following  persons,  Ethan 
Allen,  John  Franklin,  Soloman  Strong,  James  Fin,  John  Jinkensi 
Christopher  HoUbert.  Their  Designs  is  if  possable  to  purswade  the 
people  on  the  west  Branch  to  joyn  them.  Franklin  k  Jinkena  did 
engage  James  Fin,  a  Baptise  Minister  some  time  Back,  to  make  a 
visit  to  the  west  branch  and  to  preach  about  amoi^st  the  people 
there,  and  feale  out  their  minds  in  regard  to  a  New  State.  If  AUen, 
Franklin  &  Strong  wefe  removed,  tire  others  would  do  but  Little  | 
the  longer  the  matter  is  delayed,  the  stronger  they  get,  they  bBve 
some  ammunition  stored,  and  some  provision  tn  store,  a  timely  ezer* 
tion  would  perhaps  prevent  a  deal  of  trouble  and  blood-shead.  Allin 
and  Franklin  and  Strong  have  used  many  arguments  ft  strstegine  to 
seduce  the  People  and  prejudice  them  against  Pennsylvania;  but  to 
little  purpose.  I  have  put  up  many  advertisements  urging  the  people 
to  attend  to  their  Duty  agreeable  to  their  Ingagements.  Allin  and 
Franklin  and  Strong  made  it  their  business  to  go  from  district  to 
district  and  pul  down  my  papers,  which  were  put  up  and  repeatedlv 
threatened  my  life,  which  I  disregard.  I  expect  Captain  Shools  k 
we  will  soon  call  the  people  together ;  the  people  in  General  are 
determined  to  adhear  to  Pennsjlvania.  I  have  with  unwearied  labor  & 
argument  got  the  people  to  believe  that  Pennsylvania  will  do  us 
Justice.  If  we  were  properly  organised  with  authority  we  would  Exert 
ourselves  when  the  above  men  arive,  if  they  should  have  force,  &  we 
think  it  not  prudent  to  attempt  taking  them,  we  shall  call  on  yon 
for  assistance. 
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;    P.  8*^1 'sepd  f^n  G6pi^  Of  the  pafMitf  ^hioh  I  had  pat  «p  k 
iMeh  Di0fcrio(# 

Sitf  we  the  undenigneMi  tre 

with  Esteem,  jonr  moat 
'  obedient  humble  Ser7t8., 

WM.  HOOKER  SMITH, 
SAMUEL  HOWER, 
ABRAHAM  WBSTBROCK. 
May  14tb/1786. 
Mtreoted, 
.    Corp'i  MoDgomerj,  at  Sanbarey. 


do.  Wm.  SheafiL 


Account  op  Oity  Lots  which  have  Rbysbtsd  to  ths 
State,  1786. 

AecOTknt  of  The  Oity  lot  sold  ptursnant  to  act  of  Assembly  passed 
the  10th  of  April,  1781,  which  have  reverted  to  The  State  by  the 
Non-payment  of  The  PnrchaserSj  and  which  are  directed  to  be  sold 
by  act  passed  April,  1786. 

8.  No.  9, 10, 11,  12,  13,  14, 15,  &  18,  bought  by  B.  Blwne  Esq. 

9.  No.  608,  509,  510,  511,  788,  739,  740,  741,  &  742, 

do.  John  SfitchdL 

No.  1229, 1280, 1231, 1282, 1233, 1234,^ 
21.  1235, 1286,  1237, 1238,  1739, 1240, 

1241, 1242, 1248, 1244, 1246, 1246, 1248, 

1249,  1260. 

6.  No.  1875, 1376, 1596,  1597, 1599,        -      do.  James  Boddcn. 
2.  No.  1592, 1598.  ....      do.  Sam.  M.  Brown. 

8.  No.  1624, 1625,  1626,  1627, 1628, 1629, 

1630,  1631,    do.  John  Barker. 
2.  No.  1753, 1754.           ....      do.  Wm,  Grindhig. 
8.  No.  1766,  1767,  1768,          -        -        -      do.  George  Way. 
1.  Not  1771, do.  Stace.  Hepburn. 


JNO:  NICHOLSON, 
Compty.  Gen.  Office,  May  16th,  1786. 
1786;  June  10th,  appd.  for  the  sale  of  the  above  lot0.t 

♦  See  Col.  Beo.,  XV.,  p.  27. 
t  See  Ibid.  pp.  28,  87. 
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DBPosmoN  Of  JoHK  Lkith, — ^Ikdian  Robbbribs,  1786. 

Kttsburg,  May  16tb,  1786. 
The  Infcrmation  of  Mr.  John  Leith  Being  this  Inst,  arriyed  from 
MaskiDgnmi  from  his  Camp,  he  sajs  that  he  arriyed  at  his  Camp 
from  this  place  on  Saturday  the  thirteenth  of  this  Month  and  on  his 
arrival  he  fonnd  every  thing  to  his  Satisfketioni  Only  that  by  making 
Inquire  he  found,  that  there  was  two  Delaware  Indians  had  come 
there  above  a  Quarter  of  an  hour  before  him,  who  Informed  him 
that  there  was  a  Certain  William  Dawson  and  a  Charles  McClain, 
who  was  In  the  Indian  trading  bussiness  was  Robbed  of  all  there 
Goods  &  property  that  he  had  with  them,  that  same  Morning  about 
Eleven  O'clock,  Likewise  four  of  their  working  hands  Killed.  And 
the  opinion  of  the  above  Mentioned  Indians  of  Dawson  &  McClains 
Lives  being  Sav'd  was  as  the  had  Being  formly  British  Traders 
But  at  this  time  the  have  had  their  Goods  from  the  United  States, 
the  same  two  Indians  told  Mr.  Leith  to  Depart  from  that  place  as 
Quick  as  possible  as  he  was  in  very  Great  danger  of  his  Life,  the 
Likewise  was  so  frendly  with  him  that  the  took  upon  themselves  to 
Secure  all  his  Gbods  &  property  that  he  had  at  his  Camp  A  fof 
)iimself  to  Escape  Immediately  as  the  were  very  sure,  there  would 
be  a  party  of  Cherokees  &  lyjinffo  Indians,  there  that  Night  to  Cutt 
them  all  of  Likewise,  the'.told  him  that  there  was  another  party  gone 
to  the  Salt  Licks  If  the  had  not  already  gott  there  and  Cut  the 
white  people  of  that  were  there.  Upon  the  hearing  of  this  News  he 
Immediately  Departed  from  that  place,  unto  here.  Leaving  all  his 
property  in  the  Care  of  the  two  Mentioned  Indians  &  one  more  who 
was  hired  with  him.  ^ 

JOHN  LEITH, 
Sworn  and  Suboribed  Before  me  May  the  Seventeenth,  1786. 

MICH.  HUPFNA6LE, 


'^Michael  Huffnaqlb  to  Secbetary  Armstrong,  1786. 

Sir, 
.  A  few  days  ago  a  Committee  appointed  at  this  place  wrote  to  the 
President  &  Supreme  Executive  informing  them  of  our  situation  b 
the  disposition  of  the  Indians  from  the  different  information  we  ha4 
received.  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  must  address  you,  to  give  the  now. 
information  to  Council  again  for  which  information,!  inclose  yoa 
the  deposition  of  Mr.  John  Leith  a  Man  employed  by  Mr.  Duncan 
in  the  Indian  Trade.  I  would  also  mention  that  although  it  ia 
propable  that  the  Delaware  Indians  &  Wyandotes  which  to  be 
friendly,  yet  something  ought  to  be  done  as  the  People  that  are  now 
doing  the  Mischief  are  part  of  the  Mingoe  Nation,  &  that  Nation 
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not  ealling  them  to  an  aooount  shows  Ast  tb^y  miut 
them  in  it,  or  that  thej  are  afraid  to  say  any  thing  to  them.     Mr. 
Danoan  setta  off  to  Morrew  Morning  to  look  after  his  property,  at 
his  return  I  will  give  yon  each  informatton  as  I  may  xeoeive. 
your  very  Hble.  Servt.    . 

MICH.  HUFFNAGLS, 
May  17, 1786,  Pittsburg. 
Directed^ 

(On  Publio  Service.) 
Oen.  John  Armstrong  Jr.,  Secretary  Snpimne  Elseootivv^  Plu]»> 
dJpbia. 
Hon.  by  Gen.  Irwin. 


Wm.  Shaw  to  Council,  1786, 

Col.  Montgomery's,  May  18th,  1786. 
To  His  Ezeellency  the  President  aad  the  Supfeme  Sxaeutm  Coun- 

oil  of  the  State  of  PenDsylvania. 
Oentlemen, 

At  the  request  of  Cap't  John  Paul  Schott,  agent  for  the  settlers  at 
Wyoming,  I  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  9th  of  April  last,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  recognizance  of  the  People  who  were  willing  to 
comply  with  a  law  passed  the  24tb  day  of  Dec'r  last,  where  one 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  of  said  settlers  entered  into  recognisance 
on  and  before  the  15th  of  April,  agreeable  to  law,  and  afterwards  a 
tiumber  took  the  oath  allegiance  to  the  State,  and  the  inhabitaaoe 
in  general  then  appeared  very  desirous  of  being  Gitiaens,  nntill 
unluckily  on  the  27th,  Go  .  Athen  Allen  oame  to  Wyoming,  who 
alarmed  them  by  telling  them  he  despised  their  treating  with  PeuH 
syFa,  that  he  had  formed  one  new  State,  and  with  one  hundred 
Oreen  Mountain  Boys,  and  two  hundred  Rifle  men  he  oould  make 
that  a  new  State  in  defiance  of  Pennsylvania ;  on  the  10th  Instaat 
I  received  a  letter  from  a  settler  there  nearly  to  the  same  purpart  of 
one  inclosed  by  Col.  Wm.  Montgomery,  Bsqr.,  which  I  shewed  to  a 
few,  who  advised  I  should  asain  go  up  to  Wyoming,  whioh  I  did, 
and  the  14th  arriyed  there.  I  found  a  number  that  did  not  seem  to 
be  so  familiar  as  formily,  I  also  meet  with  a  number  who  appeared 
to  be  much  in  favor  of,  and  wished  to  comply  with  the  Laws  of  the 
State,  one  of  whom  produced  me  the  copy  of  a  letter  he  had  enter- 
oepted  and  taken,  which  he  made  oath  before  me  was  a  true  one,  a 
copy  of  which  I  inclose.  The  man  is  a  person  who  may  be  relied  on 
but  wished  bis  name  might  not  be  made  known  least  some  of  the 
enemies  of  the  state  would  take  away  his  life  for  it,  on  the  evening 
of  the  14th  the  Sheriff  of  this  County  arrive  at  Wioming  and  on  tha 
three  following  days  served  several  Writs,  but  most  of  them  on  whom 
they  were  served  refused  to  give  bail  bonds,  and  on  the  17th  a  nnm- 
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tteplMu.        •'  *    -''        .     •! 

^IlbfioluMtof  the  nropiM*«t<>f  tilt  SuqaebAiitb  OoiiiVMyic. 

S9  J^kii  FnmUhi^  Whi^  tMrha^«iiglii  'U  good  peOof  In  gpmti'^^ 
meDt  to  endeavour  to  prevent  by  Minii{f  tod  teadhig  aoaidlMi^tlMM^ 
which  would  be  a  mefeBwof  mtmnffitg  tkMRtlwft  avA  Mebdiy  to 
the  governmeni-  aad  Lam-  of.  ihiv  fltalo  and  a'  disooaragement  to 
those  who  ^tB  wcveriog^  mtmh  wiH  depend  on  the  firmnew  of  the 
•ddin  and  the  die hUer^tadneae  of  the  Officers. 

I  am  Qentlemen  with  Esteem  >\ 

'  yottr Oiedieiit  BiimkkflanPl, 

WM.  SHAtf,.  ''* 

Dirteted  .     .»  ... 

To  His  EzoBlIency  the  Prendent-and  the  supreme  Exeoattve 
Oonneil  of  the  State  of  Pennsjdva^ia. 

Favor'dl 

Wm.   MONTOOMWIY  Xp  COUNCIL,  1786. 

Northbd.,  Maj  20lh,  1786,    ",' 
His  Ezoellenoy  the  President  &*  the  HQBocaUe.tbe  Sapreme  fyr*. 
*  eontiv^  Oopnoily  &c.  .  .    > 

.  fiiaOB  th«  loolQ0ed  kt«sr  0f  tha  i7th  A  tn^ttng  Was  bad  d  ihari 
JMtioetf,  The  Sberii^  The  Lieatenaiit  of  the  Ooiuity  A  a  Numiber  of - 
other.  Pfisbipel  Ckntlenen  #h<»«pon  ctaaidenitioii  ofthelitel-^ 
li^ea  fioia  Wyesaing  thayintirolj  obnear  in  aentnneiit  (renecHag-. 
the  daflMr)  wttb  tha  repffeseala^a  ui  my  Letter  A  lha«  of  Wh. 
Bhiwy  K«q't|.an4  are  whmdj  A  dicUedly  of  opiaioii  thai,  no  iinka,. 


r  Aa«kl  be  loaf ;  Tfaiit  there  is  the  gfeateat  &  atoe^ 
eiftieeot  danger  of  a  disttenabciBMiilt  of  the  'state^i  That  thjepattf-. 
ninllir  Jtlkn  AUea^  Jefaa  BimMuki  *  fiolefeuNi  Stroitg  inenisei 
deUy;  Tbiir  Hmt  liaiitod  irretenMM  ettend  iaidie:  whole  el  the: 
4AAl>egiee,ef  ImOni^i  That^tow.thenatateof  their  viewa  «hby  • 
itiil  .beia  et^mbioM  farce  Aotiag  tome^mAj  aad  as  coneeait^a^  tfaeia> 
eporoa^lvnenlat  like  Mie  feedal  eysteai  ef  old^  idll  laraiah  tl^e  its^f. 
nwd  tf  thei* *dheitalB and  feUewtsii v ^ni mot peradn.iti  the  SMd > 
l^efar'HMOle  6eer  the  pnaent  aeaae^  if  wthi*  the  abore  liiin|,i. 
cataf  he|>e  te  Miliaiis  a  PeoaflmiM  tiitheik  thi»  mest  wpeMtfi-, 
eiMttei^Md  .vii*rtai  eaeitiaQ  el  ^qrewnnspit  ki4sa|ipiessiag,thii 
4eH|sreds  los^Metiaik.  Thatisi.tliaiv  apfMiam  eiE  a  Nndbec^of  t 
llso^.iik  iWiemis^  who- talk  iilm  faehyaiii  itodi^iwJietft^r  lfci»  ifa  i 
sMteri^GM  fcmir«>  ^^  '^  tlleie«rva«y'einBad  iijpide  IhetoJihey't 
Vol.  3L-43 
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Bh^M  BOi  be  jMt|  tktiff  Bnwly  iib^iiiI'  aMto-fcif  •  fi 
t«ii4a«i0y  lo  dtYide  the  poty  ftudib^  MCH^itidiiy swh  liiei 
It  is  also  the  opinioD  of  all  present  that  it  is  extrenely  pn  . 
gire  ymB,  tkU  Uaulf  tnfiorlDaiitiL  hjm  peieoa  of  loMligsaee,  nAftr 
tiMt  purpose  bate  mraDimoailj  appoteted  <9caL  Jelm  Bvli,  Bsf^ 
to  eirrj  tkese  Oispetahes,  to  irhooi  ihej  beg  kiive  to  rdet  j9m  Ut 
DMie  miovte  md  Miftisiil«r  InfiamMtka. 

I  Mtt  QealMieft  irtth  y*"  giertwl  respeet, 

his  BsoelleBoj  ud  your  Honor's 

obedieM  bunUe  ouieasif' 

1VM .  HONTOOMBIT. 

To  Hie'Bieelkttqp  Ibe  PreeiiBiit  ft  Sapreme  BxeentiTe  Coandlof 
the  StMo  of  PeoBiylyania. 
Hon'rd  f  01.  Ball. 


Wm.  MOEVTOOMIRT  TO  0.  J.  HcKtAs,  1786. 

North'hd,  Hay  20tb,  1786. 
Honored  Sir^ 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  ii^closing  yon  a  oopy  of  an  intercepted 
letter  which  pisceth  the  designs  of  a  jNumber  of  People  at  Wioming 
in  a  clear  and  decided  point  of  ?iew ;  there  we  are  informed  of  some  of 
the  active  persons  in  the  scheme  of  a  new  and  Independent  state;  of 
the  best  mode  of  carrying  It  on,  and  of  the  then  expected  arriyal  of 
Col.  Ethan  Allen  from  Vermont,  since  the  writing  of  whiob  Allen 
has  lanrivedy  talks  freely  of  a  new  state.  Reprobates  the  Idea  of  sub- 
ntisnoii  to  Pennsylvania;  and  be  in  conjunction  with  a  Ool.  Jobw 
Franklin  of  that  pkoe  and  a  Captain  Solomon  Strong  of  New  Ycfik 
State  are  gone  abont  a  week  ago  to  nseet  the  Sns^ebannah 
Company  to  oonsolt  what  measnres  are  next  to  be  pnrsoed— Wo 
find  they  havesome  smmnnitioii  ft  stores  laid  up  so  that  upon  tbe 
wbob  it  appears  to  as  beyonda  doubt  that  a  diwnewbetwieut  of  tbe 
Slate  wiD  take  plaea  unless  iaunsdiaie  force  prereot^  for  we  find 
that  no  Qvertores  cm  be  made  tbai^  spiU-saftisfy  M  parties  there,  TW 
moat  Bmited  elaiia  ef  tbe  BeheoHn  is  ther  wbele  of  tbe  iSd  D^rse 
of  Latitttde  thtongbont  PennsylwMiVH*-Oain  she  mibniit  to  this;  dhe 
cannot;  Surdy  onr  yeomenry  will  no  -tonger  mTi  it  is  a  Land 
Jobing  Quarfei.  34ie  Bill  isr  striking  them  w  an  a  ssMrato 
County  eventnally  seeme  to  put  tba*  eui  of  Question ;  km  no  knger 
a  private  Qoarrei,  ie  ia  aow  haaone  a  asriooaOofemttiental  coueeni, 
and  I  hope  PeDss^tania  wiU  suppori  aa  dignified  a  Oharwsler  to  tUfi 
aSEdr;Md  asasathev  supseMaay  aa  iiillyasabe  did  her  lUdspeadif 
ia  tbe  iata  Borotaliao,  it  is  wished  here  by  a  meettaig  of  Ibe  mmm 
rsqieotaUeOhaBBSteraaft  tbii  phoe  that  yoii  migbl  be  infbmad  of 
t>ejrtaeaef  thiiiga  beiwios  jeu*  wiH  hava  au  opportunity  ou  tku 


MBf  NSnTAMIA  ABBIOYW  17Wj  Ht 


timU  id  MBMttVMaibft  the  ial&rmt^m,  aad  lemove  the  0CBr«|pliii  if 
flfiidmeft  abrai  iiitere«li«g  ih«iii8BlTes  ia  the  MntroTersji  M 
MippoiiBg  it  mdiat  a  debtte  abonl  printe  propoKy  tk«i»  otb«rw]ie--« 
Wb.  MoOkj  wiU  btad  yon  tbia^  from  who«i  joa  will  bear  erttij 
IfaiBg  met*  pBrtitttlariy  oa  tbia  si^eet 

I  mimki  mth  tbe  groadaat  vaapaot 

7«ar  Honoia  noel  obad't  SeH., 

WHL  M0NI60MEST,    , 

f he  Hoaor'ble,  Tkea.  MoKeaii^  Eaqr.,  Dr.  of  L.,  Cbief  Joatioe^  4Be 
HoDor'd  %)  Wm.  McCky,  Saqr. 


Prbs,  Franklin  to  Willm.  Shaw,— Wxomino,  1786. 

Id  CoHTioil,  Pbilada.,  May  27tb;  1786. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  your  Letter  of  tbe  18th  Inst.*  by  G^eti.  Boh 
with  the  important  Intelligeuoe  of  the  Steps  taken  by  some  restleaa 
Men  to  raise  fresh  Disturbance  among  the  Settlers  at  WyoWitiff 
after  tbe  good  Disposition  you  bad  so  lately  left  those  People  in 
when  you  bad  been  among  them,  taHng  their  Reeognisanoe  &  Oath 
of  Allegiance.  We  still  h(«>e  thjit  the  Pains  you  took  .in  that 
aerviceable  Journey,  will  not  be  lost,  but  continue  to  have  a  good 
Effect  in  disappointing  tbe  Projects  ot  those  who  aim  at  continuing  a 
Discord  that  cannot  possibly  produce  any  Good.  You  may  be 
assured  that  no  imprudent  use  will  be  made  of  tbe  Letter  you  com- 
municated It  is  to  be  regretted  that  when  Measures  were  in  Medi- 
tation by  tbe  GoTernment  to  aoeommodate  the  Diffisrende,  fresh 
OceairioA  of  Tumult  should  be  afforded  by  the  Sheriff's  going  up  to 
eerre  Writs  of  Ejectment  there,  which  might  possibly  by  tbon 
•Meatmres  baye  been  rendered  utaneoessary. 

With  great  Esteem,  I  am  Sir,  Aa., 

B.  F.  Pres-t 
Wm.  Shaw,  Sa^., 


Fbbs.  Franklin  to  Wm.  Montqombry,  1786. 

In  Ooattei^  PliU«d%  Hay  27^  138«. 
Sir, 

Tbe  Council  have  received  yottr  LeHeiw  of  tbe  17tb  and  20tb 
instant,  by  Oen'l  Bull,  eontainlnff  tbe  important  Intelliffenoe  of  fredi 
Disturbances  at  Wyoming,  wbioh  will  be  taken  into  Consideration. 
We  are  sensible  of  your  attention  to  the  Public  Welfare,  manifested 

*  See  page  764. 
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It  Cb«sa  WwptAdbMj  and  4«aift  )m  iroold  &mlHmm  to  twi  oi  t 
iKtber  Iufbratatiou  jM  imiy  Am»  tidM  to  tins  otote  of  iini  Ft^ 
oeediagsin  tbit  pan  of  (he  OvonViy,  uhlgm  ifa»  «•»  wfaib  lAiA 
Itfttsnea  you  faaiM  lo  ^viei  tbe  nitdB  of  the;  mhapfpy  Seltlefs  tkai*- 
by  asaiiriDg  tbem,  that  there  ia  ttm  beat  Diapoaitioii  m  tba€Kmna* 
tnent  to  treat  thei2  e^vilaMy  mk  vvan  witli  kivdiieBa,  and  to  take 
them  under  ila  Pr<yftaotioto,  mir  tEtend  to  tbem  all  the  Privil^ea  of 
oar  Ifea  A  happy  Cotatitotion,  on  their  demonaUating  by  their 
peaceable  and  orderly  Behavionri  that  the  Sentimenta  ezpreaa'd  ita 
HUr  iita  PetMon  to  the  €lea.  Aaaeaably  are  aiiieere,  and  Ibai  tiiay 
are  truly  dispoa'd  to  become  good  Gitiaeiia.  W%  hopo  they  -will 
wiaely  parnne  this  Conduct}  and  thereby  render  all  thought  uf 
taking  oompolaive  Meaaurea  unneoessary. 
I  am,  with  uruoh  esteem; 

ShTj^  your  moat  humble  eemnt. 

B.  F.,  Preai*  * 
lOMclaci 

.   W*  Montgomery,  Eaq',  Preaid'eut  of  the  Gourta  of  Conunon  Pleas 
QuMtM  Seaaiooa  and  Orfban'a  Gk)nrty  North'  Co^* 


,        Dejjsoatks  in  CoNQRKsa  TO  PBsd.  Fbahkuh,  1786. 

;  New  Yorit,  Hay  Slat,  1786. 

By  the  permiaaion  of  Congreas. 
Sir, 

We  do  onraelvea  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  Copy  of  Mr.  Adaaa^ 
•Letter  of  iha4  March,  toother  wilh  Lord  Ganaarlhen\i  Leltsr  to 
bim,  reapeoting  the  frontier  poata,  and  im  abatrsot  firona  a  tepott  of 
a  Committee  of  British  Merehaiit%  &o.,  for  tbo  lofonnatioQ  A  i 
BzoeUeacy  &  CouociL 

We  are  with  great  respect, 

Tour  Exoelleney'a  moat  obed)paat 
&  yeryWuble  aerv'ta, 

CHA.  PBTTIT, 
JOHN  BAYABD.f 
fiia  lUoeUsAey^  iB^.  FtaaUte,  Xaq. 

»  See  Col.  Reo.  VoL  XV.  p.  27. 
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on  Wyoming  rooommittod,  749.  Slec- 
tion  of  J.  Hamilton  in  Weitmoreland 
Co.,  750 ;  do.  of  Penifer  Fraier  in 
Ohaator  Co.,  aa  Register,  Ac.,  716. 
▲votioneeFS  for  Philadelphia^  eleoi«d 
by  aasembly,  206, 209. 


Balloty  ToUng  by,  ^enion  inqniftt  of 
ObaiMtt  »MpMlABf^  MS.    Answer  of 

.    CoBMiUMA. 

iiiiUiiaeii,.Oo—'re  on  boandary  with 
Tvg'a,  mael  awl  agcM  «t»  96. 

^krhary  f  oweit,  awocial  firoa  Bwr- 
ehanta  on  oaptoret  by^  419,  411, 

Barclay  Thomai,  free  ports  .aC  Fcaaoe, 

267. 
J-gauke  At  Lancaater  n^  287,  B07. 
.   At  PhUadelphla,tS9, 241,  261,268, 
.    276,  W7. 
BarthoUmaw,  Bdtr'd,  appolntad  OoUae- 

tor  of  Bxeiia,  442.    . 
JBayacd,  CoL,  oommaada  at  Fort  Pitt, 

(1783,)  167.    BelegataitoOoBgMif, 

.Bi^ntMi,  John,  OoBector  of  loanage^ 

atatament  z»apaaUli0,  611. 
Beatty,  JB^omioa,  tmd  F.  Bowen,  Agfa 
.    to  dtatrihaUa  eertiiieatea  to  Penn'a 

•  Xina^Rap^it,    4S7,    596;    rMUgn, 
.    (1784,)  604.    Ranmed,605. 
iBedford  Co.,  M.  Doane  in  jail  at,  112. 

•  Priaenaaa.  to  be  aent  to  Lancaater. 
-    119    Oeaana  of .  white  malea  nnder 

•  £3,512. 

3arha  Cow,  liat  of  affieara  of  the  militia 
in»  196,:  3&L  Sroopa  to  march  to 
WyamiDft  346. 

.Biddla,  Cbarlaa,  elected  V.  P.,  627. 
Letter  r«apeatii|g  Chlueae,  Ae»,  627. 

.BUUafid  Tableau  taima  an,  Phifa,  222, 

.224. 

.BUingspectyRetncna  of  Military  Stares 
at,  284.     . 

fittla  0f  enedit,  signing,  456. 

>Bfahop,  aa  Amariean,  lettara  relating  to 
aonaaaraiion  of  In  I>ettmark  and  Bog- 
laotd.  43S— 636.  Caoaeoration  of 
Biahopa  White  and  ProToat,  434. 

Blaine,  Ephraim,  payment  of  interest 
on  City  lota,  609* 

Boggs,  Jamea,  inatnietioM  to,  from 
^n.  Irvine,  raapeetiag  iaad  oppo- 
-  ai«ate.Fo86Pitt»116. 


Bogga,  Martha,  reserrad  laada  oppo- 
site Fort  Pitt,  699. 

Bondinot,  BUas,  Letter,  74. 

Boundary  with  New  York,  412,  412, 
414,  422,  485,  444,  450.  454,  TlO. 
Commiaaloners  on,  422, 450« 

Boundary  with  ladUns,  418. 

Boundary  line  batween  Pana'a  and 
Virg'a,  report  to,  and  reeolation  of 
Aeacnbly,  8,  56,  72.  t5,  M.    CaL 

'  Cax*Ae.,  96,  125,  131.  Oar.  Ear- 
riaon  on,  66,  72, 77,  95,  M,  145, 171. 
Comm'ra  appointed  by  ▼irg'a,  146^ 
336 ;  by  PennV223,  230,  233,  236, 
269,  372,  373.  412,  413,  428,  438, 
439,  489,  506, 673,  602, «». 

Boundary,  the  weatem,  deaeribad,  4391 
Cpaimiaaionarf,  448,  452,  760. 

Bowdoia,  Qor.  Jsmei^  of  Maaaaeha- 
aetta,  laitara  to  Coogreaa  cm  imal- 
ting  oorreapondenee  of  Gbptaia 
Heniy  Stanhope,  499---506. 

Boyd,  Alex'r,  elected  Auctioneer  Ibr 
PbiUd'a.  206,  20^ 

Boyd,  John,  letter  af  Counail  to«  i«a- 
paetiag  Wyoauag,  307.  Appaintad 
CommV  to,  330 ;  letter,  627. 

Bradford,  Wm.,  Att'j  Qani,  aaaa  <l 
X.  MatUch,  202r  635.  Caaa  of  Big 
Spring  tract,  718.  Feea  in  Moatg'y 
Cq^  743.  Liat  of  Comm'ra  Tasei^ 
Ao.,484.    MU^ti*2af^7i8^ 

Brant,  Capt,  88. 

BrtakavidM,  H.  K.,  daliTars  an  aatl^ 
glum  on  taose  who  lall  la  the  Ran^ 
lution,  (1779,)  162. 

Britiah  and  Ctonnaa  clothing  dafleiaot, 
7. 

British  Commercial  amngamantv,  rem- 
edy for  erila  of,  152. 

Britiah  merohaata  complain  of  gxier- 
ances  from  America,  745. 

Brodhaad,  Gea'l  Dan'l,  (1779,)  161. 
Sao  Vol.  VIL 

Bryan,  Hoa.  Qaa.,  answer  to  qaaatiaaa 
of  Council  on  Justices  of  the  peace, 
16  to  19.  Coiam'ra  aa  bonadary^ 
(1783,)  171.  On  trial  of  Indian  for 
murdar,  473.  Oa  ease  of  Boaaa,  609. 

Bncbanaa,  CoU  bis  Battalion  of  Com- 
berlaad  Cot  (iZ79,)  16U  (Sea  Vol. 
VII.) 

Buaks  Co.,  Sheriir  of,  on  arrest  of  Ser^^ 
Kagle.  67.  Death  of  M^or  Kennedy 
by  Robers,  (1783.)  178.  Orders  to 
Troops  to  march  to  Wyoming,  345. 
Case  of  Solomea  Tickers,  432.  Ban- 
ditti (fom»  aa  froatiera^  588.  Aaroa 
Doaae,  597.  Robbar  of  Traasufy  ia 
lail.  698. 

Bnffalo  Creak,  prisonera  takea  by 
lad'DB  on  (178^)  167« 

Baaar,  CoL  lUcb'd.  69,  ^,  294.    Coa- 
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Cmmm  wUb  1dm  Mi4  A.  Lm^  on  > 

iDdian  trMltot,  295.    and  Lm  to 

CoanoU.  on  ofloen,  832. 
^uUer,    WillUm*    propoitt    printing 

ofiloo  at  pittekmrg,  421. 
Sutler,    Zf^ulon,    Ao.«  ptUtlon,  659, 

5«a,  613, 


Caldwell,  BmmX  rMpeottngHog  laUnd, 
iSee  Vol.  IX,)  185. 

Cantarbury,  Arahbithop  ot,  raltaaaf  to 
eoDjaorate  Amarican  Biabopi,  4It4. 

Carbarry,  Henry,  and  Snllivan  affair 
of,  61,  74;  oorreppondenoe,  Ac., 
witb  Maryland  reipeelinf,  290-293 ; 
delcgatei  on,  675,  576  ;  depositioni, 
Ao^  676-580 ;  lettar  Got.  of  Mary- 
land,  320;  Inetractioni  to  Sheriff, 
323 ;  Got.  Paoa,  respecting,  824. 

Carleton,  Sir  Gay,  letter  relating  to  pre- 
liminaries of  peaee  and  termination 
<)f  hostilities,  13 ;  robber  in  N.  T., 
101, 131. 

Carmathen,  (British  Seeretary,)  to  Mr. 
Ad^ms,  eomplaxuing  of  griovaaces  to 
British  creditors^  7  JO. 

CenoorSf  Cuuncil  of;  Ecaolutiuns,  do., 
of,  U9,  153,  302,  329,  337,  333,  336, 
MX  &^(it  (^04j  605^  S5Bj  on  voting 
by  bnllot,  302;  answer,  316, 

Cen$ua  of  Bedford  Co.,  512. 

Cbe«jipoak«  atid  Belairare,  coQQfjction 
proposed,  540. 
.  CbcEtor  Co.,  wagooB  stopped  in,  with 
I]:-:Iu1j  ck'tMh^,  12;  wagoners' 
names,  18  ;  ezeoation  of  David  Daw- 
son of,  609 ;  Persifer  Fraxer  appointed 
Register  of  Wills  and  Recorder  of 
Deeds  in,  756. 

Cheraax  de  Arises,  remoTal  of,  98, 144- 
146,  177,  210,  212,  219,  221,  849,  350, 
565,  585;  Namber  and  situation, 
(1784,)  696. 

Chinese,  siek  from  an  Indiaman,  and 
84  ethefe— and  erew  of  the  Pallas- 
seek  and  obtain  aid,  627,  628 ;  reso- 

-    lUflon  of  Ass'bly,  681 ;  Lerl  Boilings  - 
•     worth  respecting,  '546,  548. 
'  0hippewa  Indians,  16. 

Chrystie,  Capt.  Jamet,  arrives  at  Bas- 
ton  with  a  detaehment,  186 ;  at  Port 
Diekinson,  209. 

Circnlars  to  Prothonotaries,  268. 
.  Clinton,  Gen.,  arrives  at  Fort  SnlliTan, 
719. 

Clinton^  Gov.  George,  of  N.  T.»  on 
boundary,  422,  486,  458,  613. 

Clinion,  James,  appointed  eominlasioner 
on  hoondaiy  with  N.  Y.,  460. 

Clothing,  6,  7, 12, 18.    . 


Coitt^  LSett  Cot  WUlkktt»  76*. 

Oonuaeroe,  resolafton  of  OongrMi  on 
regulation  of,  507-8. 

Commerce— internal— prooetdinga  of 
Assembly  respeoting,  128 ;  eommis- 
sioners  appointed,  780. 

Commissioners  on  boandary,  280, 283, 
236,  872,  878,  488,  469,  606 ;  anstlotts 
to  be  eorreet,  236;  report,  606. 

Commissioners  on  northani  bonndary 
ask  for  a  transit  instrmnenti  4t6« 

Commissioners  of  Bnoks,  76. 

Commissioners  for  defence  of  Bd^  26. 

Commissioners  of  Cumberiand,  79. 

Commissioners  of  land  ofllee,  641,  646. 

Commissioners  to- treat  with  Imlians 
appointed,  266;  letter  trtmf  266, 
332 ;  instmetions,  320 ;  from  Prcs. 
respectlttg  prisoner,  826;  ariire  at 
Fort  Btanwiz,  846;  treaty  with  Six 
naUoBS,  367,  895,  41Q,  489,  496,  610  ; 
obligation  to  deliver  goods,  Ae^,  to 
Indians,  610. 

Commissioners  Laaeaster  Co.*  82. 

Commissioners  appointed  to  Examine 
Roads  and  Rivers  for  intenUi  oom- 
meree,  129, 130,  812,  688,  719. 

Commiseipners  NorthamptMi  Co.,  92. 

Conunissionors  of  Philadalphia,  ol^eet 
to  appropriating  rite  of  Jail  for  aa 
Szchaage,  104 ;  old  iron,  807. 

Commissioners  to  take  possestioB  of 
Pittsbnx«  when  reliaquished  by 
United  States,  477,  498. 

Commissioners  on  navigation  of  Bus- 
quehanna  river,  766. 

Commissioners  of  Taxes  for  Phila.  Co., 
61,222,224,28s. 

Commissioners  on  trade  of  United 
States  appointed  by  Virginia,  788. 

Commiarioners  of  Washington  Co.,  584, 
687. 

Commissioners  of  Westmorehuid  on 
supplies,  98. 

Oommissiooors  on  Wyoming,  eorres- 
pondoBce  with,  30-87;  to  magis- 
trates as  to  safe^,  662 ;  answer,  663 ; 
to  Pros.  Dickinson,  664:  advettise- 
ment,  669;  letter  from  inhabitaals  to, 
671 ;  to  Pros.  Diekiasoa,  077. 

Conferenoe  with  Indians  at  Onandago, 
63 ;  for  porchasa  of  lands  fron,  105. 

Confiscixtea  estates,  nj^iits  to  report, 
lo4;   IJp^Is'IbuJ,  185. 

Congreaa,  ktttrt  to  Atid  from,  7,  27,  fit, 
t*2,  98,  136,  151,  193,  20i,  231,  234, 
2m,  358,  371,  397,  441,  442,4i7,4fll , 
4T2,  488,  4«0,  507,  514,  532,  535,  bd!i, 
US,  544,  549,  736,  745,  754;  moH- 
tiotis  of,  7,  27,  4fl,  9i),  105,  13fl,  i:49, 
16a,  ( 17S3)  179,  lUt  239, 242, 369, 30r, 
520,  524>  528,  536,  513,  544,  549,  550, 
50t,  562,  (1784)  566,  590,  716]  dele 
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gatei'  tt>^  f^m,  a8/4^  tt,  tt^  «, «, 

n     Uii  lit,  1  ftl,  164, 165,  1 6«,  1<M,  204, 

209,  24$,  368,  309,  406, 410, 440, 457, 

I  477v  400,  611,  604,  649,  660,  603,  670, 
681,  693,  001,  097, 706,  713,  769^  768 
— to  arrange  tot  •Udmt  in  trsaly,  7 ; 

.  JtnMU9riritiI»dla]iaoapMO«,46,40; 
ftMHie#8, 290;  deliTety  of  new  prison , 
62j   ttiaiDtahiiiif  gnrtion  st  Fort 

Y  Pin.  63;  dtftok  «xpeeted  st  Phila., 
01 ;  ptMto  doraitiMtf  taken  to  be 
restored    U    Bogland,  90 ;    Indian 

.' .  9MA8f  101^  «■  pvthaie  of  lands  by 
PsnnsylflHiis   ttom   Indians,    106; 

•  re|»0#i  on  Indian  aiUrs,  119-126 ; 
fMblaiMitioii  for  tbanksgiring  for 
petM,  134 ;  remoTSl  of  seat  of  Oot- 
yromeat,  130-139;  on  fiM  represen- 

)     tnlion,  139,  163,  160;  ears  of  arms, 
/     artillery,    4ko.,     164;     gntoitr    to 
»  Waskingtbn,165, 185  {dsbate whether 
I  joven  states  tan  ratify  treaty  of  pence, 
156,   184,  193;  Loan  office,  (1783,) 
109 ;  flnatovlal  plan;  (1760,)  rcgeeted 
f.  •  hy  Va.,  It3$  eommatations  in  Ii4a 
of  bdf  pay  to  odoers,  179;  Wash- 
ington, renoanees    his  oomniisifon. 

•  183,  (irOO)r  treaty  of  peace  nftii^d 
)     by  Dine  Itlstes,  193;  eoort  for  detetr- 

II  Mining  right  of  soil  at  Wyoming,  194, 
204,  210,  216,  231 ;    represenUtion 

^  not  ftill,  200;  members  attending, 
207;  states  represented  in,  220; 
importance   of    ftill    representation 

•  frdan  each  state,  239;  arrears  of 
interest  on  national  debt,  242>256, 

.  203;  delegates  to,  elected,  364; 
proceedings  in  case  of  Longscbsmps, 

i  068;  Ricnard  Henry  Lee  elected 
President  of,  059 ;  delays  in  settling 
Freitcb  aoooants,  369 ;  acconnu,  871; 
John  Jay  elected  secretary  of  foreign 
aJBd^,  401,  667;  claims  of  Penna., 
405, 424 ;  captures  by  Barbary  powers, 
410,  411 ;  delegates  elected  to,  437; 
may  appoint  Commissioners  on  bonn- 
daiy,  440;  respecting  troops  for 
dcfeWee  cf  frontiers,  440 ;  lading  off 

.  States  in  western  territory,  457; 
soldiers'  aertificat^s,  401 ;  relief  of 
disabled  seldiers  and  seamen,  472; 

•  asks  fbr  copies  of  jonmal,  408 ;  sends 
jOflmtl  tC'States,  400;  papers  relatiag 
to  Oov.  of  MassaehnscClB  and  CapUdn 

I  Stanhope,  499 ;  coram^roe — States  to 
.  •  ^est  with'  powfer  to  regiilatc  ftw  15 
,  years,  Ac,  608,  738;  proportion  of 
.^  officerc  and  privates  to  be  famished 
-  by  Pennsylvania,  611:  report  on 
1  national  debt,  614-620;  resolotion 
.  on  loan  oHee,  620>623 ;  issne  of 
oertifioates  to  continental  trmy,  624; 

^    military  claims,  628,  636;    state  of 


ff9pifesc6tsta«»,>'09at  f  cittifMilMr  for 
laUicrs,  630;  short  i  C|ii  esenution, 
537 ;  John  Hancock  elected  prccf d\ 
630 1  copies  of  jonmab,  643;  mtii- 
cation  of  deiniClvc  treaty,  649; 
Temple,  Cononl  Oco.  from  Orcnt 
Britain,  644;  treaty  with  Indiana, 
649;  Wyoming,  (1784,)  660,  603, 
716 ;  appointment  of  delegates,  602; 
remoTsj  of  seat  of  goTcmment,  600- 
574,  (1784)  575;  committee  of  Statcc 
to  act  In  Tce^ss,  606 ;  indemnfftcniion 
to  Washington,  575 ;  temporary  form 
■  tif  doTernmOnt  for  western  teii'ltery, 
675;  Captain  Carbeny,  076,  670; 
peUtion  of  Z.  Bntler,  601 ,  710 ;  eollce. 
tion  of  d^ti,  690 ;  removal  of  papers 
from  Annwpolli,  001 ;  propose  plaeee 
for  the  panlic  boildtags  and  scat  of 
government,  097;  on  Barbary  powers, 
706;  Loogschamps — Wyi  ming,  700; 
complaint  of  Thomas  Shields,  715, 
report  on  rerenoe  system,  732^731 ; 
aotcnowledgment  of  Sicnr  de  la  For- 
rest as  vice  toosnl  of  France,  736 ; 
provision  for  disabled  seldiett  and 
stamen,  746. 
Conneotiont  and  Wyoming — [See  Wyo- 
ming}; resolutions  of  Assembly  ^ 
110,  117;  proclamation  of  Go  vomer 
Trambotl,  140;  letters  to  and  frsas 
Gov.,  147,  140,  213;  reeoIntioA  of 
Assembly  of  Penna.,  204;  com- 
plained of,  204;  cUims,  390;  clai#. 
ants  disposed  toviotence  toBcnJ.Lnce 
to  depart,  679;  memorial  of  John 
franklin  to  Assembly  of,  OSl; 
resolutions  of  Assembly  on  ditto, 
683 ;  cession  proposed  by,  700. 
ComwalUs,  Lord,  operations  at  se«th« 

(1780,)  173. 
Oonneil  of  Ccnsocs,  resolntions  ot,  149, 
153,  302,  300,  320^  327,330,  830,  303, 
546, 
Counterfeit  loan  office  ecrtiOcatea  in 

ciroolationi  447. 
County  LicnteniuUs — oirenlar,  to  bat- 
talion districU,  419. 
Coz,  Lieot.  Col.  Gabriel,  salts  againsi, 
arising  from  t>onndary  with  Yirginiay 
81,  90,  125,  101 ;  letter  to  Miehapl 
Haifnagl^  126. 
Craig,  Thomas,  Uentenaat  of  Nerth- 
ampton    Co. — letters  of  Coancil  to, 
respecting  Wyoming,  290,  303,  300. 
OreveceuF,  Mens.,  letter  to^  from  Prsa. 

Dickinson,  195,  (1784)  550. 
ComberlOnd  Co.,  oomaftsslonen  en 
Uxos,  79;  Indians  In,  (1779)  169; 
.^See  VoL  XIL)— return  of  ehsriflb, 
1777  to  1783,206;  oftoiti^ermiUtin 
in,  599,  600.       ' 
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mmUMmf  LteiC  Jobi^  InOiM 
den,  AC,  22. 

9. 


Davif,  ThomM,  ooatraoior  forbotldiDf 
piers  In  R.  DeUwaro,  iit,  718. 

Dawson,  Dayld,  of  Chester  Co.,  exe- 
evted,  609. 

D«  Bmssine  A  Garrisoii  propose  to  re- 
more  CheTsnx  de  ftise,  144-145. 

Pe  Grasse,  Coont,  preieot  of  oannon 
for,  50. 

Delany,  Sharp,  (CoUeoter)  on  Memo- 
rial of  Cap.  Darie,  97.  Heayy  de- 
mand, 441,  7U. 

Delaware  river,  eqaipping  armament 
to  defend,  26.  Kemoval  of  Chevauz 
de  fHse,  96,  144.  Commissioners 
appointed  to  examine,  130,  Inquiry 
respeoting  Islands  above  fiUU,  ISO. 
Falls  of,  as  seat  of  government,  137. 
Proposals  of  I)e  Bmssine  A  Garrison 
to  remove  chevanx  de  fV-ise,  98, 144- 
146, 349,  350, 565.  ResolaUons  of  As- 
aemblj  on  removing,  (1783)  177, 
210.  Amount  expended  for  improve- 
nent,  240.  Military  stores  at  Fort 
Island  and  Billingsport,  284,  (1784.) 
Removal  of  obevaax  de  frises,  34 1, 
350.  Jarisdiotion  of  Islands,  130, 
S66,  696.  Federal  buildings  on  the 
Delaware,  693.  *  Piers  to  be  ereeted, 
407.  Contraotfor,  456.  Proposals, 
471,  713.  Improvements  contem- 
plated by  the  Wardens,  (1784)  571. 
buoys  taJ[en  away,  580.  Beaeon  on 
Cross  Ledge,  588.  Ohevaux  de  (Hies, 
689,  606,  607.  JurisdUtion  of 
Islands,  611,  and  navigation  of,  710. 
Inquiry  as  to  ownership  of  Islands 
in  the  River,  739. 

Delaware,  State  of,  inland  navigation, 
538,  540. 

Delawarcii,  (ladianiO  8&,  M, 

Dettg&teB  in  Congress,  letters  to,  25, 
2T,  45,  4g,  52,  m,  72,  101,  126, 
I  ill,  154,  165,  150,  184,  £04,  210, 
223,  3SB,  ^69,  3»T,4(»5,  410,  440,  457, 
470,  &34,  5411,  &64,  iUJ,  n8 1,697, 705, 
713,  7b\if  7A8.  On  gratuity  to  Geo. 
Wash ington,  151.  EUation  of,  854, 
437,  i^34.     Ka.  of,  5fl4. 

Dcufiiirk,  Tf  illmg  to  ooi^s^rr&te  Ameri- 
c&n  B'lithiip^,  Letters  fxum  Mr.  Be 
Rt  Rrt phono,  Acf.,  434. 

De  F?xf  t«r,  Lt.  C<iL,  A.  S.j  da  Indian 
negotiation-,  m^  ^^, 

Depositions,  respecting  Joseph  Doane, 

'  110.      Mablon     Doane,    111,    112. 

James    Oellers,    (1780)     161.     Re- 


■jeertM  Wyomin^^Mr.  fUd,  I9#^ 
Respeoung  escape  of  C.  J.  Longs- 
champ,  271-274.  Respecting  ruins 
at  Pittsburg,  463-464.  Against 
Henry  Car^rry,  576-580.  James 
Bell,  594.  Phillip  Jenkins,  694. 
Mark  Halfbenny,  597.  Robert  Gib- 
•on,  598.  John  Boyd,  621.  WUUam 
Brink,  621-623.  C^L  J.  Armstrong, 
623.  Respeoting  Wyoming,  631-638, 
649-652.  Taken  at  Wyoming,  653^ 
659-662,  688,  69L  John  Leith,  on 
Indian  Robberies,  763. 

Deserters  from  Ameiioan  Regiment,388. 

De  Witt,  Simeon,  appointed  to  run 
boundary  line  with  N.  Y.,  450. 

Dickinson,  Fort,  184.  Troops  at.  189. 
Deep  snow  at,  197.  Commanded  by 
Msjor  Moore— money  wanted  to  pay 
debts,  209.    Freshet  at,  222. 

Dickinson,  James,  conferenoe  with 
Indian  Chiefs  on  survey  of  Donation 
Lands,  740. 

Dickinson,  Pres.,  John,  calls  attention 
of  Judges  to  moral  education  of 
youth,  •623.  Ceases  to  ba  President 
527. 

Digby,  Rear  Admiral,  Robt^  vitwf 
under  preliminaries  of  peace,  21. 

Directory,  first  published  in  Phila4el- 
phia,  271. 

Doane,  Aaron,  petition  for  pardon,  848, 
716, 717.  DeposiUon  acainst,  (1784) 
597.  In  prison,  598.  Judge  Bryan 
on,  609. 

Doane,  Abm.,  troul^es  Waahington  Co., 
694. 

Doane,  Joseph,  respecting  airesl  at 
110,  114,  152.  Petition  of  eaptort, 
565,  582. 

Doane,  Mahlon,  deposition  respecting 
arrest  of;  111,112. 

Donaldson,  Arthur,  assists  L.  H.  in 
removing  cbevaux  de  frixe,  349,  350. 

Dougherty,  B.,  and  D.  Espy,  deposition 
respecting  BL  Doane,  112,  To  send 
prisoners  to  Lancaster,  119. 

Douglass,  Major  Ephraim,  on  Indian 
negotiations,  62,  70,  83.  Slectionf , 
262,  696.  Memorial  for  office  in 
Fayette  Co.,  118,  553.  Justieef, 
464,  582.   No  sheriff  in  Fayette,  588. 

Drais,  Daniel,  taxes  on  confiscated 
estates,  150. 

Duke  of  Normandy,  birth  of,  announced 
by  Sec'y  Jay,  as  a  cause  of  pleasure, 
476. 

Duncan,  David,  and  John  Finley,  H>ply 
for  Fort  Mcintosh  as  a  pUoe  pf 
Indian  trade.  704. 

Duponceau,  Poter  S.,  applies  to  be 
Notary  and  Interpreter—his  test|* 
menials,  Ac,  351-353. 
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]>aia4  ^'f  of  1M.I  letter  rwpeeltbg 
Hwrtj  Carberry,  2^1.  Angwer  of 
Jadge*  of  Supreme  Oonrt  to,  29S. 


BMton,  C»p.  OhrysUe,  aniTes  wftk  a 
•  detnebment   at»    185.     Petition   of 
■   Wyomtni^  prSsonen  at,  690. 
Sekeii^  YideotiDe,  returns  of  otBeen 

iaBerka<)o.  Militia,  190. 
BdneatioD  of  joutb,  and  moral  tninio^ 

urged  on  Jndgea  by  Prei.  Diekinaon; 

§23. 
'  Bleetion  retnnia  nrast  be  eertifled  bj 

Oonstablo  or  OTomoer  of  the  Poor, 

2S4.    Of  Matthew  Irrin,  aa  Recorder 

of  Deede,  Pbfla.,  707. 
BUioott,  Andrew,   appointed    to  vnn 

Wettem  boundary,  462. 
BUiott,  Mr.,  Indian  Agent,  84,  8S. 
Bngland,  objeots   to  eonaecration   of 

American     Biahopa    withont    Teet 

Oath,  484. 
BngUsh  retael  asramee  French  eolora, 

complaint  against,  175. 
Brie,  Lake— Commissioners  to  inquire 

whether  any  part  of  it  is  in  the 

Btate,  189. 
Bwing,  Eer.  John,  Comm'r  on  Virginia 

Boundary,  (1788)  171,  230,  438,  440. 

Resigns,  428,  443.    Comm.  on  Sua- 

quehaana  R.,-  706. 

P. 

Mlowfield,  T.,  election,  864. 

«Fiiiyette,  Co.,  fonned  fkom  Westmore- 
land Co.,  118,  184.  Anpointments 
of  Lienteniats  not  satisfbetoi^,  266. 
Returns  of  Field  Officers  in,  276. 
Memorial,  280.  Troubles  from  Tir- 
ginians,  280.  Agent  to,  450.  No 
Sheriif,  688.  Depositions  re9pecting 
attacks  on  Collectors,  698,  594.  J. 
gtojry  opens  office  for  a^jnsfbig  claims, 
742. 

Fayette,  Marquis  de  La,  addressee  In- 
dians at  Fort  Stanwix,  346. 

Ffnley,  Rer.  James,  sent  to  Westmore- 
land on  secret  expedition  in  relation 
to  n  new  state,  49,  41.  Instruotioas 
to,  163,  (1783.) 

Finney,  Oapt,  marches  for  Fort  Pitt, 

'     887. 

Fituimons,  Kiebolas,  appointed  keeper 
of  ProTince  Island,  74« 

Fitislmonfl,  Tliomas,  inquiry  of  eifect 
of  peace  on  goods  from  8.  B.>  28. 
Letter,  48. 

Flag,  Btate,  raised  on  Market  street 
hill,  38. 


Itt^  ii'Bpaaiiab,  4tn/lmgti  %  teal  ta 

the  Got.,  743. 
Fleeson,  Plunketyresigna  nreaidcacj  «f 
Court,  in  far  or  of  JBd.  Shippea,  623.. 
Fort  Island,  returna  of  military  atores 

at,  284. 
ForUti  Billingsport,  284. 

Dickinson,  184,  IM,  909, 32X. 
Fort  Island,  284. 

609. 
Mcintosh,  109,  391,  406,    44^ 

466, 7M. 
Pitt,  63,  83,  95,  116,  140,  167, 
(1783)   887,    846,  462,  483; 
Rice,  166. 
Stanwix,  489. 
Bttttiran,  719. 
Fox,  Bdward,  Comm'rs  oafb,  lOS. 
F^ranee,  Tessel  from,  brings  dcspatebea 
respectiog  preliminaries    of    peace 
between  Great   Britaia  aad  United 
States,  10, 11.   Colors  of,  on  an  Bag- 
lish  ressel  complained  of,  175.     Let- 
ter  to  minister,  interest  on  Certifi- 
cates,   223.      Free  ports  appointed 
in,  267.     Cheraiier  Luteme  leaves 
Phila.,     279-282.       Minister   com- 
plains    of    interest   not  paid,  366. 
Quarantine  regala^ons  from  plague, 
356.    Debt  to,  386.    Sienr  da  La- 
Forest^  Vice  Consul,  736. 
Francis,  Tench,  appointed  Oomminio- 
ner  for  diriMon  and  sale  of  Barradc 
lots  in  PbUadelpbia,  246,  241,  261. 
Franklin  Co.,  no  maiViage  licenses  re'ed 

there,  329.    Formed,  (1784),  60S. 
Franklin,  Benj.,  elected  a  member  of 
Council,  thenpresidnt  of  it^  and  tkea 
president  of  the  State,  627.    Letter 
from,  (1784)  656. 
Franklin,  Col.  John,  to  officers  of  the 
Garrison  at  Wyoming  to  surrender, 
621.    To  Pros.  Dickinson,  672.    Me- 
mortal  to  Conn.  Ass.,  681.    Beaolu- 
tions  of  Assembly  on  do.,  68S.   Letter 
to,  from  Josepb  Hamilton,  761. 
Fraxer,  Persifor,  elected  Regiater  of 
Wills   and   Recorder  of  Deeda  in 
Cbester  Co.,  766. 
Frencb  and  Sugar  creeks,  surreys  be- 
tween, land  bad  near  Allegbeay  R., 
509. 
Fresbet,  heary,  at  Fort  Dickinson,  222. 
FuUerton,  Mi^or  Richard,  asks  powder 
for  3d  Philadelphia  Battalion,  769.. 


Galbraith,  Robert,  respecting  Xadlaa 
murderer,  466.    Boundaries,  766. 

Gardner,  Joseph,  elected  member  af 
Congress,  364,  437,  letiets  to  aad 
from,  406,  526. 
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820, 3t4,  527;  5t8.  640,  941,  549,744, 

'     TftS.     Mus^kteer  to,  8ft4,  499,  500, 

603,  604.    New  Jener,  108,  306, 468, 

"    730.    Hew  Yorit,  418,  #86,  460,  618, 

*     KoiHi   Otroltna,  363.     flontb  Cftro- 

Hnft,  79.    Virricift,   lettert  to  %nd 

from,  6«,  72,  77,  96, 90, 145, 176,  002, 

609. 

6.  BriUin,  and  U.  Stotetf  prellminairiefl 

of  pence  signed,  8.   letter  of  Sir  Qnj, 

Carleton,  13.    Rear  Admiral  Digby'a 

letter,  respecting  prisoners,  31.    In- 

qniiy,  respecting  goods  from,  28.    J. 

Temple,  commissioned.  Consul  Gen., 

644. 

CKierard,  Ben%  Oor.  of  B.  Carolina, 

asks  for  a  list  of  IVaitors,  79. 


Hamilton,  Joseph,  to  OoL  John  Vrank- 
lin,  on  Wjoming  aflUn,  761. 

Hand,  Oen.  KdVi,  (1779,)  169,  (seo 
VoL  VIL) 

Ifiuina's  7oirn,  Indlaa  nmrder  near, 
22,  as  County  town  of  Wettmoreland, 

Harden,  Major  Xohn,  recommendation 
of,  010. 

Harmar,  Lient  Col,  Josiah,  instraetions 
for  recruiting,  309,  letter  from,  811, 
810.  Returns  of  recruits,  Ac,  at 
heights  of  Schuylkill,  828.  Returns 
of  troops,  887.  Indian  Treaties, 
394,  470.  Troops  leare  for  Fort 
Pitt,  846,  891.  Returns  of  Troops, 
390, 898,  403,  481,  440,  480,  490, 492. 
Situation  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  400,  448. 
New  Regiment,  466.  Oflcers  will- 
ing to  continue,  405.  Discharges, 
469,  479.  Pay  of  Offlcers,  484.  Re- 
cruiting, 490,  609.  To  retain  the 
Troops,  490,    Recruiting,  Ac,  609. 

Harrison,  Got.  Benj.,  of  Virginia,  on 
Boundary,  60,  72,  77,  96,  90,  146, 
175,  003,  008. 

Bartly,  David,  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
on  Mr.  Jay's  return,  (1784,)  667. 

Hartly's  Regiment,  (1779,)  169,  (see 
Vol.  VII.,)  306. 

Hays,  Christopher,  Indians  murder  en 
fh>ntiers,  Ac,  264.  Respecting  ap- 
pointments in  Fayette  Co.,  266. 
Affairs  in  Westmoreland,  279. 

Heineken,  J.  H.,  Christian,  recognised 
as  Consul  for  U.  Netherlands,  at 
Philadelphia,  440. 

Hellstedt,  Charles,  commissioned  as 
Swedish  Consul,  Philadelphia,  802. 

Henry,  William,  elected  memher  of 
Congress,  864,  437,  684.  letter, 
406. 


VmUinTfttcvv,  ^MUnf,  d^iuiowpy  ai; 
0. 

Billegas,  Michael,  anpototad  Commrs. 
Ibr  division  and  salet  of  hanaok  lets, 
889,  241,  201. 

Hodgdcn,  Sami,  89,  69.  Onson  Ibr 
Count  de  Grasse,  69. 

Hollingeworth,  Levi,  A  ArllMrr  Waald- 

'  son,  remove  Chevaax  die  frlnt,  from 
R.  Dei.,  849.  Omaplimentwy  letter 
to,  from  Pres.  ]MokiM«n,  889» 

Hollingsworth,  Levi,  report  Mspeaiing 
Chinese,  687,  646,  648. 

Hopkinson,  Fraaeis  Judge,  A.  O.  fhes, 
68.  Escape  of  a  Tcssel  to  Delaware, 
attached  at  MareM  Hoek,  when 
launched,  366.  Fees,  707.  Appointed 
Oomm'r  on  navigation  af  (raaque- 
hanna  river,  766. 

Huhley,  Adam,  reipeeting  VsrI  8uU 
Hvan,  and  oper4tiont  In  Hvir  York, 
719. 

Bvhiey,  John,  hwi^g  of  Ctowt  Bwiit 
at  Laneaster,  878. 

Huffbagle  Michael,  recpeetlnf  CoU 
Coz,  116.  Tlmher  on  bmdi  oppotit* 
Plttsburw,  140, 141.  Bettier*  on,  429. 
DestmetlMi  of  garrison  mint,  429. 
Orders  to,  reepeeting  MaiieUan 
Townehip,  747.  Tippllttg  hoqses^ 
Ac,  180.  Election  9t  Pittsterg,  211. 
Sale  of  mine  of  Garrison  at  PlMehnrg, 
402.  Murder  hy  Indiana,  406^  407. 
On  Indian  Robberies,  788i, 

Humphrey,  Joshua,  jr.,  propoMi  to 
build  piers  at  Marone  Hm,  471« 

Humplon,  Col.  Rteh'd,  lattar  to»  om 
soldiers  at  Laneaster,  69. 

Hunt,  John,  remonstrance,  (1777,) 
ag^st  treatment,  by  order  af  Cbun- 
oU,  168,  j[see  Vol.  VL  689.) 

'Hutchins,  Tho's,  appointed  a  Comm'r, 
to  examine  roads  and  riven  ibr  in- 
ternal commerce,  189,  130^  Ap- 
pointed Commrs.  on  Virgtei*  Boun- 
dary. 223.    Commr.,  884,  488,  440. 

Hutchinson,  Dr.  James,  on  oondition 
of  Hospital  on  State  Island,  178.  To 
Ofbn.  Irwin,  on  4  men  hnmed  aA  fire- 
works in  Phila.,  218. 


Imposts,  on  arreart  of,  report,  8781 
Indians,  murders  by,  16,  22,  107,  205, 
404.  Affairs,  26,  46, 68,  88--90, 119— 
126,  168;  266,  294, 296, 817,410,  664. 
Treaty  of  peace  proposed,  46^  02. 
HostUities  on  frontiers,  68.  Con- 
ference at  Onaadago,  68.  Report, 
B.  Dooglaea  on  negociatiem  with,  02, 
70,  88.  OapUin  Pipa^  88,  84,  86. 
Connoil   at   Dotdoly  84*     VartOut 
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to  Pennajlvania  holding  a  oonferenee 
miHh,  fbr  pnroliMa  of  IumU,  lili. 
EmoL  •f  AflMtobly  rotpaotipif  par* 
ehue  of  lands  from,  lU.  Refnii  to 
.  OMgfMtOQ  bidin  flCain,  119»13», 
126.  Treaty  witb,  162.  In  Cumber- 
hml  C^,  (If 79,)  U»,  16L  Take  Mra. 
WaUur  aftd  othan  and  kill  on  Bnf- 

.  Mo  aad  Skorfe  areek%  (178a»)  167. 
Commn.  4H»polnted  to  hold  treat/ 
with  Indiana,  266.  ConCnanoe  with 
Lee  and  Botkr  on  traatiei  with,  295. 

.  Beporl  and  refofaations  of  laeeiably 
OB,  916.  List  of  gooda  for  parehae- 
lag  Inadf  from,  214.  Xnstmotiona  to 
Gdbudki.,  320.  On  leitoration  of 
prIaonMi,  a26»  63^  Expanaee  on 
traniportation  of  goode  to,  heavy,  S32. 
ConMn«  to  traal  with,  anlTe  at  Vort 
fittwris,  646.  Li^fatte  addreiiee, 
846.  Neg^iadon  of  Goniiart.  with 
SUE  NttttoBi  aC  »T,  Ptne  Creek, 
aliai  Tiadanghton,  of  treaty  of  1768, 

.  667,  Anawer  of  Six  Katlouf,  867. 
Bead  fron,  S60»  Treaty  «t  Fort  Mo- 
Intoeh,  681,  696.    Boondaiy  with, 

.  416.  Moffdar  by,  MaiMaghtaguie 
apfoHU  ntUboig^  466.    Indian  in 

.     priik)!!,  466.    Jndge  Bryan,  reepeet- 

.  int  hie  trial,  478.  Commn.  for 
tfeaCy  with,  489.    JLitt  of  goods  for, 

.  497.  To  he  deUvered  by  W.  Mac- 
lay,    and    eapUnaUene    reepeeting 

••*  hiHittegontheir  landa  510.  A  past 
xeqaesled,  linr  T.  A  J.  KiUbaek,  In. 

•1  dian  heatageSf  returning  home,  586. 
Speech  «f  Sir  J.  Johneon,  654. 
Indian   treaty    en    boundary    with 

.  lasted  States,  662.  Obligation  of 
Commrs.  to  doUrer  goods,  Ao.  to, 

.  610.  Oonferenee  with  "  WhaU  Faee" 
and ''  Long  Hair,"  on  surrey  of  dona- 
tion lands,  740.  Segonkqnas  and 
Conhoiiew,  741.  Indian  Eobberies, 
763. 
InstmeUens  to  Bobinson  and  Shrawder, 
99.'  To  Sergt.  Lee  and  McClare, 
109.  Geo.  Inrine  to  Jas.  Boggs,  115, 
To  Mi^or  Moore,  127,  132.  To  Rst. 
Jair.es^inley,  163,  (1783.)  To  Capt. 
Shrawder,  166,  (itUZ,)  To  Commrs. 
on  Boundary  with  Virginia,  230.  To 
Liant^OoL  Hannar,809.  To  Commrs. 
to  treat  with  Indians,  320.  To 
CoL  Proetor,  respecting  H.  Carbery, 
823.  To  Commrs.  at  Wyoming,  330. 
To  Sheriff  Antes,  to  arrest  persons 
at  Wyoming  844.  To  Wm.  Irwine 
aa  land  agent,  487.  \ 
InAemal  eommeree  proeaedings  of  As- 
sembly, and  Merehaats,  128,  160. 
limae.  Has.  Jtemoi*  lotler  ta,  on  pris- 


raonlo  Udisoh«ig8db  it, 
anaei  in  Washington  Co.,  447.  Ba- 
tirea  from  V.Piasldsn^,  627.  Ova 
of  Daaaa  and  Dawaon#  606i 

Irvine^  Gaob  William,  wapeatlng  mIa 
of  lAnda,  66,  66.  Ai  Vaii  «tt,  96. 
Instmotions  to  Sergte.,  svepaeting 
Fort  Melntosh,  109.  lastnMtiona 
from,  relatiYo  to  lands  opposite  ta 
Fori  Pitt^  116.  Agrasmani  with  Mr. 
Boggs,  140.  Letter  from  DcHateh* 
hi  sen,  218.  Raeommended  aa  land 
ageni^  426.  Insimetions  to,  427* 
Smrveys  between  Freneh  and  Sngar 
Creeks,  609. 

Irwin,  Oen.,  letter  to,  from  Dr.  Hnl^- 
insoB.  Four  men  baaad  1^  Ibe- 
worka  in  Phila.,  2ia. 

Irwin,  John,  no  oIyU  magistral  in 
Pittobnrg,  289. 

Irwin,  Mathew,  eleeted  Bcaordar  af 
PUladalphia,  707. 

$. 


Jhak,   James,   Mairiatnta's 
sions,  new  and  old  differ,  264. 

Jackson,  DaTid,  eleeted  delegate  la 
Coamrass,  487.    Latter,  612. 

Jail,  site  of,  for  an  ezehange  ja  Phila.» 
104. 

Js^,  Hon.  John,  elected,  by  Congress 
Seor'y  of  foreign  allairs-^is  dnty, 
Ac  401,  401,  567.  Lawa  of  State 
sent  to,  407.  TransmiU  a  letter  from 
Mons  Marboi^  409.  And  from  John 
Adams,  relatire  to  eonaeerat&an  af 
American  Bishops,  488.  Bespeetiag 
a  Spanish  sailor,  499.  Bepresanta 
tiTcs  do  not  attend,  638.  Ahoat  to 
retnm  from  Europe,  (1784,)  667. 
Viee  Consal  of  France,  785l  Be- 
speeting  Spanirii  flag,  748.  Inoniry, 
759. 

Jenkins,  John,  letter  on  Wyomina^  17. 

Jewish  Congregation  of  Philadelphia 
incites  President,  Ac,  to  attend  eon- 
seeration  of  Syaagagna  ia  Chasfy  fit* 
(1782,)  731. 

Johnson,  Jacob,  letter  oa  Wyamii^ 
34. 

Johnson,  Sir  John,  at  Detroit,  Indian 
Conneil,  84,  87.  Speaeh  to  Indians, 
554. 

Johnston,  BeqJ.,  respaeiing  laada  from 
Virginia,  611. 

Johnston,  CoL  Francis,  0>mmr.  to 
treat  with  Indians  266.  On  land 
Office,  282.  On  restoration  of  pris- 
oners 825,  826.  Couaterleit  eertlft. 
eatas,  463. 

Jordan,  Capt,  of  Artilleiy  artiflears 
94^ 
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Keiier,  Seek  and  thirtj.foar  oth«rty 
Chineie,  Ac,  are  Unded  liok  and  in 
deiiifeal*  ooadition  from  ai|  India- 
man  named  PaUai,  626.  Their  oaee 
•iated  to  Governor  of  Marjland,  527. 
Hie  anawer,  628.  Resolation  of 
Aseembly,  631.  Levi  HoUingeworth 
report  reepeeting  them,  633,  646, 
648. 

Kelly,  William,  reeignaUon  required 
ae  Joitiee  of  Peace,  410. 

Eenne47,  M%|or,  killed  in  attempt  to 
aecuro  robbere,  grant  by  Aaeembly 
to  hla  family,  178,  (1783.) 

Kern,  Kioholaa  to  Jno.  Arinatrong,664. 


Laneaeter,  disorderly  foldien  at,  60. 
Fears  of  the  Bank  being  attacked, 
60.  Boldiera  march  from  Phila- 
delphia to,  62.  Mutiny  propoaed  to 
Genl.  de  Axmand'a  and  CoL  Moylan'f 
troopa,  62.  Priaonera  to  be  aent 
|h>m  Bedford  Jail  to,  119.  Barracka, 
Ac.,  care  o(  238,  236.  Conrt-houae 
burned,  278.  Jno.  Schrelber  in  charge 
of  barracka,  Ac— damagea  to  them, 
309,334.  Muater  rolla,  394.  A  par- 
don  asked  for  Abraham  Bare,  396. 
Mtlcondttct  of  jttdgea  of  election, 
713. 

Land  offioe,  opening  of,  282.  Objeo* 
tiona  to  the  law,  283.  TiUea,  414, 
416,^  611.  Counterfeit  certifioatea, 
463.  Sales  of  landa,  636,  537,  537, 
641,  645,  647.  Inquiry  aa  to  owner- 
ahip  of  ialanda  in  the  rivers,  739. 
Conference  with  Indiana  reapecting 
survey  of  donation  land.*,  740. 

Lands  and  lots,  surveys  of,  63,  56,  66, 
414,  606.  Purchase  by  T.  Proctor, 
420.  On  Alleghany  river,  settling, 
429.     Sales,  641,  602,  603. 

Latimer,  George,  appointed  commis- 
missioner  on  navigation  of  Susque- 
hanna river,  756. 

Lee,  Arthur,  on  Indian  treaties,  294. 
Conference  with,  and  B.  Butler,  295. 
to  CoL  F.  Johnson  respecting  Indian 
prisoners,  326.  and  Butler  to  Coun- 
cil on  officers,  382. 

Lee,  Richard  Henry,  on  boundary 
question — operationa  of  Comwallia, 
Ac,  (1780,)  178.  Elected  preaident, 
369. 

Lee,  Wm.,  Serj't,  and  McCIure  to  take 
poaaeaaion  of  Fort  Mcintosh,  109. 

Leith,  John,  deposition  on  Indian 
robberies,  763. 


Iiaaos,.  Mt^.  Barld,  ttataaAat  of  his 
aervicea,  764. 

LXTTJCRS — 

Adama,  John,  384,  386,  433, 484, 746. 
Agenta  of  Confiacated  Bstates,  164. 
AUisoa,  James,  167.  Antes,  Henry, 
Sheriff  Northumberland,  344,  483, 
660.  Armstrong,  John*  Jr.,  Secy. 
46,  63,  66,  63,  66,  78,  141,  147, 
187,  199,  211,  238,  286,  327.  330,3.19 
343,  346,  626.  Armstrt^ag,  Lt.  CuL 
John,  307,  315,  3 17,311?,  3fiL  Aroi- 
strong.  Gen.  John,  430,  653, 654,  f^i>5, 
658,  669,  677,  6?9,  685,  6^6,  A»a,  e92, 
694.  Armstrong,  Capt^Wm.  II  As- 
sembly, 126,  lU.-^,  ItfU,  22^,  226,  4(t7, 
427,428,692,  69!^6U7.  Ailee,  Sumud 
J.  333,  346,  LifiO.  Atlce,  Willmm, 
394. 

Barclay,  Thomas,  267.  Bartholomew, 
Edw'd  442.  Baynton,  John,  (Collect 
of  Tonnage,)  511.  Blaine,  B|>hraim, 
609.  Board  of  Treasury,  627.  Bogga, 
Mathew,  699.  Boudinot,  Elias,  74, 
98.  Bowdoin,JAmi^'«,  Got.  of  KuiA- 
ohusetta,  600,  603,  5U4.  B^wett,  B. 
F.  A  E.  Beatty,  437;  596,  604,  6^5. 
Boyd,  Hon.  John.  307,  230.  Bojd, 
and  Armstrong,  591,  62T,  630,  662, 
664.  Bradford,  Wm.  Jr.,  202,  4^4. 
656,  713,  743.  Uroiuihefld,  Col, 
Daniel,  160.  Bniesioe,  De,  and  N. 
Garrison,  144.  Bryan,  George,  16, 
73,  609.  Bryan,  Samuel,  (St^cy.) 
327.     BuUer,  CoL    Eioliard,  69,   2M, 

332.  BoUer,  WiUiam,  421. 
Caldwell,  Samuel,  186.  Carleton,  Gen. 
Guy,  13,  101,131.  Carleton,  Joseph, 
Secy.,  War  oiBce,  814.  Carmathen, 
Secy.  746.  Censors,  Council  of,  153, 
302,  306,  333,  336,  596,  604,  656. 
Chrystie,  Cap.  James  136,  209. 
Circulars,  284.  Clinton,  George,  Gov. 
of  New  York,  206,  413,  422,  435,460, 
613.  Coats,  lit  Col.  William,  758. 
Commissioners,  for  sale  of  Barracks, 
239,  240,  241,  261,  276,  737.  Com- 
misaioners,  of  Boundary  Line,  233, 
236  416,  438,  454,  489,  506.  Com- 
miaaionera,  (Boyd,  Ac.,)  307,  330, 
839.  Commissioners,  of  Cumberland 
Co.,  79.  Commissioners,  for  defence 
of  Delaware.  26.  Commiasionera  of 
Landa,  641,  646.  Commissioners  for 
treating  with  Indians,  265,  825,  ZZt, 

333,  346,  357,  395,  410,  489,  496. 
Commissioners  of  Roads,  633.  Com- 
missioners, on  navigation  of  Susque- 
hanna, 755.  Comisssioners  of  Tazea, 
238.  Commisaioners  of  Taxea,  Bncka 
Co,  76.  Commiasioners,  of  Taxes 
Lancaster,  82.  Commis'rs  of  Taxes,  ol 
l^prthampton,  92.    Commissioners  o 
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Taz«i,  PhIUde1|)lilA,  Co.  51,  Itii,  M, 
334.  Commiasioners  orPbiladelpbi^ 
Co.,  307.  CommiMionerff,  of  Wuh- 
ingtoo  Co.,  136,  564,  584.  Com- 
mUtioaen  of  Vestmoreland,  Co.,  98, 
5yS.  Commissionen  to  Wyoming, 
664,  669,  677.  Committee  of  Mer- 
ehaflU,    310,    313,  219,  321.     Con- 

fTOM,  60,  61,  74,  98,  135,  193,  306, 
81,  384,  263, 358,  368,  897,  417,  424, 

433,  440,  443,  457, 461,  473,  489,  493, 
494,  499,  507,530,  535,  537,  539,  543, 
564,   7^2.  736,  745,  754.    Ciroalar, 

434.  Congress,  Delegates,  in.  7,  25, 
27,  38,  45,63,  55, 69,  72, 101, 126, 151, 
154,  155,  156,  183, 184,  304^  310,  323, 
358,368,  397, 398,  416,  440,  457,  477, 
511,  549,  556,  563,  575,  579,  581,  592, 
601, 697,  705, 715, 759.  Connecticut, 
QoT.  of,  147, 148.  Conncil  of  Cen- 
son,  153, 302,  306, 333,  336,  596, 604, 
655,  Cox,  Gabriel,  135.  Craig.  Tbomaa, 
396,  303,  305.  Crawford,  Edward,  Jr., 
393.  CreTeoenr,  Mons.,  195.  Cnm- 
mins,  Lt  John,  33. 

DeUney,  Sharp,  97,  442,  716.  Dele- 
gates,  in  Congress,  7, 25,  27,  38,  45, 
63,  55,  69,  73,  101,  126, 151, 154, 155, 
156^  183. 184, 304,  310,  323,  358,  868, 
897,  398,  410,  440,  457,  477,  511,  549, 
556,  563,  575,576,  581,  601,  697,  705, 
715,  759,  768.  Do  Marbois,  Mons.  311, 
(See  Marbois.)  Depeyster,  Col.  A.  S. 
63.  Dickinson,  James,  740.  Dkkin- 
son,  John,  77.  Digby,  Bear  AdmL 
Bobert,31.  Donaldson,  Arthur,  350. 
Donaldson,  John,  565,  583.  Dongh- 
erty,  Barnard,  114,  119.  Douglass, 
Ephraim,  63,  70,  71,  362,  558,  564, 
581,  588,  696.  Dnponeean,  Peter  S. 
853.  DuTal,  Hon.  Gabriel,  391. 
BlUoott,  Andrew,  463.  Bspy,  David, 
114,  119.  Swing,  Ber'd  Dr.  John, 
438,  448. 

Filbert,  Peter,  Sheriff  B  C.  67.  Finley, 
Bevd.  James,  40,  41,  163.  FiU- 
simony  Thomas,  38,  48.  Fleeson, 
Plunket,  523.  Franois,  Tench,  240, 
261,  276.  Franklin,  Bei^m.  386, 556. 
Franklin,  John,  631,  639,  672,  681, 
751.  Fnllerton,  Mi^or,  Biohard, 
758. 

Galbraith,  Bobert,  466.  Gardnerp 
Joseph,  404,  616,  698.  Got.  of 
Connectient,  147,  148,  218.  Got.  of 
Delaware,  540.  Got.  of  Maryland, 
292,  320,  324,  526, 528,  540,  542, 
543,  744,  753.  Got.  ofMassaobnsetts, 
354,  500,  503,  504.  Got.  of  New 
Jersey,  103,  366,  458,  730.  Got.  of 
l^ew  York,  205,35.3,  412,  450,  618. 
Got.  of  North  Carolina,  358.  Got. 
of  South  Carolina,  79.    Got.  of  Vir- 


finU,  6T.  146, '175,  iOt.  OrmU 
nqnest,  Philadelpbia,  847.  Guerard, 
Beig.  Got.  South  Carolfna,  79.  G«r- 
ney,  Franois,  144. 

Hamilton,  Joseph,  751.  Harmar,  LC 
CoU  Joeiah,  809,  811,  816,323,  887, 
845,  891,  894,  406,  430,448,  455,  485, 
469,  479,  488,  490,  608.  HarriMi, 
Got.  Benj.  57,  145,  176,  003,  808. 
Hartley,  DaTtd,  657.    ttsys*  Cbriito- 

8 her,  364,  379.  Helbted^  Cbariee, 
nn.  N.  NethcT^d  860,  863, 408,  48$. 
Henry,  William,  406.  HlUegas, 
Michael,  388,  261,  376.  Hodglom 
Samuel,  80, 59.  HoIRngswortfa,  Leri, 
350,  533,  646,  648.  HopkiasoB, 
Francis,  68,  856,  707,768.  Howe^ 
Maj.  Gen.  88.  Hubley,  CoL  Adam, 
718.  Hubley,  John,  378.  Haff. 
nagle,  Michael,  135, 140,  141,  147, 
186,  211,  429,  462,  464,  467,  763. 
Humpton,  CoL  Blebd.  60.  Hutch- 
inson, Dr.  James,  178,  218. 
Inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  870.  IrTlne, 
Hon.  James,  26, 458, 467, 009.  Joha, 
Irwine,  289.  Irrine,  Gen.  Wm.  60, 
66,  218,  609. 

Jacks,  James,  364.  Jackson,  Boa. 
DaTid,  533.  Jay,  Hon.  John,  Seej. 
F.  A.  401,  407,  483,  440,  409,  688, 
735,  743,  769.  Jefferson,  lliomas  Ae,, 
386.  Jenkins,  John,' 88.  Johnsioa, 
Bei^j.  611.  Johnston,  B.  A  W.  Bali- 
win,  679.  Johnson,  CoL  Praacii^ 
383,  835,  836,  833,  458.  Johnsos^ 
Jacob,  34.  Judges,  of  Supreme 
Court  448,  460,  623.  Justieei  of 
Northumberland,  628,  029,  630. 
Justices  of  Wyoming,  603. 
Kern,  Nieholas,  064. 
Land  Office,  686.  587,  7Sf.  Lee, 
Arthur,  394,  336,  333.  Lee,  Bieh'd 
Henry,  178.  LoTors,  Bober^  841. 
Lieutenants,  (County,)  386,  845,  410, 
419.  LiTingston,  B.  B.  Seey,  9,  IS, 
31.  LiTingston,  Got.  WOm,  of  N.  J. 
108,  718.  Loan,  Offlee,  57,  108,  109, 
174,  514.  Loagschamps,  743.  Luee, 
Benjamin,  679.  Lukens,  John,  S.  G. 
53,  65,  96,  461,  458,  506,  740,  760. 
Luieme,  ChoT.  de  la,  378, 383.  Lyoa, 
WUliam,  385. 

MoCleaa,  Alexander,  294.  MeCleaa, 
Brig.  Gen.  Allan,  70,  71.  MeDoweD, 
Surgeon  John,  348.  McKean,  C.  J. 
Thomas,  176,  385, 390,  392,  396,  448, 
739,  766.  Maclay,  William,  46,  846, 
418,  444,  610.  Magistrates  and  ShrHb 
of  North'ld  Co.  295, 304, 844, 847, 400. 
Managers  of  State  Lottery,  362,  373, 
400,  468,  474,  513.  Marbois,  Mons. 
Barbe,  de,  175,  377,  388,  350,  881, 
856.    Marbois,   Mons.  de,  311,  351, 
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471.  SfMmehnraetU,    Boy,  of,  364. 

^  llAdMk,  THaothj,  226.  Mead.  Datid, 
222,  404,  482,  C6^,  707.    MerohanU. 

^  CoHMBfttee,  of  2l«,  212,  219, 221,406, 
4(M^  49  8  Mifflin,  Thos,  18S.  Milli- 
gan,  Robert,  755.  Milligan,  Jamet, 
426.    Mintoter  of  Fraoeo,  229,  409. 

'  Miniaier  of  Holland,  415.  Miniater, 
of  Uttited  Netherlandf,  850,  962, 
408,  4S6.  MoDtgomerj,  Hon.  John, 
206,  320.  Montgomery,  Joaeph,  Ch'n. 
80,  88,  444.  Montgomery,  William, 
765, 766.  767.  Moore,  Lt  Col.  286. 
Moore,  Major,  James,  132,  185,  187, 
197,  207.  232,  232,  Moore,  William, 
98.  Moralea,  Francis,  476.  Morgan, 
George,    526.      Mnhltnberg,    F.   A. 

•  168.  Murray,  Lt  Francis,  679. 
New  Jersey,  Got.  of,  108,  866,458. 
New  Toik,  Got.  of,  205,  858,  435, 
4M.  Nieholron,  John,  6,  16,  28,  46, 
48,  50,  52,  58,  93,  95,  .  6,  97,  481, 
629,  760.  Northumberland  Magis> 
trates,  and  Sheriff,  295, 304. 344, 847, 
North  du^lioa.  Got.  of,  850. 
Offloera  of  Pennsylvania  Line,  485, 
692. 

Okeley,  John,  380, 889,  096.    0#en, 
'    Oriftth,  60S. 

Paca,  John,  292.  Paca,  Willfam,  Got. 

•  of  Maryland,  820,  824.  Parker,  Wm. 
167.  Patleraon,  Alex  Chn.80,  33,  35, 
203,    574,  617.   619,  624,  626,   627, 

'  «76.  Peale,  Oharlea,  W.  162.  Pear- 
aon,  Jamea,  378, 420,  426,  442,  535, 
647.  Penteoost,  Doraey,  167,  181, 
262,41.3,757.  Pettit,  Charles,  208, 
497.  Phile,  Frederick,  240.  Pbippa, 
Paul,  859.  Pierce,  John,  586,  589. 
Porter.  Andrew,  372,  760.  Potter, 
Geri.  Jamea,  47,  159.  Proctor,  Thoa. 
Shr'iT  Philadelphia,  286,  323,  824, 
32T,  430.  Prothonotarles,  268,  439. 
Prothonotary,  of  Washington  Connty, 
78. 

Read,  Jamea,  830,  839.  Reoeirer  Gen. 
of  Land  office,  546.  Redick,  Darid, 
416.  Reed,  Joaeph,  157, 159, 160, 163, 
719,  (1779.80)  Reynolds,  John,  277, 
827.  Rittenhonae,  David,  241,  269, 
489,464,465,466,458,730.  Robina, 
Exekiel,  26,  313.  Robinson,  Capt 
Tboa.  14,48,  99.  Rosenorone,  Connt 
do,  484.  Rush,  Hon.  Jacob,  393, 
Ryan,  Michael,  808. 
St.  Clair,  Gen.  Anthony,  49,  260, 483. 

t  St  Saphorin,  de  484.  Schreiber, 
John,  309,  334.  Scott,  Thomas,  65, 
78,  80,  364.  Scott,  Lt.  WUliam,  591 
Seely,  Jonathan,  650,  677,  678,  693. 
Secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  9,  18,31, 
401,  407,  433, 446,  475,  499,  538,  735, 


t48,  7'59.  #lfaw,  ihttiaih,  764.  Shoe- 
maker, a.  93  Sbrawder,.Cap.  Philip, 
28,  24,  99,  104,  131.  Slough, 
Matbias,  237.  ^mallwood.  Got.  of 
Maryland,  542, 543, 744, 753.  Smitb, 
Thomas,  57,  78,  168,170,174,190,447, 
461.  Smith,  W.  and  W.  Kelly,  419. 
Smith,  Wm.  Hooker,  700.  Smyaer, 
Jacob,  77.  South  Carolina,  Got.  of 
79.  Sproat,  PaTid,  68.  Sproat  Rot. 
James,  720.  Stanhope,  Henry  (BrlL 
Captn.)  503,  504.  Stenben,  Bajpon, 
352.  Story,  Jphn,  450,  451,  743. 
Street,  Commissioners,  Philadelphia, 
55.  SnlTTeyor,  Gen.  53,  65. 
Taylor,  Timothy,  432.  Trumbull.  Got. 
Jon.  of  Connecticut,  147,  148  213. 
TrasteetofLoan  Office,  481, 532,  545. 
Trustees,  of  ProTince  Isld.  75.  Trus- 
tees of  Weatmoreland,  Co.,  91.  Turn- 
bull  MiiTDite,  A  Co.,  2S1. 
Van  Bvreks.L  P,  J.  4]^.  Vna  Cmiipdn, 
John,  24.  Vi^couvcr,  Churlep,  712. 
VirginiB,  Guv.  of.  57,  14  &,  175,  6*'2. 
Wardvna  of  PbiluJelphia,  93,  2^1, 
349.  4^(S,  671,  5S0.  58#,  &8J^,  588,  &8i?, 
6v)fl,  607.  War,  Office,  27,  a02,  4b^, 
46ft,  479,  495,  497,  525,  629,  Wash- 
ington, Gon.  George,  160,  151. 
Weiticl,  John,  m,  109.  232,  3(3. 
WilkiiiflOD,  Gen.  James.  610.  WilHam- 
son,  Hon.  Hii^b,  397-  Wilson, 
Jjsrn<?i,  202,  3«9,  47 K  WUsoa, 
Jopetth,  162,  WUion,  WilUAm,304, 
654,  Wyukoop,  Honry,  211, 
Leverj^,    Robert,  leiter   on   deotlon  in 

Northampton  coofttj,  341. 
Lewi^,  Thdmas,  appoititi^d  by  Virginia 

c^ommissiouer  on  botittdttrj,  Hfl^ 
LibLi»g,  Andrew,  prisoner  in  jail,  and 

other*,  TBTolt,  327-329, 
Iiiquora,  regnlationa    respecting   aale 

of,  439. 
LiTinfcston,  Robert    R.,   Secretary  of 
Foreign  Aifiiirs,  letters  to  and  from, 
9,  13,  21. 
LiTingston,  Got.  Wm.,  of  N.  J.,  letten 

to  and  fVom,  103,  366,  458,  730. 
Loan  Office,  respecting,  57, 169,(1763,) 
170,  174,  190,  223,  447,  453,  514, 
532.  Connterfeit  ccrfelfiicateB  in  cir- 
culation, 447.  Letter  of  tnatees  of, 
481.  On  scarcity  of  bills,  481,  645. 
Tmsteea  apply  for  billa,  532. 
Longscbamp,  0.  J.  depoaitiona  re^ 
specting  bia  escape,  271-^274. 
Mons.  Marboia  reapecting,  277.  He- 
taken,  377.  Prooeedinga,  850,  351, 
358.  Anonymoaa  letter  to  Mona. 
Marboia  respecting,  409.  He  de- 
mands bim,  706.  Aaka  leaTe  of 
absence  to  aelect  a  plantation,  742. 
Lottery,  managera  of  the  Stata,  tale  of 
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518. 

LttM^  B€i\|^  warned  to  depart  from 
Wyoming.  679. 

Xiskeni,  Joon,  8.  G.,  on  sarrey  of  do- 
nation Undiy  451, 450.  Appointment- 
b7,468.  Rofeanu  of  torrojt,  506.  LeU 
tor  of  Jnmes  Diokenson  on  Mmrrej  of 
donation  landfl— conferenoe  with  In- 
dianiy  740.  Lotten  and  Initraotiont 
to,  53,  56,  65,  95,  756.  Appointed 
eommliflionor  on  Yirgiaia  boondaryi 
223. 

Iiwerne,  Ober.  de  1%  difpatobaa  re- 
specting peaoo  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United  fiUtes,  12. 
Valedictory  on  leaTing,  279.  Answer 
of  Counoil  to^  282.  IConi.  KarboiB 
^         on,  283. 

loron,  Wm.y  retani  of  ibiiifi  on  Cnm- 
borlaad  ooantj^  285. 


HeOlwe,  Seilti.»  and  H.  Lea  to  take 
poaseeaion  of  Fort  Molntoab,  100. 

HoDowell,  Surgeon,  sick  aoldiera,  848. 

Helntoab,  Port,  instmotlona  to  Sor^ 
Jeaola  Laa  and  McClnre  to  take  poa- 
•oaaion  ot,  109.  Situation  o^  891. 
Paoti  reapeotingy  406,  448,  466.  To 
be  vaaaitad,  704. 

McKean,  0.  J.  Thomaa,  aaswera  to 
Counoil  on  joatioea  of  peaoe,  19-21. 
Case  of  Dr.  Wra.  Moland,  176.  Com- 
miaaion  eipires — ia  re-eleeted  C.  J., 
285.  Reapecting  Henry  Carberry, 
290, 291.  Asks  for  a  pardon  for  A. 
Bare,  396.  Letter  to,  on  disturbancea 
in  Northumberland  Co.,  448,  464. 
Opinion  on  claim  of  Meaara.  Peon  to 
intereat,  739. 

MoKee,  CapU,  86. 

Maclay,  William,  letters  to  and  from, 
46.  Commissioaor  to  treat  with  In- 
diana, 265.  To  examine  roads  and 
rirera,  129,  130.  Indian  boondary, 
418,  444.  Appointed  oommisaioner, 
334.  To  deUrer  gooda  to  Indian 
obieia,  610.  And  to  explain  certain 
expreaaiona,  610. 

JfoLeaa,  Alexander,  appointment  of 
hL.  Beal — ^in  favor  of  eondnet  of 
Viiginiana  In  Westmoreland  county, 
293. 

McLean,  Moaea,  a  commiaaioner  to 
examine  riven,  330. 

HcLean,  Brig.  GenL,  on  Indian  affaira, 
70,71,88.    Invitee  to  dinner,  70. 

McLean,  Col.,  655. 

MoMiUan,  Rer.  John,  (1783,)  169. 


Virginia  aa  commissjonar  9m  W«b- 
daiy,  146.  On  trad*  of  Uailad 
Sutaa,  738. 

Mamaehtagwio,  Indiaa  pgiaoaar  lor 
murder— opinion  of  J«dg«  Brjwm  m 
to  hU  trial,  473. 

Marboia,  Mona.,  reqpoetSag  piagua  np- 
poaed  to  axiat  at  MaraoiUaab  and 
regulationa,  |S56.  Letter  fr«n,862. 
Appeal  respecting  dntiea  on  a  box 
arriving  for  him,  867.  CoUeotor 
tenders  the  box--lM  dodtoaa,  868. 
Eelinqniahed  bv  Council  quaattcM 
reserved,  368.  Oa  reaolntioa  of  Ooa- 
greaa— aettlement  of  aeoouDta,  869. 
Anooymoua 


to. 
Longachamp,  409.  Going  to  Mow 
Tork  with  Coagreaa,  432.  A  Fraack 
criminal,  440.  L.  CoUinat  raleaaed 
at  kia  requeat,  447.  Appoiata  kia 
brother  Vice  Conaul,  47L  Dwaniia 
Longaohamp,  706.  SeapaetiBg  Wmg' 
liak  veaael  aaaumiag  Vreaok  oolon% 
175,(1783.)  rwpootingr 
277,  850.  Oa  Chev.  ' 
partnre,  283.  Corrooting  a 
letter,  311.  At  Fort  Staawix,  tU, 
Tkanka  to  Counoil  in  eaaoaf  Laag- 
aohamp,  351.  Complito  of  iafcawal 
not  paid,  856. 

Marboia,  St.  Pieire  Franooia  Bacbo  de, 
Vice  Coaaul  at  Philadal|Ji1a,  476, 
478. 

Marcus  Hook,Teaael  launckad,  attacked 
under  writ  of  Admiralty  aaaapea  to 
Wilmingtott-4etter  of  Judgo  Hep- 
kinaon  reapecting,  855.  fiera  a^ 
407,  471,  713. 

Maryland,  line  of  aoldlera,  66.  Pa»aa 
aa  act  oa  reetrictiona  of  Britiak  oa 
Amerieaa  oonmieroa,  166.  Cotrea- 
pondenco  reapecting  Hoary  Oarbauj, 
290-293.  Letter  to  Gov.,  826.  Prom, 
324,  744.  Chlaoae  rooommeadod  U 
Gov.  of,  527,  528.  Inland  Nariga- 
tioa  eooamiaiionara^  638,  646.  Act 
reapecting  claims^  758. 

Maaon  and  Dixon'a  lino,  224. 

Masaaohusaetta,  letter  to  Gov.,d«Bmad 
of  fugitivea,  354.  Inaaltto,by  Oapt. 
Stanhope,  499.  Acta  o^  ooaplaiaed 
of  by  Britiah,  745-747. 

Matlaok,  Timothy,  memorial,  198-202. 
Letters  of  attomcya  for  State,  202, 
364,  367.  Reapecting  kia  oaatb  9, 
868,366.    Beport  on,  865. 

Mead,  David,  on  Wyoming  affair^  207, 

'    222,  404,  482,  663,  707. 

Meaae,  John,  elected  aaetioaaor  for 
Pbilada.,  206,  209. 

MemorUla,ofHiU-M.Byaa,91,308.  Of 
Ephraim   Doaglaaa,    118.     Agaiaat 
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or  T.  Mutlaok,  19«v  SM,  S«S>  S65; 
Of  «er«liaiit«  of  Philadelpbia.  i08, 
411.  Vajetta  Co.,  2^.  John  Frank. 
Mn  to  AiMnbly  of  €oDn«otioat,  681. 
or  tterolMNiti  on  Barbaiy  powera, 
411,418,706. 

lf«rdMU>tt  of  Philadelphia,  oonferenee 
•r  Aaiemblj  with,  on  intamal  o4iii- 
Boree,  128.  L«tter  to,  in  aaswer  to 
«eitt«rial,  208.  210.  Letter  fVooi,  lb 
Ooanoli,  rej^alatioDfl,  Jbe.,  212.  Ad- 
▼loe  aeked  hy  Pmw.  Dicktmon,  219. 
*Ph«ir«iMrer,22|.  Letterto,  on  piers 
in  Delaware  River,  407.  Memorial 
•  Mspeeting  Barhary  powers,  411, 41)1, 
•06.  Complainte  of  Britirii  against, 
746. 

Miami  Indians,  85.     On  trade,  744. 

MMMd,  Thomas,  annoanoee  tesignatioh 
of  Washinj^tony  189. 

Military  affairs,  14,  15,  22,  28,  80,  53, 
100,  884,  488,  440.  460. 

MitliSm  eompanies  in  Berks  Co.,  and 
*ffleers,  190. 

Xillifati,  James,  nominates  John  Story 
as  oommissioner  to  setUe  aeoonnts, 
496, 427.  Commissioner  on  IBasqna. 
hinn%  Biter,  7M. 

Moland,  Dr.  Wi!Uam>  ease  of,  176. 

Moiyneanz,  — ,  killed,  78. 
.JfontRomery  Comity,  no  prison  there, 
404C    Dispute  between  magistrates 
and  eommissioners  respeeting  fees, 
-748. 

Montgomeiy,  Hon.  John,  letter  respeet- 
ing Co«rt  decided  on  by  Congress, 
21 6«  Repreeentatten  in  Congress, 
220. 

Montgomery,  Joeeph,  letter  on  Wyo- 
ming,  81.  A  oommissioner,  880, 444. 
Bleoted  oommissioner  to  examine 
rivers,  012.  Ari[s  for  a  traailt  instni* 
ment,  416. 

Montgomery,  William,  appointed  to 
examine  rirers,  180.  Resigns,  812. 
Appointed  eommifisioner,  886.  Bleot- 
ed member  of  Ooagress,  864.  To 
Oonnell.  766,  760. 

Moore,  Mi^.  Jas.,  reeroHing  Instrao- 
•   tions,  127.    Commands  Penna.  Line, 
181.    Instmetions,  182.    On    Wyo- 
ming affairs,  188,  187,  107,  200,  222, 
282,  266. 

Moore,  Wm.,  letter  to,  respeeting  eor- 
pomtlen  papers,  08. 

Morales,  Francis,  ease  of  a  sailor,  476, 

400. 
Morgan,  Oeorge,  respecting  J.  and  T. 
Killbnek,  Indian  boefingee— asks  for 
a  pass  fbr  them  to  Pittsburg,  626i 

.Iforris,  Oadwalnder,  eloeted  member 
of  Ooagress,  064.    Beilgns^  364. 


Morris,  Robert,  leOers  to,  on  reflising 
to  pay  troops,  312.  Answer  to,  318. 
Letter  from  War  OAee,  314.  Answe^, 
816.  Letters  to  and  fVom,  63.  Coplee 
of  aoeonnts  sent  to  Connell  by  Comp- 
troller Gen.,  481. 

Moylan,  Col.,  regiment,  62. 

Murray,  Lt.  Francis,  dlfficcilties  In  rtds- 
ing  troops,  670. 

Mnskingbum  Rlrer  and  Ohfe,  proposed 
setUement  at,  (1783,)  168. 


Bagle,  ffefjesmt  of  3rd  Pennsylrainia 
regiment,  orders  to  arrest,  68,  67, 
60,  72. 

Kavnl  oflleers,  payments  to,  114. 

Navigation,  inland,  report,  688,  641. 

Hew  Jersey,  letters  to  and  flrom  Oev., 
103,  806,  468, 730;  commissioners  to 
iaqnire  what  islands  In  Delaware 
river,  above  Falls,  are  in  each  state, 
180,  860,  468 ;  reeolntlon  of  Penna^, 
on  Jurisdiction  of  islands,  611,  710 ; 
respeeting  0«pl  White,  780. 

Bew  Tork,  prisonerf  at,  fn  want»  08 ; 
demand  for  fhgitlves,  101,  181: 
boundary  with,  412,  413,  422;  lettei^ 
to  and  from  Gov.,  413,  422, 436, 518; 
aet  respeeting  boundary,  422,  485 ; 
eommlssionere,  422,  460,  464,  711; 
acts  complained  of  by  British  mci'- 
ohants,  747. 

Mioholson,  John,  Oompt.  Qen.,  6,  16, 
28,  20,  46,  40,  60,  69,  68,  08,  04,  06, 
620,  750 ;  on  claims  on  traitors' 
estates,  96 1  on  James  Searte's  elaim, 
07;  asks  for  a  gnard,  750. 

Ndtihampton  Co.,  oolleotton  of  taxH 
in,  02 ;  letter  of  eonoeil  to  Lient. 
Craig,  respecting  Wyoming,  206, 
303,  305;  election,  writ  for,  339; 
letter  Robert  Levers  respecting,  311 ; 
letter  to  prothonotaries  respecting 
'  Wyomii^g,  740. 

North  Carolina,  letter  to  Governor, 
demand  forfegitive,  353. 

Northumberland  Co.,  letter  of  Council 
to  magistracy  and  sheriff,  Ae.,  of, 
respecting  Wyoming,  296,  308,  804 ; 
sheriff  to  arrest  Intinrgents,  844; 
magistrates  to  aid,  344,  847,  460; 
Oeld  offleers  elected,  404;  militia 
ofBeers,  444;  disturbances  in,  448; 
jnstlees  of,  to  Alex.  Patterson,  Ac,  to 
keep  peace,  620;  to  John  Franklin, 
Ae.,  demanding  arms,  Ac.,  620; 
answer  of  John  Franklin,  629 ;  letter 

'  to  prothonotaries  respecting  Wyo- 
ming, 740. 
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Oi4]iofBdw«4  9oi,103. 

Offioan,  nmk  of*  48 ;  p«j  of,  lU,  114, 
179 ;  flooiBiBtaiion  bj  Ooagwii,  170 ; 
of  troops  in  PbiUdft.  Go^  S18,  119, 
325 :  in  Fajetto  Co.,  S75;  Wertmof*. 
1m4,  Co.,  m,  S7d|  in  Wukingtmi 
Co.,  287-280 ;  reqolrtd  bj  wmr  office 
fiw  4»f esM  of  wosUrn  potte,  206, 309  ; 
of  Berka  Co.  miUtU,  101,  381 ;  to  bo 
appointed,  832 ;  retnrns  of,  ^ko.,  838  ; 
field,  eleoted  for  Northnmberland 
Co.,  404,  444;.Meommend  WiUinm 
Irrine.  435;  of  WMbington  Co.; 
436;  PbilMlft.  Co., 448;  mUitla eleoled 
mder  Urn,  463 ;  of  Peanik  liine,  wil- 
ling to  eonttnne  in  eenrioe  of  United 
Statei,  466 ;  priTates  and  ofioere  of 
state  in  lederaL  legimeate,  511;  to 
eemmand  regiuent  of  federal  militia 
reqnired  from  tfaie  state,  525;  af 
Peana.  Line,  593;  of  aUitiain  0am- 
berland    Co.,  (1784,)    500-600;    of 

.    Penna.Une,  (1781)721,728. 

OJU0n,  NarsJy  fetosa  of  paymeati  to» 
114. 

Obio  river,  a  partgr  proposes  to  Ibm  a 
eettieaent  on,  at  month  of  MasUag - 
110^— mnsnaUj  low,  (1783)^  168. 

Okelj,  John,  appointed  eommissioDer 
to  Wyoming^  330;  applies  to  be 
eommissioner  on  jnrisdietioo  of 
iaiaads  in  the  Delaware^  606. 

Oaeida  Indians,  88. 

Opinion  of  Chief  Jnstloe  M'Keaa  on 
Peons'  oiaim  to  interest,  730 ;  of  Wau 
Bradford  on  fees  in  Montgomery  Oo.» 
743. 

Otsego,  Gen.  Clinton  arrires  from  at 
Fort  SnlUran,  710. 

Oswego^  Qen.  Sess  commands  at,  80. 

OtUwa  Indians,  86. 


Paca,  John,   respecting   Henry    Car- 

berty,  203. 
Paea,  Got.  Wm.,  of  ICaryland,  letters 

to  aad  from,  293,  320,  324. 
Page,  John,  appointed  by  Va.  eemmls- 

aioner  on  bounda^,  146. 
Parker,  Wm.,  letter  respecting  prisoners 

taken  by  Indians,  (1783)  167. 
Patterson*  Alex.,  letters  on  Wyoming, 

31, 32, 207, 208, 574;  ceaferenee  with, 

207;  tojadgesofsapremaooart,617; 

to  ooanoU,  610  c  ooeamissioners,  625, 

626,  627 ;  Jastioea  of  Northuuber- 

land  bound  to  keep  paaoe,  ^„  628. 
Pay  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  ▲aeriean 

army,  113. 


FeaoabetiNaB^MMl  Brttateas 
States,  prefimioariae  aigsed,  \%  11 ; 
letter  of  Sir  Gnjr  Qarteaci»  U;  from 
Sear  Admiral  Digby  oa,  31 ;  letter 
Baeklal  Bobbins  reniectii^pfiaaaers, 
26;.raspaetiag  goods  impacted  from 
Great  Britain  since,  28 1  ppfifli—tiiia 
of  Coagrasa  for  TlumkagiTiag,  114; 
tiaa^  ratified,  108^  549;  ni^aiap 
for,  140.  428;  aefoeiatioMi,  185^ 

Paale,  C.  W.,  and  other  citiaaae  iavi- 
tatian  to  attend  daHrary  of  as  aalo- 
giam  a*  the  heave  men  who  leQ  ia 
the  veTolatioBi  by  Mr.  Siaahaulige, 
(1770)  162* 

Paale,  Cbariaa  W.,  teaden  ta  aeaaeil 
a  permit  of  Pros.  Whartaa,  painted 
by  him,  (1780)  163.)  See  VoL  VUU 
p.  310. 

Paanao,  Jamaa,  rapairaoA  atata  haaaa, 
PhiUda.,  373, 430. 42<^  443, 535,  547 ; 
trees  tar  state  hoaae  yard,  430. 

Piers  at  Maroas  Hook,  407, 471,  713. 

Pambefton^  laraal,  4ie.»  remonelsa«aa 
(1777)  against  treatment  of  thaas  by 
oMierofGo«iiail»15&  (Sea  VaL  YX, 
paga  500.) 

Pann»  John,  jr.,  and  John  Fsn,  atata- 
ment  of  their  claim  ta  tha  pswviaes^ 
aad  f^laioB  of  the  jadges  an  il»  dfii; 
opinion  of  do.  as  to  iatereat,  739. 

PannsylTania,  boaadary  betwaen  YtL, 
8,  66,  73,  8U  05,  06,  13^  145,  171, 
(1783)  175,  181,  333,  231,  333^  236, 
369, 280, 336,  372,  373,  413,  414,  416, 
428, 438,  430, 480,  ^06,  573,  €03,  fill, 
705;  eonfinaation  of  liaa  nui  by 
NeyUl  aad  MeCleaa,  8;  Wjamiag 
affairs,  147, 148, 711;  [See  Wyoming] 
new  state  threatenad  on  fraatistt- 
Bev.  Jamas  Fialey  seat  to  aoantaraai 
it— oonaspoadeaee,  40,  41 ;  iaaUaa 

.  tions  to,  163 )  Peaaaylfaaia  line  of 
soldiers,  66 ;  letters  of  GoY.  Hasriaaa, 
of  Virginia,  oa  boaadaiy,  56,  «5,  If, 
77,  78,  05,  06.  145,  17^,  (1783); 
rasolations  of  Congreas  on  parchaae 
of  iaada  &t»m  Indians,  105, 110, 134, 
126 ;  resolatioas  of  Aseombl^y  raapaci- 
ing  pafohaae  of  leads  from  ladfiaaa, 
111;  lands  opposite  Fort  PitC  115; 
report  to  Congress  oa  ladUa  affair^ 
purehaae  of  lands,  4a.,  119«-i25, 
126 ;  affair  of  Coh  G.  Cox,  and  beaa- 
dary  oC  81,86,06,135;  preasediagaaf 
Assembly  and  mofehants  on  iatmaal 
oommaroe-*-by  roads  aad  riveca,  190, 
ISO,  312;  to  inqaire  what  islanda 
aboTC  FdUb  belong  to  this  state  attd 
Mew  Jeresu,  130;  Captain  Ohiyatia 
reachee  Xaaton  with  a  detaehaeBl, 
135;  lettess  from  Gov.  Trambatt,  M7, 
146;  resaiatians  of  AasamUyu-ia. 
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tfnttoM  t^wtria  OeniiAttlMit  teHltn, 
196:  eommissioDeri  *ppoinied  by, 
on  Virginift  boaBdary,  223 ;  laitnio- 
lionf  to  oommiMioneri  on,  2S0; 
ApBorUonflMDi  of  $63A»000,  288; 
•zLMifto4fireMiii7,241;  alphabetioal 
list  of  ponoiM  atUiDtod  of  high 
tr«M0B  ander  the  l*wi  of,  250-260 ; 
oommisiionen  to  troatwith  IndUms 
appointod— 4«ttor,  266;  •Stdn  in 
Fayetto  Co.,  280;  opoaing  of  land 
offioo,  282;  ok^ootiont  to  the  law 
for,  283 ;  Chiaf  JaaUoa  MoKoan  re- 
eiaetod^  286;  oflloen  reqvired  for 
defenee  of  westom  potU*  303;  Pine 
Creek  aeani  Tiadanghton  of,  1768, 
367;  roto  of,  on  Bettlemeal  of 
aeoonnto,  360, 370 ;  report  of  eommie- 
•ioners  on  boundanr,  373, 374 ;  Penna. 
troope  inaerrioe  of  U.  S.,  393, 394, 403, 
431,  443  ;  olaims  of  ttato  on  United 
States,  397,  398,  422;  porohaae  of 
land  from  Ind'ne,  412 ;  boundary  with 

.  New  York,  412,  413,  422,  436,  450, 
464,711;  oommiisionere,  422;  Jamea 
Miiligaa  and  J.  Story,  eomminionen 
to  settle  aoooonU  with  Unitod  Statoi, 
•426 ;  western  bonndary  described, 
oommisioners,  462;  Penn,  John,  and 
John,  Jan.,  their  elaim  to  the  pro- 
Tinoe,  and  Judge's  opinion  on  it,  486- 

.  488;  quoU  of  stato,  517,  529,  530, 
531;  landolaimsnnderVa.  titles,  611; 

,'amrwtjB  of  lands  receiTed  from  Y^, 

.  705 ;  inquiries  from  land  offiee  whether 
islands  in  the  riyers  belong  to  the 
proprietaries  or  the  Stato,  739 ;  opinion 
judges  of  supreme  court ;  on  claim  of 
Messrs.  Penn  to  interest,  739;  acts 
complained  of  by  British  merchants, 
747  ;  westom  boi|ndary,  760. 

PennsyWania  line,  commanded  by  Ifi^. 

.  J.  Moore,  L31;  instniotioas,' 132; 
resolution  of  Assembly  respecting 
..  officers,  179 ;  certifioaUs  of  final  set- 
tlement distributod  to,  by  Bowen  and 
Beatty,  437;  letter  of  officers  to 
Councils-pay  and  land,  593 ;  arrange- 
ment of  officers  in,  (1781)  721-729; 
plan  and  instrucUona  for  recruiting, 
(1781)  728-730. 

Pentecost,  Doraey,  on  Indian  murders, 

„  (1783)  167,  131 ;  deposition,  462 ;  on 
boundary,  418;  attack  on  excise 
officers  in  Washington  Co.,  757. 

^est  houses  on  Stato  Island,  repidrs 
of,  52. 

Petitions,  Robert  Turner,  39 ;  of  John 
Reynolds,  jailor,  at  Philada.,  119; 
from  York,  against  Armand's  legion, 
133;    of    Dan.   Drais,   150;    Aaron 

,     Doane,  348,  716,  717;  P.  S.  Dupon- 

,    teau,    352 ;   of   oaptora  of    Joseph 


Doant,  666;  of  Zaboloa  Bailer^  Ac, 
559,  680,  613,  716;  of  prisoners  at 
Easton,  690 ;  iahahitanta  of  Wyoming, 
699;  of  D.  Duncan  and  J.  Finley,  for 
FortMoIntosh,  704;  of  Philadelphia 
road,  near  Master's  estato,  (1773,) 
718. 

Pettit,  Charles,  memorial  of  merchant*, 
208,  211 ;  elected  delegato  to  Con- 
gress, 437,  534  :  claims  of  Tamboll, 
M.  and  Co.,  for  land,, 497. 

PhUadelphia,  flag  on  Market  St  hill, 
39 ;  taxes  In,  51 ;  congress  ready  to 
deliver  up  new  prison  at,  63 :  stroet 
commissioners,  lettors  to  and  from, 
55 ;  troops  expected  from  S.  C,  sick, 
65 ;  mutiny  of  troops,  63 ;  combina- 
tion formed  in,  66;  proposals  to 
appropriato  site  of  old  iail  for  ex- 
change— objections  by  city  eommia- 
aionera,  104 ;  jailor  at,  petitions  posU 
ponement  of  execution  of  aentonco 
on  account  of  weather,  119;  confer- 
ence with  merehanta  on  internal 
commerce,  128 ;    removal  of  seat  of 

government  of  U.  6. — ^prooeedinga 
i  Congress  respecting,  136 ;  memo- 
rial against  theatres  in,  141 ;  removal 
of  ohevaax  de  frixes  from  river,  93, 
144-146,  340, 350,  665  ;  resolution  of 
Aaaembly-— preparationa  for  rejoicing 
for  peace,  149,  428;  conjpatolatory 
lettororaddreaa  to  Qen.  Waahington, 
on  hia  aafety  and  return,  150;  hia 
answer,  151 ;  government  mansion, 
166;  condition  of  hoapital  on  Sta^ 
laland,  179;  auctioneera  electod  by 
Aaaembly  for,  206 ;  memorial  of  mer- 
ehanta, 206 ;  four  men  burned  by  fire 
worka,  218 ;  returna  of  troop  of  lighi 
horse,  218 ;  of  officera  of  first  Bat- 
talion, 219;  advice  aaked  of  meroh'ta 
reapeoting  commercial  intoresta,  219; 
their  anawer,  221 ;  tox  on  billiard 
tables,  222,  224;  purchasers  of  city 
lots,  225 ;  returns  of  fourth  bsttalion, 
235 ;  commissioners  for  division  and 
sale  of  barrack  lots,  239,  241,  261, 
268,  276,  737  ;  call  on  persona  col- 
lecting  moneys,  260 ;  proposals  for 
'labelling"  and  numbering  hoi^a 
in,  269  ;  directories  first  published  in, 
271;  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  leaves 
278,  282,  283 ;  powder  magazines  ful), 
281 ;  number  of  persons  confined  in 
jail  for  felony, 286, 296-302 ;  account 
of  public  arms,  Ac,  required,  286; 
commissioners  inquire  about  the  iron 
.  in  old  jail,  Ac. — ^law  for  sale,  Ac, 
307;  revolt  In  the  jail,  327,  329; 
repairs  on  executive  manaion,  333; 
report  oik  repairs  of  sUto  house,  335, 
348, 372,  420^  426,  442, 493,  535,  54^ 
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64T»  569 ;  grand  jwy  pr«8Mit  ft*  wttit 
of  room  in  magostne  for  powder,  847  ; 
Obarles  Hellstedt,  Swedish  consul, 
appointed,  36S ;  dispoial  of  old  prison 
work  boase,  407 ;  aUowanee  to  priio- 
ners,  407;  trees  planted  in  state 
house  yard,  420 1  Fr^noh  eonsul 
general  leayes  for  K.  T.,  with  Con* 
mu,  4SS ;  railiUa  officers,  442 ;  J.  H 
0.  Helneken,  eonsol  at»  f^om  tfniled 
Netherlands!  446 ;  piers  oontraef  d  fojf. 
457|  716;  Chlneee,  Ae.,  land,  sick  and 
in  want,  627 ;  state  boose  clock  and  G. 
Owen.(17S4)  566;  wardens  want  mo- 
ney to  proceed  with  improTemefitsin 
river,  (1784)  671 ;  remoTal  of  bnoys 
by  in  disposed  persons,  686;  beacon 
placed 'on  Cross  Ledge,  688,  (1784); 
obeyanx  de  frfse,  689;  Aaron  Doane  in 
Jail  at,  598;  memorial  of  mereh'ts  and 
traders  respecting  Barbary  powers, 
705 :  Matthew  Irwin  elected  recorder 
of  deeds,  767;  petition  for  a  road 
near  Master's  lands,  718 ;  inritatlon  of 
Jewish  congregation  to  supreme 
executiTe  council  to  attend  consecra- 
tion of  synagogue  in  Cherry  street^ 
(1782)  781 ;  Slenr  de  la  Forest,  yloe 
consul  of  France,  785;  comptroller 
asks'for  a  guard  at  state  house,  750 ; 
act  to  ascertain  number  of  taxaUes 
in  Pbilada.,  750;    Utiar  Fullerton 

'  asks  for  powder  for  8d  battalion,  760 ; 
city  lote  which  baye  teyerted  to  the 
state,  762. 

mie,  Fred.,  nayal  officer,  240. 

Vblpps,  Paul,  letter  from  Pros.  IMck- 
inson  to,  on  his  polite  attentions,  860 ; 

Pierce,  John,  certificates,  536,  638. 

Pine  creek,  alias  Tiadanghton,  357. 

Pipe,  Col.  (Indian  chief),  83,  84. 

Pitt,  Fort,  53,  83,  95>  115, 167,  (1783,) 
387,  345;  instructions  relauye  to 
lands  opposite  to,  115 ;  timber  on — 
agreement  Qen.  Iryine  and  Boggs, 
140. 141, 690;  Col.  Bayard  commands 
at,  (1788)  167;  ruins  of  garrison  at, 
421,462,  464;  depositions  respecting 
— ^bill  of  sale,  463 ;  ejectment  against 
Capt  Lucket,  466 ;  to  be  giyen  up 
to  certain  persons,  477,  498;  sale  a^ 
483 ;  Tnmboll,  Marmie  A  Co.,  claim 
the  land,  497. 

Pittsburg,  election  at,  211 ;  state  of, 
for  want  of  acting  ciyil  magistrates, 
289;  printing  office  proposed,  421; 
GenOage  ord's  works  to  be  demolish- 
ed, 439 ;  ruins,  462 ;  ejectment  aga'st 
Captain  Lucket,  466;  to  be  Uken 
possession  of  for  the  state,  as  soon  as 
relinquished  by  the  U.  S.,  498;  road 
to,  538. 

Pleaaants^  Bua^    Ac.»    remonstrance 


rim)«iilrsa«n«ii^tM.    Am  TaL 

Vl.  p.  509.) 
Porter,  CoL,  letter  respedlBg  Mi  raah^ 

49. 
Porter,  Andrew,  eononiaslonar  ott  W. 

boundaiy,  444,  465,  760.    Aska  ad. 

yice  respecting  wagona,  Aou,  872. 
Porter,  Cap.  Stephen,  appelnled  aen- 

mlssary  to  eommfssioners  on  Wm- 

dary  with  VirgiAia»  438.    Aaks  pay 

te  be  nMsed,  737. 
Potomac,  fhUs  as  leat  of  gotefuat 

ofUnlted  States,  138. 
Potter,  Gen.  James,  arms  for  Wyanring, 

47.    Letter  to    Pros.    Raed,  a779. 

See  VoL  VIL,)  militia,  IndlaM,  *e^ 

159. 
Powder  magaslne,  Philada.,  pisiuutsd 

by  Grand  Jury  as  not  capable  ef 

containing  all  ib«  powder,  847. 
Prison,  (new,)  at  Philada.,  62. 
Proclamation  of  Congress  for  tkanka- 

giying  for  peace,  134    Of  Goranor 

of  Connecticat,  on  WyoniAg  landi^ 

146.  ^ 

Proctor,  xhomas,  Sherio,  iBKincflians 

to,  respecting  H.  Carbeny,  321.  fta- 

yolt  in  jail,  827.    Purchase  of  famd* 

420. 
Protbonotaiy  of  Waahingion  Oa.,  IcUir 

from  Goy.  of  Yirgiiiiav  78. 
Prothonotarlea,  drcnlara  to,  268^439, 

749. 
Proyince  Island  Hospital*  katpar  ap- 
pointed, 75.    PBrehaaenoriota,125. 
Proyisions,  105,  169, 118. 
Proyosty    Rey.    Sarnnd, 

Bishop,  484. 


Read,  James^  appointed 
to  Wyoming,  330. 

Reading,  commissioners  appolnfead  ta 
examtne  roads,  Ac,  between  Snsone- 
hanna,  and  ImproTing  commnnica- 
UottS  between  Schuylkill  and  Stts- 

Snehanna  riyers,  129. 
ase  of  Big  Spring  tracts,  712. 

Recruiting,  instructions  to  MiJ.  Moara^ 
127.    Suspended,  529. 

Rediok,  Dayid,  difficulty  in  ^arrays  in 
Washington  Co.,  416. 

Reed,  Joseph,  letters  to,  from  CounHl 
(1777,)  respecting  office  of  Chief  J^B- 
Uce,  157.  Letters  to  and  from,  ( 1 779,) 
157,  169, 160.  Elected  member  Con- 
gress, 254. 

Rejoicings  for  peace,  resolutions  af 
Assembly,  149. 

Remonstrance,  Jas.  Pemberton,  John 
Hunt  and  Sand.  PleaaanU  (I777J 


INfiBZ. 
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i  tr«»tnMiit  by  ord«r  of  Co«ft« 
,  168.  (S««  Vol.  VL,  p.  609.) 
^•portf  to  Aas»ail»ly  oa  boundary  lino 
between  Vig'a  ud  Penn'a,  8,  72. 
96,  In  ewo  T.  Mo^tlaok,  9.  Bph- 
>  nim  Donslou  to  800*7  of  war,  83. 
To  ConofOM  on  Indian  affairs,  119 
-126.  On  internal  Commeroo,  128. 
To  Congrefla  oa  fall  representation! 
189.  On  itttereol  on  ddbt,  242-260. 
T.  Matlaok,  366,  On  national  debt, 
614-620.  On  State  Houso,  386, 
S76.  Connoil  eensors,  883.  Of 
Comm'rs  oa  boundary,  373,  374, 
606.  On  arrears  of  imposts,  378. 
Of  Comm'rs  on  boandory  between 
Punn'a  and  Virg'a,  66 6,  To  Con- 
gress on  roTonne  ^7stem»  U.  B.,  7<3S 
-736.  Tb  Assembly,  (1784,)  On 
Wyomiqg,  641. 
BosolnUons  of  Assembly,  8,  111,  129, 
130,  149,  166,  177,  178,  179,  184, 
196, 196, 303, 304,  209,333,  816,  316, 
333, 334,336,  386, 366,  367,  369, 412, 
420,  488,  631,  669,  696,  710,  711,  749, 
760,  766. 

of  Assembly  of  Connooticat,  116, 117, 
683. 

of  Congress,  27,  36,  90, 106, 136, 139, 
194,  209, 241, 607, 608,  611,  630,  628, 
636,  648,  644>  649,  660,  661,  662, 
(1784,)  66^^72,  690,  710. 
of  Oooneil  of  Cenaor%  149, 163,  802, 
836,327,332, 

of  Honso  «f  Dolofales,  of  Maryland 
Comm'n  on  trado»  744. 
of  House  of  DologaAet  of  Viis**  on 
boundary,  (1783,)  171.    Comorrs  on 
.     tmdo,  738. 

Aotnins  of  deoerton  from  Amoriean 
nglmanW  S90.  Of  Penos'a  line, 
390* 

of  MiVtaiy.  SS»  390,  393,  436. 
of  oiBoers  of  Troops  In  Philad'a  Oo., 
218,11^236.    Of  miUlaiy  storof  at 
Fort  Island  aad  BilUiigiport^  (1784,) 
'    2Mk 

BeyaoMs,  Joba,  jattor,  petiHoa  to 
postpoBo  exoeatioa  of  sontoaoo  oa 
aoeonat  of  woatber,  119.  Longs- 
ohmap  re-token,  277<  ReroU  in 
Jail,  337. 
Riae,  IbrW  166. 

.Ittlteiilioiiio^  Oarld,  appelated  (km- 

,    misaiontr  to   oiamino  iMids  aad 

.    linsra  tbt  iatomal  eottmoreo,  129, 

.    130.    OommV  (1783,)  of  boaodary 

..   «rith  Virg'a,  171,  336.     Tkroanver, 

.    341,  466»  634.    ComMlssione^  <B4, 

•44,  464,  466,  736.     laitromfftts, 

.  464k    Aakt  for  m  qaadriat,  it  woald 

be  nsefbl,  468.    Comm'm  " 

.    kinnArtT«^,766^ 


Rerenae  system,  of  U.  &y  rtport  to 

Ooiigress  on  732. 
Eobins,  Eiekiel,  letter  oa  orders  to 

di*ebargo  prisoners,  26,  213. 
Robinson,   (^p't    Thos.,  on    military 

affairs,  14,  99,    Indian  inurders,  16» 

On  Wyoming  affairs,   47,  48.    In- 

straetions  to,  09. 
Roots,  George^  deposltloa  rospeeting 

mins  of  Fort  Pitt,  463 . 
Ross,   Msjor,   oommaads  at  Oswego, 

89. 
Rush,  Jaeob,  Judge  of  Sup.  (^art,  res- 

posting  H.  Carberry,  291. 
Ryan,  l£^or,  Miobael,  memorial,  sor* 

Tiees  of,  92. 
Ryan,  Miobael,  memorial  respeoting 

eortiAeatos   reoeirad   for    pay— foe 

payment  of  wbiob  bo  is  in  tbe  bands 

of  tbe  Sheriff,  his  serrioos,  Ao.,  308. 


St.  Clair,  GenL  Anthony,  oa  rank  of 

Col.  Porter,  49.    Sale  of  Fort  Pitt» 

486.    mooted  snetioneer  for  Phil'a» 

306,  309,  261.    Sleotod  to  Congress, 

634. 
Sandusky  Indians,  844 
Baphorin,  M.  do  St,  oa  oonseoration 

of  Amorieaa  Bishops  by  Denmark, 

434. 
Sohools,  pablie,  for  ednoatioa  of  youth 

vrged  to  attention  of  Judges  of  Su- 
preme (}oai^  by  Pros.  Diokinao% 

623. 
Sohreiber,  John,  ia  obargo  of  barraok% 

Ao.,  at  Lancaster,  damage  to  them, 

309,334. 
Sohuyler,  Philip,  Comm'r  oa  New  Tork 

line,  460. 
Sohuykill  add  Susquehanna  river,  00m- 

mnaioation  between,  129, 130. 
SootI,  Thomai^  66, 78^  80. 
Scott,  Thomas,  eleotioa  in  Fallowileld 

Township,  364. 
Scott,  LL  Wm.,  arms  at  Tork,  691. 
Soarle»  Jaaos,  acent  to  Boropo  claim 

for  CoBiaeaeatioa,  97. 
Seat  of  OoYerament,  proceodiagf  la 

Coagreas  respectfaw  roaM>Tal  from 
;   PhUadelphia^  1367139. 
Secretary  of  foreign  affairs,  lettan  to 

and  flma,  9, 13,  21,  736. 
8oe\y,  John,  to  H.  Antee,  660,  677, 

'678. 

Sellen,  Natbaa,  apfointod  Comm'r  to 
.  asamino  roads  and  rivera  with  a 

riew  to  Internal  oommoroe,  139, 180, 

334. 
Shaw,  William,  Wyoming,  affairs^  764. 

Aaawet-of  Prai.  Piekinson,  76L 
ShawnoM  Indians.  83,  86, 161. 
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WhnWB  letton  to,  03; 

Bheiiff'a  list  of,  in  Oumberiaiid  Co., 

(1777  lo  1788,)  286. 
Shoommkvr,  B.,  Utters  rstpeeting  cor- 

pomtioii  |>ap«rp,  03. 
Shoemmker,  Heorj,  eonrieted  of  riot 

remoTfld  as  a  Justice,  606. 
Biz  nations  of  Indians,  negodations 

with,  explanation  of  Pine  Creek,  867, 
Bhort  Creek,  prifoners  taken  hj  the 
•  Indians  on,  (1788,)  1«7. 
Bhrawder,    Capt    Pliilip,    respecting 

WToming,  28,  24,  00, 104, 181.    Ap- 

pointed  Capt'n,  181. 
Sinallwood,  Gor.  of  Md.,  internal  naTl* 

gation,    542,    543.      Delegates    on 

trade,  744.     Claims,  768. 
Smith,  Thomas,  Loan  offieer,  letters  to 

and  from,  57,  160,  (1788,)  170, 174, 

100,447,461. 
Bmith,  William,  as  jnstice  of  the  peace, 

resignation  required,  410. 
|3mith,  W.  Hooker,  to  Corporal  Mont- 
gomery, on  Wyoming  affairs,  760, 
Bmjser,  Jaeob,  77. 
Snow,  deep  at  Fort  Dickinson,  107. 
BoMiers,  disorderly  at  Lancaster,  60. 

At  Philadelphia,  attack  on  Congress, 

submission,  61. 
South  Carolina,  letter  from  Gor'r  ask- 
ing lift  of  Traitors,  00.    Operations 

of  Lord  Comwallis,  (1780,)  178. 
Spanish  flag,  a  drawing  sent  to  the 

Gov't,  748. 
Sproat,  DaTid,  "on  prisoners  at  New 

York,  68. 
Sproat,  RcT'd  James,  ehaplain  asks  A»r 
'    clothing,  720. 
Bpyker,  Benj.,  Jr.,  deposition  respecting 

H.  Carberry,  Ac,  577. 
Stanhope,  Capt.  Henry,  British  sendi 

insisting  letters  to  Got.  of  Mass., 

400-606. 
Ptanwix,  Fort,  arriral  of  Comm'rs  at, 
'  846.  Marqnis  Fayette  addreses  In- 
dians at,  346.  Mons.  Marbois  at,  846. 
State  House,  (Philad'a,)  reports  on  re- 
'   pairs,  886,  848,  872,  420,  426,  442, 

408,  635,  643,  647.     Trees  planted 

in,  420.  Guard  asked  for  by,  oomp- 
''  troller,  760.  Repairs  of  clock,  668. 
State  (or  Prorinoe)  Ifland,  repairs  of 

Pest-houses  at,  68. 
Steuben,  Baron,  to  Pi«s.  Dlekinsoit  in 
<  behalf  of  P.  S.  Duponceau  as  notary, 

Ac,  352. 
Siokely,  Capf  n,  22,  262. 
Story,  John,    appointed   wKh  Jaaet 
^    Minlgaa  Comm'r,  to  setUe  aoeounta 

between  U.  S.  and  Penn'a,  427,  460, 

451,741 
Sulltran,  Fort,  when  and  wh^j^  ereoied, 

710.  ^ 


Supreme  Court,  Judges,  requaitod  %j 
President,  to  reeommend  teper- 
tanee  of  moral  training  of  jovtk, 
public  schools,  4o.,  618. 

Sup.  BxvoimTB  CovirciL,  Letlcra. 
Agents  of  Conflseated  Sstatea^  164. 
Antes,  HenryjL  Sheriff,  Nortknsber- 
liind,  844,  482, 004.  Armstrongs  Brig. 
Gen.  John,  686,  688.  Armatroni^ 
U.  CoL  John,  807,  816,  817,  810, 
861.  Armstrong,  Capt.  WHBam,  12. 
Assembly,  106,  108,  228,  407,  427, 
428,  602,  604.  Atlee,  SmbI  J.,  S8I, 
846,  860.  Atlee,  WilMam,  804. 
Barclay,  Thomas,  267.  Bartholousew, 
Edward,  442.  Baynton,  John,  611. 
Blaine,  Bphraim,  600.    Boggv,  Ma- 

i  thew,  600.  Bondinot,  Iffiaa,  74. 
Bowen,  F.  B.  and  K.  BeaUy,  487, 
506,  604,  605.  Boyd,  Hon.  Jeha, 
807, '880,  880.  Beyd  and  ArsMtrea^ 
601, 627, 680,  662, 664— 6«0,'670,  676. 
Bradford,  William,  \t^  AtL  Gen.,  404, 
666,  712,  748.  Broadhaad,  OoL, 
Daal,  160.  Bruisfaie  and  Garfiaoa, 
145.  Bryan,  Hon.  Geo.  16,  78. 
Bryan,  Saml,  fSeo'y)  82T.  Botier, 
Col.  Richard,  60,  204.  Butter,  Wil- 
liam, 421. 

Caldwell,  Sami,  186.  Garleieu,  Gen. 
Guy>  101,  131.  Christie,  Jamee, 
(Capt.)  136,  200.  drcnlare,  284. 
Clinton,  Gor.  eee.^  of  M.  Y.,  206, 
412,  422,  435,  460,  613.  Commit, 
for  sale  of  barracks,  t80,  S41,  261« 
268,  276.  Cbmmrs.  of  bawsdaries, 
288,  234,  416,  488,  464,  480,  606. 
Oommrs.'  of  Cumberland  Col,  70. 
Commrs.  on  defence  of  Delaware,  26. 
Commirs.  for  treaStog  with  IndJaas, 
265,  326,  882,  888, 846,  867,102, 105, 
410,480.  Commrs.  on  lands,  641, 646. 
Commrs.  of  Philadelphia,  104,  807. 

•  Oommrs.  of  roads,  638.  Commra.  of 
Taxes,  288.  Commrs.  of  Taxes  of 
Bucks  Co.,  76.  Ceasmra.  of  Tkxes, 
Lancaster  County,  82.  ComasrsL  of 
'  Taxes,  of  Nortbamptoa  Co.,  01. 
Camoars.  of  Taxes  of  Pbilaitalpkia, 
61,  222,  2t4.  Commra.  of  Wasbaig. 
ton  County,  136,  614.  CuMWii.  of 
Westmoreland  Co.,  08,  611.  Con- 
gress, 60,  62,  74,  08,  116,  108^  2M, 
161,  m,  268,  811, 160, 117. 411, 4n, 
440, 442,  417,  461,478, 411,  411,  414, 
400,  607,  612,  616,  Ml,  Ml,  641,  644, 
786,  745,  764.  OouoeU  of  Cesmon^ 
168, 102,  801, 888,  S86»  616,  604,  666. 
OovBty  Liaata.  886,  146,  410,  411. 
Oralg,  Thomas,  201,  108, 106.  Ora- 
Teoour,  MottsV,  116.  Oammiaa^  Li. 
John,  ft. 
Delaay,  Sharp,  00,  411,  Tllw 
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ywu$f  €(ov.  of,  M(k  DtUgtttos  iA 
CoB^6M,  r,  n,  27,  S8, 88,  4d,  49,  b2, 
69,  72, 101,  IM,  164>  166,  166»  188, 
184,  204,  810, 218, 358, 860,  807,  808, 
440,486,  477,  511,640,566^  663,  676, 
676,  881,  502,  601,  706,  715,  766C 
•IMokiiMott,  John,  77.  Dottgberty, 
Bamard,  114,  110.  Dongluf,  Eph- 
raim,  262,  668,  664,  681,  588,  606. 
Ponaldson,  Arthur,  360.  DonnaldflOii, 
John,  666, 688.  Dwal,  Hon.  Gabriel, 
201. 

Eliiooii  Androw,  462  Eipj  DaTid, 
114,119.  Ewing,R«T.  Dr.John,  428, 
448. 

FinUy,  Ber.  James,  40,  41,  163. 
Fitaiimons,  Thomas,  28,  48.  Flee- 
•on,  Plnnket,  628.  Francis,  Tcneh, 
240,  261.  Franklin.  John,  672. 
FnUofton,  Richard,  768. 
Qalbraltb,  Robert,  466.  Gardner, 
Hon.  Joaopb,  406,  826.  Qor,  of 
Conn.,  107, 148,213.  Got.  of  Dela. 
ware,  640.  Got.  of  Md.,  202,  320, 
824, 626,  627,  640,  542,  548,  744,753. 
Goir.  of  MaMtts.,  364,  600,  503,  604. 
Got.  of  N.  Jersey,  108,  366.  Got. 
•f  New  Tork,205,  412,  422,  436, 450, 
613.  Got.  of  North  Carolina,  353. 
Got.  of  0ovth  Carolina,  70.  Got. 
of  Virginia,  66,  145,  175.  Grand 
InqooBt,  347.  Gttefard,  Got.  Bonj'n, 
of  Bonth  Carolina,  70. 
Haruar,  Lt.  CoL,  Josiah,  809,  811, 

,  816,322,837,845,808,894,406,430, 
448,465,  465,  468,  479,  488,  490,  508. 
Haxrison,  Got.  Bei^amin,  56,  145, 
176,  608.  Hays,  Christopher,  264, 
279w  HeUstedt,  Charles,  Min.  U. 
Nethd.,  860,  862,  400.  Hennr,  Wm., 
and  G.  Gardner,  406.  Hillegas, 
Michael,  239,  261.  Hodgdon,  Saml, 
89,  69.  HoUingtirorth,  Leri,  350, 
633,  646,  548.  Hopkinson,  Franeis, 
J.  A.,  58,  866,  707,  735.  Howe,  Mi^. 
Gen.,  66.  Hnbly,  John,  278.  HnJf- 
nagle,  Miohael,  126,  140,  141,  147, 
186,  211,  429,  442,  464,  467,  763. 
Hampton,  CoL,  Biehard,  69.  Hun- 
ter, Samnel,  47.     Hntohinsonji  Dr., 

-   Jamoa,  178. 
Irrine,  Gen.  Wttlins,  56,  67,  600. 
Indn,  John,  980. 

Jacks,  James,  264.  Jkekion,  Hon. 
DaTid,  882.  Jky>  John,  See'y  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  401,  ;407,  400,  475, 
Johnston,  Benjn;,  611.  Johnstov, 
CoL  Franei8,282,  826,  326,  838,  463. 
Jad^  of  Bapremo  Oonrt,  44^  460, 
628. 

.  liond  Ofieo,  686,  687,  730.  Ut, 
Arthur,  205.  Lee,  Biehard  Henry, 
178»    LiTOi^  Bobert^  84L    UTing- 


ston,  R.  R.,  Bee'y,  Ao.,  0.  LtTlilg- 
•ton,  Got.  William,  108,  866,  458, 
780.  Loan  Office,  57,  168, 160, 174, 
100,  481,  515.  Longschamp,  John, 
742.  Lnkena,  John,  8.  G.,  58,  65, 
95,  451,  468,  506.  Lnseme,  ChoT. 
de  la,  278,  282.  Lyon,  Wm.  285. 
MeCleaa,  Alex'r,  203.  MoDoweU, 
Surgeon,  843.  MeKeaa,  Thomas,  G. 
J.,  10, 176,  284,  200,  201,  730.  BCad- 
lay,  Wm.,  46,  846,  418,  444,  510. 
Magistrates  and  Sheriff  of  Northum- 
berland County,  4A0.  Managers  of 
State  Lottery,  362, 372, 400, 468,  474, 
613.  Marbois,  Ho  s.,  175,  223,  277, 
288,  811,  350,  351,  354,  356,362,  367, 
368,  400,  432,  440,  445,  471.  Mead, 
DaTid,  404,  488,  707.  Merchants, 
committee  of,  210, 212, 219, 221,  406. 
MiiBin,  Thomas,  183.  MilU^an, 
J  mes,  426.  Miiligan,  Robert,  755. 
Minister  of  Holland,  415.  Minister 
of  17.  Nethexiaads,  850,  362,  409, 
415,  435.  Montgomery,  John,  216 
220.  Montgomety,  Joseph,  444. 
Montgomery,  Wm.  765,  767.  Moore, 
Lt.  Col.,  286.  Moore,  Mi^.,  Jm.,  Ac, 
183,  186,  197,  207,  222,  232.  Mo- 
rales,  Francis,  476.  Morgan,  George, 
626.  Morris,  Robert,  53,  312.  Muh- 
lenberg, Ftederiek,  A.,  Pros.  C,  C, 
1&3. 

Nicholson,  John,  6,  16,  28,  46,  48, 
60, 62,  53.  98, 94,06, 97, 481, 529,  750. 
Northumberland,  Mag.  and  Sheriffs, 
205,  304. 

Offioers  of  Penn.  Line,  425,  592. 
Parker,  William,  167.  Patterson, 
Alexander,  208,  574,  617,  619,  623, 
626.  627,  675.  Peale,  Cha.  W.,  162, 
(1779,)  163,  (1780.)  Pearson,  Jamei^ 
878,  420,  426,  443.  Pentecost,  Dor- 
sey,  167,  181,  262,  413,  757.  PoUit, 
Charles,  208,  497.  Phile,  Fredk.,N. 
0.,  249.  Phipps,  Paul,  359.  Peiree, 
John,  536.  porter,  Andrew,  372, 
762.  Potter  Gen.  James,  47,  150, 
Prootor,  Thomas,  Sheriff,  286,  828, 
420.  Prothonotaries,  78, 268.  Pro- 
thonotary  of  Washington  Co.,  78, 
RoeelTor,  Gen.,  t>f  Land  Office,  547. 
Rediok,  Darid,  416.  Reed,  Joseph^ 
167,  159, 160,  168.  Reynolds,  John, 
277.  Rittenhouse,  DaTid,  Treaa'i^ 
Ml,  980,  430,454,  455.  4&6,458,  7^6. 
Robins,  B^ekiel,  213.  Robinson* 
Oapt  Tbom'aa,  14, 48.  By  an, '  Mio- 
hael, 308. 

^L  CUir,  Gen.  Arthur,  40,  260,  481 
Sehteibor,  John,  809^  83^.  Soott, 
Wm.591.  Scott,  Thomae,  65,  78,  81^ 
864.  Seoretary  of  Foreign  AffaitO, 
9,  401,  407,  482,  440,  400,  538,  736, 


TC» 


WW^ 


743,  r59.  SlMiw,  WUHap,  ^H  7^7. 
Sberiffii,  ^  67.  Sbnwder,  Capt, 
l>haip»  2a,  104.    Sloagh,  HatthUs, 

'  237.  Brnvserp  Jacob,  77»  Smith, 
Wm.,  and  W.  Rolljr,  4 19.  Smith,  Tho- 
mM,  Land  Office,  67,  168,  169, 174, 
192,>47,46l.  Sproal,Be?.,Ja'«,720. 
Sproaty  i>aTid,  68.  Stanhopo,  Hettry, 
CapL,  iOZp  564.      Steaben,  Baron, 

:  862.  Story,  John,  450,  451,  742. 
Su'Mt  Commrs.,  Pbila.,  5a.  Sor- 
Teyor  Gen.,  63,  65,  95,  451,  458,  506. 
Taylor,  Timothy,  432.  Tnimhall, 
Got.  Jona.  of  Conn^  147,  148,  213. 

'    Traateea  oT  Loan   OAee,  481,  632, 
545.    Trastees  of  Westmoreland  Co., 
91.    Tamball,  Marmee  A  Co.,  281. 
Vaa  Berkel,  P.  J^  Hin.  fiolL,  476. 
VancouTer,  Chariea,  712. 
Wardens  of  Philada.,  93,  281,  349, 

'  456,571,581,684,685,588,589,606, 
607.  War  Offic^  27,  302.  459,  460, 
479,496,497,525^529.  WAshingt^n. 
Gen.  George,  150,  151.  WeiUeL 
John,  99, 109,  222,  343.  Wilkumn, 
Gen.,  James,  610.  WlUiamsoa,  Bon. 
Hugh,  397.  WiUon,  James,  399,  471, 
Wilson,  William,  304.  WUsen,  Jt's, 
153.    Wynhoop,  Henry,  2U. 

Banreyor  General,  iastruotions  to,  res* 
peeting  lands  and  loti,  53,  56,  65. 
Meeting  at,  on  snrrey  of  lands  reo'd 
from  Virg'iw 

Basonehanna  BWer,  Comm'rs  appoin- 

'  ted  to  examine,  139 ;  and  openmg  a 
Communication  between,  A  Sokay- 
kill,  U9, 312.  Proposal  for  buUding 
a  Town  on  east  bank  of,  129. 
Comm'rs  appointed,  130,334.  Heavy 
freshet,  222.  Tiadaughton,  means 
Pine  Creek,  357. 

Swedish  Consul.  Charles  HeUsted  i^- 
pointed,  3  2. 


taxes,  51,  52,  75,  79,  82, 232,  224. 

Taylor,  tRmothy  respecting  Solomon 

'    Vick3rs,  432,  433. 

tiadanghton  Creek,  of  treaty  of 
1768,  explained  hy  Indians  as  Pine 
Creek,  357. 

Demple,  John,  Cbosnl  Geo.  from  Great 

'    BriUin,  644. 

ThanksgiTing  day  for  peaoe,  pro- 
claimed by  Congress,  134. 

Theatres  in  PbiliMielphi«»  memorial 
against,  141. 

nomptouy  Gen'L  483. 

Xidd,  Uartin,  depositipn  reapeetSng 
Wyoming,  196. 

Traitors,  Confiscated  estate,  Controller 
Kicholsoa  on,  96.    Iistot26a» 


Xfeaaiiy  Board,  letciia  to  aaA  btm 
loan  ollcer,  to  give  bonds*  6S7. 

Trees,  elm,  presented  by  dot  Geotge 
Morgan,  for  State  hooao  y«rd,tlM«is 
of  Cooaeil  foVjt  429. 

TnimbuU,  Got.  jBD.,of  CmatMMkmif 
proclamation  vn  Wyomiofr  Hiw  Loi- 
ters to  and  from,  147,  143. 

Tnutees  of  Qonl  loaa  offioiw  431,  614, 
64>. 

TuBboU,  Marmia  ^  Cos,  om  storing 
powder  in  magasine,  281.  GWm 
lur  land  on  wkiph  Vecft  alaadt  at 
Pittaborg,  497. 

Turner,  Robert,  raises  flag  oa  Maikot 
streothiU,39. 


United  Nethedaods,  Mot  from  Pssa. 
Diokiasoo  to  minister  of,  rospooting 
Laagfohaam.  861.  JBxtrsKt  of  lot- 
tar  from,  108.  iiptttr  from  P.  J. 
Van  Berokol,  respecting,  415.  Pise. 
Diekinaoa  to  tho  mioMer  of,  436. 
J.  H.  Christioa  Hoiookaiw  oooail  tS, 
for  PhU'a.  446. 

United  StaUs,  aad  OreatBritaiis,  poo. 
liminaries  of  peaco  botwoom  sigaod, 
10.  Seat  of  GoTonmoal*  proeeod- 
lags  in  Congrem  o«,  136  131.  Bo. 
tiiras  of  Peaa'a  troops  in  sorrico  o^ 
393,  403,  431, 449.  Claims  of  Poaa'a 
on,  397,  398.  John  Jaj  olooted 
Seo'y  of  foreign  affair^  401.  492. 
J,  MUIigan  and  J.  Story,  Com»'n 
to  oeule  aooonnto  betwooa,  and 
Penns'a,  426.  Will  barely  roiin^oish 
PitUburg,  49S.  National  deb%  614 
-20,  260.  Loan  offioo,  620-^22.  Be- 
port  to  Congress  on  Boronne  system 
of;  732.  Comm'rs  appoiotod  by 
Virg'a  on  trade  o^  738;  do.  ^ 
Maryland,  734. 

UniTersity   of   Pena^ylToaia, 
aliottod  to,  196. 


Van  derekel,  P.  J.  respecting  a  pabli- 
9ldoia  in  a  i^owiipMOr,  413. 

Van  dampen,  John,  Lottor,  af  Cap%  P. 
Stirawdor,  to,  24. 

Vaaconrer,  Chas,  patroBace,  for  a 
book,  712. 

Vickers,  SolosBon,  ease  of,  oa  ehaiio  of 
robbeiy  in  Bucks  Co.  432. 

Vliglaia^Boiiadary  lino  botweea, 
and  Penns'a  8,  66,  72,  77,  95,  96, 
145,  146,  171,  UK  131.  223,  232, 
233,  236,  269,  280,  293, 336,372,  373, 
374»  413^  414,  423|  433,  439,  489^  606, 
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in,W»,  Ml,  70«.  Umn  of  Q«T. 
HMriMB,  66,  «6,^a,  77,  78,  96p  14A, 
176,  (1783.)  Cm«,  of  OoL  Oox,  81, 
86,185,178,(1783.)  OommiMioiMn 
•p><M>l#d  bj,  146.  BMolBtiQA  of 
Houo  of  Dologstet,  1768, 171.  Go*i- 
miidoMMb  of  PMiiiflylfMii^  (1788.) 
171,  133.  Gmo  of  JTobn  OmbpImU, 
173b  B^oflli  ftnaoM  plan,  ofOon- 
fnw,  173,  (1780.)  Agreom*nt  at 
BalUsore,  228.  Lotftar  A.  MoCltsa, 
rMpoeting  WoitmortlaBd,  898.  Be- 
por^  of  Ooamiffioiiorf  on  Bomndtfy, 
878,  874.  BiffienlUoi  on  mrreys, 
414.  Boport  of  OommiftloBon,  666. 
Tta«8  la  WMhioglftii  Oo.  414,  417. 
Kootins  al  Swnroyor  Qeneml'i  re- 
tpmtimg  f lunreys  of  Land,  obtained 
firom,  706i  Batoiatioa  of  Honae  of 
Boleg alM,  appointing  doauniniDncra 
•»  Trado  oC  u.  8. 788» 


Wardens  of  Pbiladelpbi%  reaoral  of 
<aievaM  de  Miofiram  Biver,  98,  846, 
360,  606,  607.  On  ctorisg  of  powder, 
38L  Piers,  407.  Cotttnoi  fiw  piers. 
466.  BonoTal  of  Baoys  Ao.,  680. 
/.  Bonaaldaen  realgni,  668,  684. 
Joeeph  BuUook,  eleoied,  683.  Bs* 
penditares,  686.  Beaeon  on  Gross 
I«ede,  689. 

War  offloe,  leltere  to  and  from,  37,  808, 
814,  816,  469, 461, 478,  484,  497, 629. 
Oorps,  under  Col.  Haraar,  naoiasaky 
io  protaot  lands,  496. 

Wa^lngten,  Oo.  new  afata  ^rastaned, 
BoT.  J.  Finle7  >entto,  40,  41, 168. 
Letter  of  Prothonolavy,  78.  Oase  of 
Col  Ooz,  81,  96.  126.  Taxes,  136, 
688.  Laid  oat,  181,  (1788.)  J>.  Pen. 
lecos*  on  affeks,  863.  Betoin  of 
Militia,  oiBears  in,  287.  diflhsulties, 
.flroai  YiigiQia  Htlas,  416.  Betam 
of  pnbUe  atones,  in,  488.  aad 
oOean  of  MiUtia  in,  436.  Jobn 
Story,  ageal  en  aooonnte^  461.  Bia- 
tarbaneesiD,467,664,  586.  Boaaa, 
gives  tronUe,  in,  682,  664.  Ooas- 
missianere  of,  684,  687,  698.  J. 
Siorj  <men«  oilee  for  a^jiiatiagelaims, 
743.  Attaek  on  Xzeisa  offlee  of, 
757. 

Wasbington,  Gen.  Gaorga,  addreas  of 
Oonnoil,  eoagratalatory  on  bis  sality, 
Ao.,160.  Has  replj,  161.  Letter  of 
Pros.  BiokiBson,  to  Belegates,  sag. 
getting  an  aonnal  Mm  to  meat  Sn- 
penses  arising  ont  of  bis  position, 
168, 166,  576.  Answer  from  Bole- 
gates,  in  Congress,  166.  Saggests 
Vol.  X.— 34 


MSfoMrity  ofanat  InthafHatii,  164. 

Benonnees  his  oomadssion  to  Con- 
gress, 183,(1783.) 
Weed,  Cap.Bl^ah«  Instmotioasreepeoi. 

ingiVigiaFos  to  New  York,  102. 
Welser,  Samaei,  proposed  as  Interpre- 

tar»266. 
Woitsei,  John,  Latter  to»  99,  109,  282, 

348. 
Weetera  Lands,  suggestions  respeeting 

Cessiaa,  of  152. 
Westmoreland,  Co.,  new,  State  Ibreat- 
ened,  BeTd.  J.  Finley  seat  to,  40,  41, 
168.  Banna's  Town,  as  County 
seat,  91.  Commissioners  interfered 
with,  by  Virginians,  96.  Fayette, 
Cow,  formed  flrom,  118,  181.  Alarm, 
lag  state,  of  JIaaallen  T.  147,  663. 
Bangers,  Cap.  Stokely,  263.  Be- 
turns  of  Field  oflleers,  276,  276.  State 
of  aiSairs.  279.  Letter  Aleae.  Mo 
Clean,  exenlpatory  of  Ibe  Virginians, 
294.  Jobn  Story,  agent  on  aoooanta, 
460.  Bead  to  Pittsburg,  683.  County 
Commissioners  on  attaefcs  on  Col- 
lectors  in  Springbill  Township,  594. 
F^nnkUn  Co.,  formed,  603.  J,  Story, 
opens  oflioe,fora4)Qstiag  aiaims^  742. 
James  Hamilton,  eleeted  Begister  of 
wills,  Beeorder  of  Beed^,  760. 
White,  Cap.  Bobarl,  a  Traitor,  letter 
from  Qov.  of  New  Jersey  respeeting^ 
780. 
White,    William,   oanseeratad  Amari- 

oan  Bishop,  434. 
<«  Whole  Face,"  and   ^Long    Hair," 

Indian  Chiefs,  eonference  with,  740. 
Wilkinson,    James,    Commissioaer  to 
examine  Bivers,  129,  130,  884.  Be- 
signa,  his  oommlasions  as  B.  0enl. 
610. 
Williams,  Amoe,  ease^  of,  718. 
WilliasBaoa,   Dr.   Hugh,   letter  to,  in 
answer,  a  member  of  Congrses,  897. 
Wilson,  James,  Atty.  for  St^  in  oase 
of  T.  MatUok,  202.    Thorough  know- 
ledge  of  Wyoming  affiirs,  284.  Agent 
on  diapated  lands,    899.     Bleoied 
dalegate  to  Congress,  437,  634. 
Wilson,  Joseph,  olaim   f6r   anast  of 

Joaaph  Boane,  162. 
Wllsott,  William,  Lieut,  of  Nerthumbar- 
land  Co.,  respeeting  Wyoming,  364. 
To  J.  A.  654. 
Wyandot  Lsdiaaa^  86. 
Wylla,  Capt  of  artiUery  artiioen^  84. 
Wynkeop,  Henify,  letter  to^  on  raoaaoy 

tai  magisttaflj,  211. 
Wyaaslni^aat  relatira  ta  suits  at,  6. 
Betum  of  Stores,  14.  Letters  of  Cap. 
P.  Sfarawder,  28, 24, 104.  Betum  of 
Stokafar's  aompany,  22.  Letter  of, 
Aitz.  Patterson,  30, 32,  86.    Joseph 
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•oOf  S4.  Lift  of  p«noDf  al»  who 
wUh  to  rapporl  tho  lMie>  37.  Oop. 
IIoUbmd  ttt,  47.  AmBMiBitiOB  MOt 
to,  47.  PnvisioMto^ooni  to,  99. 
ProTilioM  ft»r,  104.  Boterai  of  Cap. 
Robiofon,  A  Sbrowdan,  OompMiios 
of  Pe&Btylvmte  EMifnv  ot»  106, 
ProTisions  for,  104, 109,  ISl.  Boco- 
Ivtioaa,  of  AftomMy.  of  Oonnootieiil, 
116, 117.  Reports  of  AmnMj,  »4. 
Proponls  fcr  nipplyiDg  troopo  witli 
proriaioof  oiy  118.  P.  ttiTmwdor  ap- 
Bointed  Captain  »t,  181.  Jfa^r 
Mooro,eoBiBiaiidi,Peiui8a.  lino,  181, 
133.  Cap.  Chryatia,  reaehaa  Baaton, 
witkadataohment,  136.  Proelamatfon 
of  QoT.  of  CoBDOOtioot,  roapooting 
landa,  140.  Latton  to  and  from  Boy, 
TrambDU,  147, 148.  Daoiaion  agidnit 
Connaetient  naexpoeted,  148.  In- 
atraoaons  to  Oop.  Shrawdor,  (1788,) 
165.  Lattar,  J.  Moora,  188,  187, 
286.Tvoopaai  Fort  Diekinaoo,  169, 
197.  RoaolwtioB  of  Oongraaa,  for  * 
Court  to  dotarmlDa  right  of  soil,  194. 
Roaolatiooa  of  Aaaamoiy,  Intentiona 
of  Stato  towarda,  Coonaotiont  Mttlora, 
196.  Dapoaition  of  Martin  Tidd, 
196.    Daep  Snow,  197.    Condition  of 

"  Sattlora,  197.  Papara  aakod  for  b  j 
Connall,  198.  PaanajlTania,  oppoaod 
to  reyiaion  of  deolaion,  at  Trenton, 
204,  210,  216.  Uttar  to  Qot.  CUn- 
ton,  of  N.  T.  206.  BahaTloar  of 
SetHera,  207,  208.  Latter,  Prea. 
Diokinaon,  to  Qot.  T.  218.  J. 
Montgomarj,  on  the  ooart,  216. 
ProTiaionaa,  222,  282.  Time  of  with- 
drawing  troopa  from,  224.  Lattar  of 
Congreu  on  Court,  231.  Letter  of 
Cottooil,  to  M aglstimej  and  Bhorlffa 
of  Koithnmbonand  Co,  reapaating, 
296  304.    To  Thomaa  Craig,  Uant  of 

'  Northampton  Co.,  on,  296,  808. 
Lattara,  of  Conneil,  to  Uont.  Wllaon, 
of  Korthnraboiland  Co.,  804.  Conn- 
ail,  to  Boyd  and  Armstrong,  807. 
Wheal  reaped  on  diapnted  lantb,  how 
diapoaadafSU,  837.  ^ 

Letter  of  Pres.  to  OoL  Armatrong, 
meaamroa  reapaeting  landa,  Ao.,  319. 
Men  ahnt  np  in  the  garrison  at  Port 
Dickinson,  321.  Commission  eta  ap- 
pointed, 330.  Ittstnations  to,  880, 
839.  ProTiaiona,  848.  3heriff  to 
arraaioartftiaiBsnrffenta,844.  Troopa 
to  mareh  from  BnoEs  and  Barks  Cos. 
for,  846.  Order  to  magiaUnlaa  of 
ITorthnmbarlaiid,  847.  Lattar  to 
dalagatas  on  eiaima,  899.  James 
Wilson  appointed  to  manage,  899. 
David  Mead,  letUr  on  staU  of   ^  ~ 


nt,  4w.  PiBMiemigy  3M«  1^  jnogsa 
on  dOatvbaneaa  in  Notthibariand 
Coh  448,  460.  Report  of  Commit, 
tea  of  AaaamUj,  460,  47L  Skaitf 
Antea  eharged  with  not  iniimlBg 
hU  dnty,  48L  LoMasa  «f  D.  Mead, 
20r,  222,  404,  482.  Bsaaintlan  of 
CPongrtaa,  (1784.)  OBOovt,  660.  Ra. 
port  toAMOmbly,  (1784,)  potitiaa  of 
Shophatd,  Ao,  (1784,)  661,  662, 667. 
PMoaedings  of  Aaaambiy,  (1784,)  667 
-66U    Proeaadfnga  in  Oungfam,  688. 


Latter  Aiazr. 
(1784,)  pMeoodinga,6T4. 
of  AaaeaaUj,  (1784,)  6T6. 
of  Zehu  Batler,  Ae.,  66»,  688i 
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to  Boyd  and  Armatoang, 
69U  y ailoaa  doooaonta  ra 
616.-718.  PatittoBofZ.] 
to  Casignass,  818^17. 
terson  to  Jndges  of  Smpiamo  Co«rt, 
617.  Do.  to  Conneil,  619.  John 
Franklin,  Ae.,  to  officers  of  the  gam- 
son  to  surrender,  821.  Depoaitioa  of 
John  Boyd,  621.  Wm.  Brink,  621, 
628.  CoL  J.  Armatrong,  816.  Com- 
missioners  to  Alex.  PattaissB,  824. 
Answer,  624.  Oommiss'ra  to  Alamr. 
Pattenon,  626b  Anawar,  828.  Cam- 
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